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ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 



BAI. 

Abolitionists. Author not one 65 j Marcy 
proposed to abolish the iSli ; Jefferson one of 
the first and firmeet 276 ; Young on 281. 

j9a)AM8, John GLuincy. Young a means of 
his election as president 57, 58; on Mexico 
61 ; Albany Argos speaks for 76 ; and again 
83; 97; lOl; vindicates Jackson's Florida^ 
Inroad 107 ; on navigation of St. Lawrence 
111 ; Kendall on 118 ; for relief to exiles 131 ; 
bank votes 134; bank enquiry baulks by 
Polk 135; on the bloodhound 146; Campbell 
agt 193; Crosweirs artful plan agt. 195; cudn't 
resign 198 ; Wright on 203 ; Sanford for 204 : 
election lost by 206 ; Swartwout's unprincipled 
opp. to 209; V. B. and 314; to Dutee J. 
Pearce 253 ; [his father on Canada 282.] 

Adopted Cmzens. See Foreigners. 

Albany Aigus. [See Edwin Croswell.] 
Not in state library, when for XT. S. hank 
76; views, 1828, 128; V. B. on 190; on both 
sides 195. 

Albany Regency, or Bucktail Head-quar- 
ters. 51 Feds, join them 29; 168; Noah on 
214. 

Allen, Orlando. Buffalo bank and 91. 

Allen, Stephen. Sub-treasurer 139: de- 
nounces the banks, he had made 174; to Hoyt 
for Tammany Bank 241 : for U. S. bank, ib. 

Allen, Wm. Senate. Won-colonial 280 ; for 
V. B.295. 

AUey, Saul, 112; on tyranny of bank mono- 
<poly [a new discovery!] 174;' wants Thomp- 
son removed 214 ; how made a bank director 
342. 

Anderson, Elbert J. A delegate for U. S. 
bank 249. 

Angel, W.H. [or C] 111; 126; 133; 231; 
hammers Root 234. 

Anti-Masonry. [See Southwick.] V.Buren 
on 204 and 229; Throop for 207; Adams for 
353. 

Anti-Renters, 14: a godsend for the Van 
Burens, {as in 1812] 148; 150. 

Apology for this book. 5 to 18. 

Appraisers of Merchandize. Swartwouts 
exhibft of the N. Y. sworn 233. 

Arbuflmot, Capt executed by Jackson 106. 

Arnold, R. J. On gold mine, nullification, 
&c., ^, 343. 

Austin, S. Y. unfortunate as a bank debt 
coll'r. 94 

Baiid. John. Boiler and 153, 158, bonows 
from ImL 
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Baker, Caleb. 158; Butler's reinforcement 
by 160. 

Baltimore Convention, 1844. 291 to 298. 

Bamber, John and James. Marcy's con- 
duct 10 67. 

Bancroft, George. Was anti-slavery 295 ; 
on Convention, ib. 

Bank of Alabama, Deposites at Mobile 124. 

Batok of America, N. Y. Origin of 26 to 
38 : deposites in 124. 

Bank of Eqgland. Its loans 1835 to '37— 
137 ; Peel on its new charter 140. 

Bank of State of N. Y. 116; a national pet 
124; a state pet 199. 

Bank Restriction Act* On repealing it 138; 
Marcy and Flagg'agt. 175, 176, 177. 

Bank Stock Tax. Nevins a^ 188. 

Bank Suspensions, 1814, 1837, 1839. Gris- . 
wold on 124; Binney on 135; in '37—136-7; 
Washington and warren, and Barker's EX'^ 
change 154 to 162. 

Bankrupt Law. Van Buren's profligacy 
caused the necessity of 78 ; bank movements 
137 ; Butler, Edmonds, &c. on 267. 

Banks. Tompkins on 87; Bailey on 38; 
Pexmsylvania 36 ; a bank haifl preyed 39 to 
44 ; N: Y. 182&-84 to 86 ; Clinton, dtc. on 86, 
87; affect public justice 86; in Buffklo 90, 
91; Jackson on 92; Cambreleng and 101: 
Young about 128 to 130 ; assignaia preferred 
to 138^ Hard on 138; Peel on 140: Olcott on 
pretended 157; hints to empty handed, by 
Butler 154 to 160 ; Flagg and Marcy on 175 ; 
Nevins on 188-^ ; Cambreleng & Tibbetts on 
332-3; bankrupt 267. 

rSe« also. Banks, of America, Auburn, State 
of N. Y., Buffalo, Chenango, Chemical, Cin- 
cinnati, Dry Dock, England, Exchange, Pul- 
ton, Girard, Hudson. Long Island, I^ons, Me- 
dianics & Farmers', Manhattan, Merchants', 
Morris Canal, Metropolis, New Hope, N. A< 
Trust, Plattsbuig^h, Tonawanda, Tradesmen's, 
Uti9a, Watervliet, Washington and Warren ; 
Bk. restriction; Bk. Suspensions; Free Bank- 
ing; N. Y. Safety Fund banks; Pet or depo- 
site do. ; Sub Treasury, and Stocldobbers.] 

Barbour, Philip P. In Crawford Caucus 
55 and 195: 101. 

Barker, George P. City Bank, BufSao and 
90 91 : ik . ^ ' 

Barker, G. R. cashier. Letter to Butler 161. 

Barker, Jacob. Sets up Butler as a 'wild 
catbank'pie8identatSandyHill,38; entraps the 
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public 39, 40; puffs his Washipgton and Wai^ 
ren concern 43, 43 ; wants a. national bank 
44: Buffalo Bank and 154; Butler's manage- 
ml of his W. and W. bank 152 to 162; on the 
W. dt W. B. 159; pays off Butler 163, would 
hire him again 165 ; to be tried for £raud 169 ; 
letters 193. 220. 

Beach Moses Y. Polk's herald, through 
Sun 280; extraordihary change of his Texas 
policy 305 to 307. 

Beardsley, hevi. Vote on Buffalo City 
Bank 90; 111; 129. 

Beardsley, Samuel. On bank deposites, and 
Polish exiles l3l ; Bank votes 134 ; nickname 
253; to Hoy t— notice of 264. 

Beekman, Dr. John P. 154 ; ofi V. B. 293. 

Beers, Joseph D. 137; a proper deputy 261. 

Bennett, James Gordon. On Kendall 122 ; 
on Calhoim 139 ; on state prison for defaulters 
141 ; 194 ; letters 221, 222 ; Marcy, Webb and 
235-6; on Van Btzren, U. S. Bdhk and big 
gun 236-7; borrowing— hot for V. Buren— 
gets a cooler 245. 

Benton, Nath'l S. On banks, &c. 93. 

Benton, Thomas Hart. VdUis fbr Steven- 
son 98: andfor V. B. 112. 

Berrien, John M. of Ga. Jackson and 109. 

Betting on Elections. V. Burwa for. Wright 
against 205: Gouverneur's 213; Hiirs 239; 
Ritchie's 240; Hoyt and J. V. Buren's255; 
Webb's lb. ; Lawrence's 262. 

Betts, Judge Sam. R. Could ndt find a law 
to punish Uoyt« [He only stole $220,000 !] 
141 : laws scarce nowaday*, ibi ; notice of 190. 

Biddle, Nicholas. Van Buren and Marcy's 
petition to 79 ; who he was 115. 

Binney, Horace. Re^rt on treasury banks 
133: speech on Polk's pets 135; off currency 

Birchard, M itthew, Solr. Treas. Fiat against 
merchants at Hoyt's request 271 ; 152. 

Blair, F. P. On foreigners 71 ; for banks 
Bd: on Congress 9.7 ; against Sub-treasury 134, 
139, 140 ; his style approved by V. B.-*«peci- 
mens 144 ; notice of l^fe; Pisk on, ib. ; onptjb- 
lic expenditure 146 to 149; a hired machine of 
state ^15 ; $2,022 paid for his press 233; lost 
theprinting242; onPolk292; for anybody 295. 

Bileecker, Hannanus. Anii-war fed.--gets 
office from V. B. 44. 

Blennerhassett, Harman. Burr's confeder- 
ate 62; his son 259. 

Bloodhounds. Inoported to track Indians 
and poor negroes in Florida 146. 

Bockee, Judge Abraham, [Ex— N. Y. Cus- 
toms.1 Votes to let the pets keep U. S. trea- 
' sure 134. 

Bogardus, Cornelius S. 10: 13, 14; 223: 
266. » » » . I 

Bouck, Joseph . Vote on deposits to pets 131 . 

Bonghton, Dr. Smith A. J. V. Buren gets 
31250 for speaking at his two trials 148. 

Bowman John, of Monroe Co. Moves ex- 
pulsion of Clinton from Canal Board 53 ; gets 
Rochester bank (party) charter, lb. j one of the 
immortal 17i?7. 

Bowne, Walter. Voted to expel Clinton 



ftom Canal BoaM 53; against cho^e of Elec- 
tors by the citizens 57 ; 194 j praiseb V. B. for 
his uprightnes.s 102; 112; with Butler 169; 
186; V. B. an 216; 218; aided in starting 
Blair 233. 

Boyd, G. D., Columbus. Embezzles $51,000 
133. 

Brady. Judge T. S. On the Bamber case 67. 

Branch, John. An M. C. takes office 101 ; 
his conduct and opinion of V. Buren 109. 

Breese, Sidney, 0. S. Senate. Law to pun- 
ish embezzlement no law at all 141. 

Bribeiy and Corruption. Clinton on 30; 
87 ; Congressmen selected for offices 96 to 100 ; 
124. 

Brinkerhoff, Jacob. On Canada 283; for 
Van Buren 295. 

Britain. Great, glorious, salutary and 
peaceful reforms in 46, 47. 

Brokers, Wall St. Butler abuses them 45; 
is sharper than 160. 

Brownson, Alvin [federal, mercht Osw^ol. 
Votes to drive Clinton from the canals 53 ; 
with the immortal 17, 57 ; a Butler democrat 
169. 

Bronson, Greene C. 207. 

Brown, William [Brown, Shipley & Co.] 
Bank loan to 137. 

Brownson, O. A. On trading politicians 
35 : letter to Mackenzie 143. 

Buchanan, James. 96; 100; 123; odonial 
policy changed 280. 

Buckner, Wm. G. Hoyt, and the banks 
and 179. 

Bucktails. How named 60; Crawford cau- 
cus 57 ; Butler joins 163 ; no office if not one 
186; flag 198; 211. 

Buel, Judge Jesse. SeUs Aigus to V, Bu- 
ren, &c. 190. 

Bufialo, Bank of, 1816. Dl^onest charter 
granted by Van Buren, Ac., to 31 to 33 ; But- 
ler on 154; Hoyt for cashier 155. 

Buffalo, Bank of. 91. 

Buffalo, City Bank of. Some facta about 
90, 91. 

Buffalo Commercial Advertiser. On Mar- 
cy, &c. 126. 

Buffalo, Commercial Bank of. 94. 

Bunner, Rudolph. 200; 212. 

Buonaparte, Napoleon. On national hospi- 
tality 67. 

Burke, Edmund. On popuUir movements, 
1 ; on currency and usnrv 149. 

Burr, Aaron. 21; tne fiist to nominate 
Jackson 68 f 269; his plans against Mexico 
and this Union 60 to 63 ; notice of 62. 

Burrows, Latham A. Skinner tries to in- 
fluence 197. 

Burrows, Silas E. Swartwout praises 222; 
notice of 223 ; loan to Webb and Noah 235. 

Butler, Benjamiic F. 5; Olentworth affair 
by 11 ; 16 : Polk continues $20,000 a year to, 
Ritchie deiends him— -Butlei^s early life— piety 
of father and son— Washington dc Warren 
bank charter passed 37, 88 ; Butler as its pres- 
ident 39 to 44 ; his hvpocrisy ib. ; Wright en- 
dorses him 41 ; on Polk, ib. ; the Brokers and 
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43 ; he prayj» to Biddie for a branch of the U. 
S. bank 79 ; a strong U. S. bank man 84 to 86 ; 
wishes stockholders not to be liable 86; 128; 
borrows U. S. revenue from pets I2ib ; tariff 
management 139. [Letters.] Pender and 
principle 152 ; 'stated preaching' 153; Clinton 
152; banking 153; law, banking, chancery, 
Van Buren 154 ; Hoyt and Bank of Buffalo 
165 ; banking immoral 156 ; avarice rebuked 
157; cunning and champagne— 4he Patroon 
158; gulls the people 159; bullies bankers and 
brokers— crows IW); postscript to piety — fair 
and proper calls 161 ; exhorts Jesse 162 ; Julius 
Caesar, a bucktail 163 ;. V. Buren partnership 
—Sandy Hill, adieu ! 164-5 ; American Elrs- 
kine, organized corps, envy 166-7 ; piety, 
eheating in politics — ^Young's nomination 
168-9; dear Hoyt, John Duer 170-1 ; on Jack- 
son and banking 172; abuse of Clinton by 
152; 161; 164; 167; for a U. S. Bdhk— not 
now ! 171 ; Flagg on election of 173 ; Dist 
Att'y Alb. 190 ; wrote Bowne*s report against 
popular elections 194 ; on Hoyt's sureties, ib. ; 
a candidate 206; 221-2; cant and hjrpocri^, 
unequalled 254; on laws for debtor ana credi- 
tor 267: at Baltimore 293 ; moves Texas ! re- 
solve 294; on hard cider 295. 

Butler, Benjamin F. Letters, number 1 to 
nimiber 67--63 letters, in all; pages 151 to 
172, 

Butler, Charles. 154. 

Butler, Mrs. Harriet Qa Mrs. Olcott 156 ; 
esteems Jesse Hoyt 168; on Croswell, Noah, 
Sutherland, Tallmadge 170 ; makes Edmonds 
a Belisarius— Hoyt, Butler. &c. 171. 

Butler, Medad, DsUher ot B.F. His piety, 
Ac. 37. 

Butchers and Drovers' Bank, N. Y. Lost 
in 1828-93. 

Calhoun, John C. 47; his course on Texas 
and Slavery 64 to 66 : vote against Stevenson 
98 ; 105 ; on Seminole war and Jackson 106 ; 
casting vote against V. B. 112 ; votes for V. B. 
as president 112, 283 ; on removal of deposits 
121 ; for one bank or a specie currency 140 ; 
afraid of losing the tariff 143 ; Blair and 144; 
Seldenonl74; 189; Godwin on 251; on bank- 
rupt laws 267: on slavery 275; on laborers 
281 ; on Canada 284 ; on lands 308. 

CAMBRELKfiTG, C. C. In the Crawford Cau 
cus 55 ; 100 ; notice of 101 ; visits Crawford 
108 ; votes aid to Poles 131 ; votes on deposits 
134 ; endorses for V. B. 184 ; on Clay, &c. 
200 ; for Coddington 207 ; wants a place 213 ; 
nicks partisans for customs 219 ; letters 221 ; 
226; on railroad and turnpike 228; against 
McLane's Treas. report— on Webb 230; on 
bank and workies 231: for Tibbets's nlan 232 ; 
for a national bank 233 ; on Pewter Mug and 
private letters 234 ; an M. C. getting P. Ms. 
and b'k directors appointed 242 ; note by 263. 

Cambrelene, Stephen. Stilwell for 226. 

Campbell, James. 112; letter to Hoyt— dis- 
likes the men^ts. 191— politics and elections 
193; on Clinton's death— Sanford 203; 219. 

Canada. A refuge for the slave 65 ; trad« 
112; Brownson on 144; 268; insurrections in 



282 to 289 ; opinions on, ib. ; causes for revolt 
285 to !»8; Marcy on 293, 295. 

Cantine, Moses I. On banis 31 to 38 ; 129; 
dies 190 ; state bank director 307. 

Cargill, Abraham. Vote on M. andF. bank 
86: 206; 208. 

Carter, NathT H. Editor— V. B. stops his 
paper for economy 187. 

Gary, Trumbull. Safety Fund report by 89. 

Cass, Lewis. Memoir of 102 to 105 ; on a 
bank 104 ; on Indians, slaves, and Texas 105 ; 
before Baltimore convention 292, 293 ; on the 
Indians 296. 

Caucus. V. Buren yes and no 44; Crawford 
congressional 55 and 195 ; Butler for 168 ; buck- 
tail 57; J. V. Buren's. appointment by a 148; 
V. B. 190; state 197. 

Cebra, Alderman John Yates. 220. 

Chancery, Court op. 13 ; [see Wm. T. 
M'Coun ;] 8^ed to remove old Buffalo bank, 
a Nuisanoe 33; Kent refuses Butler's injunc- 
tions 42 ; use of in safety fund b'ks 94 ; Butler 
and 154; tried for a base purpose by Butler 
160 ; Butler and Van Bureirs practice in 164- 
5; fees long in coming 167; its bushel basket 
170 : court of errors worse 193 ; notice of 303-4. 

Chauncey, Commodore Isaac. Recommends 
Wesson 220. 

Channing, Dr. W. H. To Clay on Texas 
63 ; on laborers 281. 

Chemical Bank, N. Y. 33 ; 87. 

Chenangoi Bank of. Its charter how passed 
34 ; V. Buren dodging, &c. 129. 

Church and State Unions. 69, 70. 

Cincinnati. Commercial Bank of, deposits 
in 124. 

Clay, Henry. Van Buren for 83; on Ste- 
venson 97, 98; on, St. Lawrence navigation 
112; vote onV. B's embassy 112; treatment 
of by KendaU 117 to 120; not interested in 
U. S. B. 119: on Duane 122; Youngfor 128; 
on state banks 138; Campbell on 232; Van 
Buren on 197-8; 202; Noah's slanders 214; 
Cambrelengon 232: commissioners sent toPa> 
nama by Adams and 279 ; on the Colonies 285 ; 
Ritchie on 292. 

Clayton, Augustine Smith. On XT. S. Bank 
233 ; on private letters 234. 

Clayton, John M. Vote against Stevenson 
98; rejects V.B. 112. 

Clark, Aaron. 166, 167, 196. 

Clark, Lot. In Crawford caucus 55 and 
195. 

Clinton, De Witt. 21 ; Clinton nominated 
for President, 1812, 44; opposed by Bucktails 
and Feds 29 ; exTOses official corruption 30 : 
recommends the Convention of 1821, ib. ; and 
Bank inquiry 35 ; Van Buren his political 
aide-de-camp 44 ; Spencer on his and Van Bu- 
ren's conduct, 1812, 48^ ; Duane on 49 ; 54 ; 
the Canals and 50 ; V. Buren's duplicity to, ib. ; 
he is expelled the office of Canal Commission- 
ei^-American gratitude to 51, 52; his perse- 
cutors 53; Van Buren lauds him J^when 
dead 54 ; but hated him, ib. ; Col. Stone on 
V. B. ib. ; Jackson and Ritchie on 55: enmi- 
ty to 56; DaviB oa81; on banking 86; 106; 
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127: Bnder's abuse of 152: 161; 164; 167; 
V. B. on 184 ; 19^7 ; 903; Wright and Camp- 
bell on 203-4 ; 206-7 : on common law 302. 

Clinton, Oeorge. Gives casting vole against 
U. S. Bank 77. 

Clinton Co. Bank. [See Plattsbnrgh Vks.l 

Coddington, Jonathan I. 10 ; 12, 13 ; V. B. 
to 206; Cambreleng comforts 207; letters 308, 
209; ofiice-honting, ib. ; 213 ib.; ready to mu- 
tiny 214; Bennett's friend 221; 230; 238: 
will be P.M. 242; 292. 

Coe, William S. 219; Swartwout on his 
appraising goods 223; a fire commissioner 
258; forfeitures 271. 

Collectorship of Customs, N. Y. 10. 

Coleman, William. Remarks on 57: 
abuses the United Irish 68 ; on Jackson and 
the Seminoles 106; peace 269. 

Colonial Trade with n. S. 111.119. 

Colles, Christopher. Planned the Western 
Canal 50. 

Commerce. Colonial 111, 112. 

Commercial Advertiser. On Hoyt and But- 
ler's Lives 18; Van Buren, Clinton's most art- 
ful enemy 54; on Texas 306. 

Common Law. Defined by Morris and Hall 
11 : aehapter on 302 to 305. 

Commonwealth Bank, Boston. Deposita in 
194. 

Cooper, Judge Thomas. His strictures on 
W. H. Crawford 68 to 72. 

Conckling, Affred. Supports CUnton when 
driven from Canal board os. 

Congress. Committees how named 97. 

Congress of Panama. Van Buren, Polk, 
Adams, Clay, Buchanan, M'Lane, &e., on 279, 
980. 

Congress. Speakers. remHcs on 96 to 99. 

Congressmen selectea for Office. A chapter 
on the speaking and acting, about 96 to 99 ; 
Wicklifi[e, Duane, and Jackson on 96; Blair 
on 97; Ritchie on 97 to 100; paid wages for 
non-attendance! 149. 

Convention, N. Y. Constitutional. See N. 
Y. Constitutional Convention. 

Corcoran &> Riggs. Walker's sub-treasurers, 
143. 

Coming, Eiastus, 90, 298; 293. 

Coryell, Ixigfaam. 10 ; 13, 14. 

Coster^J. 0. A borrowing of depodtes de- 
mociBt 135. 

Coulter, Richaid, of Pa. On Taney's care 
for Taney, 135. 

Courier db Enquirer. Friar's jump 930. 

Craig, Hector. Notice of 213. 

Cramer, John. Supports Clinton when per- 
secuted 54 ; for presidential electors by the peo- 
ple 57; on banks 86; bank votes, 87, 134; 
betes £. Livingston. 186. 

CaiTi^poao, W. H. Minority Caucus to 
nominate for president, 1894, 55 &* 68 ; Young 
insures his defeat in N. Y. 57; notice of 68 ; 
Cooper on his hatred to foreigners, 68 to 71 ; 
fiyr a national bank 74 to 78; conduct to Cal- 
houn on the Seminole war question 107, 108 ; 
Butler's artAd hints about 168; Y. Buren visits 



Crolius, Clarkson. Votes to give the peojge 
the choice of electors 57; on banking 86; 
Flaggon 173; scolded 186; 195. 

Croswell, Edwiw 53 : set up by Van Buren 
74 ; an admirer of U. S. Banks, 74 to 77 ; abuses 
Jackson 78, 79; for Clay and Adams, 83; on 
Safety Fund 84 to 87; banks in 1828— ib: 
prints Young's private petition 1^ ; for mixea 
money 139 ; notice of 146, 147; Argus concern, 
by Butler, for 169; Argus 190; artful letter 
to Hoyt abt Ciawfiird, &c., 195 ; Bennett and 
221 : Webb on 230 to 232; do., Marcy & 235; 
V. B.'s firiend 236; to Hoyt— for 5 miU. loan- 
dared not ofier a 10 mill. b'k. 252 ; ag't V. B. 
^3. 

Cmger, John C. Betting with Hoyt, 256. 

Cuba. Van Buren, Ac., on Slaveiy in 279, 
280. 

Cunningham of Montgomery's gallant de- 
fence <5f Clinton 51. 

Currency. [See Banks— XT. S. Bank— and 
Sub-Tieasury.j 78; 139; 140; if deranged 
impairs contracts and changes the constitu- 
tional protection 141 ; Butler on a sliding scale 
in 154 ; Livingston on 178. 

Curtis, Edward. 9. 

Custom Houses. {See N.Y. Custom House.] 

Cutting, Francis B. 112; 126; on the k>b> 
by 174; for free banking 177; swears on 
paper, advice by 180 ; spectuales with Hoyt 261. 

Dallas, Alex. James. A Philadelphia finan- 
cier 207. 

Dallas, Qeorge Mifflin. Gets Russian mis- 
sion 100; Cass admires 104; votes for V. B. 
as miniater to London 112; V. R lauds 295; 
notice of— a circular statesman 297—296; a 
mile's a mile 298 ; V. P. ib. 

Davezac, Augnste. 62, 63. 

Davis, George R. ' Notice of 94. 

Davis, Matthew Ij. 12 : on Burr's Mexi- 
can movement 62; 121: 185; 197; 220; 237. 

Davis, Richard D. Character of Van Bu- 
ren by 81, 80; he joins V. B. 80. 

Dawson, George. On Canada 290. 

Dawson, Moses. Jackson's letter to, against 
the pets 116. 

Dayton, Aaron Ogden. Electioneers for 
Jackson &, 

Dayton, General Jonathan. Indicted in 
Burr's afiiair 63. 

Debts. Repudiation of 267 ; wretched bank- 
rupt laws, ib. 

Decatur, Col. J. P. Office-seeking 221 ; 
904. 

Defalcations, Defaulters. [See Embezzling 
Public Monies.1 Banks in 1814, 124. 

Democmtic Review. See J. L. O'Sullivan. 

Democrats. On paper money 78; V. Buren 
sort ] 9^7 ; timber m ranks of 227. 

Denman, William. On Van Buren 70. 

Desha, Joseph. On taknig Canada 285. 

Desha, Robert Warns Eaton against die 
Widow 109. 

Devyr, Thomas A. Would secure wild 
lands to setders only 150. 

Dickinson, Daniel sT On V. B. 903; his 
mfleage296. 
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Diasohition of the Union. McDoffie on 61 ; 
Beach on 306. 

Dix, John A. Pro^laveiy-and-TexBB Sena- 
tor 381. 

Downing, CoL S. Votes for City Bank, 
Buj3alo90. 

Dromgoole, Geom C. 97. 

Dry Dock Bank, N, Y. 94. 

Duane, William. On last War 4; on Mer- 
ehantg'Bank28; on Ciinton 49, 54 : on*Burr's 
conspiracy 62 ; on oongresamen 9o*» notice of 
115; approves of xefnsal to remore deposits 
119; 1^; on newspapers 147; ib. 183; on 
the peace 369. 

DuAKfi, WiLLUM John. 100; secretary of 
the treasury 115; notice of 116; his course re- 
latiye to the public treasure 116 to 131 ; 141 ; 
refuses Russian Mission 132; dismissed 132, 
133; married Franklin's grand4aughter 116; 
deposits and 131 ; ib. 346. 

Dudley, Charles E. Voles to drive Clinton 
from the canal board 58 ; one of the immortal 17 
-57; prays toBiddleibrabranch of theU.S.!B. 
79; party votes for banks 87; toHoytSlO. 

Duels. 3. 

Duer, John. On Van Ness's bribery 28; 
joins the Bncktails 39: BuUer on 170; 184; 
190; 209; notice of 3l0; Hoyt bitter against 
813, 318, 219. 

Duer, Col. William. 310. 

Duer, William A. Joins the Bocktails 29 : 
defends the right against Allen 51 ; notice of 
310. 

Duncan, Dr. Alex. For V. B. at Bait. 295. 

Durben, Dr. On War 4. 

Durham, Earl of. Explains causes of revolt 
in Canada 285 to 287. 

Earll, Jonas, Jr. Votes to end Clinton 
ftom the Canal Board 53 ; one of Van Buren's 
immortal 17—67: bank votes by 87. 

Baton, John Henry. Leaves Congress for 
office 101. 

Eaton, Lewis. In Crawford Caucus 55: 
president City Bank, Buflhlo 91 ; salety fund 
commissioner 93. 

Eaton, Mrs. [Widow Timberiake]. Trou- 
ble about her character 109. 

Edmonds, John W. Stockjobbing 67 ; 111 ; 
126; sends J. V» Buren to jail, and advises 

Wright to give him SlOOO 148 ; Buder on 

164; Mrs. Butler on his pauperism 171 ; note 
305; Webband325: on debt laws 367. 

EwJCATioN. By cheap Postage 4 ; 301 ; im- 
portance of 20 ; Qirard leaves millions for 1 16 ; 
Smithson |^,000 for 116; Young and L. 
Beardsleyand 129; Hoyt goes to V. B.'s aca- 
demy 317 ; of laborers 281. 

Electioneering. By V. B. 134 ; Jackson 96 ; 
Purdy and Homnan 132; Biarcyon237; A. 
Waid23»^. 

Elections by the People. 3; by districts 56. 

Electoral BiU (1834.) Butler against 168-9; 
Croswell on 195-6 ; ready to vote either way 
on 196. 

Ellis, Powhattan. 101 : votes for V. B. as 
miaitterllS. 

Embaiga Clinton on 31 ; 34. 



Embezzling Public Monies. Theron Rudd 
34 ; cases 133 ; law to punish, itself a cheat 
141; 149. 

Emmet, Thomas Addis. Takes part with 
Clinton when expelled from the canaiboard 52. 

England. [See Britain.] 

Everett, Edward. 11; for aid to exiles 131 ; 
votes about deposits 134. 

Ewing Thomas. Vote against Stevenson 
96; and against V. Buren 113. 

Exchange Bank (Barker's.) 39; 157; 158; 
163. 

Fillmore, Millard. Votes on M. & F. bank 
86 ; for aiding Polish exiles 131. 

Fish, Preserved. Director of 6 mill, bank 
37: 113; InstructB V. B. 314; Oambreleng for 
234. 

Fisk,Theophilu8. Blair by 145. 

Flaog, Azariah C. Votes, 1824, to expel 
Clinton from the canal board 53; performs, 
1828, as (me of his chief mourners ! 55 ; votes 
with the immortal 17 to keep power from the 
people 57; votes for party bank charters 87; 
free banks and 137-8; his state pet bank system 
139; buys 3 walls of a house 147; on his re- 
solve against popular election, Butler, Seklen 
and Van Buren 173; on free banking 174; 
regency log-rolling, the lobby, gold, and bank 
restraints 175 ; his currency cure and notions, 
ib. ; on safety ftmd banks 176 ; against foreign 
monsters 179 ; on private banking 176-9 ; gen- 
eral banking law l8l, 182 ; succeeds Yates 
188; 203; Bennett and 321; councils Marcy 
on breeches 339. 

Florida. Jackson in 106; V. Buren ex- 
pends many milKops in 145., dec.; bloodhounds 
m 146 ; Greeley on war in 382 ; 396. 

FoRBfONEas— Adopted Citizems. Van Bu- 
ren about 44 ; a chapter on 66 to 73 ; Craw- 
ford's attack and Cooper's defence of 68 lo 71 ; 
Irving, Denman, Van Ness on 70 ; Blair on 
71; millions left by, to educate natives 116: 
V. Buren and 236. 

Forman, Judge Joshua. Invents the r^rSale- 
ty Fund 84; 88; 306. 

Foot, Samuel A. On political proscription 

Forsyth, John. In Crawford caucus 55; 
votes for Stevenson 98 ; 101 ; intrigues &x V. 
Buren 107-8 : in Crawford caucus 195. 

France. Her views and condition 46, 47 ; 
Buder on troubles with 173 ; Quizot on 380. 

Franklin, Benjamin. And E^land's chan- 
ceTT304. 

Free Banking. ^; 137-8; Peel against 
140; Flm:* Livingston, Cuttioig, &c on 173 

Free Trade. America and Britain 370. 

Frelinghuysen, Theodore. Ill; rejects V. 
B.13aL 

fYeneh, James M. 30. 

Fulton Bank, N. Y. Chartered 87. 

Gaines, Gen. F^dmund. Ordered to invade 
Mexico 64. 

Gales and Beaton. On War 3. 

Gallatin, Albeit Acandidatefor V.P. 71: 
on U. 8. banks 77j Uk 171. 
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Oaidmr, Col. Chu. K. Notice of 188. 
Gamnr, NaChAiiieL 101. 
Georgia LegJaktore. McAlUster'fl aeoount 
food of gold minee 2S8-9. 
CHloM8t,Mr. Batler and 157. 
Oillett, Ransom H. Votes aid to exiles 131 ; apon de> 
poelte qvestlon 131 

Oirardi Stephen. A FVenehman leares milUone to ed< 
neate Araericana 1 16. 
Oiiard Bank, PUla. PepoettiM in 131 
Olentwortb. 11: Bntlers eant and hypooxlsy, bor- 
roired for the eleotlen 261 

Qodwin, Parke. Strong remarks on relierlng pnbUo 
eUstress, by 360-1. 

Ooldaon, Samnel P. 10, 13, 11 
Gorham, Beiuuntn. Report on treasury banks 133. 
GoepeL Butler's anxiety for stated preaefaing of the 
153. 
GoQTemenr. Sam. A. Beta 313. 
Graham, Jonn L. 177. 

Greeley, Horace. On NatiT«I«m 70; on Walker 96; 
on ft state enb-treasury 139; on protection to land set- 
tlers 150; on Florida 382; on Rltohie399; ou Texas 
•crip 301. 

Green. Byram. Votes to expel Clinton from caoal 
board, 1831 Sa 

Green, Gsnenl Dvff. 108, 107, 118. 145; V. B. and 
Cambreleng subseribe 300 ; printer to Congress 208. 
Green, James L. 183. 
Green, Beigamin W. 399; 301. 
Greene, MUsjor, ot Boston Post Rltehie griered at 
214. 315; on eommon lair 303-SL 

Griswold, George. On Banks 131 ; Bntler on 171. 
Orundy, relix. Votes for Steyenson 98 ; and for Van 
Boren 1 13: teaohes Polk lair 133 : on Canada 381 
Gulaot, f . For neutrality by Franee, on war here 380. 
Hall, Jonathan Preseott C5n BuUer>s patriotism 305. 
Halt, Willis. Oneomaionlairll. 
HaUcek, Fitz Greene. Butler on 162; tetter 163. 
HallettyW.P. 113. 

Hamer, Thomas L. Votes on deposits 131 
Hamilton, Alexander. Prefers Jefferson to Barr 63. 
Hamilton, James A. Impeaches Van Ness for bribery 
33 ; joins the Bncktails 39 ; socoeeds Clay as secretary of 
state, pro tem. 45; strong opposer of the war 45 ; in the 
intrigue against Calhonu 107 : auctions, Taraee and 306 ; 
a spoilsman 309; 218; buys Blair a press 233; to prop 
the Standard 347. 
Hamilton. John C. Joins «he Buoktails 29; 2ia 
^ Hammond, Jabei D. Ambrose Spenoer on 48 ; the Jed. 
Prendergast ease 53. 

Hanoock, John. On private tatters on public matters 
301. 

Hard, Gideon tUte M. C] On banks 138 ; on starery 
381. 

Hard Money. The Jaekson reform 189, 140 ; Ander^ 
«on doubts It 319. 
Harris, W. P. Colnmbns. Bmbeasles 910:>,000— 133. 
Harrison, William H. His death 102: Cass on 104; 
on onrrency 139 ; abuse of, approved by Van Buren 144 ; 
defeats Van Bmren 383. 
Havemerer, William F. 313. 

Hayne, CoL K. M. 106; ra}«rtsV. B 113: his son 30a 
Read, .Sir Franeis. A Tain, bad Canadian goremor 
386 to 38a 
Herkimer ConTentlon. 1828—300^. 
Hill, Imsc. On Adams, Clay andCrtiwIbtd 83; Votes 
tat Steyenson 98; and for V. Bnren 113 ; expose of Blair 
by 149; Ritchie on 314; hisspeeeh333; betting 339. 
Roes, Mazy and Hannah 19, 30. 
Hoes, Barent Security for Argus 190; d'y sh*f, lb. 
Hoffman, Joslab Ogdcn. Jdns the Boektnils 39: Cunp- 
WUon«(»,318. 

HopvicAN, MioHASL Vots OH M. Slid F. bssk 86 : 
te Backer 91; notiee of 131, 132; sinec u re eflices held 
by— pet bank veiea 131 : mismanagement ta ofllce of 133; 
Webb and 332. 

Hogeboom, John C A flO kaa to nephew aAfcts V. 
B.Jftt: CorneUQa, la efliee 190; presides in Hudson 

Rolbuui's Lift of V. Buren. Pn1bhim7% 
Holises, Jebn. Veted to r^ect V. B. 113. 
Horn, Henry. Vote on trsasury depositee ISl, 
k, Dr. David. BaOer agitost 1691 



Houston, SamueL In Texas 64, 106 * Beach on 30 '. 
Hoyt and ButJer. Correspondence, pages 9 to 14*, lires 
of 129; pages 151 and 173. 



HoYT, JX8SB. Vouchers inopportunely stolen frott 
132 ; hia embeazlement 141 ; Butler's caU to the nncon- 
yerted 153; admitted in chancery court 163; Butler's 
character of— wants him to be cashier at Buffalo 16C ; 
learning of 15C ; publishes Butler's letter to deoeiye 169; 
Butler exhorts 1G3; writes to none but 163; is the oldest 
friend of 170; helps Marey to write Us message 176; N. 
A. Trust Co. and 179, 183; to, on marrisge 186: the 
storekeeper 187; his sureties as collector IM ; V. B. en- 
dorses for 301 ; office-hunting 308 to 313; V. B. on Us 
ill-manners— hunts for an cOoe to him— educates him 
216| 317 : Ingham to, on embecsling, lb. ; pushes for a 
nlaoe 318; helps Biair 333: introduces Ander«on and 
Keruochan 349 ; hates rogues— pays for the gospel 350 ; 
bets 255 ; debts of 368: a fire commissioner, ib. ; specu- 
lates with the depositee 261 ; slanders the merchants 
271. 

Hoyt, Lorenvx Manager of Washington and Warren 
bank 161 : Van Buren's student 165, IGC, 188; likes law 
to beat aown equity 199 ; morals so so 194 ; notiee o^ 
ib. ; letter 194; a surety for 9200,00a 194: utterly de- 
void of principle 199; for the spoils 210; lobbying 237; 
on Livingston's oouversion 341-2; dealtaig in stocks 3&2; 
agent to Silas Wright 359. 

Httbbell, Walter. Wans the state against V. B.'s 
Safety Fund 89. 

Hubbard, Henry. Votes for tbe treasuiy pets 131 ; 
ditto 134 ; proposes Polk 393. 

Hubbeil, Levi. On Marey and Sub-Treasury 207. 

Hudson, Bank ot Van Buren lobbies for the, and 
takeBofBcein33,34; winding up of 307. 

Hull, General W. OnCana(b361 

Hume, Joseph. Efforts to do Justice to Canada 2S6-A. 

Hunter John. Voteon City Auik, Bnflalo 90; on free 
banks 17& 

Hypocrisy, Religious. See Butler. 

Immortal Seyenteen Senators of N. Y. G7. 

Indians. On numriages with 69, 71 ; Cass on the 106, 
397; Jackson and 106 ; warlike condition of the 375 ; fifty 
millions exjicnaod to banifih and kill383 ; Ritchie on 30(1 

lugersoU, Charles J. On banks 114 ; for Maekaixie'e 
release 390. 

lugbam, S. D. Opposes the minority caucus of 1834. 
55; 100; Jaekson and 100: Russia and 110; Hoyt and 
309 ; on offlce-bM;gars 316, 317 ; no^e 240 

Instructions, Riftht of. 2. 

Ireland, l^iyal bribery in 96^ 

Irving, John T. On intolerance 70. 

Jackson. Andrkw. Coddington tries to head 13 
opinion of Clinton by 55; nominated first by Burr 58 
359; Itis desisns agaiait Mexico, with Burr, 60 to 64, 
Jefferson on 60: Mexican^ioHey of 64 ; abuse of, by Noeh 
and Croewell To, 79 ; practice and pro^essioB on aflHiiut- 
ments 96 to 99 ; invasion of Fl(«ida by 106 ; Mrs. Eaton 
and 109 ; Ingham and 1 10 : on pet banks 1 14 ; scolds tbe 
pets 116; Duaneand 133; bis great reform 139; for hard 
money 140; antl-Sub-Treasuiy 141 ; escai^es an ajtsasslu 
173; his confldenee in Van Buren 316 ; fur 331 ; to be tun 
again 398 ; Ritchie on 300 : Van Buren and 302. 

Jackson, DanieL And Blair's ./^ve peess 338; bank- 
James, William. Takes part with Clinton when vkh 
lently removed from the Canals 53. 

Jay, William. On slavery S78. 

Jefferson. Thomas. 6; en Buir 60; on eleetioos 99; 
on England 271 ; on slavery 275. 

Johnson, Cave. Votes for depesits to Folk's pets 131 
and 134 ; and no relief to poor exiles 131 ; at Convention 
293; 396; and postiife law 301. 

Johnson, Jeromtrs. From Congress to Custom House 
101; biUeting his relations 319; Swartweut on his ap- 
praising 323. 

Johnson, Richard M. Opposes tbe 1624 Crawford can- 
is 55: votes on deposit questlos 134; endorsee Van Bu- 
tt 363; for Canada 385 : on a«th«^ tanprisonratnt 291. 

Jones, Henry Floyd. Vote on BuflUo City Bank 90. 

Jones, Samuel FW six nillion bank 27 ; Chief Jnstice 
27 : Hoyf s surety for 9300,000-194. 

Jordsn, Ambrose L. Opposed by the regency tML 

Jmors. On Bodine trial 6; merchants ordeied lob« 
caeMsd KT In ttemntile SMes 871. 
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JmncB, AoMiMiaTRATXON 07. Refomi reqiured In 
6; In the Somen cue 7 ; corrapt where buikA are in- 
TolTBd 86 ; Buffalo bank% and 90, 91 ; by L. Hojt, 193. 

Keim, Ueorge M. On Mackenzie'a imprisonment 29O. 

Kemble, John W. Abases the Irish, and jobs in the 
stoek8 67; ill. 

Kbndali., Amos. Letters to Clay on Jaekaon, dec. ( , 
Sketch of— his oondoct to Clay 117 to 120 ; abase of Mao- 
kensie 118; Bennett on 122: 126; on free banking 138 
Ritehie soaDdalised at 214. 215. 

Labonrs. Their condition, by Galhonn and Cbanning 
281. 

Lansing, John. V . Bnren w'd make him a P. M. 82. 

Law. In U. S. 6 ; in N. Y. state 138; in oonrt of er- 
roxa. Alb'y 193; [aee 302 to 305, also 00m. law, and court 
of (uianoeryi. 

Lawbbncb, Cobkxuvs W. Oets the N. Y. Cnstom 
JBa 12, 292; retains Record Clerks and Bogardus 13; 
112; got a two nullion charter, and reered 1 16 ; 125 ; 132; 
TOtes on trtasnxy banks 131; nelps Blair to a press 233 ; 
238 ; dlsrepatable oondoct on the bank question 247; let- 
ters to Hxgyt on b>k 2i8; more of tbem 219; bets with 
I^yt262. 

Lawrence, Joeeph. Bank President, Ase. 116. 

Lawrence, W. B. On firee banking 174. 

Laws. Who shonld hare the Veto on 2 ; ehaek on bad 
laws in Oa. 229. 

Leake, Isaac Q. Cashier Y. B.'s old Buftao bank, 33 ; 
Cantlne's partner In the Argus 34; UlshoefEar for 190; 
for Clay 197. 

Leayitt, Joshua. On Van Buren's pro slaTatj creed 
278. 

Le Foy, Abraham. Gets into ooBtom houBo-Hiom's 
Maroy2S7. , _^ 

Lee,Oideon. 112; LeggeUon33l. 

Lee, John B. Trial for peijury 91. 

Lee, Olirer. Polk delegate and pet banker 293. 

Leflbrts, John, L. L votes to drire Clinton flrom ca- 
nal board 63; and as one of the immortal 17-^7 \ bank 
Totes ST. 

Leggett, Wm. On DL Jackson S33; on Maroy 235; 
notloe of 262. 

Lewis, Dixon ja. Vote agst. pei Vks 131 

Lewis, Major W. B. On 00m. of enqairy about Jaskson 
eO: Ritchie to 96; 109; 300. 

LewiB, Morgan. For 6 milL Vk. 27. 

Lincoln, LeTi Votes abt depositee 131 

liTiogston, Charles L. Opposed to Bishop's expul- 
sion 07; and to safetr fimd 92; 111: 126; and to the 
" obartered nuisances '' he had raade^fbr some restraints 
off 176 to 181 ; on N. Y. pUots 178; on credit, ib. : adrioe 
to Hoyt 180; 225; notice of— Ibr national bank 241. 

LiTlngston, Edwardj of La. (was a defaulter at N. Y. 
Ibr 9100,000]. OffBT to Sterinson 96 ; learee congress Ibr 
the cabinet 101: DaTeiae marries his sister 68. 

Liringston, Sdward, Speaker H. of A. Cutting on his 
bonk notions 177; 180: notice of 181; on marriage 186; 
lettera 186-7; 197 (tor lottery). 

LlTingstoUt Edward P. A candidate for Senator--de- 
Mted ^; rotes, 1821, to drire Clinton from Canal board 
63 : against electors by the people 37. 

Liringston, Peter R. 185. 

Liringston, R. R. Opposed by Van Alen for Congress 
21: one of the 1st canal oom'rs 63. 

Literary Property. See W. T. IMPConn. 

LIres of Hoyt and Butler. Motives flnr, and aooount 
pub1i<»tl<m 7 to 18 ; where printed and by whom 



for 174^180; L. Hoyt 



of, that K»».. — ^ . . 
18: the publishers, ib. 

Lobby, The. Cutting's 
w'd Join 237. 

London Timeii. Its tone in 1814—268. 

Long Island Bank. Chartered 37. 

Loomis, A. Gets stock with Hoftnan, &e. 131-2. 

Lounsberry, Ebeneaer. Votes fbr city b'k. BufUo 90. 

Lyons, Blc oC Broken 94. 

Lytle, Robert T. An M. C. gets oflee lOL 

lUnt, Chancellor. For a reference of the Constitn. 
tion to the people 3: refkises injnnctleos far oppressire 
purposes to Hoyt and Bntlar 42, 161 ; 127 ; Butler soolds 

K«mochan.Joiw^ A bank delegate 1U8. 

Kores, Pertey. Votes in Senate to expet Clinton ftom 
Cvaal board 53; rotas with Van Bnzra's tanmortal 17— 
57'tattkTotM8r. 



Kibbe, Isaas. 1st BuflUo bank president 33. 

Eing, Charles. Accuses Van Ness of bribery 27 , char- 
acter of V. Buren by 73. 

King, Preston. Afsl bank charters 177; a friend to 
cheap postage 178: 189; 271. 

King, RuAis. v. Buten feared he might not dislike 
Clinton 54: V. Buren for 70; for univerml suffrage 72; 
Parker on 82: Barker, Jacob on 192. 

King, WiUiam (of Ala.) Votes for Sterenson 98 ; and 
V. Buren 112. 

Knower, Bex^jamln. Stops payt 85 

Knox, John. LibetaUty of 69. 

McAllister. M. a of Gla. On Jesse's golden mine 937; 
rary original letter to Hoyt, about InoorpoEating New 
Fotosi, 228-9. 

McBride, James. A revenue borrowing banker 186. 

MeClure, Oen. Geo. Votes against the immortal 17— 
67. 

McCook, DanieL Banks, Baltimore Conr'ns and 307. 

M'Cotm, WiL&iAV T. interferes with the fiteedom of 
the press 13, 14 : hU EaniTT to Hoyt and Butler 16 to 
18 : 148 : Selden on 173 ; decisions of 301 

McCuIloh, Comptroller. His frank 11. 

McDuffle, George. On dlssolrlng the Union 61 ; agit. 
Polk's treasury banks 134; ib. 143: notloe of 301. 

Maolntyre, Archibald. Against Bk. of Ameriea 27. 

MeJimsey, Robert Hoyt, the Trust Co. and 179 
Hoyf s brother-in-law and surety 194 ; 230 . 

Mack, Ebeneaer. Vetea for BufiUo city bank 90 
< goes the whoto hog ' 179. 

Maekeniie, W. L. 5, 9. 11; CoryeU's note to 13: 
Sfaunm's note to 15; on CkixnAal Trade 112; Baiker«B 
letter to 192; V. B.'s disotaUmer 222; warning to Eng- 
land in 1832—287; Keim and Johnson on imprisonment 
290-1. 

McKown, James. Takes part with Clinton when 
driren from Canal board 62; is partner with J. V. B. 
148,258. 

McLean, John. Argt fer Indians in Snpreme Court 
296. 

McLane, Louis, M. C. Gets an Mnbassr 101; takea 
the Treasury Dept 111; on currency, 190; may loan 
money now 181; Cambreleng agst. his trees, rept. 960; 
agst. alliances in Europe, &e. 279. 

MaoNeren, Dr. W. J. V. Buren on 20a 

MoNnlty, John, Clerk of Congress. Got off by » 
quirk ilaws scarce there] 141, 295. 

Macon, NathanieL On exeoutiro power 99 ; on neiK 
traUty2d4. 

Maoy, John B. City Bank BuflMo, and 90l 

Madison^ Jamea. Nominated as President in 1812, 44 r 
onU. S,Bank75. ^ ' 

Maison, General Leonard. Votes for city b'k Bnflhlo 
90 : un restraining law 176 to 179. 

Mallory, Jamen. His bank rotes 38; rotea to expel 
Clinton from Canal board 53; and with the immortal 17 
agst. the people 57 ; Marcy on 199. 

Manhattan Bank. 27; a national pet 124; a state pet 
139. 

Mann, Abijah, jr. 131 ; rotes for pet banks 131 

Habct, William L. Borrows nt the New Hope 34 ; 
53 ; nrden the Banben to Ireland CT ; prayer of, to 
BIddle, for U. S. Bank extensiun 79 ; Bnflalo b^ and 90, 
91 ; 99 ; votes for V. B. 112 ; his roortpiee message 125 
to 137; against 248: anti-slavery, or King pamphlet by 
197 ; nom'd for gorr. 199 ; legnllxes bank suspension 
137 ; wheels nmnd agst bank monopoly 138 : boys p*t 
of a hoose 147 ; a new move in banking by Hoyt and 
175 ; on King and Mallory 199 ; served on the bench 
till wanted, by V. B. 207 ; Hnbbell, Jce. nn sub-traasory 
and 207 ; Webb on S3B ; electioneering 934-5 ; Bennett, 
Webb, and Leggett on 235; election of *32— 937; en 
bravery, bineehea, barber^ Sec. 939; ditto 240; bets on 
by V.B., 959-7; nomi'd In 6onv*nrm cnstom ho. 957; 
buunes the merchanu, knowing better 258 ; on Ca- 
nada 280,292; foxy 294; on Canada996; onU. 8lB. 
297. 

Marriages. Crawford for Indian 71 . 

Mason, Gen. John T. agt, to Sw't in Tens 980; 
notice of25l. 

Mason. John Y. Voles oa bank depoaltes 131 and 
134: and afsainst Polish ezUes 131. 

May. WULL.,M.C. On land siriei, I 
der9n. 



NEW. 



PET. 



IkUyo. Dr, of Va. On omtenUnf 149 ; 90L 

MiaweU, Hugh. Uoyt on 218. 

Muwell, Dr. P. On Albany iiank Junto 88. 

Measvren in Ciutom tioiue, 12. 

Mechanics' and Farnien* Bank Albany. Sonthwick 
nctident 81 ; Oicou and Worth and 86 ; 94 ; gels roil- 
lioos bef. election 126 ; is a state pet 139 ; galled by Bat 
ler 160. 

Mechanics' B*k. N. Y. Depositee in 134. 

Mkbchamts, AMsaiCAif. Campbeirs dlstrost of 
J91: 19S; injustice done to by appraisora 223: Marcy 
aoenies nnjusUy 258; ill treatment of 271 ; ordered by 
V. Bn's admin, to be stmck off inriea on matters of 
dOr trade 271. 

Merchanu* bank, N. Y. 28; 33 ; Clinton, Icc on 86 
125. 

Meserole, Abnhain. To be hired as a hireling's ce- 
phe«r219. 

Meserole, Bernard J. Swartwout on appraisers 223. 

MatropoUs. B'k of the. A pet 114. 

Mexico. Jackson and Burr's views about 60 to 63 ; 
Sedffwick and Channing on 63 ; Van Boren's course to 
64,281; Poinsett in 203; 287; 279; Beach on 306. 

Miami EiporUng Co. 36. 

Michifsn Banks Deposites In 124. 

Milleri Jesse. Aooepts offlcei though an M C. 191. 

Miller, Sjlvaaos. Made Sorrqgate 21. 

BfinUters of the OospeL Onght they to he eligible 

MiaaourL Votes on slayery in 278, 279. 

Monroe, President James. Fifty-one Feds. Joins bis 
fiienda 29; on U. S. hank 76; diapute with V. B. about 
i^ mi. 81 to 83 ; to Jaekaon on Florida war 106 ; and on 
Calhoun, lb. ; againat monaxehy in N. Amedea 280; on 
GMMKla284. 

Monroe, Jamea. Joina satires 174: Webb and 225 ; 
288: aneers at good men— deala in atooka 263. 

Moodle,Col. Death of 289. 

Hoore^OabileL R^jeota V. B. 112 ; Webb to fight him 
ftrfhat232. 

Moore, ThTmaa P. An M. C. geta an embaaay 101 ; 
Van Buren to 802. 

Moore, CoL W. £. 221 ; on Canada 289. 

MoRia. Robert R Hia Glentworth c aa e oommon law 
11; Saftty Fund banka, Marey'a meaaage and 126 ; aa a 
P. 11.301. , , .-^ 

National ConTention. For retom and Improrement 
would be uaefiil 101. 

National Debt 144, 146. 

KationallntelUgeDoer. On Canada long ago 283: 281 

National Reformera. Their land plan 160; Parke 
Godwin <m prindplea of 2.^0-1 ; Cambreleng wanted— 
only to toiifc 263; on atopping monopoly, ib.; 160 acres 
per fiunily 273. 

Natire Americana. The right aort 53. 

Natireiam. Crawford its champion 68 ; Oreeley on 70 ; 
Koah its candidate 204. 

Naral Office, N. Y. Improperly managed, rery 132; 
reanlta, ib. 

NoTlUe, BSajor Morgan [ReoeiTor of Land Rer. Cinoin> 
oaU]. On Borr, &e. 26a 

Nerins, RoaaeU H. On banka and atocka 188-9 ; ditto 
296. 

Hew Hope Del. Bridge Co. ATickettyoonoem34. 

New Orieana. Burr plana its aeiiure 61. 

Nbw York Constitutional Convxvtion, 1&16. 
Remarks on 1 to 6; author an early Mend to 16 ; Hoff- 
man and 132; Van Buren againat 806. 

New York diatom Houae. Facta about the 12; 13; 
133: 147; aotive partisana paM with plunder at 219; 
fiunlUea serred, ib. ; political appraiaers 223 ; Ulahoeffer 
to Hoyt 364. 

cSce also, C. W. Lawrence; Miohael Hofftaian ; Jeaae 
Hurt; Meaaurers; Ingham Coryell; C. S: Bogardna; 
8: Swartwout: Appratsers: 

N. Y: Ereidng Post 73; 132; free banklne 138; ad- 
Tcrtistng 147; against Maroy'a mortgage 247-8; on 

New YoVk Obiwrver. On the U. S. oonstitutlon 56. 

N: Y: Poat Office. Enormous inoonu of postmaster, 
and charge for boxee 801. 

Nf Y: Safety Fund Banka: A ftUl aeconnt of SI to 95; 
GIty Bank of Buffido, and 90 ; eommiasloner?, a mockery 
69,90; mlaoeaduetofbankdbeet«n94;fisilttrcofbank8 



ib:; V: Bozen and N: Y: banks control remotal of depo- 
sites 120: 126-6; the catastrophe, 136-7; Flaggon 176. 

New York Sun: See M: Y: P«u;h. 

Newspapers isee printing]: 74 ; 147; Agitate threogfa 
178; 182; Argns 190; Ritchie ott independence of— edi- 
tors bought up 214, 215 ; Deeatur and 221 ; V: Buren 
keeps Bennet independent 245. 

Niagara, Bank oft See Buffiilo, Bank of 1816. 

Noah, Mordbcai M: On Van Buren 22 : on ditto 
and Hudson bank 24; on rotation in office 74; abuses 
Jaekaon 78; nominates Van Buren 83; on Cambreleng 
103; on Hoffman 131; grief for Swartwout 133; Butler 
instruots 168: malignity of 186; Ulahoeffer on 190^. 
after the printing 193; Cruswell pnises 19^ ; Van Buren 
ditto 197 ; Van Buren suggesU to 300 ; in 1827-8, 201 ; 
Van Buren'scrief at loss of elocUon of 206 ; Swiss mer- 
cenary 214 ; Ritchie to, on Independence 215 ; offlee beg- 
ging 216 ; borrows by Burrows 223 ; denounees Wet- 
more and hunts for a general's berth 225 ; kind to poor 
Blair 233 ; editor of the Sun 306. 

Nominations: A moekeiy of demoorae/ 234. 

North American Trust Co: Hoyt's oonnection with 
179. 

Norrell, John: Note to Gage 290. 

Nullilloation: NuUiflere era^ 236. 

Oakley, Jesae (Swarf t's surety): 220,221. 

Oakley, Thomas J: Appointed Attorney General by 
the federaUata 29 ; Jeaae'a auzety for ^UD0,000, 194 ; anti- 
war 310. 

CConnell. Daniel: 47 ; on Polk and alaTery 273; com- 
mon law and 303. 

Office Hunting: 12; 22; 30; 8i, 82; by Kendall 117 
to 119 ; by John Van Buren 148 ; by Edmonds, ftc: 170, 
171 ; Cutting annoyed by 180 ; B<qrt on 198 ; CoddIi«- 
ton 208 to 214: Hoyt and Swartwont 209 to 212; Sptoer 
212 ; Ritchie's Horror at 215 : Noah at 216 ; Ingham an- 
noyed by 217 ; Hoyt again, ib:; Van Buren hunta for 
Hoyt 2i6 ; a funlly afBiir 219 ; more 220, 221 ; Webb 
and IToah 224, 225 ; Webb f other way 230-1 ; Wetmore 
243 

Official Station. Ought priests to be ineligible to holdt 

Qgden, Franein Oonaul at Lirerpool 63; deftats 
Cambrelenr 101 ; 2ia 

Qgden, Henry: On Hqyt's letters 9 ; custom houae 
and 133. 

Ogsbury, Fzsmda: Wetmore on 243 : an actire poUt!- 
cian244. 

Oleott, Egbert' CaaUer of Waterrliet bank 94: 

Olcott, Theodore: Surety fcr Egbert 94: 

Oleott, t: W: Aa a aecurity 94 ; 126 ; to Butler on 
pretended banka 157 ; coaxea vainly 160: 

One term principle 111. 

Oregon qneation: 271,272,291 

O'SnlllTan, John h. A contractor 71 ; conlbases the 
sins of his party 133 ; pufft Beers^s bank 180 ; rebukes 
the slavers 694 ; eimtemns the coUU 296. 

Oswego, Commercial B*k of brolcen a. f. 94. 

Owen, Robert Dale. Luminous (!) argument on star 
very 50. 

Pakenham, Richard. Gklhcmn to, on elementa of 
public aafety 6S. 

Parker, Philip 8. Speech on ▼. Renaaelaer's appL 8S. 

Pamell, Sir Henry. Fbr Canadian Independence 98S. 

Partnership, Law. In England 140. 

pAtTT BUT Mo PRiKcms. 39 ; 31 ; Peter Allen, and 
H. Fellowes 61 ; Clinton excluded fVom Canal Board 
50 to 54 ; the Bucktails 66; Davis describes 80 to 83 : 
Monu^rue on 115: Bntler*s profession ngt 151,— and 
efforts for 168—9; Sutherland's letter on 183; carried 
fkr 166 ; Aigus in aid of 100 ; Llvlnesuin, Van Baren 
and Thonii)Bon 196 ; V. B. on (beti) 205 ; saved by a 
Doctor 907 ; spedmens 308 to 214. 

Peace. 136. 

Peace of 1816. Comments in old and new worios on 
26f>to870. 

Poarce. Dutee J. To Hoyt on Rhode Island politics, 
Potter, Francis. Ice. 2.'>3. 

Peel, Sir Robert. On English Banking Ua 

Pet, Doposlte. or Trensury Banks. Account of H* ^ 
126 ; Jnrkson admires and Is deceived by 115. 116; poli- 
tical llfi; Kendall apent to 117; Polk the JewilDII •5- 
vocnte of 130 to 134 ; $646,754 loeC thro' 134 ; 50 Polk 
pets now 141 
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Fhatps, Thaddeiu. aneer six baak mad Apm trade 
letter by 174 ; Livingston oa 178 ; Hoyt*s sotety 194 ; S38 
961. 

Phillips, Joshua. Leaves Cnaton Ho. 133 ; how he 
and Aaron N. got Into it 31«. 

Piend^igust, Jediah. Van Borea and Toong's con- 
dnct toward him S3. 

Pickens. Frances W. Blair's picture by 144 ; at Bal- 
timore 293. 

Pise, Or. Conatanline. On Church and State Unkms 
60. 

Pitcher, GeneraiNathM. Davis on V. B*s nsage of 
80, 81 ; on banks86 ; reason for V. B*s mUtrast of 154 } 
Ihk5i07 ; in opposition S34. 

Planters' B'k of MississippL Deposlles in 134. 

Plattshurgh Banks. 34; 94. 

Poindeztor, George. Votes ag*t Stevenson 96; on 
IVoodbury and Hoy 1 149 ; Webbfor -fighting 333. 

Poinsett, J. R. opposes the Crawford Caocns 55; 
2.X),000 militia plan by 145 ; notice of 303; in Mexico 879. 

Polish exiles. ' Vote on aiding 131. 

Pi>LK, Jambs Knox. On private papers 10 ; dnly ap- 

rtciaies the Hoyt correspondence— selects Morris as 
M. 11 ; rejectt Coddington 13 ; keeps Record Qerks 
13; keeps BoUer in oflke, tho' dishonest; why 30; 
41 ; 47 ; his inaugnral on Texas and Slavery 59 ; nativ- 
ism elected 70 ; Wetroore and 90 ; 97 ; at h*d of ways 
and means 9d ; t's Buchanan frum Congress 9d ; 103 ; 
116 ; notice of 133; 134; V. Boren's pet bank chani-, 
pion 130 b> 134 ; on Oregon 131 ; pays Hoffman ail ar- 
rears 131—3 : refuses aid to exiles 131 ; opposes sub- 
treasury 134 ; 141 ; is its leading advocate II!; checks 
bank enquiry 135: condemns land speculation, but sng- 
geats no remedy 150; his N. Y. DisL Attorney and the 
ratroon 138-9 [and see Butler]; Butler, HoyTs sureties 
and 194^1 ; laL49^ and 372; 's nativelsm373 ; O'Con- 
nell u>2t3 ; ou c(*lonial system S79{ changed 380 ; Noah's 
dislike to, ib.; dislikes V. BurenSOl; his pledges and 
nomination at Baltimore 393 to 296; and Blair 300: 
chooses Ritchie 301 ; on postage 301 ; Beach, Texas and 

Porter, Cnvemor David. Weed, the bank and 30B. 

Fop ter. Peter B. Vote on F. and M. bank 86. 

Postage. 4; Tyler secures cheap 111 ; ad\'antages 
of 301. 

Po3i-oflice. Espionage system in 11 ; .Van Bnren 
makes political machinery of it 3a 

Powers, James. Votes against city b*k, Buffalo 90. 

Prall. Ichabod. Swartwout on appraisers 333. 

Prire, Wuu M. 113; 330: Hoyt shnns him 350 : 357. 

Pr..aTiMa. See Croswell— Leake— Cantine— Blair— 
Uiu.Ule— Southwlck — Hill — Evening Post — Newspa- 
pers. 

Private Banking. FlaggonlTO; Tracy for 179. 

Private C>»rrespondence. Polk on 10, 11 ; Crawford 
on lOrs; Cainbreleng's notions of 334; Webb on 336; 
Franklin and 304. 

Proscripiion. Political. V. B. for 1 12. 

PcBUc- Lands. How to stop monopoly, and lay out 
new states l.V); Jackson desired tn stop monopoly in 
3S3; Dallas on :£fti; American C6. 306. 

Purdy, Elijah P. 131 ; 320. 

anackenboss, Uangle M. [surety for Swartwout] 
319. 

Randolph, John. Envoy to Russia 100 ; on U. S. Bank 
139; oa Caniid&383. 

Randolph, Thos. Jefierson. 340 i on slavery 378. 

Redfield, Heman J. Votes to expel Clinton from canal 
board 53 ; and agst the people, •» one of the Immortal 
17—67 ; votes for party banks 87 ; CUnlon w'd not no- 
minate 303. 

Reese, Msjor. A very honest bank commissioner is 94. 

Reform. Its gigantic strides over Britain and Ireland 
46,47; lb. 372. 

Kejon. Manuel C. On U. S. Mexican policy 65. 

Religious FreedooL Increase of, in United Kingdom 
47. Represenuitive System. 3. 

Repudiation of Debts. Foreign cxediton on 367. 

Revolution of 1776. Walpole an admirer of 48. 

Riggs, Isaac. Votes s^t. Clinton's removal from the 
canal board 02 ; and to give the people the choice of Elec- 
tors 57. 

RiTCHiB, TiiovAS. 12; for Grawfoid au'l the U. S. 
bank 78; prophecies truly 83; on bribing AL C'swith 
oAee 97 to 100 ; Stevensoa'a omc 98; Cans and '03; ^ 



proves of Dunne's refttsal 119; against sub-treasury and 
for pets 141 ; on militia pUn 145; east room and 201, 311 ; 
seolds Noah and turns censor 314 ; pretends to be taide- 
pendent— hired as a stats machine 315 ; letter on Webb, 
bets, ace. 310; on Canada 3% ; no friend ef V. B. 391 : on 
Clay, Sec. 392; memoir of 396 to 301; violent against 
Jackson 30a 

Rives, WiUtam C. In eougress, ts. an embsssy 101. 

Robinson, Morris. May lend the money of a fbreifli 
bank 181. 

Robin.«ion, Peter. Put down for honest voting 94 ; 305. 

Roeheiiter, Bank o£ Vote on 87. 

Rochester, William B. receives equivocal support far 
gov'r 82; suspieious conduct of V. B. to 301. 

Rogers. Halsey. For 6 million bonk 27 ; 130. 

Root, Erastus. Votes on six million b*k and bonus 
37; impesebes Judge Van Ness 3S; votes ag't V. Buren 
for bank enquiry 33 ; 87 ; 48 ; for presidenti^ electors by 
the people 57; on a land jobbing bank 114; 183; Ibr Pit- 
cher 206; Webb for 321; Cambre)engdislike!i331; 354; 
on blacks 271; anti-slavery 378; Spencer to 305. 

Rowan, Judge John, Ky. 200. 

Rudd, Theron. Defklcation of 131 

RofQ^les, Benj. of Ohio. Rciecto V. B. 1 13. 

Ruggles, Philo. A friend of peace 310. 

Rush, Richard. For Cans as president 104. 

Russian £mbassy(9l6,nQ0 first year] John Randolph, 
J. Bnehanan, W. Wilkins, C. C. Cambreleng, G. M. 
DaUas accept 100 ; W. J. Diuuie and S. D. Ingham refhse 
ib. and 110; Adams's motion on 101; Duane and Jack- 
son 122; Dallas and 298. 

Safety Fund. See State of N. Y. Ssfety Fund. 

St Lawrence, Navigation of the 111, 113; earryi]^ 
trade ria, ib. 

Sandford, C. W. Asks Throop to umolnt Wetmore Q. 
M.0.326/ 

Sandy Hill. Beauty, banking, Uw and Butler, at 151 
to 163; Butler leaves 165. 

Savage, Chief Justice. On SoL Van Rennelaer 82. 

Seceders of Scotland. 15. 

Secret Correspottdenoe. 10 to 12. 

Search Warrant II. 

Sederwick, Theodore. On Texas 6a 

Seldeu, Dudley. Votes aid to exUes 13! ; and agst PoIk'« 
pet banks 131; Flagg agst. 173; letter on V. B., Calhoun, 
kc 226 : StUwell on t^; 331. 

Seymour, Horatio, Vt. Votes to r^jeet V. B. 113. 

Shannon, Wilson. His wonderful despatches and let- 
ters 65. 

Slade, William. Votes agst Polk's treasury pets 13ft. 

Slamm, Levi D. Note on reform by 15 ; Customs, ad- 
vertising to 147. 

Slavbet or Color— Nboko Bomdaob. Blotted 
out by BrIUin 47; Polk's inaugnral on 59; in Texas &3^ 
64; Channing on 63. 66 : Calhoun on 64. 6r>; CarobreleQg 
on 102: Cass on 103, 106; Young on 127, 281 ; Adams, 
O'Connell, Calhoun, Texas, on 373; Jaskson to the bhu^ks, 
and O'Connell on 273-1; shall black men vote? 374-^; 
Washington, Upshur, Calhoan and Jefferson on, ib; opi- 
nions on 276-7-8 ; free lalwr and 281 ; Wright on 381 ; 
Oreeley on, in Florida 282; O'SnlHvan on 294; Bancroft 
on 395 : Beach condemns Texan 306. 

Smith, Isaac S. (Buffalo stockjobber.) Patriotism and 
bank borrowing 90, 91. 

Smith, T. L. Olueets to V. B.'s Saftty FnrtA 93; Cod- 
dington on 306; wont be P. M. 242. 

South Carolina. Choice of Electors not by the People 
57; sufiierings by the -Union 61; votes for V. Buren as 
PrJsst. 113. 

Southwiek, Solomon. Van Buren's friend 22; he de- 
scribes V. Bnren 36; tried for bribery 27; set up for go- 
vernor by a trick 81 ; his removal from post office 81 to 
83: V. B. on his vote 205 ; on Canada 384- 

Speight, Jesse. On Eaton and Jackson 110. 

Spencer, Ambrose. .\gst 6 mill bk. 37; on Clinten 
and Van Buren's course last war 48, 49; rebukes Butler 
166; Butler bitter agst. 167. 

Spencer, John C Agst. 6 mill bk. 37; De Tooqoevilla 
by 99; for economy 190; on com. law 306. 

Spicer, GenL P. W. PbMe-hunting 213; Wetmore cm 
343. 

Starr, Chandler. Safety Fund report on, by 89. 

State Loans 126. 

Stebbini,Chnta«. No4lee<ir98,91 
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Stereaton, Andrsw. In Crawford miiMriiy oanens 66 ; 
how Mieotod for an ambaaaador 96 to 96 ; f uxiooBlx at> 
tacked in Senate 171. 

Stilwell, Silas M. 197 ; wants a place— noiloe of 213 ; 
wants nore plaoea 220 ; on S. Oanbretettg 226; on Sel- 
den 227 ; far U. S. Bank 241. 

Stocklkolders of Banks. For liability of 85: on do. 
as ; notions about In Georgia 229. 

Stoel^obbinir. 85 to «7 ; Cambieleng 102, 142 ; 126-6 ; 
Young 126; lS7,138; 980,000 cleared 142; Nerins ex- 
plains it 189 ; J. Van Boren on 251 ; 254-5. 

Stranahan, Col. Fanand. Votes to expel Clinton from 
Caoal Beard 53 ; and as one of the immortal 17, 67 ; 
bank Totes 87. 

Strong, Geoige D. 248. 

Strong, J. H. Sared from min in state library 170. 

StroBff,T. R. A bank non-reoeirer 94. 

SuB-TKBAnrs Y> Polk and Blair denonnee it 134, 140, 
142 ; they admire and support it! ! ! , Hoyt and Allen 
patting it in force rby way of moekeiy] 139; Calhoan on 
140: Jaekson against it 141 ; for it! ! ! ; Ritchie is afMd 
of it 142 ; Walker trying it 142; Hoyt's 179; notice of 
182 ; Marcy, &«. on 207 ; in war 293. 

Sudam, John. Votes, 1824, to remore Clinton from 
Canals 63 ; and as one of the immortal 17, 67 ; letter 
and notice of 199. 

Snrnner, Charles. On nagro equality 274. 

Satherland, Dr. Joel B. 93 ; retes on pet banks 131 ; 
principal follows interest with (a letter) 182 ; noUoe of, 
ib. : Cambreleng on SSO, 234. 

Sutherland, Judge Jacob. 170.171. 

Swartwout, Robert On the Chemical Bank 33. 

SwABTwoiTT, Savuxl. 44 ; agent for Burr 62 : for 
Jaekson 63,64; embeiales revenue wholesale 183; in 
scramble for plunder 209 ; puffs Burrows 222 ; his effort 
for Jhir appraisements 223: to Woodbury for nephew 
298 ; part of his defiiult started Bhdr 2d3; letters on 
Texas, to Gen. Houston, Col. Thome, BreedloTe, 269 to 
261 ; his brother's toast 284. 

TUcott, Oen. S. A. Butler on 170. 

Tallmadge, D. B. For free banking 174. 

Tallmadge, General James. Elected lieat Gtnremor 
67; Wright on 203. 

Tallmadge, Nathaniel P. Votes ftr SteTenson 96 
HI : on Matey and Sub-Treasury 207 ; to Hoyt 257. 

Tbmmany 9500,000 Bank. By Stephen Allen, to help 
AarUxtd demoonU 241. 

Taney, Roger B. How to get to be ehief Justice 76 , 
122; 120 ; 126 ; Adams's amusing Tote of thanks to 136 ; 
vpinion on U. S. Bank to Butler 171. 

Taigee, John. Hamilton's $200 and 206 ; 21 1 . 

Temple. Robert £. (Adjutant General), brother-in-law 
of 8. T. Van Buren. 20. 

Tennessee. Union Bank of, deposito in 124. 

TkXAS. Polk upon 59 : 6i ; Channing to Clay on 63 ; 
Van Boxen's policy to 64 ; 281 ; Calhoun's course as to 
64 to 66: 143; Swartwout and 259 to 261; slareiy in 
272 ; Clay on 273 : Baltimore resolve 294 ; Young on 296 ; 
Ritchie for 301 : Beach on and off 306-7. 

Thurston L. M. Jesse's clerk, his brother-in-law, and 
mook suety for 9200/100—194. 

ThoBias, David. Tried for bribery 27. 

Thompson, Jonathan. Removed from Custom Houle 
by Jaekson 44 : at request of poUtleians 211 ; 216 ; ap- 
pointed Wesson 220. 

Throop, Enos T. On banks 69 132 ; notice of 907-8 ; 
211 ; voted for United States Bank charter 24a 

Throop, Oeoige B. Bank votes, 18^~9a 

Tibbitta. EHsha. Webb on 10) ; 1 12 ; Bennett on 222 
his bank plan 232, 233. 

Tompkins, Daniel D. Opposes bank charters 26, 27. 

Tonswanda, Bank of. 91. 

TownsendRobert CVosweQ on 147. 

Tradesmen's Bank. N. T. Vote on 86; a treasury 
pat 124 ; Barker far 192. 

Treasury Notes. Issued by Van Buren 137. 

Truth Teller newspaper. 238. 

^ler, Robert. Note to Maekensie 9. 

tvier, John. 96; national bank veto by 111; votes 
far Van Buren as envoy to England 112 ; on interfering 
with the press 216. 

Utehoewr, Henry. Custom House espionage, Boggs 
loo democratic, scandal reteiled, ShonH the cartman, ^ 
bto telk, Weatarvalty tad Whigs »4 966. 



Ulshoeflkr, MiehaeL For bank inqnby K ; ouaning 
186 ; frank 187 ; letter to Hoyt 190, lU. 

Unitbb StatbsBanx. Van Buren party, friends and 
enemies of 74 to 78 ; Monroe, Madison, and Marshall on 
76, 76 ; Van Buren a^nst 106 ; its claim to the deposits 
114, 1 16 ; Harrison's death stopped a third 121 ; treasury 
deposits and 131 to 134 ; shares unduly affeoted 142 ; 
Butler against the pbbsbmt one 171 : Hoyt's stock in 
la*) ; Nevins the broker against 189 ; Cambreleng's war 
against 230— wanted Tibbitts's plan232--« national bank 
^ ; Webb and Noah's kwn from 236 ; A. Ward on 
239 ; S. Allen and C. Livingston for it 241 : Wright, 
Uwrence, Hoyt, &«. on 247-8-9 ; the Dallases on 297 \ 
Weed on 296. 

United States Constitution. Its imperfeotlons 66, 56. 

U. S. Navy. 7 ; enormous sinecure captaincies, &c. 
149 ; Swartwout, note. 22a 

U. H. Supreme Court. Deelare U. S. Bank legal 79 ; 
too costly Tor the people 303. 

U^ishur, A. P. On Texas as a slave mart 66. 

Usury Lawft, Young against, 130; Burke on, 149; 
Flaffg and Livingston un. 176: Cutting on, 177. 

Van Men, James I. Van Buren's half-brother, sent 
to Congress, huCy St 23; 190. 

Van Buren, Abraham and Hary. Farentagn of Mar- 
tin, 18 to 20. 

Van Buren, Abnbara Jr., marriea, 90. 

Van Buren, Abraham (brother of preddent) lOQi 

Vam Bobbh, Jobh marries, 20 ; attorney to a bank, 
65 ; might make bad banks better ! 94 ; Blarcy'a mort- 
gage and message, 185-6 ; 14S ; notice of, 147-8 ; iden- 
Ufies Webh, is sereened bv W. T. McConn. is partner 
with J. McKown, gfU gl2S0 for assisting at Bouahton's 
trinU! 48; is attorney'general by eaocns, ib. ; letters, 
202, 905; borrows of Hoyt, 844; swears and spells, 
346 ; secret hints to— buying stocks— ctirsing— borrow- 
ing— Whipple, 250; stockjobbing, 8S9-3; betting, 855; 
more gambling. 956 ; more yet, 367 ; bonows and specn- 
laias,861 ; begs Jessa*s aid, 368. 

Vah BrnsH, Mabtih, 7; 17; bis Urth, parentage, 
connexions, habits, marriage, sons, 19, 90 ; lieensed aa 
a lawyei^takea office— political moves, 81, 92 ; in- 
trigues for banks, and becomes director of Hudson 
tmnk. 83, 24 ; seu up as a hard money man, 85 ; as a 
soft, 38 ; Southwick on, 96 and 863 ; on 6 mill b'k, 87 ; 
appointed Attorney-General, 98; chosen senator for 
Columbia Ca, lb. ; votes for Clinton to be President, 
20 ; interibres with the Post-Office, 30 ; swerves Ihm 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES 

OP 

MARTIN VAN BUREN. 



CHAPTER I. 



Dedieiiiun* The Stafo Convention ai Albany, . Checks on Legisiatwn. Con^ 
ventions pretsewi ware, S^jmiUce should he pac^. Cheap Posta^ an import- 
ani Educational mensnrt^ The adder^s etone^ AdmnutraUon of Justice in the 
U.S. 

Tins volume, like ks predecessor, the Lives of Butler and Hoyt, is respect- 
fully inscribed to the Electors of the Convention, which is to assemble in June 
next, for the revision of the Constitution of the Stale of New York. The 
unanimity with which that ereat measure has been supported at the polls, affords 
ground for good hope that the delegates abopt to be elected will be united and 
zealous in ^elr endeavours for perfectirig those cherished Institutions, formed 
upon popular integrity and intellfgence, which the array of facts in tlie^ pages, 
under the title of the Life and Times of Martin Van Buren, too clearly proves 
to have failed, hi many respects,* to secure to the people the practical advant. 
ages of those equal civil and religious rights, which they nominally confer, 
under any administration. The Constitution of IS21, was, in some respects, 
like those which failed in France, the work of factions ; some of the leaders in 
each, striving so to remodel the instrument as would best conduce to the great 
object in view, the attainment of power an^ its many advantages by themselves 
and their followers ; but I trust that it is yet reserved to the new world to con- 
vmoe the old, that men can continue peaceably and happily to subsist under the 
regime of rational liberty ahd legal equality, with equal and exalted justice 



*ne ootfMpftMtBioa <yr Sdttand Bnrfca, Att«>f pttUMied, vIi»im wdftt h» fchott^t of popular maveniMtfl, liovr 
ihtr must b« dimnfd, mad whol woi«ld be tho &t« uf 41m nfopl* of ]iii«laiM|« {r(>>iiiul «nd Sootland. it no men couM 
befiMUid both dbte ami willing to bear the heat end burnen of tbe day. Th« liMtorj of Mr. Van Duren and his 
uevPMthy coaladetatea will show.^what eonHil MNbhMiis«iid an ambilfcm wMbtfut iietrintiain mod k>ve of Tirtae» 
can aeliieve, when united with piaunible nuiiBaefi* gn»t iienevQrance, $kQ\ in tiie manafreroeat of partiet, and the 




thai huoKir and opiDioa lauit be owiof te iiieh d»ie<itioiK £vMti kopply imteriai* : timet furninh du|Mmti»ae ; but 
conduct alone can bring them to bear to any unefiil puriKHie. 1 uever vet knew an inuaiice of anv genera! temfier 
in j|fa« nation that m^t not htw li»eti tmeeA to aoma imrtlcttbr fiaieone. If thinp am left t« thomsolvM, h is my 
clear epinioo that a nation may tUdp dowA fair and softly from the hig U^t puini of grandeur and ueosperity lo ttie 
lomsst state of imbeeility and mbanneas, without aoy one's marking a iianienlor jwrfMl in this declension, without 
aakiag a ^nesiSoo aboQt H, or in th^ least speeuhitiag on aay of thp lopnmevahlo aets whieh have stolen hi thb silent 
and waensible reTolution. Bvery event so piepafes the subsequent, tliat when it arrives it prudoecs no surprise, nor 
any oatmordiiiary alarm. I <am eetUln that If pains, great and immediate pains, am mit tokea lo pTevmw It, each 
mirt ha the (ate of this coniry.** 
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dispensed to all. " The rational foundation of all government — ^the origin of 
a rifljht to govern and a correlative duty to obey — is neither original contract, 
proprietary right, not pre8crip^ipn*^it is oxp&dienjby*— t]|^ gefif ra| bet^efit of the 
community/' 

'I hear the people of the United States spoken of, by judges, legislators, ex- 
ecutlves, and authors, by those in, and those in expectation of office, as being 
wi^, enlightened, and capable of acting for their own interests ; and as they 
are empowered to choose presidents, governors, congressmen, senators, sherifis, 
&c., their ability to discriminate, to refuse the evil and choose the good, is con- 
t-iArlorY^ Tf. 0ie«. fcrothfer electors, you* are tapabl^ of •choosing the best men, 
how mnrh more- so the be^t measures !' Would it riot be we^l worth the enquiry, 
whether laws of a general character, and^aifecting every body, ought not to be 
subjected to the votes of the constituencies before they take effect ? Would 
not that be a more republican check on such wholesale wickedness as the life 
of Van Buren discloses in legislative halls ?, . The veto of a Jackson, a Tyler, 
or a Van Buren, may be right — ^so may that of a Bouck, a Marcy, a Porter, a 
Tbrooa^ or a Wright — but is it not anti-republican ? The governor of this 
•t»t«, and the president of the United States have monarchical power — ^they can 
resist — veto — and often do resist tbe will of the community as expressed by a 
majority. 

In the oligarchy of Venice, the doge was only a member of a councdl— *be 
could not oppose the will of the majority ; but under the monarohieal part of 
our system, the governor or president, surrounded by power, patroeage and plaee, 
in aid of influencing a re-election or choice of succession, can oppose a measure 
which the people may require^— thb opposition cannot be got rid of by the vote 
of a majority of their representatives — ^it can only be overcome by a vote of 
two to one, while the immense patronage of the courts of Washington or Albany, . 
and often of both of them united for one object, is available to prevent that vote. 

I have been a close observer of the workings of legislative bodies — was long 
an active member — and have ever been a warm admirer of the representative 
system. To instruct the delegate, where the law is passed without the veto 
power of those bound to obey it) is perhaps essential, but the check is imperfect 
and inefficient. To send a representative to hear and argue and reason and 
then make up his mind, and while doing this to instruct him to vote and argue 
in this way, or that ; to oblige him to reason and vote, it may be against the 
dictates of his judgment and conscience ; to place the determination ahead of 
the discussion ; to have one set of men who, do not hear the arguments, decide, 
the' hundreds of miles distant, that which another set of men have been sped- 
ally appointed to enquire into and conclude upon, after full investigation, is 
perhaps not the best way to arrive at the truth. 

If you can select k governor, brother electors, are you not also capable of 
judging of the fitness ofa bill agreed upon by your representatives, whether it 
is for Uie publio interest that it should become a law ? A few men may be, 
and as these pages will show, often have been corrupted, and have deeply 
wounded your fe^ings and trampled on your rights. The great body of the 
people are manly, pure, honest, sincere, and have but one interest — ^the public 
welfare. Consider, then, my friends, whether the veto power in legislation 
would not be safer in your hands than in those of any president or governor 
whom the eiTorts of party leaders, in times of excitement, may elevate to power. 
I do not say it would be, but surely ^his is the time for giving to the question a 
careful consideration. Such a change would efibctually check hasty and im- 
provident legislation — ^there would be no need to tie the citizens of each county 
down to the choice of representatives residing in the same county as themselves 
—that (question might be safely left to their own discretion. Neither need thor 
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to be restricted from chooeiog an honest n^ipister of the gospel.* Acquaint^ooe 
with the law of God is as safe a qualification for a republican legislator as an 
intimacy with R. H. Morris's unknown feudal usages practised at miclnifht on 
Pearce's household a few weeks before the defeat of Martin Van Buren, in the. 
fall of 1840. The idea of submitting questions as to measures or rules of ao« 
tion, to the opinion of the people in their localities, is not new, but has been of- 
ten acted on. De Witt Clinton, Chancellor Kent, and the other members of the 
Obmicil of Revision, in 1821, wished the amendments to the constitution that, 
might be made in Convention, to be submitted, one by one, separately, to the 
people — and they were right. 

I look to national and state conventions, elected by an awakened people, a^ 
the best means of averting wars. Once I would have risked war to free Cana« 
da — now I would not risk it to gain territory anywhere. When in Canada, I 
had lees time for study and reflection than within the last four years ; and aU 
tho' I dont like the cowardice that skulks in a corner, or drops on its knees, nor 
a system that aims at governing by dollars and lies, to which war is preferable^ 
for there, in the groans of expiriogr humanity, man may learn to speak a natu. 
ral andirue language; yet would I do much to avoid bloodshed. Is not a duel 
a national war in miniature? Did Aaron Burr's superior skill and practice in 
firing at a mark, by means of which he murdered General Hamilton, prove 
that he was right in sending the challenge, or that in the matter in dispute he 
had justice on his side ? Surely not. And do not national wars, after ruLning» 
killing, maiming, and butchering vast multitudes on both sides, usually teripi. 
natft in fttvor of the Aaron Burr like power which is strongest and most skilfuU 
or involve other nations in the strugcde, and not seldom bolster up a bad cause* 
at the expense of the quiet of the world ? Well said Horace Walpole, " I had 
rather "be a worm than a vulture." 

«* Iff could avoid, by any sacrifice whatever, (said the Duke of Wellington on a 
memorable occasion,) even one month of civil war in the country to which I was 
attached, I would sacrifice my life in order to do it. I say that there is noth- 
ing which destroys property and prosperity, and demoralizes character, to the 
degree that civil war does ; by it the hand of man is raised against hb neigh* 
bor, ligainst his brother and against his father ; servant betrays master, and the 
whole scene ends in confusion and disorder." And what would a war between 
two peoples speaking one language, having one common origin, believing in 
one Ood, professing the same Christianity, be, if not a civil war ? How are the 
hundred millions of happy, benevolent, joyous creatures who will soon fill this 
country to be held together under the flag of the free ? Only by acting justly* 
honestly and faithfully towards each other, and towards the world, and " to 
brutes resigning carnage." 

** We wAre the proprietors of Ais paper sometime before the comnoeooemest 
of the war of 1812, and were the advocates of that war, [say Gales andSeatoOs, 
in the National Intelligencer,] believing its declaration and prosecution necep* 
sary . We were young at the time, it is true." Now they are old, they preeaot 
us with a picture of slaughter and devastation from which the mind raooils wkk 
horror. '< At the concl usion of a ten years' war, bow are we recompensed for ths 
"death of multitudes and the expense of millions but by contemplating the sitddta 
** glories of paymasters and agents, contractors and commissaries, whose eqm- 
^ pages shine like meteors, and wnose palaces rise like exhalations V* After 
Napoleon's gloriou$ victory at Ansterlitz, Baron Larry, the emperor's friend 
and surgeon, cut off 1400 human limbs, and then the knife fell from his ex- 
hansted hands. Prance had made Napoleon dictator— *afler the piece of Amiens^ 
Ihe money, the atmies, the press, and the people were in his hands. He had swom 

* I Wf« BQ dMiiS to !#• putMi oCMSHH^tigfti nbI to llfMslWM. ^* 
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to be true to, and defend a republic, yet he employed all his influence to obtain 
the absolute and hereditary property of a power of which he had received but the 
temporary administration. No journalist dared to dispute his will — he annexed 
the Texas, the Canada, the Oregon, and the Mexico,* Cuba and California of 
Europe to his country — forgot right in tbe power of his might, and where is he, 
and where is his empire? Perhaps the Code Napoleon, eoon, I trust, to be 
surpassed in utility by the codes civil, penal, and of procedure, in N. Y., ia 
the proudest, best, and most enduring monument of his name. 

Who is there that now fails to acknowledge the disinterestedness, patriotism, 
stern aemocracy, ana Uccuruie means of knowledge possessed by Col. vvtii. 
Duane, the friend of Jefferson ? Hear his account of the war of 1812 — ^I quote 
the Aurora of August 17, 1816. 

•'The last war may be fairly considered, as it regards every thing-*-but 
the patience, hardihood and valor, of the line and the militia — one of the worst 
conducted, the most imbecile, inconsistent, and confused in its designs, that the 
world ever saw. The system of loans was a most villainous systematic cheat, 
for which every vian who was concerned, ought to be recorded in a register of 
infamy. Imposture, perhaps, never ran such an uninterrupted career as for 
seven years past in the general government and that of Pennsylvania." 

I might have begun my narrative of Van Buren's Life and Times, without 
another word of introduction. Every leaf shows that such a work is require.d. 
Bat there are some who say that a part of my materials were improperly ob- 
tained— -that I have published papers which ought to have been kept secret — 
violated confidence reposed in me — done things not warranted by la^r, custom 
and the proper usages of society. Of those who say this, there may be those 
who, not knowing the whole truth, do me great injustice, as there undoubtedly 
are others who, shutting their eyes against every explanation, desire to cover 
me with obloquy, however unmerited. To the former of these two classes, 1 
here present that explanation which, in my former volume or pamphlet, would 
have been partial and premature. 

One of the best educational improvements of the age, in the diffusion of a 
cheap literature, is not overlooked when this book is presented in the lightest 
and cheapest form, to be circulated thro' the Union at small expence, by mail 
and private conveyance, as containing truths to the people of deep and lasting 
.import. Honor to those bold and manly spirits in Congress who stood up for 
cheap postage, the spread of useful knowledge, the instruction of the millions ! 
We pay vast sums yearly for armies and navies, fortifications and the imple- 
ments of bloodshed. Blessed be the day, see it who may, in which the diffu- 
sion of intelligence, with a spirit of mutual forbearance and good will, strength- 
ened by the wants of each rendering them dependant on all, shall unite man- 
kind in the bonds of universal brotherhood. Cheap postage will survive, hut 
wars shall cease — ^the world will become " the United States," America aye 
foremost in the glorious work ; the various climates^ soils, products and diversi- 

^WooMI not die jrarMcatioD of oF oar glorious syttom by eonTentions and wiie reformB, b« a surer road to that 
.... pp^jo r . . . . ^ 



natioBal fraataeia wMeh we seek, than ths iMd to hatttol Nttiont. like indivldDals, get exetted, alMadon a 
peaceful and prosperous comroerco, and expend on war tht miUiooa which. If laid out on rail roads and canak, 
wtMM iHnre been an unspeakable blessing. Just hearken for a moment to Or. Durbeo of the methodist church, or 
the hattJe of Waterloo: ^ 

**The PeopU on both sides thought themselves fighting for liberty ; the French, to retain it under a role of their 
own eh«ice ; the aggiagnte nunset ef the allies, to dethrone the man whom they considered the only barrier to 
e«nstitataon^ freedom in Europe. Bat how nnfoitonate the poaiOon held by England nn thai day. The frmmtm 
of Bng4attd Iboght to maintain the desootlsms of the continent— to deprive a bmre people of the free choice of their 
lulf to lestwe tbe lepraseototive of a won- out dyaasty to a throne fiv whidi he was unfit, and ftom wMch he 
had fled before the Man of the People. Tte Prolestanta of Englaod iboght to raeovei the powets of the Pope, to 
bring back the tway of the Jesuits. Bot If tbe roatses were deeelred, the leaden were not The allied sovereigns 
and tbe arntoetaey of England knew for whnt they imi« flfhtittg. Tl»y h<mad the war of pitawiplei would end 
wMi the second otmhrow of Nanoteon. They eoaqnerad. Well might Robert HaU grieve when he heard of Uie 
Tietoiy which his conntiymen and their allies gained nt WaterioOk and say, ** That battle and iu leeuto aeennd to 
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fied seasons, each contributing their part of the means of comfort, content and 
felicity to a renovated millenial world, in which " the harsh dull drum shall 
cease, and man be happy yet." 

Like the word of God, against which it has been wickedly objected that there 
are many indecent relations in it, there are none in this book that have not been 
necessary for their exposure and the execration of wickedness ; and by their 
merited punishment in the contempt and indignation of the public, a due cor- 
rection will be administered, 05" like tab records of the divine wari^ings, 

OCr OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST SINNERS, EVER CONNECTED WITH THE 

Oir ACCOUNT OF TEIEIR SINS. The sun is not to be blamed as the au- 
inor ui mat stench wuica arises when iie shines Upon putrid substancca. I'hc 
surgeon is forgiven the wounds of a necessary amputation. The sickness from 
medicines is a happy token of returning health. 

If there is a sense of real religion remaining with any one among those that 
are here exposed, amidst the profession that has been made by some, public in- 
dignation, the law of God, call for sackcloth and ashes, repentance and restitu- 
tution. Let such a penitent as Benjamin F. Butler imitate Zaccheus the 
publican, the patron saint of custom-house officers, and say '* Behold Lord, the 
half of my goods I give unto the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any 
man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold!" 

The greatest of all modern political writers has wittily observed, with respect 
to an important measure brought into the British Parliament by the present head 
of the ministry of that nation, that, as the poison of the serpent is said to be 
counteracted by a stone that grows in its head, so the corruptions of that gov- 
ernment have received a salutary check and shall eventually be destroyed by 
the operation of that bill which compelled the Bank of England to return to 
specie payments, the work of one whosd family and himself have risen into 
power and consequence by the operation of the fictitious paper-money system of 
1812, of which he has been the unconscious instrument of destruction, in the 
hope, as some say, of giving it strength. 

The sagacious Scots have gone yet a little further in their ideas concerning 
the counteraction of poisons. It is a traditional belief among them, that, at 
certain times, all the adders of the moors, assemble to form, from their slime, 
an incrustation called an "adder's stone," which receives its crowning beauty 
from*the king of the adders passing through it and leaving on it the trace of all 
kis shining glories. Happy is the shepherd, that at a safe distance beholding 
the operation, waits till all is finished, and then courageously steps in and 
■lie u res the prize. He is henceforth held in the highest respect, as possessing 
aa infallible antidote against a deadly poison. But he does not gain the prize 
^ . vvKthout considerable risk, being pursued by all the venomous brood, and obliged 
vO seek his safety in flight. If he does not throw some one of his garments to the 
adders, to occupy their attention and divert their rage, they cease not their pur- 
suit till they recover their lost treasure, or obtain the body of their plunderer. 

Thro' zeal for social and political reform and improvement, I have been in- 
volved for the last eight years, in difficulties too well known to need recapitula- 
tion — ^but would rather endure adversity than enjoy the unmerited honors which 
traitors to liberty may now be wearing. During an involuntary exile, I made 
this land my residence, and being acquainted in a good degree with its early 
history and the excellence of its political institutions, it grieved me to find that 
complaints not less general than just and true, had been made against their ad- 
ministration. That to which my attention was turned when a stranger, could 
not fail still to attract it, according to my love of freedom and desire to promote 
the common welfare, when I became a citizen. When this second book, as the 
fruit of my labors, is before the public, it will'be acknowledged that I have not 
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been altogether unsuccessful in my attempts to expose abuses and the authors, 
in the hope that the people's representatives in Convention will discover and ap- 
ply a remedy. While in the employment of the state in the Custom House of 
New York, I obtained possession in a way the most honorable, as all must ac 
knowledge, with pure motives, and by means the most innocent, of that which, I 
trust, will prove an adder's stone. 

But the serpents that were employed in its formation, with more pertinacity 
than the adders of my native moors, have not been content with the cloak that 
I threw to them, the necessary covering of a former work. It was to be expect- 
ed that the whole brood would hiss and rage, as they had not raged and hissed 
for many a day before ; yet I scarcely thought that one of them would have 
ventured to follow me, even into the sanctuary of American justice, the high 
court of equity — but, from some recent decisions there, many seem to expect 
that I shall be given up to the chilling, slimy folds of the reptile tribe, to share 
the fate of another LaocOOn, who was strangled before the altar by serpents, while 
warning the Trojans against the wiles of the Greeks. 

Electors of Delegates to a free Convention, the proceedings of which may 
deeply affect the welfare of the world, what an important trust yours is I That 
the fountains of justice are corrupted, that reform is wanted, all admit. " It is 
time (says the Courier and Enquirer) for the community to take this matter in 
hand." " Judging from the history of various parts of the country for some' 
years past (continues Col, Webb) it is our opinion that with $20,000 a man 
might commit any half dozen crimes that can be named, short of murder, and 
even that, if he happen to have pretty influential friends, and to be within reach 
of pretty convenient judges." " Trhe, every word of it, (says the Herald.) 
The list of criminals who have escaped by means of wealth and influence dur- 
ing the last six years, would astonish every body. What has become of the 
Virginia professor ? Where is Levis the forger ? Where is Dabney ? Robin- 
son, Jewell, White, all escaped." " Men who are opposed to the banking in- 
terest (says O'SuUivan, the new made Regent of the University,) may indeed be 
elected to congress, or to a state legislature, but seldom without a severe strug- 
gle ; and, after they are elected, they are exposed to dangers of corruption, as 
great as any the members of the British Parliament were exposed to in the days 
of Sir Robert Walpole. In the courts of justice they have perhaps a more de- 
cided ascendancy than in the legislative halls ; for most of the judges are mem- 
bers of this privileged order; and the governors of many slates are mere in- 
struments for the promotion of their purposes." The Globe, while Van Buren's 
organ, spake of "judges, who in too many instances, show that the boasted in- 
dependence of the judiciary is only an independence of common sense and com- 
mon justice." Polly Bodine was accused of a murderthe most foul — her friends 
were wealthy — she had a first trial and a second — a third was set on foot, and 
because some judge or other had " laid down a rule in Burr's case," 40 years 
since, 6000 tradesmen were taken from their avocations, a heavy expense en- 
tailed on the county of N. Y., and the case put off by Judge Edmonds, thus 
wearying out witnesses and mocking at right, on the plea that among these 6,000 
men, twelve could not be found who were not unduly biased and unfit to try the 
cause upon their oaths ! Is it not time that scenes like this, discreditable to the 
age and to our institutions, should cease ? If the law is a science, it is capable 
of being scientifically and practically arranged ; and if it is not, the freedom of 
our institutions is an idle dream. Corrupt the fountains of justice to any peo- 
ple, and what need they care for forms of Government ? 

It is threescore years since Jefferson wrote " The times will alter — our rulers 
will become corrupt — our people careless. The time for fixing every essential 
right oa a legal bm», is while our rulers are honest and ourselves united. From 
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the oloee of this (the old) wer we shall be going ddwn hill. It will not be ne- 
ceasary to resort every moment to the people for support-— they will be foi^tten, 
therefore, and their rights disregarded." Is it not so now ? The woe, wretch^ 
ednessy insolvency, poverty, pain and anguish, of hundreds of thousands of oor 
fellow citizens and their families, whom the gambling spirit of the age has rain, 
ed within the last seven years, is a warning voice, tellmg the democracy to come 
to the rescue of all that is valuable in their loved institutions. Far spread must 
be that demoralization which in a land of abondant natural resources could ex- 
hibit in one city and district, one hundred and twenty millions of dollars, the 
debts of insolvents and bantnrapts, blotted oat as it Were with a sponge. This 
volume describes Van Buren and his band, the great first cause of this accumu- 
lated misery — it appeals to &cts — it unveils the past. To your wisdom and 
unanimity it is that the generous and the just must look for a remedy, in the coun- 
oils of the delegates of amoral, virtuous and enlightened community. 

Could the people of N. Y. state have read the insulting commentaries of the 
admirers of European systems on the Somers tragedy, and the unusual features 
developed in the evidence given before a court martial, in presence of which a 
eaptain of the U. S. Navy, hesitated not to avow, that when about to launch 
three of his fellow men into eternity withont that trial of their al lodged ofiences 
whieh our laws seem to guaranty, he had told one of them "that for those who 
had money and friends in America there was no punishment for the worst of 
crimes '^-— could they have seen the deep and severe regret everywhere display, 
ed by the friends of progress abroad, while perusing details which indicated a 
condition of society less favorable than they had fondly hoped could exist here, 
they would rejoice at witnessing, as they have, the vast majority who united to 
rebuke Van Huron's cUmbts by calling together the convention of 1846. That 
body will, I trust, lay its heavy hand on the knaves mentioned by Jefferson, who 
''set t>ut with stealing the people's good opinion, and then steal from them the 
right of withdrawing it, bp contrwmg Jaws and associatiims against the power of 
the people themselves." 

The letters of Van Buren, father and son— -of Butler, husband and wife->-of 
the Livingstons, Hoyts, Aliens, Lawrence, Cambreleng and many others, cannot 
fail to be read with profit. I would fain hope they may prove an adder's stone 
in this community, aiding somewhat in preventing the baneful influence of Van 
Burenism from continuing to overshadow the state and union, thro' its special 
organization of all that is cunning, pharasaical, greedy and heartless in this 
Republic. 



CHAPTER II 



Matthew Henry and Samuel^ Young on tlie duty of citizens and chrUtians in dw- 
covering secret wickedness . The author^ s position. Robert Tyler. Governor 
Van Ness, Tke Van Buren, Hoyt and Butler Correspondence. Proceedings 
about it Steps taken by Messrs, Van Ness, Bogardus, Goldson, Coryell and 

j others. Copies shown to the President of the U. S. and Secretary Walker. 

1 Action of the Govemmeivt. Van Ness loses, Coddingion misses, and Lawrence 
gains a Lucrative Office. Polk*s Bank Committee of 1834. Recorder Mor- 
ris on the Bench and in the Post Office. Secretary Forward and the 17 Mea- 
surers. Ingham Coryell persecuted for daring to be honest. Disreputable con- 
duct of S. P. Goldsm. 

Matthew Hbkby's Commentary on the Bible is a work of sterling merit— full 
of interesting and useful informatioiH and of fine thoughts clothed in lafigmiga 
which has the eloquence of simplicity and truth to recomoiend it. 
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In the 5Mi chapter and 4th yerse of Isakh, we find the text-— <' None calleth 
£>r justioe, nor any pleadeth for truth '' — and Mr. Henry has made an excellent 
oomment on it, and so applicable to the course I have taken with Mr. Van Buren 
and his associates in public life, thro' this and former publications, that I copy 
it, as follows : 

'' No methods are taken to redress grievances and reform abuses ; non£ calls 
" FOR JUSTICE, none complains of the violations of the sacred laws of justice, nor 
"seeks to right those thatisufier wronger to get the laws put in execution against 
« vice and profaneness, and those lewd practices which are the shame, and 
" threaten to be the bane of the nation. When justice is not done, there is blame 
^' to be laid not only upon the maitistrates that should administer justice, but 
"UPON THE PEOPLE THAT SHOULD CALL FOR IT; VttlVAlK I 

"PERSONS OUGHT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PUBLIC GOOD BY 
" DISCOVERING SECRET WICKEDNESS AND GIVING THOSE AN 
" OPPORTUNITY TO PUNISH IT THAT HAVE IT IN THE POWER 
" OF THEIR HANDS ; hut U is Ul toUh a Siaie when princes rule ill, and 
" the people lave to have it so. Truth is opposed, and there is not any that pleads 
" for it, not any that has the conscience and courage to appear in defence of an 
" honest cause j and confro/ni a prosperous fraud and wrong." 

My lives of Hoyt and Butler, had, I believe, an immense circulation-— and I 
find them referred to, now and then, in the Senate of N. Y. Yet is it not mor- 
tifying to see how much more astonishment is there expressed that I should 
have published such statements as are in that book, than that such state- 
ments could be published ? 

^ Col. Samuel Young, in reply to a reference to my book, by Mr. Wright, J 

Feb. 4th, 1846, spoke of it as " a book subreptitiouslt obtained and sttrrepti- t 

TiousLY printed, and which he (Wright) now thinks it honorable to quote from, | 

for thci purpose of injuring such a man as Benj. F. Butler." The Colonel's 
code of morals were not quite so much Butlerized in 1825. He had then no 
desire. to screen successful knavery and honor the delinquents. 

During the discussion of the state road bill, that year, (I quote the Alb'y D'y 
Advertiser,) General Root censured the Canal Commissioners, and hinted that 
the people's money had been squandered on their favorites. Col. Young replied, 
that " if the General knew of any dishonest conduct on the part of the Com- 
missioners, and kept it a secret, HE WAS A TRAITOR TO THE PUBLIC 
FOR NOT HAVING EXPOSED THEM TO THE WORLD." The Gen- 
eral's rejoinder was very appropriate, but my object, in referring to these con- 
versations now, is to show how anxious Samuel Young is in 1846, to uphold the 
dishonest president of Jacob Barker's Sandy Hill bank, and to censure me for 
having followed his excellent advice to Erastus Root in 1825. 

I now proceed to show, that the book which has given so much uneasiness to 
bad politicians, was neither surreptitiously obtained nor surreptitiously printed. i 

The materials came into my hands, with the consent of Mr. Van Ness, Collec- v 

tor of the port of New York, Mr. Bogardus, his Assistant Collector, Mr. Gold- ' 

son, his Keeper of the Records, Mr. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Mr. Polk, President of the United States. The importance of the subject will 
justify me in publishing, at this stage of the proceedings, a clear and distinct nar- 
rative of the main facts. 

In 1842 and 1843 I was actuary or agent for the corporation known as the 
Mechanics' Institute, City Hall, New York, where my services received an un- 
animous vote of thanks. 1 might have continued, with the approbation of all 
parties, but resigned in the fall of 1843. Certain leading citizens of foreign 
birth applied to Mr. Robert Tyler, son of the then President, to provide me with 
a sitaation in the custom hou8e«-*-Ai8 they did without my knowledge oraugges* 
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tioQ. Mr. Tyler being at Howard's hotel, sent Mr. Sweeny of Philadelphia to 
ask me to call upon him. I did so, and he enquired whether I would accept an 
Inspector's place ($1100 a year.) My reply was that I would. Next day he 
told me to wait on Collector Curtis, who would place me in office, and I did so, 
accompanied by a diroclor of the Institute. Mr. Cunis was yery polite — said 
I would have the place, but that the warrant or papers had to go to Mr. Spencer 
at Washington. Difficulties were raised afterwards, arising out' of my very 
peculiar position with reference to England, but I believe the President and his 
sons were sincere in their wish to oblige my friends. The following note is a 
proof of that : 

*' W. L. Mackenzie, Esq. — My Dear Sir : I have just had an opportunity to 
" read your letter of the 22d April. I am always glad to hear from you, aU 
" tho' I find it impossible to be a very punctual correspondent. Colonel Graham 
*' [then P. M.] is expected here to day, and I shall urge your appointment upon 
" him. If any accident should detain him in N. Y., take this letter to him, and 
" tell him from me, that there is no man in New York I had rather see him 
'^ provide for by an appointment in the city. post office than Wm. L. Mackenzie. 
" My own feelings would be highly gratified at your success. Very truly yours, 
« Philadelphia, April 29th. Robbbt Tylbb." 

Altho' the note was of no use, the kindness of heart displayed by the youth, 
ful writer, to a person who was poor and an exile, and had no political influence 
or weight, was very gratifying indeed — and when Mr. Van Ness became col- 
lector, I was nominated as an inspector, but, as Mr. Spencer had objected, his sue- 
cesser took the same view — and on reflection, I cannot venture to assert that it 
was not the more discreet course. I was then placed in the Record office, which 
had that name given it in burlesque, I presume, for it was the most confused col* 
lebtion of papers on a mammoth scale I had ever beheld during the half century 
of my existence, nor did I hesitate to write a note to the collector in which I 
frankly told him so. 

In 1840, Mr. Van Ness wrote me from Burlington, Vermont, a very compli- 
mentary letter with reference to a newspaper I was then publishing at Roches- 
ter. He wrote a second from N. York, and enclosed a year's subscription. 
Being requested by the President's brother-in-law, and son (with his father's 
approbation,) he showed no unwillingness to give me a situation. For some 9 
or 10 months, three clerks were employed in beginning to arrange the Records^ 
of whom I was one ; and as I found many remarkable documents from time to 
time which were no records, I copied whatever of such interested or amused 
me. Six months befere I lefl, Webber, the chief clerk, had privately informed 
the authorities that I was copying papers; and in March, 1845, 1 drew Mr. Bo- 
gardus's attention to some of Hoyt's and his correspondents' stray productions, 
by sending or giving them to him. I also asked Henry Ogden, the old cashier, 
to mention to Mr. Hoyt that many curious papers of his were turning up. Mr. 
Ogden said that he had told him this twice, but that Hoyt replied that he had 
left nothing that he cared for. 

When particular papers or books were wanted, we had some 200 or 300 
trunks to search, all of them the property of the United States, and some of them 
open, others locked — some with keys and some without— ysome with ad assort- 
ment of all things, pious and impious, official and unofficial, from 1789 to 1844, 
and others exhibiting some efforts to attain method and order. I said then, and 
I now repeat, that the confusion visible everywhere was in keeping with the ac- 
counts or Hoyt and Swartwout — it could not have been the result of accident. 

I must speak plain — bow could it be avoided ? <' To reform and not ohastise 
would be impossible — the wisest precepts would be of little use unless there 
were examples to enforce them. To atUok vices in the iJ)8tract without aim- 



mg at personsi would be 9afe fighting indeed^ but it would be fighting widi 
shadows." 

Mr. Bogardus, with consent of the Treasury, had thousands of pigeon holes 
made, to Imld papers as fast as we could sort and arrange them. He gave his 
orders to Samuel P. Groldson, a political friend whom he had introduced from 
the 8th ward, as the keeper-— they were very intimate, and Goldson considering 
Bogardus as his patron, did nothing without consulting him. On the I5ih o7 
May, Golden told me that Bogardus had ordered him to break open, examine 
the contents and remove to garret,' the Custom House Trunk marked 'J. & L. 
Hoyt's Law Papers.' I suggested to him, Mr. Coryell, the other clerk, being 
present, not to break it open,l>ut to let the men carry it to the garret, for we had 
the carpenters at work, and many loose papers. He replied that his orders 
were positive — ^took a large screw driver, called Mr. Stansbury, a carpenter to 
help him, and they broke the screw driver twice, but opened the box. I had 
had an idea that the papers of all Hoyt's remarkable custom house law suits 
with the merchants were in that box, the contents of which were immediately 
thrown upon the floor among other miscellaneous documents, and aflerwards 
carried in baskets to the attic. That box contained a part of the letters of the 
Van Burens and Benj. Butler, but it is evident from Hoyt's affidavit to the chan- 
cery bill, that he knew very little about it. The box was not Hoyt's — Hoyt 
was on record as having embezzled 9220,000 — ^the papers were in possession 
of the government, but not being official, for the words ' Law Papers* were a 
blind, we might have burnt them or swept them out. He had told Ogden he 
didn't want them, or to that eiibct ; and if he had wanted them, I should have 
done my best to thwart him afler I ascertained their character. I knew that 
Goldson would tell Bogardus instantly what sort of law papers we had got at, 
if indeed he did not know before he ordered the box to be opened and examined, 
and it is presumed he did not, %r, as he says in his letter, the box was doubtless 
ordered to be opened as many others had been, that we might look in it for some 
important papers then required by the authorities, for which we had vainly 
sought elsewhere. 

In presence of Ingham Coryell, and with the full and entire approval of 
Groldson, the keeper, I began to copy as many of these papers as were of a public 
character and fit for the public eye ; and as a gentleman whom I had known 
for many years, and who had held lucrative and important trusts under the U. 
S., was about to leave for Washington, I called on him, shewed him the copies 
I had taken, gave him many duplicates, and requested him first to show them 
to Mr. Van Ness, and then carry them to Washington, and let the President 
see them, as they concerned the public welfare. Another of the clerks appears 
to have informed him about them, and desired him to tell the Collector that I 
was copying them, with the keeper's consent ; and that altho' he had remon- 
strated, I was also allowed to take such of them away to be copied as I thought 
fit. The Collector was very fully informed on these points by this gentleman, 
and sent for me, but was engaged when I called. About this time I was told 
privately and alA) saw the notice in the Morning News, that President Polk 
had promised Greneral Dix that Coddington, being recommended by him, Cam- 
breleng,* Butler, Van Buren, and the rest of the faithful, was to have the Col- 
lectorship, and that Grovernof Van Ness, who had tried hard to elect Mr. Polk, 
was to be thrown overboard without ceremony. I told the gentleman who car- 
ried the papers to Washington, to mention to Mr. Polk where they were fk-om,* 

*Mr. Folk's eommittM to March die U. B. Bank, 1fl34, P. Thomaf, Cbainnnn, demanded of tlie bank the o rhrate 
letten of meaibw* of conyteM to the baak pieaMlant, or onf bank oflieer, and all uoaocwend letters from M, C'f. 
during the previous two years, whether about a new charter or the priTate transactions of such M. C*s. with the 
haak— fta4 tho' not a aoerat feomnitlee, thay demanded the books or th* bank, not merely to inspeot them, bat Co 
do 10 in secret, ukinf them oat of the btDdt of the diieeton, ud they aaieited their right to cany them where thej . 
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and how, and requested that there should be no concealment as to what I was 
doing-^and he did so. 

Mr. Hoyt has had hosts of witnesses before three successive city grand juries 
to get me indicted on account of these documents — but in vain. We shall see 
wl^tber I merited the abuse and slanders that have been heaped upon me. I 
think not. I did everything fairly and above board, and even sacrificed the 
petty oiRce I held, with my income, time and means, and also borrowed money, 
that I might be enabled to lay useful truths before the people previous to the 
era of a convention. A mercenary soul, situated as I was, would only have 
considered how much money he could alarm the guilty hypocrites into payinff 
for the destruction of the evidences of their shame and dishonor, thus placed 
within his control. 

On the 1st or 2nd of June, I received the followinj^ note from the gentleman 
to whom I had given many copies to be shewn to the President. It was franked 
"Comptroller's Office, J. W. M'GuUoh," and had the Washington postmark of 
the 3 1st of May. 

" Washington, 80th May, 1845. My dear sir ; I received your letter ex- 
"planatory of the reference in one of J. V's [John V. Buren's] letters to Hoyt, 
" and thank you for the information it gives. The discovery of these letters 
" seems to be providential, AND IS DULY APPRECIATED IN THE RIGHT 
" QUARTER. All will go well. I will be glad to hear from you, and on any 
*' occasion, in which I can serve you, write to me without reserve. You will 
" find me ready to render you any aid in my power. Yours Truly." 

ptMMd. They actually iiraed Ot«ir general warrant to compel the nrodactton of all the letten that had heen 
wriiten to the oank or on private or public businen with ft, for themwlTas and othen, within two years, intending 
to March the iame with the view of initituting a orimiaal proeecution egaintt the writeri or rteeiven. All ihie 
Mr. Polk approved of— yet even the chancellMr will conpel no man to produce hit booki and poiien in order that 
it may be teen whether they furnith eridenee on which to ground a criminal proMCutioo. " It li a compokoiy 
pfoceM," laid Mr. Ereratt, lat« roinater to Bnglaui, " to oompel the good peoplaof the U. 8. to produce ibetr bookf 
and papert. and lubinit them to general searen in proof of crimes, not charged but inspected ; to be enforced bv 
attachment, imprisonment, and infinite distieas ; a search of books, aaeaich of letleia, and an examination on oata 
of the (lersons implicated, touching the matters whereitf they are suspected. la what does such a warrant differ 
from th«se issued under the 1st Charles and the ihid James, for which, among other things, Scroggs was im- 
peached r* 

Becofder Morrii, now P. M. of N. Y., selected by Mr. Polk and hn cabinet on account of his principles from 
among 400,000 citizens, held that the end Justified the means in the ease of Glentworth ; descended from the benoh 
of his criminal court, joined the mayor, and the two started off to tlie quiet dwelling of a prirate citiaen after the 
nsidnif ht boui— tuld him he had in his possession a sealed package of papers the property of a porty then alM«ttt— 
and com|ielled him to gire it up under a threat that they would then aearoh his bed rooms, study, closets, chests 
and drawem, and take it by force. They had no warraat^-oe aath, general or special — no sheriff was present, nor 

I a deputy— no not eren a eonstnble. Pierce was not sworn as to his knowledge of the contents of the packet, or 

I asked whether it contained the evidence of 6leaCwoTth*s gnih. Judge Morris* real obiect was to find aid towards 

the election of his porty lender, Van Barao«<-hia immediate purpose was to prore the probnble guilt of persons 
against whom no charge whaterer had come before him as a judie, by means of papers which even District Attor- 
ney Whiting and D F. Butler had not cfaoeen to keep when they bad diem ; these papen, too, the property of a man 
whom their friend Judge Edmonds had privately warned to go away, afler he baa taken them home aad perused 
them. 

Messrs. Morris and Varian said that they dM all this ofltoially ; and when Governor Seward aeked Morris what 
authurity he had for his midnight march to Pearce*s, be replied that much of the Common Law in force here had 
never been printed any where ; that Lawyers knew the ttawrftSa paits of the law { and tbat these narts would ha 

I found to sanction bis expedition to Pieroe*s after private papers. Attorney General Hail flatly denied that the folks 

J of New York live under a code of unknown laws, never yet set In type, or written with a pen.' " The extraordinary 

j doctrine of the Recorder, (said he) that aome portiooa of tho Common Law have never been reduced to writing, 

and are not to be found in any book, is equallv novri and untenable. Lord Camden says, ** the names and rights 
of public magistrates, tlieir power and fbrms of proceeding, as they are settled by hiw, have been longeiace writton, 
and are to be found in books and records." If Mr. Morns is right, common law is like dog law. Pompey offonda 
me and gets whipt. He remembers the whipping and avoids the offence. A man does a meritorious act — is brought 
before Jod«e Morris and punished for it, by vfitoe of laws, whioh Morris tells him that nobody but Lawyen ever 
heard of and which many of them declare to have no existence. If judges aad lawyers cannot agree as to whether, 
in 184C, tbe laws of N. Y. state are or are not written, how then can they agree as to what the laws are 7 Yet this 
is the man whom President Polk has selected to uke eaTO that the seals of the letters of the peoiile of N. Y. and 
their correspondents be not viokted for political or partv purposes ! Is it not in character with his maiden choice 
ol B. F. Batter T If 40 British ministers have stooped to tbe petty larceav poliej of the administration nf a 
Poucb^. confounding principle with precedent, and moral Ikw with Icfal custom^if all the 40, including Peel, 
Wellington, Canning, uoderirh, Meiboume, Palmerstoo, Russell, Graham, and Aberdeen, and all the lord lieutenants 
of Ireland, have, each in his turn, eaosed letters passing thro' the peatofiiee to be secretly opened, read, and resealeil 
by stealth, with counterfeit seals^-and they do not deny it— what may not be expected from as convenient a post- 
Biasler as Morris, who adheres to a code of law unknown to his etmntrymen, inelndlng it is presumed the British 
practice to which I have had reftreneel In tbe ease of Hoyt, the deeaments srape in government boxes, and Hojt 
an embezzler of the revenue, who had neaped the penalty of the suh-tj«asury act by a quibble-^hey wera mixed 
np with hundreds of tons of ofleial records— wen unsealed, indecent, nnbeomning, and left in the custom honsn 
beeanse too poUntad to enter • piivnta 
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When I afterwards saw the writer, he informed me that Mr. Polk had perused 
the letters, and been informed where and in what manner they were found ; and 
that the effect they produced on his mind was such as to induce him to depart 
from his original purpose as expressed to General Dix. He said that he would 
not give the office to Mr. Coddington, but would appoint ft man of his own. I 
have seen a pretty accurate statement of this interview in the National Intelli- 
gencer, written by its N. Y. correspondent, M. L. Davis, who did not get any 
of his facts from me. Ritchie did not contradict Davis's statement, nor make 
any remarks upon it. I sometimes think that it was by way of an offset to these 
anti-Van Buren movements in May and June, that The Union abused me so out- 
rageously when my book appeared last September. 

Horace Walpole repeats a saying of his father, Sir Robert, " that but few 
men should ever be Ministers, for it lets them see too much of the badness of 
mankind." Mr. Van Ness was, I thought, a kind-hearted man, and all the Ver. 
monters I had met with, spoke well of him, after he had been their governor. 
I would have been glad, if he had kept his ground, but he was less fitted to deal 
with the host of crafly place hunters who surrounded him than Lawrence, whose 
cold, phlegmatic, calculating temperament, and mind turned toward stockjob- 
bing and lucre, will remain undisturbed, where Van Ness would almost shed 
tears of pity. I have been in the anti-chambers of Kings and Governors — and 
have witnessed the levees of the Colonial Rulers of forty colonies, in Downing 
street, but never on earth saw anything so formidable, yet humiliating to human 
nature, in the way of besieging power for place, as in the Custom House of N. Y. 

On the 3rd of June last, a friend wrote me in confidence from Washington, 
that Van Ness was superceded, and Lawrence, the choice of the President, and 
I wrote my resignation the same day and sent it in. The Collector sent for me 
twice that month, and bade me stay on account of my straitened circumstances 
and large family. I declined, my mind being fully made up that I had a duty 
to perform, effectually to uncloak the knaves who figure in part of this corres- 
pondence. Nor was it any great sacrifice, for I bad the smallest income of any 
clerk in the C. H. Webber and Everett were removed for their political opin- 
ions, with about ten minutes' official ;iotice, and I was ordered to instruct Grold. 
son and Coryell, their successors, in their duties, which I did. We had pre- 
cisely the same work to do, yet I was paid 9200 less than the one, and 9300 
less than the other. The treasury regulation seems to be purely political, and 
Committees of Congress, named by their party Speakers, are altogether a delu- 
sion. Seventeen men, called Measurers, get 81500 a year each, for doing worse 
Uhan nothing. Secretary Forward proposed to abolish them, but his whig cabinet 
was air built, and it soon vanished. The N. Y. Custom House is the most pow- 
erful piece of political machinery for neutralizing opinion and controlling elec- 
tions, to suit the few, that I ever saw or heard of in any country. De Witt 
Clinton's celebrated warning on that head, is indeed a truth. 

It is a curious fact that neither Bogardus nor Collector Van Ness, ever spoke 
a word to me about the Hoyt correspondence while I was in office. During 
every spare moment, from the 15th of May till July 1st, I copied from these 
relics of Van Burenism, at my desk and dwelling house, with the keeper's ap- 
probation, and, as it appears, that of his superiors also, whom he and Coryell 
had carefully and properly consulted. Had they objected, I must have desist- 
ed. The power of dismissal or censure remained in Messrs. Polk, Walker, 
and Van Ness, or either of them, but no one said a word. They doubtless 
knew that it would have been highly criminal to conceal such unequivocal 
proofs of turpitude from an abused people. Mr. Walker examined the letters 
with great care, and both he and the President were glad that so much con- 
cealed villainy had come to light. So far from being displeased, President Polk 
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promptly acted on my^information, being justly indignaDt at Goddington's at- 
tempt to head Greneral Jackson, as shewn in page 214, No. 179 of correspon- 
dence ♦ 



rTftlk nt vioteltof privEta oonUMCe ! it wu ia prgatcutum of mr public datiM to the itata tkat prwiAmeo 
foniiibod me with tudi full raeana for the ezposare ofit* enemies. While " Salus populi, supreme lex,** remaiat 
the K«r of God and man, a rale to refolate oar eondact towards oot aeiciibott, and the prMlSea aeooidtat to wh&eh 
has baea approved bj pottaritr in the ease or etary blaMod ralbraior who baa loft hit toil on earth for hii reward 
in beaTon, what could 1 have been, bat one of the worst of tiaHors, if I had spared ttiosa enemies that ware delireiad 
into my hands ? 

Lot then Jesse Hoyt, the tool of these plotters, let their hirelings the poor newspaper hacks. Ritchie and Heiss of 
tha UnioB, Blair and Bftaa af thaeioba, Noah af tha 3iin, Benoatt of tha Herald. O'SuUivan of the Naisa, naaek 
a Cassidy of tbo Atlas, Croswell of the Aifus, the Solomons of the two Posu, here and in Boston, tha Troy Bad- 
vet, and Henator Mack, with other raoM ohseara dradfes, tho baaian ef dOolal buitheiis, on wbaw gaBad shaalMe 
Ihab asaslen hava o(tea riddaa iato power over tha Back* of a betrayed and insulted penpie ; let them all rejoice la 
the partial victorv which they have obtained, thro* W. T. McCouo, in hinderingtfae clrcohrtion of my (brnaar ba^ 
Ibratinsa. Let the sacrHlaes wMah they have aliaady aada in tha laaipla of nammon suOoa, ia ^tftu^^m^i^ 
boor, in soma oases, to burn a copy for which ha may bfve paid, but retaining their own like the fleth which the 
heathens took (Vom the alurs of their gods to sell in the shambles. Let every eovetoos christian poiehaas it aad 
avary jaw, as bailowad at thai shrine wbara they all mutnally and lovingly worship every Saturday and Sabhalli. 

The lear of losing his office, when Lawrence came in, must have been toe motive that induced Goldson to tall, 
and persist *n a ikisebood, m this matter. Whea I had itatad in tlw'Tribq»e havr 1 eaaia by tha lattaM, QaMHb 



lapiied as fbllowt : 

" Mr. Mackenzie savs :— ' With tha consent of Mr. Goldson, the keeper, I pdblicly ceplad, whenever fhad spate 
■* tiaia, such of those fetters as I thoogbt the poblie oagi* taiae (omittiag private passagas.) and (as Mr. Ooidbaaaod 
"Mc Cvryall will no doobt testify, irciUlad on bythe Court of Chancer v) I took home (with the keeper's consent) 
'< various letters to copy them in the eveaiags. This course eoatinaed Ibr nearly a month from May 1&* To iMs 
'•HataoiaBt, aad aveiy putaf it, I giva a* nnqaalilad denial. Ua naver asked my coosanig If ha eopied t|^ aajuja 
** lalbnad to * publicly/ as he says, it was without my knowledge. If ha took them home, it was witnoot my Inoi^ 
''ladce.** 

As reafaaea was avda by Ooldafa ta tha third dark, CoiyaU, I also appealed to him, and hare is his answer, 

••W.L.Maekeesie, Esq.-4Bir:lBiaplytoyoafsaf «o^By«I*ai bannd, oa^ar tha cireomstatMas, m say Ihaftl 
*• have read in Oa TVtftaJie yaw staiamaat and Mr. Goidson's replv, and THAT UPON THE trNFLEASANT 
«MUB THUS MADE BETWEEN YOU. YOU ARE COft&BOT. llasp'y yours. INOHAM 00BV8LL.** 

Mr. Coryell ^ ^"^ conaaq H d» and oama to N. Y. hWy raeommeoded by the govarner and many leading am 
ef tha damoeratie party in Pennsylvania. Goldson, on the 14th, wrote in the Tribune, " I repeat that the statemant 
of Mackenzie Is in every partievlar ftilsa— false both ia ftet and spirit** Rmor has It that ha awoM to tin iMia 
«||bel balbie savaial graad juries. Again, an the 18th, Goldson wrote, that ■* certain gov't papers ware wafltiw, 
" aad tha keys to sundry gov't eases and bozes, in which It was supposed they were deposited, were lost. Mr. 
** Bogardos ordered these gov't boxes and eases tonkaa open a«d the papers arranged. Oae of them was Ibaad la 
*' eontain hundreds of letters addressed to Mr. Hayt.** He goes on to say, that he |^ot a new lock and key ; and 
that, with his consent, neither Coryell nor myself opened that hoz afterwards ; but if this had been Ina a patt^f 
these tamarltable disalaanias had navar appaaiad. 

As Goldson and Coryell are both retained by Lawrence in the same depnrtment, to Utis hour, with the consent qf 
Mr. Polk and Mr. Walker, I copy Coryell's sUtemeat of Nov. SUh, from the Trihnoa, as followa : 

** Maekansie, Goldaon aad I ware tiia oolv clerks in iba room ; Goldson was the senior and gave Mackenzie pet- 
missioa to copy the letters ; / believed, Imtdidnot know, that As inUuded to puilisk them, and told Goldson tlmt ha 
did wrong in giving him the permission. Instead of aidinr !><■• to aapy Iham. as Galdson aha«es, L thnmch a 
friend, tab the Cmleotor that fiir.*Mackanzie was taking copies, and that he, the Collector, ou£;ht to enquire into 
tbe mntur. Mr. Van Nea sent Mr Bogsrdus, who is tha personal friend of Mr. Goldson, to make the hH|nlf«. 
He did taquire, aad ha lapoMad that it wus all right; and so lar from fcarng that he would lose his phtoa Ar 
permitting ban to copy the letteis, Goldson, after he knew that Mackenzie was about to leave the olBce. ezeoiad 
him from other duties, that he might make eztmets flom papers In tha ofioa, afhleh Mackenzie has need in Ms boalU 
I lalbr to tha pobMied letters orMr. Van Nam and Mr. Bogardus, to prove that my statement as to them is trae, 
and knowing these fiicu to be so, Goldson now says that ke could net tmt know that he tkould Use kit pUu^ kU 
liveUkood, and atieniate eeerp >Wsnd ko posoootedkf tko antixmt tkatgod upon kin* Now I reply that he did nit 
than tliinfcso; Mr. Van Ness and Mr. Bogaidus were then his friends, ibey knew that he wts the senior clerk fn 
charge of the papers ; thev knew that Haekanzie waeuiooying these letters with GoMson's permiasiaaor aanitfvBiHl^ 
and took no steps to presaat it, aad OoIiIuni knew this.'* 

On seeing this, Bogardusgave Coryall the lie in the most phiin tarms, in tbe Tribune of the 28th of Nov.^saying 
that his statement was *' an unblushing and maliaiovs &bahaod.** Measrs. Folk, Lawnaoa aad Walkar ooaiUHiB 
to avail thamsaivas of his sarviees also ] 1 

But tbe calm and intrenid youth kept his ground ably and ftarlessly ; and I trust that his kive of truth, and oa»« 
tempt of ofBee and flOOOa voar, if to be dMioaastly held, wUI yet be hoacirad by tha approbatioorfif the noble 
hearted and. virtnout among bis countrymen. On the 39th, be stated in the Tribune that the moment I began to 
copy the Hoyt correspondence' he requested a gentleman of great respeetabtlity to mention tha foat to Mr. Van Mail, 
%rho did so-^nd he lafan to Mr. Van Nem*s leitar of Sept. S$, where he states that he had been informed that I 
had found sonw important private correspoadenca of H<^ among tho archives, and had caused Bogardvs to mah« 
t private examination, who reported that the papers ware of no appaient cooseqaanea and ta Bagavdae*s pohlisbad 
card, whera ha says that tha doeumenis wen of no consequence, and not worth taking a way. Bogardus went to 
Coldson, who haff laughed heartily at Butler*s kock piety, and Van Baren*s enrsing and f ambling, but ha navar 
opened his Kps to me, aor dfd GoUsan aver mentiOB to ma that there had been a aeareh or aa anqiiify. Qor/alTs 
last epistle closed the correspondence in these words : 

" I am made to appear as the partisan of Mackenzie who, by the publication of his book, has a i r raj pa i agaiaat 
him an influence powerful In this community. My aeeaaaB have bnhstad themselves aa tha tools and inatraraeo(i 
of those who are tabnring to arraign Maekanaie for iblony, of whieh thev know him to be innocent, by way of pro- 
tecting themselves. I am not his partisan ' i had no agaaey in tim pablieation of his book—I have nu interest fa 
sustaining btm. On the contrary I am well awaea that what I hava said in his fc^or will provoke against me the 
ill will of men whom T have no wlih to aibnd, but GaMsan aad Batraadas hava placed me m a tttaaUon wheie I 
am compeUed to speak the truth or alse^oai they Imva dona, *ear/(ii/«a«aaMsef^at««tJlfMisii:i«. * * * * 
e a • * * Maekeazle's book is an expaaamafoMs who hava held impeitant financial and political posts'; 
oan haying great vaigiit aad fenflvanaa in aoaiaiy aad wHh dm Gawanunaat. Amaag those assaiN U the piese^t 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Auihor*9 Apology for publUhing the Butler and Van Buren Correewmdtnce* 
CcnetiUUional ReformM urgently required. Governor Wright and the AnU'RenU 
er$. L. D. Slamm. Jesee HtnfCe extraordinary Chancery BUI and Vice-Chan^ 
cellar JH/TCoun^e sUU more extraordinary decision about it, Benjamin F. But- 
Jer*8 profession of Piety. Mrs, Butfer, a Politician, Van Buren's vacillating 
Policy, What may be considered Literary Property in these times. 

With SQCh opportunitiefi as I had of making these discloeures ; sufiering as I v 

have eufiered in the cause of liberty ; what an incurious creature must I have 1 

been, what a simpleton, not to have opened my eyes to that which was so plain. 
}y spread before my view ; what a traitor if) when 1 possessed it, I had courted 
or received the reward of silence ; if I had kept silence ! No ! trusting in ^ 

the coming emancipation of the human race from all the former restraints of W 
insrule ami oppression ; already seeing in the words of the ancient heathen 
poet in accordance with the prophecies of scripture, *' a new order of things 
oeghining ;" already seeing a long continuance of peace among the most civil. 
i£^ nations, and the progress of the arts rendering the former advantages for 
war worthless ; either tending to secure a continuance of peace or to end war 
in one hasty general struggle ; seeing even many of the creatures that were 
placed in subjection to man, and whose necessary attention to them in some 
Treasure humanized mankind, rendered unnecessary, supplanted ; seeing all 
things preparing for the greater happiness of mankind in a universal reign of " 
love, should I not do what I could to wipe off the reproach of this land, as fail- 
log in the experiment of self-government, through the remnants of ancient fraud 
that still remain amidst that glorious progress which we once seemed destined ! 

to make in the career of improvement among the nations ; the last but the best 
ibrm of government far outstripping them all f ' 

How must the heart of every sincere patriot be sad to see the Declaration of 
Independence nullified in so many cases, if not in every state, by the state 
Constitution, in what is it not disregarded in the practical working of it I Who 
would not grieve to see, amidst tl^ late troubles of one of our smaller States, 
instead of the great political parties in the others suggesting aught as an effec- 
tive remedy, fomonting the quarrel and triumphing in its progress, for the sake 
«f political effect, without any measure for the full establishment of those equal 
rights to which the whole nation is pledged in the sight of God to one another, 
before the world ! Who would not grieve at the success with which the guilty 
often escape through the meshes of law in this State, and the innocent are 
overwhelmed ; to sre a governor proclaim the injustice of certain usurpations, ad- 
vise their abandonment, but yet hold out the terrors of the law against their violas 
tors ; to see men condemned for murder that are said to have taken the life of 
one tfaat»came to oppose them and execute an unjust law ! To see such things, 
and here find so many felons go " unwhipt of justice," assisted in their crime 
and their escape from its due punishment through that imported, foreign, feudal 
legislation, and those relics of ancient fraud which seemed to have been swept 
away in the spring-tide flood of the revolution ;. yet here, carried back and settling 
down upon our shores in every ebb and flow oif the change of parties and pre- 

Cttllietor, wboM appoiiitiiirat Ini flkMgid Hf i»la«aow b«i«Mn M«im. GoMMa, Bonrdoa and Mftcktnsie. 
Before this, Mr. OoUhon f«v« MadmncM pMinteloB to eon Uw tottor*. and Mr. Bocardiu ei»aU find ** nuthiaf 
of imporUMO in tho manor;* bat now mm loodw tkan fboy iii dooomciiic MaolMOuo. OenondatkHi it not 
eooofh : thor. or ono of them, at loait, havt fOM bofoio tho gtwd Jury fiir tbt parpoM of baTinc him iadietod Ibr 
a aimiy. ^hy i« tbit 1 U it not maniftit that thai wbieb was of ** •• mpertMnuT' undor ICr. Van Nan, In thoir 
ofUmatioa. baf boeono a fclony rnidoff Mr. Lawroacol And b it noi oqaally manifot tbat all tbit stal afaintt 
MaeUnxio origipatot in a baio and ffwrolli« darir^ to eoneiliaio tha CoUoetor at tbo oxpaota of tnOk ami Ammt/ 
^•••7**tdonol slop to on^oiio wbot aft tbo c a U iHe r (Lawionoti't opfaiioaa or witbta. I dara 
ba bonoar and tpaak tha tfutb, bit H ploato or oflbnd wbom ft may. I hope I am dona with Mr. Bonrdut. 

• INGHAM OOBYELL.*' 
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tended reforms in tlie framiog of constitutions and the revising of laws ; if not 
ready to wish for the abrogation of huipan laws, and with a trial of a jury of 
our peers» the palladium of liberty, in a court where only the enlightened con- 
sciences of good men and their sense of honesty should be allowed to afiect the 
decision in pronouncing sentence according to the evidence ; how must I have 
been excited to do at least what was put in my power, to afford a demonstra- 
tion of the truth of sacred writ, " that the love of money is the root of all evil," 
and to call upon the people of this stale, in prospect of holding a convention^ to 
reform and perfect its constitution ; and or all the states ; to establish more 
checks, and henceforth allow of no office holder hut by their direct suffrage, of bo 
oomiaation but with your full knowledge— and to permit no one elected to legis- 
late in any pecuniary matters regarding his own pay or whatever else may coa« 
duce to his own personal and exclusive advantage ; but to enjoy his salary ac* 
cording to the appointment of the people* in his election ! Such are the nrinoi- 
pies in which I have had the hafpioeaa to be mdoctrmated; * principles that 1 
know not if they are fnllv earned out in practice among any society of men 
but the Seceders. of Scotland,, a. oh urch strongly attached to Democracy in cleri- 
cal government, and which I may call my mother church, having been bom and 
baptized in it. ^ ^ 

Whatever motives of disappointed ambition, whatever motives of self-seeking 
and hope of future favor may be imputed to the author, he is conscious to him- 
self of the rectitude of his conduct, and, that, in due time, it will be approved 
by every sincere tover of his country's welfare, by every one that reckons 
himself bound to guard the republic against injury. If it had been revenge 
that had prompted him, he might have had that long ago in matters that wore 
nearly related himself; but, when he considered himself able to serve the pub- 
lic, he overlooked personal injuries, and instead of being the opponent of the 
party, the worst part of which reckon themselves chiefly aggrieved by this pub- 
lication* he became iu advocate and pleaded its claims to State and National 
power as far as he was then deceived, and, as far as be reckoned its proposals 
preferable to those of the party that then defeated it. 

Laboring for the good of whatever land it has been his lot under providence 
to inhabit, amidst the ilLtreatmont which he has received for the want of auo- 
cess in a cause at least equal to that for which our revolutionary ancestors of 
this nation, are justly honored ; . marked and proscribed with a price set upon bis 
bead, equal to that at which some of the most illustrious of them were valued 
by the same government ; the last amomr all the survivors of that ill fated struir. 
gle, that has notobtainea a paraon and an allowance to return to his unforf cited 
rights and property ; were he to be crushed now by such an attempt as Hoyt, 
Butler, Van Buren, and their supporters have made, how would tyrants rejoice 
and the lovers of rational liberty lament, reckoning the refuge of the oppressed, 
the dungeon of the free ! 

Is it to be supposed that I should destroy my fair fame, lay aside every prin- 
ciple of honor, sacrifice a life-long reputation, and disregarding all consequences, 



* when the question of a state conTention waefint epoken oC I was ui the Ifeehuiies* Institute, here, and wcote 
nian/ Articles in its faroux, tho' net over mv own sjf nntuie. Levi P. 81«iam« a tautail editor of the Oioiocraey , 
*'*'*' * ' { the last dbraeyeAn, bestowed nueli Abuse ufion me, and done 

le son of a Geman father and an Irish motlior. he desoended to 
i fomign xenefade" thro* his paNs. Lei his private stntiMeote, piiMiihed by his eonseot, stand 
s» a reply to the tlandeis of his joaitial. 

"hUim - - 

>yp« . - , ^ , 

' Innately a Oemocmt, I can never forego the atteruiee of truth Irooi any motive ot poliev or expend ien«y. A 



or jierbaijs of their aitfttl and selfiih leaden, has, during thelai 
Bie all the ii^urjr he could with the people. HioHelf the son o 
denounce ne as " a fomgn renegade" thro* his p wi i . Lei i 
tu a repiv to the tlandeis of his journal. 

•' WiUiav L- Moehenaie, Esq.**Dear Sir : I thank jom Ibr mi attentfon. The article you allude to never eame 
" to my poswnion, ebe I shouhi oeitaiDly have pvblished it. Be nseued that the leaie you inttnuite do »e iniuaiiee. 
" Innately a Democrat, I can never forego the atteruiae of truth Iroa any motive ot poliev or expend ien«y. A 
** pressure of businem-^tbe warn interest I taune lahen ia wnnleipai lefbna, as the e«lu one of the Plebeian wiU show, 
•' the vnrious snhiedi which arise evary day repairing aone reaofd «f •piaio»-«n4 the littie atsistaaee 1 hava ia 
" the eoodoot of my jonrnaU is mr JUcns f«li avf MVBUN* roafnvuv ttTO vm coirMiUPf.aVi» Com- 



H sTiTDTf oNAL RtroRM Quit-txcM. Vour fricnd, tin D. BLaNH.** 

Wane 90k 1843.** 
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like '^ a madman scatter firebrands, arrows and death," not caring though the 
greatest and noblest temple of human liberty ever erected, should be burned up, 
if I should obtain a name ? Far from it ! An admirer of the glorious principles 
of the Declaration of Independence ; hoping to find the practical effect of such 
liberty here, as a Knox had established for the Church in my native land, and a 
Buchanan pleaded for the state ; the practical working of the true political prin- 
ciples which a Locke furnished to the immortal author of the fidl draught of 
the Declaration of Independence ; hearing this government praised by every 
lover of liberty ; living under oppressions myself; admiring everything good, 
and carefully endeavoring to excuse everything evil in the working of the re- 
publican system ; engaged at last, as is well known, in a desperate, (though for 
the time,) an unsuccessful, attempt to transplant the same institutions into a neigh- 
boring region ; was I not accurately to marie its workings according to my op- ^ 
portunHies ; and when made to feel its evils so bitterly as I have experienced in g 

my own person ; was I to content myself as an idle drone in the Custom House, " 

sucking the honey of the public hive ? Par from it ! I endeavored to improve 
the opportunities which were there furnished, and the leisure which the present 
arrangement of the public service allowed, for the benefit of the public ; and 
here is the .result of a part of my labors. 

But, in an attempt to cloak up again the villainy and fraud which has been 
exposed, here we have a defaulter to the public, an embezzler of the revenue, 
that should have been glad to have retired from view into the shades of those 
jungles which it is now becoming fashionable for public men to court, af^er a 
certain period of office, where they may live like wild beasts that drag their 
victims to their dens, to devour them and fatten upon them at leisure ; there he i 

should have sought to spend, afler '^ a youth of labor, an age of ease" with ^ 

his guilty companions, instead of darkening a court of justice with his presence, { 

or deafening it with his complaints. But, " Oh ! shame, where is thy blush !" 
his claim is allowed, sanctioned ; and letters by the lovers of stock-gambling and 
betting on elections— on the best mode of intriguing for office, and how that 
office should be used, not for the public weal, but to subserve the basest and 
most wicked personal and party purposes — of the easiest way of robbing the 
widow and the orphan by an artificial and corrupt upholding of a rotten banxrupt 
Banking Institution — letters composed of language and epithets the most blasphe- 
mous, the demoralizing tendency of which cannot for an instant be doubted, evem 
by the most liberal reader — ^these are adjudged worthy of the protecting mantle 
of an EQUITY court, as literary property, and the booksellers enjoined not to 
sell nor permit the public to read the Lives of Jesse Hoyt and Benjamin Butler * 

* LaaviBf Ibr a Ubm, Mr. V. Baran*t readT tool, l«t M esM ■ look tt^M prindpab, the ebi«r ooinpirtuiti saioiif 
their aeeooiplieM io futlu Soe one filling for a Umo a hiffh Itfal statioo, in which be must tHemble at the biait of 
public indignation, when the coniltted wind of the Cnttom Room, that £(ilas Manulbctonr of public opinion, hai 
been let oat at the proper quarter, no loncer beiehed forth from the thraau of its fMaay donafoenei * See htai 
with a earriafe beyond mott of the traders in politica, early maliinf a pvofenion of lelinen : not waiting till retim* ; 

ment from office to be trammelled by the restraints of sect, but all the time using his religious proftasion as a cloak, J 

pretending " to be denied to the world, bbt foUqwing the namnon of Qnrigbteoasneas with a step as etaady aJ time 
and an appetite as keen as death.** 

If there am eeitain pictures so lodieroas, aeeoidiag to the deaeitotiott of the poet, to see which, when admitted, 
must fnmtsh a subject for unrestratnable laughter ; how could it be thought that I could restrain my indignation 
when the opportunity was afforded me of perusing the evidence which such a man furnished against himself! Then 
tee Ms aeaiest relaiion in IHh, his other self, a woman, of whose sex it has been said, that •* retnvment is the greatest 
glory, and, that one Awnous, is infamous ;** how has she eo«irted notoriety to herwif among the accomplices of her 
male, by her share in this Family eompaet of eomipt poNtidaos ! Who could withhold trom her the gratifitetlon 
of epjoying that lovbtg aasoeiation which she has courted, of famishing another proof of the old adage *• No plot 
without a wonaan ;** or aumeting the admiring mollitada to the ehanns of the hemine of the piece, a tragedy to the 
pablic, hitherto a comedy to them 1 

It hat been said that the name of the Devil himaelf ought to be mentioned with mretenee, as we are nU to 



SSYil of dignities. Sueh a principle matt be sttpraaed to lead to some rtstrafait in speaking of one that once, 
I nnwoithily. filled the higiiest station of beohr in this land. But sumlv this should not hinder his being al- 
to tpeak for himteK In the word of God w« bavo omuit meftrdt of the saThigt of the devil as well as of 



wtekad men. The author of this book owes thaushameltr atflitfhg: I Man not the dtvfl botthe other. Or If be 
«W«i hfan anythinf , he li glad of the ojif i itan tty of dtmhatglaglha obHfttkn, of payhiy hi thii a teeond ioftaltteitt. 
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Could that be property to any one which had not only been abandoned but 
could be of no use to him whei^ recovered ? In my book, the letters that 
are claimed have their fitting place ; separated from the context, they must be 
regarded as the sweepings, dross and rubbish of literature, utterly worthless. 
Literary property no more could they be than the certificate which some skil- 
ful physician gives to a pauper cured of the diseases produced by vice, to be 
exhibited along with his scars to excite the sympathy of every one that passes 
by. In such frequent cases of moral disease in the body politic, when the just 
retribution shall overtake the workers of evil, pity may perhaps relent and 
hearken to the cry of misery, and regard the sight of wounds worse than those 
of Lazarus, which even a dog would disdain to lick, and give a cent to the 
modem representatives of fallen greatness, as one of old begged, saying, while 
exhibiting his lorn purple, " Daoholem, pauperi BeUsario.** 

These letters could only be useful for such a purpose, or to be published by 
their author as a confession in anticipation of the horrors of a dying hour, or 
the just judgment of God : not without a precedent in the annals of Infidels and 
Christians, of Rousseau and Augustine. But they are sought for no such pur- 
poses, with no such intentions. A generous penitent would rejoice in antici- 
pating his labor, in another's doing for him that which he had been too careless 
in doing for himself; that which his conscience must have urged, though the 
modesty of his nature might have shrank from the performance. ^ 

Then how vain the pretenoe of claiming this property for others ! Is there 
any one, the most degraded of the multitude that figure in this book, that would 
claim his labors here as literary property, or allow them to be used as such, if 
it could he prevenUd ? Not one. What earnest solicitation do we find in cer- 
tain cases that the letters may be burned, and what assurances that the same 
favor has been granted to the productions of him from whom this is asked ! If 
this were literary property it must have changed its nature in a wonderful 
manner, appearing to amazing advantage In the editor's publication contrasted 
with the author's manuscript. What a grace and brilliancy the setting must 
have lent these paste diamonds and glass jewels of literature ! 

Low as others are in the scale of sensibility, besides Hoyt the claimant, it can- 
not be supposed that they are altogether destitute of feeling on this subject. It 
is related by natural historians that a certain animal, a sort of prototype of those 
beings that wallow in the mire of political corruption, has been known to become 
so insensible in its fatness, that the mice have been allowed to burrow and nestle 
in its back. But here, though " learning," in the language of Burke, " may 
have been cast into the street and trodden under the hoofs of a swinish multi- 
tude," in all the ignorance and disregard of the propriety of speech, as well 
as of decency of manners, we must interpret the clamour with which we are 
assailed and deafened, as a claim of literary property urged here, as the grunt* 
ing of the herd, in the feeling and anticipation of their well filled troughs 
being emptied, and themselves sent as commoners at large, through the streets, 
instead of preserving their present accommodation, in the well built pens of the 
public's providing. 

It is now well Men that it wu the miaanUe^ TfteiUatiaff poUejr of that ww te bed ttatesmaii, the weatiiercook of 
popular opinion, that led to many of the ditastea thatoverwhelned the g«od eatue in which I was enn^ ed. How 
did he allow countenance to be fprvk it aa long as it s eened pmipe w w, and how did he command uie riffonrs of 
the law to be strained against the unfortunate, when it became adverse ; bold as a lion against the humble ^ers oi 
]ibertjr» gentle as a dove to the proud supportota of oppreasion. Contrast hia eondoet towards Texns and Canada, 
Britnra and Mexico ! Vi^ith respect to myselC mj impfiaoBBMiit waa proenrad, at what expense of oaths and jus- 
tice ! as a sacrifice to satisfy the clamours of*******; then rehietantly mv release was granted lest 
a longer confinement should injure his interests in an indignant oommooity ; but, not without requiring 1(10,000 
petitioners to ask the favor of relaxing the hold of eroeltv, tofufntob a pntenoe Ibr doing what was right, to afford 
an excuse against a party that he feared might reproach him with merey ! Great politician ! let prosperity award 
thee a niche in the temple of iknw by th« iide •Thin of whwB it ii^ieoonled, thtt ** he conld not take a pinch of 
Vkvtt without a stnuafem !" 



Amidst all the obstrneticnis that hare been pdt in my way, myself unheard 
in many parts, and nothing but ealuronies preceding as an advertiaefflem of my 
book, I know that I shall yet be regarded ; that m some way I shall gain a 
publio audience, and secure the approbation of the people in my honest effi>rt 
*< to do the state some service." Not despairing, but assured of ultimate suc- 
cess to my righteous cause, with the most earnest wishes and most ardent hopes 
for it here, trusting to such a decision as most recommends itself to your own 
consciences in the prospect of death and at the bar of God, that shall be re- 
echoed in the grateful approbation of the people ; in the consciousness of no 
ill desert, and the justice of my cause, notwithstanding a former decision, of the 
character of which, and its author. Vice Chancellor McCoun, the public hare 
already formed their opinion ; and shall soon pronounce their sentence ; I ap- 
peal to 3^u, and to the whole people ; to you as the representatives of their justice 
and equity, like the ancient Roman, who, when he had put down plot» and pun- 
ished treason, was refused by a tribune to be allowed to make a recapitulation 
of his serrices, but in taking his oath of office customary on resignation, swore 
that he had saved the reimbyc, and all the people assented with a shouL* 

CHAPTER IV. 
rim Bur^s hirtk^ pareniage^ mmijaadh^ ooMWjnbat. Hu edncatwm amd tfohf 

fmrtmts . He tidin imm c p emt « lam <ifke — mu 1 1>>> IT. P. rem iVm. 

Aarw BwoT. Dem$k of Mrt. Tarn Burem. Jcktu Abraham, Smiik 7., ami 

Martin Tom, Bmrm, Jr. 

AaaAJULM Yax Buaxir was the ownerof a small farm in Kinderhook, Columbia 
county. New York ; and ke}*t a tavera, or public house, first, in a lirlc log 



k, it* o^frma^ hint — mv\ «iW iiIum,. ikimimf that ht htt hem a^nsrdr JcAwD^ed hy tboae permm : aad w^- 
MMilIni OmI to waw» fifaaN^ and alWv tin ^jbr nW^.Tidsal» tt* rotm '^ui C*> iducIi idtjy irWrhicl viiea. i«l 
m mniMl hit «N>i«l«>««r. Um aiiH ka^h— a i fc u i w i r n iwaii m\\M aM bv caadBCt te ^atUeak Lad n miiiiii 

S«c)i w«» Mr caftfc ] Mi »at «ak tha iutiiii*ca «f Af^n. Rctler. Vac ^irvr.. k^r. 1 jveffrei nnnf vS jl. J 
•ed »«> «««•&. Ant I ^««s aiiwuia v«h aaaa. Bai vkde sm m psMir «Bc« hf lonrms te *lir T prf>« ^tetet, I 
tW ev'idc'ftrr erf* Inrnv^rr, doniiritr. fniod, VBi iH&)wiiieiirr, tx mh>rJi m\ rn.; >; vm iiac or^.i t f-L^emd. aai 
Ntetv toorfictBaah mp» ;'«■£* Uuft teai uri kaaavni I li>«*«Rd ^rr.iTi v» vt-hmp. wttc iet i*eiu7T the 



^iphaM aKhnrJtT in ihf }ai»^ a» 1 -w la hoanr h — d to ml. I aino luc a heUive ik^ fietrn^ m Tiv fnnr cif a nihht 



_^»« wJix-ii ) aR»t*«»£ nrr «a»fr •» The wmmilep— lArclkinr '^•■'r i>o w^.'ins •• : n . m.- '•ztu-.j^ «-:.. . 

IM prafitcr »4(-itaxa|» W tha y l i hi t t w^. h«o— la. I h a ufch asciiue feriheiMvl itetsM. im-.Hm. «^ I«we. I 

I haiii ai<; f^ae imaA!«d iolitm^ «Aer lBa«4«p the OkHirb Roikk. fee -v^i^rl I rrv? mx TtfOe. Ti^ <aim enaiiki^ 
aa» «• MimnMr the hanL. T««9R3r>Sw A«aa.i% faid the vhnie «m(>T)<«» of mv y .rmrf >r B(«-<n. wbew 1 hc^Tte^ 
ai 4 Bondftit: Amia. ••^*.) Wt. A, Jf Wrv^ » hi^hHr nsprmS)^ jr rir*T tlif!?e. uuz <« t.j tt« in&jTi^rr :»:. | lAiak 
I ktd tap* oapaeK «f Ls «>ditiaa. vni haW }mA sbm € cv ^ «f liie i^htr ir-im**^ u r n ^ t nc 'Jtm h lI -.rtr rannexHU^ 
nm& >mtt^ AT umiHwcwv ic &n( ir«t whifife 1 had «r h&v* mxk ihe Li««» «r Bffi mud Bauer enber ti.mr^ m m- 
tfnM0< . iV ihe idkln^ rM«A. tm^n* «r InffC^. I kunv T»h mtatt tht.c xbf pi-iiijr — r tu nv zst rj» a--«r. o: u.t' ! had 
the ip«rk fnahliiiaiid «*flh a arr:ib«M fnbhsliar'^ ■inwii. ii v «ipiafiT &he'«'ft: <Bh#r «h sf>f>r^ I va» n ^-ni'nr*^ -u- ?V *. 
OmIl IE Urtrtwr V.« the rnpirc »r tV mr — ) «ir hxn t* Mr, Wriru:** hrffpie I left — 1.11& I htrnvwrnc 83 frna iua 
«a |wr mr e nwami »a X. V. -m^irk 1 wwrii h«» Wh-le in -rtieCtwrnin ?^m»p, lut mr r injt nn.-r ri'-ff: nn te 
S'r-nift actrta reteave i* xaBmaajas'' *mu» «r inawnn. «r the aAcia: jagvi* ai ti^ 111 in wiiiii Wb( rax »v ta 
ikeiNnemn ? 

1 Amm ^» wmA «r IMhr ft Oa^V fca a a iii 1 dh ArpwpCrV m^m m m i m a a Tm>ili» fnld nzr i« thf*m ^hvrh liai 
«M8 then: & ir.^'^tmi aT j)<i]ifc7v Bac I wtnneaiafi thcaa fi*aii£.. urtsK mmntmitMK. m^mtc nxT* kaaa Tcnor hdd « »» 
4mr- I% Md t hane «4>e Kl&nie ine -fm T^nhhwhrnrthe trttdi it um tawl apek n «m>pr puitjtr anc je-'xiite liawiij 
ta tF ume rwsntnr. J*x TtatnfiVtnn^ &.•:»♦«. »er*'a«st if Thpt 6f dm «f» *nrti*^ ht-n h^j " 

1 iac ttfii arrvec u he tiie jtenradinrr <Mf daihaaaK «e>Rna&. artaea I BvimOKC a r.if:-t.«.i. : ti! a noHlir nffiae. X hmi 
IM.WW «)cn« «tii: of irr cnrr riepaniMRiT 1» nek iiw ijwa ori* arr kind Tf< htTt •^mtrauifL iiw iflr«ccT a'nuu iiai« hasa 
to «||»e 'ha: tue ihunsaja tf<|HihhcjMtane«hHU«HBaa «■«■■». 1 1«C nvAe Tin rart nmitrt'^ The iptter* -wei« 
«ip«a T'ltrt «wfe ai;v«ic tw mnk «i»««iilir AaoBBaato— ^ mmlima kfir -nRatifc^ rteni. Thrr ha£ ni hu^iTMK 
xhna. not hac M? ItaUeT ainr haaa>» to— jheaheyy fatiBMi xni"*- t^ivf hb^ ^nnc juniif>i uu. vul hiu. inrk 
M-t'Y :haa »'htt-ji w»c i»a. 

Wflse the men w%*r i\Kptm\i ihe«ftiua«B««waR|«mina» AhbS la V^,inr Andve^^ linns^ Mmmiililr ** ' It ir dmi. 

fBisin anc *^n n "" uu ' iii riaiiMNiii ■' .^i V i^' Twer . I hni. rhin»r»d Flf»»«t. Vrr llinrr. UtitH* ti»r :iift£r tH^ 
yaam hHiim. «'iib vsr* hmc UMidiHlL tlBM^ph «» ^naiu VThec I liM! aaaie nf Hie n*nn«: n l miMir i<&%. sni 
ir-Tvc jK rhai;^ «£ m auk. 1 aa hiawari W iiBiwiliin. ^iia - *-T1iarir» thiar-nmite moiffRQ n ttev iiB«&.vh» 
«m:«Cj;hu!*T imnhe tke aMBUuM aa &I* mm tmi timmr 'Omm.'^ «e «« the Cmriflr a l^irnmr anc tf I ten* 

aia— i i ai i Mj. »» WHatiytorwga'.iuBH emplm ma. Basaiaa 
. n I to ha aaBH«]lMi. » wteHB «f ai^ «ah of )Udlt«. to M»> 
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building where his eldest son, the seventh president of the United States, was 
born, and afterwards in a frame dwelling which he erected on or near the spot 
which his shanty had originally occupied in the centre of the town. Mr. Van 
Buren was quiet, peaceUil and gooHi natured, but very illiterate — governor 
George Clinton appointed him a captain of militia shortly afler the peace of 1783, 
but he soon resigned his commission, having very little taste for warlike display, 
and no knowledge of military tactics. His politics were of the right sort for 
a tavern-keeper in a neighborhood inhabited by democrats apd federalists — ^they 
were of the neutral sort. He married when rather advanced in years, Mary 
Goes, otherwise Hoes, a widow lady with three children, (whose first husband's 
name was Van Alen,) a polite, well-bred, managinjg woman, very fond of poli- 
tics ; and as active and ambitious as her partner in life's cares was still, con- 
tented, dull and harmless. They were very poor, but Mr. B. F. Butler, whose 
father kept a store and tavern in the same township, mentions that Mrs. Van 
Buren was " distinguished for her amiable disposition, her exemplary piety, and 
more than ordinary sagacity." She lived to see one of her sons a member of 
Congress, and another of them a state senator and attorney general of^Ne^r 
York. 

Abraham Van Buren, his wife,,and her former husband, Mr. Van Alen, were 
all of Dutch descent — ^Butler says that her maiden name. Goes, " will be recog* 
nized as a name of distinction by those who are familiar with the history of the 
Netherlands," which I am not. 

Martin, the eldest son of Abraham Vab Buren and his wife, Mary Goes, or 
Hoes, was born in the village of Kinderhook, on the 5th of December, 1782 — 
his younger brothers are Lawrence, a farmer, also of Kinderhook, and Abra- 
ham now, I believe postmaster there, but formerly a lawyer at Hudson. There 
were also two sisters, one of whom married Mr. Barent Hoes. 

The early life of Martin Van Buren was passed in his father's tavern. He 
leeeived his education at the village school ; and even that was cut short before 
he had completed his fourteenth year. In 1790, he was sent to the office of Mr. 
Francis Sylvester, a lawyer of his native village, to acquire the ait or practice 
of an attorney, and as he had not had the advantages of a collegiate education^ 
the statute required him to study the technical, dififase, and tedious forms of 
English legal practice for seven long years, previous to an examination as to his 
qualifications to be admitted to act as an attorney in the law courts, and several 
years more before attaining the rank of a counsellor at law. 

After remaining several years with Sylvester, Van Buren was taken into the 
law ofiice of William P. Van Ness, at New York. Mr. Van Ness was from 
Columbia county, the steady friend and associate of Aaron Burr, and an astute 
caustic, well-informed politician. He wrote a powerful pamphlet against De 
.Witt Clinton and Ambrose Spencer, under the signature of ^* Aristides ; " and 
Van Buren has been often accused of betra3ring to Judge Spencer or Mr. Clinton 
the author's name. This charge is doubtless unjust, though M. M. Noah reiter- 
ated it publicly after the judge had unequivocally pronounced it false. 

Through Mr. Van Ness, and, probably at his father's tavern, when he was 
on visit^at General Van Ness's, Van Buren became acquainted with Vice-Presi- 
dent Burr, who (says Holland or rather Butler,) was led " to treat him with 
marked attention, and to make every reasonable eflRbrt to secure his favorable 
regard." In November, 1808, at the age of nearly twenty-one, Van Buren 
was admitted as an attorney of the Supreme Court, New York, and began busi- 
ness at Kinderhook under the firm of Van Buren ds Miller ; his law partner 
being a son of Stephen Miller, and both of them what "was called * republt- 
cans.' 



20 VAN BlTRBll's VAKEUGSi EDtfCATION, AND FAMILY CONHBXIONS. 

Van Bureo, soon after ibis, paid his addresses to Miss Hannah Hoes — Miss 
Hannah's brother, Barent, was courting one of Van Buren's sisters at the same 
time. Both marriages took place. Mrs. Van Buren is described as having 
been a kind, amiable, sweet-tempered woman, and the connexion was a happy 
one while it lasted. Van Buren proved himself an affectionate husband — was 
strongly attached to his wife — sincerely lamented her death, which took place 
in 1818,of consumption J and has remained a widower for the last twenty-eight 
years. 

Of their family bf four sons, the most remarkable is John Van Buren, now 
Attorney General of N. Y. State, who married a daughter of Judge James 
Vanderpoel of Kinderhook, and is now a widower. James M. French, of the 
Albany Atlas, married her sister. Wright and Van Buren's friends tried to elect 
his partner, Cassidy, State Printer, and thus keep that lucrative branch of the 
revenue in the family or among its dependants. The eldest son, Abraham Van 
Buren, married a daughter of Colonel Singleton, a wealthy planter of South 
Carolina, and is a brother-in-law of Senator McDuffie. Andrew Stevenson 
of Va. is the lady's uncle. The third son. Smith Thompson Van Buren, mar- 
ried a daughter of the late William James, a rich citizen of Albany, Her 
sister is the wife of Robert E. Temple, a son of Judge Temple of Vermont, 
whom Gov'r. Wright has appointed to the office of Adjutant General of the 
Militia. The fourth son is Martin Van Buren, so named after his father. 



CHAPTER V 



Van Buren 8 early habits. The importance to Society of a judiciotis Educatitm* 
James I. Van Alen. Stale of Parties in N. Y. CUnton and Spencer. The 
Embargo of 1807-8. The Surrogates of Columiia county. Van Buren^s course 
as a partisan. ArisHdes. 

Martin Van Buren the elder, was a shrewd, cunning, clever boy — very 
fond of betting, gambling and card playing — a first rate pleader for a 
small fee, in cases tried before a justice of the peace — ^very persevering in 
such branches of study as he found to be particularly useful — good at trading 
horses and making bai^ains — and endeavored to give some consideration to 
that branch of the science of morals called politics at a very early age, at the 
tavern. Dr. Holland mentions, that during Van Buren's boyhood, Kinderhook 
was a litigious, quarrelsome place, where " party politics raged violently, and 
frequently disturbed the peaceful relations of neighbors whose real interests 
were not in conflict with each other," and " the theatre of incessant litigation 
and judicial combat, especially in the local courts." A gentleman who remem- 
bers him from his infancy, tells me that his common conversation in early life 
far more resembled the style of his son John's epistles to Jesse Hoyt, than those 
of bis student Benjamin Butler, dated from Sandy Hill. 

How important is useful knowledge, not only to the person taught, but to the 
community, to his country, and the world ! With young Van Buren's talents, 
enei^etic character, and ambition to raise himself to riches and distinction, 
what advantages might not his country have derived from his exertions, had his 
education been judicious and liberal— had he recevied that instruction which 
forms the mind, elevates the soul, directs the judgment, gives a zest to the finest 
feelings of humanity, enables native talent and genius to enlist under the ban- 
ners of virtue, and sends forth into society men of patriotism and love of truth, 
whose souls are filled with generous anticipations of improving the conditrao 
and increasing the social comforts of mankind ! Jefferson, Clinton and Lafay- 
ette, tho' reared in affluence, stru^led through life to increase the public stock 
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of useful knowledge, and knock off the fetters which bind the millions; and, 
they died poor — wealth and high station have been Mr. Van Buren's great aim 
— ^e has been President of the Republic, his children are married into ricK 
families, and, he himself is the owner of larf;e possessions, and covered with 
honors and distinction. He enjoys the comfort of a temporary retirement from 
public life in one of his country seats, once the family mansion of General Van* 
Ness, a lovely spot within view of his birth place, and near to the banks of the 
Hudson and the base of the lofly Catskill. Education, such as he received at 
the village school, in the tavern of his father, among the petty quarrels and 
cases of crime tried before the country squires, among noisy and brawling poll- 
ticians, gamblers, and horse jockies of Einderhook and its environs, and in the 
office of a well meaning country attorney, tied down to the apocryphal practice 
of English law, laid the foundation of his fortunes ; and we shall enquire, in 
succeding chapters how far his elevation to power has been a benefit or an in- 
jury to his country. 

Van Buren had been licensed to practise as an i^ttorney in the ^tate courts in 
Nov. 1803 — next year he was admitted to practise as attorney and counsellor 
in the supreme court. Sometime in 1605 or 4800 he entered into a law part« 
nership with his half-brother James I. Van Aleo, whp was much older than him- 
self had been educated for the law, was in good practice, and in May 1806^ 
elected a member of the tenth congress, which met in December, 1807. Mr.; 
Butler, and Dr. Holland describe YamAlen as a high toned federaUsif while 
the Hudson Bee, and the Republican Watch Tower (May 0, 1806^ name him 
as a republican^ opposing the ex-chanoellor, R. R. Livingston, and what they 
call the federal influence. " In spite of the almost all -pervading and all-potent 
influence of the Merchants^ Bank and the intrigues of Governor Lewis's party 
(says the Bee,") the republicans of this county have presented a sound and un. 
varying body. ' Who could understand from this that Van Alen had been the 
federal candidate ? 

In 1800, the great federal party in the state of N. Y. were overthrown by 
the united eflTorts of the Clintons, Livingstons and Aaron Burr ; Burr was after- 
wards temporarily prostrated by the Clintons and Livingstons, and more effectu- 
ally by his duel with Colonel Hamilton — shortly after this the Clintons quarreled 
with the Livingstons and overcame them. Van Buren took sides with the Clintons 
and W. H. Crawford of 6eoi;^ia, against Jefferson's embargo act. Soon after 
its^- passage by congress, De Witt Clinton presided at a public meeting in the 
City of New York, by which it was condemned ; and Cheetham, in The Ame^ 
rican Citizen^ the CUntonian paper, steadily denounced it. The Clinton and 
Spencer party influence made I)aniel D. Tompkins, who was a member of 
congress for that city, Governor of the state ; and having a majority in the 
Assembly of the state, elected in Feb. 1803, Benjamin Coe, P. C. Adams, John 
Veeder, and Nathan Smith, as a council of appointment, to remove political, 
opponents from office and choose friends to fill vacancies. This council forth, 
with appointed De Witt Clinton to the mayoralty of New York, Sylvanus. 
Miller to be surrogate there, and Joseph C. Yates a judge of the Supreme 
Cburt. Van Buren's reward was the office of surrogate of Columbia County. 

In the course of the year, (1808,) Clinton and Crawford, changed their minds 
in favor of the embargo, having given the question a more careful consideration. 

In 1810, a federal council came into power at Albany, but, iho* (as Ham- 
mond tells us) sheriffs and surrogates " ware generally made to feel its power,'*' 
Van Buren held on quietly. James I. Van Alen, his half-brother, was the sur- 
rogate before him — making laws at Washington, and performing judicial 
duties, tho' the deputy of a deputy, on the banks of the Hudson— Van Buren got 
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his place, March 20, 1608 — and in 1813, when he was safely seated in the 
Senate, the federalists restored the surrogate's office to Van Alen. In the 
struggles of faction, brothers of the same family, and law-partners of the same 
firm, often took opposite sides, and, like V. B. and V. A. played into each 
other's hands. It was said not long since of the brothers Wetmore of New 
York, that, like two buckets in a well, when one was down the other was up ; 
one of them at least was sure to be in the majority of the hour and in ofRce. 
There are many such cases. By reference to pa^e 100, note first, it will be 
seen that, tho* Van Alen, the federalist, did not hold on continually, his brother, 
Martin, the democrat, hastened to put him back into the surrogate's in 192!, 
throwing in the office of assistant county judge, with its emoluments, for his 
further accommodation ; both of which places, I believe, he held on to, besides 
his legal practice, till the day of his death. 

M. M. Noah and others have insinuated that Van Buren went over to gover- 
nor Lewis and the Livingstons in 1804, when twenty-one years old, in conse- 
quence of a quarrel with W. P. Van Ness, arising out of the secret disclosure 
of that gentleman's authorship of 'Aristides' — ^but as Judge Spencer has stated 
that this charge of a betrayal of confidence has no foundation, we are bound 
wholly to discredit it. In 1807, as Butler and Holland inform us. Van Buren 
was no longer found under the Livingston standard — ^he supported Daniel D. 
Tompkins, who wais Governor Lewis's opponent— and again in 1810. From 
1808 to 1812 he was a thorough.going Clintonian, and delivered a strong and 
eneigetic address in favor of Cfliuton as President, in opposition to Madison, in 
November, 1812, in the legislative caucus at Albany. Solomon Southwick 
and Martin Van Buren were sworn friends in politics from 1804 to 1818. They 
went for Lewis in 1804 — for Tompkins, against Lewis in 1807 — for Tompkins 
in 1810 — and for entangling De Witt Clinton in their toils— to put down Madison 
in 1812. In Southwick's remarkable letter to me [pa^e268J onVan Buren, 
he gives a death bed version as it were of Van Buren's true character, as he 
had ascertained it from a personal intimacy of many years. The reader may 
judge from the facts given in this volume whether his strictures are warranted. 



CHAPTER VI. 
Van Buren^s experience on N. Y. hanking. He hhhiesfor a charter to the Bank 
of Hudson, Van Bvreny his hroiher-in-latDy Cantiney and W. P. Van Ness 
decome directors of that bank. It explodes — a total toreck. Van Ness t^nm 
Society. Madison gives him a U. S. judgeship. His manner of guarding the 
court monies. Theron Rudd, Van Buren's unconquerable dislike to bank 
shares. 

Van Bctren is, and always has been, a studious, enquiring, observing man. 
In his early days the principles of banking and paper currency were discussed in 
Congress, in the State Legislatures, by the press, and in private circles, with j 

the utmost earnestness ; and that class of instructive facts which were exhibited i 

in the state banks' suspension of 1837, were in active operation before his eyes, 
during the stoppage of cash payments in 1814 and 1815 : he was as well 
aware, in 1829, when he recommended a chain of safety (! ! H fund banks, 
and in 1834, when he placed them in a state of dependance on the federal ex- 
eoutive, that the result would be a general bankruptcy, as, when, in 1839, he 
eehoed the impotent threats of the Hermitage against the deceptions of their 
presidents, directors and officers. With Van Buren there had been no duplicity ; 
he understood and anticipated every move they made. This fact will become 
apparent to the impartial and attentive reader. 
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la 1808. Van Buren went to Alb^any to use his influence with the lobby for 
the ch^itenog of the Dank of Hudson.; the application was successful^ and in 
due time he became a director and prosecuting attorney for the institution. 
Moses I. Cantiae, bis brother-in-lawy a state senator of Kis politics, and afbr- 
wards state printer, was one^of the directors on the. part of the people of N. Y., 
who had a share of the management, held stock, deposited part of the public 
monies, in this hank, and elected two directcins, through the State Le/^islature. , 
Williani P. Van Ness, the friend of Burr, the brother of Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
late collector of oustomsi New York, and of General John P, Van Ness, Presi. 
dent of the Bank of the Metropolis, Washington, and who had been a legal in- 
structor of Van Buren, was one of his associates at the board of direction. 
When Van Buren left Hudson for Albany he gave up his seal at the discount 
board; but as Attorney General it remained uiKler his supervision, through its 
charter, and as being a state institution, and for years paying no specie. In 
1623, it exploded, bu^ Van Buren had sold out his stock; having been behind 
the screen, he was well aware how matters were going. The House of As- 
sembly appointed a committee to enquire into the affairs of the Hudson Bank, 
whieb reported on the third of February, that year, [see Assembly's Journal,] 
that on looking into its management, going bapk ** many years," the facts which 
bad come under their observation, '^disclose a scene of wild speculation, ruin- 
ous and improvident management on tlie jpart of many of its officers," by 
which the stoqk-holders lost their stock, the nilUholders their bills, which went 
down from being worth five to six cents per dollar, to nothing ; and Van Buren 
tod the pabiic gained some experience—he in safety-fund banking, and his 
constituents in its results. ' 

A few months after Van Bnrenciremove^ to Hudson, his friend. Judge (W. P.) 
Van Ness, then of Columbia county, delivered aa able charge to the grand-in- 
quest of that county, there, wherein he took occasion to describe the condition 
of society as follows : 

** Although we have not <|iute sttained die akiil and bsnUhood in the perpetration of crimet 
which distinguishes the nations of the old world, we may claim all the merit of most hopeful 
papils, and sacf^ssfui imitators. All the evil propensities of foreign growth have here found a 
most congenial soil. That species of profligacy, which has Mtheno been believed to be the off. 
spring of deep national, and individual degeneracy, seeoM to flourish here, with a poiaoaooe 
luzananee char overshadows and bleste every virtuous principle. A little attention to this sub- 
jeot, will evinoe Co you that in these days of speculation and lefinempnt, mankind is improving 
in every thing bat virtue. That his ingenuity is exerted with gr^at success, in the skilful com- 
miasion of crimes, and in the practice of devices infinitely various, for the purpose of eluding 
detection, and escaping the penalties of the law. In a simple state of manners, the artifices of 
designing men, were leas complex. Vioe marohed directly to its object. The conception and 
conaommation of a crime rapidly sncoeeded each oHier. But now the muUiplied acta of men often 
exhibit specimens of the most skilful and accomplished villsiny, which, by evasive dexterity, 
almost baffles the usual methods of scrutiny and detection. The wealth that has poured in upon 
us, since our national birth, and the reputation we have established, has exalted our pride, and 
imoxicated our vanity, with the hopes of uninterrupted prosperity. But it should be remembered^ 
that these advantages in a national as well as private view, are frail and evanescent, and that the 
HMst praaperone periods are not unlrequeBtly aeleoied bfy the wisdom of God to chastise the as- 
piring spirit of a people." 

Wm. P. Van Ness was soon after appointed by Mr. Madison, to the office of 
District Judge at Ne^v York ; and in 1812, he removed Charles Clinton the 
clerk, and appointed Theron Rudd in his stead. Mr. Talmadge, the circuit 
judge, turned off Rudd and appointed John C. Spencer's uncle, Philip, Clinton 
not desiring a reappointment. In August, 181 8, Mr. Van Ness put out Spencer 
and gave Rudd the clerk's place again. It wasRudd's duty to keep the money 
in charge of the court, in a bank designated to him, and a rule.of court forbade 
him to pay out or remove any of it without the judge's order, statins to whom 
the cash was to be paid, and why. Judge Van Ness repealed the rule. Ano- 
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ther rule of court which subjected Rudd's account of cash on hand, to t^o half 
yearly inspections by the judge and district attorney, the judge amen^ 
by leaving out the district attorney's name, bot never after enquire into Rudd's 
financial operations. The law required Van Ness to take bonds and security 
for the faitnful performance of his duties, but he omitted it when he reappointed 
him. In Feb. 1817, Rudd had about •160,000 in his hands belonging to sui- 
tors in Van Ness's court, and suspicion having arisen a oommittee of congress 
examined the judge, who went to Washington and told a committee of the Sen- 
ate that the cash in charge of his court was perfectly safe in <' the Middle Dis* 
trict Bank," north of the highlands, and that his clerk, Rudd, was '< every way 
responsible under his bond.^* The clerk had given no bond — ^the judge had 
made no enquiry about the money for several years. Judge Van Ness tried 
in vain to prevent pongress from passing a law requiring * court monies' to be 
paid into bank, and all payments by them to be by the judge's order. In June, 
1817, an order for the attachment of Rudd was issi^ed — he was put in prison — 
let out again — and finally a committee of congress^ April 10, 1818, announced 
that $117,397 of the public money "were unaccounted f<)r by Theroki Rudd, 
and that they have been most grossly and nefariously purloined." No law 
was then passed to punish further peculation; and. when, in July, 1840, a 
penal enactment found its way into trie sub-treasnry bill, Judge Betts, the suc- 
cessor of Van Ness, discovered that it would not apply to Jesse Hoyt's case. 
Rudd was a great admirer of Van Buren — ^upheld his administration powerful- 
ly, as editor of the New Era — went for the sub-treasury — and, like Price, 
Swartwout, Gouvemeur and Hoyt, probably^expended a ftiir share of the < court 
monies' in manufacturing public opinion, to serve party leaders, at Tanmiaay 
Hall, Texas, or elsewhere. ^ 

Judge Van Ness's practice, thro' his clerk, Rudd, afforded an apt illustration 
of his theory of society, above quoted. Altho' the committee of congress blamed 
his remissness, they had no reason to believe that he received a dollar of the 
missing treasure. He died in 1824, anything but wealthy— 4ind the beautiful 
lands and mansion of his family were purchftsed, and are now occupied by his 
ancient pupil. Van Buren. 

Van Buren's official biographer, Holland, tells us, page 303, *' that he has 
wholly abstained from becoming the owner of any bank stock, or taking any 
interest in any company incorporated by the legislature of New York, sinoe the 
period of his entrance into the Senate of that state in 181^ ;" all which is as 
true, but not more so, than O^Sullivan's assertion in his life of B. F. Butler, 
Van Buren's law.partner, that he left the Washington and Warren Bank, in 
good condition, paying every body specie. Van Buren was not only interested 
in banks, but was one of the meet acttre managers of the Very worst of them, 
in 1814, that at Hudson. * 



* In 1808, the lefpdBtara of New Vork poited an act to lend certain claMei of the citinns a turn of mooey for their 
leNef. Mr. Van Buren't friend, agent, and admirer, Mordeeai M. Noah, gfTee the feUowtac brief history of it in 
tkaM r. Burning SUr of Auyait 1, ISM : 

** The ehatten of the Bank of New Tofk, the Bank of Albany, tl» Fafmen* Bank of Troyaad tlM Bank of Oel- 
umbia, were about expirinf, and they bad all applied for the extension of their charters. The eomoiercial eondition 
of the conatnr and iu enrrencv, waa at that time under freat embamasment, resultinf from the then embarfo, and 
other raetrletlooe inpoMd by UMGeneml OoTemmeoteii *M t^ mercaatile basi n em cf the natioo, 4be. The meotben 
from the counties (other tlian those where the henks mentioned wem located) comphiined that these fraochioes and 
frants were partial in their operation, and that their eonstituenH were also fartioriax under great diflcnitiee, whieb 
could not, and would uot be lessened or velieTedhy the renewal of the bunk eharten. To obvialethn alleged partiality 
the loan of 1808 was adopted. The bill regulaUng this loan was drawn by the Uken Attorney General, and a mem 
ber of Amembty (Vom this city. There it another Act whioh oeeoned at that time, the incorporation of the Bank 
of fludsoa. Martin Van Buna was in Albaay during the semion of 1806, a Ubh^ member for the chattering of that 
bank. He was a warm advocate for the rtcherUring of the others, and eo operating with those who supported 
them. He was a busy Mlv mmhrn- for the renewal of the bunk ehartaia, and for the Hudson Bank, in whieh aet 
of inooipontioii (we think) he wm named ts a diiuctoi. He was a dixeclor of Uiat institution for a narober o. 
Tenn.** 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Van Bwren sets up as an enemy to Chartered Banks/ The Bank of America^ 
or Six Million Bank, Tompkins opposes ityand describes the dangers of the 
N. Y. hanking system. Southwiclc and the l^ends of the hank support Van 
Buren in 1812 for the Senate. General Moot, James W. Wilkin, Ambrose 
and J. C. Spencer, and Samuel Campbell sustain Tompkins. The Common 
Schools cheated out of the Bank Bonus. Judge W. W. Van Nass^s bribe. The 
Merchants' Bank Charter, 1806. 

When Van Bnren was a candidate for the Vice Presidency, a sketch of his 
life appeared in the Albany Argus, and afterwards in pamphlet form, by B. 
F. Butler. When in 183^ he was put forward for the office of President, But« 
ler's pamphlet was enlai^d into a duodecimo ; Dr. Holland was the repu- 
ted author, but Butler compiled the more important parts. Blair's Globe, the 
. Argus, and other prints under Van Buren's control, warranted the narrative to 
be authentic, and I therefore quote it as Van Buren's own version of his history 
and principles. In page 301, it tells us, that " Of all inventions which have 
been put in operation, in this country, to promote the inordinate accumulation 
of wealth, the most exceptionable are incorporated companies ; and the worst 
of all incorporated companies are banks." In page 40, it assures us, that, in 
the days of Washington, " the leading doctrines of the democratic party were 
* * ♦ * no privileges to particular sections of the country or to parti- 
cular classes of the community — ^no monopolies, trading companies, or gover- 
mental banks" — while " the doctrines of the anti-republican party were similar 
to those of the present day. They were for a splendid, consolidated govern- 
ment, SUPPORTED BY A NATIONAL BaJ«K, AND REVOLVING ABOUT AN TNTRIGUINa 

AND coRRUPi'iNo Trbasury." In page «303, it denounces " incorporated banks," 
and a paper currency ; remarking, that " it may be reasonably doubted whether 
the whole [banking] system, from beginning to end, is not an infraction of the 
constitution. It is, at least, an evasion of its plain provisions, pernicious in its 
influence upon industry and morals, and meriting the firm resistance of all true 
lovers of equal rights." 

When, in 1811, Greoi^e Clinton's casting vote in the United States Senate^ 
closed the career of the £rst national bank, its friends pursued very nearly the 
same course which the directors of the second national bank followed, when 
Jackson's veto prevented a renewal of its charter. They endeavored to incor- 
porate it as a state institution; and as Pennsylvania was opposed to them, and 
ner legislature refused them a state charter, by a vote of 69 to 22, they came 
to All^y, and thro' persu^usion, influence, interest, and I regret to add, bribery, 
obtained majorities in both branches of the legislature, for charterina; " the 
Bank of America," with a capital of six millions of dollars. Holland, page 
304, tells us that "In the spring of 1812, Governor Tompkins prorogued the 
legislature, to prevent the passage of the charter for the bank ; and Mr. Van 
Buren yielded this energetic, but necessary, exercise of power, his firmest sup- 
port." This may be true, for Van Buren's opponent, E. P. Livingston, was a 
thorough Bank man — yet I perceive that Solomon Southwick, State Printer, 
President of the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Albany, who was the most ultra 
advocate of" the Bank of America" in the Union, and employed by its projectors 
to travel over the state in 1811, and enlist recruits and manufacture public opin- 
ion for its use, and who had become deadly hostile to Tompkins, earnestly urg- 
ed the people to choose Van Buren as a Senator ; this he did in April, 1812, 
only a month before the bank hill passed into a law in spite of Tompkins and 
the war party. These were his words: 



20 SOtTTHWICt^S TWO CBAKACTERS OF VAN BTTSEN. 

« Albany Register, April, 1812. — ^Middle District— for Senator, MARTIN 
VAN BUREN. In the Middle District, WE REJOICE in the nonfMiiation 
of MR. VAN BUREN— WE HAVE LONG KNOWN AND ESTEEMED 
HIM. He possesses genius, intelligence, and eloquence — ^has long been 'one 
of the firmest props of the Republican interest ; and with a spirit which will 
not bend to servility or sycophancy, cannot fail to become a distinguished and 
useful member of the Senate. Attempts are now making to divide the party 
on a question which has no connexion >vith it. We allude to the bank question. 
Attempts are said to have been made to corrupt certain members, but without 
success ; and surely an unsuccessful attempt to corrupt ONE member who 
voted against the bill, is not to be admitted as proof, nor ought it to give birth 
even to a suspicion, that another who voted for it had been corrupted.'' 

Van Buren, was elected — ^the six million bank bill became a law— ^nd on 
the eighth of December, 1838, Mr. Southwick wrote roe as follows: 

" I hope, my dear sir, that you are now convinced of what [ told you in . 
August last, that Van Buren was heartless, bypooritioal, selfish and unprincipled. 
He is the tool or slave of a foul heart and a false ambition, and never poseeaseid 
a particle of true greatness. I speak not from prejudice — I knew him inti- 
roately— VERY INTIMATELY FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS, and never 
knew him to act from a noble and disinterested motive; always full of low. 
cunning, dark intrigue, and base -selfishness.'^ 

He died soon afler, and the Albany Argus, and Evening Journal, thus de- 
scribed him : «* He was among the most ardent, generous, warm-hearted men 
that ever lived. He was in his manners, feelings and sentiments, a republican. 
Oppression and tyranny found in him an enthusiastic and fearless opponent." 
Hammond speaks of him in the same strain. 

In less than three months from the time when Southwick took the field for 
Van Buren, as above, namely in July, 1812, John C. Spencer, in the Ontario 
Messenger, remarked, that, " next to the tories, we think apostate republican 
editors deserve to be marked and known. The first whose name is entitled to 
be enrolled on this list is golomon Southwick." 

The memorial of Cornelius Ray and others, read in Senate, February 15, 
1812, set forth, that the trustees of the late Bank of the United States had 
accumulated a large sum in specie in their vaults, which they were desirous 
to employ in the business of banking ; that of this money a considerable sum 
was owned by foreigners, who could neither vote on their shares nor be direc- 
tors ; that a partial revival of the late national bank was desired by its trustees ; 
who wished the stock-holders of the late United States Bank incorporated as 
the Phoenix Bank, for twenty years, with 85,000,000 of capital, which privilege 
of incorporation they were ready to purchase at the expense of 9500,000 in 
cash, to be paid to the state, and other 9500,000 they would lend to the state at 
five per cent. An additional million of stock was aflerwards added by the 
legislature, which refused to allow New York state to hold the 960,000 she had 
held in the old U. S. Bank, and refused to ^ive U. S. Bank stockholders, if 
natives, a preference to ditto, if foreigners. The bonus or price of the charter 
was raised to 9600,000, and a loan to the state of 92,000,000. Of its capital, 
95,000,000 were to be paid in specie at once, and it was to be restricted to a 
bank note circulation equal to its capital. No other bank opposed its charter. 

On the twenty-eighth of March, Governor Tompkins prorogued the legisla- 
ture to the twenty-first of May. He had no veto power. In his speech at the 
prorogation, he mentioned tha^ at the previous session, members had been tam- 
pered with to induce the passage of the late Jersey Bank charter — and "that 
some years since, it was ascertained beyond any reasonable doubt, that corrupt 
inducements were held out to members of the Legislature in order to obtain 
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their votes in favor of an incorporation of a banking institution [the Merchants' 
Bank] in the city of New York ; and the very strong and general suspicion, 
that the emoluments tendered were, in certain instances, accepted, inflicted a 
deep wound upon the purity and independence of legislation. . That it appeared 
by the journals of the Assembly, that attempts have been made to corrupt, by 
bribes, four members of that body, to vote for the passage of the bill to incor- 
porate the Bank of America ; and it aho appeared by the journals of the Sen- 
ate, that an improper attempt had been made to influence one of the Senators 
to vote for the bill." 

Governor Tompkins, when he opened the session, on the twenty-eighth of 
January, said, that, " not unfrequently, the prominent men who seek the incor- 
pdration of new banks, are the very same who have deeply participated in the 
original stock of most of the previously established banks. Having disposed 
of that stock at a lucrative advance, and their avidity being sharpened by re* 
peated gratiflcation, they become more importunate and vehement in every fresh 
attempt to obtain an opportunity of renewing their speculations. If (said he) 
we still persevere in multiplying banks, will there not be danger of infusing into 
the public mind a suspicion, either that we yield too plainly to the management 
and pressure of external corabinatioi^s, or that the unhallowed shrine of cupidity 
has Its adorers within the very sanctuary of legislation — such a suspicion will 
be the prelude to the downfall of republican government, for it is erected and 
supported upon the affections of the people at large, and upon their faith in the 
inviolable firmness and probity of their public agents, and when once the found- 
ation is removed the superstnicjture must fall, of course." 

Among those who were opposed to this bank and approvers of the governor's 
course, I find the names of Archibald Mclntyre, James W. Wilkin, Erastus 
Root, John Tayler, John W. Taylor, F. A. Bloodgood, Ambrose Spenoer, John 
C. Spenoer, Samuel Campbell, B. Coe, Nathan Sanford, Henry Yates, Alex- 
ander Sheldon, and Isaac Ogden. Among the friends of the bank, ^ere Sam- 
uel Jones, Jr., Halsey Rogers, E. P. Livingston, Morgan Lewis, Jonas Piatt, 
and Ab'm Van Vechten. Van Buren's biographer, Holland, states, pages 86 
and 87, that he supported Tompkins with his *^ utmost influence and best talents,*' 
and that the bill '^ did not become a law ; but owed its defeat to the firmness of 
the governor." This is not true — ^the bill became a law in June, 1812 — Oliver 
Wolcoti was the first president — and Preserved Fish and Theodorus Bailey, ultra 
democrats, were named in the act, with others, as directors for two years. 

Next year (1818) in March, the opponents of Madison came into power in 
the Assembly, but the senate* remained democratic, so called. Of the bonus 
agreed to be paid towards common schools for their charter, the Bank of Amer- 
j ' ica asked to have $300,000 relumed to them — and it was done, by 16 to 9 in 
I the senate, Root and Van Buren, Bloodgood and Wilkin, being among the nays, 
I to their credit be it recorded. It does seem to me, that, as neither party wanted 
I to be rid of banks — and, that, as there was as much rottenness about ^ the Man- 
^ ' hattan' of the Democrats as * the Merchants' of the Federalists — the offer of 
! the trustees of the U. S. Bank, was, in its vsay, very liberal, had it been unac- 
companied with bribery — but the corrupting of the next year's legislature to 
induce them to give back to the bank 8300,000 of the purchase money of the 
monopoly, out of the common school fund, after the bank was afloat, through 
wholesale corruption, was a refinement in knavery evincing talents suitable for 
Botany Bay or Van Dieman's Land. Southwick, Thomas, and others, were 
tried for bribery, and acquitted. Judge W. W. Van Ness, of Columbia county, 
presided at Southwick's trial, and took a bribe of 95,000 out of the funds of 
the bank, for his services in voting for the bill as a member of the council of 
revision (!!!) Charles Kmg, J. A. Hamilton, and J. Verplanck, manfully stated 
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the faots in iJie American — General Root, in 1820, brought the judge before the 
legislature, tvhere, instead of telling a plain story like a man, he appeared en. 
trenched behind the legal quibbles of four hired lawyers, six of the committee 
being also men of law. John Duer and Rudolph Bunner swore positively that 
Van Ness had told them that he was entitled to the third of $20,000, secretly 
appropriated by the bank for a graUdly to him, and the services of Grosvenor 
and Williams, and that he feared he would only get 9^,000. The receipt and 
books of the bank were not forthcoming — ^the judge had the cash — ^but the shock 
he got through the enquiry affected his health — ^he died in 1824. Butler alludes 
to him in letter thirty-eight of Correspondence. 

I am particular in noticing the system of New York bank chartering, to show 
how well aware Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng, Wright, Flagg, D\x^ Young,' 
Kendall, Butler, Beardsley, Marcy, Benton, Dickenson, Lawrence, Hoyt, Allen, 
Fish, &c., were, of what would be the results of their tampering with the cur- 
rency from 1828 to 1840. 

Theodorus Bailey, who was one of the most active and urgent o^ the lobby 
waiters for the Bank of America, in 1812, presided at a meeting of the demo- 
crats of New York, on the twenty-third of April, 1806, at which an address 
was got up, signed by him, and sent through the state, denouncing the infamous 
proceedings connected with the Merchants' Bank charter. Here are extracts : 

<* Alas ! the influence of gold has triumphed over the honor and interests of oiir country < — It 
is undeniable that a member of the senate endeavoured to bribe one of his colleagues, and that 
he is still permitted to degrade that honorable body by his presence. Can future confidence be 
reposed in him? Can our lives, our liberties and fortunes, be safely entrusted in such hands? 
If he was guilty, why was he not expelled ? If he was innocent, why was he censured by a vote 
of the senate? When the charge of corruption was openly announced in the Assembly, a com- 
mittee of investigation was appointed by the Speaker, by the command and ^iih the sanction of 
that house. The chairman of the committee presented a report, and a majority refused to receive 
it ? Can we believe that men, conscious of integrity, and jealous of their characters, would have 
shrunk from evidence calculated to vindicate the innocent, and detect the guilty ? WovXd they 
hao€ added to suck comtnitUe individuals subject to the general crimiiMiian, knowing as they 
must have known, that their conduct could be attributed to no othei: cause than a determination 
to suppress the truth ?'* 

*' Corruption [says Col. Duane] was first employed in the senate bouse, it produced the desired 
eflect — ^the press procfaimed the fact ; the senate, in consequence, instituted an enquiry, passed a 
vote of censure upon the corrupted member, 4nd yet, strange to relate, this very senate ordered 
the printer who proclaimed the turpitude to be prosecuted, denying him the privilege of giving the 
truth in evidence.'* 



CHAPTER VIII, 



Van Buren removes Jus law office to Hudson* Im appointed Attorney General. 
Receives the support of the Anti-Rsnlers for the State Senate* Changes his 
residence to Albany. Is removed from the Attorney Generalship, and elected 
to the United States Senate. Fifiy-one high-minded Federalists join the Buck* 
tails to put down Clinton. Clhtion exposes " the organized corps.*' Van 

. Buren' s early effort to convert the post office into a machine of party by pun* 
ishing post-mastersfor opinion's sake. 

In the latter part of 1808, or beginning of 1809, Van Buren removed his law 
office to Hudson, and continued to practice in the state and county courts till 
February, 1815, when he succeeded Abraham Van Vechten as Attorney Gen-' 
eral of N. Y. The Council of Appointment chosen by the Assembly voted, two 
for Van Buren, (Jonathan Dayton and Lucas Elmendorff,) and two (Ruggles 
Hubbard and Farrand Stranahan) for John Woodworth, whom B. F. Butler 
appears to have so much disliked. Governor Tompkins gave the casting vote, in 
favor of Van Buren. In May, 1812, Van Buren was elected Senator for the 
Middle District — the anti-renters of Columbia county, whom he frequently 



V. fiVBIM IN TBX SXHATC. B£ TTVCnS WITB TflE FEDS tO O0ST CLINTON. 39 

haraaguedi and the friends of De Witt Clinton in Rockland county, having 
turned the scale in his favor. He received 5,933, votes and his opponent, Ed- 
ward P. Livingston, whom he afterwards strongly recommended and suppo/ted 
for the office of lieutenant governor, got but 5,800. Holland says there were 
over 20,000 votes polled, which I believe, was not the case. 

At the time of Van Buren's election to the senate, Columbia county was 
greatly agitated with the anti-rent question. His conduct and proceedings witii 
reference to that agitation are noticed in a subsequent part of this work. 

Van Buren took his seat in the senate of New York, in November, 1812, 
and voted for De Witt Clinton for President, in opposition to James Madison 
and the old JefTersonian party, having been supported for the senate by Solomon 
South wick and other editors in the interest of Clinton. In March, 1813, he be- 
came a member of the court for the revision of errors ; and in 1816, removed 
from Hudson to Albany, where he resided till 1829, when he exchanged the 
office of Governor of N. Y. for that of Secretary of State, at Washington, 
in conformity with a secret understanding with General Jackson, previous to 
his election, as may be seen by referring to hi^ letter to J. Hoyt, No. 165 page 
207 of Cotrespondence, where he expresses the belief that his designs would 
have been frustrated had the honest and conscientious Pitcher been nominated 
as lieutenant governor, at Herkimer, instead of that pliant, corrupt^ and there- 
fore convenient party tool, Enos T. Throop. 

In July, 1819, Van Buren, who had long been the most active and untiring 
of Governor Clinton's opponents, was removed from the influential office of At- 
torney General, now held by his son, John, and Thomas J. Oakley appointed in 
his place. In the session of 1821, Van Buren was sent to Washington as U. 
S. Senator, in the stead of Nathan San ford, whose term had expired. In a 
legislative caucus he got 58 votes — Sanford got 24. In the legislature he had 
86 votes — Sanford, 60. It is a curious fact that but for the operation of the 
party caucus pledge. Van Buren would, have failed, a decided majority of the 
members of the two houses being against him. By securing a majority in a 
private party meeting, however, the minority of the party had to go with its 
majority, contrary to their judgment, to nullify the plainest provisions of law 
and the wishes of the whole legislative body. 

In 1819, a parly among the federalists, of whom Charles King and William 
A. Duer, (late president of Columbia college, N. Y., and whom Jesse Hoyt, in 
his letters, notices in rather an unfriendly manner,) seemed to have formed a 
design to put down Clinton. Fifly-one of them, including James A. Hamilton, 
Josiah Ogden Hoffman, John A. King, James Lynch, Johnson Verplanck, John C. 
Hamilton and John Duer, issued an address, on the fourteenth of February, 
1820, declaring that the federal party was at an end — that they approve of 
Monroe's administration — ^that they will support Tompkins and oppose Clinton 
for governor, though they neither object to the measures, morals, nor abilftiesof 
the latter. The Albany regency, with Van Buren as their leader, united with 
these fifty-one ^' high-minded " federalists, says Hammond, "to oppose the election 
of a governor, neither of which charged upon him a want of capacity, or integ. 
rity, or uttered a solitary syllable against his meaailres.'' He was sustained by 
the people by a majority of 1457 votes, but his no-principled opponents (for such 
they seem to have been,) carried the legislature. 

Governor Clinton's speech to the legislature gave great offence to B. F. Butler, 
Van Buren, Hoyt, Marcy, &c. ; and his message in January, 1821, where he 
shows that the officials in the pay of the federal government were interfering 
with the state elections, is described by the financial admirer of " stated preach^ 
ing" as "very abusive." [See No. 47, page 167.] In his letter No. 31, page 
161| he says " Clintx»i is raving mad, beside being a fool"-— in 1819 (see No. 2) 
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he thought Clinton's situation was " daily becoming more desperate"— ani in 
1828 he shed crocodile tears over his grave. In Clinton's speech he intimated 
that the officers of the U. S. government were " interfering in the state elections, 
as an organized and disciplined corps,"* and he recommended, as he had doncf 
before, a state convention to amend the constitution, whose doings should bes'i^i- . 
mitted to the people for their verdict. Judge Ulshoeffer reported in the Assem- 
bly a bill calling such a convention, which Clinton, disapproving of some of its 
provisions, vetoed in the Council of Revision, he desiring an equal representa- 
tion and that whatever amendments might be made in convention should be sub- 
mitted separately to the people. A new bill next session, first referring the whole 
matter to the electors, passed the legislature, and a third bill ordered the elec- 
tions to take place in June, 1821, and the members to assemble at Albany in 
August. Their proceedings are referred to at length in another part of this 
volume. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Van Buren electioneers far the Presidency hy telling an untruth. Sificerity the 
first of virtues. The old Buffalo Bank, by Van Buren, Barker^ and the party. 
Van Buren goes for a never-paying bank. The BucktaH Democracy. Bapk 
suspensions, and hard money principles in 1817. 

When Sir Walter Scott's publishers had given to the world Waverley, Guy 
Mannering, and the Antiquary, as anonymous, the baronet was frequently ask- 
ed, ARE you, the author? His uniform reply was, "I am not.'* He after- 
wards owned that he had written these books ; and in explanation of his previous 
statement to the contrary, said, << I considered myself like an accused person, 
put on trial, to deny all that could not be proved against me, and refuse evidence 
to ray own conviction — in short, I felt entitled to refuse my own evidence to 
disclose that which I wished to conceal." 

Van Buren was introduced to the republic as a candidate for the presidency, 
under the cloak of a friend, always a friend, to a sound specie currency — his 
biographers, his political friends in congress, the presses of his party, and the 
aspirant himself, all chaunted one chorus, and that was in praise of the. << real 
hard money man." In his letter to Sherrod Williams, Aug. 8, 1886, he says : 

" In the course of my eight years service in the senate of this state, a very 
large proportion of its banking capital was incorporated, and the journals of that 

*With hn meuagv to the Anembljr, Governor Clinton lent many do(!umenti to prove an nndoe yiterfiirenee of 
the fenerai government with the rtate eleetiont. He vhowed that Van Buren, a.fthorougb partima of the men then 
in power at Washington, had addr ew ed the foUowiog letter to Mr. Meigs, just twenty^one days before the sute 
eleetion, orging the post ofBce department to remove certain post-masters, though fret of Name^ to serve bis party, 
and intimidate b^ sueh example, the six hundnd and seventy-four post-masters of the slate — bidding Mr. Mein 
remove tfeem qniekly and much good would follow — ^that is, to remove them before the election and many votes 
would be thereby acquired by the candidates of his partv. Mr. Monell made oath that the post-master-genenl 
had been told that the gentlemen thus named for removal (by Van Buren) were uniform republicans, and that aa 
no specific chaiges had been made against them, it was evident that their removal (for they were turned out) was 
a punishment for supporting Clinton for governor. The papers sent to the Assembly oontained evidenoe to show 
that Roger Skinner had not been idle at Sandy Hill. Lot Clark, named for a post-master by V. B.. figures aAer- 
wardt in the Crawford caucus of 1824. " A government of influence and corruption, (said Mr. Clinton.) is the 
worst poesible shape which a republican govecnment can assume, because under the forms of freedom, it combines 
the esaence of tyranny." 

MartiM Fa% Burtk to Henry Meigty Oeiural P. O., fTaahmfton.—" April, 4, lfl9Q.->My Dear Sir : Oar suflbrioffi , 
owing to the rascality of deputy post-masters, fS intolerable, and CRIBS aloud for ralief. We find it absolutely 
impaeeible to penetrate the interior with our papers, and noleu we can attain thorn by two or three prompt removals, 
tbera is no limiting the injurious consequences that may result from it ; let me, therefore, entreat the post-masier- 
jtaneml to do an act of justice, and tender us a partial service, by tlie removal of Holt, of Herkimer, and the 
appointment of Jabex Fox, Esq.— Also of Howell, of Bath, and the appointment of an exnellent friend, W. B. 
Rcfchester, Rsq., a young man of the first respectability and worth In the state, and the removal of Smith, at JLittle 
Falls, and the appointment of HoUister, and the removal of Chamberlin, in Oxford, and the appointment nf Lot 
CSork, Esif. I am in extreme haste, and can, therefo^, add no more. Use the enclosed papers aecording to your 
dberetioii ; and if anything is done, let it be quickly done, and yon may rely upon iU much good will result from 
iL Yours tfeeUaitatoig, M. V. BUR£N. 

April IS, 1090. Hon. R. 3. Meigs, Jatt*r.— CNr : Fnm varioot sepresenutions which have been made to nta if 
ragard to the mal-practices of the post-master at Norwich, I most cordially unite with Mr. Van Bbran in reeom- 
-— ^-t hii removgl, and the appointmeot of Blr. Lot Clark. JOHN R. DRAKE, (M. G.) 



M^ itttt ihow ^kat I took an adhe part in aH {he questions which aro^ np9n tike 
subject. Most of the appRcationsfor banks that were rejected, foUi hefowid to heve 
been so disposed ofonmy motion ; AND EVERY APPLICATION, SAVE ONE, 
WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE MY VOTE RECORDED AGAINST IT. 
THE EXCEPTION was that of a hank established at BUFFALO at the close 
sf the war. It wtus established with the avowed design of enabling the inhabit- 
ants the more speedily to rebuild the towh after it had been burnt by the enemy. 
That my vote in that particular case would be governed by that consideration, 
and should not be construed into a departure from the course which I had pre- 
scribed to myself, was stated in my place. The motive proved in that in* 
stance as delusive as usual.*' 

This was as far from the truth as Scott's first assertion about the authorship 
of Waverley ; but, doubtless, Van Buren well knew that his hard money voters 
would, in general, read only their own party journals, and listen to no orators 
beyond the pale of their sect. Party, or rather faction, is every thing. The 
people at elections move as armies do, under command. The mind that directs 
is not that of the people, or of any great part of them, but of men who are call- 
ed leaders— an oligarchy to all intents and purposes. Their leaders were, in 
general, aware that Van Buren had no principles whatever — thiit he had pro- 
^ssed every thing, or anything, and been on any and every side — but they en- 
dorsed his orthodoxy, because he suited their purposes, and he succeeded. 

To show how necessary it is to investigate character by the use of well 
ascertained facts, this volume is written. Van Buren and his confederates are 
on trial, and the testimony for their conviction shall be ample, clear, and un- 
doubted. Let us hope that the time fast hastens in which it will be esteemed 
infamous to gain power and influence by false pretences. Even Lucifer, when 
about to approach the mother of mankind with falsehood on his lips, doffed his 
natural form and garb as a fallen angel, and assumed the guise of the serpent 
as best suited to the deceitful part he was about to act. Blair tells us that 
" sincerity is the basis of every virtue"— Thomson, that it is " the first of vir- 
tnes.^' Were it in more general use among the lawyers, priests and politicians, 
America would again become the Eden from which the effects of the first fake- 
hood, from Tophet, drove our first parents. 

The Bank of Niagara at Buffalo was chartered in 1818— Van Bnren was 
then attorney-general, and the bucktail leader in the state senate — his friend 
Jaddb Barker was a senator from the city of New York ; and his brother.in-law, 
major Cantine, a senator from Columbia, Greene, &c. Van Huron, on this occa. 
sion, made the only effort I ever heard of to grant a bank a charter during a time 
when cash payments were suspended, with the condition that it should never bd 
required to pay specie, unless when it thought fit, but might go on twenty years, 
issuing notes, promising to pay specie, but never fulfilling that promise. 

Jonas Williams and others memorialized the senate on the 6th of Feb. for a 
bank at Bufialo, with 9750,000 capital, stating that the agricultural and com- 
mercial pursuits of the people required it, but not one word about " rebuilding 
the town." The memorial was referred to Jacob Barker, Philetus Swift, and 
A. S. Clark, who reported a bill chartering a bank. The bill was considered 
in committee of the whole on the 8th of March, on which occasion Van Buren 
R)se and stated, that its provisions met his hearty approbation, and that he should 
vote for it. He did so— so did Cantine. Barker kept below the bar. Two- 
thirds of the senate went for the bill, which passed. Its provisions are import- 
ant^ as shewing Van Buren's views in 1816, afler the state banks had suspended, 
the United States Bank been put down, and he had had much experience as a 
Hudson Bank director, attorney-general, &c. 

The bill provided, 1. That the Stockholders, none of them liable for its debts, 
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should oontioue to be a corponUion till 1832. Even then it was planned to hare 
all the bank monopoly charters run out as near tc^ether as possible, that the 
powers of corruption might be invoked, as they were in 1820, to perpetuate 
them. — 2, The capital was to be $400,000.-^3. One notice in one paper in the 
county, 30 days before an election of directors, was to be sufficient ; and stoch- 
holders were to vote in person or by proxy. 4. If John was a poor fanner with one 
share (#50) he was to give one vote. If his brother Martin had 500 shares, he 
was empowered to give one vote more alone than 499 farmers with a share 
each, taken together. [Would Van Buren like to introduce this sort of de- 
mocracy at the ballot boxes ?] 5, The bank was not to be compelled to pay specie 
for any bank notes it might issue, by virtue of the charter. 6. The first di- 
rectors were to, be chosen by the Legislature. 7. And might begin to bank and 
issue notes when they pleased ; and call on the stockholders to pay 10 or 12| 
cents in the dollar on their shares at first, and the rest when they saw fit. 

The Senate, without knowing who would or who wouldn't take stock, named 
the first directors, and took care to appoint one of themselves on the board. 
There was no commission named to apportion the stock equally — ^it was left to 
be jobbed for. The Jefferson Co. bank bill appointed commissioners, and left 
it to the shareholders to elect directors. Van Buren voted against it, and against 
the Herkimer Co. bank petition, March 26th. The banks he voted against suc- 
ceeded better than those he supported. 

On the 5th of April, 1816, (see the senate journals,) the Council of Revision 
admonished Van Buren, Cantiae and their majority in the Senate, that it would 
be unjust to allow the Niagara Bank bill to pass into a law unless it were 
amended so that if the bank issued paper it might be bound to redeem it in 
money — that it need not pay out a dollar in money as the bill was drawn ; and 
that if it had no money to pay bills with it had better not issue any, because 
the more banks there were issuing such paper the less of specie we would see 
in the state. It was notorious (said the Council) that for more than a twelve- 
month the incorporated banks of the State had refused to redeem their notes in 
specie. They had found it far more gainful to sell their dollars to the usurers 
of Europe, and to charge our merchants a high premium for silver, while they 
glutted the American market with paper promises on which they charged 7 per 
cent, interest, though they cost them nothing. They further urged, tiiat this 
was the first attempt made in this State to give special privileges to a new 
Bank, since the old ones had defied the public and refused to pay their debts ; 
and that they, (the Council,) returned the bill to the Senate, because they wished 
to protect the public against the multiplication of corporations issuing a currency 
which they refused to convert into cash on demand. 

On the "ioth of April, (see senate journal, page 236,) VAN BUREN made 
a speech to persuade two-thirds of the members of the Senate to incorporate the 
Bank in spite of the Council of Revision, and WITHOUT A SPECIE PAY- 
ING CLAUSE, in the very teeth of its honest objections. He MOVED TO 
INSERT A CLAUSE TO THAT EFFECT, and thus pass the bill I On 
the 1 1th, the bill was reconsidered in committee of the whole, but as it was found 
utterly impracticable to get two-thirds to vote for paper currency, not payable 
in cash, by a direct vote, the Council's amendment had to be reluctantly adopted 
by the " democrats," and Van Buren and Cantine again voted for the Bank, 
which became a bad law. 

Altho' Van Buren could not get a clause in the bill to permit the bank to flood 
the country with paper promises it would be under no obligation to redeem, he 
contrived that the charter should allow the bank to stop when it had no specie, 
buy in its worthless rags at 10 or 12 cents to the dollar, and begin again as 
oAen as it pleased to play this game. It did so, and cheated the public whole. 
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ink. I sold its notes in 1820 aod in 1821) eight dollars for one — ^the State was 
:dQ&ai|ded out of its deposits, the farmeis out of their produce, and the 
meohaBic out of the fruits of his labor. Once more the bank started, its Presi- 
dent was indicted for cheating, J. Barker was to have $5,000 for procuring a 
^^,000 loan to keep it going, but it broke again before aid could get to Bumdo. 
.Kibbe, its first President, was a Burrite, concerned in frauds by which the Mer- 
chants' Bank Chafter passed in 1805, and one of *^ the lobby." General 
SMrtwoot writes (1823), '< My Dear Morrison — The Dutchess must pass the 
House on Tuesday,, and yours [the Chemical Bank] will pass the Senate on 
Wednesday, certain, ^ee Kibbib as soon after dinner as possible — he knows 
the cords to puU upon, and will carry you triumphantly through. Your friend, 
KiOB. SwARTWQUT." Van Buren's bank initiated the BuffiJo people, who had 
become sqch proficients in the mysteries that thirteen banks broke down in that 
place, cheatij^ the weaver of cloth, and the grower of wheat, wool, &c.y out of 
at least three millions of dollars. 



CHAPTER X, 



Even Abon Hassan, tke most difiinterested of aU vieerays,fi>rgot not^dnriog hisCallfdiateof one 
day, to send a doooour of one tfaooBand pieces of gold to his own honsehold.— Walter Scott. 

Van JBuren*8 confederates blow up the old Buffalo hank. — Itn coBhier (not JToyt) 
becomes State Printer to the Bucktails. — Marctfj Leake^ and the 2Vew HopCy 
JDeL Bridge Company. — Van Bitten not fond of stearms of Banks, — How he 
acted with the Chenango Bank Charter. — Walworth^ VanBurenj and the old 
and new Plattsburgh Banks. — On taxing Bank Stock, and chartering Utiea 
and Ontario Branch Banks. — CHnton and the Assembly of N. Y. defeated by 
Van Btiren and his hold over Senate in an effort to expose errors in, and amend 
the Banking System. — The Pennsyhania and Okio Banks, 

Br reference to pages 154 and 155, letters 9, 10, and 11, it will be seen that 
B. F.Butler had a keen scent'; he wanted Hoyt to be cashier, and Barker 
owner of the Buffitlo bank which Van Bnren had created, and which was then 
ready to burst up. Van Buren's unprincipled followers had it in their own 
hands from the commencement. Isaac Kibbie was its first President, and Isaac 
Q. Leake its first cashier ; and when it broke down in 1819,* Van Baren in- 

* Attorney General Taicott applied to Chancellor Sanford in 1894^ enumerating tlie enor- 
mities of van Boren's Buffalo bank, with a view to the sponging off* its charter fltmi the 
sutute book, but it couldn't be done. Perhaps, like a Scotch peerage, it's only dormant now. 
In 1^, its parent, Van Buren, gravely addre«ed S. Williams thus :— " As if anxious to con- 
tribute their share to this inroad upon the policy of the federal constitution, the state govem* 
ments have not only created swarms of banking institutions, but until recently, most of these 
institutions were authorized to issue notes of as low a denomination as a single doUar. The 
consequences of this departure from the appropriato functions of the federal and state govern- 
ments, have been extensively injurious. Tnat gold and silver should constitate a nmch 
greater proportion of the circulating medium of me country than they now do, is a position 
which few are disposed to deny." 

On the 20th of April, 1818, during the same session of the Van Buren majority ia the 
Senate, all hnrrv and bustle to hasten favorite measures, on speculation, a bill ihmi the 
AiBsembly, to withdraw from the democracy, the many, and confer on the aristocracy, the few, 
more power and influence, came up in the form of a bill to incorporate the Bank of Chenango. 
What madness is it that blinds the tillers of the soil to their best interests 1 Such a bank 
confers on a few anxious gamblers power to hire and employ lying attorneys and l3ring editors ; 
to tax the country many mousands of dollars yearly for the use of the idle and pronigate : to 
make paper monev promises scarce in a country, or plentiful, at pleasure ; to nire election- 
etring oracles ana orators; to bespatter honesrty and eineerity in homespon with falsehood; 
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vited Leake to join his brother-in-law, Oantine, as one of the state printei^ 
and joint editor of his mouth-piece, the Albany Argos. Leake was turned oat 
of the Argus by Van Buren in 1824 to make way fer Oroswell, and sent oat l» 
Pennsylvania to take charge of another leaky vessel, or bank craft, as irmmurtr 
of the New Hope, Delaware Bridge Company, a concern such as Van Eurea 
would have made the Buffalo Bank if he conld, with power to fail from time to 
time, compound and go on again, for ever. It went down in 1821, ^e treasurer 
vanished. Leake & Co, began again in 1825, and In 1826, we find him puffii^ 
the frail bark in the N. Y. Evening Post. Governor Marcy was one of Ha bor- 
rowers, and a knot of speculators used it in N. Y. as Butler and Barker did the 
Washington and Warren. The Pennsylvanians were so often pillaged that they 
drove it out of their State, and it is now set up again the sixth time, and its notes 
have a wide circulation, hailing from the Jersey side Of the Delawiure. 

In 1817, Reuben Hyde Walworth appeared before ^e legislature, as senior 
petitioner for a bank charter, of like character with the, others, to be loosted at 
Plattsburgh, the stock to be discrettly distributed, &c. Senators Hascall, Bloom, 
and Walter Bowne, of the Seventh Ward Bank, N. Y., reported that the land 
round Plattsburgh is " fruitful in the productions of the earth," like Canaan of 
old ; and that '^ it is believed that a bank will enable the merchants to purchase 
this produce, and save the farmers much, if not the entire, transportation to 
Montreal." Of course they reported a bank bill, which passed the Senate in 
committee on the 21st of March (pi^e 222 of Journal) : Van Buren and Cantine 
declared that they could not possibly support the measure, and recorded their 
votes to throw it out, but failed ; yeas 14, nays only 11. Next da^ two addi- 
tional senators were present, and it was seen that if Van Buren and his brother- 
in-law should both hold out, the bill would be lost, 14 to 13. This would 
never do. Nor would it suit Van Buren to wheel round on such a short 
notice. The leader therefore kept among the nays on the final passage of the 
bill, but Cantine declared that he had got a new light within the last twenty-four 
hoursy and immediately reversed his vote^ thus securing the passage of the charter 
in the Senate, by a majority of one.* He played the same suspicious ganae on 

to ioin with others in becoming bankrupt, and refusing payment of debtfi^ while compelling 
in4ividuals to fulfil their obligations to the bank ; and, should the concern become insolvent, 
widespread ruin ensues, while those whose folly or guilt, or both, did the mischief, He by, 
ready to lobby at Albany for new means to plunder by law, when public indignation is hnm- 
ed lo sleep. 

On the above day the Senate went into committee on the Chenango bank charter, Van 
Buren being most appn^atdy in the chair. Senator Yates moved to reject it as anti- 
democratic, &c. But the party loved it, it promised to add to their temporar}[ power, to yield 
enormous gain on the stock, and form an offset against the opposition. Major Cantine held 
up both hand3 in its favor ; Samuel Young declared that his neart was in it ; the committee 
rose ; Van Buren reported that the bill had been adopted ; no one even whispered " give hs 
ike (iyes and noes," as was usual ; the bill was ordered to go ahead without even a division. 

Had Mr. Van Buren been averse to this charter, he would have called for the ayes and 
now on the report, but he agreed to its reception ; and when the bill was engrossed and 
passed (eee Senate Journal, pages 353 and 354), Cantine, Skinner, and Samuel Young, voted for 
It, while Van Buren slipped oelow the bar to avoid a vote, knowing that his friends' votes woitld 
ensure the success of tte bill. Here, again, the (»fficial records of the State give the lie to bis 
asasrtion that '^ eveiy application [for a bankj >iLve one, would be found to have his vote 
recorded against it" 

* la IPSGi. the bank of Plattsbiu|[h exploded, and there \v«re many recriminations among the derooeraey. 
Jadge Plau prosecnted Comptroller Flagg. then a spunky mm. try editor, (nr Ubel; ^« bank dlrecuirs prosecMed 
Plan ; the farmers found their produee in that *' fraitfbl '* land lAnmrated into bank paper of bad mpute ; wd 
Van Buren oongmtnlated himself in not having voted witli brother Oantine In 1817. 

To help Van Bnreo w the Fresideney In 18^ the party chartered a second bank at Plattsburgh ; and, with 
no flood will towards Clintoci, named it aAer him. The nom'mHl capital was •900,000 ; the teal money in its 
vaults very little Indeed. For some three or fonr years hs pr(fsident and eashter managed its afliiira alawst 
exclusively, and appropriated its funds to their private use, or for the bmeflt of their favori^s. They w«ra of 
Che etass called speenlalors ; their obUgations are wertliiess ; and as to bringing the lazy dlreeton to book, for 
the benefit of the bill-holders, the oligarchy, who rule, do not cncouMge sach practices. 
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tlie 8WDe day in the case of the Geneva baakt coming quietly round to the side 
of mottopoly the moment his vote was wanted. What a pity Jesse Hoyt's 
memoranda, papers and correspoi»dence,* did not extend back to 1818, and dis- 
close the W£I6HTY reasons which induced the Van Buren state printer to make 
these somersets ! / 

Mr* O. A. Brownson, one of the writers in the Democratic Review, assures 
us, January 1842, that ^' Bankers, capitalists, corporators, stockjobbers, specu- 
latora,and trafficking politicians control the government, and, in nearly all cases, 
shape its policy." is not Van Buren, and has he not been for 38 years, since 
\d(^y one of the most artful and crafty of these " trafficking polidcians V 

In 1816, (Senate Journal, April 16, pages 202, 203,) an excellent resolution 
was called up for consideration, in substance as follows : '' That as the several 
chartered banks had for some time wholly refused to pay their notes, when 
required to do so by those who held them — the safety of the public demanded 
some investigation into their afiairs — and that the Comptroller be required on or 
after December next to call on such banks as shall not by that date have begun 
to pay what they owe to the people, who hold their promises, in specie — to give 
some account of their affitirs, each bank on the oath of its president and eashier, 
showing, 1. The amount of their notes in circulation. 2. What amount of debt 
they Qwe« 3. What sum they have in specie. 4. How much money is due 
the bank by individuals. 6. And how much from other banks. 6. What was 
the proportion between the {un^ they had on hand, and the amount of bills 
discounted during the three months before such bank stopped payment— and, 
after that time^ what was it during each three months up to the time on which 
ths return might be made. 7. And, generally, a full and fair account of the 
biok concerns, so that the legislature, on behalf of the country, might adopt 
sQch measures next session as the public welfare would be found to require. 

What could be more just, appropriate, and imperiously called for tnan the 
sbove inquiry, during a suspensioo of cash payments 1 Yet most true it is, that 
Van Buren, the leader of the faction who have for many years denounced their 
opponents as the bank party*^ Van Buren and his aide-de-camp, Cantine, oflered 
to the adoption of the above resolve a powerful and steady opposition,* and 

*Ib 1818, (see i}&ge163 of the Senate Journal.) the Assembly, on the recommendation of Governor CltetOK 
ud eomplaint or the pe«tple in various parU of the State, having adopted a rasolatioo, seat It, March 90, to tba 



e for coaciirn'nce, as follows : 
'*itetirfv«^ <ir the Senate concur herein) that n Joint Committee of the Senate and Assembly be appolBtad 
w InqMfrefnio tb« mode nd man er in which the several Incorporated banks wtthin this Slide have admiiits- 
{nd tbe trust • raufd to theai ; and whothar aay "r at i her of the ofRoers, afents or dlrectota^ other pt^rsotta 
•y them authorised, have secietJy or impliedly i fvert-d ni^ pnrtof the Ainds thervof to any Im roper purposes, 
« have made use of any undue mean* 0« the purpiieM of fiireinc iheir paper Into cireuiatkiii ; and wfaetbar 
w have at all times promptly eoruylied with all ihe deouinda toman upon them for tbe payment of their nolea 
in specie ; and whether <«n.v or eltiier or the said officers, nsents, ot directors, have been (rullty of any ftnudnlent 
V nsidous pnetioes as such ; and whaiher any or eKber of ihrm have used or sow do use sny of the funds of 
tnjw-of the said baak^ for covenous or opi>reiP8lve pMrpoees: and alKO that the committee be instructed to In- 
VVtrs l>y what means the several inoorpiiniied bauM in this Slate procured their charters. That the said c 



Bifciee have power lo send for peraons and papers, and that tliey report their pntceedings to this iMislatun wUh 
all ooiivenleot speed; and ill case of such concurr«*nce, that Mr. Persoi " *^ — - - 
■na Mr. HTobb be of the said oommttiee on fhepart of tbia HooBe." 



' ersoii, Mr. Ouer, Mr. Root, BuTLawrenee, 

^ . J fhepart of tbia Hoaaa.** 

Td Van Biiien and hU band of deceitful preten'iera \o democracy— tbe phaitoces of the Senate— su^ a leeotv* 
^ lan and wormwood. How would tbe Wasblncmn iind Wniren. tbe Old Buflklh. and nthar metuidMl huiha 



.* fan and Wormwood. How would tbe Washington iind Wniren, tbe Old BuflHIb, and other pretended banks 
Mvr stood a aparching hivestlgaiion into their operations and standhig 1 They could not do IL 

Naatdav. Mareh SI, Van Bnnen and apoie fifhera of the mijoflfy deliveied able and eloqu»iic speechea hi fhvor 
" ue banks avid the baaiceie. It wm a id that their uaafulnesa, h'mfvty, rectiinde, and pn'per conduet were be- 
2"M aH qMestlon--thatti dnubt them waaoo doubt the irannr of tlie b<iuoraMe gentlemen wito preel^ted at their 
'^'iw—diai tlie people miuld be indignant at the insult oilbred lu liie resolution to *' the democratic bulkaL*' 




Tbs rawlutiiin which Van Biiraii and his party thus voted down in the Senattt, hail passed the Aasambly 70 to 
**'""'*"'"'' ' -•**'- '- andMr. <^'" * " '" ' « - 

rMOea to go further still— h« m»ved *'le InsiUute an inquiry iiito the maaauraa now taJtlng by Sanii ap^U- 
■ to procure charters," but waa out-voti'd. Van Buren and tbe Banlis bad agreed that all enquiry should bn 



A u ■"~"'^"" ^iMcn V aa niirni ana oia pnay uus voiea oown m tne Bienaie, nan passed toe Aawmbly TV to 
g^Mets rs. Root, Edwrnrd* and Sharpe for, and Mr. Oakley against it. It was based on GoveraorCiinioo's renliy 
mMic inesiate, andnn exaeticni report hy Mc Isaaa PlritNM, fram the AasemMy's Coainiiueek Judge Uli^hoef. 
2^«>bed to go further still— h« m»ved *'le InsiUute an inquiry iiitu the maaauree now taltlng by bank appU- 
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acting as the agents or instruments of the delinquent bankers, succeeded in 
quashing* inquiry. They both voted against the pesolution-Hieither «f tkMln 
suggested or ofifered any substitute. [See Journal, p. 203.] The Bankera \mX 
their feet on the peoj^e's necks — increased in number and in power^—bafik 
presses were set up— grumblers were conciliated — ^false beacons held up to 
delude the millions — and the flatterers, the vile narasites of the moat unedueatod 
of the population, attained a bad eminence by the worst of means, and avarice 
and false ambition were satiated with wholewile plunder out of the blood aiid 
sweat of our too generous and confiding countrjrmen. That a system thus 
successfol should embolden the immoral to deeds of wholesale villainy-~4iMd 
banks, thus the masters of the legislature, should not be very particular as to the 
Gokonda or Potosi whence their wealth was derived — is not to be wondered at 



CHAPTER XI. 



Knowest thou not that the triumphing of the wicked is shoit, and the j(^ of the hypocrite tait 
for a moment 1 Though his excellency mount up to the Heavens, and his bead reach unto 
the cknds { yet he shall perish: a fire not blown wall consume him; it shall go ill with hte 
that is left in his tabernacle. — Job^ duip. zx. 

Why did Frendent Polk appoint Ex-PrtMmU Butler tOy and wkff doti ke 
continue kirn in the office of tl, S, District Aftomey ? — ButlerU extortions when 
district attorney under Van Bitren.-^Hii reKgioua hypocrisy. '^Kitchie censures 
the author for unchainng Butler, Van Buren, Coddington and others,-^ 
Butler^s brief history. — ae studies law and poHiics with Van Bnren^ and 
becomes his law-partner. — Jacob Barker buys the Washington and Warren 
Bank charter, and sets Butler up as Us mock President. — Halsey Rogers, — 
Van Buren carries the Bank cunningly through the Legislature, and sup- 
ports the Auburn bank, — Swart and Mallory. — ButlerU barUe roguery, or the art 
and mystery of M, Van Buren^s System of State Banking, happily illustrated 

Sthe practice of his law^artner, up at Sandy Hill, — Lessons for young 
ankers and Brokers, — ^ Ferdinand Mendez Pinto was but a type of thee^ iheu 
Prince of Liars P — Barker, Hoyt and Butler play a steady game pf brag, cmd 
seek to puff their worthless rags, through the Patroon^ Van Kensselaer. — Stated 
Preaclnng, 

When Mr. Polk, in May, 1845, had perused the letters of John Van Buren, 
J. I. Coddington, and others, to Jesse Hoyt, which appeared in my Lives of 
Hoyt and Butler, he remarked, that he would not give Mr. Coddington the office 
of Collector of the Port of New York, which, on the recommendation and 
advice of Butler, Van Buren, and others, he had promised to him, through 
General Dix, but would appoint a man of his own. The place was bestowed 
on Cornelius W. Lawrence. 

If Coddington's language, and his intimacy and connection with Hoyt, 
Swartwout, and other defaulters, produced this change in the President's views 

qwMlied. In POTn^ylvania, the fknatn, whb the hoDMi put of the eommunity genermlly, had eaa U ni l 
terribly ftom protended benken. cheitered by advlee of 8nyd«r, the Van Bonn of that Stale. An immenie 
■mmim of property wae laerificed by the Bheriff, and eorrapt men pleyed anyjnit liJiely to brtaf them plenty 
of public plnnder. Dr. Joel B. Smherland^s private letter to M^Coy (page 183. No. 9S), llAs the cumin on n 
•tnte of society enythlnff bnt enviable. This year, too, In Nov., the Cincinnati banks stopped paynMnt, owing 
the U. 8. Bank 9750,000 for their notes received by Beerelary Cmwfbrd's ofder, In payment of the PnUie 
Lands. One of these, the Miami BzportlnR Company, has ever been in bad hands, seemingly. Its ihllwe, 
for the Iburth time, in 1842, so enmced the citizens, that they completely fiddled it, as also the Cinehinaa 
Bank. That did no immediate good, bvt nay serve as n waning to others to fly low, and thus pre^nt a 
more extensive violation of onler. 

I will refer more (hlly to CllaiQB*t message of this year when deeeilblng Vaa B«Mtt*e dlshonent sehent ef 
ieS9, called the Balbty Ftond syMem. 
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in May^ 1845, with regard to him, of what consists the secret power, by means 
of which Benjamin F. Butler has been continued in oflfice as the U. S. District 
Attorney at New York, from that time till now, in view of as full and ample a 
record of fraud and dishonesty as ever secured for a criminal a cell in the state 
prison ? Mr. Polk is a strict professor of religion, avows himself to be a 
democrat, and has been raised to the highest station in the gift of fifteen millions 
of freemen. In September last, Mr. Butler's fraudulent conduct, as President 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, was shown in the clearest terms — ^his 
^ partner in iniquity swore that the letters which gave evidence of his guilt, were 
all genuine* — the evidence on the records of Congress, with reference to tJie 
New Yor^ Custom House defriults, seizures, and prosecutions, while Bi>t)er 
held the office under Van Burenf which Mr. Polk replaced him in, is a disgraceful 
exhibition of wholesale legal extortion — and all this under the doak of a pious, 
evangelical professor of religion, careless about worldly wealth, and engrossed 
with the cares of Heaven-seekin?, stated preaching, the gospel, a savor of life 
unto life, and the terror of Tophet to those " who neglect so great salvation." 
Not only has Mr. Polk continued to endorse the avauability of Butler, as the 
incumbent of one of the most influential and lucrative offices in the department 

» Benjamin F. Butler, many years the law-partner of Van Buren, is a son of Medad But- 
ler, a smitii, afterwards clerk to Stephen Hogeboom, and finally tavern-keeper at Kinderhool^ 
Landing, N. Y., an indostrioas. paWtaking man, whom the Van Bnien interest placed in 
the House of Assembly, and afterwar^ maoe him, about 1804, a County Judge. Benjamin 
was his assistant in his public house ; out as he gave evidence of talent, united to great cun- 
niof and shrewdness, and a love for reading, he sent him to study law with Van Buren at 
Hndson, in 1811. In 1817, Van Buren made him his law-purtaer. In 1818, Butler got 

^ namedr-and next year tried what he' supposed to be a surer and speedier road to riches--^ 

I baakiiur business. 

' Old Sutler was a promfimit professor of religion — very conspicuous in the Presbyterian 

Church ; but having been rebuked for some carelessness or other, he joined the Methodists 
for a time. His son Beniamin was (or seemed to be) fervent in roirit, earnest, and eloquent 
in prayer at meetings of the saints. He was really iamous and celebrated in early U& as an 
czhoiter to faith ana repentance. I have letters finm Columbia County and Albany, written 
by worthy citizens, who remember him, nearlv thirty years since, a zealous, devout-looking, 
md very conspicuous pro&ssor of holiness. He acquired religious, legal, and political ca|»i- 
tal in tois way; and so strong had the habit of repnoving sinners, and playixig the samt 
ahroad, become in him, that he aetually played it off, occasionally, on his partner in iniquity, 
Jesse Hoyt. while engaged in scenes of pillage and rascality, the exposure of some of which 
has astonished even Wall Street, N. Y., and the Bank Charter Factory, at Albany. 

t It wUl bs Msa by rBfeKaee to R. H. NevUui*t tottfW of iastrnotions to hU friend Hoyt, that the Wall-Btiwt 
brokers are auHe avene to a direct tax on bank stock ; and with reason. Conftastun In the currency, (kncy 
stocks, donbmil InstltntlonB, are among their sorest mops. A tax on bank capltol would be apportioned aeconi- 
isg to Its nominal amonnt and sneh banks as Nevlns desertbes, No. 118, page 189, with five millloiis eapltsl 
**ooly a Ikw thousand doUan In speoto, and bank credlu for the balance,'* would snfler, ae they ought In 
1818, the Assembly passed a bUi to lay a tax on bank stock (page 349, Senate Joomal), but Van Buren, Cantlne. 
Bowne, and Tlbbets, opposed it in the Senate. tTonng was in Its favor. It was the close of the session, and 
the bill was pat to sleep. Next year (1819), on the 8th of April (p. 373 of Joarnal), the Assembly again sent 
up a bill to lax bank stock for the benefit of the oommoa schools of the Sta te and why noti Van Biuvs 
OMosad it, to the delight of the broken and bankers; bot was leady that same session to impose and collect a 
diraet tax oat of the poc« farmer's hard earnings. The regency went against It, Van Vechton went with them. 

> Toaag did not vote, and In 1833 we And Nevlns Instractlnx his lit representative, J. Hoyt, on the same Nobject 
On the 15th of March. 1815. a Mil came fhmi the AssemUv to irant the bank of Utica a charter tor a bnmch. 

The Senate's 

_t was moved 

Baren Invisible. 



m addltioiial bank, by the same owners, at Canaadateaa, with a president, twelve directors, Ac 1 

llrst vote (pages 238-9, Joarnal), was, yeas 13, nays 9 ; Van Buren invisible, Cantlne a vea. It 

that tha notes being Issued at both places, shoald be payable at both. Lost, 13 to 10, van Baren invisible, 

Oulfaie a nay. Saoellflh moved a elanse, deelarlng that the legislature may at any time repeal or amend this 

btt. Lout, nays IS, yeas 10. GSntlae a nay, Von Buren htvisible. The bUl was thrown oat, Maich 83d, vote 

U to 11, Van Baren Invisibte. 

Now was the time for Van Bafen to reappear in his place in the Senate. He wanted the bill to pass, but 
also to avoid responsibility. When he saw It conld not be carried withoat his help, he voted for a motion to 
noonaider the vote by wMeh It had been loet, which required two-thirds of the Senators, and having thus 
ii s te ie d tt to the orders of the day, be reeorded his name in its favor and it passed, and the direetnts of the 
bank of Utlca were forthwith enabled to establish a branch in connection with theirs at Canandalgua, for ail 
pinpasei exeept that of redeeming in cash, the notee they might issue there ! We next Hod him voting for a 
■aach banic of the bank of Ontaitu at 17tlca ; and again (p. 339), for an additional or branch bank of the New- 
bvgh BairiK at Ithaca. To eoBprehand the real character of this canning and daeeitAil poUtielaB, bis now 
VMwt volM, Uwjiny, and eondoct, mtMi be knpc hi view. 
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of public justioei bat he even went so far as to direct Thomas Ritchie, the 
6rgao, advocate, or mouthpiece of his government, to censure me in the harshest 
terms for exposing Butler's hypocrisy, avarice and rapacity, which Ritchie did 
accordingly through the columns of the Daily Union. Is there a bargain 
between the parties ? Are they members of a mutual insurance company ? 

On the first week in March, 1819, in the 24th year of his age, B. F. Butler 
took up his abode at the village of Sandy Hill, in the county of Washington, , 
fiAy or sixty miles north of Albany, as lawyer, christian exhorter, and president \ 
of the Washin£toQ and Warren Bank, a 'monied corporation' of two years ) 
standing,* which the notorious stockjobber, Jacob Barker, bad bov^ht from the 

* The Washington and Warren Bank Charter may be fonnd in the Statutes of New 
York for 1817. Its provisions were very much akin to those of the old bank of I^iagara, at 
Bnfiala It will be seen that Haisey Rogers, who is described in Stviam's Report, on tlw 
Senate Jonmal of 1824, as one of those unprincipled creatures who hang upon the legislature, 
for gain, as lobby members — vile characters, guilty of letting themselves out for such rewards 
as may be extorted from the hopes and fears of the timid and desperate^— was appointed a 
oommiflsioner to distribute the stock. 

The bill originated in the Assembly. On the 24th of March, 1817, the Senate (Van Buren) 
threw it out— Van Buren and his brother-in-law, Cantine, the State-printer, both speaking 
and voting against it 

Four dajB uiber. Senator Hart moved to restore the bill. This required two-thizds of the 
Senate, which had then 27 members. If Mr. Van Buren was opposed to banks, why did be 
vote for this bill, when his mere absence would have prevented it from bc^ig again placed on 
the order of the day 1 And having done so, why did he deny it in 1836, and declare, in bis 
Sheirod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the old Bufialo bank % Are not 18 
two-thirds of 87— and was not he one of the 18 ? Was not his relative, Cantine of the Ami, 
another 1 What sort of arguments had the applicants for this bank used in the course of the i 
four days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, who had " special privileges'* to bestow or 
withhokL which induced them to talk and vote on both 5u2e»— for aad against^-bank and aati- 
bankl 

" I have always been opposed to the increase of banks," said Van Buren, in his letter to 
Sherrod Williams. How could he be expected to add, " and therefore recommended and 
voted for them 1" " I have known Mr. Van Buren long and intimately," said Senator Beih 
ton. '^ He is a real hard-money man ; oj^Kwed to the paper system ; in favor of a national 
currency of gold." Yet this hard-money man could wheel about and restore to life the Wash- 
ington and Wairen Bank, receiving a new light within the space of four days : and his law- 
partner, Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the Presidency of tiiat imudnlent 
corporation — and when it had closed its doors, return back to his old paxtnenthip. ** An in- 
troauction of a new bank into the most distant of our villages, places the bosmess of that 
village within the influence of the money power of En^and," said Mr. Van Buren, in a Pre- 
sidential message from Washington— but he omitted to add that he had placed within that, 
and other yet worse influences, the bank once k)cated up at Sandy Hill. 

The *' restoration" of the Washingtim and Warren Bank Bill took place on the 96th-^Mr. 
Enos T. Throop's Auburn Bank bill passed the Senate next day, without an opposing voice 
..Van Buien and everybody else being in its favor. Next came the final passage of the 
Washington and Warren (March 3lst), and the Senate that had been 15 to 13 against it, sent 
it up to tne Governor and Council, by a vote of 15 to 6. Cantine now for the bill — Van 
Buren below the bar I Senators Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bid- ^^ 
ding, on the 24th ; now they wheeled mto line and voted it up again! Goveamor Maicy 
describes Mallory as one of the most upright of men, and he threw up the American because 
Charles King eomressed a doubt. 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders 
had paid into its vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of dis- 
count and deposit were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its (derations there con- 
sisted in, may be seen by consulting the descriptive epistles of Mr. President Butler. By the 
month of February, 1819, its promises to pay ^78,693 were in the hands of the people, in the 
form of bank notes, yielding Mr. Barker $19,528 of interest, from that source alone. How 
was it in February, 1820 1 

Senator Hammond, from a Committee on Bank Charter granting (see Senate Journal, 
1816, pages 144 and 145), reported that the charter for a bank incorporation, called the Wash« 
inston and Warren Bank, could be of no use to the section of country where it was nomi- 
nuly located, as the stock was nearly all held by a private banker in New York City (Barker), 



neeultton who got H u^ Barker eorid iM«# id Wlb at his Exehange Bank, 
Ifew York, to mechanioi and traders, who would find it no easy task to go north 
to Saodj HSl to get them cashed. With brokers and bankers he ezpeeted to 
be able to hold his own. 

Jacob Barker being the sole, or alnaost, sole proprietor of this real * wUd^ 
cat' bank, Butler was selected as his colleague, and duly installed as its President, 
Director and Bank Attorney. His correspondence with Hoyt and Barker, 

Sblisbed in pages 151 to 165| of this volume, running through a period of 
sen months, will surely satisfy the most sceptical, that Van Buren could not 
hsFe recoaunended a more suitable coadjutor, as the legal adviser of General 

OQ whose credit its clretilation depended ; and that though it pretended to do bnainsss at 
fiiady Hill, its real location was New Yoric. 

On reference to Butler's correspoadence, page 155, he will be found ezeitisff himself with 
finder in lavor of Hoyt as a suitable Cashier to the old, thrice-insolvent Bank of Niagara, 
It Bafialo, the charter for which Van Buren drew and roted for. Leake, one of the State 
printers, had had the office for a time. 

On the 9l8t of June, 1819, Butler emplpTed Hoyt to oolkct small change, with which to 
'teaae the enemy,' (p. 156.) In other words, he wanted shillings and sixpences, wherewith 
to mock the honest farmers who had given their wheat for his bills, with a pretence of pay- 
There wa9 A RUN on the bank, and he says that he had redeemea on the Monday 



SIOS in notes to be cashed (page 157), the enraged financier threatened that, if any more 
soch demands were made upon him, he would *' pat them on the same ground widi the 
otWis"— that is, he would pretend to pay them in their turn, he naying " in a slow way," in 
sineaces, to some other real or imaginary creditor, during ' banK hours.' 

Two or three bankers and brokers had taken in payment $10,000 of Butler's notes from 
their debtors. They sent Gilchrist and Wiswall up to Sandv Hill to get the cash. Buder 
had only Sl'tOO, but he pretended to pay. '* I have told Mr. Gilchriit f savs he to Hoyt, page 



specie for $5,600, and Wiswall for about $4,000. Next day, June 23d, he bade Hoyt to pro- 
chim through Albany the solvency of the bank. <<Tell all persons (said he, rage 167) tiiat 
the bank has not stopped, and will noi stop payment, afnd thai we pay in speeiefi This was a 
bold and impudent untruth, as his previous letters show, and its object was to induce the 
merchants and dealers to take the notes for goods. If he knew that the bank had means to 
pay— and he was a deceiver of the people if he held his office, in ignorance of its ml condt- 
tloa— I say, if he knew this (and he says he did), why were the public cheated, on his advice 1 
What became of the bank funds 1 Was the W. and W. B. a tender to Barker's insolvent 
Exchange Bank, and Butler his decoy-duck 1 Let their correspondence answer. 

On Wednesday (letter 19), Butier wrote to Hoyt—" TeU all persons that the bank will not 
stop"— in other words^U all persons to exchange their property for, and take payment for their 
"enriccs in. W. and W. notes, signed B. F. Butler. Next day (letter fiO), " in the absence of 
«fl instrucMns ftom Mr. Barker for a fortnight I consider it my duty to co?itinue paying. If 
^itop^ I may as well stop next week as tkis.^ Here, we have a mere clerk, an automaton of a 
^tir York 'stock-jobber, decked out with the robes of a Bank President, and $500,000 of his 
]>t)mises to pay put afloat by his gnDty coHeague, among the ihrmers and traderB, aflHrming 
w one day mat nis concern was solvent, and the next telling their confederate, Hoyt, that he 
could only hold out for a week, and waited the New York Stock-jobber's orders, whether he 
should shut shop, or go on pajring in cents and sixpences, out of a $1400 fund. Boyd, he 
*y», would have advanced him some money on a drstft on Barker, Ymi as Wing had brought 
^ news that Barker was hard pressed, he would not draw on him. Did he warn the thou- 
*^d8 who were exchanging property for his bills, that he might have to stop in a week % 
Oh. no ! He had, in effect, stoppwi afready. 

On the 25th of June, he wrote Hoyt that, tmless compelled, he would not stop till Barker 
Jirected him to do so. On the 26th (letter 23). he sent his own note to Baird, by Hoyt, for a 
loan of $4 000, for the bank, secured by 96 other notc^ bank property, value over $10,000— 
JjMiag, " You may rely upon it that the bank CAN AND WILL continue Us redemptions." 
^ompsure this assertion witn his funds^the bank debts, and his statements on the two pofevious 
°&ys. Could deception go farther 1 How did he find out, on Thursdayi that it was dishon- 
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JadooDy in those measores cf madneMi and misehiei^ dniu^ the wais eboiU 
the national treaiare and currency, which ended in a public bankruptcy, by 
which 600 niillions of dollars of debt were blotted out with the sponse of the 
statute, and wide spread ruin and misery entailed on many thousands of our 
most thrifty, frugal, and trustworthy citizens. 



CHAPTER XIL 



The love of money is the root of all evil ; which while some coveted sAer, they have ened 
from the fidth.— 1 Timothy, vi. 10. 

Croo. Wright endorses his old comrade at Sandy HilPs Candor and Integrity ! — 
'' Ask my brother if I be a thief. ^^ — Value of Paper Enactments against But- 
lerizers, — O^SulUvan in the Review tries to whitewa^ BtUler. — Barker^ 
Exchange Banky and other humbugs, — Hcj Van Bttren^ and Butler strong for a 
National Bank. — Van Buren lectures Folks in the West about Bank Uorrup- 
tions i^^Batlerh Bank goes doum^ and he goes off to Albany and re^jokis his old 
partner. 

In Senate, February, 4, 1834, Greneral Jackson had sent a message, with B. 
F. Butler's report, as attorney-general, for the removal of the agency for paying 

orable to deceive Boyd; aAd on Saturday, that he might safely deceive, not Baiid only, but 
aU to whom that gentleman might exhibit his letter 1 

On the S8th of June, Barker wTites in the N. Y. Evening Post, " The bank has not stopped 
payment^t will not stop payment — which please promulgate," On the 30th, Hoyt published < 
part of a letter, full of falsehood, in the Albany papers. On the 3d of July, Butler wrote to : 
mm, " Your extract was well timed." Tum to No. 25, page 159, for Butler's statement thus 
circulated. Afier puffing himself, he sa^rs, " When there were more calls than he could satisQr 
with his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying, and when there were 
more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the biUs, to lay them 
down, and take as many dollars in specie as they leA in bills" — in other words, to help them- 
selves. ** Sell all the goods you can for these notes " says Mr. Butler, through the press, and 
this after iVill consultation with his confederate in this fraudulent, cheating concern. At the 
same time he was threatening those who sent up a few dollars, refusing his ovm notes in 
payment of a debt due the bank, and only pajring a few hundred dollars a day to transient 
mvorites, and none at all to bankiers or brokers, though " there were thousands of men and o. 
paper there." (page 168). 

His letter to Hoyt, to try to get from Mr. Van Rensselaer, the young Patroon, a favorable 
aocoont of his bank, " (hough he did not pay him," is a master-piece of knavery. He kept 
drinking intoxicating liquors with the patroon, for two or three hours, before the bank 
CLOSED, behind his bank counter, and in sight of his customers, and got him in this way to 
take back to Albany nearly $500 of his W. and W. notes, for which I dare say he never afier- 
waids got 40 cents to the dollar. 

I paid the " poor and needy" in his presence, says Butler— and if we get his opinion prais- 
ing our bank, " I dare say it will pass current, and be a legal tender in your Dutdi metropolis, 
and it would answer for circulation, dec." If Butler, taught at the rum-shop in infancy, ami i 
by his tutor and partner. Van Buren, in youth, was thus accomplished in knavery in lbl9, at ^ 
94 years of age, what must be his proficiency in 1846, in his 51st winter, as district attorney 
of the United States for the commercial metropolis of America ! ! If, at 24, he cotild cover 
with the mantle of hypocrisy, and a pretended zeal for " a faithful and respectable minister," 
** the stated preaching of the gospel" at Sandy Hill, and the cry of " How can those escape 
who neglect so great salvation 1'^— the avarice that usually besets men in old age, are not that 
commercial public to be pitied, who have to do with the attorney who, w^hcn hunting down 
the merchants of New York, in 1838 to 1841, made the fortunes of marshals, clerks, naval- 
offioers, surveyors, collectors, and district attorneys 1 It would almost seem as if Price and he 
had understood each other in 1837-8. 

Mr. Butler's party paper here, the Morning News, having complained that his letters are 
garbled, I offer, as a specimen of the omissions, to supply the blanks in letter, No. 16, page 
156, to Barker. After "Dear Sir, ♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦" read "I have written you very frequently utr 
"Jys four days past bat knowing that you will have a desire to hoar ftom me as olten as possi- 



WRIGHT UPON BT7TLBIL BUTLEJBL AND 'SHB BANK. 41 

peDsioQB to revolutionary officers from the United States Bank. Mr. Clay 
remarked that he had no confidence in Butler's opinions while he remained 
within the pestilential atmosphere of Washington, as Jackson would dismiss the 
officer who might (like Duane) dare to difier from him. Mr. Silas Wright 

2 bough at Sandy Hill during part of Butler^s fraudulent banking movements 
ere, and aware of bis efibrts to deceive the public in the Washington and 
Warren Ba'nk concern) replied, that Butler '' was not to be affected by any such 
influence, for he was a man of INTEGRITY, truth, and candor j [ ! ! !] and 
would not give an opinion which he did not in HIS conscience believe to be 
light.'' 

If his conscience was as elastic as his correspondence indicates, in I8I9, wliat 
must it have become in 1834 '{ Should it be his tate, hereatter, to miss a high 
place in the sanctuary above, old Beelzebub might very safely install him as 
principal sub-treasuter below. The ex-president of the Washington and Warren 
Bank will assuredly hold on to the dollars. In view of his management in 1819, 
a clever writer in the Tribune *' asks the question, not to wound the feelings of 
the descendants of a lapsed apostle, whether it is probable, had Mr. Butler 
been one of the Twelve, Judas would have gotten that money V 

It appears that he expected a small sum in specie, perhaps 1,000 to 4,000 
dollars--60 to 2401bs — and we find him trying to deceive one of the carriers, 
that others might be deceived through him. " He [Baker] and every body 
else thinks I have tons of it (specie) on the way," and if he will not stay for 
it, ^' tell him there will not be a load until next week."- President Polk has 
been long and well aware of this deception ; so have his cabinet. Butler 
remains in office ; and is it too much for me to ask the public whether, when in 
the face of these facts and his extortions as district attorney, exhibited in the 
report of the commissioners appointed by the late President, he holds on with- 
oat a syllable of complaint from Press or President, such conduct is approved 
in the highest Quarters, and Butler held forth as a pattern for less favored 
incambents in omce 1 As to penal laws, against such as him, they are altogether 
visionary. Hoyt's and M'Nulty's, and similar cases, in point, show that, with 
one essential difference — they were removed. 

On the first of July, Butler issued an official statement to the public, through 
the Sandy Hill Times^ in which he very solemnly avowed his knowledge of the 
fiicU as presiding officer, that " THE BANK IS ABLE TO PAY all its debts 
[quoting scripture] Mo the uttermost farthing.' The debts due to the bank 
amount to more than double their notes in circulation, and their debts ARE 
PERFECTLY SECURE."* 



We during my present ciicumstances, I seize everj'- method of conveyance to give yon the 
earliest information of my concerns." Instead of the second * * ♦ ♦ • read, " The remittance 
of $2,000 in current bills by Capt. Wiswail, on Saturday afternoon, took all the notes of that 
description which were then on hand. I have received daring the two days past about $1500 
in current bills — of that sum i send by one messensfer SWO—and by another ^50, to Mr. 
Hoyt, to be converted into specie — and I have, since the arrival of Mr. Gilchrist witb the notes 
from the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank, directed him to exchange them into the notes of that 
bask, and to make them advance the specie. If that cannot be done, and the specie cannot 
be had at Albany, then the bills will be presented at tfats Troy banks, who will be compelled to 
pay the greater raxt of them.'' The wocds led out where I place the third *****, are 
" What Mr. Gilcnrist will do I am unable to say. I presume, nowever, he ^ill return with 
the stage to-day." The sense of the remainder ia not changed by these omissions, which are 
made to shorten the pamphlet. 

* Thouffh dating his " budget," as lie calls it, from the counter of a dishonestly chartered 
bank, u.sea by a New York stockjobber, to avcnd speedy payments, Butler had the aasuranee 
to talk of " speculators and bank agents,^' " greedy speculators, and arrogant monied aristo- 
ciaeies," In alter life he plajxd the same game in a larger theatre, slandering and rifling 
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On the 19tii oFNoy^mber he complains, that no poor wight had ever received 
^< mofe of public censure and abuse ^' th&n himself. <* The credit of the paper 
is very low," and mj character is so depreciated at Albany, according to report, 
that but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or receive me. " 
(p. 162.) How could it be otherwise 1 Had he not labored unweariedly to 
cheat the community, or to allow his confederates to do so 1 If there wef 
double the value of the bills afldat in secure, solvent debts, who stole these 
obligations, so that the bills went down to 50 and 30 cents 1 If the bank had 
ample means, who plundered it of those means % If the politic, pious, disin- 
terested financier, Butler, advised all who valued his word, in June and July, 
to take the bills at par, and assured them on his honor y that they would be paid, 
and that the bank was good and would stand, what explanation did he give 
when all but a few favorites found themselves cheated and plundered % His 
letters, Nos. 34, 35, 50, and still more especially No. 31, are a queer mixture 
of religion, law, and banking. As his language was in keeping with this pious 
exterior, many must have been deceived.* 

the U. S. Bank, while " the party" were creating Washington and Warren banks by the 
hundred, humbly to imitate his too successful example. 

In Van Buren's address to the Democratic State Convention oi Indiana, he tells the Hoo> 
siers that ^*the manufacture of paper money has been attempted in every form; it has been 
tried by individuals, been transferred to corporations by the States, then to corporations by 
Congress, engaged in by the States themselves, and has signally failed in all. It has in 
general proved not the handmaid of honest industry and well r^^nlated enterprise, but the 
pamnered menial of speculation, idleness, and Iraud. It has corrupted men of the highest 
stanoing; almost destroyed the confidence of mankind in each other; and darkened our 
criminal g^endar with names that miffht otherwise have conferred honor and benefit on the 
coi^try. There is strong ground for believing that such a system must have some innate, 
incurable defect, of which no legislation can divest it, and against which no human wtsdcmi 
can ^uard, or human integrity sustain itself." Could he not have gone farther, and added, 
that ne and his friends Butler, Marcy, Throop, &c., had done more in the way of this manu- 
facture, corruption, and destruction of confidence, than any other body of politicians in the 
Union 1 

On the 7th of July, Butler wrote Hoyt that he had paid, since the run commenced, over 
S9,00O— say S325 per day— that he had more cash now than at first, " but shall now hold mi" 
— " ought not the public to wait a while 1 We have crowed full enough." Again, on the 
10th, *" i will rather suffer the public to fret a little than hazard the safety of the insliiuiian by 
paying out too fast." Schuyler owed a note— Butler would not take W. and W. bills in pay- 
ment—not he. " He will be sued,", said Butler (page 161); and when paying his debts he 
selected bills of an indiiferent reputation (page 154), " he had no money but what was too 
jood for them." On July 14, Butler was " satisfying all fair and proper calls," and abusing 
Clinton as beine " raving mad, beside being a fool.'° August 24, he was " paying daily, in a 
slow way." Other banks had got his bank notes, and were about to circulate them in quan- 
tities, when Hoyt was seton with a series of chancery injunctions, but Chancellor Kent thwarted 
him, and refused to enjoin the banks not to circulate. In February, 1820, Barker advised 
him that the W. and W. could no longer afford to pay his salary, and B. F. Butler rejoined 
his ancient colleague in the law, Van Buren ; being, " with the assistance of Providence, 
fully resolved never again to abandon his profession." He left the bank June 15, 1820, and 
on the 19th the firm of Van Buren & Butler was ready to do " anybody's d!rty work," with 
Lorenzo Hoyt for a student, and Jesse, his brother, as their Wall street correspondent. In a 
ver^ few years after, Butler was Attomey-Qeneral of the Republic, and his partner filled the 
chair of Washington. 

* In a card issued through the Evening Post, February, 1825. Barker said that $200,000 of 
its stock had been received from the debtors of the bank. Wny was this done, when it was 
well known that the stock was worthless? Who besides Barker had 9200,000 to pay in t 
Was it in this way that the securities for double its bills in circulation wenti If so, what 
could be a baser cheat 1 Stock was no payment of debts due the bank till its obligations to 
the public were met, and after that, only at its cash value in the market. 

1 noticed the Washington and Warren Bank, in a pubiieation issued in 1843, on which 
Barker wrote me, from New Orleans, an explanatory letter, as follows: 

• " As to the Baak of Washington and Wamn, you, in effect, charge Mr. Van Baiea, Mr. Baaer. aatf ar- 
self, wtth cormpdag the Legtslatnre of New Yoii to procnie the charter of that baak. l«r. Van Boren was 
itot,Uthawhoi9coonaof Us Ule, iatsiested om doUac ia UMBaakof WaahiBitoa aMtWaiiMi} Aa laUi 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Should Justice call to battle, the applauding shout we'd raise ; 

A million swords would leave their •heathn, a million bayonet* bhae, 

The fitern reaolye, the courage high, the mind untamed by til, 

The firai that wttrmed our Lrmdw'b breast, hU foUowen' boMna fill. 

Our Fathers bote the shock of war— their Sons can bear it still. 

OdetoUk of July, 1812, by WiUiam Cuilcn Bryant. 

Ycut Buren, CUntan, Spencer ^ Maduouy and ihe Wmr of 18^. TU CeueuB.-^ 
Bleeeker and Hamb(m,^^Van Buren oppoeed to War^-^Ih stattdi feremeet m 
urging Clinton to take the field agamH Madisen^^^Injuree CkntoM and then 
deeerts kim^^^Maduon triumphs, — Van Buren joins the vietors and bears off 
the spoils.-^The true Policy of this Unum^^^Greai R^mmaiien in the United 
Sxnijdam since 18 19. — Vast increase of Popular Infiuence and Liberal Meastires. 
— Horace Walpok. — •Ambrose Spencer on Van Barents crooked cmirse in 1812* 
Clinton manlyy ahlsj honest^-^Duane and Spencer gave him good ctmnseL 

Van Buren's history exhibits an absolute disregard to principle, in every- 
thing that has relation to the choice of candidates for President and Vice Pre- 
sident of the tJaited States, or to the mode of their election. On the 22d of 

tacorporstlon, I vra^ not a imrty to U, and kosw nothing abmit thA proftress of tlM bill thioogh the L^lslatars, 
MTsr hear4 of it, farther thao what I read in the newspapers, and did not become inteiested therein till loog 
alter iu Incnrporaiion. nor did Mr. Batler accept a situation In it until a year or more after \ l>ecAme inierested. 
The bank was ttnfortanaie, yet its depnelts asd cireiilation weve peld In (hll. Have other fuillng banks done 
thbl There was not, to my knowledge or belief, any interference on the pnrt of Mr. Van Buren or Mr. Batler 
with the Ledslatare, or any inembcr, in procuring the act ineorporatlns; that bank. Mr. Van Bnren may have 
keen a memoer. Bow he ▼oied I never koew^presaiae Ui the pegatlfre, as he, as well as Mr. Butler aad tnj- 
aeif, annally opposed the increase of those ninnied aristocracies, iho-e privileged orders. My character lor 
Democracy is not to be questioned at this Inte day. No man sees or hean tlie name of Jaeob Barker, who 



seif, annaliy opposed the increase of those ninnied aristocracies, iho-e privileged orders. My character 
Democracy is not to be questioned at this lute da '* "^ " ' •---. «— «- 

does not instaotly esMdase therewith 0eniociacy.'* 

The facts published in this volume are the best reply to such erroneous statements as Bar- 
ker tried to palm upon the public. Van Buren 's conduct in getting the charter I have stated 
from the Senate Journal ; and as to the gaymenls to the bill-holders, Butler's letters will show 
that they had a very poor chanee of getting them. Bills that are paid are not quoted at 95 to 
S9 cents in the pnces curreni; but, donbtliess, when the secunties were so ample, much 
knayery was practiaed, which will only see tiie light when the recording aiigel shall be called 
on to endorse Butler's piety, or refuse a certificate. 

Butler was very saucy to the brokers — they could get scarcely any payments from him— 
Hovt published his letter in the Albany papers, calling them ** leeches upon the body politic"-^ 
ana the bankers were not much more lortunate. By way of retaliation (see Barkers paBwh- 
let), a New York broker hawked about the streets a proposal to oontract to deUver Butler's W. 
and W. notes at 80 cents to the dollar, within six montns. Afterwards, the brokers offered to 
deliver them at 50 cents. In a few months they came down to 35 cents, and Barker's Ex- 
diange Bank bills fell to 10 cents. 

Bntler's fuU-length picture, and an elaborate memoir, appeared in his friend O'Snllivan's 
Democratic Review for January, 1839, in which the public are assured that *' before he (But- 
ler) left the bank, by CTcat exertion and care, its credit was restored, and specie payments re- 
sumed." Far be it from me to call this a lie, but it would puzzle Butler himseu to find a 
more appropriate description. 

In June, 1834, after the W. and W. Bank notes were bought in at 50 to 75 per cent, dis- 
count ; then — but not till then — did this fraudulent concern recommence again " cash pay- 
ments," which Mx. Barker or his instruments kept up for some years. The Exchange Bank 
was a dead failure, of which its owner got rid by takingr the tenefit of the State insolvent 
law. 

In August, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, a bundle of which he sent to Butler, 
at Sandy Hill, for general circulation. One of these is now before me. It states that Barker 
began his Exchange 6ank, in New York, with a capital of $250,000; that it flourished till 
May, 1819 — that the average circulation of its notes was over half a million of dollars— that 
in that month he cea.sed to pay out Exchange notee, substituting Washington and Warren 
(which occasioned the run on Butler, at Sandy Hill)— that from August, I8l8, to May, 1319, 
he had redeemed, at par, $582,115 of W. and W. biSls. and that he considered the W. and W, 
Bank, « PROM THfi KNOWLEDGfi HE HAD dP ITS CONCERNS, A3 OOOP AS 



44 Van bvren and the war of 1812. 

May, 1812, James Madison was nominated by the members of Congress of the 
democratic party — the nomination had Jefferson's approbation. On the 29th of 
that month, and within seven days of the caucas choice of Madison, all the re- 
publicans in the Legislature of N. Y. except four, met at Albany, 95 members 
present — 87 voted to nominate a candidate, in opposition to Madison, and the 
Washington caucus, and De Witt CHnton was unanimously nominated. Gen. 
James W. Wilkin oresided at this State caucus, and Van Buren approved and 
supported its choice. He bad been for a caucus of Congressmen in ISOS^was 
against it in 1812-^-ibr it again in 1816, when Monroe was nominated^-and its 
leader in 1824 in favor of Crawford. In 1828 he denounced it as unconstitu- 
tional, and in 1832 supported the packed system of Baltimore conventions, in 
which the people have little influence, and the leaders are everything. In 
1824 he was for putting down public opinion when he thought it would go 
against his nominee, Crawford^^nd he did prevent the people from electing 
electors of president. In 1828 he had obtained quite a new view, and spoke 
in favor of distiict elections, and since then the general ticket system has got 
his approbation. He hated and despised the poor foreigner in 1821 and 
1824. It got to be fashionable to speak respectfully of Irishmen when Gene- 
ral Jackson took the helm — and who had sooner learnt to admire themselves 
and their country in 1829, more than the flatterer of power, Van Buren 1 

Crawford was a leading member of the caucus which nominated Madison m 
1812, and R. M. Johnson was its secretary. Van Buren was then politically 
opposed to him in almost every sense, banking and currency included. Twelve 
years after [1824] he seems to have almost adored him. 

When Van Buren became President, he hastened to appoint Harmanas 
Bleecker, a lawyer of Albany, and former member of Congress, one of the most 
thorough-going opponents of Madison and the war, to be Minister to Holland 
When he joined Jackson's administration, he sent James A. Hamilton, Hoyt's 
correspondent, (pages 205 and 209,) who was so ready to endorse Swartwout's 
doctrine, that, although all the candidate! were avowed and acknowledged 
republicans, yet the spoils principle must be adhered to, and office-holders 
turned out if they had supported any other candidate than the successful one. 
On this principle, Jonathan Thompson, the chairman or secretary of Old Tam- 
many in 1812, when that society was foremost in the war ranks, had to vacate 
the coUectorship of New York, to make room for Samuel Swartwout, Burr's 
old agent in the Mexican invasion, or dismemberment of the Union ; James A. 

ANY OTHER. IP NOT THE BEST IN AMERICA." " Because I bnow the paper to be 
goad,^ said Barker, " / recommend to every man lohou good opinion I wish to preserve, to take 
ike notes of the WashingUm and Warren Dank^ and also the notes of the Exchange Bank, for am^ 
property he wishes to sell. " The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this 
date, be punctually redeemed at this TEzchange) Bank ; ana the others ^lill continue to be 
redeemea at the Bank at Sandy Hill." " I confidently calculate that no man will approach 
the polls at the next spring election with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket which 
he cannot then convert into money, at par, if he chooses to do so." 

Time showed that all this was a deception, a fraud of the most reprehensible character, 
but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between Hoyt, Butler, Barker, ana 
Van Buren. 

Butler, Barker, and Van Buren, in those days, were all National Bank men. Barker, in 
his pamphlet, page 18, exDre9.ses the opinion, " that, some day or other, the whole banking 
business of the country wiU be done by a national bank and private bankers ; the former wS 
redeem its paper with specie, and the latter with the notes of the national bank. If the pre- 
sent Bank of the U. S. should be conducted with ability and prudence, it will be a very pro- 
fitable as well as useful establishment." If a specie currency cannot, or will not be resorted 
to, and if the promises to pay of the nation are not to be used as the circulating medimn, 
Barker's idea is certainly innnitely preferable to 900 paper-issuing iJEU^iies, beyond all other 
control than that of a bankrupt law, and many of them beyond even that 
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HamikoQ took, for a tim^, the seat of Henry Gay at the head of the depart- 
ment of State, which he soon exchanged for the most lucrative office in the 
gift of the Government, north of the Delaware, that of U. S. District Attorney 
at New York. He save way in 1834 to Price, a bird of the same feather ; and 
B. F. Butler succeeded on the flight of Price. 

On the 8th of July, 1812, some prominent individuals belonging to the peace 
party in Hudson, Van Buren's residence, published an address, recommending 
a meeting of the party ^ for the purpose of denouncing James Madison and the 
war.' Amocg other opponents of tbe war« this address was siloed by James 
A. Hamilton, the warm personal friend of Van Buren. ine nuason meetmg 
convened and resolved, ^ That the war is impolitic, unnecessary, and disastrous, 
and that to employ the militia in an offensive war is unconstitutional.' 

I do not blame Van Buren ; because, being of opinion that nothing was to be 
gained by war, in 1812, he supported Clinton, supposing that he would pursue 
such measures as would earlier ensure a lasting peace \ but I blame hun and 
his biographers for endeavoring to pursuade the public nowj that he was a Jef- 
fi»9onian Democrat in 1812, and friendly to the declaration of war, like Clay, 
Doane, Calhoan, Grundy, and the other leading supporters of the administration 
of that day. 

Van Buren, in a letter to £. M. Chamberlain and others, Goshen, Indiana, 
dated Oct. 3, 1840, thus speaks of De Witt Clinton, and 1812 :— 

** He had, for many years previous, and down to that period, been the leader 
of the Democratic party, in New York. He was the private secretary of his 
uncle, George Clinton — was a member of the Legislature in ^797 and 1800, 
and sustained the Democracy in the ^ reign of terror ' against the ^ Black Cock- 
ade ' party. He was chosen U. S. Senator in 1801 by the former, occupied 
by their choice, various public stations in New York ; was in the State Senate 
fi>r several years before the war ; elected Lieutenant Governor by them in 1811, 
which office he still held in 1812 ; acted with his party to that period, in support 
of the measures of the General and State administrations, under Madison and 
Tompkins ; was to that period abused with unsparing bitterness by the Fede- 
laiists, and in return, he applied to them his well remembered description ' of a 
party who would rather rule in Hell than serve in Heaven.' " 

Van Buren adds, that he supported Clinton in November, 1812, in preference 
to Madison, as being an advocate of war measures ; — ^and that, *' At the ensuing 
session of the Legislature, which commenced in January, 1813, the political 
relations previously existing between Mr. Clinton and myself were dissolved, 
and never again resumed." 

There were 16 States in 1812. New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Connecticut, went for Clinton 
— 89 votes. Madison got 104. Otl\er 18 votes would have elected Clinton. 
Van Buren doubtless considered that that great man had injured himself deeply 
with the people, for he left him next session, and went over to the party he had 
long opposed, became useful to them in the Senate, and professed to be a very 
siDcere convert to the principles and measures of Messrs. Madison, Calhoun, 
Clay, Grundy, Root, Spencer, Duane, Jackson, Rutgers, and the other pro- 
minent advocates of armed resistance to European oppression and misrule. 

His partner and parasite, Butler, in a letter to Hugh A. Garland, March, 1835, 
says that ^^ the republicans of the legislature of 1811-12, who brought forward 
Mr. Clinton," had supported Jefferson and Madison '^ in all the great questions 
of public policy connected with our foreign relations" — and that Van Buren 
^ was an open and decided advocate of all the strong measures proposed against 
Great Britain during the session of Congress of 181]*12, the war included." Be- 
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tore the election of 1840, Blair told us, b (A« Globe j the priDting presses for which 
were bought and paid for by Van Buren^s speculating friends in New York, 
(see Daniel Jackson'ft letter,) that Van Baren wrote the Senate's reply to Tomp- 
kins' Message of 1814. It says that " an admini9traiu>n selected for Us wisdom 
and Us mrtues wiRy in our opmtofi, prosecute the war HB ow multiplied Wrongs are 
avengedy and our rights securedJ*'* If Van Buren, in 181 1-12, was a decided ad- 
vocate of strong measures and of war, why did he denounce the caucus sjrstem 
of which he was so food in 1808 and 1824, and which Butler rerered when he 
supposed Andrew Jackson was to be put down by it ? Why did he denounce a 
caucus in 1812, join those who sought to pot down this wise and yirtuoos 
administration, whose foreign policy Butler tells us he had approved of, and vote 
with the Hartford Convention men, and the federal States of Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, for Clinton % No one will argue that Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut supported Clinton as the war candidate. If he was 
such, where is the proof of it 1 

That W. C. Bryant,* Dr. Channing, Daniel Webster, and hundreds of erai- 

• It is imdtrsteod to havB been the policy of France before the capitulation of Gtaebec, to 
unite wi& the incUana, and sonotina the English aettlements in North America, by a rear 
commanication of militanr forts, judiciously placed between her colony of Louisiana and the 
dwellers on the banks of the St Lawrence. Some such scheme is now imputed to Britain 
with a view to coerce the United States — and Bonnefoax, in a well written pamphlet, evi- 
dently credits it He says that the Ashburton treaty, which was certainly a very hard bargain 
to these States, enables England to assume a tnily fonnidable attitude on the northern and 
northwestern unontiers of tne Union — to stir up the hostile Indian tribes, chiefly west of the 
Mississippi—and, that if Texas was not annexed, England would control the Gulf of Mexico, 
aeatter her emissaries among the Indians all the way up to Michigan, and encircle this lepsS^ 
lie with enemies, savage and civilized, who would rise to our injury at her bidding. 

If Republican Aiserica remain true to her original design — if libeny, baaed on intelligence, 
justice, and industry well rewarded, continue to be substantially enjoved by her people, no 
efforts of England, or of England and France combined, can permanently retard her progress 
—no railroads, northern colonies, western Indians, or hireling mercenaries^ would avail mueh 
for conouest. France is a con&pact country, surrounded by absolute monarchies, and \ff 
Holland, England, and Switzerland — but was she not stronger against combined Europe; 
when battling for liberty under the flag of free institutions, and confined within her natural 
limits, than when her frontiers included Italy, Holland, and a great part of Germany and 
Spain, under the despotism of Napoleon 1 In her struggles for good government, the geneiMa 
and the just, the bold and the brave, everywhere asked Heaven to bless her — ^in her wars for 
annexation or conquest she became weak, and when I fii-st travelled over her " vine-covered 
fields and gay valleys," she was 'a captive, her strongholds garrisoned by Englishmen, Rus- 
sians, Prussians, and Austrians, and the imbecile Bourbons and old noblesse boi^ rule as the 
vicegerents of MeUernich, Alexander, and the baron Castlereagh. in my opinion, respectAiUT 
ofieied, as revised and corrected by what I have seen here, the Union runs more risk throngn 
the exertions of the partv in power to extend and perpetuate slavery ; inflict on us the evils of 
an unsound currency : keep millions of the people degraded and ignorant; stir up such scenes 
aa were witnessed in Philaoelphia in 1644, through nativeism and religious hatreds ; borrow 
large sums from foreign nations, spend the monev in a profligate manner under the aanetica 
of sovereign States, and then virtually repudiate the debts ; and omitto enlbrce equal laws and 
a p|U% administration of justice. 

When we see great nation like Britain, struggling tinder the heaviest load of public debt 
that ever was borne by any people, and yet accomplishing, in an a^, many of the most gigan- 
tic reforms and improvements on which this republic prides itsell^when we see the mind of 
the people equal to the task of so far subduing an aristocracy, at least as united, powerful, and 
Alendid, as tnat which issued from the castles and mansions of France into exile and poverty, 
fifty years since, as to ensure to the millions the prospect pf a free trade with all nations m 
grain and provisions, while we lay heavy taxes on foreign prodqpe — at such a time as this I 
would as unwillingly go to battle with the powerful Briton as with the feeble Mexican. The 
day was when free America rejoiced at every triumph of freedom on the old sod. Will it 
never, never come again 1 

Since 1819, Britain has destroyed her rotten borough representation in the three kingdmna, 
and given Manchester, Binningham, Leeds, Sheffield, Bdinbuigh, Aberdeen, Dondee, Greea- 
oca, and other popniooa communities a voice in her Parliament, 3he has put down the 
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■Mt, iMrned, asd &illifal mea^ of kigh talents and ranch experieneei wera than 
of opinion that a war would not force England to abandon her impresameat of 
American Maman and other bad piacdoaA, that a coatinaanee of peace would 
atraa^ then America, prevent immense losses to her oomraerce thenafloat^extin- 
gnish instead of greatly increasing her public debt and other burthens^ avoid 
mocfa iU*wiil, and save the lives of many thousands of innocent human creatures^ 
is probable enough : but when the war was raging, the national policy decided 
on, and Madison the candidate of the m^rity, the democracy, the party who 
were for war, why did Van Buren then vaoE Clinton on to a contest against 
that majority, whose oondyct, he says, in 1814, he had ever approved, and endea* 

asarped borough governments which obtained in her tow^s and cities ; given the towns im- 
proved monicipal charters, with the power of electing their mayors, aldermen, &c., and im- 
vrovf n^ the condition of and educating the masses. She has brcHien down in Ireland the close 
■oroagh sfstem, in ao much that the moscription and favoritism of old times are at an end, 
and Daniel O'ConneU, a Roman Caihotic, has been Mayor of Dublin* She has reduced the 
seyen cent stamp duty on newspapers to two cents, mail postage included — ^and has led the 
way to a reduction of letter poi&ge, charging only two cents for a letter, any distance, charged 
Vy us yet 5 to 10, and for which she Ibrmerly exacted 10 cents to half a crown, while we 
demanded 6 cents to 50. She has neither broken down the Bank of England nor « Pftper cur- 
rency, but she has changed an irredeemable paper circulating medium into gokl and suver for 
all sums under $25, and her $25 and higher denominations of bank notes are redeemable 
always in gold at the Bank of England, which is under an efficient supervision, including real 
puUicitv, and no safety Amd poUtical machinery to mar its nseAilness. 

Britain, too^ since 1819, has emancipated both proteatants and catholics, the latter ihun 
many grievous disabilities, which had previously made them a discontented, persecuted peo- 
ple j and the former, when dissenters from the Protestant Episcopal Chmch, by removing the 
test acts and oppressions which kept Presbyterians, Cluakers, Independents, Mefhodists 
in many cases, out of places of power and trust ; has endowed many schools in Ireland, aaa 
some in Elnf land ; encouraged mechanics' institutes, and the spread of scientific knowledge ; 
and lessened the disabilities under which the Jews sufieredT She has made many an(^ 
valuable reforms in her colonies ; given the Canadians the local administration of their town- 
ship and coimty affairs, lent them large sums of money, given Uiem munificent grants for 
canals and raihroads, lent them millions and endorsed the loans, and done much to encourage 
their commerce, and free it from ancient shackles. While we are doing our very best to in- 
crease the numbers of wretched, hopeless victims who pine in slavery, and cursing new 
regions of God's earth with that horria scourge, Britain has paid nearly four hundred n3Uions 
of dollars to blot out Afiican bondage from the face of the earth ; ^e has greatly improved 
her jury and libel laws, she has humanized her penal code, she has done more than we within 
the last thirtv years to make the civil code clear, distinct, and suitable to the condition of 
society and ner institutions. The cruel restrictions on a free press which banished many 
and imprisoned more, are chiefly rejpealed ; the navigation laws reduced into one act ; excel- 
lent amendments made in many or her courts of justice, as to their procedure ; her stamp 
duties lessened ; and while salt, soap, tea, sugar, cofiee, and a thousand other thlnss of more 
or less utility, are either freed from taxation, or the tax on them lessened at least fifty milUons 
a year, a direct tax of twelve cents per pound is laid on the incomes of all men worth over S700 
a year, whether from bank stock or broad acres, but persons under S700 a year income pay 
none of it. Not lonp: since she took three millions of dollars, yearlv duty, off American cot- 
ton J and she prohibits the growth of tobacco in the United Kingdx)m. giving us the virtual 
monopoly of supplying her. Under the proposed system of trade, Buffalo and Liockport will 
soon nave as deep an interest in peace with England as Charleston now has. These, and 
many other changes for the better, including the breaking up of the monopoly of the East 
India company to supply teas, and trade between India and me United Kingdom, the reduction 
of the tythc system, especially in Ireland, and the expenditure of many millions on railroads, 
turnpikes, canab, bridges, anH an infinite number of other useful works, are only a part of the 
recent reforms. Much has yet to be done— much is accomplished here which the vast debt 
of England, and the iaithful payment of its interest, prevent her from attempting. But who 
is there that would rush into war to-morrow, with such a people, in order tiiat slaves may be 
worked harder in Texas, their owners, or the dealers in them enriched, and Canada brought 
under the iron yoke of the slave States of this Union 1 My past life is the evidence of my 
sincerity in the cause of human emancipation, but I cannot, and will not subscribe to the 
doctrines of John C. Calhoim and James K Polk : and my judgment is, that they two 
—the North Carolinian in the Presidential chair, and the South Carolinian, whose talents and 
experience might long since have enabled him to claim it—- desire to pursue in the maia^- 
OM mUcv aaa that not favorable to hmnan freedom. 
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▼or by fedeial aid to break down ^ govenonent at the rety idobmiiI wlna 
unity was most requited ? 

In the address of the RepwbUcan mendierft of die Lenilatiiie of N. Y. to 
the electors, dated April 19th, 1815, and signed by Erastus Root, Samuel Youagy 
M. Van Bnren, Peter Allen, Moses I. Gantine, Aaron Hackley, P^er Stagg, 
John Wells, W. C. Bouck, andotheis, itisasaertsd, that ^^ driven to the inery ' 
of sufferance, our government was compelled to choose between manly : 
ance and abject si^mission*»4>etween open, determined hostility, and natinnai 
debasement and degradation. The former ahemative was adopted ; and on the 
Iftth of June, 1812, a day which will form a prood epoch in the annals of our 
country, war was ueciarea against Great Britain." When our government took 
this manly course on a litty wnicn l^r. Van i>uren declares to be a prouu epoch 
in the nation's annals, why was he found among the enemies of that government, 
the head of which had been nominated for re-election, by a caucus majority in 
Congress, a mode approved by him and Butler in 1824, even when adopted by 
only a small minority in Congress to put down Clay, Jacluon, and Adams 1 Why 
did he oppose Wheaton, Root, Croiius, Sanford, Rutgers, and Old Tammany, in 
November, 1812 ? There is but one answer — ^to break down the government 
of the day. Was there in N. Y. one enemy to the war, in Nov., 1812, who did 
not take sides with Coleman, Southwick, and Martin Van Buren 1 

Van Buren urged Clinton to take the worst step, so great, so truly noble and 
useful a man could have taken in Nov., 1812— ^nd, when Clinton failed, he 
basely deserted him whom he had betrayed, and hastened to give in his allegi- 
ance to, and make himself strong upon, the winning side ; puffing the administra- 
tion he had striven to ruin, and lauding it, in 1814, for the very measures on 
account of which he had endeavored to strangle it in 1812.* Clinton failed in 

It is a great error to suppose that the aristocracy of Europe are our enemies. How many in 
France sacrificed everything to liberty I Did not the French nobility cheer on Dr. PranfcUn 
in his exertions, and md not Lord Chatham and the English liberals encourage the Colonists 
to resist Qeoige III., Lord North, and the Parliament of that day 1 Hearken to Horace Wal- 
pole, the Whig Earl of Orford, as he expresses his feelings to his friend Sir Horace Mann, 
the British envoy at Florence : " Paris, Sept. 7, 1775. 

** I am what I always was, a zealot for liberty in every part of the globe, and consequently 
most heartily wish success to the Americans. They have nitherto not made one blunder, ana 
the administration have made a thousand, besides me two capital ones, of first provoking, and 
then uniting the Colonies. The latter seem to have as good heads as hearts, and we want both. 
Instead of being mortified, as I generally am when my country is defeated, I am comforted 
by finding, that, though one of very few in England, the .sentiments of the rest of the worid 
concur with and confirm mine. The people with us are fascinated ; and what must we be, 
when PreTickmen are shocked at our despotic acts ! Indeed, both this nation and their king 
seem to embrace the most generous principles— the only fashion, I doubt, in which we shaU 
not imitate them. Too late our eyes will open." 

The recent speeches of O'Connell show that England may depend on Ireland in case of a 
war by us to sustain an extension of slavery. Can we of America depend on France, as of 
c4d, to engage in such a cause 1 We ought not to expect it. Nor ought any of our people 
to be deceived with the cry that England and France are worn out, superannuated oulitaiy 
despotisms. The people there are just as young, and as wide awake to their rights as ooi^ 
favorite States of Florida and Texas, and, if I mistake not, a great deal more. so. 

* Chief Justice Spencor, the brother-hi-law of Clinton, and who nipported Madiiwa and the adminiAjation io 
181S, when Van Buren was doinc more than any other man In the State to embarraM the war and lia suppnrten, 
wrote a letter to the JVVw Worl£,\gi August, 164;i, censuring Jabez n. Hammond for playing the ayeophant (w 
ha aaid) to Van Buito. Haaunond had been la the conMoice of Cltnton and opposed to Van Bonn and his Al- 
baay cUque ; but he wheeled round In 1834, the pet bank jw^ got the judgeship of a county court, and pvtfed 
Van Buren*s war servtces, in his book and iii letters to the newspapers, probably as a graieAil couivalent. 

Jadge Spencer's remarks on Hammond's account of Van Burcn's conduct in November, ]813| are so sensible 
and to the potait, that the reader will be pleased whh them. 

** Mr. Van Buien fny* Hammond J on hb anival at Albany UkoA Mr. GUnton entliely dMtState of ai^ ]daa of 
OMratiOB. The ta/cats, oddrMs md acU'vtCy of Mr. Van Buren soon placed him ai the head of tte B«paliHcaA 
mends of Mr. Clinton in dte Senate and, in fact, in the Legislature." The result was that Republican electors 
wert immlnated in the Senate, and Federal electors in the Assembly, and upon Joint ballot, the CUntoniau ticket 
neelved 74 toim, the Federal tkket 45, and W btaak voice were cast, and Mr. Hamnsond aaya, ** Of eomss the 
Fed«nU«s,96orUMD,voted iheClhkioiklMi tic|Kt«" Tbe ^oMIqd is, wfea cflboied the amnfMMM bf wUA 
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Not., thit year, and Van Boren tells as in 1840, ^t in the seeaion of Januaij, 
1813, tke political ties that had existed between them were dissolved and nerer 
resumed. 

9^ Federalifte abaBdoned tiM rapport oTthdr vwn pottieal fU^Bda, ind whom they had opMily nomlnaled to give 
their aecret ballots to their politicaJ oppoaeata, thus enaUinf than to irtunph 1 

Ii was not Mr. Clinton, for Van Boren round Um entirely deathote ef any plan of operattona. Mr. Hammond 
iiAeningly pointa out the man who bitrfned with the Fedenllala, who drove and conanmBiated the faaif aln. It 
waa Mr. Van Bwen who, hy Ualdlrate, oddrM* end at«eiiy, did thia. aad thna •* plaeed hhnaelf at the head o€ 
the RepaUican frienda of Mr. CUnttm in Senate ud, la faet, te the Legialatura." But, according to Mr. Ham- 
mood'a poliiieal morala, thia waa all right : and it aeema never to have eoeurred to thia aimpie-mfaided man that 
aoeh peliticml baigaina are baaed on a qvid jna «a« ; that «uch aatate Federalists aa Mr. Van Buren had to deal 
with, would never give np their own eleeton whom they had the power of chooaing, without some equivmle&t 
and what It waa, waa milbided at the neit meelhig of the aame Leglalatuic, In the electtoa of Mr. Bnftaa Khig to 
the Senate of the United Siatea, by the deaertlon of a aoAcient number of Republican members to defeat Oen- 
aral WHUn'a elcctfon, whom the Bepublican party had the power to elect. There may have been other oondl- 
tloaa and atipQlatloiia either unftillilled or umevealed. 

** Mr. Van Bureu muat have perceived that Mr. Clinloa could not be elected President without the aid of the 
enHie Federal party, and that with such aM his pioapecta were alender. He must have been aware that the ac- 
ceptance of that aid waold ruin him in the eathaaUon of the great repuWioau party ef the Union. After the nom- 
ination of Mr. Madiaon hi the accustomed manner by the Republican msnbera of Congreaa, and after the declara- 
tion of war, I then thought and suil thtaik, these eventa had ahaolved every fUend of Bfr. ataitoa, even ttioae wiio 
had nomtaiated him, from all obligation to aupport him for the Prtaldency. 

"The occurrence of a war with a mighty nation bad not been antfetpated with cettainur when Mr. Cllaton waa 
nomfaiated. The declaration of war met the h««rt^ aasent of the BepubUean party. Did It eaeape Mr. Van Ba- 
rea'a auiek perception and npM combination uT Mesa, that aa opporttton to Mr. Madiaoa's election and hie defeat 
Would have been a virtual condemnation of the war, declared by hia advice and under hia auspices 1 Did it not 



occur to Mr. Van Buren that our public enemy would regard the drfeac of Mr. Madkon aa an eiprearton of pub- 
" opfaiion againat the war 1 WasitnotBoCorieusthattbeFederalpaity almost universally were oppoaMi to the 
r 1 Under theae clrcumstancea a coalition with any portion of the Federal patty to defeat Mr. Madiaon and 



Uc opfaiion against the war 1 Was it not notorious that the Federal party almost universally wereoppoaMi to the 
war 1 Under theae clrcumstancea a coalition with any portion of the Federal patty to defeat Mr. Madiaon and 
elect Mr. Clinton, If successful, would have been dearruolive of that oatnr of opinion which oervaded the Bepub< 
*• ^ ■ "-^ ....... Kjf of a fatal disunion or opi'"" " ' 



llcan party, and would have afforded to the enemy iiioonteatible proof of a fatal disunion of oafailoo, aa retarded 
the euergetic proeeeution of the war on our part, which must have beeu humiliating and tajuiloos. Is It true 
that Mr. Van Buren'a conduct on the FiasldeBtiai qoeatloB was in aeeordaacc with the views of the Republican 
party of the atale ? If Is a nofeorioaa fact, that tanmediately after the Presidential contest ceased, Mr. Clintoa 
rapidly declined in the f atlmatlon of the RepoblicaM of the state, and in 1815 was removed by a Republican eoua- 
cil from the mavoralty of New York, the only office he thra held. ' * ' * It never haa been malnuated or 
asserted that Mr. Clinton personally took any agency bi procuring his election, or entered fakto any bargains or 
comproadcea, or did any act inconstatcnt with hia lionor. He merely aullered his name to be used. But, accoidp 
lag to Mr. Hammond, Mr. Van Buren was the master-spirit. That Mr. Clinton was an ambitious man, is not to 
be doubted ; but it was of a high order, and its objecta were pursued by no ignoble means. He loved that popu- 
larity which followed bis deeds, not that which is ran after. He waa no demagogue, and waa utterly undtted, by 
a nobility of soul, for auch self-prostitution. If Mx. Van Buren had been imbued with those principles of demo* 
emey, and that lofty patriotism to which ho makes pretenskms and for whkh his adherents gave hbn credit, 
would he not, eepeclally after the declaration of war, have admoniahed Mr. Clinton of the many weighty con- 
siderationa aa regarded the pnblic good and hia own fame, which forbade a contest for the Freaidency, between 
two EepubHcan candldatoi. • * * e Eventa proved that my maliToa were pure and hooorable; and ithaa 
been a aonree of great satisfaction to me, that Mr. CUnton lived to be convinced of It. The thought will naturally 
t itself to every mSnd— how comes it that I, nearty allied to Mr. Clbitnn, and much moife intereated hi Ms 



elevation to the Presideacv, ao far aa fMlnga are oonceraed, than Mr. Van Buren, ahoold have taken the view 
I did of the course which hi* own fame and patriotism required of hha ; and that Mr. Van Buren with equal 
meens of fbtmine r correct opinion, ahonM have oome k»ntHlf to an advene conciurion. I conaider, and alwaya 
l«ve consideffed, Mr. Van Buren's conduct on that memorable occaaioii, as the greatest political enor of his life ; 
and, I make no doabt, he so considers it himself: his friends have in vain attempted to justify or paltiaie hta 
conduct, and any man who can do ao cflbetuaUy, wauM be welcome to Mm." 

Thia ia all true, and yet we OnA Van Buren held forth, September 6, 1836, In the Jilbmn^ Jirgus, as being ^ the 
man who patriotically yielded the state pride of supporting a dUzen of New York for the nesldency, hi 1813; 

TRB MOMIIIT IT BBCAMK APPABSMT THAT THB StTPTORT OP Mb. CLXMTOir IHVOLVBD OPPOSITION TO TRB COVIf- 

TBT, to supporting the war. • * * The man to whom, it may almoat be said, the nation owee it, that In 
the Mcerly equal struggle between the oontmdlng parties In 1813 and 18H, New York was found on the side of 
Madison and the country, instead of being seated with her deiegatee in the secret conclave of the Hartfbrd Con- 
vention.'* 

With many sttch.vehlclesof^ falsehood aa the Argutt upheld to lie boldly, aitf^illy, and to the advaittageof 
their employeri, paid by them, circulated widely among the people, the better to deceive them, who can wonder 
at Van Buren's election In 1836 1 I rq)olced to see the patriotic hero, for eueh I believed him, triumph over the 
cnemiea of Ma country, aa deacrtbed by my old iHeod Croswell, to whoee statement of facta I gave implidi credit. 

Col. Duane was for more friendly to Clinton than to Madiaon. bat aa the nation was on the eve of a war, he 
went, like Ambrose Spencer, for unanimity. In March, I81S. he aald. In the Aurora, "' De Witt Clinton will 
not suit the powers that be, he haa an opinion of hia own. The drcamstance of the employment of delegated 
power for the purpose of depreaaing men who are, on aceonnt of their great talenta, or public sorvloea, dlslla- 
jraishod In the public view. Is a horrible feature in repnbUean faver am ent ; after sustaining a press in N. 
York, after making the deposita of the public treasury subserviOBt to the use of a newspaper, employed hi 
* wriUng down the Clintons '—it la probable, therefore, that the whole inflnenee of the government will be 
directed to prevent the naminailon of^De Witt CUnton, and thia system, which holds such men aa John Arm- 
strong and De Witt Clinton up fbr proaertptSon, ia peribeUy coBaWent with the employment of men without 
any sort of fitness fbr public duties.** 

ID 1816, Duane named ainton aa the tme democratk candidala fbr PreaMent, but he would not oppoee hk 
friend C«l. Monroe. The Albamy JirfuM, by Judge Boel (Ftb. 87), ** thought the chances rather preponderathig 
In frvor of Mr. Crawfbrd--a selection which it believed would be coidlaHy acquiesced in bf the repubncaas of 
New York.". A legislative cancua hi February, 1816, at Albaay,hMli«eted the delegation (mm New Yorit M 
Congraas, to vote for Tompkins, bat as thia would have randered Wamat^B auccees certata, Van Buren and aev- 
eialotbenMlvprefRMidtoappi^ ltw»tiioC,<UkeflitAftiBgrUrifriostniollQaB,OR]»BEiDftoiBWaali- 

mgMila uH|i u> 19 M|M tn. 
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CHAPTERXIV. 

Lik» some tall dilTtbat lifts its awAiI ibnn, 
Swells firom the vak, and aiid-way leaves the stona; 
Thoogh round its bieast the roUing doods are spread 
Eternal sanshxne settles on its hestiL^GtMsmitk. 

CHuton ejected from the Canal Board. — Elected Goternor bu acclamation. — 

\£iiki2pher Collee.—Canal Act of 1817. — The Tammany Bucktaih. — Cm- 

£.^...^1X7 wvarr^ -h^ tstice trampled on for the take of the spmls.— Peter 

K-^^v^S ^VfyT \TZii n Buren's Scriptural Mcijonty.— Who expelled Clin- 

* '.^" oJ^'^JX^+ /^2^ ^^ CanaU.^-^ranBurefi Self Condemned^Hie per^ 

The bold and wise determiDatioD with which, from ISIO to 1828, De Witt 
Cliutoo linked his fortune and character with the succeaa of the great ^anals of 
this State,* and the vindictive opposition with which be was met at every point 
by Martin Van Buren,and his followers and dependants, are matters of history. 
In .1824, while President of the Board of Canal Commissionei*s, acting, as he 
had always acted, without salary or emolument ; holding no other public office 
in the State ; and the Van Buren or Bucktail party then holding in their hands 
the reins of government, with a majority of their friends on the Canal Board, he 
was suddenly and summarily ejected from the Board, although not a whisper 
was heard against the purity and noble disinterestedness of his conduct in that 
highly important trust. This wanton attack upon his feelings roused the whole 
State — ^the slanders of the Butlers, Croswells, and their allies, could not prevent 
the manly and the generous of all parties from perceiving their jealousy, In- 
gratitude, and malignant enmity — and at the next election for Governor, De 
Witt Clinton was borne to the seat which his honored uncle, Geoi^ge Clinton, had 
so long and 80 worthily filled, by the acclamations of the people — his majority 
over Uol. Young, the candidate of those who had expelled him, having been 
nearly 17,000. How an act like this atones, in the minds of good men, for 
many popular errors ! How the memory of such a deed of justice warms the 
soul to new exertions for enlightening and bettering the condition of society ! 

* Do Witt Clinton bears voluntnry testimony Ibnt Chrtstopher Colles, an euilncnt and sagaclons engineer, 
l>oin Ireland. " wa« the first persoi) who suggested to the governmeDt of the state, the canals and Improve - 
menu on the Ontario ronio. (%ill«« wiui a roan of sood character— an Ingenious mechanician, and well skilled 
In the inalheniatics." This i>utf;ioblI(m was made before 1784. in which year the legislature referred his plans 
to a rommlttee ; rxv.xX vchf a puhHc .ipproprlation of just fl^ was made to entihle h\ni to survey the route, 
which he did, and publiOied a pninphlet favorable to a canal. " No one ran »ay hnw far we owe the occa^ 
alon/* of Cttlebratinic the union of the Allantic and the great lakei [observes C. D. Colden J. " to the ability with 
which he developed the ertnt arlvaniofics that would result from opcnini; these coromunlcitions with the 
lakes^to the clear views lio pu'scutcd of the facility with which thci^o ronimunications nil^ht be nmde— and 
to the activity with which bo lor »ciiio time pun^ued this object.** Colles planned ihc canals— Clinton, the 
grandson of an Irii^bman. lept the public attention fixed upon the advanU);;es which would result (h>m them, 
and never forsook the e<o:\l object he hod In view, till N. Y., under his direction and guidance, had completed 
ihflsn. Fulton, thu !<on of hi. lushiuan, devised and carried into operation the schonm whereby ocean. lake, 
and river are n.^vlgnted by steam, m coonectlon with the canals. Thus It is that the Union Is cemented, And 
man made the friend of m in. Cuwi^r olwervei, that ** Mountains interposed, make enemies of natiims, who 
had else, like kindrrd (^rnp^, hitu minulod InU) on^*." 

The bin, coinmutini; tl:c m ao t»» ctmsuruct the canals, became a law In the session of 1H17. !n A^vnibly 
there were 64 vr.-' «. •• prlncip i!lv. if itolcntlrely of the friends of the nomination of Mr. Clinu>n and ih' lede- 
raliMs." sav«« Hmiuu.nd. ' The .Tfi nons were chiefly his opponent^.** Van Buren may have been fricmllj to 
the meaou.i'. or ho uiav ra t. Whv waa he so vindirtive towards the uinn whom, when dead, he ackuoiv- 
l«dR«Mt lo n-»ve l'.»fn th»' jiu«. '. ; o( :i:; accompU<^hment ? Why did he cx|«l Clinton from the canal board? 
Why did the p..* .»»! i.ni.^ ] .ai^- tr^ tn undervalue the undertaking 1 Tammany Hall sent representatives to 
the Assembly x\h.« Wvir I'.y tU-l ilv np^xMienta of the canals. Among the insignia of the THromony society 
was a part ot a t|. . r's iti. w .n, iiihr httL Hence the name of Bucktalls, given to and assanied by Butler 
'page \«X No. 37). Vnn i.itr. .n, and the •oemies of Clinton and his canal potlc)' generally. Even when Van 
Biir»" t >iiuMl m i: ^ no:n ?. ::o , {'('rmton fbr Governor, he acted with his usual duplicity, for, says Hammond, 
he ■' M ivhod to c V . . . nu '< whuh should be nominally Clintonlan, but which, at the same time, should b« 
really hostile to the Cc . <rnor.** Ho succeeded, and the moDWit it wu choMB wioto to a lUeod 1b QoloiDbto 
coQBty, »' All li sefo iTeyuiour ! SeyaMwy 0eyBoar !" 
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For what sin, since committed by those electors or their forefathers, have such 
intrigoing, cold-hearted, artful partisans, as a Van Buren, a Wright, a Throop, 
and a Marcy, been since placed in the elevated station which this great man once 
adorned? Perhaps it was to render more striking, the difference between men 
merely popular, and those noblemen of nature for, if ye will, of civilisation), 
who leave the impress of their worth on the eartn and the dwellers therein. 

On the 12th of April, 1824, the Assembly received from the Senate, a resolu- 
tion to which their concurrence was requested, for the immediate removal at^ 
De Witt Clinton from the office of Canal Commissioner. 

Mr. Cunningham, of Montgomery, warned the House against becoming a 
mrtner in the ungrateful deed. His eloquent speech I take from Hammond's 
History: • 

" I rise,** said Mr. Cunningham, " with no ordinary feeling of surprise and astonishment at 
the resolution just read, as coming from the Senate. Sir, it is calcvkted to ronae the feeltogs 
ot' every honest man on this floor. Its very approach was marked with black ingratitude and 
base design. Fur wliat good and honorable purpose has this resolution been .sent here fur con- 
carcence at the very la^st niotuent of our .session 7 Is it to create discord among us, and de- 
*troy that liarniony and good feeling which ought to prevail at our separation! We have 
spent rising of three months in legislation, and not one word has been said, intimating a desire 
ur intention tu expel that honorable gentleman from the board of canal commisaioneiu Sir, 
he was called tu tiiat place by the uuiteil voice and common consent of the people of this state, 
on account uf his peculiar and traubcendent fitness to preside at that board, ana bv his counsel 
stimulate and forward the great undeitaking. His labor, for years, has been anient and voir 
ceasing for the public good; he endured slander and persecution from every direction, llioe a 
Chrhaian nartyr; but, steadfest in his purpose, he pursued his coui'se with a firm and steady 
"lep^ uDtal all was crowned with Kuccess, and the most ardent of his opposers sat in sullen 
silence. For what, let me ask, did Mr. Clinton endure all this 1 Was it fir the sake of a salarv 7 
No, sir ; it was for the honor and welfare of his state ; it was from iiotie and palrietk motmSfJar 
ifklck he asks nothma^ mrr did he expect anything hut uU irraiUu^^ ofhisfeUonH:itizens. Now, sir, I 
pot the question to this honorable House to decide, upon the oath which they have taken, aad «fioQ 
their sense of propriety and honor, whether they are ready, by their votes, to commit the rin 
of ingratitude i What can we chaige to Mr. Clinton 1 What can we say he has been guilty 
of, that he should be singled out as an object of state vengeance 1 . Will some friend of this 
resolution be kind enougn to inform me 1 Sir, I challenge an inquiry ; I demand from the 
sappoiiers of this high-handed measure, that tliey lay their hands oh their hearts, and answer 
me truly for what cause is this man to be removed 1 I dare assert, in mv place, that his doings 
ts a canal commissioner are unimpeached, and unimpeachable, and such as have even elieited 
the plaudits and admiration of his political enemies. This, sir, is the offieial cbarader of the 
>aan whom we now seek to destroy. I hope that this House will pardon me, when I freely 
declare my opinion that this resolution was engendered in tlie most unhallowed feelings of 
inalice, to effect some nefarious .secret purpose, at the expense of the honor and integrity of 
this L^islattti-e. However hard it may seeni, it is the irresistible impulse of my mind. Mr. 
Ctadtm is not in the polUiaU markd,; ne reposes in tiie shades of honorable retirement; he 
^fvr no office^ and posxsscs none Imi the one of which he is qbout to be stripped. The Senate, 
^ appeals, have been actuated by souic crticl and malignant passion, unaccounted for,* and have 

*To sihow how dead Ut every other feei'to;, save tb«t or bending together fur perty plunder, Vas Btiran and 
m* liasd ofspolUiiieB were, I offisr the foHowieg caMn. linUl ld23, a Council of AppoinUnent, elected by the 
^^^. »r Aaaeubly. controlled the offieial pninMiage of Uie state of N. Y. This Council was annnaUy chosen, 
t tl" f^M 1416. when thw House met, Peter Allen, frmu Ontario county, took his seat, with only 3n5 votes, 
I 2f. "^lv«^<Mi of Henry Fellows, who had 9723. In Peanlnston, printe«l ballots, nuuted " ^mry Fallows,** 
I* [fit* were used ; and with the town clerk was Hied the certificate of votes, with the name hIm in AiU ; Iml 
"!<ae daplicaie sent to the couoty clerk It wne written ** Hen. Fellows." Weil knowimr that the forty nine 
T"*|>" wem for Mr. F., the corrupt and fraudulent clerk f^jected them, as the rojecUon would mtum Allen, 
^^n he had tiie lowest votes. In the Assembly, W. A. Dner pnsented tlie petlUon of Fellows, offering 
J"pi« that he was and that Allen was not a member, and desirluK that jiuiiee might at once be done the county. 
*"* ~~\ed If he had any statement u> make to the oontnry, but lie was silent. Fellows belonged to the 
; Allen to the bucktails. When a prellninaiT 4|uestk>n wras to be taken on Allen*s case, ft was 
he ought not tn vote where he had a penonal interest ; the Speaker decided that he could vote ; 
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r" *PP^1 was umde to the Hnine, aad the Speaker decided that Alien could vote on that too. turtles were 
!:TJ]7 ^i^ dWkled. that If the apfninting power or oouncil eoiild be voted for, while Allen had the seat. It 
rtZ^ !? J^ Y *" Rnmnish, Imrktall, democratic ; Iwt If justice were fir»t done, and Fellows put In Allen's place, 
1*^^^' ****** would elect the CAancll. They thevefiire opposed stendlly all aciloa as to Fellows, ttU Ailea*s 
^ hAdseeond (thrangh Perley Keyes, te.x for their frieada, the nonuol of the ofices thronghout the sute, 
til ^7 w Mxt day afipobitid a enmmlttaeM eteetfcgns wUh a bncktall majority, who ttaanimoasly awarded 
iTTif^Lr '*Uows, on no other evidence than that which was before the House the day It met, aad which the 
^'^"tolMs party tool, Allele had not dwaialnaayed; the House then veM AlWa out and FeUowa la, UQ In 1. 
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fluide a niflh upon this House, aiid taken m on surprioe. Th« resohitioii mi^ {MM; bnt 
if il does, my word for it, we are disrraced in the judgment and goad sense of an injured but 
iBteUigeBt eonummity. Whatever the fate of this resolution may be, let it be remembered 
thai Mr. Clinton has acquired a reputation not to be destroyed by the pitiful malice of a few 
leading partisans of the da v. When the contemptible party strifes of the hour shall have, 
passed by, and the pditical hargainers and ^;r/s^l4rs, toko now hang round this Capitol for siUisisl- 
enee^ ahail be overwhelmed and forgotten in their own insignificance — when the gentle breeze 
■hall pats oyer the tomb of that great man, carrying with it the just tribute of honor and 
praise which is now withheld— the pen of the future historian, in better days and in better 
times, will do him justice, and erect to his memory a proud monument of fame, as imperishar 
ble as the splendid works which owe their origin to his genius and perseverance. This vde 
is probttMy the last that will be given this session, and 1 pray God it may be such as will not 
dilute us in the eyes of our constituents." 

Give me a CunDingham and a Clinton for '* Native Americans !'' Such men 
will always know how to treat aright foreigner and native, friend and foe. Of 
BQc(! natives as them any land might be proud. Cunningham's heart was in the 
right place. 

The Assembly concurred with the Senate, 64 to 34. Among those who 
voted to expel Clintoh thus summarily, I find the names of H. Wheatoo, now 
envoy to Berlin ; A. C. Flag?, now Comptroller ; General James Tallouuige, 
Isuc Pierson, and Thomas Hyatt. Among his friends were Messrs. Barstow, 
James Benedict, Campbell, Cooper, John Crary, Farman, McCrea, Isaac 
Ri^, Thome, Whiting, Tredwell, Ezra Smith, and Wilkin. 

Addresses and resolutions in honor of Clinton were signed on this occasion, 
by M. Ciarkaon, W. Bayard, P. Hone, T. A. Emmet, N. Fish, W. Few, C. 
P. White, S. Whitney, Preserved Fish, C. D. Colden, T. Eddy, B. Bogardus, 
John Rathbone, and C. G. Haines, New York ; and by John Tayler, James Mc- 
Kown, William James, J. H. Wendell, Chandler Starr, Hammond, the historian, 
Gideon Hawley, Isaiah Townsend, T. Van Vecbten, £. Jenkins, S. M. Hop- 

VSB BwHi was IhM a ssaator and attoney general, and lib iwrty, to a man, supported this great wrong, and 
tMr pwetet npkold IL How little or democracy, of Joatlce, of the spirit of free institutions there was In taese 
procee d ings, the cool and candid reader Is left to Judge. The evidence was read openly and was entlmly does* 
; the proofs were clear and not f^tnsayed, yet the real representative was shut out till the main busi- 
I achlevMl unjustly ; after which the iHiclitails, to a man, admitted their own dishonest 
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ro«<taet hy votlngoat the intruder almost unanimously. "The democrats In the Assembly,** sa)'S tlie N. Y. 
Evealng Poet of Feb. S3. " support the Spealcor in declaring he will not he bound by the rules or the House ; 
they chooee the executive branch of government by means of the vote of a man, who they tlMoiselves, after hia 
vote has been given, acknowledge had no business there, but whom they had first permitted to declare, by liis 
own vote, that he had ; they pobiiehed an answer to the Governor's speech which was never accepted ; and 
Intty they any aneh a p to ceedure is, in the opinion of this House, unconstituiional and illegal which is so far from 
the truth, that directly the contrary appears on the face of their own Journals. A true specimen of uaaau>i.B» 
democracy.** Van Burea would have lost his office of Attorney General had his party acted honestly as Judflea 
la Uils case. 

HaowMMut, who, In OMay tlrings, displays, to my mind, real independence of cboractRr ; although Judge Snen- 
err, taking Hammond's own doctrines as a test, seems tn show ttiat he was not olways so ; givn another PHsr 
Allen case In the Senate in 1817, in which Young and Van Buren cut a wretched figure as Judgea. It la ihif: 
In tlie Western District, two senators were to be cboeen^one for four yean and anoihcr for one, liy one elcc- 
tkm. By law, 1h>, of the two chosen together, who baa the auiat votes, aita four years— the other, one. It was 
disputed which of the two elecu d had most votis— the dispute referred to a committee— who reported, that 1 ipSf^ 
vntM were given for li^aac Wilaoit— ih.it 1 4,9tiS wtre gi veil for Jedinli Prendergast, Ul for Jedediah P rendeiigusl, and 
10 for Jed. Prendvrgast. Forty-two of the electors who spelled Jedediah swore, to the satisfaciioii of th<! soaale'a 
eommlltee, that they had int«^ided Jediak, and these 43 added to the 14,986 who bad spelled the uame right, 
node 1S»027, or 18 more than Wilson, saying nothiag of the other 59, which It wa« clear were aieo Inieoded for 
Prendergaat. The committee ai.<o reported that Wilaon hsd not alleged that there was a Jedediah Pren* 
deigaat In the dlatrict— and, of course, that Jedinh P. ought to sit for four yeara and Isaac Wilson for one. Could 
there be two optailons on snch a question 1 There were. Van Buren ruse in his place and urged his party to 
call tha fewest votes the most and give the lone term lo Wilaon— and Samuel Young produced the BiUe^ and said 
there were In it both Jedinh and Jedediah, and lienco he would say that Wilson had the most votea. Van Bu- 
nn's party (all but Walter Bowne) went with him in favor of Wilson, 13 to 11. The two Prendergaats aad 
WttsoQ dM not vote. Lawyer* Canilne, Van Buren, Young, Roger Skinner, and Ogdeu were bi tlie mi^iority^ 
and wh«m we iiee the father acting thu^ openly, can we wonder at seeing his profligate eon coraii^, betting, gam- 
bling, fightfau hi the coiinfl. and tiaing Mercy's mock me«Mges to make money by, as a Wall street aiocl^bber 1 
The only wonder is, that N. Y. should appoint such a person her atmniey general, as If deroficracv c«»n«>ist«d in 
adminiateriiur public justice through the most prnfligate cliaracteia tn ilm coaamtiuity. Well migbi Hammond say 
(Vol. i., p. 464) that *• it would have been more crodliable to Young and bisfVleDds to have voted witiiout arguing.'* 

Roger Skbmer's political character may be guessed at from his letter to Uoyt, lu page 197, of the Gomspoo- 
deacft In the apring of leil, I fliKt heard of him tnm aa oM friend. Dr. Shaw, of Uie Albaay Academy, wha 
hivtied me to be prnent at a public diiuier given to Archibald Melatyre, the able, Indafatifihle, and laoarrapli- 
l|lf eooipirQllerof the aiata^ wtaoin BUaaer and Macoonoll had Juat naoved fraa oOce, «a ika rt^inla BciacMa 
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kiMi ud Alfred Conekliog, Albany. The malice of his enenues nmi bare 
injuriously affected their in8ultiiM| bargain of the State, which waa ta be dali- 
▼arad lo the minority caucus for Crawford next NovemlMr.* 

Clinton's expulsion was proposed in the Senate, by John Bowman of Monroe, 
and voted for by ^ Silas Wright, now Governor — gij^ Walter Bowae, staoe 
Mayor of New York— ^ Charles E. Dudley, successor to Van Btuen as U. 
S. Senator — 0(9» Jonas EfU'll, junior, Canal Commissioner, P. M. of SyiaeMf , 
&c*-*0[j^Heman J. Redfield, whom Wright wanted Clinton to make a Jiidg^^ 
^£dward P. Livingston, Van Buren^s candidate for Lieut. Governor*^ 
^ Judge James Mallory, for whom Marcy had such tender ft.*eling8, [p. 199, 
no. 140^ — 0^ Perley Keyes, the political schoolmaster of Silas Vfti ' 
(ji^ John I^fferts, from Long Island — 99* Bowman, the mo.rer— -(|(^ i 

Bart — ^Byram Green — 0^ James McCall — iji^ Greealy — (^- 

Haight — ^ Col. Farrand Stranahan— g^i^ John Sudam— (}9» Stephen Thwftr^ 
(k^ Melancthon Wheeler— 0()h Sherman Wooster — and 09» General Jasper 
Ward, who did not wait to ha expelled the Senate, as his history vriU lalL 
SoBM of these men may have acted without thought, but the Wrights, Bowoes, 
Dudleys, Earlls, Stranahans, and Wards, knew what they were about. As 
Wright says to Van Buren, they did not want to do " jounieywork,*' like the 
Feds. It wouldn't be their fault if they failed to seize the spoils. When this 
vote was given, Marcy was Comptroller — his father-in-law, Knower, Treasurer 
— OosweTl printed for the State, and- manufactured ^' opinion '' for the retail 
presses of the party. The men who went this length would have enacted 
*' Joseph's bretnren " in Genesis, or driven Mordecai from the kin^^s gate, as 
ire have it in Esther. Bowman got the Rochester Bank charter Uiat season. 

* Gbionel Yauilff wm GllBbm'a iiiccas«or, m the leading iiMmber on the canal board, aad approved of hia 
uiijiut romoral. Unlike Ctlntoii, however, the Colonel served for pay. and the cominissinn, instead of beiuL 
aslt ought, composed of men of varloos potides and hlfh eharaeter, defenerated too tnnch hite a mere partT 
machine, to enrich the poltttoal leaden and thebr etoetloneerlnf dependents. Marev wioie In the Troy Bodset, 
aad Qraewall hi the Argoa, censorlnc Clinton's canal policy. When it was teen that a few years would eoip- 
plele the work, Clinton, who, with Thomas Eddy, R. R. Livingston, W. North. S. tie Witt, & V. Reniselaer, 
aad G. Morris, had uned on, and reported In fhvor of the Erie ronte. 13 yean before, was tnraed one, that th0 
glory might be an undivided halo, encircling only Van Bnren's brow«. 

While on the Canal Board, on which he had a sent as early as 1815. Young, in ISSS. wroia. ilgnfld, aad 
nwseuted to the legkslatnie a ropnrt. In his official capacity, stating his belief, that a painllel caaal, or donhin 
locka the whole distance, alongside the Erie canal, would soon be indlspeniinble— tbit the canals woold soon 
pay ofl* their debt and yield a great revenue besides— and that other states would profit by the laudable exam- 
ple of N. Y.—that within ten yean the tolls would probably be tripled, and (If not redueed) might, la lasa 
tiian fifty yean, amount to SlO,000,000. When reminded of thk report lately In Senate, he renaffced that evaa 
now the tolls on the canals would be Ove millions had they not been redueed. Why then, asknd General 
Clarh, did you stale in 1890, In your report on finance, that ** Human government is, as It alwavtlias been, 
the crave of productive Industry :— that every step It takes in endeavoring to carry on works of Mbor of nay 
kind. Is attended with sacrifice aad waste to the community, and sinks it deeper and deeper in debt :-~that tts 
•ongs of * Internal improvement* are libels on the laws of GmI, and a deadly mildew upon the happhmm aad 
praapertty of man !— that, with reference lo canal loans, &c., a convetidon will be called, which will be la 
structed to reorganize and remodel our prostrate constitution ; and which convention will repudiate the debt ; 
will affix the impress of infhmy upon past nrofligate faiws ; and erect new barriem for the fhtore I— tfutt the 
eommunlty has been abused and deceived, for years, by the consuul reiteratloa of the Sasehood, that Iha Brta 
Md Champialn canals were enriching the state, whereas, It Is a truth within the reach of all, that so Ihr ft«R 
having paid the cost of their construction, there would be now a debt against them, had they not received tha 
aid ofiheaucaon and salt duties of f8,4«9.W»r 

On the 17th of August, Yonng^s report, above quoted, appeared In full In the Albany Aigos, tha adilar ^T 
which said, " That this is a most able and powerful document no one will deny." Of course he did aoC My 
tfmt Iw coaeuned in all its positions. 

When Young's Internal Improvement Report of 1835 appeared. It was followed by a bill In the Senate fyt 
the survey of 19 new canal routes, including the Chenango. Black River, and Genesee Valley— yet la a few 
yean thereafter, he denounced the Chenango canal, aOlrming that Penasyivanta and New Toik •'had baaa 
nted hy the deaiafoffnes of each. Into the hneUle attitude of profligate rivalry ; and each has been ra«kl«Mlr 
i along by the bloody lash of internal Improvement." fought to state here, that. In 1835 and 18M, he 



odbrad an able opposition to the bills for construcUng the Chenango and Genesee Vnlley cnnals— and that, la 
hla report of 1830. he showed that the Chenango canal would enet over a mlllloa of dollan, and that Its Kva- 
nne woald not pay, either for Interest, repaln, or even superintendence, but give value to the lands €f£ spaea- 
Utors at the pnbUc cost. In the late discussions In Senate, on the extravagant expenditures no the caaak. 
Mr. Wright said, and, I think, truly, " T^et there be competition In labor, not In mere party fealty. This buel- 
ness of renaln, of repairing the canals, had become a party machine, put In operation Just before alecdoa. aad 
hence thelnerenae of expenditoraa.** Aaolhar seaator. Pnmam, shmmed that $506^000 had beaa paid Hr 
aeglecu to fhlfll coatiaets. la giving which it appean there Is anoagh of favoriUam. It leeaM llmt mra « 
three milHoaa of thacaaal fViada have paietd thioiigh Touag*a haada : but 1 hear of no case la whica ha has 
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Was there a bargain to immolate Olmton and raise Cravrford| connected with 
that sale of the public patrimony, also ? 

Jedediah Morgan, John Cramer, and Archibald Mclntyre (not the comptroHer) 
were its only opponents ! They may well feel proad of it. 

Allow me to change the scene to 1828 — Clinton in his coffin, and Vati Buren 
in Washington, thus addressing the members of Congress relatpe to the 
A occ a s ed :— '' The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great success 
with which those talents have, through a series of years, been devoted to the 
prosecution of plans of great public utility, are known to you all. * * * The 
greatest public improvement of the age in which we live, was commenced under 
the ^idance of his counsels, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate 
auspices. * * * The triumphs of his talents and patriotism cannot fitil to becoaie 
monuments of high and enduring fame. * * * I am greatly tempted to envy 
him the mve with its honors. '^ 

How IQce unto Balaam's conduct when Balak sent his princes to induce him to 
corse Ismel, [Numbers xxiii.] was the politic Van Buren's ! Balaam wished to 
corse but durst not. *^ How shall I ctirse whom God hath not cttned? How shall I 
d&fif whom the Lord haih not defied ? Let me die the death of the righieousj and 
kt my last end be Hke hisP^* What a commentary upon 1»24, was the ftineral 

* In 1819, there was a vacancy on the bench of the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, which a mutual friend of Clinton and of Van Buren, then high in office, told Clinlon 
that van Buren wished to fill — that he had said so to him, and given as a reason that he was 
weary of Uw turmoil of politics- -and that it was politic and expedient to give hira the jndge- 
ahto. *' As a measure of mere policy,'' said Clinton, " it might he expedient ; butsonnprin- 
cipted a man do I consider Mr. Van Buren, that I could never justify myself in making such 
an experiment, merely for the sake of disarming his resentment against me." John Wood- 
worth was appointed, of whom Butler speaks so spitefully in his letters, and Van Buren, Butler, 
and their conrederates, persecuted Clinton till his death, and then*--nol till then^praiaed him 
as the greatest of statesmen and of patriots. 

The bitter hatred of Van Buren to Clinton may be inferred from Butler's letters. He was 
at Sandy Hffl when Woodworth was appointed. Van Buren was a Senator at Albany in 
1818-19, and was almost violent in his opposition to Rufus King, then a candidate for the TJ. 
8. Senate. In December, 1819. he wheeled round to the side of King, wrote a pamphlet on 
Ws behalf— and why? He had become satisfied that King was not the friend of Clinton ! 
" Sensible as I am Tsays Van Buren^ of the great merits of Mr. King, and of the advantages 
whieh would probably result from his appointment, still, did I believe that he was opposed to 
us in the present controversy between tne i-epublican party and Mr. Clinton and his foUinctrs ; 
could I even .suppose that he looked with indifference on the struggle of the great body of our 
citizens to extricate themselves from an infiiicvrc [Clinton '.h] which has so long pressed vpon this 
statCt and under whieh she can nerer afquirr her true eleraiiati in the Union, I have no hesitation 
in MVing, I would oppose his appointment." 

Colonel Duane, ever free and tearless, denounced Van Buren and his new allies for their 
persecution of Clinton. In the Aurora of October, 1&21, 1 find th€\se remarks : 

** But why calumniate Mr. Clinton 7 Because the eminence of his qualifications, and the 
place which he holds, in the esteem of all intelligent and liberal minds, renders him an object 
of apprehension to those who are in power, and who look to hira as a fearful rival, from the 
<lis{Murity between their faculties, and the place he holds in the eyes and hearts of the peoplp. 
For this calumny of Mr. C. the publication of the laws, the patronage of the past-office, ana all 
the miserable crumbs of a corrupt system are di.«tributed, showing the melancholy fact that the 
press may be purchased for a pitiful' annual stipend — and perverted into an engine of national 
degradation." 

William L. Stone, in the N. Y. Commercial of Oct. 14, 18*J8, asks several leading qne^ions 
of Van Buren's supporters — ^among them these : 

" Who, among tke whole host of Mr. Clinton's enemies, was so active and so artful as Mr. 
Van Buren 1 who so relentless and so persecuting ? What political plan for developing the 
resources of the state did Mr. Clinton ever devise, that Mr. Van Buren did not attempt either 
to Ibwart, or to deprive him of the honor 1 What path did Mr. Clinton ever propose to travel 
that Mr. Van Buren did not cross 1 When did Mr. Clinton ever raise his arm in the public 
senrice that Mr. Van Buren did not attempt to paralj'ze it 1 When did Mr. Van Buren^s hos- 
tility to Mr. Clinton ever sleep 1 Not until the illustrious man slept with his fkthers, and the 
graTe had dosed upon his remains. Then it was, and not till then, that Air. Van Buren became 
awiia «f the talents, the virtues, tiie Inestimable worth of Mr. Clinton." 
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parade of 1828, with Sa(Tttge, SvrtlMirknd, Flbgg and Marcy, decoraied wiih 
scarfs, mourning for Clinton, and among his pall-bearers ! What a censure the 
bill to reward Clinton's invalaabie services, bj a grant of money to his children, 
and by the very men whose envy of his talents had denied him, only four years 
before, the humble privilege of serving his OKKintry without fee or reward, 
poor bat disinterested, in the midst of Van Buren's greedy spoilsmen ! Andrew 
Jackson's birthday toast, March 16, 1828, was, " The memory of De Witt^ 
Clinton, the Patriot, the Philanthropist, and the distiaguislied ^tutcsman. lu 
his death, New York has lost one of her most useful sons, aiui tiie nation one 
of its brightest ornaments." Even Ritchie, whose columns had teemed with 
abuse of Clinton, in former years, was moved ; and tho llicUniond Enquirer 
thus pronounced his eulogy : — *^ A great man has fallen in kraei ! A man who 
wss designated for the first chair in the nation is cut oS in the midst of his 
honors. But bis name will go down to posterity, full of honor, and his works 
are his monument." 



CHAPTER XV. 

Jlie Crawford Caucus of 1824. — Van Buren, Camhrelmg^ and Stevenson trart^ 
pie on the Democratic Principle. — Secret Combination of Regency Leaders. — The 
Electoral Law. — Monarchical Features in our System. — Flagg, Wright jEarlly 
Croswellj Van Burfn^ and the rest of the Albany Oligarchs^ uniting to put down 
Public Opinion. — Young up for Governor. — 7%e Old Federalists. — Wright 
and the Seventeen. 

In one day, in the winter of 1824, two notices appeared in the National In- 
telligencer — ^the iirst calling a meeting or caucus of the members of Congress, 
to nominate lit persons to fill the offices of President and Vice President of the 
United States — the otb^r, a declaration signed by R. M. Johnson, John H. 
Eaton, R. Y. Hayne, S. D. Ingham, Geo. Kremer, J. R. Poinsett, and others, 
that they had been informed, that of 261 members, 181 were opposed to the 
caucus, and probably more. On the 14th of February, 66 members attended a 
caucus at the Capitol : Van Buren moved that they be called by states, and 
said, *' that the people were anxiously waiting for a nomination, and he felt 
confident that a large portion of the republicans of the Union were decidedly tn 
favor of this mode of nominatiany and i it it was quite necessaiy that it should 
be made." The ballot showed 61 votes for Crawford, 2 for Adams, and 1 
each for Macon and Jackson, to be President — and 57 votes for Gallatin, as 
Vice President. Crawford and Gallatin were nominated. 

Among the members taking part in this wonderful piece of imposture, were 
C. C. Cambreleng, Andrew Stevenson, Lewis Eaton, Lot Clark, P. P. Barbour, 
and John Forsyth. Even if the practicu of a virtual election of the President 
by Congress, through a caucus, had been defensible, a caucus in favor of one, 
where all the candidates were of one party, was confining the people's choice 
to one person, and thus stifling public opinion and rescinding in so far the con- 
stitution.*' > 

* Tbe state of North Carolina had, in 1818, proposed, as amendments tp the U. S. consti- 
tatian, that the representatives in congress should be chosen by separate districts, made as 
equal in popolation as possible by the several state legislatures ^ each oistrict to elect one mem- 
ber by the votes of its qualified electora-^and that, for the purpose of electing electors of preet« 
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In January, 1824, there mi|^t be seen the really paradoxical spectacle of a 
body of men in the legislature, airogatiog to themselves the exclusiTe title of 
republicans, the democracy, who were unwearied in endeaToring to defeat the 
neople's instructions, by giving the go-by to a law required by the whole state, 
giving to the country, and not reservine to party leaders in the Legislature, the 
election of electors of President and vice President. I hope the day draws 
near in which the people will vote directly for the men of their choice to these 
offices, and that on the same day too, throughout the republic. 

By reference to B. F. Butler's letters, pp. 168, 169, and to Hoyt's, Croswell% 
Van Buren's, Skinner's, and livingston's, pp. 193 to 198, it will be seen that 
there was a secret combination among the leaders to keep power from the 
people, and to use it contrary to their well known will. *< If Clinton is very 
dangerous, (says Livingston,) they [the party in the legislature] will go one 
way I and if it is thought he cannot make any difficulty, they will go t'other 
way." The patriots thus acting for Van Buren and Crawford, had the assurance 
to talk of a bargain between rresident Adams and Secretary Clay ! ! A. C. 
Flagg seems to have been the leader of the oligarchs in the Assembly. His 
pess, the Plattsburgh Republican^ and also the Albany Argus, had come out in 
favor of the measure before the election^ and then moved round to another course.* 

dent and vice president, each state ought to be divided into separate districts, as many as it was 
entitled to electors ; eadi of said districts to be contigaous, and convenient for the people to meet 
in, and to choose one representative. This was the district system, both foreleclors and Conmes- 
men, and eleven Senators, including Bowne, Skinner, Seymour, and Livingston, (Pefeer R. J sap- 
ported it. Samuel Young, Van Buren, Cantine, Tibbets, and six others, opposed it Several 
years after, in the U. S. Senate, Van Buren proposed to divide each of the states into as many 
districts as its number of electors— each district to choose one elector— the electors, so chosen, to 
meet and vote for president and vice president] and in case no one candidate had a majority 
of their voices, they were to be convened again, to vote for one of the two candidates to whom 
they had given the most votes before ; and then, if the votes were equal, and no choice made^ 
the House of Representatives were to make a choice. He agitated this question for three years. 
and others have Kept some reform or odxer before the community ever since, bat no steaay ana 
connected effort has been made to afford a real remedy for a great and serious difficulty. 

There are many features in the United States sy^m of government that approach much 
nearer to the British and French monarchical plan, than to democracy. In the OBsEavsa, 
New York, 20th December, 1823, the fditor says :-*- 

'' Our readers are aware that, as the constitution now stands, if the electors fail to choose on 
the first trial, the choice devolves on the House of Representatives, and that in this case the 
representatives of each state are entitled to one vote. The present number of states in the 
Union is twenr^-four. Thirteen are a majorinr. The population of the United States, in 1690, 
was nearly 10,000,000. Thirteen states can be selected, whose joint population is less than 
2,200,000. Of coui-se, it is possible that 1,100,000 persons, or a bttle more than one-tenth part 
of the population of the United States, may legally appoint the President of the United States, 
in opposition to the will of the oflier nine-tenths. This case, moreover, is not a solitary one. 
It is a fact, that the principle wbich we so strongly condemn in the English rotten borough sys- 
tem, pervades every part of the constkotion of the United States, and threatens, in the end, to 
be as ruinous to the rights of die people in this countrv, as it has been in Great Britain. The 
treaty-making power is vested by the conslimtion in the President and two4hirdB of the Senate. 
Two-thirds of ttie Senate represent two-thirds of the states— that is, at present, sixteen out of 
twenty-four. Sixteen states can be selected, whoee joint population does not exceed 3,400,000. 
It is possible, therefore, that treaties may be made in opposition to the wishes of two-thirds of 
the American people.'' 

Under the last Congressional apportionment, a presidential election, if carried into the House 
of Representatives, might be decided against a candidate supported by more than two-thirds of 
the population, property, and representation in that House, of the whole Union, and in favor 
of a candidate not voted for by even one-thnd of these. Tne slave representation makes this 
state of thiries still worse. Jackson, in 1896, bad but three votes out of seventy-three, in New 
York and New England; bm Van Buren united interests with him in 1828, and, with the help 
of the coniractors, offiue-eeekers, lawiiers, and editors, convnted many, myself among the 
number. 

• On the 3d of August, at a mcial sesBion in Senate, Mr. Ogden moved a resolution "that 
^ia expedient to pass a iSw «i lAffvwia mmlwg i|f^ tte liyiSa^iin^ giving to the people el 
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In 1824, Colonel Young was the candidate of the bucktail caucua, composed 
chiefly of members of the legislature friendly to Crawford, for governor. On the 
2d of April, this caucus, 106 in number, met ; and on the first ballot, Young had 
60 votes, and Joseph C. Yates 45 ; Erastus Root had 75 for lieutenant governor, 
and Burt 21. Root was for Crawford, Young for Clay, and both were defeated 
by Clinton and Talhnadge, who had their nominations from a state convention. 
1 oung was avowedly friendly, throughout, to the election of electors of President 
and V ice President by the people, and opposed to Van Buren's bargaining 
scheme of 1824, by which he and the Albany Regency sold, as it were, the 
votes of a hireling majority of bankjobbing lawgivers, to a particular set of 
minority congressional caucusing profligates, and endeavored to pledge the votes 
of the state in opposition to the known wishes of a majority of the people. 
In oiie state, only, is the election of electors confided to the legislature now, 
and that is South Carolina. Young^s steady opposition to Crawford ensured his 
defeat in the legislature, and caused Adams to be returned in his stead, as the 

this State the ciioice of electors of President and Vice President." The no€$ vers 8Ub» 
Wright, Walter Bowne, John Sudani, F. S^ranahan, E. P. Livingston, Ja^ycr Ward, Jas. 
Mallory, Jonas Enrll, Charles E. Dudley, Perley Kej'cs, Green, Greenly, Bronson, Lc^ferts, 
Thom,' Wheeler, Wooster, M'Call and Heman, J. Redfield. Among the ayes were Archi- 
bald M'intire, John Cramer, Haight, Burt, Lynde, and Burrows. Flagg and his friends pre- 
tended that a special session was illegal, but were overruled 

On the 5th, the resolve, to give the people, and lake from the Legislature the choiee of 
electors, %\'as carried in the assembly, 75 to 44 j^CroIius, Furman, McClure, Riggs, Tali- 
madge, Whcaton, and Wilkin among the yeas. Flagg .'••nid that " a» the shoir was nmv over and 
the names of ihogenilemeii spread on the reconl, iic hoped tliey were reaily to adjonm.'* "Cole* ■ 
man, the tory ediior of the Post, called this voting a ridiculous farce — lie was with Van Buren, 
Pla^ and Wright, for Crawfurd — and he went with Van Buren, too, for King as senator in 
1813, and dead against the war and Clay and Madison, in 1812. The senate would not act. 
But though Van Buren, Wright, Flagg, Keyes, Marcy, Knower and their artful confederates, 
influences the legislature to defy public opinion for two sessions, and to oust Clinton from 
the canal Board, iliey had their reward. Crawford failed to get the vote of N. Y. — he failed 
to get to be president — Clinton was elected as Governor by 17,000 majority, and Tallmadge 
Lieutenant Governor by 32,000, over Van Buren *s nominees. Wright voted on the lOUi of 
March to give tlie choice of electors to the people, by general ticket— he then proposed a com- 
plicated and preposterous scheme which only got four i*upporters. ♦* The fact was" (says Ham- 
mond), " Mr. Wright, previous to his election, had given the people to understand that he 
woula, if elcctetl, support a bill giving to the people the right to choa<;e presidential electors. 
All this manoeuvring was for the purpose of exhibiting an appearance o( redeeniing that 
pledge. We shall shortly find him voting for an indefinite postponement of the bill." And 
It is a man who could thus descend to the meanness of tricking Uie men he pretended to repre- 
sent, w^ho is at this day governor of New York. Tlie timber out of which good governors 
are made must be scarce in these parts. The bill got the go-by same day (16 March), E. P. 
Livingston having moved to stop all consideration of the bill to give the people the eaoiee of 
a pteaident till XSfovember, when it would be useless for another four years. Himself and 
Bowman, Bownc, Bronson, Dudley, (Hoyt's correspondent,) Earll (canal Com'r), Greenly, 
Keyes (Silas Wright's mentor), Lefferts, Mallory, M'Call, Redfield, Stranahan. Sudam, Wwd 
(jaspbr), Wooster, and Governor Wilght— the immortal 17 pretendei-s to a democracy Iliey 
oDly practised, when, as Wright says in his letter (p. SOS), they had to do joarAey work, beteg 
oaable to seize thk spoils. Col. Voung, like his iriend Cramer, and General Root, was ep- 
posed to Van Buren in this matter. V?right, tiien in his 30th year, voted to remove Clinton 
from the canal board. It is enough to shake a man's faith in popular institutions when he 
sees such men as Van Buren and Wright succeed a Clinton as govemorsof thisgreat state. Qeiie- 
ral Root preterred in 1824, and Van Buren in 1828, an election of electors by separate distrieu. 
because the various districts have a variety of interests, and each section of country ^ookt 
haffe « TDtee iii the choice of chief magistrate. The aiguments used in fii vor of a-g«neml iMefe. 
for electors of president would justiiy to a £ar greater extent, the election of members of coa-* 
gress by general ticket, for the electors perfonn but one act while the congressmen perform 
many. Young and Van Buren, however, are now strongly in favor of election by general 
tiebet, and Soock Carolina chooses h<^ electois by the Legislainre, after every oilisrs^ httaD 
made a choice by the people. Only one of the above seventeen ventured to re-appear as a can* 
llUktte, and he was swept away I7 the overwhelnun^ majority given to his qiponent. 
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second candidate, instead of being behind Crawford and Clay, and not a 
candidate at all. Thus it was through New York that Adams became 
President, Adams had 84 votes, including 32 from this state, obtained through 
a union of the friends of Clay and Adams in the legislature. Crawford had 41, 
but would have had 73 had he got the 32 from N. Y., and Adams but t2. 
Instead of applying (o parties the names which would most clearly indicate 
their principles, the usage is, to apply to an opponent any term which popular 
leadei-s and presses have rendered odious to the more ignorant. Young de- 
nounced, not long since, the supporters of John Q. Adams dis federalists. When 
it was shown that he had aided Adams' election in 1824, he said that at that 
time Adams was a good democrat. Jf so, why abuse Clay for preferring one 
democrat to another 1 The truth is, that Blair, Croswell, and many other 
unprincipled hirelings use the term federalist as a reproach, and their impudence 
in so doing is unmatched, for Taney, McLane, Bryant, Buchanan, Ingersol, 
Bleecker, Oakley, Powers, Beekman, Vanderpool, and very many others of the 
party calling itself democratic, were formerly members of the great federal 
party, which numbers thousands of the greatest, wisest, and best names known 
to American history. It is now no mor« ; it had its faults, its merits, its un- 
woitlij raembers-^but it was honored in not having reared and educated a Burr 
and a Van Bnren. Col. Young, in Senate, Feb. 4, 1846 [Argus report] does 
not hesitate severely to censure Van Buren for the Crawford caucus of 1824 ; 
he denounces it as ''*• made by a minority of the democratic members of 
congress ; and that very act broke down that machinery, for never since have 
members of congress nominated a president. It was regarded as so great an 
outrage on the former practice — for never before had a minority undertaken to 
nominate — ^that the whole system broke down." y 
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j4iidrew Jachon nominated far President, in 1815, by Col. Burr, -T^e Texas 

Movement Polk and Slavery.-- Swartwout's Proceedings.-^Chaming^s 

Views —Jackson^s position in lS06.—He acts as Burros Agent.— Burr's 
aUempt to Dissolve the Union. --McDtiffie's Effort.— The True Policy of this 
Republic.— Jackson and Van Buren Buying Texas.— Hamilton on Burr.— 
Burr kills him.— Enters into Arrangements u^eh Pitt.—Bun^s Famkf.— 
Judge Marshall on Blennerhassett.— Wilkinson's Testimony.— Vavezac's Ar- 
rest.— The Daytons of New Jersey.— Frank Ogden. — Sedgtcick on Texas.— 
2Vtra9, how Settled.— Jts Convention.— Channing on Slavery— Van Buren's 
BiHrweHons to the Mexican Minister, in IS29.— Benevolence and Disinieresf' 
edness of the U. 5. Government.— A Curious Argument.— Gaines Invades 
Mexico.— Senator Houston.— Calhoun's Opinions on Slavery.— His letters 
to Kmg and W^tem Skannm.'^Canada, a Refuge for the Oppressed Slave. -^ 
Southern Policy Disclosed by a Candid Minister to Mexico.— On Exten^ 
the Area of Oppression.— How to Raise the Price of Virginia Negroes.— 
Mmj^^s Hint to Play the Hypocrite.— Our Treaty with the Mexicans.— The 
Destiny of the Americans.— PubHc Life.— National Purity. 

Atrmurw Jacmoit was first nominated as President of the United States, by 
Aaron Burr. Col. Burr's letter, with his reasons for preferring Jackson, WM 
addressed to Governor Alston, as early as 1815, and wiU be found among the 
OSftespcmdence. 1 have seen it stated, but not on any specific authority, that 
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Burr's ai^guments in favor of Jackson had great influence over Van Buren's 
mnid, when he became his adherent. tJiiquestionably, the popularity of Oen. 
JadcBOn was the leading indocement. we shall ind that- Burr and Jiackion's 
viewv for conquering M&sko from Spain, in 1806, have been since carried out 
in p«rt, by the Texas movement of Fdlk,* Van Biuren/Jackson, Calhoun, and 

♦ The violent dfamemberment of Mexico by citizens of the United States, Tgith a view f o 
the reibCablishment of slavery in Texas ; and the very remarkable circomatances attending its 
reoant annexation to this Umon, in vitiation of good faith to a frieudljr repobhc ; with the 
state of feeling to which these events, and their expected- roeults, have given rise, form soma 
apology for brief notices of the various parts play©i in the exciting drama, by Messrs. Polk, 
Van Buren, Benton, Houston, Jackson, Burr, Swaitwout, and their friends or confederates. 

James Knox Polk took the oath of office at the Capitol, as President, on Tuesday, March 4th, 
1845, he being then in his 50th year. 

In his inaugural address, he expressed a deep regret that " misguided persons" had indulged 
in schemes and agitations " whose object is the destruction of domestic iNrTiTurioNs existmg 
in certain States or sections" — and thought that all must see that if these, persons could succeed, 
"the diseolution of the Union" must speedily follow. "To incrcirc tn<*. atfachTnent of cu'- 
pwplc to the Union (said he) OUR LAWS SHOULD BE JUST. AXY ^^OLIC^Y AVinciT 
SB&LL TENB TO FAVOR MONOPOLIES, OR THE PECULIAR. INTERESTS 
OF SECTIONS OR CLASSES, must operate to theprcjudico of th'- inter^s^*; ol' their fe!!r.v. 
citizens, and SHOULD BE AVOIDED.'* It would be his aim " to o1,sca .. i c ur.ul respcrt 
for the rights of other nations," and "none could fail to see the danger t-^ ciu- r : tv and future 
peace, if Texas remains an independent state." ** Our title to the ccuntr-' oi the Oregon is 
clear AND UNCtUESTIONABLE." The PMident "ftrvently inv^ko./ tho aid of tiie Al- 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, to guaid this heavsn-fhvored land sgainst t\o i />c:n^ib wiich 
might arise from an unwise public policy." " With a firm reliance upon ti.c wi&dom of 
Omnipotence to sustain and dir^^t him in the path of doty which he had been appointed to 
pursue," he stood there to take the oath, iua. . 

O ! what is worth made for, if *tla not the same, 
Thro' joy and thro' tonaent— thro' glory aud shame. 

Mf. Polk thought that the laws should be just and free from monopoly, and t'^at there war. 
nothing wrong in one man with a white skin, possessing a life le^seof tlie labor of manv 
lamilies of his fellow creatures whose .skins were more or less tir.^;ed waii bi a Ctf— no haiin iu 
buying them — selling them — separating the husband from the wiif, tie ^1? '^t l'j\>m the orother, 
the parent from the child— keeping them in poverty, misery, and brutal igaoranco, and scvcTnly 
punishing him or her who would venture to teach them to read rinu'writc— ihoro \^ is no 
monopoly in all that, nothing unjust- no, nor in aaiTuxir^ Texas, tlie patrimony of a weaker 
republic, simply because that repu'^li . .as weaker — and he invoked the aid oi Almighty God 
to enable him to preserve the Unioa, tlirou/li the continuance of this description of democratic 
justice — and had a firm reliance upon the wisdom of Omnipotence to «.id him in having everj' 
free black driven out of the new addition of the " heaven-favored land ' called Texas, aud 
slavery and a monopoly of the slave-trade upheld there, which he considered very essential '' to 
our saietv and future peace." Had the Baltimore Convention nominated Benjamin Franklin 
Butler when they pitched upon a i)ioas Tennessee lawyer, he could not have perform*^ his 
part more in character. When defending his friend Jacob Barker, in an indictment for fraud, 
Benjamin told the court and jury that the Lord, in his good providence, had watched over 
Jacob's trade and blessed it ; Jacob's occuaption, thus especially sanctified, being that of a Wall 
Street stockjobber ! I should not feci at all surprised, il it were to turn out that Benjamin, who 
sometimes penned protests and messages for Jackson aiid Van Buren, should prove to have 
been the author of this unique inaugural of James Knox Polk. It denounces (^faulters, and 
* its reputed compiler ha.s since proved his sincerity in the cause of regular accountants by cm- 
ploying in the highest pecuniary trusts the very punctual R. J. Walker, our defaulting bank 
prudent, C. W. Lawrence, with the aforesaid Benjamin and such like. It is to be doubted 
whether he had " the wisdom of Omnipotence to sustain and direct him" in these and some 
other acts of his, done after the fashion of Charles I., defender of the faith, &c., Ac When 
9«org3 in. seized the Danish fleet, and bombarded Copenhagen, the capital of hisfaitbful ally, 
in 1807, his excuse for the robber}' was, that the fleet, if he (Ud not seize it, might fall into the 
l^ands of France. President Polk finds an argumentTor the annexation of Texas, in this, that 
if the slave States did not seize upon it to be used as a negro pen, England mig^t inflaODfethe 
Texaas to do as Mexico had done crush slave-driving and slave- working there alt<wether 1 Being 
o^yself a native of Scotland, and Robert Dale Owen the annexationist, an EngBshman, I be^ 
that my humble strictures upon President Polk's piety and politics may be taken as a soit ot 
set off against the powerful narangues and steady votes of the Indiana philosopher, in iavor of 
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fiouiCom By jrefineiiee to tho iimMrffnl corre ip oiidencei it will be lectt ibl 
Samuel Swertwoot, who wae ea active canfaner for Jackson, in New Jeney, 
as early as 1823, expended Ittfe sums in Teican linds, sent settlers there, kept 
up a cozre^KMidenoe with Hooslon and the Texan malcontents, and with M^ 
Neville, an old associate of Burr's, interested himself deeply in the Texan 
trade, and was looked up to by voung Blennerhassett as a friend, and 
the friend of his father. Swartwout^ connection with Burr, Blennerhassett, 
and the attempt on Mexico^ in 1805-^, is matter of history. As an illa»> 
tration of the l^e and times of Van Buren, and showing what his course hss 
been, I haye appended as a note,* a brief sketch of the origin and progress <^ 

increasing the domain of htmun bondage and sofiering in the Sooth, m a means of decreasinif 
it in the rCordi— end who ccRisoles " his ezBeUency" by the assurance that " Slavery, like 
Bdbnarchy, is a temporary evil, which will disappear wliiBa it becomes conmieicially unprofi- 
table I** or in other words, that Mr. Polk will discontinue selling his Tennessee negroes when 
he can find no one to buy them from him 1 ! The Pn»ident's well-written message to Con- 
giefls, when the^ met last, would be amnaing, were it not a burlesque upon the jgreat principles 
of the Declaration of Independence, and a practical defiance of the cardinal doctrines of that 
gtorioos manifesto, yet to be honored in more auspicious times. Am I too sanguine 1 

I hear finom youth, * Man's proqiectB daily brighten : 

Each files hri fetten surely . atlenUy : 

The Press illumines^ and the gas enli^itens; 



The alorioos steamboat qmds across the sea : 
Jknodier twenty veanL and then—and thei 
A sunbeam shall the fevdy gcnn unfold.' 



OhI I have wailed thirty yean in 1 
Enough, enou^i:— the world is all too old! 

BSRIMOEB. 

• In a Wter to Governor Claiborne, of Louisiana, dated Nov. 12, 1806, General Jacksos 
■ayi ^-.« Be on the alert, keep a watchful eye upon our General ^ilkinBon], and beware of 
an attack [on New Orleans], as well fiom our own country as Spam. You have enemies within 
your own city that may try to separate it from the Union. You know I never hazard ideas 
without gooa ground. ... Be on the alert Tour government [Louisiana], I fear, is in danger. 
I fear there are plans afoot inimical to the Union. ... I love my country and government: I 
HATE THE DONS: I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MEXICO REDUCED: but 1 will 
die in the last ditch before I would yield a foot to the Dons, or see the Union reduced." Next 
Jan. 3, Jeffisrson, who had perfect confidence in WiUdnson, wrote to him, with instructiont 
how to arrest Bun's movements, and added, << If everything from that place (Louisville) be 



lucceasfully arrested, there is nothing trom bdow that is to be feared. Be assured that Ten- 
nessee, ana particularly General Jacuon, are fhithful." 

General Jackson admits here his hatred of the Spanish in Mexico, and his earnest desire to 
see it reduced. He retained the fiiendship of Burr to the day of his death ; was his general 
asent in Tennessee in 1806 and 1807, and received laige sums of money from him for the use 
of that agency. Burr, when in Tennessee, was often at Jackson's, wbo introduced him for- 
mally at a ban in Nashville, the night before he sailed with his recruits and boats from the 
mouth of the Cumberland River, when he took with him Stokely Hays, his TJackson's) ne- 
phew. When, months after, the press and the government had noticed Burrs course, then, 
iMxt not sooner, did Jackson write to Claiborne, whose suspicions he directed ofoinst WiUcinr 
son, and nU agaifui Burr, That he had no wish to dismember this Union, I believe ; but as to 
his being firee ihnn the knowledge of Burr's plans for invading Mexico, I see no reason to 
think that 1m was sa His anxie^ to break up and dismember mat Roman Catholic country, 
appears to have continued to the last hour of his life. It was Wilkinson's letter to Jo- 
fisnon, Not. 96th, that enabled him to comprehend Burr's designs, viz., the severance of the 
Unim by the All^hany Mountains, and the conquest of Mexico. A committee in Tennes- 
aeeu n which were W; B. Lewis, John Overton, R. C. Fbster, John Shelby, Th. Claiborne, 
and ^ Miimet in 18B8 to take evidence and report on the nature of Jackson's connection with 
BuJt In General John Coffee's letter to them, August 28, he says, that Burr was in Tennes- 
see "VOL 1806 and inllSOG— that he wrote afterwards that there would be war with Spain, in 
which case Jefienon was to give him the command of an expedition against Mexico— that 
Burr fc idSL $AfiQO to JadoBon, whieh, wiUi ether flfiOfLwtte placed in his (Coilbe's) hands, to 
buii a xi muehase six boats, and layin provisions. That suspicions afterwards arose that all 
was n«t nfht, and in December, l606, the balance was handed to Burr, in Tennessee— that 
lEkQ waacnaijiedbx Jaekaonwitii ini|voper vifwi^ which hedeaied,an4 that then Jactoii 
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the dkmemberment of a weak power, by the force and fraad of a strong one. 
Tbe trulj great and good Dr. Channing, in his letter to Clay on Texas, appre- 
hended that its incorporation with the Union would prore a deep injury to these 

gave him a letter to Gov. Claiborne, and sent bis nej^w with him. Judfe WiQiams stated 
to the eommittee, that in the spring or fall of 1806. Jackson spoke to him aoout a commiisioii 
in Burr's anny, adding, " When I recollect that tne destruction of American institutions was 
the object of me Burr conq>iracy. and that General Jackson was in the possession of facts 
and circumstances which would have convicted the conspiratocs, and yet improperly with-, 
held them when summoned to Richmond to give his testimony," &c. He also wrote to Jackson 
as to what he had written, that while Burr or Adair, or both, were at Jackson's house, he (the 
general) told him (Williams') and others—" Take notice, £:entlemen, you will find that a 
division of the United States nas taken deep root ; you will find that a number of the Senate, 
and a number of the members of the House of Representatives, are deeply involved in the 
scheme." 

How often, in the history of this country, do we see anxious wishes expressed for a disso- 
lution of the Union I Burr tried to dissolve it — the men of the East, whom Adams could not 
be brought to act with, tried to dissolve it — ^the abolitionists of the East complain of it now 
— and how often have Governor McDuffie and others of South Carolina sisbed after more 
southern tanritory, as a means of ruling the Union, or splitting it up ! In tne South Caroli- 
nian of Feb. 8, 1844, 1 find McDuffio's speech in the Senate of the 19th of January, in which 
he «?nV^iq**« ih» value of this CTeat andglorious confederacy of states by dollars and cents, 
thus: — " Sir, ever since the tanff of 1828, 1 have r^arded the exporting, the slave states of 
this Union, as being practically reduced to a state of cohtUal vasudage to the numufaciwiTig 
ttata. It is a muck more oppressive state ofiribuleery deperideiice than mat which once bound us 
to Ghreat Britain. ... I can solemnly declare, as a citizen of South Carolina, that in nearly 
a quarter of a century I have never felt this government [that of the U. S.] but by its op- 

Sressions." Gk>vemor McDuffie, in 1844, hesitated not to state, in Senate, a project to 
ivide the United States iiito three confederations, and to calculate by dollars and cents the 
a^vantagtf of his scheme. Like his friend Van Buren, he was a warm supporter of Polk 
for Present ; and so were Jackson, Calhoun, and others, who, like McDuffie, considered the 
bondage of the kidnapped African the corner-stone of democratic institutions. 

InGen. Jackson's letter to G. W. Campbell, Jan. 15, 1807, he states, that on Nov. lOth, 
1806, Capt -— «— called at hLs house, and told him that the odvenLiurers Intended to divide the 
Union, " by seizing New Orleans and the Bank, shutting the port, conquering Mexico, and 
uniting the western parts of the Union to the conquered country"— that , of N Y., had 

told him so — that Imowlhg that Burr was well acquainted with , " it rushed into his 

ininH like lightning that Burr was at the head'' — ^that he wrote to Burr that he suspected him, 
and then to (Governor Claiborne, but without warning him of Burr — that Burr denied the 
charge of intending to split up me Union, but not a word is said as to invading Mexico. It 
was after this November conversation that Jackson was most intirvate witli Burr, introduced 
him at the ball, even after Jefieraon's proclamation, and sent his nephew with him, who left 
him, as he tells the committee, at the mouth of Bayou Pierre. Willis Alston sUted that Jef- 
ferson had told him that Jackson had written to him that he " bad been tendered a high com- 
mand by Burr," and had tendered his services " TO MAKE A DESCENT UPON MEXICO." 
Is it not remarkable that Jackson, though in attendance at Burr's trial before Judge MaishaO, 
was not examined 1 He promises Campbell, that " in a few weeks he would give the proof." 
When did he do it 1 ^ , 

The true course for this republic, in its dealings with Mexico, would have been, to be gene- 
rous and liberal to a people struggling for freedom, but without enough of intelligence to 
secure and maintain it in quiemess^ The independence of Mexico was acknowledged at 
Washington while she was in the midst of a revolution — and distracted with faction, harassed 
by wars with Spain and FnCnce, troubled with domestic revolts, some of them caused by 
Americans, encouraged, as 1 shall show, by official men here : who could expect that the U. S. 
commerce would not suffer injury % The Sabine river, &c., formed the western boundary of 
the Union, as settled in 1819 with Spain, and in 1828 with MeKico—yet scarcely was Jacluon 
seated in me chair of Washington, than, in August, 1829, he offered' Mexico five uullions of 
doUara for I'exas, and a«^ain, m 1835, he ordered the offer to be repeated. In 1837, Congress 
declaied Texas indepenaent, and in 1846, added that fine proviace of Mexico to the Union, as 
a new State, confimung and restoring perpetual slaverjr throughout a territory of 400,000 
square miles, from which Catholic Mexico had banished it 21 years before t 

Bir. Adams, in ids speech in Congress, April 15, 1842, speaking of the Mexican treaty of 
1838, said : " I had myself, in the negotiation of our treaty with Spain, labored to get the Rio 
.del Norte as our boundary : and I adhered to the demand till Mr. Monroe and all his cabinet 
|4lniaediMtofoci9oit,«natoiMenttotftk«thoS«l^ BsfonikMtnalbflwissigmi^UmQ^ 

) 
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states. It will not stand alone, he says, — it will involve us in European wars. 
" It will darken our future history. It will be linked by an iron necessity to 
long continued deeds 6f rapine and blood. Ages may not see the catastrophe 
of the tragedy, the first scene of which we are so ready to enact. Of all pre- 

earried byme.at tke command of Mr. Monroe, to General Jackson, who, after examining it wHk 
the map in his handy approved of the Sabine as the boundary," 

Aaron Burr, who nominated Jackson for President in 1815, was the early friend of Van 
Bui«n, the fiiend of his law teacher. Van Ness, the confederate of tlie Swartwouts, and the 
opponent of Jefferson, whom Alexander Hamilton preferrecL though of a different school in 
politics, because, as he states in his letter to O. Wofcott, of Dec. 17, 1800, Burr was " one of 
the worst men in the community," who, as president, " would be restrained by no moral scrn- 
ples," but would " employ the rogues of all parties to overrule the good men o'f all parties, and 
to prosecute obiects which wise men of every description will disapprove." Hamilton's 
patriotism kept Burr from the presidency— Burr challenged Hamilton, shot him through the 
heart, was indicted for the murder, planned his southern schemes next, became odious in the 
north, sought British aid, failed in his plans, and removed for four years to Europe. Co!. 
Duane, in the Aurora, 1808, says that " Miranda was sent to America, as was proved upon 
oath, by Dxmdas and Sir Home Popham. Burr's expedition, which was only a part of the 
scheme which Miranda was engaged in, was set on foot and paid by" Britain. Burr's papers 
went into the hands of his biographer, M. L. Davis, who, in a letter to the Courier and JEn- 
quiier, says that " No other man living, EXCEPT COLONEL WILUAMSON, OF THE 
BRITiSH ARMY, knew the extent of the [Burr's] arrangements both in England and th? 
United States, which had been made to accomplish the object. The death of the British pre- 
mier, Pitt, and it alone, defeated the enterprise." 

Aaron Burr's grandfather was a Gterman — his father, a Presbvterian minister, was bom in 
Fairfield, New England, and was the first President of New Jersey College, Nervark. His 
mother mtis a daufchter of Dr. Jonathan Edwards, of Princeton Collej^e. Burr was bom at 
Newark, N. J., Feb. 6, 1756. His father died when he was a year old, and his mother before 
he was three, leaving him heir to a fine estato. He married Mrs. Prevost, the widow of a 
British officer, in 1782, and their only child, Theodosia, married Mr. Alston, of South Caro- 
lina. Burr was called to the bar, at Albany, in 1782, was elected to the state legislature, • 
planned the Manhattan Bank charter, as a perpetual contract, and in 1790 was attorney 
general of the State. In 1791 ho declared himself to be a warm admirer of the talents, plan 
of government, and disinterestedness of the French National Assembly. The democratic 
party made him a senator of the United States for this state, and a Judge of the Supreme 
Court. In 1801, he was president of the Convention of N. Y. State to amend the Constitution, 
and became Vice President of the Union, with Jeffefson. His appearance and manners are 
said to have resembled those of iiis pupil. Van Buren. 

Some of Swartwoufs movements, as the agent and confederate of Burr, and as the settler of 
Texan lands, when Jackson's collector, are noticed in pages 83 and 84 of my Lives of Hoyt 
and Butler. In Judge Marshall's preliminary opinion, when on Burr's trial at Richmond, he 
wiys— " The conversations of Mr. Blennerhassett evince dispositions unfriendly to the Union, 
and his wrirings are obviously intended to disaffect the western people, and to excite in their 
bosoms strong prejudices against their Atlantic brethren. That the object of these writinj^ 
was to prepare the western states for a dismemberment, is apparent on the face of them, and 
was frrauently avowed by himself. In convei'sation with the Messrs. Henderson, he laid 
open a ^an for dismembering the Union, under the auspices of Mr. Burr." General Wilkin- 
son swore, that, on the 8th of October, 1806, S. Swartwout had called at his headquarters at 
Natehitocbes, with a packet from Burr, stating that 7000 men were to be levied to seize Neir 
Orieans and invade Mexico, and that " naval protection would be had. from Great Britain," 
the power which tried, eight years afterwards, to seize that city, but were met by Jackson, 
Coffee, Adair, Davczac, and Burrs other old friends, and defeated. Col. Ctishing testified 
ihat Wilkinson had shown him Bnrr's letters next morning, and they were produced in court. * 
Cushing added that Wilkinson further said, " Yes, my friend, a great number of individuals, 
oossessing wealth, popularitv, and talents, are at this moment associated for purposes inimical 
10 the government of the United States, Colonel Burr is at their head, and the young gentleman 
[ex-coUector Swartwout] who deivered vou the letter last evening, is one of his emissaries. 
The story of serving as a volunteer is only a mask." General Dayton's letter to Wilkinson 
said, " Are yoa ready— are your numerous associates ready 1 Wealth and Glory— Louisiana 
and Mexico." It would appear that Davezac was also Burr's friend in these times. Burr, on 
the trial at Richmond, asks Wilkinson, whether he had given orders for Davezac's arrest— 
and what letters directed to him, Burr, ne, W.. had taken from Pintard and Davezac 1 When 
he s'-VH him by what authority he had seized private papers, his reply was, ''Am I bound to 
i.i.; >\ cv ^ucstioas which may criminate myself?" Augoste Davezac is now on a fbreign 
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eipitate and criminal deeds, those perpetrated by nations are the most fruitful 
of misery." 

" We are a restless people, [continues this eminent philosopher,] prone to 
encroachment, impatient of the ordinary laws of progress, le^ anxious to con- 
mission; be is coura^oous; inimical to England; true to Van Buren. He was an aid to 
Jackson at New Orleans— his sister married Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, Jackson's 
»amd Seeretary of State. 

General Jonathan Dayton, of New Jerse}*, was indicted for treason, and, says the Baltimore 
American, " The Attorney tVn- the United States had no doubt tliai Davion was leagued in the 

E* conspiracy]" but on the 15cli of September, 1H07, Dayton was discharged, [h liiis ilie 
who, in 1797, aided in framing the U. S. coavtitiition, and was SpeakiT uf the II. of R. 
^?re»*, far Cmr years ?] On the 1st of September, lftC4, we find a Jackson meeting held 
in New- York — Col. Swartwont, chairman, Aaron Ogden Da>ton, secreiar>'. Whether "the 
scramble for plunder** dcvribed by Swartwoat to Hoji, realized the apprehensions of Hamilton, 
of a president who would "employ the rogues of all parties," the reader of Van Ruren's and 
Batler^s liv&s must judge for himself. Swartwoui, and others, seem U) have had tliat appreheu- 
•Ion. WaJi tbe Frank Ogden, whose appointment to the ^^,000 a year, or at least very riHi 
olfice of the Consulate to Liverpool, drove poor CoddingUm to the veiy verge of revolt, (see pa«re 
9t3,) one of these New-Jersey Ogdens, who«e names were avsociaied with Suit's and Jackson's 
in the romanifc adventures of 18UG-7 1 

** The seftlemcnt of Texas," says Theodore Sedg^vick, (as Veto, in the New- York Evening 
Pott,) ** began in land speculation ; it was marked in its course by abominable frauds, and one 
of the great causes of dissatisfaction was the absolute prohibition of negro slavery'. The Hvi^t 
settlers of Texas, for the mere love of gain, abandoned a free ivpubHo Ibr a colonial destiny. 
Protestants, they transferred themselves to catholic rale. The Texans [from the United StaioK] 
most have been insane, if, on entering Mexico, they K-^ked for an adniiniscraiion as }hnlttes> 
as that under which they hn/l lived. They might with equal reason have planie<i tiKMUNeivts 
in Russia, and then have unfurled ihe banner of independe/ice near the tliroiu* ut theCza]-. !)i.- 
caose denied the immunities of their native land." The Union gives an account of the < :oii< 
vention lo frame a Constitution for Texa^, consisting of one Texan, three Xew-Englandcr- , 
oas Englishman, three from Ohio and Pennsylvania, and all the others (titty-(bur) from the 
skve states. Fannin wrote from the Alamo, just betore its capture ,'' In my'last, 1 informed 
yoQ that 1 oould find but .some half a dozen citizens in my ranks, and I regret to say that it is 
yet the case." 

Dr. Chaaning, in his letter on Texas, addres.<^d, in IKW, to Henry Clay, truly remarks, that 
T^xas was not conquered by its colonists — that in tlie army of eight hundred who took «anta 
iaaa prisoner, not more than h&y were citizens of Texas — the rest wer^ .^elfish adventurers 
from this Union. That land speculators, .slave-holders, and such men as tJicse, were among 
dto foremost to proclaim independence ; and tliat Yankee speculators introduced slaver}' in 
tlwse fair lands, from which the countn'^men of Cortez and Pizarro had expelled it. Mex- 
ico^ it the moment of throwing off the Spanish yoke, gave a noble (e>itimony of her loyalty to 
ffee principles, bv decjeeing, * that no person thereatler shoukl be born a slave, or introduced 
>0 Boch into the Mexican states; that all slaves then heki, should receive .otipulated ^n-agcs, and 
b^ subject to no punishment but on trial and judgment by the magistrate.' The subsequent 
Mof the gOTemmeat carried out fully these constitutional provisions. It is matter of deep 
ffrief and humiliatioB, that the emigrants from this country-, whilst boasting of superior civil- 
''Mioa, refuted to siicond this honorable policy, intended to set limits to one of the greatest 
HJeial evils. Slaves were brought into Texas, with their masters, from the neighboring states 
CI this etmntry. One mode of evading the laws was, to introduce slaves under formal inden- 
^M for kmg ptriods— in some cases, it is said, for ninety-nine years. By a decree of the 
BHie Legislature of Coahulla and Texas, all indentures for a longer period taan ten years were 
junnUled, and protision was made ibr the freedom of children bom diuing this apprenticeship. 
This settled, inTineU)le purpose of Mexico to exclude slaverv from her limit*, creatai as strong 
jMWpase to aanihAate her authority in Texas. By this prohibition, Texas was effecmaJly 
gpy a^inwt emigrahioii from the soothem and western portions of this country ; and it is well 
™own that tiie eyes of the sooth and west had Ibr some time been mmed to this province, as a 
Jew ■aarket for slaves, as a new fieki for slave-labor, and as a vast accession of political power 
to the slavehokltng states. That such views were prevalent, we know ; for, nefarious as they 
SR, they fcQiid their way lato the pabUc prints. The project of dismembering a neighboring 
reniMie, that slaveholders aid slaves might overspread a region which had been consecrated to 
a free population, was discuaswl in newspapers as cooUy as if it were a matter of obvious right, 
•i^anq«eetlMiaWehmnaaity.'» r-r j 

I^ve never hesitated to believe, that Van Btuen, in his Texas letter, written before the Bal- 
"new selection, was as little im]^Ued by manly principle as I have shown him to have been 
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solidate and perfect, than to extend our institutions, more ambitious of spreading 
ourselves over a wide space, than of diffusing beauty and fruiifulness over a 
narrow field. We boast of our rapid growth, forgetting that, throughout nature, 
noble growths are slow. Our people throw themselves beyond the bounds of 



in other important acts of his life. On the 16th of October, 1829, when Secietaiy to JadoKm, 
he addressed a long leuer to Anthony Butler, the United Slates Chai]^ in Mexico, conlaintng 
the President's instructions to him as the successor of Poinsett. Van Bnren describes the oo»> 
duct of Mexico as uniriendly and undeserved, and hopes she will become sensible of the injos* 
tice she has done to this country, " her earliest and h&at friend." He says that Jackson thoittkl 
that the true interests of tliis Union would be better promoted by Mexican glory and proqienty, 
than by her depression and dis^ace — that the bearing of Jackson's govenunent had been "iib^ 
ral and magnanimous" towards the Mexicans, " while many of their citizens, volimiary exflet 
in the cause of American liberty, fought by the side of their Mexican Inemls, TO EXP£L 
FROM THIS CONTINENT THE LAST REMNANTS OF COLONIAL OPPRE& 
SION — that every step taken since, by the United Slates, has been marked by ^* benerolence 
and disinterestedness '—but til at tht Mexican government had been guilty ol " political per- 
verseness and inattention," and of " persevering injustice." This benevolence of Jackson and 
Van Buren had been evidenced in Swartwout, Houston, Poinaett, and others, stijTing up ctrife 
in Mexico ; and by asking Mexico to sell some 400,000 square miles of her tenilor/ for the 
nse of the slave-holders, because she was poor — and this, too, for a pecuniary coosideratioii t 
Van Biu-cn tells Mexico that she is ** shut out from almost all communication with the aea- 
board," and then complains of the '* abortive attempts to negotiaie with" hei^-the main object of 
the negotiation being to deprive her of the very domain which communicates with the aea, by 
hectoring, bullying, and menacing her. Dr. Mayo's comments on Van Buren, in his " £i^ 
Years in Washington," touQh this sore point skiuully. " The idea of military invasion of the 
Mexican territory has never entered into the imagination of the United States, nor, is it belieTCd, 
of any one of thci r citizens." How loDg after that vas it to the time when Jackson andhis paiQr 
ordered Gen. Gaines to invade* Mexico, in the midst of peace, and the General addressed llie 
ex-minister, Poinsett : " if 1 am permitted to make an arrangement in accordance with the €»»• 
going sut^^'csiions, 1 feel coniident that 1 can thereby obtain, and call to the fiontier, READY 
FOR AN ACTIVE CAMPAIGN TO THE CITY OF MEXICO, from fifty to one hondrad 
ihou.sand fu-st rate men, for the most part mounted, before tlie first day of October next, the time 
they should march w estward from tlie Sabine V* One woukl think that Van Buren believed 
he had in hand a secon<i edition of the Peter Allen case, of 1816, in which his confede- 
rates in tiie le^'^islature, voted in tiie appointing power of the slate, by a fiiise majority of one, 
knowing it to 1<q so; and then, by tlie virtue of their oaths, placed this majority of one into the 
hands of their defrauded opponents. Tlie hostile movements of savage tribes was given as one 
reason fur tlie '' benevolt nt and disintei^ested" invasion by Gaines. And who set on these 
tribes 1 What Governor of Tennefwee was it that left his wife and while family, to marry the 
daughter of an Indian Chief, discaiti the robes of civilisation, turn savage, and be feady, whcm 
the revolt was matured, to head the adventurers shipped from JVew-Y'urk aad New^Orieana^ 
and who composed the dife of the army of Texas 1 

I have been a warm admirer of John C. Calhoun. His superior powers of inielleet, gittt 
experience, and real liberality in many respects, gave ground for good hope that, as So tt e uay 
of State to John Tyler, he would prove that he had a noble soul by some honest and alife 
stroke of statesmairshijj — add Texas to the Union, but not as a slave mart, nor by inwihiHj 
Mexico— and exhibit a Iceling in favor of the oppressed cUunea of soeiety, whether, white ot 
black. Mr. Calhoun had but one end and aim in accepting a seat ia the cabinei*-tbe defenet 
of the n^ro-diiver's whip, and increasing to the greatest possible extent tht aiarkflt for tluM» 
who raise slaves for sale, as we northerners raise black cattle. NoUification in 1832 flli§bt 
plead as a defence an oppressive taxation or an unequal tarifi', but Calhoun's ■tntfirmanritip, 
m 1844, exhibited a far worse sort of nullification, Uie might of the executive of the Union 
stretched to its very nunost to strengthen and consolidate the ccMnhined slave owners 4>f the 
south as THE permanent and omnipotent element of strength, the great ruling power on tkis 
continen!7with the breeding, trading and working of human bdngs, as if thev were propeny^ 
chattels, horses, asses, mules or oxen, beasts of buithen. When I read Caihoan's letter to 
King at Paris, where he tells him that the British people had paid a hundred milUons of do^ 
lars to compensate slave owners in tlie West Indies for freeing their slavss— -paid other fi% 
millions extra for sugar, tl^e product of free lahor-^paid another hundred miiliomi towards w 
suppression of the detestable system of kidnapping and selling heathen Afrioans to Chiislian 
receirerSy and that their capital, vested in tropical possessions, was at the brink of ruin, throat 
these stupendous exertions towards bringing about that mTf*^'-*" of justioe and onivtnai 
kindness foretold in the Bible— when I saw him sit down to calculate the gains of lus system 
of coercion, and try to excite ill feelings towards England in the minds of the French, to prt« 
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ciTilisatioOy and expose themselves to relapses into a semi-barbarous state, 
ooder the impulse of wild imagination, and for the name of great possessions. 
Perhaps there is no people on earth, on whom the ties of local attachment sit 
so loosely. Even the wandering tribes of Scythia are bound to one spot, the 

phecy that imfor^ving hate and deadly revenge would be the Inevitable result of a system of 
kindness and compassion towards those whom, during eighteen centuries, white men have 
treated cmelly, and talk of cheap staples gained by flogging work out of Qod's creatures, I reluc- 
tantly gave him up, as I had given up Van Buren, wiSy whom he may yet again, as he has twice 
already, coalesce. In hi» letter to Wilson Shannon, his cnvoy-EXTRAORDLN ARY, as he surely 
was, he first gives as a reason for annexing Texas, that Mexico was not trying to recover it — and 
next, that it would be altogether nuU apropos, and oulte offensive to this Union, were Mexico 
to try to recover Texas while annexation was penolng ! Calhoun was the first who made me 
ashamed of the part I had taken in Canada, i had endeavored, as it seemed, to place Canada 
in the hands of the slaveholder, in order that no place of refuge might remain m the land of 
Jefiferson and Franklin, for an oppressed race, on this side the grave — and this, too, while 
catholic MEXICO and protesiant Britain— the methodist, bjiptist, episcopalian, qiiaker, Ro- 
man catholic, independent and presbjrterian of England and Ireland were cheerfully submit- 
ting to enormous taxation and great privations to raise the African in the scale of civilisation ! 
The Ex-Gk>vemor of free Ohio, His Excellency Wilson Shannon, to wit, cut a most deplora- 
ble fiorure in Mexico. Senor Rejon, the Mexican minister, told him, Oc^. 31, 1844, that " in 
the (fcclaration and act of independence of Texas, those who figured as the leaders were 
almost all from the United States, as were also the general and others who composed the 
army that fought under the standard of Texas in the battle of San Jacinto ; and in many 
parts of the United States meetings were held publicly to provide, and they did actually pro- 
vide, men, arms, ammunition, and other warlike stores. It has since clearly appe^ured that the 
point aimed at was to separate that rich and extensive territory fro;n the power of its Intimate 
sovereign in order to annex it to the United States ; a measure of policy which, as it is ex- 
pressly said in the note of his Excellency Mr. Shannon, ' HAS BEEN LONG CHERISHED. 
AND BELIEVED INDISPENSABLE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE 
UNITED STATES, AND WHICH, FOR THESE REASONS, HAS BEEN INVARIA- 
BLY PURSUED BY ALL PARTIES OF THAT REPUBLIC, AND BY ALL ADMINIS- 
TRATIONS FOR THE LAST TWENTY YEARS.' " 

What a confession ! Does it not show, asked Rejon, " that the declaration of independence 
by Texas, and the demand of its annexation to the United States, are the work of the govern- 
ment of the citizens of the latter, being interested in making this acquisition, which they have 
considered, for the last twenty years, indispensable for the safety and welfare of their republic 1" 
" The citizens of the United States who proclaimed the annexation of Tex&<t, with the excep- 
tion, perhaps, of the first colonists, went there, not to remain subject to the Mexican Republic, 
but to annex it to their country ; strengthening, by these means, the peculiar institutions of 
the southern states, and opening a new field for the execrable system of negro slavery." " If 
[the U. S.] a.spires 1^ fina more land to stain with the slavery of an unlucky branch of the 
human family, [Mexico] strives, by preserving what is its own, to diminish the aliment which 
the former desires for so detestable a traflic." 

I am no abolitionist — ^that is, I would not compel, or attempt to coerce states or nations who 
encourage domestic slavery, to change their policy — though i might reason witii them if per- 
mitted — but I cannot forego the pleasure of condemning the avarice which seeks Texas as a 
monopoly market lor the slaves her planters breed for traffic. Benjamin Lundy tells us, that 
" In the Virginia Convention of 18*29, Judge Upshur, of the Superior Court, observed, in a 
speech of considerable length, that if Texas should be obtained, which he strongly desired, it 
would raise the price of slaves, and be a great advantage to the slaveholders in that state. Mr. 
Qholson also stated, in the Viiiginia Assembly, in the year 1832, that tlie price of slaves fell 
twenty-five per cent, within two hours after tlie news was received of the nonimportation act 
which was passed by the legislature of Louisiana. Yet he believed the acquisition of Texas 
would raise their price fifty per cent, at least." 

Calhoun is frank — he has nothing of the fox or weasel in him, as he said of Van Buren 
cmc3, and might have added of Buder also. I like him for that. Injrtead of taking Murphy, our 
Texan diplomatist's hint, not to " offend our fanatical brethren of the north— talk about civil, 
political, and religious libertv, say nothing about abolition— this will be found the safest issue to 
^0 before the world with" — instead of cant and h3rpocrisy he plainly tells Pakenham, the tng- 
Ish envoy, in his capacity of secretary for the republic, April 18, 1844, that " that which is 

CALLED SLAVERY 18 IN REALITY A POLITICAL IMSTITUTION ESSENTIAL TO THE PEACE, BAPBTV AND 

PROSPERITY OP THOSE STATES IN WHICH fT sxMTi." In Other woids, TexRs is annexed, in order 
that the bondage of the African race may be made perpetual. Can this be the language, this 
the policyi Una the judgment of the first free govenunent in the world 1 If not, wherein do 
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craves of their fathers ; but the homes and graves of our fathers detain as feebly. 
The known and familiar is often abandoned for the distant and untrodden ; and 
sometimes the untrodden is not the less eagerly desired because belonging to 
others!. We owe this spirit, in a measure, to our descent from men, who left 
the old world for the new, the seals of ancient cultivation for a wilderness, and 
who advanced by driving before them the old occupants of the soil. To this 
spirit we have sacrificed justice and humanity, and through its ascendency, the 
records of this young nation are stained with atrocities, at which communities 
grown grey in corruption might blush." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Farewell to the land where in childhood I wandered, 
In vain is she mighty, in vain is she brave ; 
Unblest is the blood that for tyrants is souandered, 
And fame has no wreath for the brow or the slave. 

A thorn in the/oca. — Van Buren and Crawford opposed to naivraHzed citizem. — 
Governor Marcy, — llie Bambera. — W,H, Crawford, — Coleman, — Dr. Cooper 
on the Injustice of the Native Principle, — Polk — Langtree and O^SulHvan. — 
John Knox. — Who united Church and State? — Rtrfus King. — On Indian 
Marriages. — M^Lane on Van Buren. — Van Buren on Jackson, — Van Buren in 
IL S. Senate, 

Courteous reader, had you ever a thorn m your foot \ A thorn in the foot 
affords an excellent illustration of the pain and trouble w^hich a very small 
foreign substance may give when in a hostile position in the human system. Is 
it the part of wisdom for any party in the Union to enrol among its principles 
the political proscription of foreigners 1 In a commercial country there always 

Polk and Walker differ from Upshur and Calhddn ? " There shall be a firm, irtviolahle and 
nniversal peace, and a true and si.vckre frikndship between the United States of America 
and the United Mexican States.'' Peace, truth, friendship and sincerity are not now so well 
understood at Washinprton as it is hoped they will be hereafter. 

" Whv cannot we rise to noble conceptions of our destinv ?" asks Channing: of Clay. 
" Why clo we not feel tliat our wojk as a nation is, to carrv treedoni, rclit^ion, science, and a 
nobler firm ol human nature over this continent ; and why do we not renieiiil>cr, that to diffuse 
these blcssiiiifs wc rnust first cherish them in our own borders ; and tluil Ji hatever deerly and 
permanently corrupts us will make our spreading inilueucc a curse, not blessing, to this new 
world? Public \\W appeals to the noblest, as well as basest principles of human nature. It 
holds up for pursuit Enduring fame, as well as the notoriety of tlie pas.sin^ hour. B\' givira: 
opportunities uf acting on ihe vast and i)ermanent intere.-»Ls "of a nation, it often creates a deep 
sen.se of responsibility, and a generous self-oblivion. I have too much faith in human nature 
to distrust tne iniluence of great truths and high motives on any class of men, especially on 
men of commanding intelligence. There is a congeniality between vast pviwcrs of tho'iigltt 
and din^nity of purpose. None are so capable of sacrificing themselves as tliose who h^ve 
most to sacrifice, who, in offering tliemsclves, make the greatest offerings to humanity. AVith 
this conviction, I am not discouraged by the anticipated smiles and scoffs of those," who will 
think that in insisting uii national purity as the essential condition of freedom and greatness, I 
have preached to tLe winds. To you, Sir, rectitude is not an empty name, nor will a mea'^uie. 
Iraught with htsting corruption and sliame to your country, seem to you anything but a fe.\r- 
ful calamity." 

How often have I read this letter, and applied it to Calhoun, in the sense that its excellent 
author applied it to Clay ! I am ashamed to say that I overrated, not the clearness of his intel- 
lect, but the character of his ambition. Surely the man, who would control the republic, now 
and for ever, througli the votes of African ignorance, represented by Anglo-Saxon cupiditv on 
Jie fl;X)r of Confess — who would place the intelligent " freemen ol' the north at the mercy ot 
the Spaniards ol Mexico, the mongrels of South America," (Or something worse,) by progressive 
ansexations and slave-breeding, will not fill a page of history as a wise statesman ! 



AMIMID CtTtSSNS. XABOY, POLlt AND TflE lUMHSBS. KEICBLE. 67 

will be Tflit numbers of foreigners, so also in a country where labor is high and 
land cheap. It is bot as it were yesterday since foreigners were among the 
bravest and trnest in two wars ; here they are ; here they will be ; whether for 
strength or for weakness ; as a shield to protect or as a thorn to goad and inflame ; 
peaceful and contented as your brothers ; intelligent, discontented, maddened, 
as yonr gibeonites, helots, slaves. I have no desire to see the Flag of the Union 
torn in two, with the stars to natives born, and the stripes to the victim of per- 
secution who has fled to your classic shores, to take refuge near the field of 
Lexington or base of Bunker Hill. Such a policy would weaken us within and 
without ; foreign nations would read our declaration in days of old when their 
aid was grateful, and despise the intolerance and hypocrisy, the greediness 
of place and power which had, in three score years, falsified the noble record. 
Hundreds of tnousands of men, able to read, reason, and reflect, would not be 
anxious to fight for a land where insult was their only portion, where they had 
only the bondsman's place to struggle for, and the exclusive privileges of a mas- 
ter class to secure to those who would fill every office, administer government 
fi>r themselves, and treat us as Polk does his negroes. Are these states not 
weak enough already, with three millions of enslaved men and women, having 
such infuriated feelings as Calhoun describes, the result of ages of oppression ? 
Would the wanton degradation of half a million or a million of men like me, 
could it be effected, strengthen those defences, to secure which some eighteen 
or twenty millions of dollars are yearly expended in time of peace 1 

fai order that we may the more clearly understand the characters of Van 
Bnren, Marcy,* Flagg, Wright, Bowne, Noah, Coleman, B^rll; Keyes, Butler, 

• W. L. Marcy, in Fehniary, 1838, handed over the brothers Bamlxyr, farmers from the 
noith of Ireland, and citizens, nine or ten years resident hen^ for trial on a political char^ of 
miurder, to Buchanan the Engli.<(h Consul. This he did in tiie leetii of the law. Judge Bradv, 
speaking of the Bambeni, mentions that they were Presbyterians — old Mr. H. a United Irish- 
man—and adds: " I waited on the Governor — ^produced papers which, if properly considered, 
should obliterate every feature of the offence for which they were d4X)med U) Ire sacrificed, if 
delivered to the ready executioners of a corrupt Government. The Ext»cutivc [Marcy], stern 
iod inexorable, refused to mat their freedom." When the Senate of Haniburir, a corrupt and 
cringing body gave up Blackwell and Tandy to the Briti.sh,they excused themsoh os to Napileon 
«i beinr weak. Hi« reply was thi.*— " Coura^ and \-irtue are the preservers of stat<'s — 
wwMtHce and crime are their ruin. You have violated the laws of hospitality — a thing which 
never happened among the most savage hordes of the desert. Your lellow^iii/enH will li»r 
ever reproach vou with it. The two unfortunate men die with glory — hut their bliKJci will 
Winif more evil upon their persecutors than it would be in the power of an annv to dc. If 
weak, had you not the resource of weak States 1 Could ikm tuit have let thi m ist.apc '/" 

Governor Marcy was formerly editor and proprietor ot the Troy Budget. It \vas after^virdi 
Published for the partv by John'W. Kemble, whom the lenders at Albany ordered to be run 
«r fftate senator, ana afterwards used him as their tcwl. Kemble joined Bi^ho]), another 
gambling senator, and E^moiuis, the Van Buren leader in the senate, in ccriaiu stu-kjobbing 
traasactioBs ; and Kemble and Bishop united with Barstow, a bank cashier, in secretly using 
the funds of his bank *^ to ripen a combination" by which the stcx*ks of certain railroads would 
yieW an unlawful profit Their plot miscarried— Young moved to expel Bisliop and Kemble 
wom the Senate — Kemble ivsigned — and Charles L. Livingston, whose epistles to Hovts|)eak 
fi>r theoMelves in this volume, vt>ted that Bishop was " guilty of moral and oHicial miw?on- 
<l«ct," but refused to send him hack to his constituents for their opinion on that cunduct. 
Young and Van Schaick then verj' properly resigned, and left tlie Senate. Kemble 's language 
in the Trov Budget of 1834, shows that he held the same opinions as Van Buren and Marcy. 

l^roM ike Ttirtf Budi^t.}—^' To he frank, 1 shall be heartily glad when the election is over. 
To have the dirty whisky-* willing Iri.sh thrusting themselves" every hour between the ' wind 
and my nobility,' slobbering over me in every comer of our city, is more than I can endure, or 
my nomach bear, without the aid of disinlecting agents. If our ca.se is to rest ujx)n these 
varmin for suooess, much as I desire it. I shall rejoice to witness its overthrow." 

When the people threw Marcy off, Polk and Van Buren took him up. The former saved him 
irom ruin in 1845, and the latter in 1829. Bancroft's dislike to the Catholics was one of his 
chief raeommeodatioiw to Polk's favor. 
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Jacob Barker, Croswell, Skinner, Cambrelen^, and (he leading supporters of 
Crawford and the U.S. Bank, in 1S24, it will Be necessary to look into the piia- 
ciples and general character of Crawford. The reader will find that he was 
avowedly the champion of what is now called the native party, ever hostile to 
the claims of the persecuted from other lands who seek equal rights and equal 
laws in America. His hatred to persons of foreign birth^ to whom Cliaton was 
ever friendly, endeared him to Croswell, Van Buren, Wright, Butler and Skin- 
ner, insomuch that the Albany Argus* opposed Monroe, and was friendly to 
Crawford in 1816, \<hile Clinton refused to be a candidate in opposition to 
Monroe, in whose favor his influence was exerted. 

Crawford, in 1816, all but defeated Monroe in the congressional caucus as a 
candidate for the Presidency ; but his nativeism, his hatred to forejgn-bom 
citizens turned the scale in favor of Monroe. In Nov., 1824, he came within 
two or three votes in the legislature, of getting the whole thirty-five presiden- 
tial votes rfN. Y. ; but here again his intolerance turned the scale afi;ainst him. 
Had he got the vote of N. Y., the name of J. Q. Adams could not have been 
sent to the House of Representatives, so that he could not have been President. 
Van Buren was served in Baltimore, in 1844, as Crawford had been twenty ye«fs 
before ; but in the 1844« case, there was a secret understanding. 

Among other eminent citizens who felt insulted by Crawford^s ill-timed 
sentiments, the celebrated jurist, Judge Cooper, of S, C. (then of Pa.), addressed 
several letters to Mr. Madison, over the signature of Americus, through t^e 
Democratic Press, in April, IS 16, from which the following are extracts : 

" Mr. Crawford, a schoolmaster in Albemarle comity, Virginia, conceiving it more for bis 
interest to choose some new profession, and some new theatre of action, removed to one of the 
boundary coimties of the btatc of Georgia, as a comity court lawyer. In such a situation, a man 
of tolerable education, manners and conduct, finds it no difiicult task to become conspicuous 
among frontier scitlfrs. In due time he was sent to Congress, and then, by that kind of dexte- 
rous management which men of moderate talents are not unfrequently well qualified to pursue, 
he acquired influence enough to be sent as ambassador to France."t 



* The Albany Argu.% SepL, 1834. tells as that Wmiam H. Ciawfotd wu bom in Viifiniat 94ch Vth, vm*- 
the son o( ii In borer— eiiiipnited tu (jeorpa at the age of 14— followed the plow CUl SI — tbea turoed 111110111— ■ 
t«r, and finally set up bit.siness as n lawyer. At a meeting of the young men of Augtuta, Ga., July S, 17W, ap 
address was voted to President Adams, expressing full confidence In his admtniitration, and agredng to sm- 
tain it Crawford was on the coumiiitee who reported this addren, which ho nnctioned. la 1010 
he voted against increnxing the navy, bat the war changed hii Views. Ho fbaght sevcml dvela, Ibobo 
of which he shot Pclor L, Van Alen, a native of N. Y., and Solicitor General of Ga^ dead, and In Ibo 
other was wounded by (ieneral Tlarke. In Jan., m08, in the U. S. Senate, he opposed Jeflerton's embargo 
bill, but in 9 or 10 months changed his mind. It was to his credit that he rose from the station of a laborer to 
that of eongres.«man— sat in the V. H Senate— became a minister of state — was sent ont to Franco as amtissia 
dor— and was thought uurthy of l>einu a ranilidate for the chair of Washing loo— if his cowse was nanly and 
honorable. Timt ii w:i:< not a who one for the Union, the files of the Aurora, edited by the elder Dnane, and Mr. 
]>Hila.t' ridmis«<ions ul)un();inily !<hnw. The evidences of corruption and rottenness in the financial department, 
which " a Native of Virginia " oxiiihited to the public, may be found on the flies of the Evening Post— yet we 
find William Coleman, the leading federal editor in N. Y^ in bis paper of Nov. 2, lfl24, exclaiming, '*! glvnUa 
(Cmwfurd) a decided preference, heartily, cheerfully, and with the full approbation of my deliberate JodgUMnt.** 

Coleman had been the h< w partner of Burr, but went rnund to Ilarailton and the federalists, who estabUshed 
him in IKll. a<( (he lir>t editor of tlie N. Y. Evening Post, In which situation he was cont»picnoas for his abase 
of Clinton, Kiiimet. >Ii Neven, and the United Irish. In 1807 he Ihas speaks:—*' Intolerable insult! must the 
asscrtors nf Anierira'H riphUi be confounded with the assassins of Wiclclow moontalns? must thn American 
revolutioB bestow on every anarrhi't and public disturber (alluding to Emmet, McNeven. and their Atondl] 
the right to claim America for his home and Americans for his kindred ? The attempt to show a relatioashtp 
between United Irishmen and Americans is as impudent and detestable as it is insidions. Is New York to be 
governed by Do Witt CIniion for ib< bashaw, aided by Thomas Addis Kounet and his Janissaries 1 Is New York 
to he put into the handi of United Irishmen and roaKioNKRS ? If it is CO be rescued from this ftle ItnMst b* 
fry the hnnds and by the hearts of honest JImfricans.'* When I come 'to slate Crawford's qQalificatiooa a little 
more f>illy, no one will wonder that Van Buren, Coleman, Wright, Cambreteng, Noah, Flagg, and BiHler 
trampled on the people's dearest ri|»lits in the hope of securing to him the presidency. 

t Judge Coojer also i>t:.tis, that Crawf4»rd could notepcak a word of French, but stalked abont the dmwtaf- 
room- of Tiiris nii:ihle I'l {L<^k a qutsiion or give a reply, ilis papers were lufomAtl, and Talleyrand did biiiincBS 
with D B. Warden, the American Consul, a learned Irishman, [who lately died in France, a member of the Jn- 
sUiute,] till the nii^tak«! wns rectified at Washington. Crawford was piqued without cause, and turned WardM 
out of ofRce wiLboiit authority, to the anno.wuice and injury of the merehanis ofPhUadelpliia and New Terk. On 
his (Qrawford's) ntum to WaT^hingum. Monro«^s enemies, and the enemies of liberal foreipi chliens, flocked to his 
standard, as the opponent of Monn»e for the presidency. " Tbhi man,*' snys Cooper, ** may be secretarvoT war» bnt 
he will If nvia be the people's president/* He was right America has an honest snd true heart, and Ciawtad bad 
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"SoppoM [continaei Cooper] Mr. Cnwntfl were to «&y ts General Denrbom onoe mid to a cilizim bora 



Dl who has astabUfthed two of the largest aad most succeasriil manarariohes in our country, * Rat, nir 
(lantb* QmmnJOf you are notan American bom.* ' Wall, sir (replied my friend), nnd what then 1 How came 
I km 1* * At an af(e when I was aUe to choose my country, om matoie conslderatkin and reflection, I camo 
fcmt <Bl>il'H>iily fton chdoe. I became a citizen npon your own termt and iin)|K>!fals— according to your coii- 
■dtattoB and laws, which gave me equal rights with yourself. 1 brought wealth, knowledge, and indoRtry with 
■e. I hnve embarkBd all my fortune in yonr country ; I hnvn deiiborateiy risked my happiness, and that of 
■T wUh and chUdreo, upon the same Gtiance with yourself. I have renounced former connections to become one 
or you. I have made sacrifices to come here. I am rooted and Americanized here, and so is my family. We re- 
iided nnd consoHei on the nahirc^ and, jnenonnoiog every other, have chosen thi& as our coun try. How cems 



70Okm%l Not by choice, but by chance; without vour own knowledge, exertion, or consent, you found 
TOuaolf here, because your parents chose to place yon iiare. Yonr first appearance in America was as a weali, 
MlftaM, MfunUlnv, pnlla^ dirty, naked infiuit, requiring thoasststance of others to keep you alive ; dependent 
■pen thn earn of otners for twenty years of your existence. You were born and staying in America, boca u sa 
700 eoold no« hdp It, yon have wnalned here heea—e yon knew no better, without choice, notion, or reflec- 
doa. And dp TOO oompaio yooiself, as an ^lanerican, to me V I would not like, as an American, to acknow- 
Isdgo the whole of tUs reasoning, but there is something in IL I would take the liberty, sir, if I dared take a 
Hberty with so great a man, of asking Mr. Crawford, whether General Montgomery, General Gales, General 
Lafeyano, Baron Stanbon, Baron De Kalb, OoDeral Koaklnsko, General Pulaski, General Hamilton, General St. 
dak, Goneral-Lea, and General Stewart were not foieignen \ Whether the officers and soldi(>r.i of the Penn- 
sylnnla lino were not foreigners 1 Whether our financien, Robert Morris and Alexander Hamilton, were not 
Ibielgnorst Had oar conatry any need loinpent veoelvinf , with open arms, these ruoirivas or thb old 
woniAl Doaa it boeonia a man oif yaaieidny, a man whose most distinguished act hns been the famous report 
BO«r nndar oooaidomtioi^ who it hardly known, but by the bigotiy of his sentiments, and the imprudence of 
htoeondnet; does it become such a man, who amuses himself like an idiot bny in the woods, with polling 
down a wasp*a oest about his ears ; does it become such a man to stigmatize, indirectly, these warriors and 
■SfM c^ the revoltttloB 1 1» tker^onegimm e/ esmsisn sense m Mr. Ora^ftrd^t toanton insult of ki§ eoUeagttea 
ta ^U$, Mr. DdUm and JMr. OoUatin ; and 4f mm, tiry reho ofpcinted these well-infomud and able men 7 Show 
■Mtho fnraltptr who over came Ip America, who has been or could have been guilty of such a needless,, wan- 
ioa, mischievous, mlschlef-nuiking sarcasm upon tlw whole American people, their ancestors, their coostita< 
thms, their laws and usifigee, such as Is implied snfaMuitlnlly in this brawn finale of Mr. Crawford's Indian 
wpcfti* 

I haye experienced much kindDess from the American people, and am satisfied 
that, but for the Bnalevolence of some of their rascally politicians, aided by lazy 
preachers,* who have less of Christianity in them than of jealousy of other more 

ihbwed Ml hand too early Ibr a ■neeeaiAil gnme. Tan Buren and his confedtratea showed very little sagnoity 
whan thoy followed foralglK tong yean the fortunea of Judge Crawford. 

•«lt la a dlity hM that beftntto Us own nest,*' snys Coousr. At this Umc (1816) a majority of the whole people 
of iH U. S. consiit of natives of Great Britain and Ireland, or the descendants of such. Full 9-10th8 of ihe parenta 
of the American people, in 1810, were nativea of the British domintons. Did not Crawford calumniate nioru 
half the American jwwple (of that dny), and more than O-lOths of their Immediate ancestors 1 Add also the 



, , , J of the Dopniation. Did not England well receive and cncourafre Wt-st, Cop- 

liy, Connt Bnmford, Couni Bowman, Dr. Solaiider, Mr. Plants, M. de Magellan and the Abbe Corea? rinve 
we ftve persons to the square mile T Has not England 200 7 Do we not want home manufactures 1 Where can 
lUU in the arts, sciences and manufactures nnd Improvements, in every profewon, be found (out of America) 
more than in England, Fraaee and Germany 1.. Do we not owe much to our iinmiitraiion laws, encouragbig men 
of alilll •> eone tooret Crawford had advised Americans to marry Indian sava^LH in preference to the daughters 
oCSeoaanen^Qarmaos, Enalish or Irishmen. He would have Yankee girls cnlled Mry. Splitloir, M:s. Great Buf- 
firio, Mrs. Little Turtle, Sus. Mad-dog, Mrs. Tecumseth, &c., by way of increasing social happiness on our 
nuntieiB. 

**Um. Onmiiry GrtWfold's diograoeful hubecility as ambassodor abroad, appears to have made him Kcrctary 
of wai at homo f for cou^pUng his gross, his manifest want of tftle.>nt and acquirement, bis pompous deportment, 
hb inw|ioaB vanit), bisdespotic measures while minister, his secret but not Inefficient enmity to vourMlf [Mr. Madi- 
son) and Mr. Monrac, and to the wishes of the republican party, joined to his doublc-fBC4>d conduct on the late 
wnnilaation of a future president to succeed you»«lf-^ioAat qualijieation has this man ? Is there one person in 
tha coaoliy in the least conversant with the characters and conduct of American policicianSf who does not know 



would not have done this.' 

« Thoqgfh an admirer of the bold nnd dauntless Scottish reformer , Knox, I am not preju- 
diced against Other sects. M'Crfe got more praise for his life of that eminent man thaji his 
work Bierited It is a fact that Knox proposed, in Scotland, more than 250 years ago, in his 
second Blast, the maintenance of principles not a whit behind the glorious declaration of inde- 
pendence, in 1776. Moreover, he wan, like me, many years a banished man, or outlaw from 
Ai* natiTe Scotland* There I can sympathize with him. Eyen England was shut against him 
by Ctneen Elizabeth on account of Ms first Blast. Dr. Johnson, the reyiler of the American 
RetcAotten, calls Knox " the roffian of the Reformation," but he never sanctioned that union 
of chinch and State which made a king or queen the spiritual head of both. " We find [says 
Dr. C. Pise] that no Catholic goyemment ever united the King and the Church, making the 
Kiilg head of both Church and Sute. No. This was the effect of the liberty, as it is so 
tsnned, of the Reformation ; for we find that after that event, Prussia, Sweden, Denmark, 
Holland, snd England established this connection, and made the temporal sovereign at the 
mat time their spiritual ruler ; the King in these countries, or the dueen as it may be, being 
the head of govermnent both temporal and BmrituaL Rome has opened her gates even to the 
Jews. Rome has giyenptolQcticoteiiMiiiifortimate captives of Judea^^^ WhenVanBiiren 
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active priesthoods, the ill-will expressed towards our brethren from Canadfty 
Europe, &c. , would be unknown. Well might Greeley say, in his whig almaoae 
for 1845, " Native Americanism struck us a hard blow. * • • Mr, Polk, on 
■ this single question gained more than enough votes in the state of N. Y. to elect 
him.'' Nativeism killed off John Adams's administration, and assisied in under- 
mining that bold, intelligent, and powerful parly, the federalists ; it turned the 
scale against Crawford in 181(3 and* 1824; a professed hatred of it, which, it is 
evident he did not feel, as I haver shown in another place, secured to Polk an 
honor of which 1 think he has proved himself, thus far, not the moat worthy. 

was Presiilent, the Rouian Catholic paper of N. Y., The Truth TOler, by William Demaan, 
thus censured his intolerance. '* What do we find during the Presidential contest 1 It was 
d*»cme(l by some person in one of the Western States, impoitant to inquire whether Mr. Vaa 
Buren wa.s a Catholic or not, and to this inquiry a reply was given tkat he wta in ike habit 
o/vUUing several churches, but that he HAD NEVER YET EINTERED A CATHOUC 
CHAPEL. There was something in the reply well calculated to deeply wound the pride and 
l'eeliug%> of those who had been educated in that i'aith. It seemed as if the Catholic Church had 
been avoided as a pestilence and a lazar hoase. The whole of the adminlstnUion presses pub- 
lished the conxrspondeiice witli exultation. Not only has the administration avoided taking up 
the d(*feiicc of their prsecuted friends, but has actually added insult to injury. It placed Mr. 
Ban<'roll, the open loc and reviler of Catholics, in office, as if to try how iar their endurance 
would submit After Guv. Mari'y had committed a fatal error, in smrendering the Bambers. 
and had made himself obnoxious to adopted citizens— what did the leaders of me party 1 Did 
they place another democrat in nomination tor his place 1 No. He was put torth and was to 
have Vt»n crammed doi^Ti the throats of the rebellious Irish. Their wishes or dislikes were 
not to be considered." 

Jud?e Irving (brother of Washington Irving) in his oration before the Tammany Society, 
May r2, 1810, offered the Ibllowing philosophical remarks against inlolerance. 

" Xr> error iia.s Ijecn more produ<:ti ve of htunan misery, than that which in naost coantries has 
placed its religious, under the control of its civil institutions. There is no such thing as bend- 
ing conscience — its texture is not malleable— it cannot be cooled and wanned at pleasure to dif- 
ferent degrees of temperature. The most valuable members oi a community are those who are 
in heart zcaloussly attached, and .scrupulously obedient, to their religions tenets. Among those 
are we to look lor patient industry, strict frugality, correctness of morals, and regularity of life. 
Here arc wc to search for that honesty ingrafted on religion, which teaches the fulfiiment of 
individual contracts, the preservation of order, the reverence of law, and the sacred allegiance 
due to om' country. The nation that wars against any moral sect, whatever may be its 

CAST, WAl'.M AGAINST ITS OWN PROSPERITY, AND SAPS THE FOUNDATIONS OP ITS STRENGTH." 

* Kntus King, though a federalist, and no friend to Ffench politics or the Irish revolt, in 1796, was inppmrted 
liy Vhii Buren otieaer'thao once fur ilio highest offices, becauM of his dislike to forelfniert, Van Bnien. BmiC, 
and Young were Kinif'« leading bU)>porten for the fiflice of Senator to the U. 8. in 1889, and he was m-eleeiad 

almost unnaimousty, Clarkson Croluu, of H. Y.,GomeiiQS Heney, of Brooklyn, and Hunter, exeepled, 

although the same party the year liefure had choaftu to let the state gn wiibont a Aill refiresentetion latber 
than appoint him. Mr. King was the federal senator for the state la 1789. In 1813, be was elected U. S. 
t^nntiir, &^ U) 61 voien for Gen. J. W. Wilkin, republican. I*hl8 was Van Bur«n*s act, for his party had the ma^ 
jority in senate. In I81fi, Itofus King was the federal candidate for President. He supported the warelftctn- 
ally towmU iu> close, and was a steady opponent of the eitensicm of slavery la Mlssmul. Vaa Borea, wbea 
canvassing for King in IHIU, thus wrote to a ftiend : 

'' I should s(»rely regret to And any flagging oo the subject of Mr. King. We are eominitted to his support. 
It is both wise and honest, and we must have no fluttering in our course. Mr. King's views towards us are 
honorable and correct The Missouri question conceals, so far as he is concerned, no plot, and we sbaU give 
u a true direction. You know what the feelings and views of our Mends were when I saw you ; and ycm 
know what we then concluded to do. My * (Jonsiderations/ fcc., and the aspect of the AllMiny Argus, will 
i-huw you tliNt we have entered on the work In earnest. We cannot, therefofB» look back. I^et us nut, thero- 
fure. hHve any hsiiing. 1 will put uiy head on its pnipriety." 

In lcr:24. KuAih King Uwk a truly republican stand in the Senate, against Crawford and the central caucus Wi 
—Vhii Bun^n and hi« confederates were nflfbnded. and on the 7th of Jan., 1838, Mr. King declined a re-electien, 
fur he knrw be could not be returned. His sons went with Adanis*8 adoiinUtfadon, and soon experienced th» 
most bitter enmity from the Argus. 

I have Kjioken of" Aristideii,^ u pamphlet by W. P. Van Ness, Van Buren*s law-teacher, wlwi opposed Clia- 
tun, and xbhorred tureigners. " VnUss tke^ [the immigrants to America (him abroad, says Van Nessj mnkddim 
proprr gHl.'ordiiiati<m bp the general dcfe*tntion of Americans^ or c&ntroUed kfiaw^ the pMgvfo ^ftkis eewiCiY MUi 
jrrepare to turre^der ihiir rtghtit, and tvfffrr tkrir npinions U be rtgulmted^ not k$ tkttr 0um£0od S«ii»«, ftul l*a 
/oc defpcrate and licentious for eignerB."* He wanted the alien and seditk>n laws back agafai, and, like Vaa Ba- 
rcn bad Wright, wad a Crawfonl man in 1834, as was his brother General Vaa .Ness, the banker, Wasbinfton. 

.\iiothcr o( Vhu BurenV^ ron(iwon>, who wns many years in the state senate through his influence, and iha* 
of his C(>nf(-dcrHtp«. James Powers, of CatYkil1,thnN described foreign eltiaens, in a 4Ui of Jnly eratlon, dellv* 
f!redaillnd<4nn:—" What is the evil that has reduced ereffj repobUe to ImplgnlficMice and infiifay, to cian> 
picte rnin ? 1*he introduction of foreign dismganlscrs ; they who know no diflereace between a Xing and a 
President, between liberty and licentiousness ; who are fiimiliar with the guillotine, uid insurrections at h 
and who know of no other fear but that which the gallows inspires.** 



It is a curious coincidence, that while Crawford was thus undervaluing and 
d^pising foreign mechanics, the English courts of law were busily employed, 
punishing them by fine and imprisonment for endeavoring to emigrate to the U. S. 
Albert Gallatin, always the advocate of a National Bank^ was placed on the 
ticket with Crawford, as the candidate for Vice President, but his foreign birth 
seemed to have marred his fortune, insomuch that he had to leave the course 
before the race was over.* 

In March, 1816, at the close of that war, in which foreign born citizens — 
frotn Lawrence, who closed his eyes in death, exclaiming ^* Don't give up the 
ship!'^ to the gallant Capt. Blakely of the Wasp — and the sons of foreigners, 
from Commodore Charles Stewart to Commodore McDonough-— distinguished 
themselves among the bravest of the brave, and the truest of the true of Anie- 
rica's sons, William H. Crawford, being at that time Secretary at War, to which 
station he was called, after his European tour as Ambassador to Napoleon, gave 
vent to h\» hatred of the men of Europe in the following report to President 
Madison on Indian affairs. From that day forward, Noah, Van Buren, Wright, 
Butler, Cambreleng, Barker, and the Native faction became his friends, and 
only deserted him when hope was lost. 

" To James Madison^ President of the United Stalen .- * ♦ • 
If the system already devised has not produced all the effects which were 
expected from it, new experiments ought to be made j when every effort to 
introduce among them, [the Indian savages,] ideas of exclusive property- in 
thiogs real as wtll as personal shall fail, let intermarriages between them and 
the whites be encouraged by the Government. This cannot fail to preserve 
Ihe race, with the modifications necessary to the enjoyment of civil liberty and 
social happiness. It is believed, that the principles of humanity in this instance, 
are in harmonious concert with the true interests of the nation. It will redound 
more to the national honor to incorporate, by a humane and benevolent policy, 
the natives of our forests in the great American family of freedom, THAN TO 
RECEIVE, WITH OPEN ARMS, THE FUGITIVES OF THE OLD 
WORLD, WHETHER THEIR FLIGHT HAS BEEN THE EFFECT OF 
THEIR CRIMES OR THEIR VIRTUES. I have the honor to be, &c., 

WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD." 

We have shown the impartial reader, on the clearest evidence, that Van 
Buren, Cambreleng, Noah, Butler, Croswell, Wright and their confederates, 
trampled on the constitution, and violated the right of instruction, to place in 
Monroe's seat, in 1824, a man of a narrow, contracted mind, because he was 
prejudiced against the equal rights of our citizens of foreign birth, and the 

* Rlair, nf the VVashinstna Globe, copied tho fdllnwinK cpiisiire of Daniel Webiter, when he was Secretary of 
Stat*, from BrynnTic Cveninj; Pmi : fffow shnrp they Uitik nfter iii Eoirlish, Irish, Dutch and Scotch!] 

"The Appointment oCn. man nnmed Reynohln. an alim^ by Mr. VVcb-Htrr, ti>a place in the Uepartnicnt of state 
hus astonished Ihrwe who knrw hlni In this city. ♦ ♦ * The indrcenrv of (Aw appoinlment •/ a» alien, to a 
P<*^tin the df?p-«rtnient which lias the charpr of our foreien relation;!, will surprise tlioee who have not iilie us, 
wwd to l»c »arpr?'«ed at nnyihlns ''one by Mr. Webster." 

What could \n' more edlfylnj* than to hoc these pretended friend^4 of the stranger, almost in hysterics becMure 
onf foreigner had ohtnined a petty clerkship to copy pa|)ers ? Lingtrne and O'SulU^'an were puriaers in trade 
It Wiishltietrm. Th«>y supplied CongresM with a vast amount of stationery, chai|;inx doable what they theiii- 
v^m piM for many articles, and realising enomiotis gains. I can prove it. They were, moreover, uroprietors 
<* the Demoeratic RminB, vfhlch Andrew Jacksoo. M. Van Biirea, the Globe, and the Albany Argus, had 
imUlicly recommended, as an organ and exponent of the principles of the party. All pnrties knew that I^ng- 
tfee was th*»n an alien. When the Review failed in Washington, and Langtree had retired from it, ho c»mo 
to New York and was natnrfiUr.ed at the marine court shortly before hH death, when he had completed hi« 
piobation of five yean. lAogtiee had •xcetlent qiutlit'ies of head and heart; but why praise him and abiiM 
tlie other alien 1 
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champion of the U. S. Bank. While Rufus King, in the Convention of 1821, 
wa8^ voting for universal suffrage, without regard to property, such was Van 
Buren's hatred of the Irish, and old country people generally, that he thwarted 
King and Young — went for restriction, and declared ^^ that the character of the 
increased number of votes (in N. Y. city) would be such aii would render the 
elections rather a curse than a blessing ; which would drive from the paJls all 
sober-minded people." Clinton was kind to the Irish, and unwearied in his 
efforts to educate all classes. What has Van Buren done for education X 
Louis M'Lane,now U. S. minister at London, told a friend one day, that during 
all the time he sat with Van Buren in Jackson's cabinet, he never knew him to 
propose or take much interest in any great measure for the public good, but 
where anything was to be done by intrigue or party management, he (V. B.) 
was always the most active.* On referring to Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, 
Albany, January, 4, 1829, it will be seen that he would have avoided the 
appointment of Judge Swanton, one of the United Irishmen of '98, but as the 
city liked the Judge '^ he did not see how he could avoid the appointment. "f 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

7\do Pictvares of a PoKlician. — Van Bureuy Flayg^ Butler and Marcyy friendly 
to the U. S, Bank. — They prove its Charter Constitutional. — Crawford and 
Gallatin^s Crowning Merit, — Monroe^ Crawford, Madison, and Marshall on 
the Bank. — The Albany Argus.— Thomas Ritchie and Jil. M, Noah on Jack* 
s<m. — Van Buren on a National Bank. — The Albany Fetiiion to Biddle for 
a Bank, and Who Signed it. 

In the New York American, of AjMril, 1840, conducted by Charles King, the 
son of that same Rufus King, whom Van Buren had aided in 1813 and sup- 

* Van Burni wm appointed, by the leefstature, a Senator of the United States for N. Y., in February, 1831, and 
took his seal in thi.* U. S. Soiatc, benidc Rufns King, hifi colleague, at ihe opeiiinz of the 17ih ronfrroB, on the 
3d of December that year. He remained in the Senate til] elected fovemor or N. Y. in 18^28— and aAerwarda pre- 
sided four ycorein it, from Marcli, 1833, until March, 1837, as Vice President of tiie Rc'public. In 1^21. being 
then 9S years old, a reiddcnt in Albany, and a Senator elect at Washington, ho was chosen by Otsego county a 
doll-gale to the State Convention to amend the Constitution. 

la tite U. S. S^'nate, be supported R. M. Johnson's very popular and humane propoffilion, to abolish imprison- 
ment for debt, and gained public approbation by to doing-— Noah and other ec<itors copying his spcvches, on this 
and the electoral law, more enpecially the latter* by request through Jesse lloyt. or ai>me other fnllower. fie 
was for (^ine time chairman of the judiciary committee but his proposiiionei for improvement, like the nppoiot- 
nientofTaney and others, did little good. Hemjcms to have been for keeping the members of thi* BnprenM 
Court on the Circuits, while in this state he and liis party tteparated the nppellote Jurisdiction altogether from the 
circuit and jury business. He very Justly termed the power of impeachment, at Washington, ♦* the ^cttreerow 
of ihu constitution." In 1826. Van Buren opposed Adams's administration when it propow d to wnd commission, 
ers or agents to the congress at Panama. His arguments, and those of Presklent Polk nre not much in accoidaitca 
\vith the vhiWM of tlie latter as to non-taiterference In our day. Clinton was a great friend to internal improve- 
me.its, by tiie general government— Clay, Adams, Calhoun, Van Buren. McDume, and other men of the demo- 
cnnic party, had been so —but on the 19th of December, 1H25, Van Buren offered resolutions, declaring "that 
Congress does not powess the power to make roads and canals within the rt-spcctive states." lie had juet niRde 
the discovery, It seems, though his new light did not extend to forbid congress from voiing any number of ihoa- 
ranris of dnliars to make a harbor at Oswego, where he has a valuable property that came easy to him. If Vaa 
Buren was sure that the United States could not lawfully nuke the roadf*, how is it that ( find him voting in the 
Senate to exact foil* on the Cumberland road 7 Btmnge, indc d, that ii is unlawful to make the road Itself, and 
yei lawful to establish loli bars on it, and exact perpetual taxation, after you have made it in defiance of all law I 
Pri-sident Mnnroe kept him right In practice, for he vetoed his turnpike toll net. . ., « , ^ 

1 1 might till a volume with evidence of the heartfelt hostility to men of forci(m binh, which Van Buren and his 
confederates have tried to conceal since the advent of Jackson and demtee of Clinton. The following rztiact 
from Van Buren's letter to Oansevoort Melville, of 12th March, 1844, sounds oddly, when read with aome other 
parages in this work : ^ . » * . . , ^ 

" Driven fVt>m ill-fated Ireland and lu oppreneions, the family of Oen. Jackson sought reAige in tlds now happy 
country, where, aAer a brief season they were unhappily again subjected to the same e«ls from which thay had 
In Tafai hoped to escape. It was soon aHer their arrival and rome years beibre the commeftcemmt of the war 
which grew out of the oppressive condurt of the motiier country, that the fuinre hero and statesman was bom. 
A witness of the stirring scenes of that sanguinary contest, and to some nxient a partktpater in lu itnuries, best 
thnt early are, like his iHostrious co-nvorkcf in the |re»t eauw of JramtD rigtaia, ' fwora etciaai mut^ to vtmy 
kind of tyranny over the mind of man.* '* 

is not this the very esscBce of hypociiiy 1 
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porte4 in ^819, as U. S. Senator for New York, and who, like Solomon Soath- 
wiek, hiul iMd eHeeWtxHt neafet df aaoerlainirig Vaa J9Um^9 mie Ql|Ka«tert tW 
feUowing artide. The Albanf Arffw copied it on the 7th i^ that mopth, a^d 
replied by a* torrent of abuae against King, lor which Crosweli was prosecuted. 
1 laid aside that namber of the Argus, and xesolred to judge of the charges it 
contained^ by reference to facts only. 

[Fnm Ibft N. Y. Ainericvk--eopied iato ihe Albaoy Arcus, April 7th, 1840.] 

" Mr. Ykn Bnten is a party politieiaa meiBly. Pie hasaerer boea 9nyHung elae ; and 4o * 
him, peMmal «Qcoes% and the Buccess of lii« party, are the first consideration always. If 
*li^ happen u> coincide witb the public welfare, the two will be promoted toother : if, on the 
other hand, they should conflict, as too much they have done, the public wenkre woidd most 
assuredly be postponed or disregarded. Such has been Mr. Van Buren's past career, and than- 
is nothing lot hts character or political momlity, to oathoeizB aa expecmoti Uat ll^e lUtore 
will be acnaled by aay higher niotivet. 

" We in^ iherelbre, and we ask the attention of tlie public to this positiori, th^t the question 
of peace or war with Great Britain may,' at this moment, mainly tarn upon the ealculaiions 
which Mr. Van Buren and his friends may make, as to the chancas of his re-elactian with or ' 
withotit the aid of a war. 

*^ Wfi ARE AWARE THAT THiS HYPOTHESIS IMPUTES TO MR. VAN BUREN . 
A TOTAL ABSENCE OF MORAL PRINCIPLE, and presents him in the light Of a man ' 
ao iatenlly -bent upon his own success, as to play for It the desperate hazard of war, wkh all 
its losses, suflerings, and crime : but. we repeat, the past history of this gcntienftn iiiitifisa thu 
hvpothesk. HE HAS NO GEN-^ROtS AMBITION— NO NOBLE, DISINTERESTED, 
SELF^ACRIFICING PATRIOTIiSM— NO ENTHUSIASM FOR TRUTH AND . 
RIGHT AS SUBSTANTIVE VIRTUES. HE IS A POLITICAL CALCULATOR 
AND SCHEMER, AND NOTHING MORE. 

'* It is, therefore, not unjust to him, as we view his character, to insist, tkat if Wat wiOt^nat * 
Britain shall hold out a piDbabiHly of sostaixuBg the present ajtmiaitiratiffp ia. poweir, nor 
may be provoked." 

Southwick^s opinion of Van Buren, afler many years of person^ and political 
iatiouicy, I|p-263|1 is essentially the same; and Mr. Bryant, in 1841, placed 
the; foIlWui^ de^ription of an ex-president under the editorial head of t^e 
New York Etoenmg Po$ty as a comtnuniciitiou : 

"Mr. Van Buren HAS LITTLE MORAL PAlTH OP ANY KIND; barely enough to 
need no artificial excitation of hodv or mind. This rlefielcncy drives htm in(a an artiMal . 
code of political pradloe, in wliich De refen all swial actions to individual Jnteoests, and all ■ 
politioai actions to ccsnbinalions of those interests. HE BELIEVES FIRMLY IN THE 
force of manag^iment, or the COOL, CONSIDF.RATE, ARTFUL APPLICATION OF 
GENERAL PROPOSITIONS TO THE EXISTING TEMPER AND OPINIONS OP 
THE MASSES, as for as these can )» ascerlained, a«d WITHOUT ANY LBADiNO • 
R^ERENOE TO THEIR PROPRIETY or durability. His generalization of social phe- 
nonena never reaches so ftr as to A MORAL POWER, OR NECESSARY TRUTHin 
public opinion; but he simply drals with the collfciive opinions of men, as manifbsted by the 
representatives, or otherwise conspii^uous individuals from, or among the people, by means of 
certain easy rules analogous to addition, subtr&cti(m, nultipUcstion anddivisioa in arithmetic. - 
Hf) belongs wholly to th« prestnttiiiie, AND MAY BE SAID TO REPRESENT TKADINCr - 
OR BUSINESS POLITICS. HK IS THE VERY IMPERSONATION OP PARTY IN 
ITS STRICTEST FEATURES OF FORMAL DISCIPLINE AND EXCLUSIVE COM- ' 
BINATION. He is ceremonious, polite, reserved in maniter, very small, and extnemely Aeat 
in person.'^ 

The History of Van Buren^s connection with the United States B«ik> mA 
other institutions dealing in money, will, I think, satisfy every candid, inquiring 
mind, that he is the artful, unprincipled, political calculator, above descnbed — . 
the captain or chief of a band of hypocritical knaves, who assume the garb (^ 
democracy, and the name of patriots, the better and more effisctually to deceive, 
imnoverisfa, and injure the public. 

If the reader vnX\ turn to page 190. he will find by Van BmeD'a letter, of • 
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huomrj 91, ISSd, thai the Albany Amavaf whidi bad been in the hende of hii 
biiHher*iB-]aw, Gaatiaei was conaidered by him aa thb atronghold of his partjr, 
and that he had in it a pecuniaiy aa well aa a political interest. '^ Without a 

PAKR THUS BDITBD IN ALBANY, WB MAT UANQ OUB HABFS ON 7HB WILLOWS. 

With it, the pabty can surviyb a thousand svch oonvulsions," says Van 
Boien to Ida confederate, Jesse Hoyt ;* whom he instnicted at the same time, 
with reference to the qualifications of the new editor to be aougbt after. Leake, 
Caotine's partner, was, as Hammond tells as, ^^ in feeble health, and of aa ex- 
tremely nervous temperament ; so much so as quite unfitted him for the poUti- 
od arena of Albany ;''— but 6. F. Butler, Jesse Hoyt, John Duer, and others, 
finmajed Edwin Croswell, an editor at Gatskill, to allow himself to be nomi- 
nated in the Imslature as state printer; and a law passed the senate and 
assembly, March 31, 1823, appointing Chroswell and Leake to that lucrative 
office, which Croswell has held firom that day to this, with the exception of a 
few btief months of the term when the whigs were in the, majority ; and this 
is a proof that Van Boren's war-cry of rotation in office, is, like his other 

Klitical machinery, &lse and hypocritical, in mockery and derision of the on- 
rstanding of his countrymen. 

Hammond truly describes Croswell as -^' cool, cautious, and calculating.** 
Peruse his instructions to Noah, sent through Hoyt, No. 129, page 195, how 
to help forward Crawford, the native candidate, the minority congreasional 
osacvs candidate, the United States Bank candidate of 1824. What could be 
mere artfU and deceptive 1 B. F. Butler's epistle, perhaps ; written two days 
befofe CroswdPs, to the same person, and lor the same purpose. [No. 51, p. 
1660 

We have seen that Butler and his partner. Van Buren, with Campbell, Cros- 
well, Wright, Hoyt, Noah, Livingston, Barlrer, Lot Clark, Fiagg, Mar^, Skin- 
ner, Knower, Eaton, Van Kess, Ritchie, Forsyth, Barbour, H<Mines of Maine, 
and Cambreleng, were, in 1824, in the front rank of the supporters of W. H. 
Crawford for President, in opposition to Jackson. In the fidi of that year, just 
before the general election, a series of sketches, laudatory of Crawford, and 
advooating his superior claims to the presidency, over Clay, because, in 1811, 
and at all other times, he had defended the principle of a national bank, on the 
ground that it was both useful and constitutional, appeared in the Albimg Argu$. 

It matters little who wrote the sketches, signed Americanus, and probably 
panned by B. F. Butler, who helped Croswell in the editorial way, in these times, 
as Flaffg and Dix have done in more recent cc»tests ; their importance arises 
from the facts, that they appeared in the paper of Van Buren, his mouth-pieoe 
and propertv, and were deliberately endorsed by his editor, as being the senti- 
ments of Van Buren democracy in 1824. Here is the endorsement by the 
Aqjus ; and the editors of the National Intelligencer (always for the bank) 
eopied it, Oct. 26 ; gave it their " full concurrence,'^ and in those days announ- 
eed, thai Martin Van puren was a " veteran republican." 

[From Uw AltaBy Aigiu, Oetotor, 1804.] 
^ We askthe attaatSon of RqmUicatis to the sixth number ef the Skddus^ not becaate 



' * On« of tbe drdiutl feature! of a Democracy is rvMCttm in qMcey and tvhere a man like the Editor of Iht 
Amit, baaforelKlitaeii yeofa, we beHeve, fleaned Uie enoffmoas draet tacome of tint appolntaeat, witkoal 
w^mffrnt Ift the Mina •tfvaatafaa of bii political pottltioo, he aiiut he the beaa Ideal of ineanneai and avvioe, 
hi alteni|ichi| to ehow that he b proaeribed In hb removal. If be baa not fed hxic enouch at the poblle cilb, 
then tha daotttafe of ncallon la oSka la mere deception. Beeidet, tbe odke wiia oriflnally ob:ataied for bhn by 



em and trickery. I wa« nnmlaated by a Democraiie Ijevlalature m State Printer, but Van Baren appra- 
j that 1 would not an»wer hb nblecia and Inteatioue, eet Jeaee Hoyt and other totda at wmfc. and dafiamd 
mnaad hraa^ «p Onaweli, then edltinf a pnpar at CataklU, and he waa elecied with no other dalma than 
mere anb a ervlency to the views of hb loadrr. CrrMweiri name waa aflerwarda toeorperated In the Revtaed Lnwa 
hi Ataia Prinlir, bifeodinf to tanttt the office on him for llle7*— ^. M, JfMtk-'Jf. r. Earning St^t ISaa 
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iti((t!i6la«t,bTit teeaiue it bas intrissie worth, and, In the present postora of onr political 
aAiiB, apeculiar interest In parting with the author, and with his prodnctiooa, we can only 
awnie him, that IF UNDENIABLE AND COGENT TRUTHS, conveyed in the language 
of reason and candor, ably and clearly aa it haa been in this instance, CAN CONFIRM 
HONEST OPINIONS, or remove honest prejudices, Hu uOx^adiim of having dang fMuk in 
tkU way is As." 

I will now gnre the reader a fpeeimen of the ^^ondeiiiable and cogent tmtha" 
of Amencamu in the Albatuf Ar^ of Oct, ISM, which Messrs. Oales and 
Seaton copied on the 11th of that month ; and which are calculated, as Mr. 
Van Buren's caatioas, cool, and cakalating mouth^piece tells us, to ^^ confirm 
HONEST opinions, or remove HONEST prejudices :'' 

[Firom the Altiuy Aigiu, copied into the NfttloMd IrtalUssaeer, Get 11, IBM.] 
" It iff undoubtedly true that a majority of the republican party in the Union were [in 1811], 
ibr various reasons, opposed to a renewal of the [United States Bank] Charter ; and it is also 
probable that the opinions of those who voted in its fiivor were at variance with the sentiments 
of a majority of the nation. Foithermore, the opposition to the bank was, in a great degree^ 
political, and many firm members of the democratic party deprecated its renewal, either on 
mere party grounds, or because they viewed it as a measure fraught with pernicious conse- 
quences. All this I cheerfully admit, and surely it is aU t&at the most stubborn impartiality 
demands. On the other hand, it is not true that the opposmow to tbe bamc bill was 

EXCLUSIVELY POLITICAL, OR THAT ITS SUPPORT INVOLVED ANT DEREUCTION OF REPUBUCAN PRIN- 
CIPLES, OR ANT ABANDONMENT OP THE ADMINISTRATION. On the coutrary, the subject was con* 
nected with many grave questions of constitutioiial taw and political economy, AND, SO FAR 
AS THE WISHES OF MR. MADISON WERE CONCERNED, THEY WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE BEEN BEST ANSWERED BY THE INCORPORATION OP A 
NEW BANK* on a judicious basis. And if any f\uther evidence is required of the views of 

* IB Fcbraaiy, 17VI, Mr. Jeffenon deihrend an elabonte opioioo ibowioc tbat as Incorporated Bank of the U. 

Kr. Monroe, In a lener to Silas E. Buzrowi, dated Jan. 90, 1831, states, that be had found, during the last wan 
that ** nattl the vaOoa. is ihraatenad with mhi, no loans can be obtained in emetvendes, without a Nattonal 
Baak, otherwiso than at a great saeriaoe. These oonsldeiatloiis (lald he) led to a change In my opinioa, and 
indnoed me to coneor with the President In the propriety of instltathig snch a bank, after the oonolnsioa of 
tbe war in ItiUi. As to the constitattoaal objection, It formed no serious obstacle. In voting against It in the 
first instance, 1 was governed essentially by policy. The construction I gave to the constitntion I consldeiod a 
stiiet em. la the latter instance it was more liberal, but, accordinc to my Judgment, Justified by its powers." 

In Dseeoiher, 1831, Wni. H. Ciawienl, Cambrakiw, Wright and Von Bureaus favorite In 18S4, wrote to Cfaas. 
J. Ingersol, In these words:— ** The opinion which I formed of the Bank of the United States when I was a 
meaaber of the Senate, was the result of a eareftil esamhiation of the Ckmstitution of the United Slates, made 
without aay preconceived opfaiioos. That ophiioa is recorded in two speeches which I made la the Senate in 
1811. Since that time I have had no occasion of reviewtne the question. Jtfy opfniffn remains vnatUnd. I 
was Secretary of the Treasury mote than eight yoais, and during that time I liad ample evidence of the graat 
uiUitjr of a Bank of the United States, in managing the fiscal concerns of the Union. 1 am jpenuaded that no 
man, whatever hto pre-conceived optalon may be, can preside over the treasury a year, without bebig deeidy 
Imncieseed with the expediency of the United States Bank in conducting the finances of the Union." 

Mr. Allan, of Ohio, tn the ft. of R., Washhigton, June, 1840, hi a discussl<m on the subtieasury, said: <* When 
I moelleei that thirty-two of the thirty-alae flranMn of the Oonstlcntion, at one time or another, oOelally sos- 
talned a rVatiflnal Bank, and that almost one-half of the thhty-nine were hi dm Conness of *91 that chartered 
tbe fine Bank ; when I rBcollect that Washington, and Jeflteson, and Madison, and Blonroe ; and last, and least 
OB oonstltutlMMa polniB, Andrew Jackson himself, have supportod such an institntion, and that the Supieae 
Court, with John filarshall at ita head, aifirmed its oonstltattonality ; and, too, what may have more Influence 
than all with some genttemon about me, when I recoUect that the charter of the late Bank was passed as a 
DfBOciailc, war-pam nseasure, against the voias of tbe Federal party, end that its passage was esteemSd a 
party iriuBiph, I could not doubt, if so disposed, that we have rightfully the power u> make a third bank.'* 

In 1831. in a letter le Chas. J. Ingersol, of Pa., President Madison thus states his reasons for slgnhig the U. 8. 
Bank eharcer. tn 1816 : 

* The act, oilslaalty establishtng the Bank, had undergone ample dteeussions la its passage through the sev- 
eral branches of the €k>vemment It had been carried into execuaon throughout a period of twenty years, with 
ammaJ leglslalSve vseivaitlons ; in one instanee, indeed, with a positive ramtfleatlon of it into a new State, and 
with the enttie a«|uteseeBce of all the local authorities, as well as the nation at large: to all of which may be 
added a deereaslag mospeet of aay change hi the public opinion adverse to the constitutionality of snch an in- 
stitvtiOB. Jk veto mm the Executive, under these cireumssanees, with an admission of the expediency and 
alMst necessity ef the measure, would have been a defiance of all the oMigadons derived from a course of 
piecsdents amounting to the requisite evidaaee ofthe natkmal jndnnent and hitentloa.*' 

In 1819^ the queatkaofthecoBstttntkMmlliyer the BtttkortheUnlted States came up ibr s^nAcntion ia 
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JbA administnuioii, it will be found in the fact that the Secretaiyofthe Tzeasniy [Albert GaUft- 
dn]t when applied to by the committee of the Senate for his opinion, expressly stated, that kc 
deemed a reneuMi of the bank ai esstnliaUy necessary to ike operations ofgcvemnuiU. 

** The oppoftiiioD to the renewal of the bank grew out of various considerations Many were 
opposed to the bill [uf iSli j, because tAey were of opinion thai Congress did TUft ppsaess ike consU^ 
hMonal power to pass it ; others, because they thought it, for political or other reasons, inexpe- 
dient and dangerous ; and others, again, on both grounds. Many republicans supported it [I.] 
beeaute thty deemed suck an m t fiimtio mtssenUalio tks tutercfi ^ ike ctmnky^ and the td m tm smnm 
eftkt governmeni ; and [9.) btcaeae ikeykad.no douHs astoike c&miikaumaliiy of ttt mnamn, 
Mr. Crawford was one of thenuaber, perii^ the most praminent of the class. £XP£RI£NCaB 
HAfi PROVED THE CORRECTNESS OF THE HRST POSITION; AND THB 
PEOPLE, through their repreetniatives» HAVE RESPONDED IN FAVOR OF THB 
OTHER. 

** In addition to these general views, there were others of a special character, which bad a 
bearing on the question. In various parts of the Union, public sentiment was decidedly in 
ft vor of the renewal of the charter ; this was especially the case in the smaller States, whose 
interests were supposed, by the advocates of the bank, to be somewhat concerned in the ques- 
tion. Hence, both the republican Senators from Geoi^gia, and many of the republican repre- 
sentatives from other small States, in both Houses, voted for the bill. And it has never been 
doubted that the vote of Mr. Crawibrd was in strict accordance with the opinions ajid wishes 
of his constituents. 

" It is well knofwn that tke experience of ike country, during tke late war icitk Great Britain, 
wrought a change in tkefedings of ike nation^ on several important questions of public policy, 
THE EXPEDIENCY OF A NATIONAL BANK IS AMONG THE NUMBER; and, 
whatever opinions may have prevailed in 1811, it will not derogate at this time from the 
character of Mr. Crawford as a statesman, to have FORESEEN THE NECESSITY OF 
PRESERVING THAT ORGAN OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND TO HAVE ANTI- 
CIPATED, IN THIS RESPECT, THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATION." 

To this defence of Crawford and the Bank, there is a note added, to say that 
^^ Mr. Adams was not a member of congress at the determination of this ques* 
tion [1811]. Had he been there is the highest reason to believe that he would 
have voted for the renewal of the[U. S. Bank] charter." 

As the Albany Argus for 1824 is not in the state library, it is probable thfti 
in all the discussions of the bank question since 182S, the above stron? declara* 
tion of Van Buren for the U. S. Bank, has not before been quoted. Tne Argus 
affirms, that '^ experience has proved " that a national bank is '' essential to the 
interests of the coyintry and the convenience of the government ;'' that the 
people have responded that the bank is constitutional — that the experience of 
the nation during the late war, (through bank suspensions and bank losses,) had 
changed the national feeling in &vor of the expediency of a national bank—and 
that Crawford's wisdom had enabled him to foresee, what Clay had not then 
seen, " the necessity of preserving that organ of the government," in which he 

the SniHreine Court of the United StatM, In ihb eaw of McCnJloeh vs. the State of MMrybisd. The eenae was 
elaborately arpued, and in the Supreme Court of the U. & Chief Joetke Mardiall detivered the judgmeat of 
the court, as follows, [4 Whe&tnn, 316.] 

" After the nio«t itinture deliberntlon, it Is the unanimous and decided opinion of this court that the act to 
incorporate a Bank of the United States 1* a Law made in pnnuaace of the provlelont of the OoottUuUon, mad 
la a part of the supreme I^w of the Land.** ' 

It is said by some thnt the judge or legislator, being iwom to support the constitution, must aupport it. ac- 
eording to the meaning he may suppose it to have, wiihout regard to other mea*s oplnlona or Che dedaloas of 
eourti*. " Has the wisest and most conscientious judce (says Mr. Msdison) ever scrupled to aoqutoece In deci- 
sions In which he has been overrule^ by the matured opinions of the m^orlty of his colleagMe; and mbi«- 
qnently to conform himself iheretu, as to authoritative exposltlona of the law V* Mr. Tmnef set up hU oplntai 
asalDst the law of Congress, successive piosidMU, and the aoaaiaMNM deelaloa of thfr ■aproBM court ot tfaa 
yniied Statea. For m doing ho waa made the ohtofJUMico of thai conni 



TaH BtTlBN, C^AVrtOVDy OALLATlIf) AN0 TM BANK. ft 

kad ^ anticipatecl the judgment oftlie nation." The Argis not only endorsed 
Oratrford in the fall of 1824, but also the U. S. Bank charter of 1816, and the old 
U. S. Bank and its renewal in 181 1 — ^and Albert Gallatin \yas glorified for having, 
on the 30th of January that year, responded to W. H. Crawford's note of the 29th, 
that he desired to see the bank renewed — that the banking system was firmly fixed 
— ^that he had found banks necessary to the collection and safe-keeping of the re- 
venue — that it was self-evident that the public moneys were safer when deposited 
weekly in the banks, than when allowed (snbtreasury fashion) to accumulate in 
the hands of collectors (as Hoyt and Swartwout have since demonstrated) — that 
state ^deposit or pet) banks would have to be used, if the U. S. Bank was put 
down, out would be less safe and convenient — that the government could contrc^ 
the U. S. Bank, but not the state banks — and that a system which had been tried, 
proved, and found to work well and safely for the public, should not be des- 
troyed, and an experiment evidently less advantageous, substituted — that as the 
stock of the ba^k was partly owned by foreigners, provisions might be made in 
the new charter, giving that portion of the capital to new stockholders, and 
such other modifications as Congress might desire to make — ^that be believed 
the bank and its branches to be constitutional — and that as the merchants owed 
the bank fourteen millions, and ten or twelve mom on bonds for duties to the 
United States, as trade had been unfavorable, and many losses met with abroad, 
as seven millions would be payable to foreign stockholders, if the bank stopped 
(whose c€L$h would not lie idle whether it were peace or war)^ and as the bank 
had thirteen millions of its paper afloat, which would not be succeeded by a 
better currency in the notes of the state banks, he [Gallatin] thought the U. S. 
Bank by far the best of the only alternatives he knew or had heard of. 

All this Van Buren and his confederates believed in, in 1824 ; and Crawford 
for President, Gallatin for Vice President, and a national bank and branches, 
and down with Jackson ! was the party cry. How changed in 1828-9 ! uid 
without even a shadow of reason ! !* 

* Vu BoNB'f oOdal btocnpher, IMIaad, t»l1« iw tint on the SOtli of fUb., ]Stl« tbe Vlea PiMtlent oTAs 
U. S^ €len«»l Oeoim Cliatoo, «• tied the frte of the old U. a Bank bv tiviM hto ca«tlng vote eg«i»t Cmir- 
fflid's bill to renew us charter— t.ad that this vote " wras warmly defended aiid justified oy Mr. Van Barea." 
(p. 85). " Mr. Van Bnren ardently and vlporonsly sustained this bold act of pnirioiism.*' 

It Hi very probable that Van Bonn was opposed to the IT. S. Bank hi 1811, for he was at that time a rsspeet- 
AU and aapMng follower or supporter of the Clinton fHtelly. He vniM just as strong and vigorona on behalf of 
the U. S. Bank In 1810. whea Madteon aisoed the 2d charter-end in 18W. when Crawford was his ravoiila 
candidate for the presidency, beeatise he had been a consistent friend of a national bank. In 18S9 he professed 
a stronfT antipathy to tAe Bndfr-bat It w-as only with the view that his confederates and parttsans might <tt- 
vide ainonf? them more secnrely, many n^illions of public plunder. 

In Ms oiesaago of Dec. 5v 1840, Van Boren reasons thns : 

*'If a National Bank was, AS IS UNDBNIABLS, i. . PUDIATED BY THE FRAMERS OF THE OONSTI- 
TUTION as incomptitible with the rights of the Statu, and the liberties of the people ; If, fmip the beginning, 
It has been recarded by hirge portions of onr cUlz^ns as coming in direct colllflon with that great and vital 
amettdment of the eoostltnlion, which declares that all powers not conferred by that instrument on the GeDe< 
lal Qoveraneat are reserved to the Biatee aod to the people ; If it haa been viewed by theni aa the first great 
step In the march of latitndlnons construction, which, unchecked, would render that sacred Inetmment of as 
little value as an unwritten constitution, dependentt as it Jvould alone be, for its meaning, on the ipterseted 
taterpretatioB of a dominant party, and aflhrding no security to the rights of the mirmrity ;— if snch Is nndenl- 
ably the case, what rational grounds could have beeo conceivwd for anticipating aaghtbut determined oppotf- 
tioQ to such aa instttutlon at the yies eu i day 1*' 

In his letter to Sherrod Williams, Aug 6, 1836, he says : 

'•The eonsticntion does not give Connets power to erect cnvporfttloijs within the states. This was the m^B 
polnt«f Mr. JeflhrMD'a oelehiated opinion against the establtahmeflt of (he Sm Nation^ Bbak. It is an oUee 
lion which nothing ahert of an amendaent to the covnltnUon eaa teoMve. We know it to be aa hlatoitaai 
feet, that tbe convention refused to confer that power on Congress, and I an opposed to iu assumption by it 
Upon any pretence whatever, i hold It to bo sofBclently certnin that a vast majority of the people of the 
unftsd States were opposed to the tale Bank, and are equally opposed to a new one. They have had fearfhl 
-pmrfs hf oeect acts of the eomctneH of Mr.Jeffenon's opinion, that ' this Institution Is one of the most deadly 
hostlllr -" ' "' " * ■ ■ '- ■• -•■ 



..jstlllty existing against the principles and form of our constitution ;' and of the raasooahlenesa of his l^, 

tensions, that * penetrating by Its branchee eyery pan of the Union, acting by cominand. and la phalani, it 
uMiK In ft ertdoal iinuiMH. ttp«t tiM govetatnent*^ 

TbtB deiaocratle pwrty held a stale convention in Indiana, tdine tine during the winter of 184S-1, aod pM- 
poQDded, ewMM other questions, to presidential candldatea, the query. Art yon for or agaijui a national beag I 
Van Buren repned (horn Klnderhook, Peh. 19, IBiS, In this way : 
« Th» f^MM^f aHMtami BmIi to ftm Mbretiiepeeplt^ ao*^ 



79 TAN BUHBN AMD OO. SVUP JIM OtOW. ^ DOWN WITB THB MONSTSb!' 

In 1824, Crawford mud • mtionftl bank ware Thomas Ritchie's watchwatda ; 
bat the moment that he and Van Buren, and Fhigg, and Noah, and Croawell, 
and Marcy, pious Ben. Butler, Knower, and Wright, and their Swiss comraides, 
found that Jackson had the most votes, they prepared to worship the rising sua 
—and the mercenary presses which, in 1824, had assured us that Crawforj^ tha 
champion of national banks, was the wisest man m the Union, turned round in 
1828 to dorify Gen. Jackson, whose great achievement, if elected, would ba 
to slay * THX MONSTXn,' hand over the treasury to the Washington and Warren 
Safety Fund Bankers, and giye us a bank bankruptcy, a specie circular, the 
public lands gutted by Van Buren, Wright, Butler & Co., as a land company, 
with a sub-treas%Ty, and Isaac Hill, Stephen Allen/ Jesse Hoyt k, Co., fiM* our 
sub-treasurers !* 

ftnUtloa iM 1b It th« mwBt ef tntuyiiif the low of flMBsyand %« lort of powv. rr IS ONE OF inOI 
«B£AT LBADINO MEASU1&8 OF APAtTY WHIOB Will KfiVKB M tZTlMOT IN THIS COUIf. 
TRY. It is etMDtlal to thf acqnUitkm, m well as t» the f w iv atiop of its power, ami will n«v«r be relin- 
qaithed whil« thera azists a hope of its attaiiuBMit. I am oppotad t6 tha attabUslRneDt of a Natiooal Bank 
in an; fenn, onmdar any dKffiMOi both on oonatttotional owiodt and groands of azpediency. THB POWER 
TO CllEATe SUCH AN INSnTUTION HAS NOT BEEN 01VBN TO CONORCSS B7THE CONSTITIT- 
T]ON« NBITHBB IS IT NBCB88A&Y TO THB EXBRCIS^ OP ANY OP THB POWERS WHICH 
ARE GRANTED; and if •sareMwd, would ba, as it always lias bean, highly iiUvioos to the publie walfhre. 
X am not ooa of these who baUeve that the long cherished project of le-establbhlng a Naltonai Banli is, or erer 
wiU be abaadooed by that party which always haa been, atUl Is, and ever will be the advoeais and sopaoft of 

u It may lie domaat for a seaao&t from a oonvictloD of its being inexpedlant to revive it; 

Dd to all lodieatioBS of the ftitora, who, seelnir that even at the very pertod whm IA« cUhnk 

' indignation was most heavily 



bat he most be bliod to all IndieatioBS of the ftitora, who, seeln|r that even at tt 
•es McC^v ^ vy ^^ ** tr mtked frith Of cdrriipCMM, and when public 
weighing on iu long series of dslinqnendefr— at thmt eery wmutO, « Mcess^ai 

ef CQmfr999 U er§au a nmUmr iMttCalisn, should neverthelees lull his caution . 

that the project will ever be abandoned. Bloat asanradly nothing but the stem vl|dlaaoe of the democracy will 



i tinMmr mttHtUhm should neverthelees lull hU cautton to sleep with the delusive Idet 

^.„ _ ^er be abaodooed. Bloat asanradly nothing but the stem vl|dlaaoe of the democracy will 

guard it agiunst an instttntloD which nay thus be prostituted to the mla of individuals, the disgrace of the 
eountry, and which, while so limited in its power to do good, is so potent for the perpetratiou of evil/* 
In ihe above declared opinions, Vnn Burcn tells the public, that it " is undeniable ** that a national bank 

'* ''"* the eoMtitttttoB does not givt congress the power 

^.^.^ ^-_^ . MS"— that 

I and form 
of our coBStitaiibn'*— «nd ** chat the old bauk waa laftetinc the very air we brsalhed with ita comptloaa.** 
Ib 18M he sentp as a toast, to a4lh of July eelebratloii at FMdericksbuifh, ** Unqualified and uncompromMi^ 
opposltioa to the Bank of the UiHedSta t w dm Interest aad hoaor of the people demand it" 



was ** repudiated by the ftamen of the eoBStttntion**— that ** the eoustitttttoB does not givf congress the < 
10 erect corporations within the statea .... the oonvmitioB lefhsed to conftr ihat power oo congrsM" 
(as JeflbrBOB said), " this lostltntion is one of the moat deadly hostiUty existing against the prindples a&< 



• I am DO champioii of natbmal banki. co mp oned of private itoekholderi. If we miut htrt 
Mpcr, let it be the promiias to pa^ of the nation, and let the nation have the profit of the 
mm; and if there is not aatioiiai ttnri^htne« enough to manage an imifonn cancncTof na- 
tional paper, let ns have tpede. Clay and Webeter asked Fonyth, Cambreleng, Wright 



Van Bnien, and their wortaleas allies, in 1B34, to say what better system they were to build 
up, if they pulled down the national bank and removed the deposits. The party answer, in 
CongreHi, in the Globe, in the Aigns, everywhere, wa*— " We go fo^ the pets, but no sab-trea- 
sury.*' Thus fiur, Clay and Webster were iight--lfae chanee was minons to commerce, to the 
public morals, to western settlers, to the widow and the anoBn, Q||y nroposed the extraordi- 
nary, and. as I think, too sweeping measure of the Bankrupt Lalror I84I ; but it was the 
unprindpied profligacy of Van Buren, Wright, Butler, and their eomrades, between 1828 
and 1840, that secured the passage and sponging operation of that law. History tells us that 
originally the republicans stoutly resisted the introduction of paner mosey by the federalists ; 
but, under Van Buien and his Swiss allies, the democrats have ar outstripped their old oppo- 
nents in spreading corporatioos over the land— corporatioDs evidently too petent for evil,w^ai- 



ever of good mav proceed from them. 
Hearken to van Buren, Flagg, Wri^ ] 



and Croswell. This is their language to the de- 
of 1631: - ' . ' 

[Fzom the NaUenal AdTocafte, cTMiy 16» UM.] 
"The General rjacksonlpreil^ning Monroe to Madison, because the Ibrmer could stand 
blood and carnage better; his refartnmwidaticm of military men generally to office; his avowal 
that be would have beat Ae laws to suit his parposes^ and hanged Cabot, Otis, and Lyman^of 



' just conndtraHmu. It is out of the question, o«t of all teaaon, to think of him ena lor a 
moment lor preBidem."—M. M« Nois. 

The editor of Oie Albany il^^gftf , May fi6th, 1884,^118 moke of Geacral Jadisoii and his 
opinions >*** This most artful scheme Ibr the destruction odT the repubUean early [by the dec** 
tuh of Jackson}— as secretly as it has beea permitted to opcrat»-«s smooinly as it.hasbeer 
^ c a y A over— andinasA^jpfaaaesasitisiwwgiventolheworid— iafattynndw^^ Bt- 
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b 19 a well kaewn fiui, tlutt in 1826, M. Van Bimn, W. L. Manf, B, F 
' Btttter, and Cfaaiies EL Dadleji all of ^m retiding in Albany, signed a veiy 
polite and respecdol memoriai, (which has been o&n pnUishad to ^w how 
utterly unprincipled they are,) asking that a braneh bank of the U. S. Bank, 
night be located in Albany.; Van Buren addressed a letter to Nicholas Biddle. 
wmnly recommending tjie measure ; and the Albany Aigos, then a nationai 
hsnk paper, mi^ed the claims of the memorialists, and conceded thii conatilu- 
tionalily of branch banks. General Jackson, with almost equal eonsistanqr, 
asked that a branch might be located in Florida, when governor there. It is 
impossible not to see that Van Buren and his cabal must feel the ataaost con- 
tempt f<Hr the intelligence of their countrymen. When they thus mock them with 
a pretended affection for a constitution which means anything, as by them eK- 
plained, and can be applied to any and every purpose, however contradictory.* 

jnMcans in tMs state, whether the fHends of Mr. Adams, of Mr. Clay, or of lir. Cnwftfd, 
diwofer te fall extent of it--the hopes it is intended to enoonrage, and the derigns it is in* 
tended to acc^nqilish. 1%ey will be the last to find an apology for It, as they Itave been the 
first to condemn it" .> *' 

Holland's Lif^, which I purchased in Steele's store, Albany, ten years ago, and Iboliihly 
credited for truth, tells us, page 319, that, " In the election of Qei\eral Jackson, Mr. Van Bu- 
ren plainly foresaw that he should witness the triumph of those principles for which he had 
struggled irom his earliest years." What a mocker and scoflfer at honesty, liberty, and iie in- 
stitBtionB of his native la^, this Van Buren must bel Had he chosen the sdn^, heotmld 
have played any pert well, but that of an honest man. 

(From the AIb«i7*Ax8us, Illaj l^, iaM.l 
** Tke course adopted by Mr. Jackson is food and raimknt tO'TRc ptn>eRALtsTB and tke%o>^ 
pmrty men. It is pleasant to all who strire for the destmctioQ of the democratic party. 7]k#y 
will erervwhere applaud it, as they have preachedot ; and will nagnify the anther of noo- 
TaiNES wnieh are so well intended lor their senrice'/'. 

CFnmi tile Albsny Aipm, SlacAagiMt, lOM-J 
■'They [Jacksen*s roj p ofters] proftss to be repMieans, and yet Aey support « nu» toltf ii 
ktmm tohaoebeen ALWAYS A FEDBRAUST--tfiey profess to be the IHeode of the people. 
and yet, in Tennessee, as in New York, tey hare always resisiBd the emial and just righti of 
the people, and the extension of those privileges which are most valuable to tlf^m. It is the 
duty 01 every republican tu expose these contradictions and inconsi««encies of conduct and' 
profession : and, h» far as possible, counteracf the pi^poses they are intended to answer, nauelT. 
THE PROSTftATION Qi| THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, M« suk^em^m of tke teaLnOer' 
etls o/ tke people, AND THK ELEVATION OF THE OLD ARISTOCRACY, aaidtkedu- 
appoiniedj v/neasy men oflulparties.^^ 

*T1ie foliowUx it a tniAx opy of the petition of M. V. Boren and othen to Nicbolas Biddle a^ Us hrollMt 
dliecmiK for a tlice fkom tin uaconstltntlonal Inaf. 

•"To Oie Dlrecien of the Bank of the United Btalev : The ■iem6rtal of the rahMriben, In behnlf ef itea- 
wlvetf and dMir Mlow •Mzans of Albany, mpectftiUy ehoweth— That, aince the eoowletkNi of tte ifofthmi 
and Western Canals oCthB Slate, snch thcllitie^ are giTen to transportation, that the qnandtfes of eevntfy 
prodnce broaght to thi* siarhet from the interidk- of thip Stat^aie Increased to an iiomenee MHoaat, aT " ~" ~ 



lo thte is added thftpilNtnee which wilt be hMogfat to this mailcet ftuMn the IbrtUe regions of the nerthnvsiem 
parts of PennsjlvanU, the Scale of Ohio, and the Territniy of Michigan, some idea na^te fomed of theanowt 
of bvsiness which might be done In this place, was theto a sufficient uonied capital located here, to gife eoan- 
tenance and supftort tn commercial enterprise. The capital of the Banics iocaied here, under sfhte Incorpora- 
tions, If entirely taisaillclent to aflbrd those fiu^llKles to commercial enterprise whkh the baslne« of tiM pinon 
wttold wnanst, and whieh the most caaUons pmdenoo would josiuy. llie limited- eSpUSl of our bsnln Ifafhlda 
' extension of oor trade. Merehanu of modeiate fbrtnne are discoonged from tafciog up their abode amonart 
*- •- *^'t that the banidng capital of the place Is inadequate to the demands wr* " 



Us, from a knowledge that the banking capital of the place Is inadequate to the demands which 

It for the ppQsecutipg of a snflkientiy extensive business to render It profitable ; and instnnces are not wanting of 

vising merchants removlnr from this pbea to the city of New Yeifc, to pnrtielpatn 

I banking capital. Uio* their baslnees hns prlnetpall¥ been coattaraed with the Inlsrior 

^orid is pouring Its treasnres into the market of Albany, bot hseldtens aie doooied. 



aettve. IntelHfent end enterpr 
In the benefits efanr|ncreaBed 

of this State. The Western world Is pouring Its treasnres into the market of Albany, bot its eldtens aie doomed, 
with tantaliied fbeiings, to behold a rich and profltnble trade float past them to the city of New Torit. solely 
for the want of a sufllelent banking capital k)cated amonfit diem. Oonid the peodncebnnight to this plaee bn 
purchased here, such pordon as is not wanted for home eonsompdon might be exported diraetly fimn hew to n 
ibraign market, (as ihr as the aa^lfBdon of die Rndson would permit,) and letnrn cargoes, calculated Ibr dm 
teterfar of the country, might be importod, wldu>nt die expense of traae^aMpment afl«ew York, or the pNfiti of 
the importing BKRcbant Utere. These conaideradone have Induced the ddntae of Albny ones mc«e to asli te 
the estohllshmentefnBnncb or oAee of dleeount and deposit of die Buk of die United Siatos hi diie elty. ft 
lshci>dthlsapgUcndonwMlbelhyorahlTineelyed.aedtoSMnecapsiewhlchitoidefa fi eil tib to to tltoi i l l^ 
if ifllliaiiy to IwTf 1 BrnTli tf tht Vvkm tMm Bank tttiMlihed ligwi tmilBd^eljf ilmii that k wwridhta 
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So late as January 3, 1828, the Regency had not matured their grand tafetf- 

'fiukd koBibng. The Aifaany Argus of that date <^ tsmitutniB to the peniflol of 

all- candid men," a letter to Mr. Walsh of the National GaMtte, of Dec. ff7, 

1827, disapprovii^ of ^ the ahigular and impolitic pcopositioa of Mr«. Barbour 

to fliiell'the shares cmtmd by govenment in the U. S, Bank You will 

rejoiee^itihe final vote oa tte motion of Mr. Barbour : . . . there was no ap- 
prohention here, at any moment, that the resolution would ha adopted ^ bet 
there was an appiehensioB that the mere proposition would have aa injnrijMis 
efcsl upon the pubKe pecuniary concerns of the nation ; and there was, tboie- 
foroi « oetemiinatioa to put the question at rest as soon as powible." 



CHAPTER XI X\ 



% Rkhard D. Sam on Van Burm^a Policy. — Hia Ingratitude Uwardt Gtmml 
PUdier. — Stmikuniek up for Chvemor. — Van Buren tnirofB RotkeUat^ and 

the Argiti goe$/ar Clay and Adams. — Van Buren^ IRngj and the AlbanyPoit 
Ofice. — Kendall looking ahead. — The Jackson Campaign. — Isaac mil on 
JVQ. Adams. 

Richard D. Davis, of Poughkeepsie, an anti-whig member of the last Con- » 
mas for Dutchess county, was an early supporter of Jackson and opponent of - 
Crawford, Butler and Van Buren. He was next a warm admirer of Calhein, 
and upheld the Telegraph. Calhoun's course on Dulli6cation displeased him, and 

. droive him round to Van Buren's camp. In 1840 and 1844, he gave Van Buren a 
powerful support, for he is energetic and eloquent. I think he is not at present 
>el7 partial, either to Polk, Texas, or the extension of the area of slaveiy. 

in Van Buren's letters to Hoyt, Nos. 163 and 165, page 207, he tells 
him that a certain zealous Jackson man could not then be removed without 
danger^ and that Westervelt had saved the Albany Regency at the nominating 
coQvention of 182S, by throwing Governor Pitcher overboard, and setting up 
Throop, . A letter of R. D. Davis, addressed to General Jackson, from Poogh- 

• keepsie, April 15th, 1S31, throw's a very clear light oa Van Buren's policy. It 
was first published ip the Washington Telegraph. After telling General Jackson 
that Mr. Van Kieeck, P. M. at Poughkeepsie, was^ of those ^^ rascally post- 
masters" who were for him «nd Clinton, when VanRuren was the enemy of 
bothy he adds that his removal was threatened because he had not been a Buck- 
tail. He then describes Van Buren's policy, in these woi|^s : 

" Thai policy and that dwtinciion, was to make a diffVrrnce het^vPCTi those of j'oor friends 
who had been Clinlooiaus and those wlio had been the tools and adherents of Mr. Van Biuen — 
to persecute, oppress, and in.nult the tbrmer, and to a^^randize, promote, and f«yor the latter. 
' A« a merarorable example of this, I need but mention the proscription of General Pitcher. The 
Herkimer Convention, which nominated Mr, Van Buren for Governor, and of which I was a 
member as one of the Delegates from this county, havin;?, BY GREAT PREVIOUS 
MANAGEMENT, been made to embrace a bare majority of those under Uie inaueiioe of, or 
who were the personal adherents of Mr. Van Buren, in the fulfillment and limheraaee of tliai 

tioar«e of profit m the parent inaiinuitin. Indeed, it i« bdipved that a Branch here would be JDnre profitable la 
peleieiioi* to Uie exieiit ^ff busitieM done* tbrni Kveml of \\» hr«iiclteii lucatpU in !«ea-port lawns. The looal siiua- 
IkA of AIlMt»y reoden it an entrepot between iiv Kasteru Stat* » mid thi- V\\>>teni CouniieH : brtwecn the South 
and the North, and conaequvoily a very eftlcnsive currency would b*; givi-n to the 1>UU Immed from a branch , 
here* nod tlic nature of the trade which would be pcmecutiHl here, would in a gifat mGamire render t)i« blUf of a ' 
Stanch ei4ahli»hed in ihia place the circulstiuf wrdium of tlie exrenvive rcKiont who»<> (iroduce would be broofht 
to marltec. Inaamnch, therdbiv. as ihc estaMiatimfnt of a Branch here would not only be btuhlj advanta|!ioas 
10 thia elty. but a aource of profit lo ttie parent huUtutinn, we hope that ih« direcior^of the Unlied 8tata« Bank 
wiU cMabtiah an office ofdiacoant aad depciH at thie piai a, 

(Signed/ M. V BUK£N» B. F. BUTLEB, W. L. MAECY, aud olhtff . 
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poUdf nibied to nominate General Pitcher for the office of Lieut Governor, when it was 
ezpeoed and wished br nine-tenths of jour friends that he ahoald have been. Gren. Pitched 
had never been a Clinlonian, but had been a uniform BuekMll ; and when, by the demise of Mr. 
GUmoii, th0 ffoyermiMBt of die staie^ dmrthnd npoi him, hia admxnititration was coQduolad im 
«n «4ual and in^rtial mannef towards M your l^ieudk «Ad distinguished by a firm and 
lUAooaUe opposition to the policy which it was Mr. Van Buren*s intention to enforce. Gen. 
Pitcher was proscribed and prostrated by the agency, management, and influence of Mr. Van 
Boron and his personal adherents, for the Ubove reasons, and because it was well known that^ 
lb the event then contemplated, and now consuniunated, of Mr. Van Buren's being called into 
the cabinet, Gen. Pitcher would have continued to act on the same liberal and honest princi'* 
pies. His great zeal and valued services in your support, his popularity throughout the Slate, 
and the certain injury to your cause by the absence of his name from our ticket, had Indeed 
caused the faction of which I am complaining, to conceal their dark designs from die great 
body of the RepuUican party until the moment of their execution ; but ihey afforded him no 
protection agamst the vengeance of those who hold subserviency to their views as the only 
merit, and the refusal of it as the only and the inexpiable offence. No other single act was or 
such signal and kmentable iniuir to our cause throughout the State as this ingratitude and in- 
justice to Gen. Pitcher. In all the ensuing measures of that election, and in every county of 
the State that I have heard of, the personal partisans of Mr. Van Buren pursued the same policy, 
and adhered to it vdth a pertinacity so preposterous, insolent, and oppressive, that nothing but 
vour own personal popularity and the magnanimous devotion of your real friends saveid us 
horn an entire and universal overthrow. In many districts your earliest ond constant friends/ 
driven by their iust indignation at such abuse, forsook your cause, because it had become identi- 
fied with that of their inexorable and merciless persecutors. The result was, that from a party 
literally overwhelming at and immediately after Mr. Clinton's death, we were reduced to a 
mere majority, and Mr. Van Buren himself only escaped defeat by the accidental and collateral 
advantage which accrued to him from the anli-masonfc excitement at the West ; nor, was he 
now to renew the contest unaided by the implication of your interests in his election, could he 
avoid being defeated by a large majority." ..." van Bureo and his adherents are now 
reaping the reward of all that CUnton did in your behalf; and he and they, who came in at the 
eleventh hour, and when no man else would employ them, arc now lording it in this State over 
those who bore the heat and burden of the day — and lording it with such an extremity of in«>. 
fence and oppression, as is only commensurate wiA the power they have thus fortuitously 
obtained.'' . . . ** If the memory of Clinton and what he did, cannot preserve his friends 
fiom the remorseless and eternal hostility of M/. Van Buren ; if the patronage of the General 
Government, which we support, is to be ased for our destruction and to fulfil the base purposes 
of Mr. Van Buren's personal aad viperous malignity ; if these things are to be, they must be, 
but they shall not be in this county, without at least one man's humble efforts to prevent tHem.'' 

I have long been of opinion l?iat Solomon Southwick was set up in 1828, as 
m candidate for governor, to make up for Van Bureu'e want of popularity and 
secure his election. The Albany Argus of M*ch 8, 1828, says : ^^ We publish, 
in another column, Mr. Southwick's acceptance of a nomination for governor, 
ttttde by his friends, on the 26th ult. at Batavia. Notwithstanding this nomina- 
tion is sikeered at by the Daily Advertiser, and some who are very willing to 
receive the aid of Mr. Southwick's exertions in their behalf, so long as they 
are performed in another capacity ; yet we know of nothing that debars the 
friends of any individual from avowing their preference, even if such avowal 
ehance to cross other and conflicting views. ^' In Van Buren ^s letter to Hoyt, 
po^e 205, he rests partly for success on the faith be has that ^^ South wick's vote 
will be large." When Southwick had the Albany post-office, Van Buren con- 
sidered it iajsj but be raised an awful tempeat ac Albany and Washington, 
whea Southwtck^s insolvency led to the nomination of Van Rensselaer.* 

* Solomon Southwick was successively in office as Clerk of the Lenslatuie and State 
Priiiter, and was very popular. He ffst the Medianics and Farmns' Bank under his coautil 
—acquired great wealth — took the federal and commercial side in the war, in 18 19— and 
although he ihad ahused Colonel Monroe ant) his fKends unme^ciAilly through hit press, was 
appointed Postmaster at Albany, in which t^apacity I irst saw him fh February, 1831. Strange 
to ten, in 'January, i8d2, he was. a deftolter and a bairlmmt, advertlsteg for the bcneftt of the 
State insolvent act, as was, about the sanie tinK, ane^er whfr haa mneh more raeeatly hekl ite 
same office. Southwick, in those dajrs, was complained of by Gov. Clinton and Judge Bptocir 
Hbe was the confederate ofVanBiireB, whose ^ solfezing* was jlot intolerahlo" tiu he heard 

i 
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Van Bnreiiy Enowcr, mud Mucj nominated Rocheiter and Pitdieri 6r 
Gorernor and Lieut. Gov., at Heikimery Oct. 1826— both acainat Clinton. 
Noah, as adviaed from Albany, came out for CXnton and Pitcher, and aided 
materially to defeat Rodicater, aa Van Bnren wished he shoald. [See note to 
page 201 J << Mr. Van Boren defeated the election of Mr. Rodiealer," am 
the N. Y^ American of Sept. 17, 1827 ; whUe fgspeanng to sapport it, he 

that PraSdent Monroe was about to appoiiiC Geneial Sokmon Van Renaaelaer, who had haea 
woonded wilh six ballL one of which is still in his bo^and solfisred very seretely at the 
battle of Qneenston, where General Brock, President of upDer Canada, was killed. Yaa 
Boren got Rnftas Khgto assist him in a protest against Van HeDSselaer, and a reconuneBdv 
t^on of £x-ChancellorLaiisiagfi)rthe Yacant office. Ameetinff was called, Charles £. Dudley, 
Mayor, in the chair, Benjamin Enower, Secretary, with Chitf Jastice Savage, John OXkle^ 
Roger Skinner, and Moses L Caatine, taking part in it, which resolved, tluit the canduct or 
the Postmaster General. Return J. Meigs (w1k> had foHaUd tkdr raped), was ** nnjnst and 
aiUtrary, disrespectftd'' to Daniel D. Tompkins and M Van Buren, " ani not less insulting 
than oppressive to the community"— that Van Rensselaer was " a zealous and unrelenting 
enemy of the rcpuUican nar^~-and the office given him ** one of the most important in the 
gift of the administration.^ 

To explain these resolves, I may here mention that although Jeflereon had laid it down as 
fhe rule, that the only questions to be sdvedin such a case, are, U he caotsblel Is he honestt 
Is he &ithftil to the Constitution 1 — although Sonthwick was hopeleitfy nnolvent, and yet col- 
lecting the revenue— an^ althoo^ twenty-two out of the twenhr-six Congresmen ibr dds Stale 
had recommended to the government to give Van Rensselaer the office, van Buren wrote the 
PreaideDt vad the Postmaster General, aakinf that his (V. R.'s) appointment should be delayed 
a ibrtnifli , to civa time to organize an opposition to it. Cd. Monroe would in no way inter- 
ftro— Mr Me^ would give no delay— Van Buren and Tompkins then wrote to the postmas- 
ter gened . to mbi effect—" that his (Van Rensselaer's) conduct has been that of a gallant man 
wecheetf uyadmit,"but *< that the United States have granted him a liberal penatou for life, 
which wi fallowed to commence many years back : independent of which he has ftir a kog 
time held a lucrative office in the State [fiom which, bv the way, Van Bur^ and his friends 
had ejected him the moment they had the power]— tnat jAnnng was a firm and inflexible 
repubncan,'' but Van Rensselaer *' a warm, active, and inde&tigable opponent of the party." 
They asked whether the place ought not to be eiven to Lansing " because he belongs to tke 
republican party ;" or if not to hm they would name others of the pahtt— and they assured 
the postmaster and the president that die party in N. Y. " will re§^ it as a matter of great 
importance, that the postoffice at the seat of government should be in the hands of a gentleman 
of the same political character with themselves" — and that the general government was con* 
ferring an office which would give Van Rensselaer " much more political influence and con* 
sideration among them, than the one of which they (the party) have deemed fit to deprive hlin. " 
Mr. Meigs, postmaster general, replied briefly, thus : " I r4;ret that, on a view of the whole 
sul^ect Tnave not been able to accordaRrith your views and opinions." ▲ Kendall or a Niles 
would nave been more pliable and ductile in such hands. The principle on which Van Rens- 
selaer's appointment was made, was bad. He was then a member of congress from Albany — 
and to take a.tni^ representative of the people from his post as a public sentinel, and rewtsti. 
him with the post of a depoty-postmaster, is at variance with tfaie spirit of our iastUatioiM. 
Ttaty heweffcr, was not one 4f Vom, Bu/ren^s abieetiont. 

Another Albany meeting was held on the 25di of January, at which Lieut Governor Tayler 
presided. Philip S. Parker remarked : '* That Mr. King, a high toned federalist, and ddevant 
leader of the painy, should object to the appointment of Gen. Van Rensselaer, as a 6epasy posu 
master, becoMse he was afeden^Ut, is'truly remarkable. It is a &ct notorious in tlus city and 
in this state, that th<* vice president and Mr. Van Buren were zealous and active sapporteri<y 
and contributed much to the election of Mr. King to the senate of the United States, notwith- 
standing he was KfederaUsl ; and that very many of that party, who, during the late war, used 
every exertion to thwart the views and operations of the general as well as the govemmem of 
this state, while General Va^ Bensaelaer was fighting the battles of his countxy, and iqkillin|: 
his blood in its defence, have been taken by Mr. Van Buren into full confidence, and througn 
his *ontroUine influence over the Council of Appointment of this state, have been appointed to 
hoairable and lucrative offices. That the inconaJstenqr of the vice president was still mors 
glaring." 

CoL R. M. Johnson and General Ajftdrew Jacknn were very friendly to the appointment of 
Tan Beosselaer, nor would Jackson leosove him, althoiigh the N. T. Evening Tost declared 
theofioetobeaverylaentiv«aiBae«»» At length Van Borea tamed jjj^ out to asake way 
ftrFlagg,aaddaiia|tlhatiaalMMdlhaoAoc^^irtY«Poa^aaiiipa. .fliatriiwgnf^iwn 
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J care to palsy, as (Ur as his secret influence went, the support of others 
wham he could control — and the result in this city [N. Y.], in J eflsi s o Ry in 
Chenango, and elsewhere, manifest how well his measures were taken." Van. 
Baren feared that Rochester's success would secure the vote of the state for 
AdamS| and hence even party ties appear to have been severed to elfect his 
defeat. <^ The New York Enquirer, always on the alert, (says the Nat. InteU. 
of Feb. 23, IS28,) has already nominated the Hon. M. V. duren, for the vacant 
office of governor." Noah was ready to do tliis while Clinton's remains wer« 
yet scarcely cold in his grave — and if the evidence of his subservience, given in 
the Correspondence, is not strong enough to convince everybody, more is yet 
on hand. 

That Van Buren was (or Adams in 1S25 is clear, even from the Albany Argvi^ 
vhich, on the 15th of Feb. said : ^^ In relation to the choice we have only to 
repeat what we have declared on former occasions — that between the two 
prominent candidates, Messrs. Jackson and Adams, a large, majority of the ve^ 
publicans and of the electors <tf this state, gave Mr. Adams the pnefereBca." 

Adams was elected in Feb. 1825— he was, as Noah has alws^ stated. Van 
Boien's second choice^ While Jaekson^s talents were contemned, ths Anaus, 
about the time whegj^dams formed his cabinet (ssme month), ihm udd r aspea 
its leaden: ^ 

" We have heard within the few ]s«l days various speculations as to the 
probable formation of the cabinet of the President elect. U seems to be placed 
beyond a doubt that Mr. Clat has been offered the office of Secretary of Stele, 
and it is the general impression that he will accept it. Messrs. Sergeant and 
Gallatin have been named as Secretaries of the Treasury ; and Gov. Lewis 
Cass of the Michigan Territory, as Secretary at War. With a Cabinet /orsiefl 
if sudi maieriahj whichever of the gentlemen should be selected as the head 
of the Treasury Department, THE ADMINISTRATION CAN SCARCELY 
FAIL TO ATTRACT THE CONFIDENCE OF THE COUNTRY."* 

* At tta0 vwy monwt that Van Bmen aad his frteoda waro thos declaring their coafldMiea la AAwm 9aA 
*■ Clay, Q\Af%f(Aat friend, Kendall, waa bMlnalnK to Mireive that Jackson's s(ar woold aoon be In the MCfd- 
ant. On the 90th of Feb., 182S, he thus addiesied Nlr. Clay at Waahlngton, firom Frankfort, Ky. : 

** Dear Sir : Since the encloied was written, we hare received the news of the lesult of the Pre sl dentHI 
eiecSon. It ereatas very little sensation here. In Fmakfart, probably half, or neariy so, appivve the cooran 
ef oar repMeentailon. JaeJam's orlcinal friends are loud In th^lr conpGUnts, and sevevM who were ler jsm. 
Join them. I think in sone tections of the coontry, there will be a conalderable stir ; hnt If the admlalsiratkm 
Upmdent, It will die away. I speak of Kentucky only. There Is much Inqalry whether yon will be oflered 
or will accept the Secretaryship of State, and ranch diversity of ophrion as to what yon oucht to do if It la 
oftnd. It seems to me that no man here can tell wliatyottoaKhttodoi.heeaiiseltlsliBpossiUefi«iM«»|MMr 
aU the elrcttoistaoees. Is there not a probability that Jackson way be elected liy the people at the end of lb«r 



years 1 Will not Clinton unite his Interests with Jackson's, with the expectation that be will succeed him in 
the Fkesidency ; and will not such a combination bo too powerfal to withstand ? Will not Adams, ibr his o 



safe^, main Crawford, and thereby conciliate his interest 1 I know nnthlng vX these matters ; Mit ob flew- 
hwntadismneethepoetnnorBienaadpartlee,lBdleatedfaf these qneriee have fliiiiddvoiyi^mrjMM 
^ Vour friend, «»^ AM08 KBNnALL.** 

nrce I cannot as yet mentfon, I lean that Van lluren*s bargain with Jackson*s friends^-lhelr bmi- 
taadlng. I may as wen call it, bears date hi Dec, IfliS. In that month ho expected the fttonde ef 
tack him, an<l soon afterwards [FMk, 1997J be and Cambeeleiif aee seen difecttaif Hoyt to eltvalme 
I Tetofraph. In April they are off to Soath CSavoUna [See Nos. 41. 4N; 43* 4ft. 48. a^ 47], Oom 
f eonaUy flexible assodato, Utchhi, receives a letter, dated '* Charleston, & C, May 7, 188V' aad 



wheneetbelreonaUy flexible associate, 

here k Is from (he lUehmond Enqnirer, eighteen months befiire Jackson's election : 

*• Our friend Van Baren has at lenfth reconniled nearly all the most Important Jarrlnff chilms aad iBlefMle. 
Oen. AndMW Jaekson consents to accept of the Presidency of the United States, FLBOGUIO HfllBBLF 01- 
ViOLARLT TO SUBSERVE THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTR and to reslan at the «ad of ftnr yenin. JMmi 
C. OelboaLn has been prevailed npon. Us confiinnliy to the wishes of some of our most Inflnential mends,|o re- 
linqiilsh his claims apon the Vice Presidency. Every effort Is to be made to Induce De Witt Clinton to aeewt 
IheVlce Presidency. Martin Van Baren to serve as flecretary of State nnder Qen. Jaekson, end at die endif 



ftw years to be nomtanied and supported for the Peesldency ; with a peribet aadmnadlj« that be wHl par- 
ene THE SOUTHERN POLICY, In relation to domesik mana^ctnres awl Internal ImprovMnen^k . If I aii 
not much misiaformed, a cabinet Is so arranfed as to command the greatest poesltale extent jT political 
indnenoe.** 

Oltotoadled-theftfleiadldatwpatCnlhminoiitbelr ttche i e i n chM B eeWd dihtyfwb WHh «ifto 
MeeprtBBs^EHchlesbotwd wbrthaaetneecoiimto pnee, ia May, ia»--*nd **n MtttfalOriiMlliia piuitag 
lOtnr pMf echemee-HBoastaic oiver sUilster strateMos— witfaoat elevation of mind or dfarity of chanetet"— 
Ibr than did ClhttoB ppdtay Van Biiren--niled the UnioB, to Ite deep and iMtlBf lal!!^ 

Tm Biimi*! Biih4!i«winw Owsml ftr New Bii|lMd, OorvmAv baae mi, of If . B., irw « h«l AdvM mM 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Croiwell an the Safety Fund Law. — Bank-craft Described by those tcho under' 
stood it. — Desperate Bank Failures. — }Mio Sijffcred by them. — Van Buren*s 
Proscription in 1829. — His Efforts to obtain Charters in 1828. — The Argus 
and Butler Murmur. — Mechanics and Farmers^ Bank^ Albany. -^The Ttro^ 
Third Rule ai Fault. '-Clinton\H WarninqSj 1816 and IS IS.-— Hammond on 
iV. y. Banking, — Flaggy Wright and Earll coining Charters. 

Mr. Edwin Croswkll of the Albany Argos, sent tne, in 1834, a (ramphlM 
imfitled ^* Origin, provisions and effbct of the Safety Fond Law,>> with a request 
-that! would notice it. For the first time, I have now given it a careful perusal. 
It professes to be a reply to Mr. Walsh's Quarterly Review, the Repoit of the 
Union Oommittee, and the strictures in Congress on what is termed a dangerous 
political deception by Van Bnren, under whoae short govemoient of New Yoric 
4hie fond and its commissioners were recommended. .T^he pamphlet may be 
fairly assumed to be Van Buren's defence. It appeared^ with high commenda- 
tions in his press, the Argua, and was approvingly referred to by the presses 
•eontrolled by bank democrats throughout the state. ^ 

in 1P90. Thiit year, Aug. 8. ho said In hi« Patriot. " No man iinitr^ more of the qnaliilcs of tho honest, np> 
rlj(ht, andnble RtntcKman, than John Qiiincy Ai!am!<. Mr. Ad'iiuH* t.itenti are lltted »olely to ni\ti\n k repab 
llo. becmiM reptMiean govenunem can only be ^utialiMMi by iDtep;rity niiU plnin deallnr.'^ In iski. Hill Vk-eot 
for Crawford. hU naiivlsni, and the minority caucti.** — but. t,iud he. Msiy, I.'-^M, " Sliould he [Crawfurd] not tie 
•laeted, we can trust <rar executive department in the hnndit of Adams or Clay. 1 Miah I could aay th« mine 
.<<Gea«mlJaokMn. *»*•<«« We diinoi like to be hani^ed wiihout rhyme or rMaoo." Bylf97or 
*S8, banc had veered round to Jar.lcson, and in due time Jackson was " the democracy," and Clay anu Adams 
tbtrnt a> ba4 men as laaiie knew of anytibere. Oh, what lat contracts Itaae got when be turned ! 

• Tub Dkpkncr op thi: Safety Pisn Law, so called, to which Mr. Croswell had thas 
reqoef4ed my altPnlion, mentions, that prior to Van Burcn's short atlminist ration, in 1^, iliere 
Jud bsea desperate beak failures-- that the bank^i had paid in only part of their capitiU at start- 
tag, and that the direclcrs gave " little or no Amher guaranty for the faithful exwution of their 
tmst than the obligation to pay their debts in specie"— that in some oases pa}ments on shawa 
had been made in aoecie, the money withdrawn again, and notes of hand substituted, with no 
other security than the unpaid shares held by the p.'irty— the fraudulent banks had thns gone 
into operation, and when failure followed, the capital ^'as found to consist of die wortnle«s 
notes of worthless individuals — that tlic exdiL^vr: legislative power lo act as bankers, issiue 
fuiper aA money, &c., conferred by law on .such iiankii, liaii induced honest people to take their 
notes for property and labor, and depo^sit money with their rascally managers, who generally 
placed their plunder, thns acquired, lx?yond the reach of the creditors of the institutions. 

If reference be made to my account of the Hudson Bank, the old Buflalo Bank, the Wa^- 
ingtOB and Warren Bank, the Bank at Plattsbiux^, and similar institutions, in this volunie : 
and to Prosper M. Wetmore ahd P. "W. Spicer*s United States Lombard Co., the Morris Canal 
Bank, Traaesmen^s Bank^ Fulton Bank, the Lifb and Fire Co., Chemical Bank, and other 
kindred concerns, noticed in my Lives of Hojt and Butler ; as al^ to the reported bank fiaud 
trials of 1836, of which Noah and Webb appear to retain a recollection, when making of 
- President Polk's Navy Agent. Prosper M. wetmore (paeas 224 and 236), the reader will see 
that the public had been so cheated by Van Buren and his adherents, their exclusive legisja* 
tion, vottiBn chuters, and dishonest bank agents, that the cry wan loud and universal fur an 
'efficient check upon such accumulated wron^. 

So far were van Buren, Wright, Builer, Flagg, Crcwwell, and the part>' in power, frtm 
deeirinff to dieck charter granting (a disgrace and a scandal as thev ever have been to tlie 
iiODorca cause of popular govemmentV thai they did their very best in tne session of 1828 (only 9 
monllis before), to pass through the legislature of the state, without any new check or reform 
'whatarer,avarietvofrenewalsofbankcnarters— and when Butler was defcatedby the rvluciance 
«0f tmKkinJbi of the mambers any longer to countenance the odious system, Van Buren came 
oat through his Arous, and vilified the two-thirds clause in the constitulion of 1821. Wlieft it 
became apparent that some concession must be made to public sentiment, the moclc-gnaraatr of 
,the Safety Tund Bubble was introduced by Van Buren, as a scheme invented by JoUxosl 
Forman, an oki ibderalist of Onondaga. It pretended to make the banks ' enter into a toit of 
IMttoal aaearaBce-Mhe commiMioner clause enabled the execmiva to pxy lata tba oonoenM d 
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When we look back upon the dishonest bank legislation of Van Buren, But- 
ler, Wright, Barker, Throop, Marcy, and their friends, previous to 1829, and 
compare it with this party account ; and then look forward to 1H37, and so up 
to 1841, at Van Buren, Cambreleng, Bowne, Butler & Co., denouncing as vile 
and infamous the fabric artfully reared in 1829, we are compelled to admit that 
the chief actors in the continued knavery of the last twenty years, must feel a 
degree of contempt for the people they have so successfully deceived, beyond 
anything to be met with on the records of monarchy, from the days of John 
Lawto those of 'Cornelius W. Lawrence, C. C. Cambreleng, and Benjamin F. 
Butler. 

. The pamphlet, or rather Van Buren, Wright, Croswell, &c., went on truly to 
state, that when a stockjobber (like Hoytt)r Cambiylcng) had got hold of a quan- 
tity of shares of one of these moonshine banks, and aided in rifling it, he could 
" hypothecate " his shares, raise cash on them, join a company ot adventurers 
like himself, purchase as many of the shares of a sound, well managed bank 
M would secure the control of it, by the election of Butlerizing directors, and 
then push as many of the notes of the bank out among the people as possible, 
get as many deposits as they could, issue the post notes, or promises to pay at 
a distent time^ of the banki for money or property, sell out their shares at an 



•ay bnk— and it lolled the people into a false security, out of which the .Ntockjobl>er and poli- 
tical 0tag;e manager reaped an abundant harvest of ill-gotten wealth. It wa-s beouuse not one 
abanertoakl be got in 18!^, 1827, and 1828, in consequence of the two-thi/d rule, that the 
•iteic party leafier openei hi« biul'^ei in 1821), with the panacea of a safely i'lind. 

la ItM, Van Buren and his foiiowcrs pretended thai the Safety Fiiij.i'La w of J 821) w.^.s in- 
}gided as a protection to the people. Before believing thai tale, be plea.s»vl u listen to Mr. 
ifmlft Van j^ren, on t'other side of the question. I qiiotc the Albany Argus of April 8, \u-*h: 

"We had flupponed that the question ob to the expediency of a renewal ot' ilie sulvejit exisi- 
i«g chattel^ was conceded. Whether this be so or not, it appears to be urged by strong ccmsi- 
tattioQs of justice to Ihe institutions and security to ilie public. It is conceded tiiai Banics, 
vithdac limkatiotts as to their number, have become .so identified with our currrn.y, and our 
btisiness transactions, as to be indispensable. And the question nuw i^, whL'ificr it is safer to 
»«charter old and solvent fiankr, whieh have passed through the lii-st peruxl of their incoi-pora- 
tioai adv^antageously to themselves and to the public, and which are km^v.n and confided in, 
Ojjtobreak up tjie old foundations, and os thrir ruins brfno is A SCORE OR 'IWO OV 
TJRW BANKS, imtried, unknown, possibly in irrespoasible hands, and questionable as to 
their solvency or the character they may sustain 1 To this question tiiere is an easy answer : 
tod the oniv difTerenoe of opinion probably is as to the time and maiinor ot'ilie i*enewal. As to 
the time whaf period more lavorane than "the present l it will not beUay a liaz«irdoas or unne- 
cessary haste, itfkUst it will avoid ths evils of a mar approach to Ike cxpiralion of th€ charter s. 
?.*.*•* So fully convinced was the legislature of Massachusetti* oi the impuruihce to the pub- 
lic interests and the stability of the institutions, that U vor.uNTEERED to renew, and did renew 
tt* fatten of the Banks m that sUUe, SIX OR SEVEN YEARS before the limit of inanyoraiion 
futd expired. Delay, indeed, may serve the interests of the lobby, but can scarcely promote the 
ittetgstgofthe community. • ♦ • ♦ « We have no interest in the renewal of any chartci-, 
wyond what every citizen has," Ac. 

The Mechanics and Farmers* Bank at Albany, to whose manager, T. W. Olcott, Butler's 
"ttcrs and the Safety Fund give additional notorie^, was incorporated in 16 1 1, the moment the 
^d U. 8. Bank charter was vetoed by the casting vote of Gov. Clinton. At these times, bank 
^vidends were often 9 to 18 per cent, and the premiams on privileged stock 30 to 33 per cent. 
This bank was obtained on the plausible pretext of benefiting farmers and mechanics, and the 
I^^^eot and a majority of the directors were required tqbe mechanics. Solomon Southwick 
J^ the fint president, and Gorham A. Worth, the cashier. Worth's poetry is noticed by Butler 
(rap 166), and Jacob Barker meaks of him as a friend (page 192). He is now, I believe, the 
JWier Qfa bank in this city. In due time the M. and F. fell into Regency handsy and Marcr's 
jwier-in-law, Benj. Knower, became its president When Knower stopped pa}in>8nt, in 183-1, 
TttB uren's successor in the U. S. Senate, C. E. Dudley, succeeded him. This Bank has been 
^Wttys identified with Van Buren's internts, and his son Jolm was a director and the bank 
*ittjneyforUlniaWorl837. • • 

.mAaaembty, March 19, 1898(scvf the Awns), Mr. BnUer eaUed for the third reading of the 
Mlitoi enew this Mechanics and FunMrs' Bank in the city of Albany. Mr. A. Mann, Jr., 
Mred to add a clause afieodng th« liability of stockholders^ but was not ponnittad. To paai 
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advMice, perhaps, on their origioal purchase money, and having exchwyd Am 
credit of the bank for substantial wealth in every shape, bonowed out ita oi^- 
tal, and ail the wealth that could be raised on its credit, retire from the wreck, 
and allow it to blow up and engulph the worthy and the good, the unsuspecting 
and unwary. Reports to the legislature were found to be (kceptive, millions 
were plundered from the community, and in some cases the plan was to divide 
the funds of the bank among the (few) stockholders, as pretended profits, when 
in fact there were none to divide. This enabled them to sell their worthless 
shares for a goodly sum, as of a flourishing concern, well conducted. All was fraud ; 
but so linked in with the system was the administration of justice — (there 
were Marcys, John Van Burens, Hoyts, W. W. Van Nesses, &c., in those days) 
— ^that if any rascal was prosecuted, he could aflford, from his plunder, thou- 
sands of dollars for defence ; and what with getting clear through flaws, through 
new trials, through appeals, through a brother knave on the jury, whose con- 
science could not convict, the law was inoperative, as respects 99 in 100. Cases, 
says the official pamphlet, ''of each of the classes above mentioned, had actu- 
ally occurred, exhibiting scenes of fraud and corruption, the details of which 
were spread before the community through the reports of our criminal courts, 
WHICH FOR A LONG TIME WERE CROWDED WITH CAUSES OF 

the biU, 67 members voced, Butler, Cargill of N. Y., Michael Hoffinan, Savage, VeriOaadr, Ae.; 
against it there were 37 voles. General Porter, Spencer, Fillmore, &c Not two4faizd»>-4(Mt 

On the 8th of April, the Assembly was in oommittee on renewing old bank chaners and 
grantin9.new ones. It was proposed to make the stockholders of banks indiTidnaUy reraooaihle 
to double the amount of their shares, but Butler, Cargill, Da3rton, Faulkner, and Hafiaaa, 
opposed the clause. Butler said he would take the new charters thus boithened, as a leua eril 
than no renewals, but would vote down indiyidual responsibility if he coakL On the IM, ii 
was voted down, by Butler, Cargill, Dayton, Faulkner, llofiinan, Ace. 

Messrs. Butler and Hoffman voted for special charters to some banks with, aaditoodien wiA- 
out the responsibility clauses. Any wav to get them. On the 16th, the AaaemUir in ooounit- 
tee of the whole, passed bills to renew the Franklin Bank and the Tradesmen's Bask; N. Y., 



and the Catskill Bank : also ten new bank charters to be located at Kindftrhook, Whiliehail, 
dec. I believe the whole batch got swamped, and that charters were laid over till the new cm 
of Van Buren and Reform (!) in 1829. 
The following extract tells the feelings of the bank Democrats^ ia April, 1688 : 

[FhNn the Albany Axgus, April 14, 18S8.] 
*^ Tke Bank Ckarters.-^The final question was taken in the Assembly, on Satnrday, on d^ 
" biEs for the renewal of the charters of the Geneva and Ontario Banks, and the Bank of New 
" York, and they were severally lost ; the former being deficient by three, and Ibe latter by four 
*' votes, of a constitutional majority [86]. It seems to be an unequal constitutional rule, which 
" declares a vote to be in the negative, notwithstanding more than three to one of the memben 
" PRESSNT are in the affirmative : and U is particuiarly unfartvauUe to come so near and yet to 

"filiL" r J J J 

Van Buren, Young, Wright, and their friends, had had very early lessons ot the daagins 
to liberty, attending the vicious system of banking, which obtained in this state. In a letter 
to the republicans of the state, dated Albany, April 3, 1806, and signed by De Witt Clint43tt, 
Nathaniel Pitcher John Cramer, Caleb Tompkins, Clarkson Crolius, R. Riker, John MTeaa, 
John Herkimer, John Taylor, Alex. Bheldcm, Benjamin Ferris, and other members at the 
Legislature, they tell the neople<^< You turned with disgust from the scei^ of bribery and 
" corruption by which the Mergbants' Bank in the city of N. Y., seciu^ its charter, tf the 
'' representatives of the people can, witii impunity, receive or offer bribes, the virtue of oar 
" government is blasted. If we permit its puriUr to be stained, we pave the way to destroy its 
" respect in the eyes of all good men. We shake the basis of our republican establishments, 
'* and lay the foundation whereon is built the corrupt governments of me ancient world.' 

In Jan., I8l8, Governor Clinton solemnly warned the people of the dangers they weie 
bringing on the country, through the vicious mode of transacting banking business, vhidi 
Van Buren and his pupils had continually fostered. The Assembly appointed an honetf, 
ftidifal oommittee, to waoee able and usefdl report I would be glad to give a place heie. 
Hieir chairman, Isaac Pierson, was also directed to propose aresolution for a joint oommlnee 
of t|»e legislature to inquire into the management of the affairs of the banks, whether thdr 
toda MM been inpmperly ^ifilM, or their agouti or directon beea guilty of impcoper or 
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THAT CHARACTER. HUNDREDS OF OUR UNSUSPECTING CITI. 
ZENS WERE THE VICTIMS OF SUCH CONSPIRACIES; €nd whm 
tkey finmd their foiiune$ had 6e«i ruUned hy the fraudi of thue viilam in the 
managimetU of corporate int Htu tiomf md ttppeokd to the law to bring them to 
merited pwmhmeta^ euch turned oui to be the extent and Mlrtcacy tf thnr ccmrU- 
MifuMit, andtuehihe influence ef 1*0 mcceatdy AND THEIR SSCRET KSBHl- 
TX^RSfthatpubHcJueticehereelfeeemedtobeabnoiieetatdtJimee,^^ Thbstete 
of things, we are told, induced Governor Van Bmen, when itele phyncifta in 
chief, to prescribe his grand nostrum of the Safety Fund Law. 

Qsnrioas practices forcoveDoiisoroppreanyepaipoacsiaiid wheUiertfaeyhad paid their bilk in 
money according to their charters, or evaded doing so. The report of the committee, and the 
Oovenior's recommendation, well warranted the proposition. 

** The committee believe, the present cirealation in the state principally consists of the notes 
of those banks whose nominal capitals are small and composed principally of the notes of the 
individnal stockholders, called stock-notes : so that the security of the public oonsiats of the 
private fortunes of individnal stockholders, and those fortunes, in a great measure, consist of 
the stoclrof the bank. Their in^kunoe too firtqumOif, wuf often meadf h^^ to mnrnt m 
species of didaUon aUogetker elarmingj and unless some judicious remedy is provided by the 
legislative wisdom, we shall soon witness attempts to control all selecUons to oflice in our 
oooBties, nay the elections to this veiy legislature. Senators and membemf aaemUjf wQt ie 
indebted to banks for (kek seats in this eapiiUy and t^m the wise ends of oiur cwd inOiMiens Ml 
ke prostrated in &e dust b^corporaH4ms of emroumereatien. It is therefbre evident, the deksa- 
rious poison has already taken deep root, and requires immediate legi<ilative interferenee with 
the utmost energy." 

General Root and Messrs. Meigs, Edwards, and Sharpe, made able speeches for inquliy, 
but Mr. Oakley opposed it. The resolve was adopted, 70 to 30, and sent to the Senate, where 
they were carefully protecting the knavery of Washington and Warren, BufiUo, Hudson, 
Plattsburgh, and other ratten banks of the Van Bnren umily. Van Buren denounced in- 
qoiry, cTOCtnally crushed the Assembly's resolve and protected the banks in their villaay^ 
uD their insolvency, and the breaking uown of manv others of like character, closed the scene. 
For proof take thejprinted journals of the Senate of ^. Y. Look also into the secret eorres- 
pondence of Van Buren, Butler, Hojrt, Barker, &c. 

*< During the November session [1824], a complaint was made that ihe passage of the bill 
ibr chartering [the Chemical bank oiNew York], had been procured by corrupt means. An 
investigation was ordered, and a committee appointed with power to send for persons and 
papers. The evidence given before the committee afibrded a most disgusting pteture of the 
depravity of the members of the legislature, and iwleed, I might say, of the degradation of 
haman nature itself. The attempt to corrupt, and in fhct, corruption itseli; was not coniined 
to any one party. It extended to individuals of all parties, and it is ndt imj^K)bable that the in« 
terest of members in these applications for moneyed incorporations had an effect on the political 
action of some of them. Mr. Caldwell, a witness, testiiied that he heard a senator say, ' I am 
a Crawford man to^y, but unless the Chemical Bank passes, I shall be a people's man to- 
morrow.' In short, it was evident that the foul and sickening scenes of 181% had been re- 
enacted in 1824."~^aimMfu<, vol i., p. 178. , 

The old bank of Rochester, chartered 1834, was a regency favorite. It passed the Senate, 
Fd>. 16, 1894, and among the yeas were our present Qovemor, Silas Wright, Jenaa Earll, 
cuial commissioner. John Cramer, Charies E. Dudley, Heman J. Radfield, and John Bow- 
man. In the Assembly, 30th Jan., it was voted for by A. C. Flagg, our ccNOdptroUer. Mr. Flan 
also voted for the Fulton Bank, N. Y., that year; as in the Senate, April 1, 18M^ didSiuS 
Wright, Jasper Ward, Jonas Earll, Jr., John LeffeitB, and Perky Keyes. This histefy of that 
charter is before the world. On same day, in Senate, the Long latand Bank passed by the 
votes of Silas Wright, Jasper Ward, C. E. Dudley, Jonas Earll, Jr., Periey Keyes, andFairand 
Stoanahan. In the Assembly, A. C. BHagg, not having made up hia mind, absented hiuHMlf 
ml the voting was over. 

Didyouever see a cat wateh a mouse, reader 1 Just so wiU the little oountty bank dtvaotoTi 
w1k> has lent cash to a iarmer on the mortgage of hit place, wateh him. Sixty day xenewaliL 
wUh fresh meals of interest, are an eating moth. The speculatifln Jkila die note kjwwaabhr 
aa half dtevahie of the flurm--the DanjelS. IHcknn«»ortlM kwt%fatena thetciewa-^ 
iathe banker's^ and its owner on his way to Iowa, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

G^vtnutr Van Smtrnfm^mmr BanlaymmdaffmmMtheMi.—Ju^FamaA^M report. 
—Dknding the $paU».-^3imr geet for wm% B^da^—Wehier o» tkt P«fi.— 
nr99p mcceedt Van Bwrem. — MubbeiPt Pr4tphecks. — CkoMdkr Starr on iheir 
FulfiUment.^Tht SafieUf Fmd ^ekenm a Fraud on ik* CoMUr^.— General 
George P. Barker. — Mcwcy on the Buffalo Bank. — Bank officers tried /or 
Felony. — Hour Acquitted. 

At the opening of the legislature of 1829, [Jan. 7] Governor Van Bttren 
nid a gnat deal about ban^/ but very Utile about education. One paragraph 
of hb message was in these words : 

9^ ^ To dispense with Banks altogether is an idea which seems to have «£( 
9i3(»no advocate; and to make ourselves wholly dependent on those ^ 
99* established by federal authority deserves none. If these are eoirect ^ 
99* views, the only alternative would seem to be, between a renewal of the ^ 
ji^ charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate the ^ 
Ql^ windiBg ap of these concerns by the incorporation of new institutions/' <dj) 

When a few steps higher up preferment's ladder, he wrote Sherrod Williams 
in 1836, ^^ 1 have always been opposed to the increase of Banks.''! 

-Om the ISlk of Jamwrr, 18», Vaa Barra wrote Jodlte romia, at Neir Vorfi, for a popster vcnkm of Id* 
•tea, Moi bis lequentimugli ieveUoyt [tee No. les,] and o« Uie 37ch teM it by a e wa y before the l«clfllatttr». 
Next day it appeared in the Arpia, and the itnpreasioQ is irresi&ubic, tbat the acheoiP for paaoiis a Intch of new 
Md4»ld balll(^ to suit favorite iat4>rests, was, like Ttifoop's sacceMiob, and Westerrrit** ** great nlTaiieii.'* a 
matter of barg^ and ^ood uaderstaading betvreen Van Bami. Oieott, Throop, Martjr, Fla^ and cenani of the 
pany Icadon, ai Hertiaer, fe SepiOBber, 18iH. Faanan patt Ibmrard kU plan a« of '* a comoiwiiiy snmftiiiag 
after tha laooaer of our federal uaioo— wiUi a miperviaion over tlie whole, as perfect and more beneficUI for Uie 
puMiemiji TBiLT or a oKxcaAL baxk ovaa its beamcbks.** How Van Biuen*Bscbene operated — bow tbc char^ 
tern were got— the stock distributed— who tlie men were who were oiost active in procuriof chaitant— wlm and 
what the eonmussionera were^^what praportiooa of tnock we« to leg&siaion aad pmntaent pairiotB» UIdbOIcoI', 
Mamr, Ftaflg. Vaoderpool. Dix, Wrtght, Lawreaee, Btttli;r, Crwwell, POfter, Comiog, Beeknait, Gould, Young, 
and FatillLner, or «o aaen of maw for them— and whether those who profited by these safety fund qiecttlatiom 
were not leagued to^eUier as Bceency supporterK, both before and aAer 1829— these af«queuioasth«t coald bssl be 
answered by a special work on N. V. Banking, which wonid fihow in detail how the cbarten were kQ-rolted, 
■nd for and by wbtan. Such a work wonld be the Blaek Book of the Eouire fliate in i^t camwl. Ur. Max- 
wall, • kfislator, addraasad Zena Allw the po— wttar of Saekett's Harbw, by toiler, dated Albany. Jan. 7» 18«^ 
thus ^ Dear Judfe^Yoon Jost received. There are more applicacians for banks this year than ever before. 
Yon must make out a complete Hat of directors, oficera. Jcc, and if obtained you most know now. It awst be a 
Jaekaon Bank ; and the Bank jamo hi this place, mnat be aflowed a ta^fit in the pie. 

Yoora,lndy, Pa. Maxwua." 

L«selhrtaM«hOTeb«e«Mndebrappoiilantafttft«ock of ncirbaakitolkTQillesaBdlbnDwenofllie nar- 
flnMHBt. Van Burea wWiedthatcompt powtriDbenetateed. In Ua Januiy Jfan^e, ho said. ** Who ara 
thfe panicniar redpienu of vouj- favor is a matter of minor impoftanee. The number of ttie atocklioldefs, hi com- 
Mfton wtth tbc great body of the people, is so \'ery small, and the stock is no constantty changing h.<md8, that 
THB SQUnr OP rre ORIGUf aL DISTRrBUriON betmm* a eamftrmlndf ummptrtmut mmOtr *• That 
b m ny.leiva the party to aaleet the conoiissionera lo distdhtiie the amck, and leave the dhcribatioo to iht 
anamiisionnn. Feriiapa the pMmioms oald fram UW lo 1839, on bank aiock, aold by the oikloal ftvorttes of 
the party, yielded them from two to threa miUiooa of doUan, All tUa, aays Van Bora, b ocanparatfvely 
tiBfinportaot. 

t Thia voltnna aahiids ahnndaafviianee that Blair wna Vto BMeaCa oonfcdafati, aaidiba flloha hiaimtle 
piaco— Blair and Van Borsa admU that. Tarn to the Globe of Dec SI, 1833, and yovi wUl Snd tho ibUowlh| 
pa mmaph , pfomiitag»laifa oopof banka without aay aaftnr ftind to nrolact thsir ciutamen : 

"Tms new eoallnoa, however, have labored In vain. The intel]%ent peopla of the Wast know how to 
Miatain Huir rlgfaci and i ndepondenco, and to repel oppreaaloB. AJthoogh fbliad In tlw baglnnlna avafy 
Wa««m8caaaisnboiitto«aiablish*Blaiebaaklagfaistttathm. tligy aia laaolvd to avafl ihemsulfi ^flwif 
•vviiflialaeaBditaa waU aaoftha aatfoaal eaadit to amhitaia a cnnaaqr Indopandeat of fbaaign cootial. Mr. 
Clay*a meases in Kantacky begtn now to feol how vain are all their edorts to reaist this determination of tha 
people in the WesL The LonisviUa (Kentncky) Heialdsays : • From the indlcatiotta of noUic optnloB. aa ao*. 
?"*^ ^i^* P^pmi from the States arcmad oa, there b avenr probability that banka will be chanarad in the 
Slalaa of Ohio, Indiana, and Mbsoori, and thateflbrts wlllbe ma4a to charter in thb Stale (Kaatacky) not only 
n State bank, with fsor or Ovataraaehaa, bat aavarai faulepandent banka.* ** 

Highly approvtnc of thb prombad croa of atata baaka, the Globe eondadaa hy aaytef--** So Ohio, ladlaaa. 
r-n.. Mi««oQrl2aBdKaatneky,aMiaiobadto teba cars of thamaalvaa, and no loafer dapaad aa tba fcla4 
^uw'aaiuhvgrBlddbbCtey.MdCa.** iUdCMiioMtOaciworbaneir byclaitiS«atilii^^ 
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When he had woiiced his way to the Capitol, and become PresideBt of the 
Itepttbljc, he attempted to show that inland banks were dependent on those of 
New York, where the produce is sent and from whence the merchandize is re- 
ceived, and disconrsed in one (^f his messages to Congress after this fiishion ; 

" But this cbain of diqpendence does not atop here. It does not terminate at Philacfclphia or 
New York. It reaches across the ocean, ana ends in London the centre of the credit s}Titem. 
The same la\rs of trade which gave to the hanks in our principal cities, power over the whole 
banking system of the United States, subject the former m their turn, to the money power of 
Great Britain. It is not denied that the suspension of the New York banks in 1837, which 
was followed in quick succession throughout the Union, was produced by an application of 
that power ; and it is now alleged in extenuation of the present condition of so large a por- 
tion of our banks, that their embarrassments have arisen from the same cau?<e. From this in- 
fluence the^ cannot now entirelv escape, for it has its origin in the credit currencies of the 
two countries ; it is strengthened by the current of trade and exchange, which centres in Lon- 
don, and is rendered almost irresistible by the large debts contracted there by our merchants, 
our banks, and our States. It is thus that an introduction of a new bank into tlie most dis- 
tant of our villages, places the business of that village within the influence of the money 
power in England. It is thus that every new debt which we contract in that conntr>', serious- 
b^ affects our own currency, and extends over the pursuits of our citizens its powerful ii^ 
fluence." 

Od the 12th of March, Van Buren abdicated in favor of his lieutenant, Enos 
T. Throop, one of the most thoroughgoing U. S. Bank men in the state. He 
hod vt>ted for the bank in Congress in 1816, and resolutely defended it every- 
where. " 1/ ampk talents j^^ said Van Buren, about Throop, ^^ and a sound (Hs- 
aiminatuig judgment — if integrity and singleness of purposcy and truly repuh' 
lican principles furnish any just ground for expecting a safe administration of 
the government^ that expeaationj I am persuaded^ may, in the present instancey 
be fully indulgedJ*^ Throop had to reply, of course ; and the journal tells us, 
that he arose in his place in the Senate, and, among other things^ declared he 
was for bankS) and plenty of them. '^ Their influence upon productive industry 
.... Aat^e been more beneficial than the most sanguine projector could have 
anticipated," said Throop. 

Ob the ISth of Mareh, Mr. Hubbell, in the assembly, rose to oppose the 
bank bill of the Van Buien party.* His speech 1 find in the New York Even- 

nf iMT LflclsUtnre, I be^eve, eteven new banki, with aa aoregate capital of about Tonr milUons— ih« |wt 
Mk IHH-Cy havlnc a inajarliy In both branches. 

VVeottaf, In rephr to a defence of the Pets and Safety Pttn<l, by Qoveranr Wripht', in Sennt<>, March 20. 183 1, 
thus exposcil the artAiI net Into which pretended patriots had, sptder-Uko, enticed the fHrniers and riiaiiit&c> 
twerw (vf New York : 

■ "'nik* all lh» baokn In the coutry which have been incorporated since the Siifcty Fund sv&tem \vfi<« n^tah- 
Uthed, and can the gentleman mention one which has not been studiously nnd de^lcnedly plHced in Ihe hands 
of poliUcal fneadu 1 Is there, m>w-a-days any xach thing as obtaining a bank chnrter from llm Lej^hlittur^ of 
New York, without coinml«s|aners, named in the act lt*«K; tn distribuie the stock : and is there .uiiy nue in 
■ranee, la which a ma>Hrlty of sbaiea in not allotted to man of one pnriicnlar political pnrty 1 Will ihe p^n- 
Itoannaav, thai a hundred of the first merohanu of New York, or Albany, or Uilco, or Ihilliilo, could ihi3d:iy 
.eblaia a cbaiter, for thenvelves, and (heir aAsociates ; the stock to ba divided at they u\\^\\\ chfK)4C ? I am 
altogether inlirinfoniied if any such thing could be expected. With ns. and I supfwso ehewhere, bnnkine \% 
10 monopoly. Certain general laws rcfrnlaie the whole btwInesA, and one clitn of persons liMir the staoji* right, 
and the iauie SicllUy, In applying for and receiving charten aa others, if they confttrui 10 the irt neral law, 
•fed ahow a pfiihable neceesltv for the Instltntton which they ask for. i\o quu.^iion i« ninked .^i ui whnt school 
er whatpar^ the applicants belong ; and thlt is as it should be. To place nil bank circulation, nnd bank ac- 
commodation, and bank Influence, into party hands, tn be used for paity purposes, would be, and is, if such a 
thing anyni'here e.tlsts, an enormity, worthy only of the woni govemamnto." 

• The Safety Fund Commissioners, Chandler Starr, Tnunbull Carv, &c., in their report of 
Jan. 30, 1&43, show how connect Mr. Hubbell's views were in J8i29. I'liey assure tlie le^i^la- 
t«re of their utter inability to prevent the plundor of banks bv the negixg^nce of directors and 
rqgnery of cashiers, or the villainy of botii combinetl. 1. fiecause it is difficult, and often 
hafoK^e^ by the exerdse of the greatest vij^lanoe, to compel a bank to suspend till it is 
hopelessly insolvent. 9. tTnlil a bank has violated a positive Jaw, it is nsuallv beyond their 
powers of interference, through an application fbr a chancery injunction. 3. l*hoagh tfie 
xnanagement is very improvidem. the loana made in U»ge rams to a few favorites, or badly 
aaenred and very donbcftit— though the eOoen may be the principal borrowers, and te mftna- 
|RB evidently hazarding the capital of a bank, yet the commissioners daie not interfere. 4. 
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ing Potfty reported from the Albany Argus. He was conrinced that tbe 1 
fimd would prove only a splendid premium offered to dishoneaty aDd hm 
that many expedients would be resorted to by the managers of a corrupt in 
tution, in failing circumstances, to.push as many of their bills into ciiculatioo 
as possible, the whole banking capital of the state being pledged for the redemp- 
tion. He wanted to guard the honest stockholder, infants, widows, aged per- 
sons retired from business who had their funds in the banks, but this "scheme 

" It is true that an injunction will be granted when the rain of the bank hajs been consmniBalBd 
by actual insolvency, or in ca»es where half the capital stock has been lost.'' 5. But then 
Acts mast be sworn to, as facts actually known to the commissioners, or proved on oath by 
others. 6. Even if a well founded belief of insolvency is the result of an investigation by the 
commissioners, Chancellor Walworth carries the matter to a future day, and this affords time 
to the bank officers to give preferences to those 'they may desire to fkvor, and to substitoie 
worthless paper, or paper at long dates, for notes at short dates and well secured. The bank 
capital is often placed " in the hands of reckless and unprincipled managers, and unrestrained 
by either moral or legal obligation." 7. Examinations of banks take place but once in four 
months — the commissioner has often little knowledge of the debtors or of the real value of the 
other fund« — " he is precluded from disclosing the names of the debtors," and has to believe 
whatever tlie managers may tcU him. Even if the information is sworn to, it Is not wofth 
much. 8. " The selection of President and capable Directors mast, of nece.ssity, constitaie 
the great safeguaixi of bank stockholders "—BUT THESE CONSIDERATIONS SELDOM 
INFLUENCE THE STOCKHOLDERS IN THEIR CHOICE. 9. Officers and managers 
put in, are fortified by proxies, which keep them in. They have lost much of late by specu- 
lating unwisely. 

what a commentary on that grand humbug, the Saitsty Fund Law, by which falae«9reaa^ 
is declared to be perjury, and the exhibition of false books, or entries, to the coqunissionera^ a 
felony ! ! Justice to the guilty is a mocker}% and even Benjamin Butler sneers at the idea of 
calling the knaves to account. Is this, can it be, free, enlightened, democratic America 1 The 
America of my early dreams it surely is not. 

In 1836, George P. Barker was elected to the Assembly from Erie Coonty, lo electioneer for 
the charter of tne City Bank of Buffalo. He did ao, and obtained it, tlirough the votes of 
Senators J. and L. Beardslev, Armstrong, Qansevoort, Coe S. Downing, Griffin, Hubbu^. 
Hunter, Geo. Huntington, H. F. and J. F. Jones, Lacy, Lawyer, Livingston, LonneibenT^ 
0. Madf , the party printer, Maison, Seger. the ez-cierk of assembly, Van Sohaick, D. Wj|rer, 
Sterling and Spraker. Samuel Youi^, with Loomis, James Powers (see page iO\ and oae 
or two more, fbrmed the opposition. Prosper M. Wetmore was its supporter in the AssenBiUy, 
and also the supporter of almost every other bank asked for. Polk sticks to him as Navy 
Agent here, like a brother. Van Buren's followers had their share of the plunder, by agre^ 
ment. One prominent operator (Coming, I think), had f30,000 of the stock, ami wMea 
the bank failed, the Argus had the assurance to call the concern a "whig bank pai:^" 
*• machine." 

From first to last, General Greoi^e P. Barker, abolitSoni< Canadian Patriot, slDckjobfecr, 
and Van Buren's steady tool, was a director of the City Bank — ^he was also its attorney, 
transacting its law business. John B. Macy, another ex-Van Buren man, was the first pr^i- 
dent. and he and his partner, Isaac S. Smith, the loco-foco candidate for Qoveinor, abfttracted 
and lent themselves nearly $150,000 of the frmds of the bank ; their secnrtties were sold at 
Buffalo last Nov. for less than S^.OOO— $52,000 of discounted bills brought $1,^300— judgments 
in &vor of the bank for $235,000, were sold for $21,500. Until Nov. 1839, the Safoly Fond 
Commissioners reported the bank to be sound and healthy, though it was even then ottiriy 
worthless — so too, the state authorities had lent it more than $100,000 of the pnblic flindft-- 
a dead loss. The bank had not only issued the extra allowance of its notes mentioned in die 
statutes, bat also many thoumrnds of dollars beyond the let^l limit — and when Mtacy was 
named as its receiver, he swore that not only would over $SiOO,000 of its notes be redeomaUe 
out of the state treasury, but that " it is supposed that a still larger amount of the fraudulna 
issues of that bank than is already redeemea is lurking yet in recesses only known to its cor- 
nipt managers." 

Isaac S. Smith, in an official letter to FitzwilHam ByidBall. and others, dated Baffida Seplen- 
bcr 29th, 1836, a month or two afler the City Bank was set anoat there, thus proclaimed the ihilh 
that was in him : 

" None of our infftitutions^" said Isaac, " have so strong a tendency to create and perpetoale- 
" the odious distinctions between the rich and the poor, as the paper monev banks. 
" Thoae inoorporatians, and others not more meritorioua. and yet equaUy monopdizing, havs 
^'bettthegxeateatoauseof trackling and corruption in legialation. The worst feature in tba 
** Ifoeeedings of paat lagiALattxa, haa beea the wasteful appropriation of large suxaa^ oatensiUj 
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left the coDfiding stockholder without remedy, when a fiulnre took pboe. He 
had no faith in the commissioners, who would rely on the statements to be giren 
ly hank officers, and prove no check at all to mismanagement. The commis* 
sioners would have an unbounded and very dangerous influence, and form a 
connecting link between ail the institutions, for political or any other combina- 
tions they might think necessary ; and the whole machinery prove an unsafe 
monopoly, noming short of despotism. 

I am very well satisfied, that an honest, efficient system could be devised 
without difficulty, by which this country would have a sound currency, portable, 

"for public imraovements, but in realitjr far party puipoMs^ and the mndnff of chsrters ibr 
" banks, with wmch to strengthen the hantb of paity teadeFs. I wouM sancdon notfali^ bat 
''lilTer and gaid as a circalating mediam." This ftllow nuts m» hi mind of dw sharper 
JttkinsoQ, in the Vicar of Wakefield. He had silver on his tongoe, but did not foraet to 
abstract $150,000 of the bank funds, with the aid of his more tcderant partner in leather, Macr. 
The bank, through a committee, gave up good securities to debtors^ and took the Tonawantk 
Bank in lieu of them, capital $150,000, but not worth one cent In Nov. 1839, the bank, by 
Lewis Eaton (Van Buren's ex-saf^t^ fund com'r) its president, General Barker, attorney and 
director, L. F. Allen, no whig of '70, and the other directors, appointed three of thema^es a 
committee *< to take ooUateral secnrities, or eztingoiah donbtftal defati." Stephen While, L. P. 
AQen, and Jed. H. Lathrop were chosen, and went lo work and made a aettnn^ntof the affairs 
of the bank, concerning which Marcy swears " that the same was made with intent to defiraud.'' 
I need not tell yon that as their brother in the affiur, Barker, was elected Attorney General by 
dMse who had got rich by such knavery, and their abettors and sapporters, there were no oon- 
rietions either at statute or conunon law. George P. Barker appears to hare borrowed huge]/. 
913,000 with VanderTOort, $10,000 on his stodc, known to him to be utterly worddeas^ $S,000 
on Ohio city, dbc. Let honest republicans keep in mind, that ater Barioer had brouaht ibrth 
and buried this inflinions bank, Fiagg, Marcy, (^Sullivan, Diz, Coming, Faulkner, Davezac, 
M. Hoffman, Van Buren, and the party leaders selecled him fcr Attorney General of the 
State, while the Syracuse Convention that named Van Buren fcr preaident on a secxaid term, 
pot Attorney Barker and Col. Young on their ticket as state eledon. 

The Bank of Buffiilo, another safety fund concern, of which Hiram Pratt was President and 
John R. Lee cashier, chose Orlando Allen as its President on the death of Piatt, whom a fear 
of prematore discoveries of villainy hastened to his grave. ^ ihiled in 1840, and had issued 
many thousands of dollars of its paper, as mcmey, bevtmd the limit allowed l^ law, i^ officers. 
Allen and Lee, solenmly swearing to tne contra^ before the conuniasioners. A Bnffido grami 
\nxy, on what was bcljeved to be unquestionable testimony, indicted Lee and Allen ibr the 
penary— ^ey were arrested and held to bail, Allen, if memory serves me, bein£ out of the way 
and brought back. It is reported that the banks lent their notes to the brwers at reguhu' 
interest, with an understanding, dtc., that the brokers shaved (exacted usury) as ck)Ge as they 
ooaki, that the profits were divided between the brokem and the preaident and directors of the 
bai^ and that when discounts were applied ibr, they would say " we can't do it— Lee, die 
broker can— away to Lee.'* Two per cent a month, dec., followed, of course. This nuy or 
may not be so— but as Lee is a fair spoken, plausible person, and as Allen quotes Barker's 
case, and says they all do it, I wrote a friend in Bufihlo to send me all the pigpen *viintat>{tM> 
the trial or any part of the proceedings, as Barker was die prosecutor, and die case of unnsuu 
interest to the whole country. Here is the result. <* Bufihlo, Nov. 90, 1843^ W. LuBfockea- 
"zie. Sir: General Barker has just concluded his speech in the trial of John R. Lee, die 
"cashier, for perjury in swearing to iUse returns. The evidence contains some strange 
"developments in banking. The judge proceeds with his charge— the verdict you will get 
" to-morrow. The trial excites much interest, and die newspapers containing the best report I 
'*wfllaendtoyon." Soon after, die N. Y. paners said he was acquittad, and my friend wrote 
again—" Every Buffido paper is silent on the details of Lee's trial— he was acputUdj bat there 
"was perlnry or itseqmvalent somewhere, and enough of it too. Whydie public joonuda, 
" wlUch Often copy very unimportant issues in the courts, should have all omitted this very 
"important one, yon can guess as near the truth as, yours tndy." The endoftheBuffido banks, 
13 in idl, was ho^ess insolveaqr, fraud in not a few, and me honest naxt of die coinmanity 
in OUdft, New Yoik, Canada, Indiana, dec., were cheated, aa before by Van Bmvn's first bank, 
and by similar characters, too. Had the evidence in Lise's case justified the verdict, or had 
dM attorney general been any odier dian a character steeped in bank corrc^tfon ; had he beea 
•rtot to search for, produce, and duly examine die wiOBMsea diat might have been fiMrdMi 
dtfaer WDOld Lee's exculpatt>ry testimony been heralded to hia credit, or the vwUct 
soaae atonement to a pillaged people. All may have been right— bat I haw wHttfwrf triria 
la ihia aiaia which wera ao maoagad aa to niika aa moK dian Ba«|ie^^ 



92 WE6STER, JACKSON, LIVINGStON ; THE N. Y. CITY BaNKIJ. 

suitable for commei-ce, and yet not be exclusively metalKc ; but it does not 
a])pear probable that Van Buren had any wish fpt such a currency at this time. 
General Jackson said he knew " a very good plan of a bank," but when I wrote 
some of his cabinet advisers, they had never seen it. Webster's language, in , 
January, 1834, was very judicious. While he denounced the pets, he said to 
government, tell us of a better plan than the U. S. Bank, and we will adopt it ' 
" For the convenience of the government and of the country," said he, ** uicrc 
must be some bank, and he should wish to hear the views of the administratioD. 
He was not so wedded to this bank, as not to be willing to hear any other plan j 
which human ingenuity might devise, if any other feasible scheme could be ^ 
devised." 

The following extract from Jackson's Fapewell Address of March, 1S37, 
appears to me to exhibit other feelings and pfinci[^es than those of 1829 and 
1834. Why did he foster the state banks for eight years, and then condeiAii ' 
them ? 

'* The planter, the farmer, the mechamc, and the laborer, all know that their success depesidi 
upon their own industry and economy, aiid that they must not expect to become suddenly rich 
by the fruils of their toil Yet these classes of society form the great body of the people of tke 
U. S., they ace the heme and sinew of the country ; men who love liberty and desire nothing 
but equal rights and equal laws, and who moreover hold the great mass of our natiooai 
wealth, although it is distributed in moderate amounto among the millions of freemen who 
possess it. Buty with overwhelming numbers and wealth cox their side^ they are in constaat 
danger of losing their fair influence in the government, and with difficulQr maintain their jatf 
dghts against the incessant efforts daily made to encroach upon then. The mischief springs 
from the power which the moneyed interests derive from a paper currency, which they are 
able to control; from the multitude of corporations with exclusive privileges, which they'havr 
succeeded in obtaining in the different states, and which are employed altogether ibr their 
benefit ; and unless you become more watchful in your states, and check this spirit of mono- 
poly and thirst for exclusive privileges, you will in the end find that the most important powen 
of government have been given or bartered away, and that the contrcd over 3'our dearest interats 
has paswd into the hands of these corpoTation&" 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Albany Bank and State Union, — EngHsk mode of Bank In^ttnea.'-^ Silas 
Wright. — JVcto York Banks protest against Van Buren^s Mutual InsuroMn 
Company. — N. fs. Benton^ a steady Bank Man. — Correspondence on Banks ^^ 
OphUons of Old Safety Funders. ^Charles Stebbins.— lhe Dry Dock Bank.^ 
George R. Davis. — Peter Robinson. — The Eleetioneermg Commtaswn, — Thf 
Broken Banks, their Villainy and Rottenness. — The WatervHet Bank. — T. 
W. OlcoiCs Bond. — Bank of Lyons. — Di^oncst Receivers. — Egbert Okott. 

Van Buren 's Safety Fund Act of. 1829, is a regular union of hank and state; 
the state was to protect the banks and to control &enQ.* He found tiial to carry 

* The Bsakfi hi Nevf Vork~th* Mftrclnuits*, City, Mecbmiies', Picenlx, Union, TrMlrsmen't, and Bank oT 
America— wished »«Qei^aU, b«it tliey ctbjectc^ to ilic bill, in Seunte, March 30. that it Miwi Ymtif m otakc Ite 
\vUi»i«(if lliv ljankiireKjioo»il>le for encli other's comluci and niiinngenu'nt— tliat in 40 yenr^ nnly five charlfffrd 
v\ y brnk" \\t\d faiWil— that without n paid «p capital and faitlifiii and capable dlfpctom, Van Burcn'aiian w«ial4 
be n<i rpiitedv at nil. and with thtnrt, It was not riequired—tlUit the three commiaiionrn would be a daliiiik* of 
the public and a falaa, ill-grotfiided Memity, bMaiaw nrt three men coald make the conu>lcie Inaiicciionr, ui- 

3ulrie4 and exaininai)o««neoiKary lo ftilfil Uie iiuentioii of Uie proposed law, and cupirncln] (DquirleswMM 
<x:elvL> iJie Eolveiit, well managtd bankK encournge finiid, and deeply ii^ure the cnuntry In the h>ng run--:dM 
The pover ^Kni to the ^crrcinrr nf iheTreRvury to hf»peet the cunduct of tlie U. S. Bank hM provf^ dMailve, 
the ram amount of defakMtott havhif nearly rulaed h bafwre he knew thai an^nhiitg was wroitg«-th»i ii»BM»i 
skMi h:«d been mode th«t a real and oompeieni capital ahnald be requlied when new cliaiivrs were grunted, no* 
■ that Ike auick should xQ hito the heiul« uf real bona fide Mockboldi>r8, aitd not Into the keeplns of tpecataKNa. 
V. Biirtm 6l, Co. wuiild have lorit, and tlie people saved utillioiis by such an honest prov^fiD i vb ihia. 

On the 4ih of April, Mr. T. L. Smith asked feave lo wMidraw the BAffnorials IVon tile N. Yu dqr huim; SM 
Mi. C. L. LlvlDgstoD, whoee free bank letters appear hi this velume, truly remarked, that their maaafan Ian- 
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his measures, the temper of the times required such a proposition to be artfully 
mide theo. In 1837$ in special session, when the villainy, wholesale as it. 
sarely wait, had b«ea ^lly accomplished, and the people duly plundered in that 
fomi — he dtsnounced bis old scheme, pretended to be horror-struck at the 
roguery of bank and state unions, and advised their repeal. Young said that 
Komaii despotism could not have done a tithe of the injury which the muuopoly 
system had accomplished ; but he fofgot, like Van Buren, to tell that he had upheld, 
DQiBed, and gained gold by it, in the teeth of Tompkins and CI intones solenm 
wsruiofi. Van Buren had plundered one class by his sham safety fund ; ho 
was DOW prepared to plunder another by his subtreasury. That scheme would 
make money scarce, and oblige the man who had mortgaged his estate in times 
of plenty of paper, (for paper promises, to pay in eold and silver in times of 
scarcity,) or forfeit the inheritaoce of his fathers. The bankrupt law of 1842 
was the closing scene. In 1816, 1825, and 1832, the British Parliament had 
questions affecting the currency before them, and special committees called be- 
fore them, and carefully examined bankers, merchants, manufacturers, men of 
skill, science, and experience : the whole was taken down in shorthand and 
prioled. Action followed at a future session. One of these reports and the 
evidence forms a large folio. Here the grand question is — What course will 
promote the interest of the leaders of the party / Tedious, though invaluable 
inquiries, like those made in London, might save millions to the people, but they 
would be too monarchical ! 

Such is the operation of Van Buren's deceptive Safety Fund, concerning 
which* Silas Wright, in reply to Henry Clay, in the U. S. Senate, Wednesday 
Feb. 26, 18^, said, ^^ I verily believe, that in consulting the safety of the pub« 
lie, it has, in the best manner^ consulted the greatest safety of the banks.'^* 

Bw ihat ** Uie train nf dii^a-iter and embarraasmcnt rhat would follow tbe adoption of ihc new fjosi^d sj-stcni 
W03I4 te**/very K'^-at^nnit a>> It proved in the lung nia I pfe^ume that Smith's oppo.<:Uion was not fnriron''n — 
ihtt ]i» is the Smith of whom Coddioirton felt afraid, (pages 306 and 209,) oiid i)i« Smith whom Polk has re- 
»*nd TriHu oiftc« to mnlie way for Gilleti. 

la IJ^-i*, on Vail Bureaus principle of Safety (1) 29 bankif were charlnrpd— in J830, only 8— IS in 1831— ft 
In ISSiJ— ? in IKO, and 21 in 18M and 183ri— in all ninety. On the fir-t of January. J«37, th^lr nomind 
eaptel was $32,S0I,4§0— thoir ca«h Sj«5S2,3r»7, and tiieir notes in circulntk)n ns money $2-2,06a,lST An "f- 
fidslaiecoact tfivcs their proAt^ at more thin five millions of dolUrit. In Miy they isropt pavin«:nt Thu H> nntc 
Jaqmalof iS-d, shows the working of the machinery that y»*ar. N. S. Rmlon, of I.iiile Fnlf% ri-cently ihi; V. S. 
Dtarlrt Attorn*-/ for Northfim N. If., and now Secretary of State. w.as then nS'nalor. Ho voted xvjih llie 
kaian, but wont against 8 charteis, all of which were roj«tod. Denton, S. Allc:i, Bo<;ar(lu«5. Thr«x»p, S;ebbl«N, 
>o4 Bai;er, tiimaliawked the Butchers and Drovorrt* Bink, but a bf^Mer uiiderytan'lln^ with the reg* ricy was 
brought abtmt and next year tlie bill pn.<«ed. Noarly the same parlies unit»'d agiin^'t Hi;vcral other banks. Ste- 
I*an Allen moved an excellent clause in thu Safety Fund Law, that no director, officer or agent of any charter- 
ed baak shall purchase or be interested in tbe Diircha.se by others, of any bink note, bund, or obligation i>sued 
W say bank for h less sura than Uie face of said note, bond, &c., under h penalty. N. S. Bnotun cnvt* this hon- 
e"t pcoposiilon a decided negative, and mith Ijewi^.Eaton. Hu'den. linger, Slebbins, WheoU r, Wat rnnn. tind 
Boughton, voted it down ! No wonder they made B^ton a bnoK commis9ioncr, and president of tbe City Bank 

* Oar SMKiaiy of State, N. 8. Benton, ia a very aiiitable tncumbeut for those who elected him. Jlis votes in 
("•Setete show that he is rotten to the very core. His oSlce i * tbe rocoinpenst' of facLiuiis aarvittide. I Ic Is a du- 
piieaieof Dr. Butlieria d of Philadelphia, whoM letter fonnfl No. 93, page 1^2 of f>)rrc»pondence. The i.'tttcr 
•rawed frankly wtet all trading polUidans think. They fi'nily hold the masses fa\ c4»ntcmpt, nna never hesiuiie 
M M nsaw, provided they may gain their selfish ends. Yet those men are socceeefui while lutle regard is paid 
vfVtut people le honest, capaMe, unobtnisive persons. Dr. Sutherland's avowals, one would liave thought, would 
linaeachidod him thereafter from polltleal favor ; nnd yet he has scarcely been ontof ofllioe ever since ! the puo|tIe 
<if nil«dcl|diia and tlie U. S. government grantiog alm<Nit ail hia reqQ«>8ii', both for hiuiself an J family \ U t'te 
'*«i>t aarprised that Swiss multiply 1 Does \l not s"em that, an the Bible tells qs of old timos, the people love 
lo Wehaaied, and heap honon on their deeeivors witJi their ijee open ? 

WkUe Van Buren's ireneral meeafte was before ihe Senate, Stephen Alien pro|io«ed to improve it by a pro- 
^ilon,thai each bank certify on oatli that its capital was paid up and entire before Ita ch trier could bu rca«w» d, 
watne dividend be made ontof rf*al pipflu, thai none of the eai^'ti be divided except by virtue of law, and ihht 
2|«AiQdtof the ba«k should not be uaed by the managers in qieculating in tlie stocks of other comt>auteii, uml 
naqr stocks in graieral. S-crelary Benton waa almost Hoqueut In his opposiik)n to thie pnH>naal. and, wiUi 
'war, Hubbard, Hayden, Stehbbia, and G^. B. Throop, the Auburn bankor, voted agaliM it— but he votud for 
jM kai Itself, of coarse, and aldo for Ihc chacbw of thu Mohawk Bunk, &aiik of M>»nioe, Farmers and Mech:uk> 
'^liMkportrltliaca, Yate^ Co., ITtkn, Puinam Co., &s. 

CkaileaBiebbina, too, wan a steady, nnpruiripled iostiument of Van Bnren, in those timaa. Re took his «eat 
HlJas isute for the Sch district, hi January, J4}96-HrotiHl steadily for ilie patty ohaAors in ISSO, and against im- 
V^mtaiaaB for the proteeikm o/the honest stocktioider and biil-h«tlder— proved hima^if At to be a go-between for 
»• ■•fancy and the Banks ant as prosUtnt of the senate, when Throop to4»k Van Burea'a place-nand when Ulc 
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Twelve yean after, at Albany, as Governor, (Jan. '46,) Mr. Wright changed 
hit tone, and said ^hat *^ That legislation which equalizes the ben^ts and m- 
dens of government, and attempts to secure no special advantages to any, wiQ 
difluse {Mxwperity throughout a community .... attempts to confer &voni by 
law upon classes or localities, produce a competition destructive to profitable 

industry ; a strife, not to earn but to gain the earnings of others The 

tendency of this &lse system is to separate capital from productive labor, and, 
carried out to its foil extent, will produce the singular result, that he who hbois 
least may accumulate the most, and he who works the hardest may know the 
most want.'' These latter views are borrowed from Burke — ^are correct — and 

i«n WM <mt, Tiirooirand the Senate made blm tkt bank eommMoner of the elate, nracli to tbeMl^ ef Sm 
baak% wbo wanted a bank-Jobber and not a stern, upcfi^ic agent, to ezeiciw tbe liiqukltorial powers, naoMd bi 
the bin to make It palatable to tbe maiion, bat never meant to be used for their benefit On the 8th of May, 




had Just $15,105 hi specie— $400,000 of Its fbnds had been lent to three Wall ntreet leeches, to speculate on, and 
the directors pvetended that they did not know it! ! Wbo suflfered fbr the (Use books, iUse entiles, fUse tespes- 
tlmm and false dhectoia in this cise? No one. Tbe Aipw and the Attas babble about equal lifhtsb and mscfc 



the victims ef party crime, e/«eys with 



y crime, e/«eys with untnuty. 
George B. Davis, of Troy, was little troubled whh nrlbdple, not witbetu ability, and paid his court amidaoirtr 

•" •*' IatheAse«nbly,hithewiiiterofl830,hcwf^ ^ ^ *■ • 

jMyie that he was the nncompiomislng enemy ol 

Ms boeUlity till it ceased to exist Olcoit was delighted, and In 30 days Davis was a bank oonmilsBioaer, throng 



to T. W. Olcolt la the Assembly, hi the winter ofiSSO, he was fishfaag lor the pfllce of bank 

the Unit 



and declared hi debale that he was the nncompiomistog enemy of tbe United States Bank, and would never cesst 
Ms boeUlity till it ceased to exist Olcoit was delighted, and in 30 days Davis was a bank oonmilsBioaer, throng 
Olcott's Inflaencei for the N. Y. banks had then no vote. In 1831, we And the banks sendiiig their comnussloner, 




„ ' interest, UL . . , , 

dsfstiuirilng tiint certain men should have certabi sums lent them Tbe machfaiery was made to suh till 
1637, and then a new leaf was tnmed over to get more gain to the Ibw by deceivieg thdr brother mea. 

When the banks revised to redeem their Issaes, or repay the fhnds deposited in their vaults, in May, 1897, the 
people found no saAty hi the safely Aind. Thoee who required specie had to sell bank notes for what they 
would fetch to obtafai it. Tb meet absolute insolvencies nearly two millions of doUaxs have been paid since 
laSO, part by the b«iQks and part by the sute. 

Enstos Coming, Albert Lester, and E. B. Taloett, the Senate's Committee, January, I8<5, state that the dh 
rectors and maaacen of the ibilowtaig broken banks, viz : the City Bank, Buffalo, [Attorney General Barfcer'M,i 
the Bank of BulfiUo, the Commercial Bank of BuflUo, the Wayne Co. Bank, ihe Bank of Lyons, the Commer- 
cial Bank of Onrego, and the Clinton Co. Bank, each of them insolvent safety fonil concerns, took care to it* 
quire nelUier bond nor security, either ftom their cashiers, tellers, clerks, or other offleeia, to ensurc their fhitbfU 
conduct, and protect the stockholders and tbe public sgalnst enbesalements. Van Bareo's legency commisfMn- 
ers whiked at all this, and their whig succeiWNS were not one whit more clear-sighted. The WatervUet Babk 
took an oxoellent security tai the prmlent and pkms T. W. Olcott, but the understandinf between the chancellor 
and hb reeelver seems to be that the ciediton of tbe bank do not need that money. I find none of the reports of 
^JheBeceiveraon tbe iSenata*s journal, but enough of matter in which society have a much smaller hitereet. 
There were $l,3ei,84Sdne to the Bank of Bullblo, when it fhiled^Nov. 1841 ; Walworth appoinisd B. Y. Austin, 
Beeeiver, tai 1842, and up to Jan. 1845, he had collected only 88S;830. Out of $543,430 of notes and oblieatlans dns 
by the public to the Cilnion Bank, which Mled, AprU, IMS, the receiver had collected but $76,019 in several 
year»>-and the Lyons Bank ( wone stf 0) had yielded to T. B. Strong of Palmyra, the Beeeivfr,on]y $17,445. out of 
$a6S,0Q8 of debts. The eenate's Committee tell, that of the good notes, weU seemed, or good bonds, behmahw 
to the Commercial Bank of Bnflblo, the Bunk of BuffiOckand the Clinton Co. Bank, and which could have been 
collected in AiH, the (dearacratle) Bec et vcr s had, tai oertaln cases, sold the notes to the debtors or their IHemfa, er 
eompromieed the debts, VOti NOMINAL eUlllS, thus defVaodiiig the people of the state, putting its juartee tn 
shame, and earning the enemies of American fteedom to n'Joice at these new evidences of iu M»lena«. As If 
bi mockery of the iiijuied, MeaHS. Coming, Lester, and Taloott gravely recommend that all further investigaiioae 
needful lo protect the pe«mlei may he referred to Attorney General Mm Van Bnreii ! Soe Senate Doc 18, 1845. 

Ited,^rerenaoem8enale I)ot.No.ll8,of I -.^-^-- •- -- — - - - 




jatlonSj)b< , ^ , - . , , 

In the penalty of $98,000, U In hie bands, as a security that Egbert Olcott (tbe runaway dellnqucDt cashier,) 
would do bliduty, and net ho u es tty to the Bank ; and aHnoogta the Olcotts aiv wenhhy and the Bank hisolvcnt 
through tbe uilieeuduet of thsh ralatlve, the Beoeiver*s hut report is, that *' no pun of saM bond has been cef- 
kTtrd, nor any snii brought thereon.** The Watervlhit Bank fhlled in March, 1843 : lis ameia amounted to 
|SOtjr»-and the Beedvur (Who is he 1} bad up to January, 1845, eoHeetcd only $10,480 of the monev C. 
Muidoek, who soeeeeded B. Oleol^ aa caahier, wrote Comptroller Ragg, April $7, 184S, that Ihe FhrM« mi 

Mecbaates' Bank then held $50,001 oTthe paper oftheWaiervliet,eu Which It had a^ lo pay hnraL The 
aasots ef the Wayne Co. P--"- --^-j-- #.— ■ — ^. . ^— « 

tag to $835/100, were s ' ~ 

eaaMMftMM, leealv 



miieio«ao,imiortBepaperoruiewaierviiet,eawnicfalthad^[ieediopayhitaraL Tbe 
CaBM,eoMMacorMBiMBia,mortiacea,bendi.notea,e»oekB.aMd RsA eemte, ammmf 
I sold by ancdou at Bocheater, fbr $13,000, Ui July, 1846. Thisfdiowa what aajhty fuadib 
vanHaadchaucmy m i imfa iiMu worth tn the puMJCM a protecttat front ftaud, ^^ 
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$i v*riiiiee with the govetBor's condQCl as a politician, for the laat twenty-two 
yeart of hit life. 

To that valuable class of citizens who have the time and opportunity to read, 
leaaon, and reflect, the letters of Flaggi Livingston and Cutting, and the remarks 
if Marey, in pages 174 to 182 of this volume, must prove very interesting. 
When the pririieged i^stem had been pushed to its umost limit by the jaded 
hacks of party, and no more money could be made on that tack, they wheel 
•bout for peu and popularity, abuse their own handy work| and go for ba^ks, 
with a cireulation founded on Arkansas, Illinois, Mississippi, Michigan, Penn- 
ivhra&ia, and other state debts, and with privileges, the character of which the 
North American Trust Co., and kindred coalitions of knavery, too soon deve- 



k)ped. Marcv, page 174, boldly denounces the system that had placed Van 
Buren at the head of the nation, Flaeg would blow *< the lobby " sky high, 
•ad look forward from Plattsburgh ban^ and regency banking, with ^^ scenes of 



big-rolling an4 corruption," to times to come, in which a " decent regard to 
moral and official purity " would be preserved by the party : Marcy (p. 175) 
would borrow Hoyt's experience lo enable him to throw down Van Buren's 
step-ladder, now no longer needed : Flagg would demolish the usury laws, and 
allow the avaricious to exact cent per cent, if the necessities of their debtors 
would compel such conditions (p. 176) : Livingston would put a stop to all 
legislation in favor of " chartered nuisances :" Young was ready to draw his 
" dnppittgB of unclean legislation " from the banks, and lend cash on mortgage 
at usurious rates, denounced from Genesis to Revelations, if the usury law 
toM be got rid of (p. 177, &c.) : and Hoyt and Butler would squeeze from 
the merchants their last dollar, through the Custom House and Betts's Courts, 
to speculate with it, through the free bank. of Beers, Stilwell & Co. in Wall 
(p. 179). 



CHAPTER XX I II. 

•' Vice is undone if she forgets her birth, 
And stooDs from Angels to thedr^gs of earth ; 
But 'tis the fall degrades her to a whore ; 
Let greatness own her, and she's ^lean no more. 
Her birthj her beauty, courts and crowds confess ; 
Chaste Matrons praise her, and grave Bishops bless. 
Hear her black Urumpet through the land proclaim 
That rt* Not to be Corrupted ! ,^ is the shame. 
In soldier, churchman, patriot, man of power, 
'Tis avarice all, ambition is no more." 

Ekciioneering. — Jachonin the Saddle. — Keep Congress pure. — Steven- 

fOfi'f Gatutne (xoickn Bait.— WickHffe^s Experience. — Duane^s Thoughis. — 
King Gtorge^s Slave Market. — Who^s the Story Teller. — Stevenson fond e^ 
W&Mng. -^Bimr emd JRtlc^ or a Peep behind the Screen.— Claff's Puzzle, 
Md WHfhfs and Bentonh Votee. — Stevenson gets to London. — Polk and Slid" 
deU. — HUrhie^s Hypocrisy. — He swallows the Gilded BaU. — A Peep at Wai- 
ker.'^Biichie 40 years ago* — The Washington Slave Mart, — Congress Sham- 
Met. — WiUdnSy Buchamanj Barbour ^ Old GnrroWy Cambrelengj Ellis^ McLane^ 
Mnhhnbitrg, tfc. 

Arras t)ie election of John Qoiney Adama by the House of Repreaentativea, 
aid when General JfMJuon had been again announced aa a candidate for the 
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office of President, he resigned his seat in the senate, and left the people to infer 
what he would do if elected, by placing on record certain jpriiicii^iik his Idlwr *. 

of resignation. The following is an extract : | 

J^ " Wlih a vifw !o sustain more effectually, id practice, the axiom which divides the three \ 
^^ jrrcat classes of- power into iiKJcpciidem const imttooal checks, I wonld impose a provfsiqrr 
O" rendering any member ol' congress ine}i{(ib)e to oflice niKler the genera] gpFemment, diMig ' ' 
O* ilic teriii lor which lie iras eiccieti, and tor t«\j years thereal^. 'i!ho ^ect of mxeL a m- 
5:^ siiuiiional provision is obvious. By it Congress, in a considerable degree, would be free * 
J^ ihmi ihc conneciion wiih ilie Execuiive De^wirtracnt, which at present gives sti'ong grounds i 
?C5r of apprehension anci jealousy on the part ol the people. But it this duinge in the oonstitn- 
S>4ion should not be obtained, aiKl important ai^ntmenBa oentkkve to devolve on fkeitepie- 
ft3r seniaiives in Congress it requires no depth ot thought to be con\iaeed that oomilioa will 
fy- be the order ol" the lUy."* 

Mr. Adams had appointed Henry Cl§y, a Senator, his Secretary' of State. 
The above was ineant as a rebuke to Adams, and no doubt written with the 
view of injuring the popularity of Adains and Clay, and with reference to the 
next elf!Ction. Like Polk's pledge to stand by the Baltimore resolutions on the 
o4th degree and naturalization, it was perfectly fair if it had been done in sin- 
cerity and good faith. 

I have shown that Jackson was so forgetfbl of principTe as to attempt to 
seduce Duane to abandon his principles or resign, by offering him the rich hait 
of the Russian embassy. What course did he pursue with Andrew Sterensont| 



* <*oinpHiint scant: as unav«ll!n|! ben as It \v» beWi^wi to be in Bnilftni ibtrty yran afo. In o tetter 10 Am 

vtlmr of The Ky. Obscner. dated Ajirll 8, 1837, R. WickUfle Oankiy ndintu, that "extravagance liaa iiicnslwatf 
in tlK public ex|)enrtittir<^ until they amount to nearly Torty millhiBa annually ; xVHasRS or coNOSka* axi 

ALIKB BOrOHT AKP HOLI* IN THK F.XKCCmVK MAKKBT BOCaS, TIU WnOLK EKVBNVB AHA RSSOOSCSB pf m«S 
COLNTR V HAVK 0!£KN I»EVUTKP TO THB CORKUrTIOM AMD POLLUTION OF THB XLKCTIVK PRAlfCHiac, in aubBldixinf 

ih<- |m«$ and in ihc orj^uiization of corps of office liumera and oAlee lioldcrs, wUii means to cany our eteetieni 
by brilvory atui fal-eliood.'* It is the t>anic now, and wone than it waa when WIelilillb fWitsd lila **ac«(MQf 
fpKile." Even in l^'IP. in Novt'inlicr, Col, Oiiane had to admit In the ^9ur&ra, the prcsa of mnjtiirt, that "Uk 
uvilH of our prtMnr form nft'ovenuneni, obviously arlac from this diflfercnce of characters, between the tiinaiiiii, 
«(tvM amon^r the people, and the representative* 0ts»embled together ! Tlie Byiiipathles of ambition, aelf-lnlereM. 
vnnity, priUc, Imhl all tJie inembera of government together : they have a common inttreat to keep faithftil to one 
nnotlH.'r— to cheat ib<> people- to oppn's«i ihem, and strip litem oi ail power and privili^iai, that can any way la* 
tcrf'Ti! with I lie (rniiirtcaiKin of tht-ir passiuns. Like tlie monks In their cloister, consecrated hi Ibe name of God, 
lliey become the instruinrnb* or the devil. CrJlKclcd to protect liberty, they become In ftct a eiom tf tyronto. la 
the ca!<e ot thv bank system, we might almost sny, a band of robbers. All governments arc naturally jeotovs of 
th«* ixAvcr of the |M-opii', nnd oiins bfi not a whit less so than th«- most des|iotic in £uro|ie nr Aria!'* 

\v»' b(ia.«t of ofir politicnl purity, as compared to Euro^ie. Have we cause fur so dohtg? It is tnie we ai« not 
quite so tiad in s<)m>f r<v;» c(s a< the Irish covcrnmeiiL We do not get our executives to lend nkenibers of cob- 
frn-sii motley without int< rc^i, as Pill did, but the luonoy is placed where able and plausible tools hi ContresB will 
not (ind it iimico^ilile —in treastury bunks, fit nry Grattan, M. P., not mnity years ago, |iubliBhed the Life of his 
cciebmtcd father, Iir.>nry Cratinn ; and from thnt work I select tlie fullowlng' passage, m order that Americaas 
may compan. the old nmde of buying knaves with the new : 

"The letters nf L<)rd Bticltinsham [Uml Lieutenant of Ireland], show by what meaoBthe caiife of the peofile 
was d''fented, nnd wimt the Viceroy considered to be rknoicrikh a sHavica to his bovbrbi«n. ConoiMuig 
both Hniiiieii of Parliament, in order to keep the people tn staveo' ; dq^rading the Peers to purchase the Commons ; 
prustiiiiting tlir ^K'n'lon lisd—ihat culf in wlii^li he proposed that liis majesty should lay the turbalent pliaiitom 
of public hpiii: in Ireland; these wcie tiie fitting occnpntiomi of the Vkreroy : ihia waa what be caila 'bhtlott- 
iNo HIS TIME TO TUB BKsT or Kis M ajksty's sbrvicb.' The Dedoratkm of Rights proposed by Mr. Grattan, hB 
caHed an * iiniiroper iiM^a!«urc ;^ but tlie purchase of liie House of Conimom*, and tile buyhig its membmi, he cna- 
sidered goo<| for the Kiiig'n service ; and so intent on his object did he seem to be, that he declared * no difllcalty 
Rliould rrmniii with him. wiien hid conduct was marked out, aa it what it MtoiiT.' Uc had BOt only eiitaiigltid 
hinisself. but enitmrrassed the King; having, as he s.iid, ' i-ontractbo abmiliitb bnoaokmbnts to bbcvsb a 
MAJORITY Iff THK iiorRE Of (uMMOiis ' fie had Urns involvt^d his royal maater hi thi^ direct brnKyyi for it apy 
pears that the Viceroy would not have »cied in the trade of corruption wKhout poalti^ orders; aiur he MMMT 
itigiy rtnteii tlmt ' in* had received Uie Ktjio'fl dirbctions <o oppose the measures of the imtrkiia to tui umvat 
ov HIS rowwa.' The King's commands were not to transmit the bills ; and for such servkcs men were to be re- 
waidt-d I" 

t Andrew Stevknson is now an old man — he is t native of Virginia, wiicire heiraftloD|f a 
practising lawyer, his practice being Ms sole dependence. He waalonginCkiQMBiJMd 
was elected Speaker of the House of Representatives, in December, 1837, over J. W. Taylor, 
of N. Y., the Aclams candidate. He baa the suppon of the Albany Regency, or Van Buren 
men. I think he took his sest in Conisrress six years before, in December, 1821, for himifth^ 
stale. In l&M, he wtis vehement in his opposition to Jackson, and Crawford waa hti»iavotfile 
— he voted for him in the House, February, 1825. In a letter, in the National lQteU|g|fuieer, 
Oct. 14, 1828, }^ John Sloane, M. C, of Ohio, [from Richmond £nqttirer,] Sloane states, dial 
at the beginning of the session of 1835-6, jast as the Hmne waa about lo ballot for Speaker, 
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On tbe 22A of May, 1S34« President Jackson noroioated Andrew Stevenson, 
iktn prf^diiiy inthe H, qf li,^ to be Envoy extraordinary to the court of Lon- 
don, doubtless as the reward of his subservience to the Executive. Mr. Clay 
moved an inquiry as to when Stevenson was first promised this $9,000 a year 
and $9,000 outfit, by a pi*esident who, when he wanted the people^s votes, had 
a holy horror at influencing the free deliberations of the people's representatives 
by holding out expectations of wealth and power to leading congressmen who 
would be pliant and servile. The documents were produced by the President. 

Stevenson, who wfib Taylor and Camphell were candkUites fbr the chair, said, << Elect m^ 
Speaker, and by GtKt Til siiMtain the admiaisiration "^ Adams and Clay.) He was not 
«lecie*l, and he tnrncd lo Jackvon and against Uie men then in poyrer. Stevenson denied that 
he ha«i Ml fiaid; but Governor Branch, when the unit cabinet broke up, stated that Jackson 
had ejtpn-sseil great conlcuipi for Stevenson. If so, he look a sober second thought, and Ste« 
vf nsoii proved such a strict and steady partisan that the party kept him teven years in the 
SpenkeiV rhair. He resisted un June s).l, tH31, hvi otHce and seat, under the pVesaur^ of ^ 
'*iivvi*reand cuntinued imlispositidn," whicli Jackson appears to have cured by the oder of a 
niifi^jna tu Ltiaduii. 

Jack^iou set a less value on Stevenson than Van Buren did. Stevenson's cunninji;, fn- 
tri^iiinr turn, suited Van Buren. Governor Branch says: " When, sir, I sepiirated froia 
General Jackson, but a short time previons to his deteruiinaiion to appoint Mr. Stevenson 
minisieriolheCoartorSt. James, lie did not r<^ard him as 'worth tbe p.>wJer and ball tit 
would lake lo kill him.' This very e.\prcssion Ihave heard used or assented to by him, and 
cao.lor co.np?i.s m? to admit that 1 heartily concurred with Gkneral Jackson in his estimate of 
Mr. Stevenson's worth." 

When the di^pnte aroffe in Ckm^ress about which set oC New Jer^y members ware, or 
would be admiued to lie, tub si/Un.!: vuMbcrSy and it iKxame anp:irent that the decision would 
five one party or the other the selection of a Speaker, Van Bui en's editor, Blair, through the 
(MjCt gave the uniniiiaied a hint of the uses to which Speakers are put, in the words and 
senirncvs which follow : 

X^^^OrswdzrUionoflhelin^tseofllcprcseiUalitei.'^VTt^v^cW that the public mind Is 
J3r >monjfly awakened in rejpird to the preparations ot the Federal party to ^et coinmilftd of 
t3r ilie House of Represontatives by their fraud in the election of memhsrs and falsification of 
1^ returns afterwards. If they can fjisi on the Reprcseniaiive bo'.Iy spurious members i 
i;^ enough to make a majority m the opening, there is no doubt they wilt hold it to the end. 
i:y The comnand of the Spjiikership will give them the commlriecs- -among them the 
iJ Commiuec of Kkjclions. Their renon will conform to the Interest of the appointing party, 
X^ and the same dishcmest majority which would ct»nspire lo get a control of the House by 
Jjr coimterfeiting members, would vote to maintain, it. 

P^tlWs editor, Ritchie, then of ihe Richmond Enqnirer, was equally off his guarxl. In terror 
he e.<claimed— " Have the whig party become desperate 1 Are they detennined at all events 
toseixe the rein&-TO CARRY A SPEAKER for the next congrew-AND HE TO SHAPE 
OUT THE WHOLE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE WHIGS r—E^yiuirer, Nov. 6, 1838. 

•• The command of the Speakership will give them the committees " and the report of tbe 
cominluees " will conform to the interest of t.he appointing party." Van Buren writes from 
Kimlerhook that Blair is the very best of authoruy— and hence it is evident that it ^vas the 
usage of Speaker Stevenson's committees, and, of course, Speaker Polk's, to make their re- 
Ibnns to suit^" the interest of the appointing party !" Here is the reason why tlic administra- 
tion of justice is too often a reproach and a by-woni, and the profligate cxpcnuliinrcs and 
appn»pnations of the party alwa}'s sustained, and inquiry stifled in the grand inquest of the 
nation. The majority, who elect the President, send congressmen, who elect a Spcaiccr who will 
appoint committees to suit th^; Jackson, Polk or Van Buren of the day — and these committees 
will be deaf to tbe dishonesty of the worst men their leader may appoint. A Butler, Hoyt, 
Wetmore, Stevenson, Lawrence, Edmonds, Wootlbury, McNulty, or J. Van Buren, is im- 
pregnable under such a system, by which the popular part of our free constitution becomes a 
screen lor iniquity and crime. " Sir," said J. d. Aaams, to the Speaker, durini^the 'I'cxas 
debate, June U», 1838, " the Standing Committees are the eyes, ihe ears, and in a very great 
degree, the judgment of this House. They are instituted for that very end. They are ap- 
pointed to meet the subjects sent to us, to consider them, and mature them for our action.** 
Qeneral Dromgoole admitted the correctness of the Globe's statement, when he owned that his 
committee had reported on many resolutions of legislatures and petitions from citii^ns, withoat 
opening or looking at or into one of them ! 
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One of them was a letter from E. Livingston, sec. of state, to Speaker Steven- 
son, dated 15th of March, 1833, (fifteen months bbfore his nomination !? !) 
in these words — " Sir : / ani directed by Che President to inform yew, CONFI" 
D'ENTI^LL y, that as soon as advices shall be received that the British gotejfn' 
ment consent to open negotiations with this^ which are daily expected^ it is his tn- 
tention to offer you the place of Minister to the Court of St. JameSy and ht xequtsts 
that J shoiJa this appointment be agreeable to you^ you would hold yours^Jf ts 
readiness to embark in the course of the summer J^ Another letter was from T. 
Rkciue to W. B. Lewis, objecting to filling up of Van Buren's London berth 
with a congressman, without letting the senate know about it. The President 
declared that He never knew that Stevenson had answered the letter of Living- 
ston. On June 24th, the senate, 23 to 22, negatived Stevenson's appointment, 
Bttde under such suspicious circumstances. But among the Senators who ap- 
proved of Jackson's plan of ofiering an American Speaker a high office, ^' con- 
fidentially," 15 months before he lefl the chair to accept it, and thus keeping 
the golden bait always before his eyes, although he and his fellow members 
might t>e called to take a bold stand against executive encroachments, were 
Mo Silas Wrisht, C«9> T. H. Benton, Q^ King of Ala. (now minister to 
France,) fjf^ W iikins, Q^ Polk's teacher, Grundy, ^ Isaac Hill, ^j^ Tall- 
n^*<ig®? ^I9* Van Buren's Sec, Forsyth, fltj* and John Tyler ! Among the nays 
were Clay, Calhoun, Ewing, Clayton, Webster, and Poiudexter, But the 
Senate was defeated in the long run. In May, 1835, Andrew Sieven^ion might 
have been seen presiding in that mockery of a people's convention for the nation 
which nominated Martin Van Buren for the next presidency — and in due time 
Jackson's pledge to his unworthy confederate was redeemed, and Stevenson 
sent ambassador to London. It was Stevenson that put Polk • at the head of 

♦ Since 1825, President Polk's mentor and advocate, Ritchie, has so veered about from Jackson's 
principles to Jackson's practice as to consent that congressmen and editors may be rewarded by 
tbe executive, as ambassadors, judges, and cabinet ministers [see Correspondence, p. 2M to 
S16]— he has even admitted that on a rare occasion, one of them, at least, may accept S40,0(JO 
a year (him.self, for instance J^ as printer to senate, house of representatives, and president In 
accordance .with this new definition of a boundary or fence against corruption, President Polk 

£ve James Buchanan the vast power and patronage of llie secretary of s-latc's office ; and per- 
ps that was settled, like the presidential candidate question, aboiU the time ol the last Baltimow 
Convention. That Buchanan knew the use of that power may be inferred fixjm his speech in 
senate, 1838, where he said that " When a man is once appointed to office, all tlie selfish pas- 
sions of his nature arc enlisted for the piirpose of retaining .it. The office-holders are the 
enliflled soldiers of that administration by "which they are sustained. Their comfortable exist- 
ence often depends upon the re-election of their pauron.'* The Secretaryship of the Treasury, 
with its ten to twelve millions of patronage, he gave to Robert J. Walker. Tims did he enlist 
two very conspicuous members of congress, and by so doin^ gave " strong grounds of apprehen- 
jaon and jealousy on the part of the people," " that corruption will be the order of the day' v^ih 
him. however regular he mav have been at college prajers in North Carolina, or his man 
Butler at " stated preachings'' at Sandy Hill. 

Secretary Walker is a native of l^orthumberland. Pa., in which state his father, Jonathan 
Walker, was a county judge, and I believe a teadier of youth. The Secrctar}^ is a lawyer j 
began his political career in his native state ; and, on his emigration to Mississippi, enicreil'itrto 
many speculations, pertly in lands and contracts. He is said to have owned $40,000 worth of 
lands in Texas, and he certainly gave its annexation to the U. S., as a new field for llxc cultiva- 
tion of slavery, all the support that Polk or Johnson could have desired. In the Senate, he was 
friendly to the principle of the last bankrupt law—perhaps, for a like reason witli Stihvell the 
U. 8. Marshal here— for Horace Greeley, in the Tri1)une of Dec. 8lh, .says he " has been deep 
enough in credit, speculation, and paper money— is now a bankrupt— and in 1834 wrote in 
favor of a national Dank, and the restoration of the deposits" thereto. The Tribune publishes 
a letter of his, dated Natchez, March 1 , 1834, as follows : 

*• Dear Sir: As I promised at our parting to give you my views on any subject whicli might 
be interesting to our common constituents, 1 ha.sten to say that Mississippi will with great nnn- 
nimi^ sustam you on the Deposit Gluestion. In fact, the public voice demands a restoration of 
the Dcpoeits, and the creating a Bank to supply a general currency. A State Bank can no 
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the Ways and Means in 1834. It was Polk who, when John Slidell had been 
ejected to Congress from La., closed his trast with the people by sending him 
oat to Mexico, without asking the senate's consent. How many salaries, out- 
fits, and Mexican and Russian ambassadors has the Union paid since 182S, M. 
C'a inclusive 1 

more supply and TOvern the general eurrency than a Stale Gknremment can direct and control 
the afiairs of the Nation. Goon; yoarccmsiitue&ts are with yon; the ooontry mast be relieved 
from the frightful scenes of distress which have visited ns. Yours truly, 

R. J. WALKER.* 

Walker's appointments in this State have been much influenced by his colleague, Marcy. 
Id (poieral, they ooukl not well be worse than they are. Oiir ciwtom-house, the headquarters of 
intcwie and corruption for the eity. is under his CKpedal supervision and care. The pious Polk 
invoikes providence, omnipotence, heaven, and all that is good and great, to guide him— and 
flien pitches upon a secretary of the treasury from the re])udiatmg sutc of Mississippi— tliat 
secretary the prince of speculators — and whose moneyed transactions were so situatccf thct he 
ooald not pay Van Buren for his furniture, and had judgements ag&inst him advertised for sale 
in the Natchez Courier, by the Union Bank of Mississippi, Ibr some twenty-five to fil^' thousand 
dollars, which that paragon of banks sadly needed to pay the gulled and cheated people. I say 
nothing of the lost note ^Kaiid. If the spirit of seventy-six is the spirit that now nnimatos Ame- 
rican bosoms. I shall be justified m these strictures, even upon those who sit highest in the eonfi- 
dcafie of the nreemen of Ameriea. 

in John C. Spencer's edition of De Tocqueville, I find the remark, " I have heard of patri- 
ISrotiam in the United States, and it is a virtue which may be found araonff the people, but 
J3rnever among the leaders of the people. In all governments, whatever their nature may 
llrbe, servility will cower to force, ana adulation will cling to power. It would have been 
Jl^impossible for the sycophants of Louis XIV. to flatter more dexterously" than the cour- 
tiers of America. Jefferson, writing to TJiomas M'Kean, Feb. 2, 1801, telU him that 
JS^* Interferences at elections, whether of the state or federal government, by oflicers of tlie 
i;^latter, should be deemed cause of removal ; because the constitutional remedy by the elcc- 
l^^re principle becomes nothing if it may be smothered by the enonnons patfonaee of* the 
i^rgen eral government." Now, if interference with the freedom of elections is bad, are npt 
temptations to the electors, by the executive, to betray thase who elected them much woi-s« 7 

In a letter to President Madison, which I find in the Kicumond En'quirer, by T. 
Ritchie, dated June 29, 18 10. the appointment of Buckner Thurston and Benjamin Howard, 
both members of Congress, the one to be a judge, and the other the goVemor of a territory (by 
the President), is sternly reprobated, because that so long as they were " invested with the 
legislative character, it is the duty of the President to leave it around them." 

President Madison is reminded that the patriot, Macon, had moved the following amend- 
ment to the constitution a few months previous : *' No senator or representative, afier having 
taken his seat, shall, during the time for which he was elected, be eligible to any civil ap- 
pointment under the authority of the United States, nor shall any person be eligible to any 
such appointment until the expiration of the Presidential terra, during "which such person 
shall have been a senator or representative." 

The editor of 7%^ Union^ that now is — the nian whose son is lessening the number of opi>o- 
sition writers, by violence, and who himself abused me, at the desire of President Polk, for 
•bnring the danger of exposing state criminals high in power, through their own confessions 
^-promulgated the following pure doctrines in 1810 : 

'* Sir, if ever the Executive branch, in this country, acouires an undue ascendancy over the 
legislature, it will not be, as it is now in Prance, through the sword — but by con-vpOon^ as it 
is in Great Britain. It is true, sir, that no placeitian or pcmiimar can sit on the floor of Con- 
gress, as they do in Parliament — bm places and appointments may now be scattered among 
those who sit on that floor. 

" Will you mark the danger of this distribution of ofiices % Will not the senator or represen- 
tative, wlio wishes for an executive gifl, alwavs take care to consult the executive wisnes, in 
his measures or votes % Instead of watching the misconduct of the President, will he not coh- 
nive at it 'i Will not Cerberus sleep because he wishes for a sop 1 If the President should bave 
evil designs to accomplish, heve then are instruments disciplined to his hand — a fair exchange 
is struck between them. The one barters his conscience lor the office— just as much, as if he 
were to barter a piece of land lor a piece of gold. I know it is impossible to bribe both housei 
of Congress by such temptations, l.know that there are some ot them who are too virtuous 
to catch the contagion, but it is certain that in proportion to the extent of this corruption, will 
be the ruin of public morals and of public spint Are not oflices of almost evenr description 
within the Executive Patronage 1 During the year 1798, Mr. Gallatin estimated the amooM 
vithin his gilt at $3,000,000. And where Oie mere lust of lucrecould notsway the nitn,thmf 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

I sbaU ever regard my situation in that cabinet as one df the most fortunate events of my 
Hfe, placing me as it did in close and familfar relations with one vrho has been 'rt-ell described 
by Mr. Jefferson as possessing more of the Roman in his character than any man living, and 
vhose administration will be locked to, in fuivre times, as a golden era in our history. To have 
MTved under such a chief^ at auch a time, and to have wmi his ccmAdenoe and esteem is a suf- 
ficient fApry. — Van Burcn** Ittter i^ Walter Savme, Jama CaMpbdl, Preserved PiAj Wm.^ M, 
Price^ Eliska Tihbets^ Gidccn Lee, C. W. Ltnerenu, if-c^ London, Feb. 24, 1833, on his position 
in Jaehon^s first cabinet. 

Tom Bmen presented by Bowne with the Freedom of N. Y and a good Character — 
' C. C Cambreleng. — Jack9on^9 First Cabinet*^- Some facts about LewU Cass. 
^^His War Exploits, Poliisnessy Notions of Shivery ^ Friendship to the IttdianSj 
Vtut Wealth , Indian Agencies^ Laws, Eloquence in Senaie^ anil Notions abo^ 
T«ww.-^ Ca/Aoun'* Position.-rThe Seminole War, — Monroe* 8 Secrtt Letters 
io Jackson. — Johnny Kay, — Liirigues by Hamilton, Craicford, Forsyth and 
', othtrSy to injure Calhoun and benefit Van Bvren. — Jackson Quarrels xmth CaU 
koun. — Onihe Publication cf Political Secrets,-- John Hemy Eaton and IVife, 
— Jackson Quarrels with three of his Cabinet about her.-r-TheM.ussian Mission, 
-^Branch on Van Buren. — John Tyler and a Second Term.^^ Van Buren setit 
as Envoy to London, but Rejected by tfie Senate. — Opinions of Webstery Ciay, 
FreHnghfiysen, Foot, ^c* — The Colonial Trade, — Van Bureti. elected Vice 
President, 

Hating resigned his office as governor, on the 12th of March, 1829, Van 
Buren left Albany, accompanied by his friend and confederate, B. F. Butler, on 
the forenoon of the 17th, to take upon himself the duties of Premier, Secretary 

are offices of distinction to invite and soothe his ambition. * * * In the making of Laws, it is 
for the members of Congref« to have a simple eye to the interests of their country. It is for 
tiiem to decide upon the merits of ever}' question that comes before them, without either hope 
or fear, without compulsion or reward. From the m<»nent that they are led astray by such 
ifidncements, they are shorn of their representative character— they cease to he the agents of 
tlie peopk. to become the tools of the Executive." 

Will it be believed that the man wlio couM publish these truths in 1810, is now grown so 
grey in sin that he has for sixteen yean upheki the violators of right, and at length accepted 
office from those who practise what is here so justly condemned ! 

Jackson, to get popularity for himself and his IriendF, recommended Macon's measure of 
1809, to prohibit tnis bu3nng and bribing of needy and greedy congreasmen ; hut it was a 
deception, for he practiMCd continually the baiting system. Benton, too, when he and Van 
Buren were seeking power and popularity in 182(), made, with the help of Van Buren, a grand 
report against those abuses which have brouglit tree institutions into disgrace ail over the 
world, but the report was never acted on, nor meant to lie. It was an electioneering trap to 
eatch voters. 

I have seen a list of congressmen whom Van Buren and Jackson tempted to leave the peo- 
ple and take offices of far more emolument under the executive, but 1 am not siue that it was 
correct It contained seveiity-five names, and among these were, for ihe Russian mission' 
sinecnre, John Randolph, Jaiues Buchanan, W. Wilkins, $9,000 a year, and ^,000 outfit; 
for a trip to the continent. Cambreleng and Wilkins's brother-in-law,' V. P. Dallas, had also 
the 618,000 godseiui to Petersburgh, but were out of Congress before being rrwarde^. There 
is another Russian miwster since, and doubtless we will soon have one more, if not half a 
down. (Diiane of Pennsylvania, as a bribe or inducement to take an unlair course, was uflfer* 
ed by Jackson, i:;^ the Russian mission, and so was Samuel D. Ingham, by way of '* a sop to 
Pennsylvania," as he tells in his letter to the President, July 26, 1631, in which he accuses 
Jackson with duplicity and falsehood : with secretly cherished hostility to him, and with cre- 
dnlit)' and imbecility. There is no doubt but that he was mofna^cd by Van Buren and his 
associates to great advantage for t^ themselves.] Eli Mooi«, 6. H. G'holson, Arnokl Plum* 
BMr, Felix Grundy, Leonard Jarvis, and Gorham Parks, and C. C. Cambreleng were rs- 
jecl0d as candidates for Congress, and instantly placed ia lucrative offices hy van Burb. 
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of State, or Minister of Foreign Affairs, at WashingtoD. He stopt a short time 
a. Kmderbook, Hudson, Poughkeepsie, &c., and soon after his arrival at New 
York, was presented by the Mayor and Aldermen with " the freedom of the 
city," which had been voted to him on the 23d, on motion of Jesse Hoyt's 
ismody Cebra, who is said to have had a hint from Cambreleng.* Corporations 

John FOTsyth was taken out of Congress by Jackson and Van Buren, to be Secretary of Stata 
^R. T. L>ttle to hi Surveyor General of Ohio — ^Jesse Miller to be first auditor fand such 
an auditor !]— H. H. Leavitt to be a district judge — J. M. Wayne to be a judge [$^1,500]— 
Geo. Loyall to be a navy agent — John Branca to be secretary of the navy — John H. Eaton 
to be secretary at war— ^Thomas P. Moore to be ambassador to Columbia— Louis M'Lane lo 
be ambassador to London — William C. Rives to be ambassador to France— E. Livingston and 
Jjgvi Woodburv to cabinet offices — ^Jeromus Johnson [see him in correspondence !] to be an ap- 
praiser — J. S. rennybacker to be a judge, and it is my imprc&sion that H. A. Muhlenberg 
wa? a member of Congress when sent to Austria— Philip P. Barbour when placed on the 
Supreme Court Bench — Powhattan £Uis when sent to Mexico— and Nathaniel Qanrow when 
^pointed marshal — but it may be that in one or two instances the executive reward was not 
conferred till the recipient had been rejected at the hustings, or had retired. 

One grand secret was soon found out by Stevenson, namely, to pay court to Van Buren and 
Ms coniederates. He is uncle to the wife of one of Van Buren's sons, and one of his steadiest 
supporters. On the 9th of May, 1831, J. Ql Adams moved to refuse that part of the money vote 
of the year which granted $18,000 to ambassadors in Russia and England, as there were none, 
and these honors and eraolumeats held in terrorem, as attractions to members of Congress. 
The yeas were 60, and among them Wise, Selden, Slade, Vance, Gilmer, Corwin, and Lincoln. 
The nays were Vanderpool, Gillei, Cambreleng, J. B. Sutherland, Polk, &c., 123. About a 
month afterwards it was found that Speaker Stevenson had had the promise of the London 
inusion for fiileen mantbs 1 ! ! Have I not shown that Jackson was right, when, in 1825, he de- 
clared that if congressmen were not kept out of executive offices until two years after the term 
for which the people had elected them, "corruption would be the order of the day;" as also that 
he, his confederates. Van Buren, Polk, Ritchie, and their partisans were guilty of the practices 
they affected to condemn 1 The more 1 look into the past, into facts, the more J see the neces- 
sity, not only of a stale, but also of a national convention. If we have not reform, we shall 
have worse : while England is really improving her defective institutions, we are allowing bad 
men to trample our more pure system into the very dust In the language of Webster, " Our 
political Institutions — our government itself, is made an engine of corruption, and undoes what 
oar social institutions pertbrm. The patronage of government, offices, ana emoluments, are 
considered as rewards, instead of being reganied as neoessary agencies of the people ; the 
hopes and fear» attendant upon this state of things ; the desire to get office and the apprehension 
of losing it, all become motives of action, and lead many to a course never dictateci oy feelings 
of patriotism, if such people ever feel patriotism." 

♦ Church rLL Caldom Cambreleng. — This gentleman's letters require no comment If he 
is not an unscrupulous, unprincipled partisan, where shall we find one 1 His motives in 
attacking the 35 million bank ai Pniladelphia were to get a 35 million bank at New York, or 
a new United States Bank, through the Boston and Portland people, who were leading the 
way. On the 16th of October, 1832, he hinted to Hovt that the stockjobbers of Wall Street 
ought to " follow the Bostonians and Portland people f^ in asking for A NEW BAXK 
from the federal government, but on the plan they propose." His notions of honor and confi- 
dence, with re««pect to pri\'ate letters, need no remark. His stock speculations as one of the 
Van Buren, Hoyt^ and Butler clique, are well known; and his effi>rts to mock the workics, 
and make them his instruments, lor no noble and worthy purpose, show that, like Van Buren, 
» he has quite enough of the cunning of the fox. He wantol to be Consul at Liverpool, but 
Prank Ogden's interest was too heavy for him there. The Custom House, in Hoyt's and 
Swartwout's time, was a political machine for rjfining milled dollars into the palms of his 
parasites, and as Lawrence is the old confederate oi Hoyt and Swartwout, Camhreleng's 
influence there now must be very considerable. That sinecure, the Russian embassy, which' 
is used so cleverly for paying off ** old and active politicians," produced to him, in Lis turn, 
S18,003 and the et ceteras. He was for the pets in 'il, for the sub-treasury in '37— for Je&se 
Hoyt as collector, and for Coddington as posmiaster. When Van Buren took his southern 
tour, in 1827, Cambreleng was his companion or pilot-fish. He was an old Crawford man, 
and treated Calhoun, in 1827, about as honorably as he did Webb, a few years later. The 
confidential letter to which Cambreleng refers^aige 234, No. 925, as one which A. S. Clanon, 
of Georgia, would publish, was written by Webb, and appears in the Courier and Enquirer 
of SepL 25, 1832, credited to the Milledgeville papers. Webb there says, " We have alone 
and smgle-handed fought the battle of the SduTH. In us Georgia has found a bold and 
fteadiast firiead," &c, Mohawk and HtidsQA Railroad stock was actually jmfied up to 196 b^ 
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worship rising luminaries, seemingly from habit-— and the resolution in Van 
Buren's case, declared him to be one of the staters '^brightest sons," in^faose 
pure republicanism, patriotism and public spirit caused the corporators to 
" deeply deplore" the necessity -which had called on them " to surrender" him 
to Andrew Jackson. Walter Bowne, the mayor who afterwards whined so 
piteously for a few bags of the public treasure from that ^' revered chief," said to 
the secretary elect, ^^ you have had to encounter the persecution of enemies 
and the treachery of friends — but your uprightness^ your wisdom, and courage, 
have borne you in triumph through every conflict. The same powerful intel- 
lect, untiring industry, and devoted patriotism, constituting at once your glory 
and your strength. During the whole pf your career, not a single event has 
occurred to dim for one moment, the lustre of a reputation, which has been 
continually increasing in brightness." The mayor then presented " the free- 
dom," in a golden box, and Van Buren delivered a suitable response about har- 
mony, " liberality, moderation, justice and firmness," remarking, rather quaintly, 

^^ WE ARE ALL EMBARKED IN THE SAME BOTTOM." After giving audieUCeS tO 

officeseekers, political schemers, holders of French claims, bankers, brokers, 
and blacklegs \ arranging plans for the future with the party leaders ; receiving 
judicious hints from the merchants ; and very probably settling with some A 
his most interested partisans, how best to open Die future campaign against the 
United States Bank, he departed for the south to begin that twelve years course 
of daring and successful intrigue which had scarcely closed when he landed at 
the battery, in the midst of storms, and tempests, leaving the fickle dame called 
Fortune with her new " favorite son," William Heniy Harrison, who, like 
Nelson at Trafalgar, was soon to expire in the arms of victory. 

Jackson's first cabinet [which soon gave place to Messrs. Livingston, McLase, 
Cass,* Woodbury and Barry,] consisted of Messrs. Van Buren, Eaton, Ingham, 

holders, who then sold out, and down went the shares to 117. Wehb and Noah explain Cam- 
breleng's course in this and other stock operations. He is a candidate in Suffolk for a seat in 
the state convention of next June. He was anxious to secure the extension of slavery to Mis- 
souri in 1819, and to Florida and Texas in 1846 ; and he reported from the Ways and Means, 
io Congress, December, 1826, that " the commerce of a confederacy, internal and external, 
should be wholly free." Noah says of him, Oct. 24, 1834, "It is now more than 12 years 
since Gambreleng has been foisted upon this communit}-, and we challenge any man to point 
out a single measure of his recommendation, calculated to benefit the countrj'. Having do 
wife, no child, no domicile— no interest, nothing to attach him to the soil here, except same 
hypothecated MoJiawk stock, and being very useful to Van Buren in more ways than one, he is 
to have a perpetual seat in Congress." If I could not state one particular of V. B.*s life, the 
characters he associates with would show very clearly what he is. Like Polk, with whom he 
is very intimate, Cambrcleng is a native of North Carolina— old in years, very short made, 
and very stout — no great orator, but well acquainted with business and politics. Messrs. 
"Webb and Noah, in the Courier and Enquirer of 10th September, 1832, say : 

"It is well known here that Mr. [ElishaJ Tibbitia and the little gentleman [Cambrelen?] are stock apeculalon, 
whose hoBtilily to the B.ink of the ITnltcd States ia purely mrreenary. They are opposed to a rc-chaiter. simply 
becausp tbey want a RKW Bank Tor the purpose of ii^ieculattng upon new Slock. For twelve years Cnnibrrleof * 
tm.* lived u|ioti the democratic party * * * * )ie was no sooner admitted into the money changing firm m 
Croswell, Olcoit & Co., than his ideas expanded. * * * * We a^lmit ibat not an individual in the Siaie 
bat Mr Cambreleng rould iiavc succeedea in raising the Mohawk and Hiicision Rail Rond Stock to 1116. 12c man- 
aged Uint well, through ihe agency of the Albany firm — sold out at the nick of time— resigned his appointment, 
aiid ran off to Washington. His stock is now worth 113, having depreciated 83 per cent in teas thaij a year.*' ■ 

If Cambreleng believed that the U. S. Bank could not establish a branch in any state with- 
out a gross violation of the con.stitution, why did he accept a fee of $1000 from Biddle, for 
locating a branch at Buffalo 1 He voted against Jackson for President, in 1825, in Congress, 
and for Van Buren as governor at the Herkimer Convention of 1828. 

* Lewis Cass was bom at Exeter, N. H.— removed with his father and family to the state of 
Delaware^ in or about the year 1795 or '6— remained several years there, and thence emigrated 
west to Marietta, Ohio, in 1799— studied law there, and began to jtractise in 1802. In 1806 he 
was elected to the Ohio legislature, and cm the 11th of December iatroduced a bill to suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus, on account of Burr's conspiracy. Next year he was appomted 
United States Marshal, which office he held tiU 1813, The 3d Ohio Volunteers elected him 
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Branch and Berrien ; of whom the three last named were warm friends of Cal- 
houn. The President and Eaton were, at heart, opposed to Calhoun, and in the 

tkdr colonel, and with that regiment he joined General Hull and marched from Dayton to 
Detroit Hull sent him across to Sandwich, with 280 men. and Lieut Col. Miller, to see what 
the British were about, and atlerwards crossed to Canada nimself, but being old and the fire of 
Tomh all gone, if he ever had any, he soon retreated before a very inferior force, and surren- 
Jcied Detroit. Cass was sent to Washin^n, where he gave Dr. Eusrls, in September, an 
acooont of the campaign. My impression is, that he behaved well ; but a militia colonel •\vith- 
oot a military education had not much chance to distinguish himself. It was great cruelty to 
the country not to shoot Hull, as sentenced. The example was much wanted in those days, and 
it yns the fate he richly merited, by his bullying proclamations and base cowardice. Cass was 
appointed Governor ot Michigan by Madison, in 1813. He held that office eighteen years, 
and, being considered more suitable for the Durposes and policy of Van Buren and Jackson, 
than Berrien, Branch and Ingham, succeeded to the war department immediately ailer the blow 
op in the first cabinet. In 1836, Jackson sent him to represent his government at the court of 
Louis Philippe, where he remained till December, 1843, and has since been elected to the 
United States Senate from Michigan. In 1841, he was named as a candidate for the presi- 
-* Ritchie was then rather friendly to hira, and published in his Enquirer many letters in 



his favour. Heiss, now Ritchie's partner in the Union, but then of the Na^ville Union, copied 
a long aketch of his [Cass's] life, "by request," as he took care to state. Cass was, and is, a 
fiiTorite in -Ohio, with what is called the conservative, " or pet banks for ever" party — and 
having made a few flourishes while in France about the tyranny of England, and all that, 
ad captandum vulgiis^ he was set down by the war folks in the west as very favorable to another 
18th of July, 1812^ policy. In the senate he keeps up this * free and independent' character, but, 
at 65 or 66 years of age, it is to be presumed that his fighting days are all over. His opposition 
to the qainmple treaty against slavBfy, and affected or real indignation at England's " determi- 
nation to persevere in her plans of suppressing the slave Urade, imtil slavery itself was extirpated 
from the world," affords the very best proof, that like the cold and calculating Van Buren, he 
was quite ready to barter New Hampshire and Ohio feelings for a phalanx of southern votes, 
and to exhibit in the presidential chair the revolting spectade of a truckling New Englander. 
playing the hireling, as the attorney of a set of men whose notions of liberty are better r^illzea 
m Texas as it is, than as it ought to be. Ritchie and his clique would have preferred Cass to 
Van Buren, but Polk was still better. The yoke over three millions of unlucky necks in North 
America was likely to be grasped the tightest by one who, with his ancestors, had alwajrs bought 
and sold our fellow creatures like cattle, and never even dreamt of the slightest amelioration ot 
their hapless lot. How well Cass knew the south and the west! His tact was really admirable. 
How naturally he put on the gni» of a horror-struck freeman; at the very idea of a mut/ii-al 
right to search for human cargoes of kidnapped Africans ! What a blow to our liberties, should 
we suffer it! Van Buren, in his inauguml, vetoed in advance every effort to enforce the con- 
stitution in its purity in the Disoict of Columbia. That was part di his bargain. No man in 
America would mare cheerfully have offered or accepted just such tenns as his were, than 
Lewis Cass. 

His hamanit}' to the Indians was on a par with his kindly fiselings fin- the serfs. When the 
Supreme Court of the Union had decided that the Cherokees or Creeks were entitled to the 
independent and quiet possession of the lands of their fathers, which they justly claimed. Cast, 
like V an Buren and Butler, was for getting rid of them. He is a good writer, thanks to his 
Yankee education; (he was the schoolmate of Webster and SaltonstallO and he filled the Qlabe 
for weeks with attacks on the humane doctrine of the Judges. Jackson^s policy prevailed — the 
poor Indians were virtually banished — the nation was heavily taxed to pay for driving them 
west, far from the graves of their fathers— the Georgia slave-owners were conciliated, and 
Cass had his splendid reward in the French embassy, and became as supple and oily a courtier 
to the polite Bourbon as he had proved himself before to the passionate Tennessean. 

General Cass is rich — very rich — and, like Van Buren, very fond of money. He made a 
fortune by monopolising, through his station, means, and superior credit, much of the lands 
close to and around Detroit, at an early day— kept a sort of land office, and sold them out in 
lots at immense profits, on bond and mortgage, gradually, as the city increased. When Wise, 
in Congress, had accused him of having got rich through government jobs, agencies and con- 
tracts, the Globe, Blair, in April, 1840, replied, that " General Cass, while Grovemor of the 
territory of Michigan, bought a tract of land on the verge of the then infant city of Detroit. 
The sudden and rapid growth of the city converted this parm into city lots, which General Cass 
sold for an immense sum of money. His fortune consists in the bonds and mortgages obtained 
on the public sale of real estate which he purchased in the early settlement of Michigan." 
How he manages with his wallet of " bonds and mortgages" I can only guess from the iact, as 
stated' in the Albany Argus, that in December, 1843, the first ward of Detroit, in which he 
lesides, sent three Van Dwren men to the county convention there, the delegates in whidi 
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interest of Van Bureo. I do tot at all doubt tbat Van Boren's jetter. to.Hoji, 

page 216, truly describes his standing with 6eneral Jackson : -^^ / havtjouad 



stood, 29 for Van Buren, and but 23 for CasA, of which the city sent a majority opposed fo hin. 
If this is soj his popularity among those who had had most (Jealings with hun, w«s dm vetf 
stronf. 

When he left Detroit for WashingtcHi,- in June, 1831, he became, as Secretary of War, the 
official principal in settling the accounts of his five Indian Agencies, and of immense disbone- 
ments made by him for the U. S. government He settled his own accounts; perhaps witlrtbe 
aid of some dependent auditor, and perhaps not. With Andrew Stevenson as Speaker, regu- 
lating the committees, and the gilded bait of a London mission placed ever before his eyts, coo- 
eressional inquiry was but aa imaginary check. Yet all may have been perlecily correct 
Who can know anything to the contrary! As settled with, Cass was assuredly no delauiter. 
The PorUand Advertiser remarks, that prior to the time ol' being Secretary of War, be was 
Govemor of Michigan-— then a territor}' — and superintendent of Indian affairs. Both offices 
were given by the general government, and both salary offices. The business of the Superin- 
tendent was with the Secretary of War. Coming trom this office, therelbre, to the War 
department, Govemor Cass had the power to settle his own accounts with hin own bande, and 
aimoKt upon his own terms. He had been a contractor, receiver and disburser, and beeame 
debtor and creditor and examiner of his own accounts." 

Jolm Bell, Harrison's War Secretary, winds up his annual or other report with sotne 
very left-handed compliments to Indian Agents relative to their honesty, but nupes nobody. 
He was soon ou&ted. 

In the matter of the U. S. Bank, Cass, in the cabinet, was assuredly no Duane. The pr»- 
sident had no need to offer to compound with his tender conscience by an offer of ' the Russian 
mission.' Long alter the bank was deiunct, society ascertained through a letter to G. O. Whi^ 
temore, that Leuis Cass " had never seen in the constitution of the U. S. a sufficient grant of 
power" to establish a national bank. Of course he thought Madison very wrong indeed, whea 
he signed the national bank charter in 1810, and also Crawford, Monroe, Calhoun, Clay, Van 
Bureo and the Supreme Court, in defending the act, but, being Govemor of Michigan, hy 
Madisf)n's appointment, just then, he was far too polite and civil to say so. So he was, but he 
alwaj^ thought so. So he did. In Sept 1834, in the Telegraph, Ueneral Green described 
Cass, as " For a Bank — for internal improvements — tariff so-so— >a little anti-Supreme Court— 
iriend of the Indians, and no friend." 

Greneral Cass's laws, when Govemor of the territory of Michigan, were, some of them, at 
peculiar as ' the peculiar institution' of the south. The following enactment, if extended to jua- 
tices of the peace here, would much delight many honest men who may have been so unfartn- 
nate as to break the conunandment number eigbit, as also their worships of the quorum, who 
would be sure of heavy fees, prompt pay, and no need to tax bills. Poor sinners, as usoal, 
would be excluded from the benefits. No pay, no pardon ! 

" An Act for Pardoning Alexander Odion. — Be it enacted by the govemor and judges of the 
territory of Michigan, that Alexander Odion, now imprisoned in the county gnol of the comity 
of Wayne, upon a conviction for larceny, be pardoned and released from gaol upon condition 
that he pay to the Sheriff of the said county, the costs and expenses which have accraed from 
the time of his apprehension till his dischaige. The same being adopted from the laws of 
one of Uie originad states, to wit, the state of New York, as far as necessary and suitable to 
ffie circumstances of the territory of Michigan. Made, adopted and published at the city of 
Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, this 7th day of August in the year of our Lord, 1817. 
(Signed) Lewis Cass, Govemor of the territory of Michigan.** 

A few months before General Harrison died, one would have thought that if the official 
newspaper of the Union at Washington was entitled to credit for veracity, he must have 
been one of the greatest of monsters, one of the worst of men. When he died, Cass, at Paris, 
delivered a very long oration to his memory, from which one would have judged that he must 
have been " one of the greatest and best" of men — all this, loo, on personal knowledge. 

When defeated in what some suppose to have been the great object of his wishes, by the 
decision in favour of Polk, Cass wrote to E. Worrell and others, that he was delightisd with 
the choice the Baltimore Convention had made of such "firm, consistent, able, and honest" 
citizens as Messrs. Polk and Dallas, both of whom he knew intimately, and that " they would 
never 4isappoint the expectations of OUR party, nor of the country." Perhaps he really was 
delighted. He had written from Paris, 16 Aug. 1841, " My conviction is, that there is nothing 
in my present position, nothlvo ix my past career, which should lead to my selection for 
such a mark of confidence. My repugnance is great, & ALMOST invincible.'* How 
sorry the friends of Peace must be \ That is, in case Polk should set the world in a blaze, 
Mr. Richard Rush wrote Aaron Hobart, of Boston, Jan. 4, 1844, that, afier an acquaintance 
of more than thirty years, he wanted General Cass to be elected, " Because to have a 
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lUm,^* 5(zy« &6) ^^ affectionate^ confidentialy and Knd to the last degtee ; and am 
entirely satisfied that there is no degree of good feeling or confidence which he does 
not entertain for »i€." 

The first measures of conseqaence iQ which Van Barea was engaged, appear 
to have been the preparation of suitable instructions relative to commerce, tariffs,! 
navigation, and boundaries, and the adjustment of claims, for the guidance oftho 
U. S. env^oys and other agents in England, France, Mexico, Spain, &c. 

In the prosecution of the U.S. claims on France, he seems to have persuaded 
Jacicson to assume a tone of menace and defiance, very unlike indeed to his 
honied accents when addressing imperial England. The aggrandizement of 
those banks and mercantile concerns on which he placed dependence, as forming 
material for the construction of a step-ladder by which, in time, he might be 
elevated to the Presidency, was not forgotten ; nor did he hesitate to intrigue 
for the destruction of the U. S. Bank, from the moment in which he saw Jackson 

man like him President, would be the most likely means of keeping us OUT OF WAR, under 
m3aacin^ qa^stions that hang over U3." M^thinks friend Rush would have led this because 
oat of hid citalo^as, hai he haard ths gallant gaaeral's trumpet tongued notss in the canitol 
this session, all eaiiag in 51^ 40'* (or which, however, some wicked wags affirm that he oun't 
car3 a rusi. Brja^!iam siid oi* Cass's eSjrts to please the cotton growing states by opposing 
the anti-slavsry treaty, " Ani he has done all this for what 1 For the sake of furthering his 
owa electioneering mt^rest in Anerica, ani helping himself to that seat the possession of 
waich hi eaviei Mr. Tyler — the seat of the first migistrate of that mighty republic. My 
locdi (coatinuei Brougiam), I hope and trust, for the sake of America, of England, and ot 
k'i unity ani min<ctai at largi, ttut the prosperity and happiness of that great people will be 
perpetuated for ever." 

la his protest, Cass accussd England of duplicit^r. Webster replied : "You will perceive 
thit, in th2 opinion of this Govreruji^nt, cruising agjdnst slave dealers on the coast of Airica is 
not all thJLt Is n^cesiary to be done, in order to pat an end to the traffic. There are markets for 
slaves, or the unhipp/ natives of Airica would not be seized, chained, ani carried over the 
ocean into slavery, faese markets ought to be shat. And in the treatj^, the high contracting 
' parries have stipulated ' tait thiy will unite in all becoming representations and remonstrances 
with any ani all powirs within whose dominions such markets are allowed' to exist; 
and that they will orge the propriety and duty of closing such markets at once and fbr 
ever." 

Cass's eSbrts in France prevented the ratification^ by that nation, of a mutual concession 
treaty, by representing England as insincere, and desirous to enforce her old designs of im< 
pressment, searching for her seamen, &c. President Tyler approved highly of Cass's conduct 
W«ibb, of the Courier and Enquirer, rarely misses a defence ot Cass or ol Marcy. He evi- 
dintly iikii many of his brother editors of the W^nig party much worse than he does the demo- 
cracy of Coas and Morcy. He and they are thorongh^going iriends of negro-slavery in its 
very worst fornas. 

General Cass is the Secretaiy who issued orders to Gaines to invade Texas. Of course he 
approved of these orders. Had it not been so, he could have resigned his place. He is by 
no means the eqtial in ability of Clay and Calhoun, nor does ho poisess the excellent heart, the 
kindly feelings of Col. Johnson. Van Buren has less mental power than either Clay, Calhoan 
or Cass ; yet, notwithstanding a life of intri^e and demagpgueism, chance did the most lor him. 
Van Biiren preferred Cass to Calhoun, and Calhoun preferred Polk to Cass. The new divisions 
of party are north and south, slave owner and freeman. Southern policy is to give to us north- 
ems a master, and to ens are our bondage to the spread of their system by dividing us, and 
engaging and bargaining with the Morcys, Walkers, and other cunning men who have popu- 
larity Without Uberalitv. Calhoun was hot for Texas^ but, as to Oregon, he urged us to be 
^lill. Polk do^ not cuffer from him* Had,.!- voted in Kov. IS^-Polk would have had my 
StUfirage, because he stood pledged to. act with perfect equally to the loreign born an'd the native, 
yfhih Ciajr stood silent, with our .native bigots, tho foreigner's avowed enemies, in his front 
ranks. 11 ther< is to be a.slave diaas, and -a master plass, I shall no|. wiUingly iprge my own 
festers. Had, I supported Polk, however, whieh Ididjnot, j[ would have beeuj as others are, his 
dupe. T^ose vjrho are intimate witjh Gov. Ca^s, t^l n^,.that his man^er^ are pleasing; that 
h^ is (^urteoiis J a good scholar ; an- amiable man; ^ good husband a^. father. He is a large 
<iJ3eq, portly man, with a Wg head ; and carries his- political prnaciples, like a country doctors 
wallet of medicines, in' a convenient, portablfs form. He played his card well in the* game Of 
preiiient maldng, in l$^t— and^ aitcr Van Barents election, there's no knowing what may 
happen two ycai*s hence. Cass is, by trade, a poiiticiah, and has mind aind great espericnde. 
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in posseision of substantial power. The President was speedily involved in » 
quarrel with the directors of the U. S. branch at Portsmouthi N. H., and the 
breach when made was easily widened. 

The influence of the cabinet ; its patronage ; the means its members had of 
giving a direction to public opinion on certain important subjects ; their views, 
' connections, expectations, wishes ; the majority of them desirous to see Calhoun 
the next President ; Calhoun himself already at the head of the Senate as Vice 
President ; with the Telegraph press and patronage of Congress in the hands of 
its indefatigable editor, General Duff Green, at his back ; presented a state of 
things which neither Jackson nor Van Buren liked, so they resolved upon a dis- 
solution of the cabinet, as the only plausible means of getting rid of Branch, 
Ingham, and Berrien. One pretext for a quarrel was found, in the (act that 
President Monroe, and his Secretary of War, Calhoun, had not been altogether 
satisfied with JacJcson's mode of conducting the Seminole war,* — and this was 

* What are the pactb on the Seminole auEsTioNi They are these. Jacksoa was 
emplojed by Monroe, and his cabinet, which then consisted of Crawford, Adams, Calhonn, 
Wirt, and Crowninshield, to chastise certain Indian tribes or bands, whose home was in 
Florida, a possession of Spain. He disobeyed, or rather transcended his orders, and on the 
19th of July, 1818, President Monroe wrote nim privately, that when called into servioi 
against the Seminoies. " the views and intentions of the government were fully disclosed in 
respect to the operatioiis in Florida. IN TRANSCENDING THE LIMIT PRESCRIBED 
BY THOSE ORDERS, you acted on vour own responsibility." Mr. Monroe said, it was 
right to attack the Seminoies in Floriaa, for they had a sort of sovereignty there, " bat an 
order by the government to attack a Spanish post would assume another character. IT 
WOULD AXJTHORIZE WAR. CONGRESS ALONE POSSESS THAT POWER," 
Jackson had seized and held the posts or forts of Spain in time of peace. Hill had denounced 
him, so had Ritchie, and Noah. Coleman of the Post, Feb. 8, 1819, said, that " in apite of 
the votes which one branch of the legislature have passed, we shall continue to think that the 
conduct of (Jeneral Jackson, in forcibly entering the Spanish territory, and seizing upon the 
civil authority ; in decoying, by means of false colors, two Indian chiefs on board of an 
American vessel, and then hanging them at the vardarm. one of whom, too, had spared the 
life of an American captive, at the intercession of nis daughters; and in hurrying to a violent 
and ignominious death, two prisoners, after quarter had been granted, can never be justified 
by any authority to be found in any civil or religious code." In the British cabinet it was 
seriously debated whether satisfaction or war ought not to be the alternative demanded for the 
hanging of Capt. Arbuthnot, who advised the English authorities that Jackson's war mission 
was occasionea by persons who were grasping after the land^ of the Indians, and the southern 
planters desiring 'to seize and punish their black bondsmen for seeking that freedom in a 
Spanish colony which the land of liberty denied. Crawford, in one of his letters, mentioned 
that about this time Jackson wrote to Monroe and " eave it as his opinion that the Floridaa 
ougnt to be taken by the United States.'' He (Jackson) added, " it might be a delicate matter 
for the Executive to decide ; but the President [Monroe] had only to give a hint to some 
arnfidejUial member of Congress, say Johnny Ray, and he would take it, and take the responsi- 
bility upon himself." Was Senator Houston, Jackson's Johnny Ray, in the Texas affitirf 
Was Senator Yulee, Polk's Johnny Ray, when he introduced a resolution recentlyto annex 
Cuba, after the hie-hest officials in Illinois had met and advised that measure 1 who are to 
be the Oregon and California Rays 1 That President is not very particular in the matter of 
sincerity who pledges himself to all Oregon before an election, offei's to give up 15,000 square 
miles after it, declares to the American people that our title is clear and unquestionable to 54* 
40' and then offers a compromise for latitude 49^. 

To return to Monroe's letter to Jackson. He told him that his seizing the fortresses 
of Spain, might involve the Union in a war with that power, when British privateers would 
harass American commerce, and this country not have one European power on its side — and 
that such a state of things ought not to be lightly hazarded. He advised Jackson to amend his 
reasons — and in another private letter, dated Oct. 20. added, " I was sorry to find that you 
understoodyour instructions relative to operations in Florida DIFFERENTLY FR()M 
WHAT We intended." Here he speaks for himself and his cabinet, especially for 
Calhoun, who was then at the head of the department of war, and had issued these instruct 
tions. Mr. Monroe bids the general write out his views, adding, ** This will be answered, so 
as to explain ours, in a frienmy manner, by Mr. Calhoun, WHO HAS VERY JUST AND 
LIBERAL SENTIMENTS ON THE SUBJECT. This will be necessary in the case of a 
call for papers by Congress, or may be. Thus we shall all stand on the ground of honoTi 
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IbnwiMd by the eonfederates of Van Boven^ and urged through Hamilton and 
Forsyth apoa Jackson at the fitting momenti who feigned a feeling of indignation, 
•▼ideotly put on, and acted, to rouae Calhoou and bring on an angry dispute. I 
say feigned a feeling, for after Jackson had quarrelled with Calhoun on this 
matter, he remained upon the most cordial and kindly terms with many other 
leading politicians, wha, as he well knew, had in 1818 and 1819, been among 

EACH DOING JUSTICE TO THE OTHER, which is the ground on which we wish 
to place each other." 

Adams's vindication of Jackson is on record — ^Monroe's manly conduct towards him in his 
public capacity, was only equalled by his kind and friendly consideration in private. Here 
we see that he frankly told Jackson^ that Calhoun's sentiments in the whole matter were very 
just and very liberal, and that his (Jackson's) conduct was not approved, but that reasons were 
sought for its justification that the evils of an unnecessary war might be avoided. How 
could Jackson, when in possession of these secret letters for ten years, pretend, afUr his elec- 
tion had been secured through the gigantic efforts of Vice President Camoun and his friends, 
that he had always understood that Calhoun, as war secretary, hsd approved of the hangings 
and fortress seizures in a friendly country without war ! Jackson was enraged* at Camoun 
and Crawford in 1818, for not thinking as he did, but Calhoun gave him a party, and the 
quarrel was revived at the convenient interval of ten years, to serve Van Buren. As a proof 
mat Messrs. Monroe and Calhoun continued to confide in Jackson, and that their ulterior 
views were believed to be his. they offered him, in 1823, the mission to Mexico, which he 
would have accepted, had not Burr and others more influential, induced him to set his cap fat 
the Presidency oi the Union. 

Crawford, when he reported, as he had a perfect richt to do. at a proper interval of time, 
the secret conversations m Monroe's cabinet ought to have tola the truth. Does not his own 
statement show that he did not do so 1 and knowing that, how could Jackson or Van Buren 
pretend to depend more on his vindictive yet treacherous memory than on the confidential 
assurances of James Monroe 7 

In 1838, we find John Forsyth, Van Buren's conffederate. writing Major James A. Hamilton 
as follows: " Milledgeville, Feb. 8th. Dear Sir: Our friend W. H. Crawford was in this 
" place a few hours yesterday. By his authority I slate, in reply to your inquiry, that, at a 
« meeting of Mr. Monroe's cabinet to discuss the course to be pursued towards Spiain, in con- 
" sequence of General Jackson's proceedings in Florida, during the Seminole war, MR. 
" CALHOUN SUBMITTED TO AND URGED UPON THE PRESIDENT THE 
"PROPRIETY AND NECESSITY OF ARRESTING AND TRYING GENERAL 
"JACKSON. MR. MONROE WAS VERY MUCH ANNOYED BY IT." 

Hamilton had previously asked Calhoun the same question. In his letter to him of Feb. 
25, 1828, he says — " In reply to my inquiry, * Whether at any meeting of Mr. Monroe's cabi- 
net the propriety of. ARRESTING GENERAL JACKSON for anything done by him 
during the Seminole war, had been at any time discussed,' you answered, *SUCH A 
MEASURE WAS NOT THOUGHT OF— much less discussed. The tmly paint befirre the 
caHnct was the answer to be given to the l^anish government* " 

Hamilton was the dependant of Van Buren-^e was fond of money— had been an anti-war 
federalist, and required van Buren's aid, as Van Buren did his. At the proper moment, the 
information which he had secretly obtained from Crawford's friend, F^jrsyth, about THE 
ARREST, was communicated to Jackson. The election was now sure — Branch, Ingham and 
Berrien were true to their principles and their friends — Duff Green stood by Calhoun, who 
had no means of rewardixi^ him, though by so doing he knew that Jackson's and Van Buren's 
indignation and the loss of ofiice and its vast emoluments, would be the certain results. The 
ipples of discord had now to be scattered— and Jackson, professing astonishment about the 
ARREST, and not contented with Calhoun's explicit disclaimer to Hamilton, applied to 
Crawford, the political enemy of Calhoun, and who had voted in the cabinet to punish him by 
a disavowal of his Seminole proceedings ! 

Finding that matters were taking thfo new turn, Crawford wrote Forsyth from Woodiawn, 
30 April, 1830, "I recollect distinctiy what passea in the cabinet meeting referred to in yom- 
" letter to Mr. ■. Mr. Calhoun's proposition in the cabinet was that General Jacfcson 

" should be PUNISHED IN SOME FORM, OR REPRIMANDED IN SOME FORM. I 
"AM NOT POSITIVELY CERTAIN WHICH. AS MR. CALHOUN DID NOT 
" PROPOSE TO ARREST GENERAL JACKSON, I feel confident that I could not have 
" made use of that worc^ in my rel ation to you," &e. Here's a disclaimer for you ! He bad told 
Forsyth secretly that Calhoun did propose to arrest Jackson. Now he teUs him he did not say 
that, in one sentence of the above quoted letter, he says he recollects distinctly what passed 
but in the next he says he does not recollect disuncUy whether Calhoun spoke of reprimand 
or of poniflhinent 1 
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the most hottile to him in the matter of that same Florida campaign. Jackvoi 
waa perfectly aware that Van Buren, with the preases under his control, aa4 
also some of his friends in the U. 8. Senate, had really been his deadliest enemies 
in 18 J 8, and long after it — ^yei, now that it soited his pnrpose, he could profess 
to forget ail this, while Calhoun, who had acted most honorably toward hinij 
was made to feel the efEoei of what assuredly was a rooted hatred. 

Jackson, urged on by Van Buren's creatures, goes to a man for facts, who is filled with envy , 

and hatrea of Calhoun j and who cannot withhold the details of his own petty griefs, even in r 

an appeal to the public. Calhoun (says he) established the Washingtcn Kepublican to 
•lander and vilify me — ^he set on Ninian Edwards to break down my character, &c. He goes 
on to sav, that he was for Jackson as president if it wouldn't help Calhoun, and that Calhoun's 
fiunily lad called Jackson a " military chieflain," with more of such gossip and twaddle ; 
adding what had probably the greatest weight of any, " I know personally that Mr. Calhoun 
iavored Mr. Adams's pretensions till Mr. Clay declared for him." In his letter to Balch, lith J 

Dec. 1827| Crawford also says, " My opinions upon the next presidential election are gene- " 

rally known. When Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Cambreleng made me a visit last April, I 
autiiorized them upon every proper occasion to msuke those opinions known." On turning to 
page 300, letter 144, it will be seen that " my friend Col. Hayne" is the word with Van 
buren. In 1832, we meet with the Colonel's vote to recall him from London. When the Van 
Buren pany nominated Jackson, in this state, in 1828, they omitted to name Calhoun for vice 
president-^meaniime the plot was ripening,^ and a very deep plot it was. How like to the 
persecution of Clinton in I8l9 and 1820, by Van Buren, Buder and the "high minded;" a 
persecution, the principle involved in which, even Hammond could not see; for Clinton's 
measures, like those of Jackson's insulted secretaries, had given entire satisfaction. 

Callioun's letter to Jackson, dated May 29, 1830, is a specimen of his manly straight-for- 
wardness, and consistency, which one w(Hild wish to see rewarded, even on earth. He goes 
Ailly into the merits of the Seminole case— is master of both facts and arguments — and ailer 
havinff stated that he approved, that they all approved, of Monroe's private letter ot July 19, 
1818, 1 cannot perceive how, at an interval of twelve years, Jackson should have singled out , 

him — the man to whom, when aspersed and slandered from Maine to Missouri, he owed so 
much— as an enemy— unless it was, that he f Calhoun) stood in the way of measures, puWic 
or personal, which Jackson and Van Buren had at heart; and must be injured, if that were 
possible. Calhoun's idea appears from his letters. He says to Jackson, " I should be blind not 
to see that this whole affair is a political manoeuvre, in which the design is that you should 
be the instrument and myself the victim, but in which the real actors are carefully concealed 
by an arU'ul movement''^ In the hands of Clinton, Duane, Calhoun, and men of their honor- 
able dispositions, Jackson's administration might have become a blessing to society, and Van 
Buren been compelled to suspend his intrigues. Soon after the dissolution, at a public dinner 
in Pendleton, S. C, one of the toasts ^'as " Martin Van Buren. * Ah ! that deceit should steal 
such sentle snapes, and with a virtuous visor, hide deep vices.' " 

CaUioun never could find out the name of Jackson's first informer— he who referred to 
Hamilton, who in his turn referred to Crawford. He was justified in holding Forsyth up in 
that detestable character, and did so— but Van Buren remembered the service dune him, and in 
course of time Forsyth became his Secretary of State. This was his reward. 

Because I gave to the public the secret correspondence of Van Buren and his confederates, 
instead of turning it into money, as some poor men like me would have been tempted to do, 
Van Buren 's frieuds have slandered and persecuted me. In a letter from his favorite candi- 
date. W. H. Crawlord, dated Woodlawn, 2d Oct,, 1830, and addressed to J. C. Calhoun, 1 find 
the following paragraph on political secrets : 

> 

*' I ilMil flrst nniJce your observations upon the diadoturc of the aecrets of the cabinet, which you mv is tte 
first which has occurred, at least In thw country. Do you really believe Uiis assi>nion, Mr. CnllKMin 1 How M 
th« wiiiten o|>inions of Ucsaro. Jeffir^on and HamiltoB, on the flrsi bank bill, ever fer. Uie light 1 How were Um 
tets and rtrcunMtaBoee which iiroceded and acompanied the removal of Edmonii lUodolpE troiN ihe aime Ue- 
pan meat by Genrrai Wash^ngtott, dicclnsed and made known to the publkj If y« ur a.<««:rti4ia be irue« those 
^ ^' *uld,at-^' ^. ^- ^ -.--..-- « .— ^ '•..... . -. . . 



nets and arcuin«tance« would, at this moroeht, be biiiied In E|^piian darkness. *Whilf> a cabinet Vi in l 

•)id iu urfefuinen liable <o b* Impaired, rriison and cbmaoh mum piHiU out the pmpriety ot kpepiiig ii» i 

inies ¥Ut^i. ' But after the caninet mi hi»f9tetSm» When Iti tt«erulnew eaiinot be impaired by a disclosure oT m 
amoe»>dlnt8 neither reason, .cfimnMO BPi»o»«or patriollsai, requires that tlmee proceedings ishanld be abrtiud*-6 im 
iiupeneinibie darkm ss. The ncm of sucli a cabinet become hietorr, and the natioa has the same right to a know- 
k<qrf of them, tliat it has to anv other Mstorfeal fkt\. It H presuim^ (hat all nsiHnns hare cntertahied this opi- 
■mUm «ml havt* aci«n) uiiet* it H««M the seortt kbtoiT ef caMnets, iho most dcv^tie iiT Kuiope. fleiHe tbadiittvy 
uC tht h«ttiie nf ainaa by Charles James Pw* v^liWi di^oaes -the moat >cp:rec interaittise betweea Cbaiise 
II., and ihi- French Minister* by which H waa pmvud Uant i bailee was a penabner of Louis XIV., Kiiw af 
France, and had secrvtiv enK>!^^o re-estabiish Popery In "England. Yet In the lace of atl tftt^ Acts, you Ale 
"yre ^ e m e U|>ott- ihr Ipntiraaee'tirthe ttietfcisuished peteen ymi -were e d drc s amf . en fki aiie iiMhwaie tJwC aadi 
diseIosona^sdMVfffbe<&iBMeiii«DycottiUiy,btttcerttiigJyBotiaUitoxepiibi^ ^ . 
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The SemiDole que^ion was but the nottHiml one^ on which they difiered—A 
means taken to effect a much desired ead. 

Aoother cause of strife was Mrs. Batoa. She had been the widow of Poner 
Timberlake, of the Constitution ; and was married to Mr. J. H. Eaton, Jack- 
son's biographer and war secretary, in 1829. While Mrs. Timberiake, the 
ladies of character, in Washington, had refused to ashociate with her for several 
years, alleging that her conduct and reputation were too bad. General Robert 
Desha had warned Eaton of all this before their marriage— and, as Elaton was a 
favorite of Jackson's, and the families of Messrs. Calhoun, Branch, Berrien and 
Ingham neither visited his wife nor invited her to their parties, while Van Bn- 
?en, being a widower, with no daughters, was uaremitting in his attentions to 
her, an effort was made to coerce Messrs. Branch, Ingham and Berrien into 
a difierent course, coupled with a thi*eat of removal from olfice, in case Mra. S. 
was not, by their families, placed on a more friendly Sooting.* In all thiS| the 

* WoiT lypLUENCB DID Mr. AND Mk«. Gaton cxaRcisE OVER Jackson 1 I plocc much con- 
fldenoe in the statements of Mesnrs. Branch, Berrien, and Ingham, because they were d c m oera ts 
of high character, the choice of Jackson, in accordance with pnUic sentiment, and hecaosetlkey 
chose, like Duane, to retire from the offices they held, and refuse other offices offered them as 
hrjbes, rather than become the base instruments of Van Bureo, and through bis influence lo 
enjoy a monopoly, as it were, of the power and patronacpe of this great republic. I place coa- 
fidence in them because. like Calhoun, they would descend to nothing mean^-because tfaoy 
spurned Jaduon's oSei. tor such it was, oa condition that their families would associate witn 
Mrs. £aton, tbe wife of Jackson's personal friend and war minister, a woman whom the citi- 
zens' wives would neither receive nor visit, on account of her mode of life astbey had witnessed 
it J and I confide in them, becau.se they were acknowledged to have been good and fhithfhl 
stewards to the public, by Jackson, while not a whisper did even the breath of slander utter to 
their prejudice. I wish we coukt say as much of their well known successors, K^idall, Taait}', 
Wooabury, Van Buren and Butler. 

John ilenry £aU)n married the Widow Timberlake in JanTxar}-. 1829. I suppose be had 
been a long time a widower. Either General Macomb or John Van Buren introduced me 
ihxd year, in the department of state, to Mr. Eaton's sons, one at least of whom must have bocu 
19 or 30 years oW. William B. Lewis, of Tennessee, whom Polk dismissed from oflfce a fcu' 
mDQths smce, another personal friend of Jackson's, was Eaton's brother-in-law, and appears to 
have approved of this second marriage. When the cabinet broke up, Eaton wrote a letter to 
Blair, Aaling that soon after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun called and left their card, 
and that he and Mrs. Eaton returned the visit, and were, bv Mrs. C, received with much po- 
liteness. To this, a reply was made by Calhoun, that his w^fe had never called on Mrs. E. at 
any time, never lefl her card, nor authorized another to do so for her — that Mrs. C. conceired 
it to be the duty of Mrs. E., if innocent, to open her intercourse with the ladies who resided in 
the place— that " it was not, in fact, a question of the exclusion of one already a^mit ^ H into 
society, but the adoussion of one already excluded. Before the marriage, while she was M». 
Timberlake, she had not been admitted Into the socie^ of Washington ; and the real qaesiton 
was, whether her marriage with Major Eaton should open the door abrady closed on her; or, 
ia other words, whether official rank and patronage should, or should not, prove paramount to 
that eensorship, which the sex exercises over itself: and on which, all must acknowledge, Che 
purity and dignity of the female character mainly depend." 

I have recently' perused with as much attention as I could g[ive to them, the con-espondencc and 
other newspaper statements concerning Jackson, his secretaries, and IV^rs. Eaton and Van Bn- 
ren. They arefuUofgall and bitterness. TheSecretaryofWar(Eaton) publicly addresses hislale 
<ioUeagues, the great exemplars of the new world, thus : ** These two men, Insrham and Berrien, 
will stand together in after time, and with honorable men, monuments of duplicity, ingraticode 
and bascnessf^raitors to their friends, and destroyers of themselves — a memorab^ tllastrstion 
of thtfintelanchoty' truth, that a m^ way smfleand smlje? and be a villain !" Betwixt his 
ABjJry^vjfe and artful monitor, Van Buren, poor iBaton mn^ haw been in a bad way. To re- 
peat the charge of deceit, falsehood, hypu irisy ; and other vices»-the^thfeals of assassinati^, 
vengeance, cha.stisement, &c. — the challenges to. fight duels or bear the brand of oo^'ardtoe, 
^ould be tedioud^bnt a fQw,fe3rtracts firrmrrtne-tiarratl^fif Qowrnw Branch <yf North Carolina, 
Whi3 had Ije^ Jadwon'sr Secretary of the Navy,' «i«v help us to a -rfght esjimate of Van Bn- 
'■Kn% ftgeiicy inthe affkir.- ' - -'7 '"' ■' - ■ '•• . » - . . : ; 

. ■*! Mr. Va» BiiAm Ikfeast Wbonste/mlBO, Iss^tClov* Sialk^] yvsn «, wi^oWeE without daugklera^ w^Jw 
, «fnMyjvv>Ue<| bUns^ir^l'ttHhU prlyMtM^ m «nc^ Uls attcnOoiw lo Sin. Enton were of Uie inmi nuuM 
' cbanoer.' Polite and asaidaous oo afioccaslbiis, he aras |rt^(Ietit&rly to In the p^seiie« of Osn. Ja^ksoa or 
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point lutned »t, both by Van Barf4i and Jackioni was to get lid of GalboiiB^ 
friends, and to fill tbeir places with Biore pUabk politicians. On the 7lh of 
April, Ibdl, Eaton resigned the War Department. Van Biuen gave up the 
Department of Slate on the llth, and Jackson wrote him after this manner :^- 
^^ 'lo aa,y that 1 deeply regret to lose you is but feebly to express my feelings." 
ioghain was sent for next — the two resignations shown him by the President, ' 
and a wish expressed that he would go out. The Russian Mission was o&r- 
ed as ttsoal, which he indignantly refuted, but revgned forthwith, giring, as his 

Mi^. EaUw. Bla loflneiice. In evtty v»ii«ty of fflrm. bocli (Aeiftl and ^Boflkhil, was ezsrted to makt it apya- 
rent (o ihofe 'entlcineB that ha entered deeplf Into tlitlr fcalingi ; not. h fiict, that he cared aoythliis atoat 
ihem; bat be forewtr tha power to be acqoiiad hf pafsvlof tnch a eiwna, aod had aoaaaplae loicaiimin hta. 
At length. Gea. Jackioii, aAar the meeting of Coamm lo Deeeniber, 18^, Oadlng the Indies of WanhiBgloa le 
be hiipmctleable. determined thai the families of bis CUiinet shovM submit to tenna or be dl»arimed • • • 
Ocngrasa was lo nession ; the ladias of the msBiben frqn Teanoaaea. even, held no iniereoane with Mrs. Ea- j 

u» ; nur, In fact, the Preiddent's own family. The friends of the administration became alanned, lest the ei- 1 

ercine of inieh despf>iic power sfaonid ovwwiielm them all, and wanted off tlie Impending Irtow. The mtastte ' 

of Mrs. Eaton, however, engrossed the President's whole soal. and lie condoned to be ninch oecnpied la ad- 
lecting ceniflcates. urlnctpally from office seekers, to sostaia her. This book of certificates, tor a folio did It 
soiHi biHMnie, wn« th»i on which odke seekers first qualified for oflke. la the meaaUiiie, Mr. Veo Bwcn, who 
had ortnilly contriboted to Inflame the President's miad, doabtleas, In part, Indociag him to believe that Mm. 
Callioiiii's refiuai to return Mrs. Baton's card in Fsbmaryf ISO, had iafineoced the fauiilies of the Cabinet to 
liiir»up the cuars<r they bad adopted towards her, finding him wrought up lo the mad ftiry of a * roaring IIub,' 
to a^e Col. Jobnson'ii destcriptjon, thought It a good time u* uncage and ttim bim hmse un his most farmidaUe 
rivnl, Mr. Calhoun, who whs then Vice Piesident, and p nrtk ipat ed with him in the reaowa wliich he (Vaa 
Barea) attached to service ander such a chief. The manner in which iIm wifriendly comespondenoe com- 
menced lietweeo Gen. Jackson and Mr. Cnlhonn, taken in connection with the time, is sufficient to convtace 
any inielligent iniod that it was instigated by Van Buren. I eieried ever> nerve to defeat his purpose. Oftea 
have I cnireHicd (General Jackson to avoid a mpture wiUi Mr. CalhouOyias no good could result from each a 
quarrel. His allenaticm agaiost Mr. Calhoun was a mere pretext ; you sea bim now in sweet communion with 
those who. in 10111. were his most bitter asaailaala. By thU time, I well nnderstood the chamcter of Mr. Vaa 
iiurcn. With bim, I found that the end jusUlied the means ; and. as the destmctioo of Mr. Calhoua was the 
object nearest bin heart, he was very willing the old Chie( for whom he professed so much love and veneraiiea, 
should HC(?ompiish this work for him at any and every hasanl to himself. I believed then that Mr. Van T 



phwed too low an estimate on the virtue, patrlutism and incelligance of the American people, and that hfcs icli- 
anoe on General Jackson u> accomplish his purposes would prove delusive. * * * His skiru have pnivad 
strong enough to bear Mr. Van Burea Into the Vice Presidency, and recent Indications have Induced ma lo 
fear that the country Is sufllcleiitiy corrupt lo enable him, through the patronage of the Gttvermnent, lo reach 
the great obieet trfhis amlntlon. It does surpass all belief that the cool, dUpasslamte and unprincipled wlre- 
worlter in this plot shouU, by sneh means, render hhoself aceapcahle lo a ftee, geoetotts, paiiloik, and anlight- 
eoeil iMwple." 

One tiling most be said here, in favor of Jackaon. but it tells so much the worse for Van 
Buren. His partv bad basely slandered Mrs. Jackson during the canvass of 1824 ; Jackscn 
was tendcrl)r attached to her ; she had gone to her grave, iust beiure he left Tennessee to assume 
the duties of President ; and there were those who wounded his feelings by telling him that the 
conduct pursued towards his Tennessee friend's wife, was one way of insulting himself. Jack- 
son had not forgotten the Benton pamphlets. On the 9th of Mav, 1831, Jesse Speight, M. C, 
who afterwards adhered to Van Buren, thus addressed Governor Branch : 

^'I^taktokbuko, May 9, 1831. 

" My DKiR rRiK9D :— Yours of the 4th Inst, has this moment come to band. I am not mistaikea in the oplnloa 
I nad f«irm«d as to the cause of the blow oat at Washington (as we call it here.) It is hit passible for me to ai- 
press the deep aad heartfelt martiflcatkm I have and continue to feel for the honor of my counuj. I too, ih. 
aui disafipoinied. Mover did 1 bviieve that the high-minded ehlvalruus Independence of Andrew Jackson could 
be iiiado bf bow at the xhrine of selfish ambition. Ah ! and so as to ibrsake old long tried fHends at the polb, 
and niovfd by the deceitfhl artifices of such men as llaitin Van Buren, and seduced by the Insttgniloa of Ite. 
Eaioa flofkr as I have uadarsiood, the feeUafi of your fHanda are with yoo. * * * Ood Uess you. 

** J. SPEIGHT." 

CoL James Watson Webb was, as the reader will perceive by reference to his letter and card, 

Sges ^1 and 233, so friendly lo^ Van Buren, that he was ready to fight any number of dueb to 
i honor and glory. Having since, like me, cooled down a little, he tells nis readers, through 
ihe Courier &» Enquirer of July 7, 1837, that Van Buren became Jackson's favorite *' by his 
base sycophancy and unscrupulous truckling to the mandates of his master"— that, to *'orm him- 
self inb Jackson's favor, he gave a grand entertainment, to which all the families of distinction 
vrere inviled-^that " at the appoimed time, the doors of the supper-room were thrown open, the 
jjiuaic struck up, and Martin Van Buren led to the head of his table, and seated upon his right 
hand, the lady whom General Jackson had commanded to be received," but whom the rest of 
the cabinet objected to countenance. 

As early as iSov. 24, 1828. the National Advocate, N. Y., notices the singular fact, that •* im- 
mediately alter the combined powers liave efiected the security of Jackson^ election, the forces 
of Van Buren and Calhoun should assume a hostile attimde towards each other." Van Buren 
and his followers, well knowing Jackson's pledge not to be re-elected, were the first to nominate 
bim tor a seoond term— they saw h« wiahed it and that it would throw him more and moie 
Into Van Buren's power. How few Kings, Popes, and Pmidaits we find who williQgly Uy 
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B, JmakBQo?B wishes that h^ should 4o so* JiMckson replied to hu note, bore 
tsstimoay to his ^^ integrity sud «eai," and declared that be had been *' fully sa^ 
tisfied" with his conduct. This was not the truth. If the officer was true and 
fiitthful^ did he merit, as a reward, to be turned rudely out of place, or what 
was thereto equivalent ? If be had said to the three cabinet ministers, whom 
he asked to go away, '^ You are faithful, capable and zealous in the public ser- 
vice, but you are also fond of Calhonn, whom Van Buren has made ine believe 
not to be my friend ; this is your off^ice, and it is unpardonable ;" he would 
have told more of the truth in that matter. How could he deeply reorbt to 
part with Van Buren as an officer^ when he had already resolved to send him 
to London, and give McLane logham^s place 1 Congress broke up on the 3d 
of March, and by the 7th of next month, the actors in the cabinet pk»t had their 
parts perfectly prepared. 

That same year, Louis McLane took charge of the Treasury, and Van Buren 
left for England as the new envoy. His letter to Hoyt, page 229, shows that 
he liked the British capital, all but the expense of living in it. His nomina* 
lion as minister was sent to the Senate in December ; and, on the 25th of Jan^ 
nary, 1832, by a vote of 23 against 23, and the casting voice of ^Calhoun, 

dowR power ! I think John Tvler was honest and meant to do right, and I am glad he did not 
gi^e us a national bank, for I think we may do better— but he ought to have declined a re-elec- 
tiOQ, and positively declared that he would not be a candidate. Why did he advocate the one 
terra principle^ and afterwards, like Jackson, decline to lay dowii the cup till he had drank to 
the very dregs'? I am not sore that his conduct in a^kii^ his cabinet officers, whether he 
ooght to be a candidate fen* a eeeond term, was the surest evidence of a s;reat soul or a lofty 
spvit. He must have known, when he asked he cabinet, What shall I do 1 that the answer 
Would be, Hold the reins as long as possible. One good to him resulted irom the course he 
took. He learnt what a hollow, deceitful tribe, courtiers are. There are, in reality, but two 

ries in this republic ; and it would have been glorious, indeed, if the people had shaken off 
harness of demagogues, and constituted a party for the country and for libert}'. I onoe 
thought that it was Mr. Tyler's ambition to rise upon the ruins of prostrate selfishness; Per- 
haps I was mistaken. Wbisa he left Washington, ms successor seemed wanting in respect to 
the office he had held. No matter. It taught him a lesson. 1 honor him for signing the chei^) 
postage bill, malgr^ ail sofuthem opposition. 

• Why was Van Buren rejected by the Senate 1 When the Van Buren party at Albany 
heard of his rejection as minister to London, where, as Dr Holland tells us, oa the best 
authority, "he arrived in September, 1831, and was received, with distingnishoa Havor, by 
the Court of St. James," the legislators friendly to him met at Albany, in the Asiiembly Cham- 
ber, where Senator Kemble, whose subsequent adventures will be found in my Lives of Hoyt 
^d Butler, came forward with a series of resolutions for a national convention at Baltimore, 
a state convention at Albany, Ac., and the meeting also appointed Levi Beardsley, John W. 
Edmonds, N. P. Talmadge. C. L. Livingston, W. H. Angel, and others, a committee to 
address (General Jackson ; who, in his reply, took occaeion to say to them that Van Bmen, on 
the question of trade, respecting which he had been blamed, had acted under his dinctions, 
and^ that his conduct had his approbations—that he held him in high esteem as a man of 
^ility and Integritv— that, as far as he (Jackson^ knew, he had taken no part in the difficul- 
ties between him (Jackson) and Calhoun, nor aovised the dissolution of his first cabinet, bnt 
heen the firiend of harmony— and that, when asked to go to London, he " yielded a reluctant 
consent." 

In Senate, Mr. Webster thought Van Buren's instructions to McLane, of SDth of Julv, 1899, 
derogatory to the national character, and showed a disposition in the writer to persuade Lord 
Aberdeen that the £ngHsh government had an interest in maintaining in the U. S. the ascend- 
ancy of the party to which he (V. B.) belonged ; llius establishing abroad a distiaotion between 
his country and his party. Mr. Frelinghuysen took a similar view. Van Buren's instruc- 
nons commissioned McLane to apprise the British Court of who triumphed last election, and 
Jho were defeated— to put his party in the right and bis country in the wrong— to seek as a 
^vor, as a privilege to the party now dominant, what had been refused as a right in Mr 
Adams' time — and to separate the administmtioii of ihe country Irom tho coomry, far, said 
he, Mr. Van Buren argues that " to set up the acts of the latb AUMiNisTtiATioN, as' the canae 
of the porfeitcre op privileges which would otherwise be extended to the people of the U. 8,, 
Would be unjust," because we, the new men in office, took sides with England, and opposed 
^nat administration. This is very humiliating indeed. 

On the matter of colonial trade^ Adams and Clay, when in power, had agitated in every 
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<* Nbw York's favorite 86n" wee permilted to €xehisig& the elatnc hmlU oC Al 

Thames, and the smiles of royalty in the old worki, for his rund readeace nl 

loflBiblo way the question of the free navigation of the great St Lawrence. . They aeeerted that 
iioigliaid, by her colonial trade act, wantixl to monopolize the whole carrying trade for Ame- 
rican pixKlucc, which is very bulky, to the Britibh West Indies^ and reasoned with her on the 
unfairness ol' high discriminating or protecting duties. Jackson and Van Bureft abandoDcd 
the free use ol'the St. Lawrence and lue canyiug tnde, and obtained a reduction of duties en 
aiticies sait through Canada-^-thev declaring that if the tanner found a new or iuiproved 
market at his own door, it mattered littie to him where his produce went to. I must own that 
Van Buren's conduct in this trade question does not appear to me to be deservii 



question does not appear to me to be deserving of censui^ 
ill 72^//— and as the instructions ^\'erc by the Presidt;nt, and had been bclore CoDgiesB ft| 
many mohthd— as tlie terms agreed to by Lord Abeideen and Louis Mcliane, in lOiU, 1 think, 
had been accepted by this country', and the trade opened under a legislative enactment, it 
seems to me that it was too late to censure, in 1832, language which had been passed over 
without remark 18 months before. The cringing, apologetic tone of the instmcticns teUs who 
the real author was; and contrasts strangely wiUt the bold and haxighty defiance given to an- 
cient, firiendlv, warmhearted France, on another memorable occasion, from the same quaiter 
-^uli do tamk the arrangemeDt made was advamageous to the u. S. Soon alter this, I 
moved in the Canada Assembly for Uie appoinunent of a CommiUee on Trade : and, alter 
some idx weeks of inquiries, 1 drew up the report, which the legislature printed in the form of 
a pamphlet of a hundred pages. Here is an extract : " England claims an eidusiTe monopoly 
in our markets; she allows us none in hers. Our beef and pork are prohibited in her home 
dominions, and our pot and pearl-ashes subjected to the same rates ol'uuty at Uverpool as Uie 
pot and pearlHishes of the southern shores of Ontario and Ene, The shipping of iiritain at 
Uuebcc give no preference to timber, live stoctf, flour, beei; and pork, brought from Upper 
Canada, over similar arbcles brouglJt irom the United States. The manopoiy is ail in lavor 
of ilngland and the United States, the Congress ot which hitter country, by an act passed in 
July, 1832, subjects our wheat, wheat floor, beef and pork, ashes, and otiier staples, to an im- 
post tax of £16 on every £100 value." In ail this there was not much iA' reciprocity— hot I 
do not see how complaint could be made at Washington of an arrangement which excinded 
Canada from the ports of the United States, and opened thoae ot* Canada and the Weet Indies 
to the farmers ot this Union. In ever> conveniatioQ 1 had, when in Engla n d, witk Loid 
Goderich, who introdnced the com bill into pailiament, and with Lord Sydenham, V. P. ot the 
£oai\i of Trade, in 1838-33, 1 complained grievously of the liberality shown to the U. S. kir 
the benefit of English shipping, while no care had been taken lo obtain the like &voi8 lor 
Canada here. The late drawback act is an amendment, however, and there ars utany un- 
provemenis on both sides— hut I have proposed to myself to avoid saying much on tar«ff qnes- 
tiena. There is not room here. 

A chazgc made sgainst Van Buren, that he was the parent of the proscripdve system, which 
Clay and Adams had disdained to resort to, would have been ably sustained, had the Seuuois 
who made it had, in addition to the (acts in their possession, the Custom House rubbish left on 
deposit, or to be swept out, when Jesse Uoyt ceased to be first k)rd ot the Van Buren treasuiy 
hm. Senator Foot, of Connecticut, said, "1 sincerely believe that Gen. Jackson came to thu 
place folly determined to remove no man from office, but ior good cause of removal. 1 am 
fully convinced the whole * system of pro9ortjdum* owes its existence to Martin Van Buren! 
That the dissolmion of the Cabinet was eficcied by his management and lor his benefit I and 
that the hand ot' the late Secretary of State may be uaced distinctly in another aflair, which has 
produced an alienation between the first and second Ofiioers oi tne Government ; and jo&o in 
relation to the present ' improved oondition of th* public press,' and ihe great abuse of the 
patronage of the Govcmmait T 

On I'uesday, Jan. 31, Tammanv Hall met to snstain Van Bnren, and the committee of 
resolves consi^cd of W. Bowne, James Campbell [see pages 193, HXQ, Alc], Saul Alley, C. 
W. Lawrence, W. P. UalieCt, Preserved Pish, Wm. M. Price, P. B. Cutung [see pages 177, 
IbO, \B^\, Gideon Lee, EUssha TibbeOs, Ac. They glorified Jackson and Van buren, ctmsurtd 
the Senate as intriguers, and read John C. Calhoun out of the democratic party by due process 
oi'poUtieal excommunication. 

Among the £» rejectii^ votes in the SenatCL I notice Holme? of Maine, Clay, Webster, S«f- 
niour of Vu, Fi^linghuysen, Clayton, R. Y. Hi^yne, Gabriel Moore, Ihomas Ewing, and ''6. 
Haggles. A mong the ^ atJirming votes were Isaac Hill, Felix Grundy, CTudley and Mar(^, 
Cr. M. Oalkis and W. Wilkiiis, hi3 brother-in-law, Benton, T>'ler, Powhattan Ellis, and Kiiy, 
iXiow at Faria. I have seea a tabic sho^ng that the Stales voting in lavor ot^ Van Bare& had 
a popalation of 6,ti05.571, and those opposed only 3,500,000, yei ine majority w^s o«e against. 
KuUifieaiion came nex^ tivm the pet hanks, the sab-tieas«uT f<^owed. On ^ew Yeat^ day, 
laiQ, Clay and Calhoun attended President Van Buien^a kv^ ; and in November next^ Smith 
Carolina, with consent of Calhoun, McDuffie, Pickens and Rheti, honored with her votey for a 
aeoond tm, the rejected minister of 1832. 
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Kittderhebk, ia the lonely Tmiley of ibe HeidsoQ, xMt the base of the Oahikill : 
Md relieved, for a brief teaaon, from the earea df public life. He left England 
for France in March, made a haaty Umi over the continent, and embarked, on 
the H)th of May, at Havre, for New York. 

Early b 1833, he came a^n into possession of power a^ Vice President of 
the Union ( as President of the Senate, which had refused to place confidence in 
him JL twelvemonth before ; and as the ' successor of Callloun, whose casting 
Tvioe had ensured his rejection. Had Van Buren been a truly great and ^ood 
maft> his triumphs would have been a pleasant theme for the historian to dwell 
upon ; but, as they were obtained, like Bntler'S) by deceit and hypocrisv, Ly 
Sf^eming to be the man he was not, and by the ^'judicious pufis" of artful fol- 
lowers, interested in his fortunes by personal ties, they are a source of regret. 
Blair's press, a donation from Van Boren's iSnancial confederates in New York, 
did him good service-*-as did the trusty types of his ancient advocate, the editor 
of the Argus. Jealousies, bickering, and some lack of tact among his oppo- 
nents, the cry of persecution, and the fact, well known to ^^ waiters on Provi- 
dance,'' that Jackson's popularity was at his back, did the rest. That the agi- 
tation of the colonial trauie question at the time of his rejection, and the speeches 
of General Samuel Smith on that home topic, did him no injury, 1 am well per- 
suaded. He took his seat at the head of the Senate^ for the first time, on the 
16th of December, 1833. 



CHAPTER XXV, 



** Goid, still goki-*it flew like dust ! it tipp'd the post-boy. and paid the trust , 
In each open palm it was freely thrust; there was nothmg bat giving and t 
And if gold could insure the future hour, what hopes attended that Bride to her1 
Bm alas I even hearts with a four-herse ponver of opoknce, end in breaking/' 

Removal of the Deposits in 1833. — Bank of the MMropoUs. — Rw^^ Jackson^ and 
Van B'tren^ on the Pefs. — N, Biddk. — Tngersoli on Charters and Slaoery,-^ 
Col. Dwme, — W. J". Dtiane.-^Poik and Lawrence. — Kendall in Kentucky. — 
His treatment of H. Clay. -^Kendall and ihe Banky Tariffs Mackenzie^ 6fc. — 
Duane opposes the Pet Bank Conspiracy. — His reasons. — Louis McLane*s 
views,^- Silas Wright and the Bank. — Calhoun^s Prophetic Address in 1834. 
-^Land Speeulaiione. — The Globe. — JacksoUy Duane^ and the Mis^on to Si- 
beria. — Chief Justice Taney. — Wonderful ejects of Flattery. — Bennett upon 
Kendall. 

I RAYB shown, that, in 1824, Van Buren, his presses, and his partisans, were 
amons the most thoroughgoing advocates of the United States Bank, and of the 
Presidential candidate who had been its most consistent, zealous, and uniform 
advocate— that, in 1826, Van Buren, Marcy, and Butler, admitted that it bad a 
right to establish branches in the states, and that they petitioned Nicholas Bid- 
die and his brother directors for a branch at Albany — that Van Buren was 
friendly. to Adams and Clay's administration in the first instance, and that the 
presses in his interest had abused Jackson in harsher terms than even Ritchie 
used — ^that he was connected with the most corrupt and infamous banks and 
bankers in the State of New York, the opponent of inquiry into their miscon- 
duct, and the advocate of new charters without check or responsibility — that 
the Albany Argus was his official organ — and that when the swindling establish- 
ments of previous years bad pillaged the people of millions, and no two-thirds 
nogocity oovid be lound to Mclwrtep the Meehaakii end Farmers', and other 
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fiivorite banks of hut, in 18d6, '27, and '^8, be put ferrard hia Sa fety Fod 
nostrum, and went for banks by the score, in January, 1829. I bare alaa 
shown what that fund waa and bow it operated. 

The authentic secret correspondence, which providence has thrown in my 
way, will help the historian not a little in his efforts to discover the motives 
which influenced Van Buren* and his confederates to tamper with the conrenef, 
as they did, from 1829 to 1841. The letters of C. W. Lawrence, C. C. Cam** 
breleng, S. Wright, B. F. Bailer, R. H. Nevins, John Van Buren, Joseph Ker« 
nochao, W. L. Marcy, E. and C. L. Livingston, F. B. Catting, S. Swartwont, 
£* Croswell, A. C. Flagg, Thad. Phclpa, Stephen Allen, and T. W. Qleott, 
when compared with certain facts and circumstances previously made public, 
too clearly prove that the war against the U. S. Bank, the detestable scheme 
of the pet banks, with the brib^, fraud, bankruptcy, and other accumulated 
miseries inflicted on the public through the derangement of business, had their 
origin at Albany. Jackson, though cunning hinaself, was but the ready instru- 
ment of still more artful men. Lady Hester Stanhope tells, that when Pitt was 
premier, large suma, hundreds of thousands of pounds, were offered to him in 
presents, by men deeply engaged in commerce, speculation, banking, &c., 
doubtless with the hope that he would favor their interesta. In the absence of 
proof to the contrary, vr^e may venture to assume that bucktail virtue, like 
English pride, would have spurned all such Potosian temptations. 

The United States Bank had paid $1,500,000 for the use of the public 
money, during the continuance of its charter ;'f the Supreme Court of the Union 

* In Van Barents message to Congress, Doc. 5, 1840, ha says : 

'* When I entered upon the discharge of my official dattes in March, 1637, the act for the distribution of the 
surplus revenue was in a course of rapid execution. Nearly twenty-eighi millloM of doHan of Ow pablic 
moneyn were, in pnrsnanee of its provisions, depcVited with the States in the ntonths of January, April, and 
July, of that year. {fCT In May there occurred a penernl suspension of specie payments by the banloi. Including, 
(^ with veiy few exceptions, those in which the public moneys were deposited, and upon whose fidelity the Gov- 
$:)" emment had unfortunately made itself dependent for the revenues which bad been collected flroaitiia^yaopie, 
and were indispensable to the public service. This suspension, and the excesses in banking and commerce oat 
of which it arose, and which were greatly aggravated by its occurrence, made, to a great extent, unavailaUii 
the principsl part of the public numey tlien on hand; suspended the collection of many millions accruing cm 
mercliants* bonds ; and greatly reduced the revenue arising flrora customs and the public lands.*' 

'* The Treasury has it in Its power to exert a salntary influence, first over the deposit banks, which will al- 
ways be seieeied from the principal Banks in the states, and through them, over the residue. Whatever check 
was exercised by the United States Bank on the issties of the suite banks, was done either by ivrnsfcng to take 



thetr notes in deposit, or if taken, liy returning them quickly for specie, if it believed their issues to t 
siv«. The deposit banks have a right to do the aame tiling, and are in the liabit of exercising it, whe«, in 
their opinions, an occasion fur its exercise exists. Over tlw deposit banks themselves, the Secretary of the 
Ttaosnry has liberal supervisory powers. He may in his discretion direct, as liefore remarked, an increase of 
their specie, when it aupenrs by the returns which they are obliged to ninke to him at short intervals, that ifaeir 
Issues are largfe and disproportionate to their specie on hand ; and a constant and great check is exercised ovef 
them by the actual public knowledge of thetr condition obtained through their reports, and the regular publi- 
cation of them."— ran Buren's letter to Sktrrod WiUiams, August 8, 1836. 

In his message of 1833, Jackson told Congress, that " the Suite Banks selected are nil Institutions of high 
character and undoubted strength, and are under the management and eonlrol of men of unguestitmal prohtjf 
amd inUUigtmce.** In his message of 1837, he said that *'a number of the Depoeit Banks have, with a com- 
mendable zeal to aid in the improvement of the currency, imported from abroad at th^r own expense, laira 
sums of the precious metals for coinage and circulation.*' The explosion and bankruptcy of ltJ37 fdlowM, 
and Wright & Co. were ready with their new nostrum, the sub-treasury. Ritchie, of the Union, like Tsll- 
madge, kicked a little, being up to the chin in speculation, tils press designated the honest locos who n»t In 
the Park. N. Y., " the rabble rout." 

In a letter to S. D. HasUngs. doled Fuiest Hill, Sept S6, 1840, Charies J. Ingersoll, Chairman of the Com. oo 
Foreign Affiiirs, II. of R., says that " the chnrtered power given by our laws to make paper money hy 
bukka of discount, 1X)LERATED W ALL THEIR VIOLATIONS OF BVERY PRINCIPLE OrRIGHT. Is at 
this moment demoralizing Pennsylvania, and particulady Philadelphia, by more fully, igaoraoce; bieachof (Uth 
and of law, luxury, intemperance, vice, crime, and misery, than can be justly imputed to slavery anywhere. 
Slavery, 1 entirely believe with ymi, distempers any Commonweftlth ; but the blood of oun Is flitally poisoned 
by what renders liberty and equality hardly worth having." 

• t In Webster*s report on Finance, in U. S. Sen.ite, June 27, 1834, he states that the Bank of the Metropolis, 
Washington, had not $100,000 of iia notes in ctreulatlnn^that its credit was so bad thnt Its bills had been sold 
at a discount near its doors— that moie than $0OJ,0QO of th6 publie tieasure was dapoafted «ith It—and that 
those who took its notes as payment from government, and carried them to a dUtance, sa(fered loss. Oeneral 
Root explains that iu fhnds were used hi land Jobbing in the ^vest, to realize fortunes to Pelk*s party patriots. 
This bank ai d its confederate pets gave no seciirity to the country— they paid no bonus nor ioleittst-*tb«V V^J 
none now— they made Immense sums by using the national revenue— they were secommended by Woodlmry 
aad Tt^ey to lend it oni, so tha« the wtffK^mti^ boaowfti« qH^hO ^mpfllMl toap^old ih«ir pwty ham mm 
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bad unanimoasly decided that that charter was constitutional ; a committee of 
Congress, and finally the House of Representatives! bad declared, after inquiry, 
that the national treasure was safe in its vaults ; the high tariff of 182S, sup- 
ported by Wright and Van Buren with the view of obtaining a surplus of many 
millions of revenue for political distribution and personal aggrandizement, had 
done its work ; Jackson bad been elected a second time to the Presidency ; and 
now was the time to go into '^the general scramble for plunder," as Svvartwout 
calls it, in right earnest. f 

The first step of the conspirators was to advise the appointment of William 
J. Duane to the office of Secretary of the Treasury. The offer was made, and 
it was accepted. Mr. Duane was the son of one of the most upright, energetic, 
jsealous and consistent democrats ever known to this Union. He had sown the 
good seed of manly, truthful principles in India, England, Ireland, and America 
— had suffered persecution for the love he bore to freedom — bad upheld the 
good, and been a terror to the evil doer in high station, during half a century — 
was vigilant for his country as a trusted military officer in war— «nd the foe of 
United States Banks and other monopolies at variance with his ideas of equal 
rights and laws. In Poland, he would have followed Kosciusko ; in France, 
been ready to tear down the Bastile, or participate in the glorious days of 1830. 
What he thought of last and least was the acquisition of wealth ; and he died 
in old age, very poor, with a heart warmed by love and kindness toward his 
fellow-men. Gobbett, who disliked his antipathy to the English system of war, 
taxation, finance, conquests and ill treatment of Ireland, frankly acknowledged 
that William Duane was the most efficient and sleepless opponent England bad 
on this continent. I have read the files of the Aurora^ no matter how old, with 
real delight, for it was impossible not to see great sincerity united with true 
patriotism, and an informed and reflecting mind, in the remarks of its conductor, 
who, with '^ Montague on Republics," believed that '^ There cannot be a more 
certain symptom of the approaching ruin of a state, than when a firm adherence 
to party is fixed upon as the only test of merit, and when all the qualifications, 
requisite to the discharge of every employment, are reduced to that single stan- 
dard." 

His son,* William John Duane, whom Jackson called to his cabinet, in May, 

WTonc. General Root, in N. Y. Senate, Feb. 7, 1841, said that " the deposit banks were expeeted to support 
the Government even In the local elections— In short, to do all its dirty work. The customers of these Banks 
were required, to support the Administration, otherwise they could get no aocommodation. The New York 
nierchants sell their goods to the country merchaaU on credit. When the merchants from the country went 
to the city, they were told, we cannot give yon credit unless we can get accommodation at the banks. The 
Banks will not discount to those who are opposed to the Government. The consequence was, that the mer- 
chantt were compelled to support the Administration. Thirty or forty Pet Banks were appointed for the ex- 
press purpose of doing the work of the administration. There was no need of proof of this— it was open, pal- 
pable, visible bribery— obvious to every man, woman and child in the country. Was there ever such an attempt 
10 overwhelm the whole land in a sea of corruption ?" 

Wlieiein did this system, which mny have made fortunes for Polk, Butler, Van Buren, Lawrence, Cam- 
breleng. Marey, White A& Co., iu creators, difibr ftom that in operation now, as presided over by Walker, Ban- 
croft. Uarcy and Polk 1 

Who was Nicholas Blddle, whom Blair, Croswell, Green, and Bennett, so systematieally abused at the word 
of command from Van Buren, Polk k, Co.1 The ftivorite of Monroe, of Adams, of jFuskson. a i«moeratic con- 
RTSCBuian, affluent before he entered the bank, and nominated by Andrew Jackson and confirmed by the Sen- 
ate, In 1630, in 1831, and a third time, in 1833, as a aovamment director of the Bank, as ho hnd been for seven 
yean before by Monroe and Adams. The moment Sir. Ahab Van Buren coveted Mr. Naboth Biddle^s vineyard 
he raised such a dust about his eara, throaxh the collar presses, that many persons, myself among tlie number, 
Mieved him to be as grntt a monster as his Ihuik was said to be. 

♦ As Secretary, Daane gives evidence of a sound judgment, first rate business talent, and 
great uprightness. Of his title to superior ability as a statesman, when compared to Jackson, 
Jrolk, Van Btiren, Lawrence, Wright, Butler, Taney, Cambreleng, and the rest of the pet bank 
jtmto, let his conduct, and his reasons for it, be compared with the result of THE EXPERI- 
MENT, and the tardy confessions of the men who mjwe it. 

In a letter to Moees Dawson, dated in 1837, General Jackson, after saying that he had con- 
fidence ia d)e honesty of state banks at the time he placed in their vaults the deposits, adds : 
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1833, was a lawyer of eminenoe in Philadelphia, one oi the executors of the 
generous French banker, Girard, who, as if to shame the intolerant native parly 
of our day, left millions of dollars, to educate American children, while Smith-' 
Bon, an Englishman, sent $500,000 across the ocean for a like generous pur- 
pose. Duane wrote Girard^s will, was long his advi^r, was opposed to the 
iFnited States Bank, in 181 1 and 1816, always and on principle ; aud, with his 
father, threw their great popularity in Pennsylvania into the Jackson scale, in 
1824, when Van Buren, Ritchie, and the selfish politicians, into whose hands 
he fell in 1833, were slandering his name, and ridiculing his pretensions. 

Mr. Duane had represented the Philadelphia democrats in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, had written much that was useful, was married to a grand-daughter 
of that eminent American, Benjamin Franklin ;* and, with his father, had given 
the war of 1812, an early, efficient, and continued support. He was opposed to 
congressional caucuses, and had no need to ttxm to the winning side, when 
Jackson was victorious, in 1828. For twelve years has this great and good 
man been allowed to remain in private life, traduced and slandered by the 
Globt^, Argus, and kindred presses in the pay of Van Burenism, while his great 
experience, true patriotism, and sterling honesty would have been of vast im- 
portance in the Congress of the Union. 

No doubt, Van Baren, Kendall^ and their confederates deceived themselves 

" But was this confidence well founded, and whose fault is it that it was notl Let their 
treachsry to the governmsnl and the people answer. Every day that the directors of these 
banks mn at th*ir boante, they Irnew their liabilities, and their assets to meet them. They 
were rep3ateilly and earnestly caotioned by the treasnry department not to over«>f9Sae-^«r 
charters prohibited it— their solemn obligations to the government and the people, and ereiy 
principle of mjral hone.sty, forbade it. Still, in open violation of all obligations, they sus- 
pendea spicis payments in a tims of profound p3ace, robbed the treasury of many millions of 
oollars, and cried otii, at the same tim*, that the trea<;Qry was bankrupt. 

" The hifttory of the world never h» recorded such blue treachery and perfidy, sa has been 
committed by tlie dep.)sit banks against the government, and purely with the view of grati- 
fving Biditle and the Barings, and bv the suspension of specie payments, embarrass, and ruin^ 
if lieif eatUfly tkeir own, eoxuUnj^ for tne selfish views of making large profits by throwing out 
millions of depreciatad pap^r upon the people — selling their specie at large premiums, and 
buying up their own paper at discounts of ttom 25 to 50 per cent., and Jiow looking forward 
to he indulged in these speculations for years to come, before they resume specie payments." 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, the apocryphal President of perhaps the most corrapt of these 
banks, thus denounced by Jackson, is selected by Polk in 1845, as Collector of the Port cf.N. 
Y.| and confirmed in 184ti hy the Senate ! His letters to Hoyt and others show that he acfcd 
contrary to his oath (which was, to vote according to his best judgment), in supporting the 
8p.>liation of the U. S. Bank. A two million charter was handed to him, from Albany, in 
l83o, as some pecuniary recompense for tear and wear of conscience — some two millions of 
the plunder of the national bank were placed in the castody of the new concern — Lawrence 
became its president, as a matter of course—and, with over S4,000,(K)0 of a paid up capital 
and United States deposits, its doors were shut upon the people and their government, while 
the ink with which its charter had been written was yet scarcely dry. When Lawrence became 
Collector, through the friendship of President Polk, his brother Joseph slipped into office as 
bank president ; and their defaulting paper factory, though denounced by Jackson, is once 
more a pet of Polk and Walker, with the use of millions of the public treasure to its mana- 
gers, without bonus or interest ! Who can doubt the result ! Not the authorities at Wash- 
ington. 

• Sarah, daughter of Benjamin Franklin, married Richard Bache, editor of the Aurora, 
Philadelphia. Colonel William Duane, a native of the Province of N. Y., succeeded Mr. , 
Bache in the management of that popular journal, and was appointed by Madison, in 1813, a 
brigadier-general in the armies of the Union. His son, the fearless secretary of the treasury, 
married a daughter of Mr. Bache, and her mother, Mrs. Sarah Bache, died in Oct., 1806, aged 
64 years. I have long and anxiously wished that some able, well-informed friend of the 
family, who has access to the necessary materials, would compile and publish the Life and 
Times of William Duane. To the Union, to Britain, and to Ireland, the land of his fore- 
iathers^ (he Ie6son;s that that wQr]( would teach would be invaluable. 
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into A belief, that Huaoe^^ known disEke to the principle on which the U. S. 
Baok was chartered, would enable them to make of him a powerful and popu- 
lar ioslrument, for the achievement of their grand scheme of bank plunder, *al« 
ready received upon. But they had mistaken their man.* 

Previous to the loss of lih^r^ in Greece, aa Thucydides tells us, " while 
eadk party endeavored, by every possible method, to get the better of its anU- ' ' 
goDijt, the most flagrant acts of injustice were perpetrated on both sides. Mo<''' 



• Amos Kendall.— I have, in former cliapters, and in a separate work, endeavored to j 
Ijze the pietism of Benjamin F. Bntler. ft now becomes necessary that I should tbnnally 
introduce his twin brother in politics, piely, and principle, Amos Kendall, Postmaster Gkoeral 
to Martin Van Buren, Director of the Commonwealth Bank, Kentucky, Fourth Auditor oi 
tbe'CJ. S. Treafiurv, an editor of the Qlobe, the Expositor, and the Kentuclcy Argus, and speeiai 
agem for Jackson^s advisers in bargaining with the Pet Banks for the use of the public reve- 
nue, 1833-31. If it be tme, as we are toid in Qil Bias, that " there are few breasts capackms 
enoufl^h to aftbrd house room for two such opposite inmates as ^Utical ambition ana grati- 
luie,^ some excuse may be found for the conduct of Amos Kendall towards his eaiiy bene- 
iactor, Henry Clay. 

In Kendall's own account of his life apd adventures, which shows that he was bom on that 
(lay in the vear in which Kali surrendered his army, he makes strong professions of meek- 
ness, humility, and Christian forbearance—" Deacon 2Jebedee Kendall, of Dunistable," hia 
honored sire, is introduced singing David^s psalms, saying grace befi>re meat and grace after 
moat, and offering up to heaven prayer and praise — pious appeals arc made to the Lord, to 
conscience, and to the world — and the Democratic Review for March, 1838, paints Amos as 
"fiXrR£M£LY SIMPLE in character— plain, mild, and unassuming in manners— 
otlmabie and amiable/' 

O'duUivan elevates Kendall into a very Father Mathew of temperance while he was at 
college, but we are reminded of Butlers famous patroon scene at the Sandy Hill bank, where 
Kendall himself, in his journal, pictures the Yankee lawyers who had gone to Kentucky to 
mend their fortunes. " We agam returned to the tavern where were three or four Yankee 
cmigi-ant lawj-ers, and wr made oubselvm merry with brandy." 

Amos landed in Kentucky in 1814, a lean, gaunt, hungry adventurer, and, as the event 
proved, an unprincipled and ungrateful on»— he was received into the family of Henry Clay 
when absent in Europe, as the instructor of his chikiren— treated by Mrs. Clay with great 
kindness both in health and sickness — assisted by Mr. Clay, on his return, to get forward in 
the world, accommodated by him with a loan of S1500, mtroduced to his political friends, 
patronized as an editor, aided in obtaining the public printing in Kentucky, and when, in 
18^5, Clay became Secretar}' of State, offered a situation in the state department. Why did 
he not accept it 1 His letter to Mr. Clay, in 1828, will c^lain. ** Yon afterwards oflfered me 
(says he) a clerkship with a salary of SlOOO, which I declined, expressing a willingness to 
accept one of SI 500/' Amos was readv to join the democratic administration of Clay and 
Adams, at $1500, but couldn't take $1000. Jackson's friends, through Green, had outbid that. 
They hastened to buy Amos up— and enabled him to turn his marketable talents with effect 
against the character and standins^ of his early friend. Trading politicians may applaud his 
worldly prudence— the parasite of jwwer will award him a vulgar sympathy— but from pure- 
minded Americans, such conduct as 1 am about to describe wUl ever meet with unqualified 
reprobation and deserved contempt, 

Kendall denies that he was once for a Bank of the United States and a nrotective tarllT, or 
that he owes a debt of gratitude to Henry Clay. He assures the readers of^the Expositor that 
his " opposition to Mr. Clay was forced on by the heartlessness and ingratitude ot Mr. Clay 
himself.^' 

A letter of Kendall's to Jolm C. KnowUon, of Lowell, dated Washington, July lllh, 1829, 
appeared in the Kcw York Evening Post. Here is an extract : 

-thb ft^liog prcdiBpnMd dm u» \hkmk well of Mr. Clay, aiid READULV FALL mVO THE SUPPORT 
POLn'ICAL VIEWS. Accordingly, when be became a caudidatti for the preiideiicy, I ESPOCSBO 
"HIS CAUSE Willi alacrity and zeal. My UlD^ my labour, and my money were all lavished witkmit 



OF IKS POLn'ICAL VIEWS. Accordingly, when be became a caudidatti for the preiideiicy, I ESPOCSBO 

HIS CAUSE with alacrity and zeal. My Um^ my labour, and my money were all lavished witkmit 

n^tcUHoH ^rtto^rdTQ ADVANCE MR. CLAY. If 1 owed Iilm or bis funily any obligatiooa thAf wvte 



'* riclUy repaid in thai cotitent. AMOS KENUALiL.' 

Mr. Clay was then, as he is now, the champion of one reguUUing hank — Ae United States 
Bank— in preferance to one thousand of ifaem—faTored, as now, t protective tariff, and intemtl 
improvements by vote of Congress — and had disapproved of General Jackson's conduct In 
Florida, and pronounoed it tyrannical and unjust Kendall teUs us that he preferred Clay to 
Jackson, for President— " readily fell into the support of his POUTICAL views," and 
" eipou s ed his cause with alacrity and zeal." Why then deny that he was " once for the 
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derate xneo; who refused to join with either, were alike the objects of their re- 
sentment, and equally proscribed by either fiu^tion." Where is the difierenee 
here, in Duane's case ? He was induced to support Jackson, through a belief 
that he would act up to the manly prmciples laid down in his letters to Mon- 
roe. Did he try to do it 1 

Thiane took office in June, 1833, and was aftenioardi infonned that it was fte 
wish of the President that he should remove the national treasure from the 



^odall addressed a long letter to Clay, through the Frankfort Argus, which was copied into 
the Evening Post of Nov. 1827, in which he assures him that he preferred him as ^retaiy, 
with Adams as President, to the election of Jackson, and that he and Blair, since of the Globe, 
wrote in 1825 to the members of Congress, ijx>m Kentacky, urging them to vote asoinst Jack- 
soil an/l in favor of Adams^ with, ths view, Kendall also wrote to Clay before the presi> 
dential election was decided, that he preferred Jackson to Adams, all things being eonal — ^bnt, 
said he, " if OUR INTERESTS can be promoted by any other arrangement, I shall be con- 
tent." " Our interests" axe uppermost stiu. 

In Kendall's evidence before the Kentucky Legislature, he sap that Mr. Clay intended to 
give him a situation at Washin^on, in 1825^ and that he (feendall) stood ready to defend wiUi 
his pen the political character ol his early fnend. In a letter to David White^who had voted 
in Congress for Mr. Adams as President, dated March 8th, 1828, he says, ** We knew that 
Mr. Clay was to be Secretary of State, and FOR THAT REASON promoted Mr. Adams's 
election,'* and prevented, of course, that of Andrew Jackson. He asserts that he supported 
Adams because Clay was to be Secretary, and yet he told the Kentucky Legislature on oath, 
that he believed the charge by Jackson against Clay, of having bargained with Adams, was A 
BASE SLANDER, and that he had applied to Clay for a situation in Washington, where he 
would liave defended him through the press against that slander ! In a letter addressed to 
Clay, and dated Frankfort, Oct. 11, 1826, Kendall says " Whatever course I may fed con- 
strained to take in relation to the administration generally, I trust I shall not be the means or 
the occasion of casting any imputation upon your integrity and honor." 

Kendall swears that it is his solemn belief there was no barerain at all. But turn to his 
letter to Mr. Knowlton already quoted. He there has quite a diflerent story to tell. He says : 

** In reviewing my coarse, I Iiave but one thing to regret. It li, that I did not, regardlocs of all fanpvtniioDf, 
" tak-. a decisive stand asrinrt the Union of Heosre Adnms and Clay in 1H25. I knew that Mr. Clny Tioialed tlw 
•• wish Afhb state; I KNEW THAT THE UNION WA0 INTERB8TED AND SBLPIBU. iMiMd oT being 
*' ailuCNT, 1 (lugbt boldly to have denounced it. I ought to bare been a« sensible as I am now thnt no eonoM* 
" oblisaiion of private friendihip, and no fear of imputed ineraiitude can Justify a public man in WINKING at a 
** violation of Uie fundamt ntal principles of our fro6 institutions. On this point 1 am guilty.— AMOS KENDALL.** 

There's a confession for you ! " Give me a SI, 500 place," says the pious politician, " and 
ru call ye white as driven snow— though I know that your conduct was interested and selfish. 
Buy me at my price— Pm in the market, and if y^ou don't your opponents will. Hire me, and 
I'll go with you for the tarifi*, the bank, internal improvement, Aaams, anything — ^neglect me, 
and I will be found amon^ your most bitter enemies. You warmed me into lile. as the coun- 
tn'man did the snake — il you don't wish to be stung, give me my price." Sucn, though not 
Kendall's words, is the substance of his offer. Clay spumed it, fcendall became his enemy, 
and used the influence Clay had obtained for him to secure the vote of Kentucky for Jackson 
and Van Buren, next Presidential election. General Duff Green, the Jackson and Calhoun 
editor, before Blair, " once for the bank," supplanted him, says, — •' It will be seen that at the 
very moment that he was negotiating with Mr. Clay for a salary of $1,500. as the price of his 
removal to Washington, for Uie purpose of vindicating Mr. Clay against these * SLANDERS 
which were afloat against him,^ he was n^tiating with me, for a stipulated sum, which I 
paid him to remain in Frankfort to atesil Mr. Clay." Whether Green proved that it was " at 
the venr moment," I do not now remember, but if it was not, it was very soon afler. " I 
winked at guilt till hired to assail it," is the substance of Kendall'spretended conibssion to 
Knowlton. General Green was supplied by his party with funds — Kendall got money — paid 
histiebt to Mr. Clav, and became the ready instrument of his enemies. General Green de- 
scribes him zfi " am^bitions, ungrateful, mercenary, and corrupt" 

In his letter to Knowlton, Kendall says,— 

** They (meanfag the IVfends of Clay and Adams) eombined to witlidraw from no a]l pibHe and prtraii 
** PATRONAGE, to destroy my character, and reduce my family to dsgradation and beggary. I foil that Mr. 
» Clay wos ungmt«ful.-AMOS K£NDALL.*' 

i select the following passage fixMH page 374 of the Expositor, for 1843, by Amos Kendall, 
Washington: 

* IM rrnv voi—Ti» Latest SncDcnr.— Maekcozie, ta tab Ntir York EnnlMr, says wa wei* • mu$ Tt « 
hmkr HislaiiguaMlflUils: 
V Waek alter week, aioaUi aftar laoadi, tht Olobt iMiea pkuure in dcoonadBf Mr. T)1er beeme toe w«ii4 
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UmM SMwr Btok, ud jflaee it is «dMr tmnki. fib mhmd to da Ibki 
orimed by CoBgreis,'Or nuless reasons should be assigned to justify his doing 
80. Thomas RitelMe, of the Ufdon^ apjprofed of his oMUBe in thas jreiiisiif • 
He asked the opiniOD of Ool. Daaae, his-fiither, who also told him that he had 
aeted right, though he thought the bank eharter unooDsiitiitioiMl, and disqpfMvw 
ed of its QMnagement. • 

The speculating banfai and politieiaaB, of whom Vaa Baren was the ready 



not aake enounon cauM with tlM Van Boren^cUqaa I have doicilbcd ; and Kendall, once for the teSk^jolM 
CrosM^til and follows cnlt* 

Tfe«i ■ noUiteg too tareftevd for.dtpravliy to Invwt aod aattoo lo oMtctt tat ibe amftmt who ««kM • 
eli«i|e nke thiSi Mings only his own body. 

frrm 1SI8, the Bank Mourner nov«r ceased tn reeelTe oar Mow* wlMn wo cooM Mlko wMi tbe iMot oikct ; 
ud In t&tt, in ti*c rouoval of tUe doposlis. which Mnckonide condcovw, we cut tlin club wUli whidi our Hefm- 
Inift-w IL But fiir that incaiiure, It would have lived until It p*'ri«hed In lie own corrnpclona, Invotrlag tlio 
OoviMnMat In tti« luin which overtook tlie to* oonSdiaf stockholders. 

Th-re is one con«o atioti in such attacks : They destroy the coufldenee of tbe peopla in all the UbeU which 
Sow.fhMn the same source upon more Important pew o nagee." 

Did not Kendall do his very best to secure the election of Adams over Jackson in IfiSS, 
when he found that Clay conM not be elected by the Honse of Representadres— end was not 
Adsas ttien, as now^ the advocate of a national bank in pre&reace to a thoufaad nnchecked 
state bankal Kendall's Expositor contained endless harangues against bank and tarifil 
their unconstitutionality, but did he not support the advocates of both, and also of internal 
improvements, till he got his price 1 Yes, and in 1817-1 A, he and his friends, and partisans 
caused charters to be panted to mote than forty spurious banks, thereby flooding the stale 
of Kentucky with wortliless paper. 

nrom the Kentueky Atiguii, by Kendall, (Copied inio tbe National felelllg^eer, SciN. 18, 18S4.) 
** Jaekeon wiU getTenneasee and Clay wHl gat Keatocky ae eettalnly ae they remain candidatM, and Aidlaoa 
has but lo select him whose policy U most favourable to htr Interests, and whose talents are most competent to 
promote them. That thta is Henry Clay, thk po wsaruL aotocatb op nrmnkL lamovsMKHTs a!io wMtcine 
ujmu9ACTVKnMt no oapn^QdJcod man can do«bc»'* 

In 1816, Mr. Clay voted for Ae late XT. S. Bank, and has ever since continually avowed 
that he thinks such an institution necessary and constitotional. 

Will Kendall assert that he tried, first to elect Clay in 1824. and then Adams in 18&, be- 
cause they were for Utc bank, and to keep out Jackson because he was opposed to it 1 He had 
better admit that he was a mean, sordicf, mercenary adventurer, ready to go for any principles 
or any men that paid best Indeed he has admittM as much in his letter to Knowlton. 

Mr. Clay, previous to Kendall's desertion to the Jackson camp, had suTOorted a UU le 
pledge the bemk bonus as an intenal improvement fund — had declaied that Congress might 
aupropriate the revenue to construct canals and post roads — ^had advocated in the spnng ok 
loS a high protective tariff->-had voted to censure Qeneral Jackson ibr his oondnct in Florida 
—end had made Adams President of the United States. All this Kendall endorsed as demo- 
(^ntie, till be refused him a $ifiOQ office, while Jackaonism held ont the prospect of an auditor- 
shin at 93,000. The Arnold, the Dumouriei of politics, in 1896, joined Blair whom, as an 
endorser for 920,000, the bank of the United States had forgiven, and hired himself out to tra- 
duce the man whose kind family and hospitable mansion bad aflonied him a shelter when 
ha was a hungry, friendless stranger, a briefless barrister traveling in search of strife. 
Yei^ it is true, Kendall deeply injured the personal and political friend \rho had given hi^ 
considenition in Kentuck}% and whose iamtly had tended him in sickness. This was done 
for money, gain — there was no principle involved. 

My impression, until I saw Clay's statement on page 69 of vol. i. of Minoi'S Public Docu- 
nsBt for 1834, was, that he owned much stock in the U. S. Bank, and was deeply indebted to 
it He stated, however, in Senate, Dec. 19, 183S, that he had not been counsel for the bank 
i^iuce 18^, had not held a share for many years, did not owe the bank a cent, had voted for it 
in 1816, biU subscribed for none of iu stock, and on the £iilure of a ihend twelve or fifteen 
yean before, had as his endorser, become responsible to the bank for a large amount whioh 
he had paid, owing the institution uo favor. 

Letter, Amos Kendall to Henry Clay, at Washington, dated Trankfbrt, Ky., Jan. tn, 18S6. 
" Dear Sir :— Our legislature \« cone, but have left us no repose. We have a prospect of a contpf* more emlrfiterMl 
than ever. I rvcret it, and would ^Indly escape froui H ; but the fates si^on) to order it otherwiiie. I mey mls- 
Uke, but I ihink the lef[lol:iiura will be siisiabied. The cxeltnnent tai amoiiir thooe opposed to rcnioviivf the 
jadfis by any menus. As I iiiforaH^ you, tbe rcauluiions requesting you lo vuia fur Jackson possed, aad yon 
h^vo<loubile«8n'ceived them. Jccksen it my second ehoicr, all circumstances being et^ual between him and 
Adainv. But if our inUregt in the went can be protnoud hj/ any other arrangenunt^ I shall be content. Jit any 
I'ote, In MS haxe n FresidemL I would sooner vote fi»r any of the three than have a Vloeserent Air four years. 
Do what yea tkink bsH^ths j9r/itf wiU net eef^/ein, becanoe It haa faith that yoa will do' aothlog to eowpni- 
niH the ioiereaia of the western couavy , or the nation. Slucerely yoiur ((ifud, AJUOe KBNOALL/* 



Uj^ioD, which the taiiff oC 1828 luid inpotod. Duane's feMOOf fioriefii^' 
ing-to gnttify thtm, a« aUted to Gkoeni Jaoksoo^ veve vtjry powefful. 

ye.nmiwlcd the General thai the law made faim reaponnbie to CoagrMf if. 
he-nmoyecLthie depoutes'-otfaat the pn^x>sed pet banks were iar leas sale thui 
the bank of the U. S. — that CoDgress had pronounced the pubiic nwoey aafe— 
that AO tboKNigh kivestigation hui been nade into the affiycs of the bank — tbtt 
no real, adequate security would be offered by the local banks, and that he 
could not judge of their fitness or solvency by hearsay — that he had not been . 
confirmed in his office 1^ the Senate-^^that the U. S. Bank had received and paid 
400 millions of dollars for ffovernmeot, without the loss of a cent, but that it was 
a Mrejl-known feet that millions had been already lost to the country, by trusting 
the public money with the managers of local banks, the misconduct of which bad 
caused ihuch uncertainty as to the value and amount of the paper currency— 
that if the U. S. Bank was selfish, as had been said, surely the local banks would 
not prove less so — that they would trade upon the public money to be entrusted to 
them, and be unable to refund it when required to do so-^that perhaps it wovkl 
be better for the government to do without any banks at all-^hat now was the 
time to make a full inquiry as to that — that it would be very unwise to enter into 
entai^ling alliances with institutipns which derange, depreciate, and banish gold 
and silver, the only constitutional currency — that a thorough inquiry into the con- 
dition of the currencywas much required, but that we need not look for the neces* 
saiy infonnatioB from interested bank agenta— that it would be well to reaist a 
combination of powerful monied monopolies before the only means of resistance 
would be through a public convulsion— that both the local and United States 
Banks were monopolies, alike at variance with the sovereignty of the United 
States and the general good of the people — ^that a remov^ of the deposites 
would brin^" on a struggle for power between the national and state banks, by 
means of wnich thousands of mnocent persons would be ruined — and that if 
there must be banks for social or fiscal uses, surely one bank* for the whole 

• LosiB McLane, Secretary of the Treasury before Daaoe, oppoeed the removal of tke 
deposits, and so did Cass, though the latter was pliant and ready to go either way. Van B»* 
ren, in private, professed to M cLane, for some time after Toland's Report, and the vote in the. 
H. of R. favorable to the bank, ika^ he too was oppomd to the reworal ! ! Of coarse, it was Van 
Buren, and his Safety Fund Banks, that oontrolled the vote of this state in Congress, and it 
was that vote that controlled the deposit Question. The langnage of the Globe, Post, anA 
Argus and of Cambreleng, Beardsley, Vaaaerpoel, Wright, and Tallmadge^LawreDce and 
Butler^s Letter*— Wright's orders to the legislature of N. Y., through Hoyt (a 346 No. 856), 
and the 1 18 votes in the A&semhly— also the great meeting at Tammany kiall, and John Van 
Buren's correspondence, afford ample proof that Van Buren and his confederates decided the 
removal of the public monev. Colonel Young had a deep interest in the Safety Fmid Banln, 
and we find him declaring that black lines ou^t to be drawn across the faces of the Senators 
who had censured Jackson for removing the deposits. 

In 1834, Silas Wright " would merely pronounce his opinion that the country would sustain 
the Executive arm of the government in the experiment now making to substitute the State 
Institutions for the Bank of die United States. He had most entire confidence in the ftiH and 
complete success of the experiment. It was his firm opinion that the steps that had been taken 
would redound to the honor and best interests ot the country." When the banks brake, 
Wright talked in this fashion : " Under this law, all the existing deposit banks aoce]^ted their 
high trust to tlie government and people of the country, and received some forty millions of 
the public treasure, and yet, strange to tell, before a single twelvemonth had passai away, they 
all refuse to pay gold and silver for their notes. Nay more, and worse, they even refuse to pay 
to the government anything but their own irredeemable bank notes— those notes which the law 
prohibits the ofiicers of the government from either receiving or paying out, for the miilions 
entrusted to their safe keeping. The draAs of the Treasurer of the U. S., drawn upon a depo- 
sit bank for a mere trust fux^ belonging to individual citizens, which fund was by the govern- 
ment imforted from abroad in guld and silver, and in gold and silver placed in that bank for 
safe keeping, have been dishonored and returned widiout payment, because the holder of the 



cikntey^uiidsrtka cosMk of Ccngiessy wasJ^^tterthao ji thooMAd badbBaltqntkar 
iiresponsible— that one efi^ci of taking the public treasure from' the U. S. Bank 
(in which the. pnhfio had invested seven miilionfl of dollars), and placing it in 
the keeping of a host of local bankS) wiih their gambling, stock-jobbi inland 
fl]peeiibtiDg managen, might be to drive the people to adopt a third U. S. JBank, 
as a ivfbge ftom their irredeemable trash (which but for Harnson's sudden 
death and Tyler's unexpected vetoes, would have been the case in 1841). 

He did not propose the Sub Treasury scheme, but expressed the most decided 
opposition to the U. S. Bank^-^he would institute a thorough inquiry, but not be. 
rashly guilty of a breach of the obligation of contracts toward the bank. If the 
bank hitd done wrong the jadiciary were able to punish. He thought it danger 
oos to plaee in the Ittnds of a secretary of tlie treasury, dependent for his omoe 
on the will of the President, a power to favor or punish local banks, and conse- 
qoently. to make them political machinery (lUce Van Buren's Safety Fund 
iFnioo.) He knew that the efforts made to hasten the removal of the deposites 
did not originate with patriots or statesmen, but in schemes to promote factious 

drafts would not receive the irredeemable bills ci' that bank in satisfaction." Duane had 
shcvn it would be so before " the experimentf' was made, and that it had always been so. 
Wright knew that jast as well in 1834 as in 1638. Matthew I^ Davis writes Webb, Feb. 8, 
18S4, that at a meeting of the Senatons for N. Y. and ^e conunittee of merchants of N. Y., 
favorable to a U. 8. Bank, Wright said, " Gentlemen, I am opposed to any U. S. Bank, but if 
ve must have a bank, I do not want a ooomiercial bat a political bank." In his speech of 
March 20, 1834, he calls the pet banks "perfectly safe agents, fully coodpetent to discharge all 
the duties required in the collection and oisbursementof the public revenue." 

" When I bow down myself in the House of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing," said Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, to Elisha the Hebrew prophet 
of Qod. In like manner^ohn C. Calhoun's clear intellect can discern and acknowjeoge evil 
wherever it e^tist^, nnless it be in the enslavement of the sons of Africa ; and he was now ready 
to warn the ^nate of the manifold miseries which Van Buren's extension of the N. Y. Safety 
Fund system would bring upon his country. In his speech, January 13, 1834, he foresha- 
dowed, in the clearest manner, the landjobbing of the Butlers, Wrights, Van Burens^d 
their associates— Judge Woodbury pulling the wires for the rise and fall of stocks— Hoyt 
lending Beew the public fund»---John Van Buren speculating in 1834, and drawing cash 
'>om the public in 183(i — Swartwout keeping the bonds |:;|^ as he kept them— and the Man- 
hattan aiKl its confederate banks lending the public treasure to their corrupt managers, whHe 
the government bade them, as if in derision, to help the merchants. They did help them, at 
the osary of cent per cent. 

Mr. Calhoun's really prophetic remarks were as follow : 

"Let m not deceive no'-selves— this lenime— thin avsoclfttion nf iMnks— created by (he Execntive— bnvnd to- 
fttber by Influence — united In couirnnn articles of funoelntion— vivified and sn«taln«d by receiving the deposits 
of the pobllc money, and hnviai; their notes converted, by being received everywhere by ih« TroHsory. into the 
enmnHMi earreocy ofthe onunin', is toall Inienuand purp(ises,a Bnnlc of the United 8tate.< — the Executive 
Bank of the U. ».. as di«fin(ruiHhed from thnt of Concress. However, it might fail to perffirin satisfNCiorily the 
vseftil fnncUons of the B mk of the 17. 8., as incorporated br law. It would out«ilrl|i it— Ihr outstrip it-«a all Hs 
dsnfferoiis qualities, in extending the power, the Influence ana the corruptlnn of ibe fovemnienL It was ImiMHslbto 
to conceive any institution uKtre admin biy cnlcnlated to advance these objects. Mot only the selected banks 
battho whole bnnklng Institutions of the country, and wUh it the entire money power, for the piirpiMe^i of 
speeahtioo, iiecnlHtlon. nnd corruption, would i)e placed under the control of the Executive. A system of 
mennces and premises will be estsiblithed— 4if menace to the banks in posse-ision of the depositee, boi«ivhlcli 
mifftt not he entirely subservient to Bxecative vi^ws ; and by pnimise of future favors fa) those who may not 
as yet enjoy tts faviiM. Between the two. the Banks would be left without influence, honor, or honesty ; 

i^K9tA TTiTTCM Of i^PKCULATION AND STOCKJnBDINO WOULD COMHKNCB. UKKqUALLKD IN THK AKNaLS tlf OCR 

f^opNTrnv. I fenr they hnve already c>mimencf*d— t (fear the nienns which htive been put int<ithe bands f>f the 
niknkniA of power by the removal of the deposits, and pincinc them In the vsults nf dependnot banloi, 
hMVe extended their cnpklity to the pabllc lands, particulariy in the southwest; and ihnt to tlii^ we muu sttri- 
bola the rfrcent phenomena In th'it quHrier— imm rasK and valvablk traots or land s«ld at short noticc 
-VAI.B6 FRAUDULENTLY POSTPONED TO AfD THE SPKCULATOIW ! with which. If I am not nils- 
hifaruied, a name not unknown to this IhwIv (Gwin) has performed a prominent pnrt. As to sinck joliliinv, tbts 
new arninireiiient wsll o|)en a tieid which Rothschild him^lf may envy. It has been n>nnd hard wfN-k*-very 
bard, no doubt— by the jobbers in slack whf> have been eogHjied in attempts to rai«e or depress the price of 
United StHies Bink Stock ; bat no work will tie more easy thiin t4» mlM or depress the price of the stock of the 
■elected bnnks, at the pleasure of the Executive. Nothing more will be reqnir <i thnn to five or withhold de- 

Kites — to drHW. or abstain from drawing WHmnts — to pnmper them at one time, and starve them at anfichnr.^ 
OSR WRO WOrLD BR IN THR SRCRKT, AMD WHO WorLD SNOW WBRN TO BtrV AND WHRN TO ^BLL. WOObp 
BAVR TI|R yiRAlfS Of RRAURIRe, RT DRALIRO IR TUR STOCKS, WUATRVXR FQIlTUrtJE TURT MlOHT rLRASS," 
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purposes, and that the whole proceeding would tend to ditbinitli the oofifidowe tt 
the world in our regard for national credit and reputation. 

On the 20th of Sept., 1833, the Gfobt announced that the depositea would be 
removed. Next morning Mr. Duane waited on the President, and told hka he 
would neither resign office nor remove the public money to the pets.* Jacksoe 
tried to bribe him, or call it what else you please, with the $18,000 bait which 
80 n)any have swallowed since, the Russian embassy sinecuKe. *^ My dear Mr. 
Duane (said the President), we must separate as friends. Far from desiring that 
you should sustain any injury, you know I have intended to give you the high- 
est appointment now in my gift. You shall have the mission to Russia." ^^ I 
am sincerely thankful to you, sir (replied Duane), for your kind disposition — 
I desire no new station, and barely wish to leai^e my present one blameless, or 
free from apprehension for the future. Favor me with a written deGlaration of 
your desire that I should leave office, as 1 cannot carry out your views as to the 
deposites, and I will take back this letter [in which he had stated the same 
determination]." On Sept. 23d, General Jackson wrote his resolute officer, 
" I feel myself constrained to notify you that your further services as secretary 

♦ In a letter to Joseph Neef, Sept. 3d, 1838, Mr. Doane said of General Jackson, " Hi» 
inclinations werepatriotic, but his passions were undisciplined. Of both, designing men took 
the adrantage. The possession of power produced adiuatian and servility, and these intoxi- 
cated the President, as they had bewildered « greater men. He could not bear contnuUclicai, 
and was himself overcome by the lust of overcoming. At length a vindictive spirit mingled 

itself with feelings which, if well regulated, would have been honourable and useful. 

The President, while he fancied his will was the true i^ing of action, was bat a purveyor for 
the ambitious and selfish men around him. While declaiming against abuses of the bank, he 
was assisting speculators in politics, stocks, and lands [such as Wright, Butler, Young, Van 
Buren, Marcy, Kendall, Hoyt, Stilwell, Stephen Allen, Blair, Caibreleng, Weunore and 
Swartwout] to gratify their own rapaciousness. The notion that his clandestine associates 
[Kendall, Whime}-, Blair, &c.] were shocked at the transactions of the bank, or at the want of 
morals in Congress, is preposterous." 

The Maysville Eagle published a pri^^e letter from Mr. Duane to a gentleman in Mason 
county, Kentucky, dated Philadelphia, Oct. 17, 1833, as follows: 

" Dear Sir : I have jnst no\r received your letter or the 10th Instant, expressinff your approbfiiifm of m 
coarse as Secretiir>- of the Treasury. I have always been, and am, opposed to tiie U. 8. Bank, and to all suca 
arlatocratio monopolies; but, I considered the removal or the deposltea noDecessary, unwise, vindictive, ajrlit* 
trary and unjust I believed that the law gave to the Secretary of the Treasury, and not to the President, dls- 
creUon on the question ; and I would not act to oblige the President nor any body «lse when I thought it Im- 
proper to do so. I never asked office— 1 accepted it reluctantly, and was removed for an hoDe»t dkchaift of 



my duty. If to keep office and $6000 a year, 1 had given up my Judgment, I should have brought shame umb 
the gray hairs of my father, and upon my numerous children : so that 1 am content to return to humble life 
with a tranquil mind. W. J. Ucakb.'* 



" Mr. Duane was dismissed (say Blair, Van BiureU and Kendall, through the Globe of 
Nov. 19) for fkithlessne?5S to his solemn written pledges, and for the exhibition of bad feelings 
which made him totally unfit for the station to which he had been elevated. He was not dis- 
missed merely for refusing to remove the deposites." Henry Clay explained the thing more 
clearly in one of his speeches. " A son (said he) of one of the fathers of democracy, b> an 
administration professing to be democratic, was expelled from office, and his place supplied, 
by a gentleman, who, throughout his whole career, has been uniformly opposed to democracy." 
Mr. Taney was ready to oblige Wall street, Hoyt, Butler, lAAvrence ana Cambreleng, oy re- 
moving many millions of dollars fi-om a bank whose paper circulated throughout the Union and 
abroao, to weak banks whose bills had only a local circulation, and of whose stock the Union' 
held not a dollar. 

Flattery sent Napoleon to Moscow— it induced Jackson to dismiss Duane, to cause his 
character to be traduced, and to cling to Kendall, Van Buren, Blair and Butler, who had 
mocked and sneered at his pretensions as a candidate for the presidency in 1823 and "W, 
while the Duanes, lather and son, were afibrding him their unlx)ught. disinterested and power- 
ful support. In August, 1H33, Van Buren had three Safety Fund Commissioners — Amos 
Kendall was d*^.spalched from Wa.shiugton as Commissioner the fourth — James Gordon 
Bennett was liis fvony— tliey quarrelled— Bennett published Kendall's private correspondence 
with him, addin«r, that " assuming at times the spirit of enthusiasm for libertv, and purity of 
"purposej you [Kendall] contrive to hide purposes of the deepest avarice, and to conceal the 
'*most unshrinfcing ferocity towards those wbo presume to cross your path." 
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of ibe treaiory are no longer required." And from that day to this, Duane has 
lemaiaed a full prirate ; wtule Taney, his saocessor, as the recompense of his 
pHant suppleness in a dishonest cause, has ascended to the seat of Joan Marshall, 
as Chief Jastice of the Union ! Does any one suppose that Taney, had he 
resisted Van Buren It Co.'8 spoliation scheme, would have received that promo* 
tidi ? No, indeed. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Polk and the Pets.—PoWs Early Life.— Bank Defaulters.— Griswold m the 
Banks, — Van Buren^s PoHcy in IS37. — Mechanics^ Bank, — Marcy^s Mortgage 
and Ten Million Bank. — Van Buren^ Laiorencej and MarcyU Message. — 
J. Hoyt, — Alex. Wells. — Col. Samuel Young — of Irish descent — a Lawyer — 
tfi Convention^ 1821— -/or Clay — on Slave Representation — a dealer in Bank 
Stocks and Scrips-^for Marcy—for Banks — on the Watenliet Bank — on Van 
Buren — begging for Bank Stock. 

The history of the pet bank experiment, in which* Mr. Polk was the most 
conspicuous actor in-doors, and Mr. Kendall without, would fill a goodly folio. 

• James Knox Polk, President of the United States, labored indefat^bly, in 1838 and 
afiervaids, to remove' the public treasure to the pet banks, pat down the United States BanJc, 
and generally to give success to whatever measures Kendall and Van Buren chose to popose 
or countenance. As I shall have to notice his vote^and proceedings on many occasions, in 
this volume, it may be th» proper time now to give my readers a very brief sketch of his 
early life. 

The Democratic Review of 1838 states that he was bom in Mecklcnbnrgh county, North 
Carolina, Nov. 2, 1795— he is, therefore, like Silas Wright and B. F. Butler, a little over fifty 
years old. Some accounts make his ancestors Irish, others Scottish-*some say their original 
name was Pollock, others that it was Polk. It appears that his branch of the family had 
resided in Maryland, in Pennsylvania, in North Carolina, and finally removed to Tennessee. 
Andrew Jackson stated, in 1844, that he had known James K. Polk from his boyhood, and 
that « a citizen more exemplary in his moral deportment, more punctual and exact in busi- 
ness, more energetic and manly in the expression of his opinions, and more patriotic, does 
not live." 

Mr. Polk's father is still alive— he was a farmer, and removed to Tennessee in 1806^ when 
James K. was in his eleventh year — it is also said that he acted as a surveyor, and, with his 
family, had to toil hard for a living in the valley of the Duck river, then a wilderness. James 
K. is the oldest often children — acquired the rudiments of an English and a classical educa- 
tion near his home, and after years of sufiering from a very painful complaint, was relieved 
by a surgical operation. He gained high honors at the University of North Carolina — was 
assiduous, persevering, and i-egular in his attendance — a good mathematical and classical 
scholar. In 1819, he began to study the law with the celebrated Felix Grundy, of Nashville, 
was admitted as a lawyer of Tennessee in 1820, and was well employed in his line. He 
served as clerk to the Tennessee legislature, was next a member for Maury, his place of 
residence, and in 1836, in his 30th year, elected to Congress. If he was opposed to a national 
bank, he kept his opinions to himself, for the first two years in which he sat in Congress, but 
after Van Buren went to Washington as secretary, to wit, in August, 1829, he began to give 
the Tennesseans some hints about " the monster.^' Upwards of twenty years since, he mar- 
ried the daughter of Joel Childers, a merchant of Rutherford county, Tenn., and who had kept 
a hotel and boardins»-house in Norfolk, Va. Mrs. Polk has no children — is said to be unos- 
tentatious, quiet, domestic, and religious — not fond of show, dancing, dissipation, and late 
hours. Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, and, if I mistake not, Mr. Bancroft, are named as staid 
Presbyterians, like Silas Wright It is greatly to Mr. Polk's credit that he has the reputation 
of being no duellist, no gambler, but a steady opponent to spectiMion. He was fourteen years 
in Congress, and two or three of these years Speaker, having been chosen in Dec, 1835, and 
in Sept., 1837. No more thorough going party man can be found than Polk — he is very 
inJustrious, and while on the floor of Congress is reported never to have missed a vote. As 
he received a rote of thanks at the close of the session of 1837, for his impartiality as Speaker, 



1S4 BLBOTIONSERINd THBOUGH TREAStTftY BANKS. 

Id August, 1836, the banks had about 40 milUoos, without interest^^iii AprS. 
about 32 millions. Of these J2 millions, the Union Bank of Tennessee had 
$480,916— Commonwealth Bank, Boston, $1,009,731— Manhattan Bank, N.IT., 
$3,o 12,791— Bank of America, IS\Y., $3,70b,7 14— Mechanics' Bank, N.Y., ' 
$3,816,261 — Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, $395,135, and its agency at SL 
Louis, Mo., $1,471,157 — Girard Bank, Philadelphia, $2,540,910 — Branch* 
Bank of Alabama, Mobile, $1,694,464 — Planters' Bank of Mississippi, Natchez, 
$2,649,596— Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Detroit, $702,3S0— Bank of 
Michigan, $960,364. The influence for Van Buren's election, exercised by the 
state pet banks and the national pet banks, the contracts, the 60,000 federal 
offices, the millions of stock thrown into the market as bribes to partisans, by 
the N.Y. Legislature, the land sales made to suit favorites, the cusiom houses, 
the post offices, and the state offices and influence going the same way with the 
federal — these powers, added to the betting, gambling, and electioneering, with 
the men who hoped to get offices, get contracts, get sorte advantage or other, 
through Van Buren, surely turned tne scale, and with the 777 presses in his 
favor, made him president. His skill lay in marshalling the powers of intrigUe, 
corruption, and intimidation, and he succeeded. In Feb., 1834, the dcposites 
were only 1 H millions, of which five millions were in three N.Y. banks. The 
25 pets had, at this time, more public money free of interest, than they had bills 
in circulation. The Tradesmen's, Union, and Lawrence's N. Y. State banks, 
were made pets in August, 1836 — and we find the Globe by Bkir, some yearn 
after, complaining that " MORE THAN 48 MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
HAD BEEN LOST BY THE BANK DEFAULTERS" during the war of 
1812. Did not Polk and Van Buren'know that just as wcU^in 1834 as in 1840 r^ 

1 infer that he has a great conunand of temper. He is a ready debater, makes long and 
animated speeches, and was a Aard toorking le^s^islator. It is stated that he is about 5 feet 7 
inches in neigbt, chat his countenance bears the impress of anxiety and care, that his 
voice is uomosical but strong, and that he is clear-headed, firm, an attentive listener, and 
possessed of a good share of common sense. Some say his face is repulsive, others that it is 
inleresting, and that in feeling and manner he is kind and courteous. Such is his piety, that 
Governor Branch reports that during the four years he was at college, he (Polk) never 
missed prayers. 

• B. F. Butler, in one of his secret epistles to Jesse Ho}^ about the removal of the depoaites^ 
dated Feb. 24Lh, 1834, has this remark, that " As for supposing that Newbold, Geoiige Griswold, 
Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with us on this occasion, 
for any other reason than because they found it for their interest to go with us, I never for one 
single instant had such an unwarrantable idea/' p. 171. 

In a letter to James G: King, dated New^ York, Sept. 9, 1840, Geoi^ Griswold has these 
remarks : " I never took any part with the officers or agents of the government, in counselling, 

advising, or recommending tne removal of the deposites In October, 1836, when the 

banks were suffering under tlie operation of the distribution law, and were on the point of 
suspending specie pavments, and in the opinion of those who knew aJl the facts, WOULD 
HAVE SUSPENDED IN LESS THAN ONE WEEK, if not relieved, I did go to Wash- 
ington, and, with the aid of othei-s, prevailed on the secretary to postpone the payment of drafts 
on this city, and in other way;s relieved the banks from a call for more than a million of 
specie, 5:>600,000 of which was payable in ten days; enabling them to continue specie pay- 
ments, and increase their loans to merchants." 

It thus appears that the banks were just as ready to bi*eak in Oct. 1836, as in May, 1837. 
That would nave interfered somewhat with Van Buren's election, and rendered it necessary 
for General Jackson to make very material alterations in his farewell address next March. 

Van Buren called a special meeting of Congress in the fall of 1837, and gave indulgence 
to the broken banks and mercantile defaulters — ^that is, to the British and otlier foreign tnders 
and manufacturei-s, and to the bank of England, at the expense of the American people and 
their intercj^Ls. 

In Woodbury's report, accompanying the president's message, and dated 5th Sept, 1837, he 
said that with regarcf ^o the pet banks, their specie, as compared to their cireulation, was neariv 
as great in May, 1837, when they stopt, as in Nov. 1836, when they went on— that then: 
immc4iate means, as compared with their immediate liabilities, was as one to two and a hall) 
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Thd ptibFic balances ih banks, Jan. 1, 1^37, were $45,968,5S3— -on tlie 1st af 
Jan., 183$, it was estimated that the balance was $34,187,143, but of that sum- 
Van Biiren computed that only $1,085,498 were available. 

Perhaps the most artful and dishonest proposition made to the Legislature of 
N.Y. in 1834^ was by Governor Marcy, on the 24th of March, to lend the 
banks five or six millions ; 1)orrow the money on a mortgage of all the property 
in" the state, bv the issue of state due bills ; and, if necessary j charter a ten mil* 
lion bank in the city of N.Y. The pretext for doing this was, that the U. S. 
Bank was harassing the state institutions.* Of course this was untrue, and be 

and as this was greater than the usual ratio in the best of times with banks having large 
deposites, he assured Congress that their failure was not generally anticipated. 

He admitted that die banks failed without caiise, to make gain at the public expense, on the 
49 miUions doe to the nation. As to the merchants' bonds lor duties of which they had got 
six months credit through a bad law, and realized and sent the cash to Eogland and France, 
long before that term expired, to help foreign trade at the expense of American credit and 
currency, he said that van Buren, without any law, had given them a further credit fVom 
May to Sept., less or more (that they might be enabled to export the more specie). The govern- 
ment was bankrupt — ^it had nominally many millioos, but Van Buren and Polk's treasury 
banks had clutched the whole and held on with a death grip. The banks had given security^ 
so Woodbury affirms— «o the Globe boasted when Calhoun doubted their solvency— then they 
Goatd be insured for a half per cent. ! 

The government should have borrowed ten, twelve, fourteen millions of dolhun, or whsLtevtr 
sum in hard wecie would have saved it from the deep disgrace of oflfering its creditors orders 
on broken banics in payment of lawful debts, on contract or otherwise, waich it knew would 
bs paid, if paid at all, m a currency from 6 to 16 per cent, below real money, which diflerence 
they would divide as plunder, while the honest debtor was cheated and the government 
d^graoed. 

It appears that while the revenue was raised from the payments of many merchants, those of 
them who had to borrow had often to pay two per cent a month, while the banks and brokers 
had the use of 20 to 40 miUions without interest. Some years ago the Alb. D. Advertiser 
said that " the Mechanics' Baiik, N. Y., recently found that more than a mitiion of dollars of 
its fonds had been most illegitimately used." The Alb. Argus remarks on this, that it moat 
refor to transactions of 1837, just before the banks became bankrupt, and that if it were so, it 
showed ** that at a time when the bank had perhaps two millions of the public money, insteul 
of gsaating proper accommodations to the regular business of the city, more than a million oi 
dowurs had been used, probably, either in loans to speculators, or to brokers, who shaved the 
notes of merchants at 2 and 3 per cent per month." 

♦ At this time. Van Buren, through the Argus, exclaimed (Feb. 17), " Let that man, or that 
newspaper, which attempts to disturb the public confidence in the banks, or in the merchants, 
be marked as an enemy, and treated as suc|i." Such was their reckless course, that the 
whole of the sixty-nine Safety Fund Banks, had only two millions of dollars on the 4th of 
March, to meet nearly thirty-five millions of debts, over thirty of which were due on demand. 
Is it not clear that they were mere machines to do the executive will 1 Could not Uie servile 
Taney, at the nod of his superiors, have broke them any day in the year ? They had not 
one dbllai' in cash to sixteen of debts ! A Safety Fund indeed ! Well might the Bufiklo 
Commercial exclaim of Marcy and his colleagues, that "To humbug the people, to use the 
power to repay partisan services without regard to fitness for station, to succeed in a stock 
gambling: operation, and to make honorable men the innocent means of bolstering up an in- 
solvent bank, seems to be the end and purpose of the several actors. But the mask is re- 
moved, and the disguises stripped off by their own hands." Turn to Stephen Allen's instruc- 
tions to Hoyt, No. 241, page 241, for a Tammany Bank of the Safety Fund order; and say 
whether that letter does not strip the mask in right earnest off Van Buren*s Receiver General 
of the Sub-Treasur}', who had through life assumed the garb of a hard-money democrat 1 

Turn next to [No. 2&4, pap:e 250,] John Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, dated Saturday, March 
^d, 1834, the day on whicn Marcy wrote and dated his mortgage message, which he withheld 
from the legislature till Monday the ^th. May not that message have been of Olcott & 
Co.'s manufacture 1 Van Buren tells that it was got up to " charm you Yorkers — Lawrence 
will run like the cholera." Lawrence had betrayed his constituents, was deeply versed in 
stock-jobbing, had become rather unpopular, and the message was needed to get him elected 
over Verplanck by any majority at all. If Marcy told John Van Buren on the 22d about his 
message that was to affect the public stocks, so that he might employ Hoyt to buy $25,000 
vorth on Monday, and sell out on Monday week, $1«000, or $1,500 richer, through me secret, 



IM AVAIUCE HA8 NO COMFAaaiON| GJOH NO BOUNDS 

IcMw it, but he was the confederate of Hoyt, Alleii| Lawrencei Van Burea, 
Olcott, and the base clique of stock-jobbers who then (as now, I fear) controlled 
the monied affairs of the Union. £leveo or twelve njiilions of dollars had been 
withdrawn by Taney and Kendall, from the United States Bank and branches, 
and six millions and a half had been, by Jackson' s order, lent to the favorite 
banks of Van Buren, in N. Y., to lend out, but no Interest was charged to them. 
They bad the use of about $800,000 of other U.S. monies. They had in their 
costody between two and three millions of the funds of the state. They had 
eight and a half millions on deposit for safe keeping by individuals. They owed 
the United States Bank at least a million. They had lent out their capital — ^lent 
their credit in the form of bank notes, some twelve millions — and also lent the 
above twenty-one millions of borrowed cash — and yet they growled, grumbled, 
and stormed, insomuch that the Bank Junto at Albany and their confederates in 
New York, set Marcy at work to influence the gamblers' or stock market^ and 
affect the elections, by a moonshine message or proclamation in which it was 
proposed to mortgage the farms and other property through the state for another 
five or six millions,, and lend tliat also to the Safety Fund Banks. It may seem 
incredible, but most true it is that, under these circumstances, did Polk's present 
war secretary present the state with the prospectus of his mortgage. Morns, 
now postmaster at New York, was in the Assembly, hard at work pushing 
through the annual batch of Sandy Hill charters, for the good of the party and 
gain of the initiated. The Dramatis Personse played their parts well. Our 
circuit judge, Edmonds, in the senate, and our postmaster,Morris, in assembly, 
moved the reference of Marcy's grave suggestions to a joint committee, and with 
Angel, Livingston [C. L.] and two or three dittoes, formed the conunittee. 

is it not equally probable tnat he gave copies to Olcott, Allen, Butler. Coming, Croswell, 
Wright, Lawrence, and the other dealers in politics, to enable them to take time by the foce> 
lockl Van Buren's message to Hoyt, with his " I fear stocks will rise after Monday," siiovs 
how a stock-jobbing band of hypocrites, in power, made fortunes ten years ago. Is it not very 

Srobable that oar Attorney General made many thousands, with his friends, bv doing with 
is father's messages when President, as he had with Marcy's when Governor f Why does 
he curse and blaspheme at Hoyt for not having always spare cash to be used in his stock- 
gambling 7 Was the coUectorship bestowed on that unprincipled profligate in order that the 
van Buren family might be provided for out of Jesse's sub-treasury 1 If I am blameable for 
printing tAese secrets^ as a warning for the convention, pray, Col. Young, is not Marcy a 
thousand times more censurable for telling stale secrets^ that our crown lawyers may make 
fortunes out of them 1 The Argus and the Evening Post of 1834, like Marcy's message, tell 
us of privation, bankruptcy, and public distress. As the contractor near Patrick Henry could 
only cry, " money, money, beef, beef," our Attorney General Van Buren could only think of 
scnp, stocks, and hocus-pocus. If money, gain, avarice, were uppermost in his youthful 
mind, in 1©4, how keen must his scent be now after the dollars ! In 1836 he was borrowing 
of the banks and speculating with Ho)rt and Cutting. See page 254. In June, 1836, Thomas 
W. Olcott was re-etected President of the Mechanics' and Farmers' Bank, Albany ; Elbert 
Olcott was its cashier, C. E. Dudley its Vice President. On the 5th of June, 1837, this bank 
which had got two millions of the deposites to use judiciously before tke Presidential dediffi^ 
but had found it profitable to stop payment, made J. Van Buren a director, and, I think, its 
Attorney. " Revelations had recently come to light," said Mr. Wells of N. Y., in the Assem- 
bly, at Albany, Feb. 25, 1846, " which let us into a side view of the piety, finance, and politi- 
cal trickery of the Regency ; and could the curtain be entirely lifted, a sight would be witness- 
ed which 'would increase a hundred fold the abhorrence with which the people now view 
Albany and Albany influence. He would kill the Argus in its old age as he would strangle 
the Atlas in its birth." 

I don't like these state loans and national loans to individuals and chartered concerns. 
They are another word for gifts; the country rarely sees its cash again. " Of all creditors, 
the Slate is the unluckiest." Good security and regular instalments to be paid with interest; 
no loss to fall upon the public. It reads very well, but has a false quarter. If the security is 
good there are lenders enough, without taxing the million to enable the party uppermost to 
accommodate their friends, or John Van Buren's, or to earn their thousands by future Mar^ 
messages and mortgages. 



• Whtii I teftd* ColaoeL YowBg'ft stricturei on my pubUeatioB| wherein Attoniej 
General Van fioren's improper condiict in this mortgage business is partly 
uneloaked, I eonfins I felt some surprise, but the following correspondence 
since pabl^hed fully ex|d[ains everything. , The p(anoi who, while he was 

« Colonel ^amuel Young has some valuable qualities ; and if he is not what I couM wish, 
aod what I oDce believed him tu be, let it not be furguuen that the Paternoster aslfs heaved to 
pieflerve errlog humanity from temptation ; and, that Samuel Young has, for about as long a 
period as the Israelites took to traverse the wilderness, on their wav to Canaan, the Oregon of 
their time, been a placeman and a politician breathing the meph it ic atmosphere of Albany. 
He has been an efieciive and practical friend of education, and has not for some ave and 
trneDty years voted for special chartered banks. He would have been supported b^ Wright, 
and elected Senator in Uongress in place of the polite and pliant Dix, had not a lear of his 
aniMUivery prineiples, which might have marreci the Texan annexation, interfered. While 
Wright and Van Buren, with Webb, Marcy, Croswell, Jones of N. Y. and others, were 
actively employed in discouraging the proposition for a state convention to amend the constitu- 
tion of I8dl, Young came boldly forward in the foremost rank of its advocates. Whether his 
good qualities are shaded over with failings and inconsistencies, which his acknowledged 
abilities and great energy of character scarce atone for, 1 am not perhaps in a position to form 
a correct iudgmenu 

Colonel S. Young states that his ancestors, (how far back, or whether on the father or mother's 
side, or on bothi) were from Ireland. In bis youth, I am told, he was employed in iarming 
work^ which, like W. H. Crawford, he exchanged for the law. In the August term of 1^7, 
he was admitted an Attorney of the Supreme Court of this State—and, being favorable to the 
then administration, the council of appoinunent, [Clintonian] in March, 1808, apnointed him 
a justice of the peace for Ballston, in Saratc^a county, with John W. Taylor. On the same 
month, Van Buren was presented with the office of Surrogate of Columbia. Young was thus^ at 
one and the same lime, an attorney to plead, and a judge in the primary court of his town, a 
union of offices not to be commended, any more than Van Buren's Attorney-generalship, 
imited with a seat on the bench of the Court of Errors^ and the legal practice ot a counseUori 
pleading for hire before his own court 

On the 25th of Sept. 1814, a legislature, friendly to Madison's administration, and a vigorous 
prosecution of the war with England, met at Albany; and the Assembly chose Samuel Young 
for speaker, and Aaron Clark, since Mayor of N. Y., their clerk. Young was first chosen^ in 
ldl2, as a * republican' member of the Assembly, for Saratoga, and gave a firm support to tho 
contest, voting for Madisonian electors and against Clinton. Lately, in Senate, he said, that 
when he entered public life he had a flourishing law business, with lour students, two of 
whom had become distinguished judges of the State; and that he had made no more by hia 
public scr\'ices than he would have done if he had refused office. He was the steady friend of 
xompkins, supported Clinton for Governor in 1817, and turned against him when Van 
Buren did. 

In 1819, Col. S. Young was a candidate for the offioe of U. S. Senator, and received the 
support of Van Buren, who well knew that he wonld not be elected. Both of them avowed 
their opposition to Rufus King, the Senator whose term was about to expire, whom their 
presses denounced a.s a federalist, though Van Buren or his friends had elected him in 1813. 
Next year, (1820,) Van Buren and Marcy wrote a pamphlet in favor of King"— Young disap- 
peared as a candidate, wheeled into line with Roger Skinner, Benj. Butler, Yates, Van Buren and 
Marcy, and assisted to elect King for another six years: and at the next vacancy, Van Buren, 
through the caucus system, and the aid of King's friends, was sent to accompany King, in the 
SenaiCj at Washington. 

At the State Convention, 1821, Young, whom Hammond calls an upright, fiiithfal man, 
opposed the idea of giving the black population votes for governor, senators, assemblymen, 
»c., because they were ignorant, and therefore unfit to judge of the conduct or character of 
public men, a degraded race, and, as yet, incapable of worthily exercising the duties whic^ an 
elector is in duty bound to discharge for the common welfare. He oppos^, in 1821, the elec- . 
tion by the people of their justices of the peace, and mayors Of cities, but supported with ability 
against Van Buren, the present system of universal sufi'rage. In 1826, when Clinton brought 
these great measures again before the people. Young supported both. Young and Van Bnrea 
now excase their opposition in 1821 to several popular amendments, by saying that they were 
proposed to induce tne people to reject the whole constitution, as amended. Why then did the 

einy of Van Buren ana Young then oppose the common sense proposition of Judge Kent and 
e Witt Clinton to allow the people to vote on the amendments separately, and reluse or 
accept according to the deliberate sentiment of the community? Even now, the question of 
giving the unchecked rights of an elector to a man who can neither read nor write — who is 
unable to sign his own name, or pronounce the letters of the alphabet Ihim a book— to a man 



12S TOUNG FOR CLAt^^dill OMlUtldM'Wtn THE BANKS* 

Baking fte ptiblic approbftti6ii by thl» i608t\iltfa'd«mmeiatioiiff of what be mM 
a eorrupt system, stood a steady beggar at every new bank door to SOLlCiT iC 
ahare of the ^' ttDdean drippings," ^as nbt likely to favor such expoa^ aa miae. 
If it was Van Buren and Butler's turn to-day, it might be his own tOHnorrow. 

who cannot read either our laws or Gon3dtatiQns— who sees in the recorded votes of congress- 
men, iA print, pnlv: such cratches as a hen and chickens might have imprinted wfth thdr feet 
QD the ip^rnM before him— i&a very grave and serious one — whedier the man's skin is whiM 
cf black, or his birth-place, Africa, ^e Carolinas, Ireland, Germany, or Lcmg Island. We; 
want ^ood governmenL Will ignorance, and thej)rejudices inherent to such a stale, txim dw 
scale m our elections, and secure that blessing? On me contrary, is there not a more thia.^ 
semblance of gambling and hazard given to me system which accepts Tom's mark at 91, br 
being incapable of wnting, and refuses Dick*s signature at 20, though educated like a Clinica, 
Calhonn, or Jefferson 1 
CkJ. Young addressed a letter to Hon. Jesse Clark, dated Ballston, Sept 99, 1824, as foDom: 

**D«ir Sir— I hmv received youra of the aOth iJUL, iu wbich yoa ioquire wbdlier my opiaioa tn refereiice n 
the electoral law lia« cbaoged. 

** 8iiice the Unt aifluuioii uf the qnf^ion nt the last clectioiu I bftvennironnly entertained ani diireand aji oph 
Blotf In frtvor of trausrferring the cli6ice or Prositfeiitial eiectore from th«> legMature to tbe balloi bosea. 1 Jiawt^r 
tarialned and expre««ie<l ihU opinioii, not only tiecauM J believe tliat eudi a law would be correct iu princlpte, but 
because I was satisfied that it was called for by public 8<-ntimeDt. 

** 1 have, wiiliin itie last five or six weeks, received many letters fmm various parts of the state, makinf the 
same inquiry as yours, and some of tbem MtiMue my opinion Iu reffrence to the candidates for the pp*sidM^. I 
have no objection that my sentiments ou all poliiical aubjeeu should be kjiuwn ; but 1 have felt freat reiuctaaee 
to be the or{»fi of their pub! tcity. 

*'Tbe mAuy pressing siiUcitatiuns, however, which T bad received, induced me eight or ten days siaee, ta wilie 
a letter f* Etfwaid Hudran, Esq., member of Asseuibty flnom Madisoo county, in answer to oae from hMB,ia 
which I trtate my niiiuiou as above on the elcctotHl law, and also thai I prefer Mr. Clay amoof the pravldeuiJal 
oandldntes, and giving in short my reasons for this preference. I have authorised him to mal&e such use of mjf 
jenar as he may deem proper, and of courae 1 expect he will procure its pubilcaUoii. 

*'I am, sir, with sentiments of respect and frieiidsliip, yours, Ac SAMUEL TOUKC** 

On the 99th of Oct 18*27, an American system county convention was held at Ballston, near 
Yonng's residence, of which he was a member, and chairman of its cone^nding committee. 
This Convention adopted an address unanimously, in which Adams and Clay's a(mxinistration 
was highly lauded for its friendship toward domestic manulactures and internal improvooeDts. 
*^The Administration [Adams'] encourages with equal and impartial protection, the great 
''interests of the North and the South. The opposition strive to trample under foot the intereets 
"of the North; and limit their enoooHigement to the productions of southern states and slave 
"labor-^mpering&e pride and aristocracy of southern Nabobs, and preferring the prosper- 
*4ty of old England and Scotland, to that ol' New England and tn& other free States/' The 
Albany Argus «poke of this convention approvinglv. 

Late discussions at Albany have discovered to tne public more of Young's real character 
than was generally known before, by a revelation of facts ibr which I dare say most people 
who had heard his denunciations of bank and canal corruption were unprepared. So far from 
being a pure man himself, he, the terror of corrupt bankers^ trafficking lirokers, and bribed, 
' ' * ' ;0se high sense of honour in refusmg to sit with Van Buren's oro- 



oorrupt legislators— he, whose 

fiigate confederates, Senators Bishop and Kemble, good men^admired and . ^ 

dabbled in the stock of some ten or twelve of the privileged banks of the state; taken his 
share of the spoils like Croswell, Marcy, Olcott and Corning; and bought and sold many 
dioUsands of dollars worth, with all the keenness of a veteran Wall street stock-jobber. 
Young's exclamations of horror at the wickedness of bank craft, taken in this view, remind 
one very forcibly of the pima Butler lashing most vigorously the "greedy speculators and arro- 
gant monied aristocracies of the state," through the Sandy Hill Times [p. ICO], said Butler 
occupying, at the same moment, the Preskleni^s chair of perhaps the mo&t infamous of these 
'arroganr concerns that Van Buren had chartered. The cry of 'stop thief by a^cnlprit 
has ofiener than once saved the guilty, and the exclamation of 'mad dog' condemned the 
kinocent. 

Colonel Young has not voted for a bank charter since 1822 or 1823. He holds, or has held 
a large amount of stock, in the following benks, namely the Watervliet bank — Seneca county 
bank—City Bank, Albany— Saratoga cotuity bank— Herkimer county bank — Rochester 
bank^Commercial Bank of Osw^o — Steuben county bank — Ulica bank — Lockport bank. 

it is possible that he may have had an interest at Sandy Hill or Bufialo in 1819. It appears 
diat he has voted for all sorts of corrupt charters — has held on to lucrative offices until he has 
thereby acquired a large fortune*— has speculated in lands, in legislation, in scrip, in every 
thing— and now comes forward, late in life, to act the part of Cato, the censor, with a vjew, aa 
some say, to the occupancy of the seat now filled by Silas Wright Methinks the discussions 
of this session of the legislature have destroys! his chance of that promotion, among the honest. 
pua minded) and patriotic electors, Such noen as Butler, Van Buren, ana their nnezpectod 



VDUNo ftoLidrrmtf bank stock. ISO 

My lives of Ho^ and Butler, the Stat6 Printing, and the Teicas dlave dae»- 
-tiao, are working miracltis at A.lbany. Like the diving bell to a wrecked Emt 
lodiaman, they are bringing to light the works of other days. The knavei' 
league is broken ; the old regency are uncloaking each other. Croswell, in a late 
Argusy publishes the following note, addressed to Lyman CoVell, £sq. , and dated, 

H^' Ballston, 10th May, 1833. Dear Sir: Without the pleasure of a personal acquaint- 
X^ aac3, pen^iit me to take the libeity to soUeU you to subscribe, in my name, for stock in the 
f^ CtiemuQg Canal Bank to the amount o( $2500. I wish to make a permanent investment 
fV in the Bank to that amount ; and it has been suggested to me, by a mutual friend of ours. 
Hy that you would probably be willing to do the kina office of making the application to the 
S3r commissioners for me. Should you consent to do this, A. B. Dickinson, Esq., will hand 
l^yoa the money for the subaoription deposit. yours, &c. 6. YOUNG. 

" P. S. I have added a warrant of attorney on the next page. 

" I hereby authorize Lyman Covell, Esq., for me and in my name to subscribe for shares of 
stoek in the Chemnng Canal Bank, amounting to two thousand five hundred doDars. 

s.Yoimo." 

The Argus's correspondent writes Croswell, that '^ Mr. ovell did the * kind 
office' as solicited bv Col. Young, Mr, A. B» Dickhison furnishing the money for 

apolo^st in the Senate, will, it is fondly hoped, surely find that they have nndervalned the 
sagacity and morality of modern N. Y. 

m 183-3, Young was chairman of the Herkimer convention, which nominated to the people 
as a patriot governor the cunning and corrupt W. h. Marcy. On the same year he published 
a pamphlet against the U. S. Bank, and in 1635 (see Argus, Mtiv 11) signed an address of the 
nembers of tne legislature to their constituents, in which Van Buren's Safety Fund is called 
an impfOve{n3nt-.<4hal that system and its vigilant commissioners had protected the banks, 
some of which would have failed else during the panic caused, they tell us, by the CJ. S. Bank— 
and thai the fund would soon be as laige as to protect the people, in ease the losses were not 
very wide spread, which was not expected. He voted same year to allow everybody to set up 
a bank, but against the bill of 1839, which modi&ed the restraining act. [See page 174 u> 
pag3 182.] Hammond thinlcs that th? excallent bill to give every school distnct a public 
library, would have b^en lost but for S. Youn^ and L. Beardsley's efiurts in its favor. In 1839, 
Young and Spraker were the minority opposmg a repeal of the law prohibiting bank notes 
onder d&« 

In his Finance Report of 1839, he tells us that the bank note issues of the privileged corp^> 
rations lorm a " stupendous system of fraud, falsehood, crime and sufiering," and says much 
ittore to their injury — yet it appears he has been a very active builder oi tbe system. Ills 
eondttct and his language are strangely inconsistent. 

In 1813, in a bill to incorporate Thomas Storms, &c., with $600,000 capital, as a manuf !c- 
taring c«dmpany. Young moved to make the capital two millions, but could not carry it — Van 
Rensselaer moved to allow the corporation to do BANKING business; and when another 
member proposed to strike out banking, Young voted to retain it ! In 1814, a bill to allow 
the M.iicnants' Bank, Albany, a charter, for the city only, was attempted to be improved by 
Yoong, who moved to give them power to bank also at Ballston Spa. Its charter waji to be 
a million, and Young voted for a motion to oblige it to lend 3300,000 to manu&aujers. 
That same year an effort was made to incorporate the N. A. Mining and Coal Company, as 
a bank, and for this also did Young vote. So say his brother senators, for I have not 
specially referred to the journal. He voted against the bill in 1818. 

In 1818, the New York Franklin Bank charter was carried forward by Young's vote one 
step, yeas 13, nays 13, but at the final passage of the bill he voted against* it The Assembly 
rejected and sent it back to the Senate, and then sent for it again, and Young, tAaugk he had 
mr^esud to oppose U, voted to send it bask to Uiem^ but Van Buren dodged. Young supported, 
W his votes, the Chenango Bank, as did Van Buren's brother-in-law and state printer ; but 
Van Buren himself dodged the last vote, as he knew the bill coukl be carried without him, 
others assajtning the responsibility. Young dodged the two final votes on the Cherry YaUey 
' Bank) Van Buren renptainiag both times as a nay, there being enough to ^arir it «rittaOut 
him, including, of course, his 1)rother-in-law, Cantine, with the yeas. In 1821, Yonng voted 
^ the Nprtt River Bank charted." When, in 1818, it was proposed to enact, that if a peoBon 
should ask payment of its notes (Vom a bank, and ft -were to refuse, it should he liable pay 
interest on said notes from the date of its reftisal, with costs of suit, Bowne, Van Buren, 
Yonntf, Tihbets, and Roger Skinner voted NOT 

One of the corrapt banks •f 1836 was the Watervliet, presided over by an Olcott. who dis- 
appeared.' Yotmg. while denouncing the ^stem^ took ^000 stock, and lost it. His conduct 
in this was like John Randolph's, who, after doinig his ntmoet against the U. S. Bank charter, 



18p ' folk's PLSPajBB ; YouNa'9 SPSi^ruLATiONs ; his position. 

lb* subscriptions and deposits^ Col. Young bein^ the fifth applicant on the liat, 
hut the Colonel's application was not granted, by the board of commissioners, ai 
appean by the printed statement at toe time.'' Croswell sees nothing wron^ 
in thus collecting his old- friend's private, personal letters, and publishing theii 
to his injury. How can he reconcile this with his abuse of me last Sept. 
and Oct. ? 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



Folk*8 Pledges. — Verplanck^s 'ReioUaion. — Michael Hoffmanr^tkeNawd Officer 
— a Sinecure — Duties Political — Luck in getting Places — Votes in Congress — 
Pet Bank Loans — Herkimer Bank Stockr^Hoffman and Young^^Rekiions-^ 
A vote for Barker. — Executive Patronage. — Naval Office no Check. — Miliums 
Lost. — The Merchants* Entries. — Alderman Purdy. — Weodbury and Swart* 
wout. — Polkas Choice. — Bonds how lost. — Noah^s Grief. — Polk denoimces the 
Sub TVeasury. — Wilde^ Gorham^ andBinney^ on the Pets. — Polk prevet^ 
Bank Inquiry. — Adams on Taney. — 7%c General Scramble. 

Col. Polk was one of the original supporters of Jackson— and professes 
hostility to a high tariff for protection, to a national bank, to distributing a surplus 
of U. S. revenue monies among the states, and to internal improvements made 
with funds at the disposal of Congress. He is said to be friendly to an 
amendment of the constitution so that the people themselves might directly elect 
their presidents, and to the one term principle. He was warm in favor of Texan 
annexation, mth slavery j and the slaveholding interest of the south believe that 

took shares, and explained his conduct thus — that, if there were to be classes of slaves and 
masters, he would be found in the master class if he could. Yet it is to be inferred, that 
Youxig's legislation and general conduct would be somewhat affected by the heavy capital he 
had invested in support of a system he publicly condemned. His anxiety to remove the 
Usury Law may have arisen partly lh)m a desire to withdraw his means from banla, and 
lend them to farmers at a hign rate of interest, upon mortgage. He purchased stock, at 5 
per cent, premium, in the Oswego bank. It failed. The lobby agents of that very eqnivoeai 
roncem, the Seneca County Bank, savs Senator Clark, awarded Young $2,500 of iu stock. 
Did he b^ out, or how 1 He had 200 shares awarded him of the old Rochester Bank, worth 
S10,000, if at $50 a share. In the Saratoga ( Waterfoi^) Bank he had $5,000, his wife's pro- 
perty, at her control, and bought at 12 per cent, premium. This was sold out, in part or liie 
whole, at 54 premium. He took $2,000 stock in the Lockport Bank-*it broke down — ^he sold 
his stock at 80 per cent, discount, and voted to i-epeal the charter. He was not a borrower in 
banks, but a real banker~-and when the banks stopt payment in 1836, he was manly enough 
to stand alone in the Senate, and record his vote agamst Marcy and the Van Buren diaue, 
who were for giving their Knavery a legislative protection. Yet, from 1813 to 181^ wMte 
he wac voting for pet charters, when (rom party applicants, he had the suspension of 1814, 
and the warning of Clinton, Tompkins, and the fatners of democracy daily before his eyes, 
but heeded them not. 

Young now owns $5,000 in the City Bank, Albany, and laige amounts in the Utica, and in 
thit!e or four others. His connection with such a person as Halsey Rogers, whose name 
occupies no very high place in the code of hank morality, is a^inst him. So also is his vMe 
in favor of giving to a new incumbent the otfice of state printer, which the patjxMis of his 
favorite have so long and so shamefully abased. The adherents of Walker, Polk, Croswell 
and Marcy, fearing that Cafisidy's backers might be opposed to their declaration of d^Msad- 
ence, are united in putting down the corrupt machinery they can no longer control. 

On the 26th of May, 1833, Col. Y. defined his position in the Albany Atlas, in these words : 

**The Demfteratie Puny, with Mr. Van Biitcir at ft^ head, wa« overvbelmetl and submeised by the sinf aoof 
** ribaldrjr, xh". log-«abin niummcry, and the hnrd-cider debauchery of 1640 : ind believing bit ci une tuhaVe betai 
** Correct and bb principles aound, and antici^iaiing a political mBurrecti<«, I have ainca tiiat period Ikiped th« 
" he would not bu left at the* bottnni, bar wottld rise with the paily fr.>fla under the fmil mans of whig fubbiata 
** and npprobriotn. When asked my ophiion, I have uniformly expreaaed my preference for Mr. Vam Bukw at 
'^ the next Pveaidentiai candidate : and in my eatiiBa^iQit no ouio 9«a be found better qualified fbr the office 



POtKy THB ?BT8» AN0 MIOHABL HOPFIUN. IMl 

fliey haire b bim a steady fnend. He professed to be friendly to equal rigbts 
Ibr adopted citiaeos ;* but <Aa/» like some otbers of bis previous opinions, may 
bave been held temporarily. He was pledged at Baltiinore> before /us election^ 
to bold to tbe wbole of Oregon, but be onered England afterwards to deduct 
from tbat wbole 5^ degrees of N. latitude. In Dec, 1827, be was placed on 
tbe committee of foreign af&irs in tbe House of Representatives, and five yean 
thereafter (Dec, 1832), judiciously cbosen by tbe Van fiuren pet bank and land 
jobbing interest as tbeir leading advocate on the committee of ways and means. 
At tbat session, tbe directors of tbe U. S. Bank were examined on oatb by tbat 
committee, and Verpianck, tbeir cbairman, presented a majority report. Mar. 1^ 
1833, witb a resolve, *^ Tbat tbe government deposites may, in tbe opinion of 
ibis House, be safely continued in the Bank of tbe U. S." Polk presented a 
eoimter report from tbe minority, but all the members save 46, voted for Ver- 
planck's resolution, in tbe teeth of which, Duane, six months after, was ex- 
pected to have removed tbe public monies to peculiar institutions more favored 
by those in power. Of the 46 were W. G. Angel, S. Beardsley, Joseph Bouck, 
jMichael Hoffman, Henry Horn, Henry Hubbard, John Y. Mason, C. P. White, 
aad J. K. Polk. 



* A Mil hnd be«n Mnt to the H. of R. ftom tlie Senate, for (nntiiiff a towniblp of land to a bodjr of | 

jxWn from Poland, whore they hal ttrnggled for fteedou. Oa thoSOthofJaae, 1834. la«t day or sqm , 

PSnekney moved to lay U on the taMe, that It, to crash it. Aukhmk the yea« were James K. Polk, his Attorney 



General, John T. Mason, his P. M. G., Cave Johnson, with B. Beerdsley, whom J. V. Barea ridicules. The 
•Qtitcrat Nicholas, had he had a vote, woald have been on the same side. Among the noes were J. Q. Adams, 
K. Everett, M. Fillmore, R. H. GUlett, Dudley Selden, Aaran Waid, and C. C. Camhreleag. White and Law- 
naee did not vote. 

t MicBABL HopvMAif of Herkimer, who is Indebted to his fVlend James K. Polk, for the influential ofllce, I 
■ay say sinecure, of Naval Ofllcer of the Port of New York ; a berth, which, like tks Aiwfiaa Mnteesy. hu 
been long useful to the executive as a means of rewarding political services, without reference to the perform- 
anee of any particular duties ; Is now fiir advanced in years. His place has been worth, in fees, floes, salary 
and perquisites, over $16,000 a year, as was tbe Surveyor's situation, now held by Purdy, but it is possllile that 

• bill before Congress may effijci a reduction. Yet it is truly marvellous how easily official iwople, in the ehleT 
situations, contrive to give a sort of mystical intwpretatlon to laws apparently plain aad simple— their object 
while In, Is to fill their pockets— and Woodbury, Swartwont, Van Buren, Hoyt, Ace. are prooh that no pwifoe 
aion of ultra democracy can ensure an eflbctive check on official profligacy. I presume tbat it Is well uadar- 
stood that Hoffman holds on, conditioned that he shall devote his political talents and experience to the good 
at the Rcjiancy leaders, whoso democracy consists In buying over and retaining prominent political men, through 

* tbe spoils,* bountifully divided amonint them for their services In deceiving and deluding a' people who, if 
themselves believe in the doctrines of Thomas Jeflbraon, have too often followed la the foouteps of ceriain 
•rtfol and deaigning politicians who do not 

Jadjge HoffmHu is a lawyer, by trade a politician, has the reputation of being very strict on " constitutional 

Soestions ''—very clever in getting them up— always looking In the direction m nltra-deroocracy— ever rowing 
is boat towards Place, Power, and Official Plunder. For (wo years he was a district attorney; and for 
fovr he dispensed English law as a substitute for American Justice in the eapdcity of flrst Judge of ne Cbonty 
ef Herkimer. An additional Canal Commissioner was said to b« wanted. Just in time to seeure lo Jndfe floo- 



mao, for two years, a seat at the canal board, with a handsome income. 

to be set to rights, and Congress could not get the A^ey (/) properly regulated _ 

due time, therefore, * the partv * sent Judge Hoffman for six or eight years, to the House of Representatives, 
>n the jwrs amd mtral atmosphere of Washington, where eight dollars per day, with mileage Aensedy measared, 
J}aUag /(ukion, liberal presenu voted flrom Jonatbaa*8 exchequer, by patriots, to themaelvea, and eecieC 
nfomlMs. of office thereaher, if they vote right, has reconciled many a hot reformer to the discipline of a party 
leader. His recorded votes tkenj present a droll contrast when taken into view with his vast anxiety warn for a 
state convention, to afford more checks on our money-borrowing, safoty-fhnd-bank-chanerlng mi^Uea, for 
both of which, when at Albany, he entertained, as he said, a truly virtuous abhorrence. 

The nation, through Congress, In 1816. sold to the United States Bnnk. the ftieirr m become the Treunry 
of the Union for twenty years— took 9];S00,000 iu cash from stockholders, In payment for this prlvlieg»-«nd 
tbe tlnpreme Court Judges of tbe Union declared the transactfcm lo be constitntfonal ; whether it was no or not, 
nothing could be a greater violation of the public faith than to take the U. S. Bank money as a eonsMentlon 
for a privilege, and then lend out the whole national income to a batch of trading polidelans, under tte pretext 
of depo»iting it In the more favored chartered and unchecked banking monopolies of the Van Buren school for 
better security. In March, 1833, Mr. Polk Joined Michael Hoffman and Campbell P. White la negativing Ver- 
planck^s motion that the money of tbe nation was nfo in the Bank of the United States. In that same year, 
Mr Hoflimin might also be found (as Mordecal M. Noah told him) liberally parteUng of the unclean drippings 
of bank legislation and special charters. His county (Herkimer) bad to be aiaaeredby a bank In the haode of 
Ibe foithfoi. Mr. Hufiinun had one hundred shares (say 910.000) apportioned to hint, with other 80 shares to 
bis fi'iend Cbl. Bamuel Young— 100 more went to A. Loomis— 100 to A. Mann, M. C, and 100 to Dudley Burwlll. 
** Under cover (said Noah, in his Star of October, 1834.) of charging the U. S. Bnnk with bribery, tbe grosaost 
corruptions are carried on in this state^the very legislator who votes on a bank bill receives tbe aesniaaee of 

Sy In advance.** Honest Michael. It appears, was not forfntten. After doing bis best m tend Ibrty mllliona of 
I money of the Union to the pet banks of party leaders and gamMIng bank directors with no security at alK- 
after partaking Uberaily of chartered bank stock— «fter violating tbe obligation of eootracte lo tbe U. 8. Bank, 
aad aUing in tbe anti-bank cry of Martin Van Buren and his decoy-ducks, who, under tbe safety (1 ?) ftind tf^ 
iMD^cbnnOTed, firoin 1880 to 1897, banks on tbe special prtvUege prindpte^ with sono 80 niUluw of aoflriaftl, 
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Polk cduld be depended on — Stevenson was Speaker, nd looking ap to 
JdickfOD for a more lucrative office — the latter placed the former at the head «f 
the ways and means in Dec, 1833, to oppose the U. S. Bank and Sub Treaauiy, 
and uphold Kendall and the political scheme of the Treasury banks. Ail this 

imt fiir less of raaL capital in thU state— «A«r this, Mr. Hoffinaa latdown la March, ISO, to w-rite to CoL 



with H death tpip lo * the spoils ' and the party— ftst clatchlof a two yean* re^stershlp of tbs iandnittoe la 
Mlehigait, rtwtinK for two or three sessions in the House of Asseaibiy, at Atbaay and has at leagth diawa itae 
aiU.0UO to $16,0(W a year prize of the Naval Office, in the iqcky state lottery of Thomas Ritchie and Janes K. 
Polk. Who can deny the fact, that the Admiral has a6ied on the prinelpte of rotation Ui office t Oai of one 
Iht berth he goes iaiu another, tumbling out both friends and foes, when h) hk way, bat always piping some 
demucraac tune, always riding some popular hobby. To-day corresponding with Byrdsall ** as Presineat ef 
the association for Constitutional Reform *'-~to OKimtw ssnrrioning ByidsalTs ramoval frooi a %1SM atnecofe 
in the Custom Uoose, because he was too Calhoualsh ! 

That the Anti-Rent party complained of real and serious wrongs is now admitted by almoat all daMM, htt 
Boffman, like Silas Wright, was slow lo perceive the pith of their oomplaiats. He voted, in 1896, with Butler, 
to renew the Mechanics and Farmers* and other unchecked bank charters, but they could not get enough l» 
Join them. Van Buren, Olcott and the iMirty chiefs next year got op the Salhty Fond impneliire, and ptaynd 
their parts so artfully that it took. I thlnii that Uoffinan voted a^nst the bill to elect Canal Commi n ione r i 
by the people, and against the bill to destroy the State Prison Monopoly. In the distribution of the paironigi 
ofhts department he takes his cue from Washington, to suit the party Intewsts. 

When Hoffman entered the Custom House, it was asserted that the pretended check on the CoUector, thm* 
the naval uffice, a very expensive and useless farce, as now and for many years past perfoimed by valiaHt 
actors, (this much the Lvening Post admits,) would In his hands become a real one— but I doubted. The lef^ 
lator who voted as Hoffman did, fur George P. Barkertobeoor Attorney General, alter the public cxfoeare of the 
Ihittda of the Buffiilo City Bank, (saying nothing of his votes in flivor of all that Uoffinan calls curmpt la the 
•eesloa of 1836.) was a meet yoke fellow to Conielius W. Lawrence, in their official duties of checks upon the 
money openttions of the Custom House of New York. 

Mr. Polk showed the sincerity of his respect for his friend Andrew Jackaon^s memory and principle, by 
choosing fra collector here, a pet-bank president, whoee coadnct In liOllng to pay the public cash to the pobBc 
creditors, when his bank had been trusted with plenty of it, had disgraced the government which employed Ms 
OhII concern. He showed eyvAi consistency at least. In selecting as our .Naval Officer, or comptioller, the 
Uoffinan who had voted against Mi^r Davezac^s motion In Assembly, ibr refunding to the old hero, before his 
death, his New Orleans fine and the costs thereof 

Far be It from me to tmdervaiue a Convention or Hofiinan*s support of It— the people can cbooae fit u p w 
seniatlves to it, and check their action, too, if a majority of them should prove Indiscreet— but I dislike fiveninf 
Post homilies on state reform emanating from the Custom House desk of a 91 MOO sineenrist, who leaves his 
own department thoie in as bad a condition as he found It. while he has the power to render it useful and effi- 
cient lor the public service. He had ao ear for a specie treasury in 18X^*4, but was ready for the each system 
in 1838, when there was nothing left to lend except depreciated bank paper. He denounces the expenditnies 
•n the Brie Canal eniaigement, but steadily uphulds tor men who pntpooed that measure. In the groat xttatm 
nieeUng held in the Capttoi, at Albany, Nov. 21, 1843, Mr. Uufiinan **kardif dared U trust kinuetf to tpmk •/ 
JEzseattes Pmtron«fe^for he could nevr think of the siUfftct without txcitiugfnliwt ^^ *^'' iiUemn imdinu- 
tiimJ* Now, however, that President Polk has discerned his merits, and given himThroop's old piaoe and tai- 
cotne, it may be hoped that nis ** intense Indignation " will cool down a little. 

Tne Bvening Po»t and Plebeian, when Curus was CoiiecUir, declared that the expensive machinery of the 
Naval Office had proved no check at uii on dij(hone»t Collectors, from 1629 and downwards. This was per- 
isctly true, it is true aUll. Yet, Including the Naval Officer's sinecure Income, casual expenses, clerks* hlie, 
•aanlners at Washington, and depuues to do the business, it coau the nation $60,000 a year. 

It has been shown, that In the two last months of Mr. Hoyi's term, entries aiuoundng t.) •83,000 w^ro sialM 
daily UA presented, from the C«!*hier*s office, before the clerks had seen or entered iheni on Collector's book»— that 
the duplieates of these same entries were just as ponctnaiiy stolen (torn the Naval Officer's «ifflce befucnhe 
and his clerks had entered them on their record, or check-books, and that, had not un accident cauned inqutay, 
and a whig secretary examined inu) the matter, Jesse Hoy t would have been 063,000 richer by the Ihurds of 
January and February, l«m, be the thief who he may. I believe, that, alttiouKh 9Sifi00 were in this way all 
bat nicked from Uncle tSam's pockets in these two months, uiiiiions have been lost In the same way ^ whkh 
w» Mas ffUhmrd «0lA«Nf, the system remaining the same— stud if niiillons of dollars vanished fa variens 
ways, nnder Huyt. Bwariwout, Throop, Coe it Co.. may not millions mart disepptar at some future eisie, wkkk 
the parties will omit to manlion 1 1 blame no one—proiess to suspect no one— but to such games as I have de- 
scribed there must be a check. How is it now ? The entry, in duplicate. Is handed to a Naval office Batty 
clerk, who examines it, another clerk folds it, a third clerk endorses it The endorser hands the entry to the 
Becister, whose duty It is to enter it on his great book, and he does so, but not till next day, afler ten o'clock; 
and as the bundle of entries of any one day is not locked up, and many persons have access to the office, 
nothing would be more easy, aa far as the Naval Office Is concerned, than to abstract any ti^'o, ten, or UHie 
entries, according to the size and quality of the daily bundle ; and if mauers should, at a future time, be made 
to correspond in the Cashier's office, wholobale frauds are as easy of accomplishineot as It is fur me to tell how 
they perioimed them in Jesse's time. The truth is, the day's record should be compleled d.^y by day, signed 
by Uoffinan himself, afler personal examination, before he leaves the office, and a copy that evening dispatched 
^ to the U. S. Treasory. The enuy should be recorded on the book, Immediately alter ths merchant or Ms clerk 
hands it in-^aad this couid bo done with ease. 

What is the use of two deputies and an Aoditor in Uoffhian's office 7 Or, (^ tJu^ are vanted, what is ths tu« 
of Alia ? What iivbig man, thti kauws wh vi Ims to ba done there, will say that R iff.ii m shinilrt be hired at 
96.000 A year of salary, with perquisites wbioh, even In Hoyt's time, were equal to $10,000 or 9l*^00l>nni«. and 
. then other men hirod at heavy incomes, mnnu to loll about in idleness and read newspapers, and others to do 
Hoffinan's work 1 Blectioneering committees, puffs, letters, speeches, and caucuses at and ibr the beneibof 
tharl^vunany Halt tavern association, must all be paid for— there Is ao real democracy there now— bQt why call 
. upon the United States ui p^y Uolfiuan and Purdy for such work 1 ' Why select or retain us clerks in the Naval 
Oiffiee nofit pecM)M» because they are serviceable tools as politicians ? And why mix no Taxnmaay or -ito 
chairmanship, with the duties of the sorveyonhlp of the Cttstome ? 
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be dM, wkh spirit and eneigy. Let the Demoeratio Review, in its confessional 
attmbers after Van Buren's de&at, explain to the millions the results of the ex- 
ertions made in 1834, ^5, and '6, by Kendall, Whitney, Van Buren, and J. K 
Polk. Speaking of Van Boren & Co.'s fatlare in 1840, the Review says: 

*' Nor can we lay our hands on our hearts and say, on honor bright, that it was entirely un- 
deserved on our own part, after all. We had not been — no party ooaM have been— so long ia 
]K>wer, especially under all the existing circamstances, without having contracted sundry 
sms, both of omission and oommission— and with the same certainty that drags the shadow 
alter the substance, does an inevitable retribution, to parties as to men, follow every ikult and 
every folly they are ever guilty of. One great blander, indeed, of the Pel Banjc experiment- 
entailed a long series of coosequmices which made it eventually one of the heaviest of the 
weights that bore us down — ^a measure adopted at the express rejection of that very one which at a 
later day we so justly hailed with delight, when brought forward under difien*nt party auspices. 
We meant well, to be sure, in that most ill-starred of experiments— and it wa^ at any rate better 
than the alternative of the other side, the re-charter of Mr. Biddle, b'lt good intent 19 no excuse, 
to the inexorable justice of the providence of events, for great political errors. ^^ And when 
we remember ail the practical mischief we did, stimulating the expansion of the currency 
through the distribution of the vast accumulated dqneites among the banks — without even a 
charge of interest to them, and at one time an official encouragement to them to apply them 
liberally to the ' relief of the community — when we remember the prophetic warnings from 
the opposition of the very consequences which indeed were not slow to develope themselvea— 
what right have we to complain if we had ourselves to swallow a rery bitter dose of retribii« 
tion for our fatal error 1" 

I am persuaded that no impartial, well informed individual can he found who 
would hesitate, after inquiry, to blame Levi Woodbury, Sec. of the Treas., for 
his neglect of duty in the case of* Swartwout, who had embezzled some 
$1,250,000 from the New York Custom House, long before that lazy, or worse 
than lazy, functionary thought fit to announce his knowledge of the delinquency. 
A brief account of S.'s defalcation may be seen by reference to the index of my 
Lives of Hoyt and Buller — and it is worthy of remark that President Polk, 
knowing Woodbury's course in that and other matters, hastened to give him a 
life lease on the bench of the Supreme Court — and followed up that appointment 
by the nomination of the most intolerant lawyer towards citizens by choice, and 
not by chance, that he could find in Pennsylvania, or the Union, to a similar 
high station.| Mr. Folk's clumsy interference with the deposites was the indi- 

* UatU 1834, Swartwoiit h»d embezxled bat little of the public money. When the deposits were ■elzad, hs 
■eeiDs to b«ve taken a leaf oat of Van Buren's book. On the 15th of Novomber, 1838, Woodbury wrois lo 
Hoyt, hinting that the clerk« who knew ami cnneealeil Sw«rtwoul*s inUcondnci, onght to be nmuvid. Two 
days after, (%den the cashier, and Phililpt [Naah*s relative] the aaaleUnt, iMlfloed their •ttaatinas. ifeaeft 
Moah, in hU Ifivenlog Star, grieved aloud at ewartwoui'* reMgnatioa aod Fiencn lour. ''There are few men 
who leave an Important sltuutina wtth more nf the public appnibntion than Mr. Swartwout*''-4at(d Noeh. Wood- 
bury was merciful to public pilferers. For example, ** Harris, the receiver at Ooianibai, Mteeiistppl, was a 
ttoiorlnns drunkard and defiiulter, bat kept In nflllce two years, in fail kmiwledfe of the departiueot antU he 
owed $16J.00U. So Wise leils us, tkrmtgktke Oloie. In Aonist, itSS, Woodbury telU Uarrla that he to a 
dflf •otter— «galn In October— aod so on till September, 1836, when the ''•filow iir(i|)0!«e8 to rttign after havlag 
keen two and a half years a heavy defaulter ! A Mr. G. D. Buyd bucu«ded Harris, and was ** loteropenue.** a 
land spttculntor, like Bnticrf and rtsigntd a defkntter, mnny tliousand doUan ia arrear, lo Aocusti 1837. Jalm 
navis applied next, as '* a warm friend of the admlnlsuatiMi.** 

t Polk and the Banks. — When Polk reported, in March, 1834, from the majority of his 
committee of Ways and Means, for seizing the revenne, using it to corrnpt the banks, influ- 
ence the elections, and uphold " the party '' a minority report was presented, on the 4th, by R. 
H. Wilde, Benj. Gorham, and Horace Binney. They remind Cfongress, that a partnenhip 
of different corporations for profit and loss, or mutual guaranty, with independent boards of 
direction, was a strange contrivance to sectire the stockholder and regulate the currency — that 
Polk, Wright, and Kendall's scheme had been tried and failed, and would fail again—that if 
Polk and his friends wtfte corre<it in quoting the maxim that " the borrower is servant to the 
lender," the banks borrowing; the public money would be slaves to Jackson and bis cabinet 
^^that if thefr other maxim, "that he who controls a bank, controls the deUors of the bank'' 
fhcld ffood, the deposites had been placed in banks whom Jackson's advisers intended toxson- 
Ttol,' through these slave banks of theirs— that the scheme would derange the currency, which 
*ls tiie ijicasare of the value of every man's property, of Ms contracts> of indemnity for break- 
ing them, andof tlic public revenue— that a deranged currency makes laws^ veroicts, piomi- 
fesand decrees of courts speak the language of deceit and fhlsehood, givea nwui a pminao, 
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■M flripi hoBSA BBor of us varnr canun^. psrinf it is 'wvFBunB cr ripii ihib n^ vs- 
der pma^oe tiia: Ukcr ajr as r>^ as z^. A — tr^at a?;^ axt^ nDcemourr wut deqahr iii|iirii|K 
Ibe bassos c>f ite iBrreLaBt and KanLiacnrer— {hat if i^ U. i^. Bmnk vas wx to be lechar- 
tend. wy:x bfoo- pLas oujpfi to b? proposief: to CcoirTs. for a^ to Pq£c aad Wrigb^ uC 
■chesK. it va» u<e meresi Q^.iu.i.'!!, tecaose tii? bftxu^ aejecBd. ana ^ rail nmiibQ oat 
vooid arise ii<? miishrxAms. wor^ja qli\ ppx/nkote Uie cuiLfFaer. Tbf sale basLCs vanied t 
Rsuiaiar— a zrrji cairexicv vas ti'.fpeiesfr I: ue U. &l Banik. as a cbeoc. vas juaw f id , and no 
oran- s!:.bfsiixri?d tr.ar. u^e panr po^wcias s ordtns wnjzi cinuBSazias Tr.vpa place at die 
bead ^ vi^ treasTznr — ^Jka: tt«e bazi£ L&i: been aor^jfiC o: parmr mavr tc jrisim. but, vbea 
mdiKed br Uke nArntive pover. br masy pressesw a&d bv f^iociuaian ir CosigTa^ was it not 
tbc &3ST of twT C:recr'.»re to'appeaj o laci*. -waere iL* pnb.ic were so aeeTt'T iiraetBd in die 
resolt V- tha: th* fra=.cr5 <:»f "^ coasiTratica iiai prcriied lij* SrprBme Guar fx tbe trial rf 
aa^b! dooe br the bazii: xolx vas ttoc^. vith u<e pei^alnr of joss oc cbanzs- if sbovn id be Cor- 
feitel a*ii Utii i!ie an-jmer eeaeraj mi.?r>i pruwriiie, axi^ tbe bau^ be iieard ir odciioe befiie 
&e ecKUtUT, vrLcn Wj-LiI £^ a beuer, iz^jre iaiai;.y c:>urae:. :rrf.B r..Tir..7,Pfg: «^7fcW and paitjr 
abuse lo mrs^iir Uie i^Jt^ oe.uoe tiie ixix^^iis. aiid eiju i£ rr.^f,:.,': iik iar:i:i»s oT bad 
tn tne in^oir aiid mm oi lu.^ J9aJL'^^ viki vouk be mcutc u ntL^frt ;i*li tiifx aai heea y 
bjr tboae mc<ai c^^Aj liiweaai in lue cau«>e oj ec:2ai jascct 

Tbe Awxie Pa:;*, hai ne tieec cm eanii, wo'i.i d ji nave cjckiiDred Pai, Wrisil, Van Bn- 
pen. Batler. K^dIauK Waiaer. Lawrer.ce, Camureieri?. Ta-^maire, Mlt-t. Tazxr, and tbeir 
cxEifedeiaie^. tiiai ai.}"LMTiz jt>*» t * ;-r . ti*.- aa<? o! tiie p-i-.i? purse — ^::> i!."zxi3er^-cotii bene&tlie 
pabCic. Tfie partr w*:re liX ye: r^i ^y :-'r tjjc S jt: Treasury, ani iberefnne ii was that in that 
jear, PoLt OfiZxy^iiy^i i*. :tj i:^-r f. ..i-sni.? plain tenas : 

" Between lit^ r^,s:^ti'?. .4 ty *A a ^t^'ttr r^'^.rer abd ^cut orrpnsz.tmr9s banks do cxiH, and 
'are Ukdr loezi^ 'iuae: .^siaie auUkxiiy. t«« i^^*-. v// «s x.*^ f^iittihc f" jc,^ ac tht pohUc,an i# 
"^ktfr^errtA. Ba ict, u t.ei. iiixry ar^ ^ij-. roc.^?-. rwic i v ti.v. pc? jr Mi^ k-t.^ r-' ^ TSeasvf ^ 
'*4dier nok/ns. Tu*^ LLi-rt^vri JaciiTv ti^ey possess over mi^TiruaJ Cjj*»r5ocs aad l e tei Tga, in 
*« maioL^ ir«ir.sfe> r»: pn:-.:c ni'jr:^;- to -j^'Wn! pr-iDL*, for di^^rrse-nx^i^. w T-lmJ dc-jer Is Ikya^ 
* Itr. iBiipe:. T!ii^ i* a ««prTi«? wLicii fiK?frt>j«./i/jf. to t£* erreiii oS our Izi^ rrreniiess crndi «< 
** ffrfgrm. WMIs; lite c^j^ti? b 13 ^<f lU*. itte ttaiik may a^ it J^eepsn? JEseilf at tbe same tine 
** leady 10 pay wi*en c^uihi^zj^X, ani i: is d'.< wiiTiira^ ir.isi u>e £:e:K*a] orcnlatioD — as a) 
** nmcb ni-Xity h^ari^i ar 1 u-.iL-jc'sr:, fr ..n. 'jht uj^ ^.f ;i^e <'oxTniirin'. In ibe bands of fnorera, 
** they most either hoar: i: by £*^'ii^ i: .'*:k»32 op in a s:rc»ii£ box. or use ii az ibcir own rak 
•* in private •^pwulaJkiO or truie. 'Tni^ Urmr#:*an- nse of mLfjer oc iep^^iie ia a bank, eouli- 
*' toies ibe oD:y oo:iip»r:-k«*iiivii wriicL itie bai^: f»r,-tiv<» ior t:ic nsi^ o:' ^eeptue it, and foribe ser- 
** vice it perfjTias. li rtu.c<rs ut eu:.: . .yoi. ll*^- can per:\nn do Jtber aemce than id kup tbft 
** money, and must be j^.i a c.o'n:>^:.sa' '.»:. fiotn tj^e TreasTirr." 

Blair, ol c»un>e, v>o£ l::-*: saaie gr-'yL.i in x:jk Givlie. He d^-izTBd ''Aat the ImJepeniaU 
TVeawnr is dibr/nraz-izii^ aiid rev-^iu: oLar*-. anl «uVverffre of ibe fnndaisenta] principles of 
ottT guveiBiueot. and of iti> entire f«a<ruce from ITL^ c<.>wn 10 this dav ; and that it is as palpi- 
We as tbe son ttiat \h*i •»fl*^ <A tfi" *<:>etii^ wtn'td be Ui tmo? the pcbJc treasmj mncli nearer 
the actual cuA>:r aid cvntro! erf ui? Pre*i': .-i.l and expose i: to be r»luD6ered by a bundled 
lands, wliere ooe'tmcier ibe iair. fey>4em coula not rearb it. In such evca we shoold feel ditt 
tbe people had ju« cauMe fc** a:aiiii, a^ji ouxr.'J to ?ive their most watchfoj »?i^»>rirtn to mnrh an 
eflbrt 10 enlarge eiec Jiire nower. ana put m iis hand ine means at c^mnptioD." 

On the l3*-'j of Jui»e, I>»l. u:,e Ser^e sent fx concmrcijce lo lae Hoose of RefvescnladvBi, 
a Rsoimioo it had agre*?: 10. ia opfr/siijor, to the trea&ujT bankft, thai the pabSic t i e asm e oq^ 
to be left wit.h the U. H. Baijji ari*: 11^ »/rariche6w Po:k mored to irive i: the co-bv. Yeas, Jod 

B. 8mherland. ft. H. Gii,**, J. Cranna^. A- Vanaerpo-^I. H. Hubbard, PoIiC Caiabreleng, 
White. Ac. >'ay^, J. CC Acam^, Dixon H. Lewi*. Dui^ev Se.den, H. A. Wise, W. Slade, 
M. Fillmore. E. Everet:. Levi Lir.c/jji, dx. Where was C^.iecior Lawreace 1 

April 4, ltd, Poimh resoh-e '■ u*at tne stale bani^ ol'M u» te c^-ctnuei as the places of ds- 
posit for the public n-io&ey." Couiire-* presicribi:^ liie mode of sclectic»Q and ttc aecordies 
(never donej, aras camtau in the Ho.i**? of Repre^entaiires, 117 10 II:2l Yeas, Polk, Camlae- 
lene. Cramer. Beard>jer, BvXiee. Giilet. Hamer, Hui-bard, Richard M. and Cavv Johnno, 

C. w. Lawreace. Mann, J. Y. Mas^m. Joel B. Sutherland, VanderroeL &c, Navs, A<<yni« 
(J- HL). S'-likn, Siade. .McDnnie. F. Wfiinle^vy. Evcren, Linooin, &c. 

March 17, 1»^ GorLam pre««r.:ed a memorial <rom mauy indueiitial and hishhr lemctable 
iahahinints of Bo^on. i^r the iniorporaiion erf" a national bank, and tbe restoracioii Qftt«depo> 
•it»>^ i^tr.c, Bynam, Cave Johnson. Bearis'.ey. Vandeipoei, Gii'.et, Mason, &c,, argued and 
naed. againA aiiowing the names of ;r.e petinoners to be printed with the memoriaL TUt 
time C. W. Lawrence left his leader, and witb Sutherland, Selcen, Wise, Adam« ^^ ^^t 
fiDraflffviaf tbe people to see who thspetiiioDers were. ^ 



I 
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ia dririDg the able and mtrepid Duane, whom Jackson could neither bend nor 
bribe, from the Treasury, Taney, four days afler his appointment, ordered the 
President of the U. S. Bank t& deliver up the bonds given by the merchants of 
Philadelphia, for duties, to the Collecter there. It is presumed that a like order 
was given in New York ; and the consequence was, that instead oi the branch 
bank here being a check) and a safe depositoiy for the bonds, till paid at the 
bank, they were placed in the hands of Swartwout and his reckless subalterns 
to manage as they thought fit. The result is matter of history.* 

« It lia3 often been found on examining the affairs of a broken bank, that certain of its 
officers and directors owe it rar larger sums than the stock they hold. Tneae debts they con- 
trive m pay with the notes or their insdvent institution, at par^ buying them in the market^ 
lor 95 40 50 cents per dollar, and thus gaining by the failure. On the 7th (tf June, 1834, Mr.' 
Adams proposed a resolve requesting the names of the Presidents, Cashiers, Directors, Stock- 
holders, and Solicitors, of all the banks that had been selected by Roger Taney, as treasury 
banks, when the XJ. S. Bank was discarded — the amount of stock held by each stockholder— 
and the amount of debt due by each director, cashier, and president of each pet bank, to the 
tenk, at the. time when it got the public treasure, and at this time. This would have shown 
whether the banks were in the hands of borrowing speculators, whether they had bonpowed 
out the public monies, and whether they had power over the banks without having a real 
interest m their good management. Nevins's letter to Hoyt, page 189, explains in part their 
Mhemes. Mr. Adams showed that it was not unnsnal for a fnvorite to be allowed to subscribe 
for $50,000 of stock, be elected a president or director, and never pay one cent into the bank 
coffers ; but, when he could, borrow the credit of the bank and other men's debits. Mr. 
Polk screened the pets, opposed all information, and for the purpose of crushmg inquiry, 
moved an amendment about the XJ. S. Bank, which had no deposits at all to lend to any one. 
Cambreleng, too, was opposed to inquiry, of course. Coulter said that secretary Taney bad 
^ol foigotten his own interest in selecting the pets— that he, Taney, was the Attorney for one 
of them (the Union Bank, Maryland) that he was also a laige stockholder, and had moved 
the deposits so as to give new value to his own bank shares, and increase his dividends— 
ttiat this conduct was a violation of the law — and that Taney was not alone in such works, 
9B the r^ums would show. Mr. Adams was very sarcastic. He sugsested to Polk, as 
dbairman of ike vfoys and Tneam, to add to the preeedetUs with which he had befogged the 
House, by proposing that it be 

^Cr " Re^otved, thftttbo thanks of this hoaM beclveti to Roger B. Taney, Beerotary of the tntutm, tor his 
ft^ pare and disirtsrbstkd pntrlotism in tr&iuferrlnir the um of the pobllc Aitidf (h)in the Bank of tlie 
5^ united States, where they were profitable to the people, to the Union Bank of Baltimore, wheie Ihey 
S^ were profitable to himself." 

The guilty usurers were in the majority, but all was kept dark. Campbell P. White bov- 
Towedim/y $172,000— the Butlers $30,000— J. O. Coster 1^,00aWames M'Bride $76,000; aU 
this and much more out of the Manhattan. Of course the palrwl^ White, wanted no inquiry. 
Polk was the leader of the greedy usurers in their "general scramble." Is it thus 
we are to account for his patronage of B. F. Butler 1 On the 13th the resolution w«s 
again debated, and Mr. Miller moved to dispose of it, as delay would quash inquiry. Polk 
said no— the usurers were in his majority, and inquiry was thus stifled till the general bank- 
nipCcy of 1837-8, told a sad tale, a day too late. 

Horace Binney of Philadelphia, in his speech against Van Buren's Pet Banks, in the debate in 
Congress, January 9th, 1834, had clearly loretold these results. I quote his remarks verbatim. 

"Sir, the project astonishes me. It is to bring a second time, upon this land, the curse of an 
unregulated, uncontrolled, State Bank paper currency. We are again to see the drama, which 
ahneady, in the course of the present century, has passed before us, and closed in ruin. If the 
project shall be successful, we are again to sec these paper-missiles shooting in every direction 
through the country ; a deran^ment of all value; a depreciated circulation ; a suspension of 
specie payments; then a further extension of the same detestable paper; a still greater depre- 
ciation ; with failures of traders and failures of Banks, in its train ; tu arrive, at last, at the same 
point from whence we departed in 1817. Suffer me to recall to the recollection of the House a 
few of the more striking events of that day. The first Bank of the U. States expired in March. 
1811. Between the 1st of January, 181 1, and the close of the year 1814, more than one hundred 
new Banks were established to supply this more uniform and belter currency. For ten millions 
of capital called in by that Bank, twenty millions of capital, so calkd, was invested in these. In 
the place of five-and-a-half millions, about the amount of circulation in notes of that Bank 
withdrawn, twenty^two millions were pushed out. Then came a suspension of specie jMiy- 
ments, in August and September, 1814. As an immediate consequence of this suspension, 
the circulation of the country, in the course of tiileen months, increased ^y (ler cent, 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Tbe veiy name of a politician or statesman, is sore to cause temor sad hatred ; it has ahm 
connected with it the ideas of treachery, cruelty, fraud and tyranny ; and those writtts was 
have faithfully unveiled the mysteries of state freemasonry, have ever been held in gcMial 
detestation fur even knowing so perfectly a theory so detestable. 

Burke's Vindication of Nattjeal Socxett. 

7%e Catastrophe^ 1837. — Partnership Law. — The Pets versus the Stdftreasurj, 
— Free Btaaking. — Kendall and ike Post -^Marcy^s Restrainimg Law. — (Jkuj 
on the Banks,— The Brokers^ Banks.— Jackson^ Blair ^ Polk and RUcht 
against the Subtreasury. — Calhoun /or a Bankj in 1834. — Jackson JMonejf 
all hard. — Gold^ all gold. — Silas Wright and the Soulless Existences.'-^ 
Harrison on Currency.— Tebbett's $8000 Vault.— Hoyt and Allen tooriMf 
out the Act. — Flaqg^s Practice. — Van Barents Specie Mixturt. — Peel m 
Paper. — English Joanking. — The Knaves^ League. — Hoyty McNulty^ 4*., 
above all Law. — Bennett Explains. — Knowledge is Power. — Cambrtlengf 
Webb, Sfc— Walker and his Pets.— Corcoran if Bigqs.—Fowr liMsdni 
Stockjobbers Sporting with Uncle Sam^s Strang Box, ^McDuffie^s Notions. 

England^s republican poet, John Milton, thus records in his ' Paradise Lo«t,* 
the latneDlaiioos of the eldest of human kind : ^^ Mow 1 perceive Peace 1o 
corrupt, no Wbs than War to waste." Addison, one of her ablest whig states- 
men, frankly declares his opinion, that " 'I'he waste of War is not, in its final 
consequences, so injurious as the luxuries and corruptions of Peace.'' Joha 
Quincy Adanus, witti still later experience, and certainly very superior powen 
of ofaeervation, approvingly quotes Milton ; and assigns ^* the abuse of credit, 
and the unrestrained pursuit of inordinate wealth, especially by the agency 
of banks," as the proximate causes of the great catastrophe of 1837.* 

or from fortv-five to sixty-eight millions of dollars; and the fruit of this more uniform canta- 
cy was the failure of innutucralMe Ira^fers, meLhanics, even famtcrs; of one hundred andsiztr- 
£ve bank.s, with capitals amotrntiog to ^,000,000 ; and a loes to the United feUttes, aJone, k 
the negociation of her loans, and in the receipt uf bankrupt paper, to an amount exceeding lonr 
millions of dollars. ♦ ♦ • Does Kentucky wish to see the return of those days 1 1 uuat ia 
God it will be defeated, that the poor men and laborers in the land may resist it, for it is a 
scheme to get from every one of them a dollar's worth of labor for fifty cents^ and to make fimd 
the currency of the cououy as much as paper." 

Martin Van Buren and his Iriend Butler saw it all just as dearly as Binney, but his foUov- 
ers would leave if not gorg^ed with plunder, and he satiated even avarice itselil As early as 
1835, Jackson and Van Buren saved appearances by abusing the banks and thus weakeuiag 
their credit; and in Holland's Life, printed that year at Uartibrd, banks and paper money 
are unsparingly vilified. When they lell with a crash, Van buren started the bub-treasuiy, 
while his instruments denounced the banks he himself bad endowed and made. 

♦ The Catastrophe.— As early as October, 1836, the Safety Fund Bank system was ready to 
hlow up. Van Buren and Jackson's pet b^nks, with the hundreds of other banks created all 
over the Union, had increased the ciiculation of paper as money beyond all precedent EveiT- 
thing that Wjas ibr sVle rose iapice—cv^fy body, likes, to sell in a dear market, and therefore 
many ,millioii$ pf 4^1aj;s. worth of furpign merchandize was imported in 1835 and lfc8$, beyu&d 
the average of niore frugal yea rsi — vast imports brought a great revenue — the revenue ifas 
handed over to the pets lur safe keeping, and by them lent to their managers, to speculatej^ 
Tajwlaandlbia,orforthe£ccpmmqdaiianof the n^erchams at It lo^SO per cent,' interest* The 
jmblic lan4 sales, rose from ojpe-or'iwo millions to IS or 20 in a year— the stales Jent their crejt 
p banks, i^ iWtls roA'able wuh ini^esi, they bcgaA ^extyasive, canals railrQ&ds and other* jip- 
provements, oAen wfthout' system^ and with.n^ean, dishonest parasites as.their agenis-^the b^^ 
d1>T)06ed of Ui,eir cajuuls ;6r iancy stocks,^ Texas scrip, imd unsaleable properly— every bo4y 
took credit, 9k home and abrf)ad-Ti: rovisi^is loser— millions worth of produce, potatoes, Ac. 
were imported, for although we had lana, we had na leisuie to cultivate it.^The coontiy was 
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Ab a security, not only to bankers, but also to merchants, manufacturers, and, 
ftt ^ort, all persons who go into partnership in ti-ade or dealings, a complete 
revision and consolidation of the partnership laws would be invaluable to this 
ccMBOiumty. At present they are the crude provisions of the common law : 
and many capitalists are alarmed at the bare idea of an unlimited partnership* 

afflicted with an ov^^'stramed, distempered energy, ill directed. The national goremment was 
ijroe of debt, and Congreas had ardered many mUlions of its immense paper treasures to be difitri> 
bated or lent to the states— Jackson required specie at bis land-sales---$500,000,000 were due 
from the pablic to the banks— large sums fix)m the south and west to the sea-board cities — and 
the banks and commercial people were deeply tn debt to Europe. The expenditure or (he Tede- 
lal goremment was beyona its income, bat it had the power ot pledging poolic credit by plaeicg 
its treasury notes or due bills mto the hands of favorite bankers to be sold for gold ^nd silver, 
and its power was na too wisely used. Some six or eight bankers and great blading houses 
in England, allowed commercisu people oi' good and indifierent repute in these states to draw 
on them for vast amounts^ in payment of goods for the American market; character was no 
looser essential to success m lite; mercantile fums without capital or experience iOoe among 
as Uke mushrooms, and the verv nature of commerce was changed to speculative gambling, on 
a visionary, unstable basis. The English people did not understand the profligate game v3iiob 
Van Burcn and his aJUes were playing. Their confidence in American institutions and Anoe- 
rican honor was unbounded; and thev believed that the Hoyts, Olcotts^, Swariwouts, Mbrcys, 
l^ephen Aliens, Wrights, Flaggs, Biddies, Woodburys, Jaudons and Murrays of this new eoi^ 
tinent, possessed great financial skill. In the end they tasted its quaJity, to4heir cost. 

The Bank of England had been unusually liberal in 1835 and 1836, in its loans to joint stock 
banks, bill brokers, and especially to some seven or ci^dt commercial houses largely interested 
in the North American trade. Suddenly, the remittances from the United States begcn to 
slacken. The Bank, which now has sixty millions in gold in its cofiers, lound itself possessed 
of less than tw^enty millions in December, 1836, whilst it owed one hundred and filly millions. 
The Directors felt that the vast financial machine enu-usted to their care was in danger by their 
own carelessness; they called in their loans with unusual haste; and being privately aavitred, 
by intelligent correspondents on this side the ocean, of the tottering condition ol our credit system, 
as tinkered by the politicians, discouraged the purchase of the bonds ol' nearly all the borrowing 
Hates; raisea the rate of interest to five per cent.; depressed the value of commodities of aU 
sorts many millions; and thus recovered some tnirty or forty millions of specie, deemed essen- 
tial to the safety of the institution, and which they had too heedlessly parted wiUx. 

Blarly in 18a7, many heavy failures took place in the city of New York — and in May thai 
year our Safety Fund Banks, the Deposit Banks of New York, resolved to withhold payment oi 
their just debts-— the Dry Dock Bank led the way, and in a few days 950 depositories of real or 
Imagmary wealth were as bankrupt as Van Buren^s old Buffalo, or Butler and Hoyt's Wash- 
ington and Warren. Marcy and nis associates speedily legalized this monstrous 'fi-aud; and 
the state banks being relieved from all other checks than those of their paper exchanges and 
the visits of political commissioners, sold their specie for exDortation, and paid the demands of the 
government on them, in part, in a currency worth 80 to 94 cents per dollar. The city banks, 
however, reduced their loans from 46 to 30 millions, and their notes in circulation from 9 mil- 
lions to 2, being a withdrawal of credit equal to 23 millions. Of course, their brokers did 
a laree business, with notes of every grade in value, from one cent to one hundred—and 
English creditors were very easy with their debtors. The Bank of England allowed James 
Brown of Liverpool to draw on them for eight or ten millions of dollars to nrhold credit here, 
and of that sum I think he did draw for about one half. On the 5th of Dec. 1837, Van Buren's 
message told the public, that of thirty millions in the pet banks, government could not com- 
mand one. Ten millions of TreasuW notes were paia to the public creditors in lieu of real 
money, and these notes were receivea by the Custom House in payment of government duties. 
fiank bills were refused. 

♦ Tms Prm Banks.— The reader, by referring to the correspondence of Messrs. Flagg, Cut- 
ting, C. L. Livmgston, Marcv, Hoyt, and Phelps, will perceive, that when chartered bankii^ had 
be^ sold, and Uixtered, and berniined off to favorites, to make presidents and governors and 
sQch like, till the fabric of Van Buren knavery tottered to its base, a new leaf was proposed id 
be tnmea over, l^ making banking free, takmg the stock of Arkansas, Alabama, Pennsylva- 
nia. Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, &c, as securitv, or bonds and mortgages onprivate property 
in this State. How hot Hoyt, Flagg, CuUing, &c., were for this new Safety Fund 1 ft ended, 
like the first, bv giving us a 4>rinklmg of broken free n*ade banks ; ^ aome^ of them gigantic 
of whoTesi ' * ... . -T ., . . r« ,_,«__,. >^ 



schemes of wholesale knavery, like the North American Trust and Banking Company, J. 
D. Beers, President ; others equally desperate in character, but on a mimic scale. The pecH>le 
lost, by the insolvent banks, Irom 5 to 45 per cent on thf notes thev had taken, and what be- 
came of thoae who trusted mnda with them may readily be guessed. Aa to the g^ieral fn^ 
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bankingy with a remedy provided for neglect or dishonesty which is no lemedjr 
at all. Such a law, preceded by a commission of practical ioquiiy, is much 
wanted. On the t>th of March last, Mr. Hard, in Senate, expressed the opimon 
that " banks had cost this country, by their expansions, £ulures, and subsequeat 
revulsions, five hundred millions of dollars." Banks, like merchants, are very use- 
fol to society ; but as long as the government shall continue to be a sort of patent 
panic manufactory, and the laws not be made for the public benefit, we shall 
near continually of the stoppages and explosions of our defective financial 
machinery. What can be more insulting to the understanding of the American 
people, than to behold a league or band of their hired and well paid officials 

trade law. the Supreme Court have decided that the legislatore could not, on their oaths, ctn- 
utitutionally pass it, bnt the Senate of N. Y., as a Court of Errors, have declared, that as a 
Senate tiiey made no mistake at all. There was no odier banking in this state for the first 
twelve or fourteen years of its independence than free banking under the English partnership 
law. Levi M'Kecn's was a free bank ; so was Jacob Barker's Exchange ; but they did not 
solve the grand secret, stability and unifonnity of value. • Amos Kendall, like Sir Robert Fed, 
declares that "free banking is free gambling/' On the contrary, Mr. Bryant of the Post, 
would make banking free to alL He is a liberty boy in right earnest. He' would throw the 
reins over the horses" necks, and trust to their discretion not to upset the coach, so he would 
Elxperience, on the contraiy, would check the quadrupeds, and the editor of the Post, if he will 
but look at the results of free-banking in N. Y. since last he reviewed Kendall, may find that 
his own opinion requires reviewing also. Van Buren's idea of free-banking needs only to be 
stated. In March, 1817, he introduced a bill to Senate for a new banking system, providing 
that not more than five persons might associate as free-bankers, to be jointly and severally re- 
sponsible, and do business only at a place specified. In case the bank stop payment of its^ 
notes it snail pay ten per cent, interest on the amount to the holders ; its partners mu«?t not, 
while thas associated, buy grain, sell merchandize, or deal in securities or stocks, unless where 
they have to take them for debt. The bank to report once a year to the comptroller. In case 
any private banker or his cashier, clerk, or agent should be convicted of fraua in his business, 
he might be fined flrom a cent to $1,000, and sent between one day and seven years to state's 
prison. Why did not this last clause apply to chartered banks 1 

Governor Marcy denounced the N. Y. Restraining Law as a most odious monopoly in his 
message of 1837. Of course Van Buren had been friendly to it. On reference to Senate 
Journal, 1818, page 170, 1 find that the Restraining Law provided, that no individual, associa- 
tion, or body corporate, " shall keep any office of deposit for the purpose of discounting promis- 
•* fiory notes ; or for carrying on any banking business which incorporated banks are author- 
" izea by law to carry on ; or issue any bills or promissory notes as pnvate bankers, unless espe- 
" cially authorized by law." A clause in the bill exempted Jacob Barker's bank for three years 
from me monopoly ; and this was opposed by Col. Young, and Messrs. Bowne and Hammond. 
Next day, March 24th, Van Buren, Young, everybody went for privilege, and the bill passed. 

In 1840, Jan. 80, in Senate. Mr. Clay assumed it as a fact, that with this constitution, bank- 
paper will exist, and cannot oe put down. If it is stopped in one state, another will fl<x)d that 
state with its paper and get the profit. He instanced states which had opposed paper in eveiy 
shape, but finding that other states supplied it to them, changed their policy, in order that 
they might have some of the advantages of paper. 

Thiers tell us that the French Republicans disliked bank notes, and were enraged at the 
abolition of the assignals. " The intention of having recourse to the financial companies re- 
vived all prejudices. The government," thev said, " was going to give itself up again to stock- 
jobbers ; It was about, by establishing a bank, to ruin the assignats, and to destroy the paper 
money of the republic, in order to substitute for it a private paper created by jobbers." 

The Senate's Committee on Banks, Albany, April, 1845, document IH, describe, in part, the 
operation of the general banking law of 1838, thus : — There are institutions, " called banlc, 
princijMiJly owned by brokers in New York, whose sole or chief business is, to obtain bills from 
thexompCroUer and to put and continue them in circulation ; banks which do not lend money. 
Among these they mention the * Fanners and Mechanics' Bank of Ogdensburgh,' which had 
SS06 734 of their notes in circulation, and had not lent the public one cent ; the James' Bank, 
Amenia Bank^Farmers 4c Mechanics' Bank, Rochester, and two or three more : in all, eight ; 
capital $377 0^; notes in circulation, $545 800 ; loans and discounts to the public only 
$37,980. Would it not be as well for the republic to have the interest on this circulation as 
the few brokers that now get it 'i Probably even the $37,930 lent, is chiefly lent ». y these banks 
to their owners." The committee consider the White Hains Bank, and the Warren County 
Bank, and 8ev«nd others, to be of like character. These banks are not lenders of mon^, 
say the conunittee—they are borrowers. 
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tondtmn an important m^astnrey as vile, unprhicipled, infiunotis, revolationary, 
tyrannical, innately corrupt and baae, and an open violation of the constitnttoa ; 
and when they have thus crushed and bku:kened it, and left the country to be 
pillaged for years by other means of their providing, to see them all of a sudden 
wheel quite round about, and begin to puff and laud the same old and repudiated 
proposition, as if it were a voioe from heaven 1 Was it not thus that Polk, 
Wright, Croswell, Van Buren, and their interested allies acted in the matter of 
the sub-treasury and the pet, state, local, or treasury banks 1 

Secretary Duane replied to Gen. Jacksou^s recommendation of chartered state 
banks (of our politics) an being the best sub^treasuries for the party : ^' Trte- 
flury Department, July 10, 1833. Il is maidfegt that the wtlfare of the people 
demands^ that instead of being a partner in either^ they [the people] shouid be 
independent of both United States and local banks.'*'* To which Jackson res* 
ponded, ^ that he had himself asked Congress, so to organize the treasury de- 
partment as to dispense with banks, but that he had not been attended to by 
congress or the people," Sixteen months after that, the Glqbb, by Blair, thus 
officially expressed the deliberate opinion of Jackson, Van Buren,* Wright and 



* What waa tbb Jackson Rstobm to consist ur l^-It \n to end, said Blair, for Van Baren, " in the Sttp> 
prendon of all paper money undir $100."—'*! would myself banish all paper nraney under $100," said T H. 
Benton, in a leiterv*' Rtwrict all lasuea of bank bills below $10, forthwifh,'* quoth the Democratic Re^w^f— 



**Oold and silver coin is Jiicktnn money; notes with pictures on dvm, promising to pay, the baolc's money." 
8o said Blair, March S9, 1834. Did not tbo pinn of 1637 preserve ihe Jaclcson money eieluaively for the rich T 
Were not the contradirtorv plans of Van Buren and Polk tried ? Did ihey do more or Iisa ibsn rob the honest 
to enrich the baae nnd artfnl t Did not the OloU pour forth hosannahs to the exclusive gold curency of the 
^ Union, ending in Jesse Iloyt'a knavery here, and nailonal banicrnptey, repodiation, shin plasten, and Silas 
Wright 1 In J837, the Albany Regency issued a manifr-«to, through the Argws denooiicing the looo focos, and 
declaring Uiat '* tliry never entertaioi'd the visionary project of an exclusive metallic currency ;" but the Oiobej 
by aiafr, had prophesied, in 1834, that **in seven months from this time, bank rags will be aboiisbfMl, and Che 
whole conutry will be overspread with gold." In 1834, Siias Wright abhorred the bank and state divorce, and 
'^bad the most entire confidence in the full and complete success of the [pet bank] experiment,*' by means of 
which a few hundred gambling leaders pillaged the usftal classes of society to the extent of twenty milUons of 
dollars. In 1837, we And Wright exclaiming, " What, then, can Congn'ss do 7 We answer, try the yet untried ex- 
" pedient. Produce n perfect and entire separation between the finajices of the nation and all the banks of iMue, 
** or disoouot, however, or bv what authority existing ; between the luitioiial treasury and thwe artificial ere*' 
" tions of les islatlon upon which we have so unfonunatel v attempted to depend, we have tried the l^ith ot 
" Ihese soulless existeuccs, in all their forms of being, and that faiih has always failed us in the hour of utmost 
** need. Now let us try the faith of natural persons, of moral accountable agents, of freemen. Let Congress 
** trust the safe keeping of the public treasure with citizens, a>« such, nnd not as bank corporators : with men re- 
** spmwible to hself, and not to moneyed Insdtntions.*' At this hour, (March, 1846.) the state of New York, with 
Wright at the head of it, and ihe United States government, with Polk at the helm, are trusting t^n millions of 
money, steadily, to the nrtlflcial ercailons, the soulleM exiscences, which always fUl, while the admmistratkm Is 
holding up as ''the great salvalkin,'* Ihe old subtreaflory scJieme of 1840. Are not such men a blot In the nalion- 
aj t.'seatcbeon 1 General Harrison, in his inausural, aald, *' if there li* one measnre better calculated than aii« 
** other to produce that state of things, by which the rich are daily adding to ttielr hoards, and the poor sinking 
*'de«p<*r into penury. It is an exclusive metallic currency. Or if there is a process by which the charoeier of tlie 
** eonntry for generosity and nobleness of feeling may be destroyed bv the great Increase and necessary tolerati<.u 
" of usory, it is an exclusive metallic currency." Now tho state and U. 8. government continually art as if tlisy 
really belleTod this, while they continue, nevertheless, lostUy to vociferate In favor of a change, in order that they 
mav tet popular favor and pick np votes. 

When Van Baren*s Sub-Treasury came into operation, in New York, It made rare sport to the Wall sirwt 
whs. Tsbbets, a cowHirvRiive blacksmith, hammered oat an nnmense Iron vault or safe, at a cnet of $R,000, lo 
bold, not the specie, bat the bank notes, while the specie was in the banks, or paying fi)r American purchases in 
Cl>taa or Japan. The irtm vault was all a deception to blind the real raros till after the reflection of Tan 
Buren. In tlinee days, Hoyt and bis cashiers received in payment of duties, In Ilea of specie, the merchant's 
ebeek upon a bank, endorsed **payable m specie," with bank notes of specie paytag banks. The checks and the notes 
w«t« oocasinnally kept In the iron vault, but the coin remained in tlie bank vaults ; and if one went to Stephen 
AUen, the receiver general, to get money for a treasury note, he too paid in paper. The Cblleetor made Ms de- 
posits In a bank, and then reported to Alien as receiver twice a week--che divorce of bank and state, therefore, 
m New York, consisted in placing the revenue in banks, and receiving no tpecle, or as little of it as poMible, for da- 
ties ; also In passing the paper dollars through the hamds of lloyt and Allen instead of only one of them. On the 
11th of September, 1837, Beimett said In his Herald, thai Calhoun might be going ultra with Van Buren in order 
to break mm dowir One thfasg Is clear, Butler, Hoyt St, Co^ so mannged the lariflT, the sab- treasury and thn eel- 
lecthiu of the revenue, as to deceive the south, by Sfipearlng to folli>w one line of ptilicy while in tmth they were 
doing their very utmost against it. A state f^ub treasury i« talked of now at Albany, but it*s all talk. Flan does 
not want it. Horace Gn^l*y says, " the Manhattan and Bank of the Stale here, the Parmeis and Mechanics* at 
Albnny, nnd two or three more pet * monsters ' have the handling, keeping, and anr*«iricted lending of the Fburor 
Five Millions per annum, collected aiidTlisbarsed by onr Statv, on terms far more lax than tiNise accoidod by 
tfm Federal QovenimeiiL All this vast amount is regularly o«tllected and diapers- d In Batik Noiee— not a sdvar 
of coin about the bosfaiess— and oor Comptroller and the Banks are always playing into each other's hands, ftar 
■infttAl advantage." 

Van Buren wrote Governor Reynolds, March 6tb. 1841, praislnff **« mixed eurreacy, composed of • will 
taiBiieed and baiaiootoas co-opeiation of the standard at vnlue and its paper representative.*' Benum canvaaal 
fbr VIM BttrsBi la 18M|«i being ** a real hanl aioney ma/' JacloKHi says, in his letter lo Mosss Dawioo, **| 
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the pftrty then in power, relatire to a renewal of Duane's propositiooy wkea 
fonnallj made in Congresa : (^'^ The propoeition of Mr Leigh ' to dissolva ^ 
4^ ail connection between the treasury and banks,' is disorgaDizii^,revolu-^ 
09» tionaiy, subversive of the fundamental principles of our government <^ 
09» and its entire practice, from 1789 down to this day ; it is as palpable*^ 
09»as the Sun, that the effect of the scheme would be to bring the public «4^ 
09^ treasure much nearer the actual custody and control of the President <^ 
0^ than it is now, and expose it to be plundered by a hundred hands, ^ 
09» where one cannot now reach it.'' <^ When I say that this is the delibe- 
rate statement of the Globe of Nov. 20, 1S34, by authority — that the journals 
of Congress show that the proposition (and for the same reasons too,) was reject- 
ed by the nearly unanimous votes of Jackson and Van Buren's friends— Hfaat 
the faithlessness of pet banks was as well known and tested in 1834 as in lii37 
-—that Calhoun, in Senate, March 21, 1834, when discussing the question of 
excluding all but specie from the receipts oi the government, said, ^^ But tfaeie 
is in my opinion a strong, if not an insuperable objection against resorting to 
this measure, resulting from the fact that an exclusive receipt of specie in the 
Treasury would, to give it efficacy and to prevent extensive speculation aad 
fraud, require an entire disconnection on the part of the government with the 
banking system in all its forms, and a resort to the strong box as the means of 
preserving and guarding its funds — a means, if practicable at all, in the present 
state of things, liable to the ^objection of being far less safe, economical, aad 
efficient than the present," adding *' my impression is, that a new bank of the 
U. S., engrafted upon the old, would be found to combine the greatest advan- 
tages, and to be liable to the fewest objections ;"* and that same year he remark- 
am, and ever have be(*n, oppoted to all kinds of sovernment puprr currency, let h be derivinl dmm tbe exrbeqwr 
or oiherwlae.** Van Bar»n began h» reifn by tlte iman of a ** gnvernnient pnper ciinrncy," in Uie form of irra- 
rary nntea. While Vmn Burea is for a well balamecd, mtued eurrencf, Jackson nsks ^a«v^on Whetf is lie use of 
a ptiper currency? Netih<r the morciiant nor iaboicr wants It. It is one nf the rivatest humbupitn say 
that tbert Is not specie eitooi^h In the world to nnswe-r alt the necessary wnnts of the community. Loiik at Caba. 
Tnrre Is no paper there. Now here are coiifllctlag itplnions, ami yet Van Bun'n, in his tnaufrtiral, aays thai he 
Iiad compI*^ly agrofd with Jackson In Htntimeni, and h.id partakvti largely of liis confldt-nce. Wlio will sappsse 
that It was otnerwlsfj 1 Yet it Is evident there is deckled opposition here. Who was siuceie 1 

* What u Bnolamd abopt 1— la May, ISM, Sir Robert Pt^l said, in parliimrai, that *' there are a onmber of 
people who tMnk that tbe trade In bank nou-s should be as rasa as the trade in any thine Hse ; and tbm no mtf 
danger will arise fVoin a frev manufacture of paprr moDey, n-stinf on mutuul credit and 'coiiUdetice, than fnan iba 
fraa maiinfacture of any oiiier article. But experience tells against tit is otiinicin : and wiihlii the last half cen- 
tury three iiatkNis have felt, bi trnnnidous force, the evils arising from the abuse of paper money. These na* 
tkoa am France, Britain, and liie Uniird States: France, during the first revolution, when the ctv«r i^vue of the 
aiate paptr money, calk-d ossvnals, cauaed fearful havoc; Brtinin, during ibe war, wlien the Bank Restriobn 
Am, Uiougta giving, in the firm in:4aiiee, an unnatural expansitia of trad«'. ai'd a Aetiikms pn«perity, eniailisd 
afvUaon us under which we are suSbriiig at tbe nreiiettt moment ; and the United States at diiferent periods, bat 
eapadallv wtibui the lia« elKhtorni.te years. Their ezp>rirace ought to teach evt^ry conimetciai aatiim tbe 
l<«nn which has bt«a uuaht the people nf th«w countries through so mueh sulTeriiig^a lesson which procUiw 
emphatically thai, though paper oHNiey may be, like fire, n neecsMry ng^nt and a useful servant. It is aim, like 
fire, a terrible mast<ri^-as a river carefully held wfthin embaaknients, it may serve as a convenient medium of 
iraneiL but when it rlaes as a flood, it swet-ps every thioa vaiuMble away, if exposed to its lesisiless fuiy." 

Mr Robert deflnsd money to be British coin, aad bank notes to be promissury notM payable In that cola en 
denviud. The latter he defined to be a substitute for money, otierating upon prtc«« as m<mf y does, ruut perfvm- 
ing similar functions. Bank notes eoouomiied the uwe of metallic money— if by them we dispensed wiui five cr 
sliminiuiMofgold and silver, we send thn specie to other lands or uses. The Bank of England had found, a 
hundred years ago, that when it lesseni-d the quantity of its nou-s in circulation ii rectified tbe exchai«es. Papsr 
mensr mot be convertible taito coin at Ui« will of the bolder, and there mn»t be some check to prevent the icsoiis 
which anlimiiad competition and the absence of eootrol bod bniught on the Untied States, through execsti of 
ISMMW. Wiien nriees rise and speculation Is active the country banker isNies more n^'tes. At such a ume he 
ought to lessen his Issocs. Sir Robert thmight that a single bank issuing bank notes for tlte whtile kingdon 
Might be rendered far more mtochleviuia than useful, and held It m be good policy u> woHl wiUi the tools we 
have He next prooertled to sute bis plan relative to the Bank of England. It was to retain iia pnvileses, bat 
ks departmenu of issiiiag notes and bonUng, were tit be wparated. It might Imsuh pnpiT, based on the Liaiis k 
hsd nnade aad would make to mvemnieiit, liieluding exchequer Mils, iiamHy $6:i.000 000 ; and a weekly acci>aBt 
of ta notes out, aad specie on haiiil, must be publiKheil. lis nntes would be a lawful tender, thus aecuied. ai all 
after plaees but the bonk, where they must be always cotivertlMe into gold «>f standard valut; im demand. No 
WW bank u> be emttod, with tbe power lo lasue paper as money, but existing banks might iseiie notes equal vt 
tbe avaraae of their previous ctoeulalioa, suldrct to a weekly puUicaikM of aU tlnir liahlUii.'s. Jutait stock 
bnoks tif be bound by the acts of their directors, but their shareholders are to be made fme from bdog Ilalta 
'**.*• !!2i!!f *?**^S?^ s h a r eh o hk ra , as now, under the Baglisb law of paitnerahip. All banka of bnie ta 
2S5V •*!!"$!?* I»""*«^ ^ ^ »««■ «f •" ^^ pMtnefs, that the public saay know who are nspeii- 
iim faamhak tm i war tta w . Every mw bank OMHt hava the aMMton of soymmumu, fat onler la n^fi» 
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ed, thftt should the depoaites not be restored to the U. S. Bank, he wodd, (as 
Le afterwards did,) go for a prohibition of bank notes in all the dealings of the 
government, the reader will at once perceive that the leaders of the democracy 
of the north betrayed their tru9t«-^hat, knowing that the pet banks were unsafe, 
irresponsible, they leagued themselves with them ; and that their after conduct 
in endeavoring to give the people the inferior currency, and the officeholders 
tbe superior ; Buffalo Bank rags to the farmer, golden eagles to Wright, Polk, 
Van Buren, and the rest of the lawmakers ; they betrayed the people, and 
showed to all men, that sordid, selfish, and meaply ambitious motives had guided 
th6ir whole condnct. 

General Jackson condemned the sub-treasury in toto, and removed Duane 
from his high office for advocating a bank and state divorce. ^^ It is considered 
i^inst the genius of our free institutions," said Jackson, '^ to lock up in the 
Vaults' the treasure of the nation ; such a treasure would doubtless be employed 
at some time, as it has been in other countries when opportunity tempted am^ 
fatition." *' Individual agents would probably be found less responsible, safe^ 
convenient, and economical " than the banks, quoth Woodbury ; Swartwout, 
tod* Hoyt did all they could to prove him in the right. " If Gen. Jackson had 
snggested such a system [the Sub-Treasury] wiiat peals of pitriotic incUg- 
naiitm would have burst from eloquent senators against the ftsurper and tyrant 

ttoa, with a defined form of trutt deed, and a rrgular nndU of nceounts. In case the Bank of England 
■bould ihink fit to circolate mnrc bank iioteai than 69 mUliona. it miiat first get the eniiseiii of ibrt-e luembere 
of the cabinet, and the proAin of the nzceas of lasue would eo lo the 8tll^^ (l." iie^v charter was to run for 
fl fears, vrttii Ubeny to parliament to interfere afU'r 10 yenra yhould (he public mid sfttle down In favor 
•tf«*iily oiie bank tn iawie bank notes in the Kingdom. No notes to be i-*Hued In England iindT jC5. say 24 d<iUai«. I 
lenrivml fri»in Ilonrv Waburton, an English M. P., tiic f*li> report of the i«cret conmiitt*'e*« mvestieHtictD of 
the nffiiir« of the Bank of Ens'aiid ; ii was ?ery volnmlnotis, but I have lost it. l1or..cf! Binn- y nrgii< d ably 
Iri 1634 In Cnngre^a, that a deranged currency is a plain vinlniinn of tlf co >siitutioial pledge, that the obll- 
isa'inn lo fiildi a contrnct must not be imp«ir>rd, and m> it ii, for *' What is the worth of Hoyihinc 1 *Ti« Just 
as much a« it will b ins;'* and If a pmmbie to (my a dollar iw not met by paving the dollar, any l.w made^ 
Uarcy like, to proect tn- hanker, nr thmw difficulties In the way of collection^ is a ciirar violation of the funda- 
nental contract that bind* miciety a« the U. S. The Engliah law better provides for thu fulfitment of tlie promise 
to pay Uian she law lieri', but is susceptible of great iniproveucnt. 

• Dishonest Lawgivers. — ^Por a Collector of Customs to take a solemn oath to do his duty 
fiiiihfully, hLs chief duty beino: to receive fhe revenue levied from the people by Jaw, and pay 
it over fur the national uses, for him to take thi*; oath, and then rob the treasuh' of S^320,000, 
as Jesse Hoyt did, is foulperjur}- abided to a worse crime than theft. The thief hangers, or is 
in rags, and he steals. We did not tnist him. We take precautions against all such. But 
Hoyt was trusted — made not less than S40 000 to 50,000 a year by his office — ^had his relatiqns 
in places of emolument — and had therefore no temptation to betray his country as he did. Van 
Buren, Wright, and their friends either framed the sub-treasury act so that it would punish 
jogues like Hoyt, or they pretended to do so. I know, by a year of close imprisonment, that'if 
a stranger, true as steel to liberty and democracy, land on these shores to-day, ignorant of your 
laws, some old act, that had never been enforced against a native, will be foand, to punish him 
severely if he goes a hair's breadth beyond the line of strict neutrality. When the whig dis- 
trict attorney and the secretary of the treasury ordered Hoyt to be criminally prosecuted for his 
embezzlement, his old friend Judge Betts found that the law did not apply to cases like 
Jesse's ! ! ! So, loo, Senator Breese, of Illinois, in Congress, Jan. 1844, moved for an inquiry 
into the law passed by the whig Congress, August 13, 1841, continuing the punisliing clauses of 
1840. He had witnessed a trial in Illinois, in June, 1843, where a Receiver of the national Reve- 
nues wafi charged with embezzling the people's cjjsh. The fellow was guilty — ^not a doubt of it 
—but the quibble that cleared him was, he had been removed from office. In McNulty's case, 
his misconduct was evident. Would a House of Congress, the majority of the members of 
which were composed of his political friends, havo turned him off so discreditably, had not his 
offence been more " clear ana unquestionable ' than Polk's 54" 40' 1 Yet he got clear through 
die dishonesty of the system. How did Price, Swartwout, and hundreds like them get clear 1 
Bennett shall' tell you. His eightyears of intimacy with Van Buren qualifies him as a witness. 
In the N. Y. Herald, Dec. 10, 1858 (long before Jesse's explosion), Bennet says : '* When 
win Jesse Hoyt run away 1 Defalcations are no crime. Mr. Van Buren, in his Message, 
proposes to make defalcations of the public money felony, and punishable in the State Prison. 
Nonsense ! Neither party will agree to such an absurdity ! Never." I am sorry to see suoh 
tiiingB said; still more so when I find that they cannot be disproved. 
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Tt'ho desired to ^et the millions oi the treasury into the very bands of his par- 
tisaus and parasites." This is from Van Buren's echo, the Washington Globe. 
Mr. Xbomas Ritchie, too, chimed in with the chorus of official indication 
against the sub-treasary. Listen to Thomas as -he talks to ^ Old Virginie' 
through the columns of the Richmond Enquirer : 

" We have objected to the Sub-Treasury scheme, (ao called.) that in the first place, it will 
enlarge the Executive power, already too great for a Republic ; 2a[Vj that it contributes to 
mdsLnget the-aecurity of the public funds ; ukd thirdly, that it is calculated to produce two car- 
rencies--a baser one for the people, and a better one for the government. The more we reflect 
upon the matter, the more we read the speedies of the orators on both sides, the more firmlv ve 
are satisfied of the strength of these objections." " It is certainly subject to very strong objec- 
tions, not the least of which is the very great increase of patronage to which it must give rise, 
and a patronage of the most dangerous mfiuence, as being so immediately connectedwitfa the 
public money. " But I can see no advantage, and on the contrary, a fruitful source of mischief 
m making govermnent officers the keepers of the cash. Place about them what guards yoa 
may, in the shape of commissioners, mspectors, or whatever else, peculation ttnu be enma. 
Tkere is tm secwity in it, and it will involve heavy and unnecessary expense. The chief and 
overruling objection, however, is the endless source of patronage to which it would gtrc rlaa 
Make the machinery as simple as you may, and open to view, wherevei^ money is, templatifln 
will creep in, and corruption in every form follows at the heels." 

In 1834, James K. Polk was the organ of the U. S. Treasury in the House 
of Representatives. Listen for a nnoment to Mr. Chancellor Polk :* 

" A corporation may be safer than anv individual agent, however re^nsible he may be. 
because it consists of an association of individuals who have thrown together tKeir aggregated 
wealth, and who are boimd in their corporate character to the extent of their whole capital 
stock for deposits. In addition to this the secretary of the Treasury may require as heavy col- 
lateral security in addition to their capital stock paid in, from such a corporation, as he cooM 
from an individual collector or receiver, which makes the government aeposit safer in the 
hands of a bank, Uian it could be with an individual. It may be well Questioned whether the 
heaviest securi^ the most wealthy individual could give, could make tne public deposits aife, 
at the point of uurge collection. In the city of New York, half the revenue is collected. Sew* 
ral miUions of public money may be in the hands of a receiver at one time, and, if he be o(»» 
rupt, or shall engage in speculation or trade, and meet with a reverse of fortune, the los 
sustained by the government would be inevitable." 

♦ Knowledoe is Power. — To show what chances there are, through our gambling spiasak 
of politics, to defraud the millions, I state the following case from the Courier and Enquirer of 
Dec. 10, 1832, where it appears, headed " Stockjobbing— Stupendous Fraud." It is possible 
enough that John Van Buren may have made money by his father's and Jackson's Messages, 
as well as by Marey's, but whether Webb and Noah haid good grounds for what they afrnn 
as to Mumford and Cambrelenj I know not They say, that on Nov. 29, the price of a share 
of U. S, Bank stock at the boalfi of brokers was 115i— and that Jackson's message lowered it 
in two days to 104^ — that 14,500 shares were sold on tijne^ between Wed. Nov. 29, and next Wed. 
morning; equal to $1,635,000, leaving a nctt profit to the Wall street stockjobl)ers, of ^,000 
nearly. The C. & £. asserts that Cambreleng and Mumford knew what would be said in the 
message-— that Mumford had boasted that Jackson gave him a copy of his message on Satur- 
dajr night at 11 ; and if so, two days were left clear to the gamblers in the secret, for the mes- 
sage appeared on the Wednesday. What a melancholy thin<^ it is, that men who are elevated 
on the snoulders of the people to hiflfh honor, should so often forget the noble path before them, 
and turn rotmd to wallow in the mire of sordid, grovelling selfi.shness! The U. S. Bank was 
hated by the local institutions, because while they cliarged the hea\y di.scount of S7 off $lW, 
the nationad institution exacted but $6. 

Walker, the new Secretary of the Treasur}', lias great influence with Polk, and Marcy 
manages the one through the other. Buchanan i& on less familiar and intimate terms with the 
president. He hold^ office, more on account of his ability and standing, and of the state d 
Pennsvlvania, than any personal feeling of friendship. When Van Buren got to be president 
in 1837, 1 think he could have pa.«<sed the sub-treasuiy had he been in earnest— but his friends 
had the whole revenue in their hands as it was, they made much money by using it in fiivorite 
banks, and I daresay that good bonuses were secretly given in some form by dealers in it In 
1840, when the term was nearly out, and a re-election doubtful. Van Buren pressed the new 
scheme, early enough to show that he meant to hoax the oountr}' in that too. Polk and 
Walker talk sub-oeasuiy fashion also, but are in no haste to enforce the principle. Walker 
tries it with Corcoran & fUggs, Washington^-has taken every dollar of public money from 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

ProJUgate Ptiblic Expenditure of Van BvareUy as Preiident^Orestes A, firMOfiMW 
— FVancU Preston Blair y arui the Globe — Van Buren^s standard for PoHtical 
Writers --National Debt— The 200,000 MMa Plan— Log Rolling— Edurin 
Croswetl and John Van Buren — Veto Power Suspended— Waste of this Reve" 
ntte — Post Office Late — Silas Wright and Slavery — Electioneering in JTy.— 
Hewing the Press — Covetousness, 

I HAVE already alluded to many parts of Van Buren's public conduct during 
hia presidential term, and there ia much that ought to be noticed for which 
I have no room in this volume. In his early life, -and in matters which related 
to cash, he was covetous and mean — but in his management of the public finan^ 
ces there was none more profligate. His conduct in *the Canada troubles, to- 

the banks in that citj', and given $500,000 to thfm, to specnlate on, without interest ! Corcoran 
was once greatly cmbarrawed in money matters; his partner, Riggs, is wealthy. The qnc*- 
tkm is asked here, whether they got this $500,000 to dabble in the stocks in Wall street with 
it 1 They might have information beforehand of changes by which vast sums might be saved 
or gained. A cabinet minister, or more than one, might divide the spoil with them. In Vol- 
taire's time, one of the king's secretaries told him w^hen to buy and sell stocks. Somebody may 
tell Corcoran and Riggs also. What a pity it is that crises must be created that knaves may 
grow rich! One of the Baltimore resolutions was a^inst surplus revenues. Why have we 
ten millions of a surplus lent to 400 bank director;, who are chiefly cunning stockjobbers, and 
pay no interest to as, while the nation is paying interest on debts that might be bought up and 
paid with the money 1 I begin to think that the Baltimore Convention of 1844, Walker, But- 
ler and all, was a vile trick on society for the gain of a few. At present, 50 banks, with a host 
of gambling managers, hold eight or ten millions of the public money, not to lend it to upright 
merehanLs and manufacturers, but to sport with, like *my dear Jesse' and his man Jonn, in 
belting, stockjobbing and cleetioneoring. If Walker hold on to tlie Treasury for a year or 
two, heMl clear old scores and may give wav to some other victim of speculation. 

In 1838 and 1840, Senator McDuffie said that "the Sub-Treasury was the only remaining 
alternative, unless we returned to the notorious pet-bank system, which gave to the Feder^ 
Elxecutive a more dangeroas and comipting influence than any other scheme ever suggested; 
and which had been condemned by experience, and J^ denounced by both parties in succes- 
sion." I auote McDuflie from tlie South, Carolinian, and bid the reader remember that Polk, 
Marcy ana Walker, talk sub-treasury now, but have stuck to the dishonest treasury pets of 1834, 
all of them knowing as well that their country will be plundered wholesale through their means, 
is Woodbury did in a like ease in 1838, or Dallas in 1815. 

* Orkstcs a. BRowNflON.—Stnee writing the following letter, Mr. Brnwnson, as well as myself, has seen 
rmand for good hope that the cause of national freedom roixht be promoted by peace. EnglAnd has sot 
the territory she coveted, with the consent of Wright, Tallrondge and Calhoan, the latter of whom, with He 
DuiBe, though ready to cat the connection with the 17. 8., to ftet rid of taxation at the Charleston Custom 
House, and althongh acknowledged in the London Times to be England's firmest friend In this republic, nned 
annexation because if English influence were to prevail in Texas it would interfere with our tariff! ! ! Eng 
land sees a proud and angry spirit in the western suites which the political rascals In Washington wish to use 
fbr electioneering purposes next election. I am sorry that her long mi'sgovemnicnt of Canada, the wanton cru- 
el ties her agents practised on so many worthy and true-hearted men, the manly xons of fteedom who were sent 
tc the gallows by her commands, have roused feelings in the west which I could now desire to see allayed, for 
the past is lieyond recall. 

Ore§te» Jl. Bravmson. of MasBoekMsetU, to W. L, Mnckeniie^ when in Roehe»tor Prison. 

Boston, April 92, 1840. Dear Sir : Though personally a stranger to yuu, I have yet for some time been 
wishing to express to yon my sympathy with yonr attachment to the cause of Freedom for the Canadas, and 
my sincere regret that your attachment to that cause should have met in this land of professed Freedom, no 
better reward than a Jail. I have a fellow feeling with. I was about to say, all Rebels ; at least with all who 
stragsle nfftinst power and seek to secure for the people a portion of their long lost liberty. All governments 
which have hitherto existed have been founded in oppression and maintained by fraud and force.— They have 
been based on Ininstlce. and opposition to them is the cause of God and Man. Our own government, in theory 
is based on the n/hts of man, (bonded on justice ; but it has hitherto been administered In all Its depnrtntenis, 
qnlle too much in accordance with the maxims of the governments founded on the opposite thcor\'. in forming 
Mreovernment we acted from ourselves, and were original, but in managing it we borrow from the pmctice of 
the Old World. We read Its literature, study its politics, its jurisprudence, its philosophy, and lose sight of 
oar own principles. Hence it Is, that there is a 9triking discrepancy between our theory and our practice, be- 
tween the eneouregemenu we hold out to the IHeude of liberty abroad and the actual reception we give them. 
This to not all. We have never achieved our independence on England. We are scarcely less dependent on 
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vn-is the FTorUZa In^iais, ud the people of Mexico and Texas, it ekewhere 
hntdj DoUced. Ic wou.d be impossible tor aoj cmndid vriter to praise it. No 
maa cou d be iD>re o?s«?qjioas than Van Bvirra was to the sooth while ill 
power, jet tLej deserted Liok io 1S40 ; aad in iS44 when his Bame came up for 
M. third trial, they coodesceoded to give him (j^twelre rotes. In truth, thej 
dJaliiMfi'd bhn ; all parties have duoe so in torn >io man profinaed to afret 
■MKe eordialiy than be ciid with Jacksoo, in 182S, in favor of ooe term only ; bat 
im that also the result proved that he was iik&incere. 

Jacksoo left oiSce with 30 or 40 miUioQS in the banks of Van Boren's seledioB 
—he left the country out of debt. Although the banks sospendtrd cash pay- 
ments, yet most of them paid in uncurrent paper. The revenue ^as enoroKMU, 
but Van Buren expended it all* and left a public debt, March 4, 1841, ol 

tke Bftmh BtopHe mtm ikaia ve wen M^^e tbr ntrfsf^m ef^ We ian ant »■«■• fai n^tfi to Ik* IM- 
l^h G^ w e n m rn mi the vivc nTeqQiU. We cm 4 aesaee Fnace aa4 «ftkaw j>iiic«, tal wt dam a« el- ap M- 
erpt te •« apalvvefic arwic e^va ^•v rv:ku^Ce*.JML lueucxc^ «<'£3 Lvs Benrhara opined laiocflertaMl 
nh hr. Cfe<it Bocmo h « c • :.>"i « ;« r. m rfcnr tRr.v>r. vhcb fka anals tot dw ywiipnia af a«- 



wtKtt her ?C<^h 4M«r c^n €••«•<" ««, aa4 vh'ch if r<««>.acid arvaW pre Wr. ta caae atf^ war v>th ikw CMalif, 
•■t^afVklevtftvibiny tkna-mad bka. AbiL ».r. U-s 'err.u<ry »tk« « : ocun ucles^ 1 atai frraily deocifM. 
Tlw —iKr « ' l« letiled t«v » c i. ut^Tm ««. umS we 9Jt.>!' »ar7eadcr •» Imt tiie nm n«ai iitfT«aiap)B iln dwiiw 
The n»*«m nf I.**-)-* h b* be <: ini .n ^ :•- c <««e c «i«incfr^ rcvL'^t w.th Gtnt Br tx a. l^c rnnawKliI laW- 
«i« uf thU o uBtrv \* rnctn i rW tn l>ri*a4. umI we caa bjkTtr aoo^iriTei^f wixk her witti»ai amisf the 
wtail e tw^aev p«rt -tf r qr riNfuccc ly 4|[ *tk»i i ar u«ni p.Terao <*L Ta < car piTernawm feeH, aad knet tti 
laaw •afam^Ma to Bnt-vh Amerce Here, sir. is (Iw «ccret rt'\««riMi^.''oaii«ttL It ia doi, air. tbat «a 4e 
ax ift^e Piev^in. ib^c we d« n>< knnw b 'W b* apcMvrHue i«i iiiaiiii >. bai tbat we ai* alraid oC f4aada| 
Eaflind We Inr er a»t «i«ia< hi.a<v Aad EMke «>ar<«.Tc-» a ave-wned -a ike E>nb id ple«3« ibe Ukdiag pafiv« 
of* nr c«»iPntaB If, I »!■ «• fry t^-4( ii i« *■«. iMit I alakf^i iJe<pt j^ nf its beU'f ••cherwUe. OUaerwisc h will aol 
W wtfbnaia w^r wtb K zkrH. »b1 «h.rh, i« in:ich as 1 deprecaie war. i> the raJy tbtag wbich Iubk *ai«a 
Ca^ke nf mtia; Ibe rep . --. ^".A ihe v • —^r :i oxne-* the tMrtapr. F«ir x\ «r cf fU k> aKcma Um iadayeadean 
«f the C»a4dt«. a« one nf (he fr«a4« f>f Prvcd- tt. I th«ak pn^. | A> n.n tbiak the iaM ftv ilwir iBitpaa> 
de*ca ba« ecvme. boc it w.ll cine. The oJ' oixi sy-iem aiita be adOLcd-ictO, far pabltc ofkatua thmoitboal 
Ika trorW U Cut vecrmc m ine pi.ri Ui-v: •>.•€ a%l. -a sba.'l eiercii^ i:«i.i "lon r%vr anoih«-r no Innfer ifa^ 
Ihe u«b»r Uzity r<*a-«eol%. Wi(h my rnyeri t'v ibe '«rre>ty arrm! if tie lbm when y«or coanirjBen hall bl 
ff'^. aad oij t^'Vt that ynti w;!! t'.cd ere tht» mchea }ca yucr uara fkecdwa. I aoi, air, with piwl iia pi l H 
J*mr§, O. A. BaovaaoR. 

* Fa^jfCTs pRC-TTox BL4rii, Editok op the Globc — Martin Van Boren, prasideat of the 
TJntted Staler in 1^40, hp.s been spoken of with pert'oct ireetiooi thronghoot this Toh u ne. Bdiif 
flomewbat at a lobs ioT a ^nitaMe democnuk stanci^ird oi propriety, wbcn swaking of grett 
men, or men wbo h^d held hi.'h situations, a friend advised me to take the Van Bnroi aWM^ 
aid, ihe Globe, by Blair. In a letter A^aed Lindcnwald, April 24, 1815, Van Boren wriies J. 
C. Ki7ts, ** 1 ihzLk yoa very kin^y for your ncWe and manly letter upon the snbjeet of Ibe 
traatler of the CZ^rstabii^hment, and repeat uiih pieasure what I have abvady said lo Mr. 
Blair, chat J^I appbove or Tom colrse throlghoct.' jtj 

Genera] Harrison became president in 1841. In li^O his character was before the people 
The OlaU uid of him, March 5, 1S40: ''Let them [the Sooth] beware how they fibBe 
r(4iMmrt in the ycrsanlity or snb&erriency of a weiik, rain oid man, in Ihe doiase of 
ejqnrinf ambition. The combination of weakness and vanity with threescore and lea, lanoi 

ao easily governed Let Mr. T)'Ier mount his M we; dier-beaten pony [Harrisoo], in the 

eipectatioD of g'Jiding him at wit! A weak old gentleman, whose vanity, alwars his 

kadinf charactt- risiic, U ever^* da^* pampered with fi&tteries, and whose obstinacy is only in- 
creased by the imbeciJity ot &^e.'' A^ain (March 0), "Goodt Harrison, a goestpinr old 
lady, and an arailabic, who lives on a sinecure clerk:»hip in a city, bat is pretended to oe t 
lamer living in a log cabin, and drinking hard cider." Once more, (March 17,) **Tbe 
Wnigs are making great exertions for toe ou> granvt, but all to no eflKct." This is Van 
Barm's affbovkd standard of delicacy, when speaking in the name of a president in office, 
about a seneral in the armies of the republic, then a candidate for the succession, throogh t 
pretM pajd and pampered by the people s agents. Apply Van Buren s standard to my book, 
and uaine me if von can! 

This same Globe, approved bv Van Buren "throughout,*' speaksof'* Mr. Calhoun, wbo 
never told ^he troth when a falsehood would serve his turn." Again, it describes Calhoun 
thus: " There was one, however, Reprcbaie Spirit that conid not bear to look on the brigand 
anspiclons day [of Van Buren's installation, Mar. 3, 1837,] and it was a pleasure to ali tbat 
the lace of OKJatiline was not seen on that occasion !" Calhoun's relative, Pickens^ tboi 

skelchpd Blair: "A galvanized corpse That hideous visage whereon envy uad malig- 

liity are blended in cadaverous union.*' It would seem that Calnonn and Pickens had also 
approved of the Globe and its language, for without their aid Blair and Rives had not beat 
docted public printers in 1840. 

BUur May9 of himself, that before he was 91, he aet up in life with a lucrative office, a cl«ik 
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$7,447,799| which Tjlei increased other ten and a half millioos. Sinoe Folk 
came into power, he has had on hand a continual surplus of eight millions, bat 
instead of devoting it to the payment of the public debt^ on which the country 
is paying interest, he lends it to a host of electioneering bank directors who 
use it chiefly in stock speculations. The profligate expeiKliturea in Florida,* io 

in a court, a good wife, a foruine with her. That the speculations of the times swallowed up 
his means, made him a bankrupt, and that he surrendered his pto]3erty to his creditors, gaw 
up ail, and emigrated to WSMiingtoo. Van Buren govt him letters to Lavrrenee, Hovt, 
Noah, Ac. bere, who got im a aahMrintigo, and bought a prets and types for him an a gift. 
With these he started the Globe on behalf of Van Buren, to try to cut out Green, who waa for 
CalhoQA* Jackson and Van Buien pat a million of dollars, or more, in his way, and be is noar 
reij wealthy. In Kentucky, Blair was a strong Cayman ; but when he thooght, like Kea- 
dall, that Jackson would succeed, he, in 1825, wheeled round to the winning side. Bb IumI 
been a speculator, stockjobber. &c., and his last office in Kentucky was that of a state bank 
prnident, (the Commonwealth Bank,] at Frankfort. A son of lus is or was not lonjf since 
United States District Attorney lor Missouri. Theophilos Fisk, in the Old Dominion of 
Nor. 11, 1843, optxjsed Blair's claims to the public jirtnting, thus : •* He came from Kentucky 
reeking with bank corraption, his hands unwashed from ihe infamous transaction that cheated 
General Jackson out of ms election in 18^1. He cam« to Washington poor and despised, but 
the onbocmded popularity of Jaekson, the defection of Duff Green, and the necessity of an 
organ at the seat of Govemmeat, brought this unlicked cub into notice, and garc him imjxnt* 
ance and power, raising up a brutal parveuM^ whose touch w<is coutaminaiion.'* If printinn 
and banking could be settled permanently, it would be a blessing to America, for more than 
half the legislation of the Umiod States is deroted excIoMvely to these two subjeets. Mbod 
presses and bribed apnis were the means whereby Van Buren compelled the people to har- 
ness diemselres to his car, and support men and measures, tlicy wouU have nobly spomeid 
had the truth been told. But what really indenendeat prese could live in Wasniagtoat 
Whence would it find support 1 The villamy of Blair, Ritchie, Crosi^'cll, and these Iwris- 
buigh rascals, would nercr have become known to me, had they not fallen out. Hill's expoe^ 
of Blair was complete. The peUy thief whom the Recorder scjids to BUckwell's Island to 
bnak 8U>ne8 or pkk oakum is an angel eompared to the hired tool of a party at Wasldngton. 
No lawyer in the Centre Street Sessions ever tied more for hw fee than Blair has done ftv 
his fortune. His old master. Van Biuren, approves it all. Ab d4/ubt of it. Be it bank, or 
tnti'bank, sub-treasury or treasury notesL war or peace, Texas or Oregon, tariff or anti-Wiff, 
land sales for cash, or land sales tor credit, good Calhoun or bad Calhoun, good Swartwe^or 
bad Swartwout, anything or nothing— your nirelin* is ever ready. All he cares for Is hia 
tithe of the current plunder. Hill showed that Blair and Rives got enormous prices ; and 
Blair and Rives, in the Globe, expended columns to prove that their predecessors had cheated 
still more steadily. Hill names one job that will co»t 3553,000, or $33,460 per volume, and 
affirms that Blair had got over $200,000 since Van Buren left Washinston, for printing, at 
prices higher than was charged in any other cii)' in the Union ; as alse $100 for every work- 
mg day of the four years that Van Buren was president, or over $500,000. I am but an 
adopted citizen, and therefore liable to be slighted here, for the act of God in fixing my birth 
place in Scotland. Be:«ides, I am poor, with a large family struggling for a humbleTivelihood, 
and in the evening of life— but were I young, a native, and possi'sscdof the means of making 
myself heard, I would raise such a dust aboat the cars of tbese mock democrats as might end 
in improving the whole system. Blair may have cleared $150,000 of profits in one single 
year of Van Buren's term— I mean 1838, in which year his receipts from the public cxcecifcd 
•300,000. 

*Thb 900,000 MiuTu ScBSMB.— 'In Itocembsr, 163B« Vmi Bam, In bt« nefrnfo t» OonffitM, Duiumwiiiiui 

Joel R. rulnseli'ii plan Ibr a new mUltia oiipuiiiailuo, in these words : '* The preseoi ooailithm of Uie delbiKes 
" of liar prlncl|)al sea-purts and navy yards, as represented by the accon|Huiylnc reixwt of the secretao' «*f war, 
" calls for Ihe early and serious attonllon of Coofress ; and ns connecting Itself Intimntaly with this sttbjeet, I 
" eaanoK leeomniend ton suonftly to yuur couMeratlfiii THB PLAN suhmttlMl by that officer for Um re-nraanl. 
' ssUott of Uie miUOa of the United States.*' The fdan was to divide tke Untied ataiet telo etglit MiKtsry dto- 
tricu ; In some cases three or four states to fttmi a district, and In othem, such as New York, only one siaie ; 
to orgHnIze the uillltia so as to have a b<idy of 1*2.500 oieo In each district in Hctlve service, and as many nxire 
hi reserve ; aluigether 900,000 men Mrere bi tie armed, eqalp|ied« drilled, and reiidy fur war ; the pfesMeniuilirht 
Call for and assemble such iMinibeva as be pleased, twice a year, at such piaces aa he ehoae within each dia. 



triet : aad when en service these men were to be •' sutailect lo the sauie rules and articles of war aa troopa of 
Umu. S." This plan was wry uiijiopular. N. Y. state was required to furnish 18.000 active men, and these 
men might have been ordered to asaeiiible anywhere— the S,000 acilvea for the 8th district down at Oiiea. for 
lasiaaee, lust before an Imporout eieetlon. Why not turn them as Uie ttDQ^OOO corps t4 the N. Y. Castuna 
•it lumed. Into political machines 1 This plea ttie Globe praised aud folly endarned, per ovder-the oppoeillea 
f-i i cwi at ed It fax and wide— V«d Burw tbond thai it was hated— ftllehie wrote that U was injviof the mi^^ 
la Vliflnia ; he next wrote Poiaseli, that It was called a " tynuinical and oppressive ** i tandloc army of lODi- 
na^ and bade him explaliL This waa la II • la July, Taa Bttrau hiawelf took Um field, aadTla m very toog 
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tie civil, navaL military, and diplomatic departments of thft goverment, in Con- 
gress, in printmg, in the custom-houses, and in the Post Office, were never 
equalled on this continent, under like circumstances. The Ghbey in 1839, 
ceased to defend the authorities in this particular, but on the 1st of May, took 
new ground, saying, " We chaHenge* the whole corps of federal [opposition] 
" members to point out on the record of either house of Cotgress, a prodigal, 
*^ CORRUPT, LOG-ROLLING appropriation, whichbas not derived its principal sup- 
*' port from that party in tne House which is now raising the clamor about it in 
<< the country/'* Mr. Blair then gives nis account of what he justly calls," that 

letter to J. B. Cary, nf Elizabeth eity, pleaded that his '* knowled^ of military aflhirs was very limited," that 
It waa ** biu iaulf thnt hit attentloe hAd been drawn to this aulqect,** that P<ilnaett*fe plan Was not canatiin- 
tlfoftli add woTM and wotm that he had not approved of it in hit December nieesaf^ ! H«re are his wnnb: 
**Wo have been eoropelled to sec. not 1 should think, ivUhoat shame and inortificntion on the part of eveiy 
Ingenuoas nlod, whatever nmy be his pnllilcii preferences, the names of respectable citizens sQbscribed to 
statenMnta, that I had In my aniuml messane expressed my approbation of aplam, whieh, not only had never 
been anbniltteid to me, bat wae not ev«n matured until more than three mnnths after the me^ence was sent le 
Cqnniese." Lnnk at nt>' qnotntion from bis message, where ho snys, *' leamnM reetmwuud too stnngif to yoer 
ortfaideration THE PLAN 5ul)iiiitted " by Poinsett. ThHt was in ueccuiber, 1839. ^o\v->laiy, 1840— he says 
TH6 PLAN Whs not then matured, and hnd not been submitted to him at all ! ! ! 

flortda, as a tenrltory, wns nader Van Bnren's especM care^ He ftot this same Poinsett to aend lo Cnbft, Itar 
• Mondbnands, aa nn anzUUry mllitbi to hunt down tlie Indians and poor foilom ncgroua whom o pp ree aio a had 
driven among them. 

Joel E. P44n»ett, War Secret<«ry, to Brig. Oeneral Z. Tnylor, commanding Armv of the Sonth, Florida. 
** Wab DsrAnTMKNT, Jannnry S6. 1B4<1. 8ir: It to understood by the Ue^virtment, nlthooch not nfllcinlly ti»> 
ftiOBid or the fast, that the authorities of the Territory of Florida have Imported a pack or bloud bound i tnm 
thU laUad ofCnbn, and 1 think It proper to direct, in (he event of tho«ie dog:* being ein|iloyed by any oflloir er 
oAcen onder your command, that their ns(^ be confined alu>gether to inickiog the lodiHns; nnd In order lo 
InsQie this, and prevent iho possibility of their loinring any person whai^toever, that they be muzzled when ia 
the Md, and held with n ieniih while following the truck of the enemy. J. R. FOlNSBTT ** 

Mb Adamsk in Coii|re9a, submitted the following nsfUution : RaaoltmL Thnt the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to report to this Hou^<e the naturMl, political, and nwrtial history of the bliHtdhnund,Khuwinz the pi oatlar 
Stoess of that class of warriori to lio ihe nKsociatcs uf the gallant nritiy of the United Sutler. siieciTying the nice 
discrimination of his ^ent between the blood of the freemnn and the blot>d of ihe !(Ihtc— between the blond uf 
Um armed w.trrior and that of women and children— be. ween the blond of the black, white, nnd e<dored ma»— 
betivem the blood nf savage tSerainolea and that uf the Aaglo-fitutou pions Cbristiau« Al^ts a ttateuMnt of the 
number of bloodhiiunds and their conducion*. Importeii by this Government, or by the authorities of Pknlds, 
from the Islniul of Culm and the cost of that luiportntlon. Also whether a further init>orb^on of the saiaa 
heroic race inti> the State of Maine, to await the contingency (»f a cooteoted Northeastern boondaij que«tMiii, 
to eoiitemplated, or only to set an example to bu followed by our possible adventary In the event of a conflict. 
Whetlwr measures liave been taken lo secure ezclusivoly touufMlves the empioymeut of thts aiixULiry furos, 
and whether he deeuis li expedient to c.\tcnd tu the said bloodhounds and Uieur posterity the benefit of the 
pein^n laws. 

♦ Edwin Cboswell and John Van Buren. — Although these two pupils of the elder Van 
Bonn and Butler his nartncr, are at present at variance, tliey have many points of resent- 
blance, and I ha\^ therefore given a brief notice of them together. Edwin Croswell is nearly 
fifiy years of age— the son ofa newspaper editor in CatskiU, where also he, himself, conducted 
a weekly paper. One of his brothers keepa a very pleasant hotel there, and tlie family are 
wealthy. Edwin took charge of the Albany Ar^ m 1823, was then elected state printer, 
and has kept his position, while advocating rotation in office to others, lor twentj'-two ^ears, 
except about as many raontlis, during which Thurlow Weed, who besieged and took his Ibr- 
tress by storm, held possession. Edwin Croswell married a daughter ot John Adams, a law- 
yer in Catskill, who has been in Congress and held various oftices. His nephew and buai- . 
ness partner, Sherman Croswell, married her sister. From 1818 to 1838, Croswell followed 
Van Buren's lead implicitly in all things. In tlie matter of the sub-ireasurv, he submitted, as 
did Marcy— but the ill-luck of 1840 and 1844, the splitting tip of parties, through the slavtTy 
qttMtioB, and the exposures made in my Lives ot*Hoyt and Butler, have helped to terminaie 
an intimacy that was founded soldy on gain. There seemed to be a chance of healing differ- 
ences, by giving Wright's editor, Cassidy, half the profits, and Sherman Croswell the oilier, 
btU ii ieU through last February. 1 deflcribed Croswell in 1 848 as his political friends do 
now. O'Sullivan, in the News ol Feb. 24, says, "that in 1837, our party did not throw off til 
of this conservatism. Edwin Craswell was as much its master-spirit then as now j as timid 
as ai^% as unsound as any. But the be.st oi&ce in the Union was floating amid the angry 
waters; he clung to it with a death-grip^ and went with it to the bottom. But ndw, gorged it 
repMien^ because he can get no more, he summons bis motley hoste of Conservatism to the 
rally." Croswell's emoluments, when he got office, as Leakeys partner, in 1823, were small 
S10»Q00 a year sufficed for printing in those days— but the expenditure gradually rose to 
970^000 per annum, all items inchlded. His receipts, from first to last, have been estimated by 
Fiagg and otfaiirs at a million of dollars. He had all the printing of the senate, the assembly, the 
exetmtive^ and the state departments, including laws, jovimals, legal notices, advertisements, andL 
of course, the private sale and advertising of nis paper, and his business as a printer. He had 
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enormous and iniquitous wast« of the poblie monej ;** hittte pttblic wiHi^mf oi* 
be , that Van Buren had majorities in both hoose^'y be bad the means of iovetfti- 

^•fiftap nv*r« /1iaK/\«\A«f ^l«<kf*«»a ^«trl Km (ta^l *!•»#•*» VkAf#'MMk /tl^vl Im «»«k*o A*AM«r kill 



tbe lion'k diare of tbe plnnder levied by the regencv, in the ibrm of t*htrtrt« fbr teaks, plodi; 
4be. He dealt in public lands, be borrowed out the depMdtft, he sold hisdwenfaif bwm, wirii 
ohIt thiee waUi, to Maicy, Flags, DU and Beards}ey,Tor the use of the govsrnor, at #10,000 
• --Ihe govoiuor would not set his foot into it, and it nad to be reaohl at a great low— he was 
sUsrwod enormous prices for his printing work, and many documents havejpaaMd threagh 
nj hands where he made lOO pages out or what would not hare been 50 in the ssassMe, if 
lairlv and economically printcl — from those who had to ^ve le^al notices, a tax wsa levied of 
m<iek more than thej could have been as fully published for in other newspspcrs than liie 
Argns<-ani the legislative report says, ** This mononol y was so pnfjct, that if a»? of tiie 
exectttivB Ot'ficers haa a job ofprintinz which a mochanic woutl o^er lo exeeme at half - rise 
price allowci in the contract, the wheete of retrenchaient werj firmly block ?ci by the DreroKw 
tive of the State printer, secured to him by a law which C(>uld not be modified without me ' 
concurrenoe of the three branches of the law-making power." Governors, judges, senators, 
presidents, mayors, democrats and doorkeepers changed places-^Croswell ?<epmed the only 
permanent p?r9onal institution in the state, t have always considered Weed's inroad as the 

Suivalent at least of the battle of New Orlean»-*«vi sftote pniUing, That enigma of a mtiA, 
>1. Voung, was loud and earnest ia Oroswell'S support, in 1839, in defiance of public opinion, 
his own principle of rotation, and his perfect knowledge of Crosweirs cunning, uicky, for- 
did character. Croswell has paid Young off since, in abuse and exposure ; publishcU his 
beeging letters for bank stock ; and is now endeavooring to keep him out of the con^'eution. 
\^en the two stock*jobbing rascals, Senatoia Bisbop and Kemble, were exposed as public 
cheats, Croswell stuck to them like a brother to the very last. Bishop, has, I think, reap- 
peared on the stage. I am told he was in the Van Bnren state conventioB at Syracuse lu 
1814, and went first for Bouck, Wright being x^ his second choice. 

Among the official returns and esttmatts of Cruswdl's emolnmentS) are legislative printing 
S29d,0v)0— printing for canals and oflkesim;00O— pablishiog notices Sl!20,000— printinp: re- 
vised statutes $15,000— land advertising #50,000— publishing contracts, &c. from pu^troffice 
S10,000. (Benjamin P. Butler, besides his privsie practice, extracted from the merohaots of 
this city and the executive, fees equal to about f70,000 in a little over two years !) 

Cnxiwell is not rtry popular, and finding he could not keep his office Umaer, hie joined tlte 
\rhi":s and a part of the democrats, last March, in roaommeBding that everyming printed offi- 
cially mav be henceforth done bv contracts. If those who give out the contracts are honesit 
and rapahle^ there will be a saving by this ; if not, not Cit»well is a kMnker in slate politics ; 
g.)es for Texas, slavery, Polk, Marcy, and Canada, Oregon, plunder, war; anything to make 
money. A hard money loco-foco is his detestation. He expressed a deep regret th t such 
d'scrediUtbU candidates as Slamm, of the Gkibe, and IL Townsend, had been nominated by 
Tamnanv Hall for the Assembly, in Oct 1837, and turned up his nasal organ at '* tl^^ fac- 
tion," as he called some very worthy, honest friends of equal rights in this city. 

" liewspapers (says Hammond) are topolitical paries what working tool« are to mechan- 
ics"— and Col. Duane, in 1810, asked, " W hv should we censure the National Intel! igexicer 
for adapting itself to the style and temper of its ccngresaional pairoas 1 Its existence depeudn 
anon its obedience to the temporising and tricking schemes of the iniluential members of 
Congress. A paper published at Washington is as much depcndrm on the infiucnce ot'thu 
leadmg members as the newspapers of London on the couit ; and tiiere are as strong inclina- 
Uans to control and render the press subservient to views not purely public at the capitol, as 
at St Stephen's." 

Some years ago, a democratic corporation of New York gave a 614,000 adverti«ement, be- 
tween the Evening Post and New £ia. The same information could have been better spread 
for SlfOOO, but it was a fee. So, too, the public adnunif-trator's three weeks' notice lately in 
the Globe daily, at a large expense, and many more such. 

The Custom-house here has its favorite presses. Unclaimed good£> are advertised onee 
in nine months, and sold. The notice of sale, if published (hrice in the papons of largest cir- 
culation, might be useful. Hoyt made it politically useful. In the fall at 1840. Miunford's 
Standard, Bell's New Era, die Evening Past, and the Joiumal of Commerce, each advertised 
these unclaimed packages (br ONE MONTH, aad received for so doing over ;gI800. When 
Hoyt was tried for embeEzlement, dw Post and Journal disposed uf his case, iotrresiing as it 
was to merchants, in a very few lines. Is it not dear and evident that a convention, and all . 
the manly intelligence and sterling honesty of the commonwealth are wanted, to secure, if it, 
be_possibie, permanent peaee withoot avenrhelmung corruption, as its accompenymont t ' 

John Van Buren is, like Croswell, fond of money, bm he has the art of a seeming fhtnk^ 



i% jQiiR VAN si/ttic, OS. ntnz prince av |[^ poTasiL 

rof^f ifforHj-faur mHH&M which th$ exeouH^M had not nguiredj his duty, his 
08th required him to* ejcatnioe cuefullj, «nd if he did ^ot see cause to approve, 
to veto the profligate hills. Vun Bmi^od's estimates in four years were M) mil- 
lioi»p--OoDgre» voted him 143 milUoos. Qn each bill he wrote ^* approved."* 

ness and liberality which arc not real. ' I have made my readers well enough acquainted with 
hte, by -otbar* dtiecnpUons in tjai» volume. Respectable journals have nominated him to the 
pnesidaicy, and after what has been who can lell what may he 1 He visited JLionddii 
soote ysari ago on profcsHiooal business, and while there swore to the identity of J. W. Webb, 
by lus writing, so that through the sharp practice of Corning and others, he was an^sted for 
an Aawtriean debt while in Bristol. His language in private life may be judged of by his let- 
ters, whiefa, though full of blasphemy against &od, Vice Chancellor McCoun protected as lite- 
rary property, 99 far as to enjoin ifxy last pamphlet, and, as far as he could, conceal Orom the 
hoimt pouple of the Stale his true character. He was appointed Attomev General by that fvt- 
tern of nomination which, as the Post admits, is corrupt to the core, ana managed by ** a lew 
corrupt politicians, who, like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man who dares to expoeo 
theff profligacy." John Van Buren is a rowdy, the associate of rowdies— malched in month 
with 

" Mastiff, blood-hound, mongrel grim, 
Cur and spaniel, hack and lym, 
Bobtail-tyke and trundle-tail ;" 
and the rest of that motley turnspit pack, that open ia concert most hideous, whenever our 
state Nimrod provokes the aeent of a true reformer, all of them ready to bear him down, if 
possible. 

John Van Buren was nominated for attorney general, by 93 members of the part>', assem- 
bled in a private room. The vote waa 47 to 46, so he had but one of a majority there, which, 
if added to 44, m^ at that caucus, who supported Noxon, in the official vote, shows 91 members 
opposed to him, 46 for him. Yet by this infamous, cheating system this man got 92 votes 
and a salary, as first lawyer of New York, and soon ailer delivered a fimeral eulogy on Jack- 
son at the capitol. He entered into partnership with James McKown, formerly and now 
again Recorder of Albany^went down to Hudson to assist the district <iUome\' there to try 
poor Houghton and others— failed to conviet him — made out his bill for $500, and Silas 
Wright oSered payment— went down next term ; as-sisted to try Boughlon over again j had a 
row and boxing match with Ambrose Jordan, Boughton's lawyer, Vao Buren being Uie ag- 
gressor ; insulted the court ; both w^ere sent 2i hours to jail with thie prisoners ; the jurors and 
witnes-^es, and case delayed ; Boughton was convicted ; Van Buren asked the Judge (^EdmoDd5) 
what would be a fair additional compensation, over and above his baliry and tlie S500 he had 
had before ; Edmonds rejilied, f^ another thousand dollars ; this shocked even a Van Buren, 
or perhaps Governor Wright refused to sanction such wholesale Butlerizing, so Van Bui en made 
out his bill for another 9750, and got it. He was the real " big thunder" afler ali. Wright 
sent him up to Delhi next, to assist the district attorney there, and ordered Flagg to pay him 
another $500 ibr that trip, as an extra. Greene poisoned his wife, and Wright sent him thriti 
also, to help the government lawyer, and gave mm d350 extra for that. The.se douceurs sre 
all in addition to very lucrative fees o£ office (rom the people, with a salary, and his private 
practice. The statutes define $5 a day as a reaisonable compensation if a man go abroad— 
9B a day are paid to a Senator at Washington, and S3 to one at Albany. Wright allowed Van 
Buren nearer to $40 or $50 a day. Gluite economical ! A few days a^o, in Assembly, Mr. 
Harris proposed a resolution for adoption, stating that Van Buren, Colvm, district atUirney, a 
jadbre, and others were at an Albany County Convention -on March 31st, he vieiring 100 
ruffians, who beat a number of respectable persons violently and dangerously, that a couunit- 
tee of inquiry idioiild be anpolntea, for the sake of the impartial administration of justice. 
Nothing is as yet done. A late production on the attorney general, entitled " The Lash," con- 
tains more truth than poetry : 

O, ' lavorite crandjion of the Empire Bt%te !* Th«e Iwiaf food, still Icngtheiii oat tiiy dn}-a, 

O too of BM0e, wberefora ant be groat*. Feo4s Uioe wkh pap, and gives thee erery |;uod, 
Wluit : can'st thoa panse, and shnll it then be told Ciothes thy long bnck. iind to thy ftre adds wood : 

Tho« an not wunhy of thy fiiiher's fold 1 Nor stop thon here, bnt emiilate the nma 

Foibld It, tall John, prove thyself thy sire's, Who seoriM to lie. or touch the flowing can. 

The world a hni|n;ar(. and her children li.trs ; These are thy fHuita : and musi I add, that play 

Show that the wand the great Uagicluii sways. Takes np thy tiaie, and leads thee mnch astray 7 

* Extravagance, he said, was not objectionable. When Jackson vetoed the bank^ be 
was reminded that Madison had not done so. His reply- waa, I Uiink the bank unconsdtu* 
tionaL Who had equal means with Van Barea to inquire iaio, expose and check national pro- 
fligacy 1 No one. He had the whole army of officials at hand, to aid his investigations, Birr 
■K snoT ms ETEs AND MADR NONE. In defiance of bit aolenui pledge to defend Uie consiitu- 
tioD, he said, " I approve," to the expenditure of many millioas, for the most wasteful pur- 
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What says clause 2d of § 7, art 1, of the constitution 1 That every bill " shall, 
before it become a law, be presented to the president : if he approve, he shall 
si^n it ; but if not, he shall return it, tcilh his objections.^'* HE HAD NO OB- 
JECTIONS. Every profligate vote had his willing signature ; and, in his mes- 
sage of Dec. 1839, this faithless sentinel replied to the public murmurs against 
him, that " no instance has occurred since the establishment of the government, 
in which the Exetutive, though a component part of the legislative power, has 
interposed an objection to an appropriation bill on the sole ground of its extravu" 
gance.^^ Was not this calumniating others to shield his own misconduct } 



CHAPTER XXX. 



A Hint to President Polk how to stop the Speculators^ and settle the Public 
Lands with hardy and happy Farmers. 
♦» 
Edmund Burke, in his work on the French Revolution, condemned the 
scheme by which a paper circulation of 250 millions of dollars, founded on the 
confiscated lands of the church and nobility, had been substituted for the money 
of the nation ; and wisely foretold, that " drawing out at discretion portions of 
the confiscated lands for sale, and carrying on a process of continual transmu- 
tation of paper into land, and land into paper, would produce an oligarchy of the 
worst kind, and leave power in the hands of the managers of this unstable 
circulation." Burke detested these Butlerizing adventurers, and most truly re- 
marked, as many farmers in America have felt since his day, that " Usury is 
NOT A TUTOR OP AGRTcuLTUHE." Heaven save the Republic from such over- 
shadowing Land Companies as that of 1835, by Wright, JButler and Van Buren ! 

poses, and then turned round and offered as an apology that less profligate presidents had 
not been very particular in their inquiries. This is old British tory extravagance with a 
vengeance. George IV. could not have played his part mone royally. When Van Buren 
had been but one day governor of New York, he \^Tote Hoyt " I cannot consent to contribute 
by any act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vice, a desire to shun responsibi- 
lity." When president, he shuffled off the obligation of an oath to see economy practised, by 
the plea of, " it is not fashionable to put that part of the constitution in force in a literal senx?^ 
It was iasliionable for the executive to wink at the profligate expenditure of Congress, the 
members of which vote themselves $16 a day in place of $8, in various forms—and though 
40 to 60 memb3rs will be absent for months together, every man of Oiem, in the teeth of the 
law, gets pay from the first day of the session to the last, jast as if they had been all in Wash- 
ington attending to their duty. Not lon^ fsince, Mr. Biyant mentioned in the Evening Post, 
that half the captains and commanders of the na\j were at home on their farms, or in other 
business, and had been so for many yeai^s ; which meant that some 70 men were receiv- 
ing, some ^3500 and others S1800 a year each, for nothing, and getting unfit for sea service, 
in order that government might have patronage, and be enabled to provide influential families 
with idle and afliaent livings at the public expense. This is far, far worse than even in Eng- 
land—but Van Buren sought not to provide a remedy. " Every public defaulter is not only a 
liar, bat is punishable for peijury," saj-s Dr. Mayo of Va. df the enormous embezzlements 
matle known in Van Buren's time, was there even one rascal punished 1 Poindexter tells us 
that Woodburj'was checked by the President when he ventured to threaten or interfere \iith the 
sharp practice of Jesse Hoyt! 

Compare this sickening public profligacy with that ingrained avarice and meanneas whi'Ji 
could slander individuals, call them dogs and impost^rSj and groan in spirit for the risk of los- 
ing a S5 or SIO loan I [page 184], setting an attorney a-dunning after a few shillings— and 
[page 201] bidding Iloyt^s brother charge an account ^ith |:^one cent! John Van Buren, 
too, how keen he looks after the smallest difference in money ! while S. T. Van Buren, an- 
other son, liberally bestows a S5 bill to set the New Era afloat as a democratic journal ! 
Compare these with the violation of an oath, the approbation of wholesale profligacy and ex- 
travagance, and acquit Van Buren if you can. 
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* President Polk, in his message of last December, acknowledges the evils of 
the land system. These are his words : 

** It has been foond by experience that in conseqnenoe of combinations of imrchasers and 
other causes, a very #mall quantity of the rablic lands, when sold at pnUic auction, commands 
a iiifher price than the minimum rate established by law. The settlers on the public lands 
are, However, but rarely able to secure their homes and improvements at the public sales at 
that rate ; because these combinations, by means of the capital they command, and their 
superior ability to purchase, render it impossible for the settler to compete with them in the 
market. By putting down all competition, these combinations of capitalists and qpeculaioni 
are usually enabled to paichase the lands^ including the improvements of the settlers, at the 
minimum price of the Government, and either turn them out of their homes, or extort from 
them, according to their ability to pay, double or quadruple the amount paid for them to 
the Government. It is to the enterpriss and perseverance <n the hardy pioneers of the West, 
who penetrate the wilderness with their famines, suffer the dangers, the {)riv«iiions and hard- 
ships attending the settlement of a new countrv, and prepare the way for the body of emi- 
grants who, in the course of a few years, usnslly follow tfem, that we are, in a great degree, 
indebted lor the rapid extension ana aggrandizement of our country. Experience has proved 
that no portion of our population are more patriotic than the hardy and brave men of the iron- 
tier, or more ready to obey the call of their country, and to defend her rights and her honor, 
whenever and by whatever enemy assailed. They should be proiected Irom the grasping spe- 
culat<^r, and secured, at the minimum price of the pubic lancU, in the humble homes which 
they have improved by their labor."* 

• President Polk, if he were sincere, woukl see that a remedy was provided. Congress is 
with him. Greeley tells us, in his Tribune, that *' The difficulty is not that the Public Lands 
are too dear, but that, cheap as they are, tho^e who tnost need Lands cannot get them, tck^le thou 
tohtf kavt no Moral right to aav^ may and do odiain Fcee Thousand to Pifty Inausand acres each 
There are tens of thousands of worthy, willing ciUsseus now in the New States, \k hose worldly 
goods are limited to a wile and three or four children, an axe iind two or three hoe:^ ^ co^' 
and a pig, w.th rude and scanty apparel, kitchen-ware, &c. These men have not anu cannot 
raise tne #2J0 required to buy 100 acres of Public Land ; they think ihey cannot make ii by 
hiring out or working other men's land on shares, and though we think they might, with 
health, frugality and good luck, we know the process is at be^t a difficult and tedious one." 
When sliaD we hnd such patriots (!) as Benton, Calhoun, Cass, Allen, Cambreleng and Poik, 
effw»ctually interfering with this rascally system 1 

There are thousands of citizens requesting Congress ^^ " that the further sak or granting 
J^ot' the Pe )pi.e'8 Lands may be immcdialclij stopped ; that portions of the lands may be laid 
j:^ out in Farms and Lots; and that any landless person may be allowed to take possession 
5:^ and live upon any one of the farms or lots so laid out, with the right to t^an!^li6^ his or 
5:> her possession to any person not possessed of other land." I am in lavor of tliis plan, be- 
caase it is a real renivxly. A free people, thus settled in the west, would yield a rich return of 

frosperitv, and their commerce would strengthen the older states, and be a new bond of union, 
hjnor Messrs. Windt, Evans, Tread well, Devyr, and their worthy comrades, for their perse- 
veranci^ in keeping this real remedy before the people ; and deeply regret that Governor Wright 
and his advisers did not. at an early day, interpose their best etfv)rts to redress the wrojigs of 
the anti-renters. Had they done tliat many months ago, the state prisons would have had 
fewer tenants, and Messrs. Wright and Van Buren would not have ibund it necessary to ob- 
ject to a state convention on account of the agitated condition of the public mind. 
Horace Greeley thus sums up the principles of the friends of land reform : 
" The Relbi mers demand that all monopoly of and speculation m the Lands yet Public 
shall be stopped, henceforth and for ever. They do not asK merely that landless men of to-day 
shall be provided with a Home, but that the best possible provision shall be made for future 
generations also. Now this proposal to give every landless man 100 acres of Public Land 
outright, and leave all the lands subject to unlimited speculation and monopoly, would, if suc- 
cessful, afford a little present graiihcation and possibly relief at the expense of infinite mise- 
ries and privation in future. Nearly all the Landless are needy ; many of them are improvi- 
dent; not a few are dissipated. To offer each a quarter section of Public Land as a Cee gilt, 
with liberty to sell the fee simple to any one, would be simply enabling the speculator to ob- 
tain at second-hand for a few dollars what now costs him hundreds, and thus to monopolize 
Counties instead of Townships. All this ground has been gone over once in the case ol Mili- 
tary Bounty Lands, which cost the soldiers an amplt consideration in fatigue, privation and 
blood, and were in good part sold by them for a twentieth part of their value. Ten years 
after they were granted or drawn, not one of tho soldiers in ten held an acre of these lands— 
probably few of them held any at alL To give everybody who chooses a quarter section out- 
ri|^ of'^the National Domain, with Uberty to dispose ot it and come a^dn, is in effect to 
8^uand«r that great Inheritance more wastefolly than hitherto." 
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Butler to Hcyt.'-'Pender'^Politiu^Prineiple,^ 

fNrt. M Sandy Hill, March Hth, 1P19. 

To J. Ht'YT, Albany — Dear friend : The stage to*day was looked for with sreai anxiety by 
all thff members of my household, as we entertained strong hopes that Fender, the black daiiiael, 
would make her appearance on the ** Hill " (as the citiaens denominate this greet metropolis ) 
I presume, however, that she is either not to be had, or at Irast had not arrived at Albany when 
the stage left. I wish you to call at Levis the Barber's, Lodge street, and inquire whether any 
thing has been heard of her, or of the letter that was written her. And if ahe should present her- 
self, prny lose no time in sending her on as speedily as possible. 

I see that nothing of importunce was done by the Council— neither Judge nor Attorney Gene, 
ral hazaried. I supp ise yiMi are over head and ears in the ocean of political controversy, and 
I thought when I was with you last week that it would give me some pleasure to lend a hand in 
the warfaie ; but upon better reflection, I think myseifas wet! ofT where T am. Leaving to other 
and more ambitious spirits the guidance of the storms uf party, I can Io<»k on, if not wiih perfect 
indifference, ai least with calm aecurity. For the prosperity of the old Republican Party, mid of 
mv friends and patrons— FOR THE SUCCESS OF PRINCIPLE AND THE OVERTHROW 
OF INTRIGUE ANO CORRUPTION, my wishes will be ardent and sincere, hut the piiua. 
ti«>n in which I am placed will prevent me from conveying them so fully Into action, a?*, under 
other circumst mces, J should probably do. I have nothing to gain, and would Itase much by be« 
coming an active partizan. ©4' 

Charles will leave here on Friday or Saturday. ,v'^ 

Mrs. Butler and her sister are in good health and spirits, ana as well i})i)^s^«8 gloomy weather 
and poor help will allow them to be. ^ki' 

I have been here a fortnight, and have not yet received a line fixmaJjE^ray write me, if it is 
only to say that you are in esse. Yours trtily^BBENJ. F. BUTLER. 

[In anolher handwriting.] — Mr. Hoyt do try to get Pender ; JBK^^^ ^ death of cooking. 



Politie^^PrenideJi€e-^iho Preaching of the Ooopel at Samdf HUl^Saloati&n. 

[No. 2.1 SAifDT Hill March 27th, 1819. 

[To same.] Dear Friend: I have written no leas than aiz letters already to go by Mr. La- 
th»»p, and all of tbem pretty long ones ; yon may therefore suppoee that I have bestowed about 
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as mach time on my correspondents, as the ordinary business of the day will permit. Yet I can- 
not suffer him to go without bearing my thanks for your constant attention to my concerns, and 
your endeavors to promote my interest and happiness. Your several letters were perused with 
much pleasure. I shall expect them to be continued, but at the same time hope you will not im- 
pose too great a tax upon your time for the sake of keeping me advised of the various occurrences 
of the age. You know what I mean preciseiy. Men of business have not the leisure to be very 
constant correspondents, nor can it he expected from them. You have really a fine stoic of po- 
litical confusion at Albany. I think the situation of the Governor [Clinton] is daily becoming 
more desperate. 

I think that I am not unmindful of the advantages of the situation in which I am placed, nor 
altogether destitute of gratitude for the blessings which Providence has conferred on me. I ac- 
knowledge that the Bounty is great and the return small — But such is man— unworthy of any 
thing, and owing all that he possesses to the goodness of his Creator ; he despises while he enjoys, 
and fori;eis while he receives. He expects the sun to rise and his wanu to be supplied, but he 
seldom asks for either, much less frequently thanks HIM from whom proceeds *• every good and 
every perfect gift." And were it not that he causes the sun to ahine on tha ** evil as well as on the 
good," gives to all " their meat in due season/' and cares for those who care not and think not <A 
him, there would be nothing to cheer and sustain a great portion of the human race. 

I am more and more pleased with my duties. They require industry and attention, but they 
give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish me more easily with sufficient to 
provide for my household. 

The only difficvlty here is THE WANT OF the stated PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. 
Had we a faithful and respectable minister ^ and were the people more anxious for and attentive to 
religion, I should have nothing to ask for, but the continuance of health, to make this place delight' 
ful. The contrast between Albany and Sandy Hill in this particular is great. You do not at all 
estimate as you ought, the peculiar privileges you enjoy. They are remarkably great — they are 
perhaps superior to those of any other place of its size — to the Christian— the Scholar — ^the Phi- 
lanthropist, their value is inestimable. But there are deeper and more solemn considerations coo- 
nected with them. The Gospel is either a "savor of life unto life," or of "death unio death." 
And how can those '* escape who neglect so great salvation ?*' 

Remember me to Morton and Birchard. Tell them I should like to hear from them. 

What a bungling piece of work Mr. Loomis has made of my speech. It has mortified me ex. 
cessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world with my name prefixed. Pray tell 
my friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in its present dress. 

Yours truly, BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 



{To J, Hoyt)^Banking-^Electi4m9^Van Buren^Rural Life at Sandy Hill, 

[No. 3.] Saitbt Hill, May 4th, 1819. 

Dear friend : I received yours of the Ist to-day, and seize thia moment of writing you BECAUSE 
I CAN DO IT IN MY PRIVATE CAPACITY, and without reference to my official character. 

For the last fortnight I have had various concerns to attend to, which have rendered it impossible 
for me to say more in my epistles than necessity required — such as Gardening and Banking- 
working about the door-yard and Paying Specie— Mending Fences, and SIGNING NOTES, 
dtc, &c., interspersed occasionally with Law and Politics. 

In the meantime I have received several communications from you for which yon are entitled to 
my thanks, altho* some of them took me considerable time to decipher. Pray Write more legibly for 
the future. Were it not that I have long known your ** pothooks and trammells," I should be 
obliged to send some of them to the Delphic Oracle for his learned investigation. 

The Election Remms are so far unfavorable to the hopes of Mr. Clinton and his friends, and 
I presume his destiny is fixed. The federalists here put no candidates of their own in nomina. 
tion ; and with the exception of some intelligent men in the western part of this county, sup- 
ported the Clintonian ticket and carried the election. I voted for Senators, and offered to vote 
for members of Assembly, but after a long discussion of my and various arguments 

and opinions from lawyers and electioneerers, the board very gravely decided that I was not yet 
naturalized^in which I think it probable they were right. 

The Chancellor has really assumed a great deal in deciding against me. Please obtain a copy 
of the decretal order — ^not of his opinion, for I suppose that would take you a week to copy — and 
send by some persim at your convenience. 

Upon what ground did he admit you — as of right, or ex gratia ? I am glad that he has done 
it, and hope you may 6nd it the harbinger of good fortune. 

What thhik you of the New Insolvent Law? Do you intend to proceed under it? Or have 
you not philosophy enough to live poor all your life, wi A a millstone on your neck ? 

Did I understand you that A. H. V. B. was to remove to Albany ? If so, when does be 
come, and how will it affect yon ? He can do no bumness of conaequence at Hudeon, neither m 
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be qualified for that of the Attorney General's department. How does the boaineas get along, and 
what ia the state, generally, of your ejectment suits? Are any of them to be tried' at these Cir- 
cuits or not ? I sometimes wiidied after my removal, that I eould take a peep for a moment in 
the Registers, and engage again in the service of the Sovereign People — and to long had I been 
mecustomed to the management of the Attorney General [M. Van BixrenJ 8 affiiirg public, prii>fit€, 
and domettie^ that i often thought that no one eoaid attend to them but myself. My new avocations, 
however, have now become familiar and pleasant, and I can attend to them without troubling my. 
self about the bonds, mortgages, or ejectments of the State. 

I want very much to see yo i up here. The warm weather has brought on vegetation, and ren« 
dered the country quite inviting. Here we have 

^* Flowera in the valley, splaodor in the beam, 
Health in the gt\»j and frethaeM in tlie ttreun." 

Hera are pleasant walks and shady groves — rivers and cataracts— larks, robins, and gmsshop- 
pera— £ne blooming damsels and heakby yeomen. 

Our place ia delightfully romantic — you may stroll on the banks of the Hudson — view the 
mmintaina where it takes iia rise — and listen to the incessant roar of Baker's Fairs. In all the 
moadi of June, 1 shall look for yon, and hope my expectations will not be fruitless. 

There are a doien or more of my'yonng frienda whom I ahould be happy to see in the comae 
of the summer, and if anything on my part can induce tbem to deaert the sultry streets of Albany 
for a week or two, I shall hope fur the pleasure of their aociety at Sandy Hill. 

There is but little Z^ie Business doing here. If I was dependant on that I should have had 
die horrors long ago. Perhaps, however, it may be as good here as at Albany, or at any other 
place. I read more than I did while with you, and shall continue in the profession even if I neglect 
the practice. [Here follow instructions about Mr. Van Bnren and his matters.] 

I believe I have never told you that Porter discharged Van Rensselare without my knowledge, 
ageney or interference, directly or indirectly, and I knew nothing of it untU he told me what he 
had dune. You can't say this is not long enough. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 



Ts Jesse Hoyt, on Bankingt S^feeie, Law, ifc. 

[No 4.] Washington and Warren Bank, Sakdy Hill, May 8th, 1819. Dear Sir: laend 
by Mr Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send as usual I hear that he has 
had a demonstration (as Packenham and Co. would have said,) made upon him this week, which 
was manfully repelled. My secretary bemg otherwise engaged, deprives you of the pleasure of 
receiving this interesting epistle in her " own proper handwriting." 

Youra truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Waahington and Warren Bank, Sakdt Hm, May 15th 1819. Dear Sir: I send by Mr. 
Baird, in current and uncurrent notes, (llOO — ^J. &, F. Baird'a check, (1 100 — which latter please 
collect, add to the cash, and aend all to Mr. Jacob Barker. I wrote yesterday per Mr. Baker, 
and forwarded a package. Waa it received ? The keg of specie was left by accident at Water- 
ford, but ia expected to-day. I am m no want of it, and ahall aufler no inconvenience from 
the delay. Youra truly, B. F. BUTLER." 

[No. 5.] " I send you by Mr. Blin, (3500, in current notes, to be forwarded to Mr. Barker. 
I have no time to write him by this conveyance. Please drop a Ime mentioning that I have re- 
eetved the keg of specie and placed the amount to the credit of the E. Bank, and also adviaing 
him of this remittance." 

[No. 6.] May 29 — <' Isued S. S. L • • • by bill, sometime ainoe. He parauaded me by 
various, repeated, and preasing aolicitationa, to give him time till let of May. He has not paid, 
and will not. Please draw a cognovit for (63,50, the amount, obtain his aignature, and let the 
judgment be forthwith entered. I send naiT. and note, and Charles will do the labor under yoor 
direction. B. F. BUTLER." 

To Jesse Hoyt, on Banking, and various kinds of Currsney. 

[No. 7.1 WAaniiMWoH am Wairbw Bamc, Sahdt Hill, June 2d, 1819— Dear Sir : I send 
yoB by Mr. 8. M. Hitchcock two sealed packagea containing in the two, Current Notea $5150 
—Do. checks on Bank of Albany $425— Uncurrent notea $1750.— $7325. Please collect 
the checks, make up caah in a package, and aend all to Mr. Barker. Perhaps it would be beat 
to put the whole into one envelope without diaturbing the packaoea that I hav^ arranged. The 
larf^ppt, I hsd on hand a week ago, but have not been able to seodit till now. One of the checks 
hi not payable until the 5th, but perhaps you can get the money in time for the Boat which leaw 
Albany on that day. youn very truly, B. F, BUTLER, 



I6i t RATS NO ICONSY BUT WSAT IS TOO OOOD f OR TUfiM«-^ACOB BA&tSft. 

[No. 8.] SAin>T Hill, June dd, 1819. — Dear Sir : I send yon (96^5 to be applied as fol» 
Iowa— N R baL of my ate. $33^ — JS. & E. E do. $10,06. 

[Next be names. " Stafibrd & Spencer, bal. of my ate. $40— L. St, L. Vankleeck k. Co. 
$40" — which two last suras be erases, and reoMrics --»*' These I believe I shall not snid till nex* 
week, OS / haoe no money but what i» TOO GOOD FOR THEM.'*] Draw accounts in full /sr 
ner and ever from the beginning of the world to this day, and I will pay no more debts of its 
contracting, 9,91. The Attorney General for costs recei?ed 3d May (capias not served) $43L 
Please take receipts from all the above craditocs of mine. B. F. B. 



7b /. Hofft, on Law, Charlee Butler, Col. Pitcher, Barker, the Niagara Bank, and VanBuren. 

[No. 9.] Saitdt Hill, Jane 5th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : 1 have yours of the 31st nit., 1st inst., and 9ho one by Mr. Gifford. I shall en- 
deavor as soon as possible to send you some papers in these Chancery causes. 1 do regret that 
I did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June term of the Court of Chancery. I 
might hsve had all my business in train for it. I wish you to tell Judge Beekman that the logjt 
are nearly all sawed, and will be probably carried off by Hitchcock next week. If be wishes 
any thing done now it must be directed by the Tuesday mail, or there will be no hold oo the 
property. Is it your opinion that the writ de proprietate probanda cannot issue until the aliss 
plaint, or that it may issue upon the first writ in replevin, or the first plaint ? I suppose, as I 
wrote you before, by my Books, that it issues forthwith on the plaint before the plaint is returna- 
ble, but not until the alias writ of Replevin 7 Please look at Fitzherbert's Nat. Brev., Dalt(Si% 
SberifT, dtc., I am sure your library will tell. I shall send a witness and only one, for I can find 
no more, In the -.^— — cause, viz : John Sheldon, next week, if thry can examine him iii. Mr. 
Van Barents absence. * • » • 

I have ni>t been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit— having had a great deal 
to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very much, and as suon asCharlei^s 
company will be convpnicnt shall send for him. If he gets over his fuolish, hair brained 
projects, I shall keep him with me, for I think he ought to be under the eye of some peison who 
can manage him. 

He has si>me talents, but is rather overefaar^ with (aise pride, pqucamish sensibility and ill 
guided ambition. I hnve been obliged to tell him very plainly what I thought of hia style of 
writing and modes of thought — the first, like the latter, is frothy and bombastic-^ndefd, 
precisely like a boy of 18 of some genius, hut ihat untutored and misdirecied. 1 hope you got my 

rickage by Hitchr*oek. I have now |^3000 in current notes, received since Wednecday, which 
would send by Colonel Pitcher, who eonvrye this, but he starts from here on foot, and goes on 
a mfi from Port M Her, and though an honest man might be robbed or Knocked overboard. I 
shall keep it till next week Send the enclosed letter to Jacob Barker by first mail — to my 
father pu( in the P. O., Monday evening. 1 foii^ot it tOi^iay. That to Goodenow vend by a 
private hand. 

/ am vnabU to say anything now ABOUT THE NIAGARA BANK— etily that if Mr. B^ 
[meaning Jacob Barker], could be ours of life, he could make it a profitable esncem — but has. 
in my opinion, irons enough in the fire, abeady, for one man. But then he's A HOST himself. 
// he gets the stock, you must stand ready to interpose a claim for the management of the fusfe 
ness — that ia^if you would be willing to accept such a place. He would require some one 
that he could repose confidence in to take charge of it. Though I have no idea that he will get 
it. ** D<>ul ie, double — toil and trouble,'* appears to be the order of the day in the commercial 
and financial worid — where it will land us 1 am unable to say. * » * • 

You say my Chancery businsM is attended to. How 7 Can you teU me whether Mr. ■ 
or Mr. ■ has seen the Attorney General about the Factory caupe, and what was the Attor- 

ney General's opinion aa to their issuing execution 7 I am so much perplexed with anxiety and 
apprehenaion abont my unfinished business, that I would gladly resign the whole. The Attorney 
General [Mr. M. Vanburen] is never st home — and when he is, I am so far from him, thst I 
cannot iiave that direct and constant communication which the interests of our clients demand. 
One thing I most earnestly desire of you, and that is to forward me all notices, papere, duc., 
that may be served on Mr, V. B. [Van Boren] as my agent. He would never think of it him- 
self, and my clients might be kicked out of court before I knew it. I shall make no more com- 
plaints about your bad writing, though your scimwls are most iofaoooos, after the caper* I have 
ent in this epistle. Yours truly, B. F. SUTLER. 

To Jsooe Hoyt, on a Banker*s Ways and Means. 

[No. 10.] WiSBiirdTON asd Warren Bank, Sandt Hill, June 9th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I am almost wholly destitute of Washington and Warren notea, and shall an* 
^toobtedly have oecasion for some before I can be fixndibed with a inpply torn New Yoik hjf 



B1TTLE&, BAAffBB, nOVT ASP VAN BUEBn's OLD BVFPALO BANK. I6t 

Mr. Barker. If j^da have ntbority fisom bin to obtein from the Mechaaies and Farmere* Bank 
the packages from those Bankf which draw on Mr. Barker, which I presume is the case, ibr the 
pnrposa of forwarding to Npw York, you will please tend me by first safe conveyance One 
thousand five hundred dollars in the common ngces of this Bank, which will answer me for ex- 
changing until I can hear firom Mr. B., of all which yon will advise him. If, however, you 
should receive from New York a supply of our notes» in sheets, or otherwise, for this Bank, you 
will not interfere with the packages at the M. d& F. Bank. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. If I send any papers by Mrs. Coffin and her son, I shall direct them, if they do not see 
yott, to be left at Wiawall's store. They will stop at Troy for the night and may not be at AJ. 
bany but a few minutes. I hear that a Mr. Clark from this village starts for Albany to. day ; if 
he does I shall send by him, and he would be a good person to send me the W. and W. notes 
by. Upon reflection, \ enclose a check on the M. & F. Bank, for (450, drawn by Abraham 
Martlimr, endofKd by Uriah Marvin and Jeremy Rock well» and also made payable by me to 
your order. Please present and collect it, and keep the amoont until you reoeivt a package 
from me, when you will forward it to Mr. Barker. 

If the check is not paid, please give noiioe tbereof by mail uiftamter to all the parties. Mart- 
ling I do not know — neither can I learn bis reaidanoe. Marvin you know — Rockwell lives 
at Hadley, Saratoga County. I inunded to have sent the check to-day by a private hand, but 
to guard agaiost accident, think it safiiat to forward by mail, being the first post after its recpipu 

B. F. B. 



To Jtw$e Hopt, at AXbonf, on kUfitne$8 to he Cathitr of the Buffalo Bank. 

[No. 11.] [per Mr. Thurman, fit>m Sandy Him,.] June 1 1, 1819. 

Dear Sir: 1 have received a letter fi-jm Mr. Birker, m^ntioniag the sibject of the NI.\6« 
ARA BANK, and requeeting my opinion of a certain friend of mine. For CASHISR, provi- 
dod he should conclude to purchase the stock — tu which J have replied as follows : — 

" I am hnppv t«» hear, by your letter, that in the i-vent of y»ur engaging in the Niagirti Bank, 
you have th >ught of M7 FR.I£r<f D UOYT,for Cashier. / know of nn person within the circle 
of my acquaintance whom I could recomrnend with equal conjidenee for thai eituation, HIS 
LNTEGRirY.ZEAL AND INDUSTRY, would, I am confident, insure him your appiobaiion 
and esteem. There can be no doubt of his being amply qualified for tb«^ tnsk. His acquain- 
tance with bosine.^s is generul, and ezteuMve, and for pcrsevemnce and activity 1 know of no one 
who surpasaes him. His experience in Mercantile business, wnuld alone have qualified him for 
the place, but in adJiiition to that he has the advantage of some connderahfe acquaintance with 
the bauaess of hanking, from his employment last year in the Mechanics and Fanners^ Bank. 
I have known him for several years ; intimately, for about diree. After the unfurtunate ter-. 
mination of his Mercantile concerns, instead of spending his lime in idleness, or giving way to 
despair or dissipation, which is pommonly the ease in SUCHCIRCUMSTANCGS,.he resolved 
forthwith to enter into employment of some kind or other ; asid, as nothing ofiered by which he 
could do better, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I am 'ngst the rest,) 
thought this a very forlorn hope, for siirh had been hie previ lus active Fife, and so long wa» his 
term of study, that I conMdered it sbs >luiely impossible for him to confine himself to i^o irksome 
an empl >yment as a clerkship in a law office, without any prospect of a ppee.ly admission either 
to the practice or the profits of the profes!«ion. He was for nearly three years in my oflliee, and 
for fidelity and attention, perseverance and application, the very host clerk I ever m^t with. I 
consider him perfectly con^tent to examine (a) into the affairs of the Bank of Buffalo, and give 
you an accnmte and judicious account of every thing that relates to it. It is needless for me to 
say that I feel a deep inrere9t in his prosperity, and that nothing would give me greater pleasui^ 
than to see him pUced in such a situation as would pvh him a competent support ; but perhnps 
it may be nece'ssry to satisfy you that my opinion of his merits is not overrated. I acknowledge 
that I am his friend, and I know that friends, like lovers, are a little blind to the faults of those 
they esteem, but I believe I may safely refer yon to any paraon acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
oooiSrmation of what I have aaid." 

(a) This is in reply to a suggestion about sending yon up to investigate the bosiness, prrpar- 
atory to a decision on the subject. I have aant my brief in ■ cause to New York last week 
by mail. Yours truly, a F. BUTLER. 

[No. 12.] June 14. I send you by J. L. Tlrarman, Esq., a package fer Mr. Barker, oontain- 
ings in current notea, (3,300. 1 have received yours by Mr. Clark, with (1,300 in W. and W, 
notea. 



4 ^ 



i56 T» IMMORAL TBNDBKCIB8 Of MOKET CHAlfOlNS. 

To Hofi, on Law, Stnwherrieg, SturtBVMU ««uf Mrt, OleaH. ' 

[No. 13.] Sawdy Hill, June 15th, 1819. 

Dear Friend : I am very much indebted to yon for your elaborate and very learned oi>inion 
upon the question in replevin. From the acquaintance with the subject which you diaplay, I 
doubt not that Sir Thomas Moore'a famous question would have received a prompt answer from 
you, altho' it puzzled a very erudite professor in one of the European Colleges. When are you 
coming up to Sandy Hill ? The country is very pleasant, and will continue so ft>r some time ; 
but in about a formight we shall have strawberries, &,c., in abundance ; and during that season 
should like lo see our friends. If Ghaxlcs is at Albany he can come up with the bearer, Mr. 
Smrtevant. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. If you have any money to send me, I would not advise you to send it by Mr. S. 

[Before Mr. Butler's postscript I find a postacript by Mrs. Butler, wherein, among other things, 
she says—" I repeat the question * When are you coming up V We want to see you very much, 
and hope for the pleasure before many weeks expire. If you ever have the honor and pleasun 
of seeing Mrs. Olcott, I wish you would present my love to her, and tell her I often flatter my- 
self with the hope that she will come up to Sandy Hill, and sec how country folks live. Wc 
have a plenty of pork, and soon shall have new potatoes and green com. H. B. " Mxs. B's 
anxiety to have the Albany Banker's wife np at Sandy Hill is explained by the subsequent run 
by OicoU on Butler, and their angry correspondenee. — W. L. M.] 



Zb Hoyi, shewing his plan of meeting a run for Specie. 

[No. 14.] Washington and Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, June 21, 1819. 

Dear Sir : Afy letter of yesterday informed you that T was engaged in a rumUng fight with a 
squadron from Commodore Wiswall's fleet. I send you by Mr. B. Wing, $900 in Troy, Lan- 
singburg, and Albany bills, which I wish you if possible to convert into specie. 1 do not know that 
I shall need it, but it will be sufficient with what I have, to teaze the enemy for the whole week, 
)f he should maintain his ground for so long a time. Mr. Wing will wait for the specie. 

I should suppose that so small a sum could easily be procured, especially if you divide the 
amount, say |(500 for Mechanics and Farmers' Bank and 9^00 for the others. I do not wish it 
lisped that I am in want of it to meet a demand on the Bank. / wish you to say to the hank 
that you want SMALL CHANGE ; and for that you will give them current bills. If you can 
obtain $600 it will answer the purpose, and if small money is not to be had ansrthing else will 
answer. 

// you are unable to obtain the amount of |(600 in Albany ^ you will please select the notes of the 
two Banks of Troy, and direct Mr. Wing to call at those Banks with their respective notes, and 
request them to furnish him with small money for change, and if they refuse, to demand specie. 
(Give him tpritten directions.) The other money in the package you may keep to be sent to Mr. 
Barker when I remit. 

I shall write you by the Wednesday mail, and shall also enclose a letter for Mr. Barker, which 
it would be desirable to have sent by Thursday's boat. You wiU probably ensure its going there 
if you call at the P. O. early on Thursday morning and request them to open the Northern Maii. 
I betieve that generally they leave it until after the boat has left, which is very injurious to me. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 15.] Sanut Hill, June 2l8t, 1819. 

Dear Sir : By the enclosed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by Wednesday's 
boat,) you will leam the situation of affiira here. If Commodore W. reported anything disad- 
vantageous, please correct it. I did not offer, as before to Allen, to pay him one bill at a time; 
but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of specie, which he declined waiting for me to count. 
If you think that you can get the specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy, Slc, please so 
inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Bacon is Uie person who brought the $706. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Oh seeming to pay at a Bank^-'-OilehriBt oaiwitted, 
[No. 16.] Washington and Warren Bank, Sandt Hill, Wednesday morning, June 23, 1819. 

[To Jacob Barker, Eat^., New York.] Dear Sir, » • » » » I have redeemed in ihc whole $780, 
during the two days past — all in large bills. I have now on hand, about $300 in small change, 
$900 in dollars and five francs, and $200 in gold. With this force I can with certainty sostaiii 
.myself until Saturday morning, and by that time I have uo doubt I shall have a further supply oi 
specie from Mr. Hoyt. • » « » ♦ 

I enclose you s copy of Mr. Olcott's letter. This is a new proof of the wavering policy o*" that 
Bank, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr Olcott's professions or engagements, for he 
offered of bis own accord to me last spring, that' I might at any time draw on you at a few itoys 



BttLBTl KEBUKfiS THE AVAKICIOXTS BILL-HOLDEES — ^*tVE PAT IN SPBCIB.' IfiT 

9igkt,'i( I chose #0 to do. » * » • • I hftve this morning had two smati sniM of oar ttotas 
presented, the one for (75 — the other for $91 — both from Albany; and both encloaed to Mr. 
Baird, with a request that he would present them immediately, and that the credit of the Bank 
was completely dowtiy whieh wae the eaute of their tenUng tk^m up. I shall pay theee^ hecauee 
the money wiU go down ^ the mail io-^y and may foiat the appreheneion of eotne peraont wha 
would otherwise send tip\ Imt I ahali reqneet Mr, 3. to deetine any fwrthar commMOnanef the 
Hnd ; and if any mare oath appear, I SHALL PUT THBM ON THE SAMS OROUND WITH 
THE OTHERS. 

As the calls this week have aaniiMl tiift aha rtm of • rnn on the Bank, yoa will mdoiAl. 
edly aee the aeoesaity of giving iim • M|f^.of apacl0 m aaon as pooibla. 

Yoora tnily. B. P. BUTLER* 

P. S. — Since writfing the above, Wlawatt Imm Aomm na hia money ; ha baa nam $480%. Gil- 
christ haa demanded his bills. / iald hhn I laoa ready ta pay in tpeeie, hvt ea mme need paying 
Wiewall, he presenting hie hiUeJiret. GilehitM haa reaolved not to wait and retttraain the tflp^» 

Olcott on pretended Banke and Bankers. 
[No. 17.] [Mr. Okaolt toPieahbot Boilef.]-*." Ufokank^ and Fornvtrt^ Bank, Albany, Jnma 
21,' ldl9,— Dear 8ir : We aend by the bearer, Mr. Gilchrist, Fifty three hundr<Kl dollaia of the 
Biila of yoor Bank* for radenipcioa. You are probqibly aware of the deiermiDation of the Ifttika 
in tbia city to take no drafts from country banks on the city of New York ; and least you may 
think the measure unfriendly or oppresaive, I would mention that our object is to present country 
Banks from placing funds in N. Y., to apeeohite on their own depreciated paper. That they do 
operate in this way we have good reaaon to aa ap t ^-; otherwise why do they place &iids at ao 
great a distance from the only spot where they FRBTfiND TO REDEEM, or give apeeio 
value to their bills. I ahootd be gfad to tntka an ejfeepiion of your Bank* did sot oar eireoa- 
ataneea require a prompt and speedy return, and I traai I am not miamken in the belief that you 
will give our agent every facility and aceommodatfton* With great vagatd^ dbe.'* 

^JeeeeHeytim^akiekM»%JBntlerdfyiageaaaitk freak ike trmth, 
[No. 18] [per Mr. Hitchcock.] Sanmr HfLL, June 22, 1819. Tueaday evening. 

Deiir Sir : I have flni^d my aeoond day% weak with Wiatrall. Have also tent yon to-day 
$900 in current notea to be connvrted into apecie, by Mr. Bei^. Wmg. I requeated you to pro- 
care it peaceably from the Banhe there, hot i miw widi dMt yon .would convert it into Median- 
iea and Farmers' Bank nolce, and demanA the specie from them if they ate unwilling to advance 
it promptly. Mr. Olcott has to-day senc up between $5000 and $6000 by Mr. GilchriaL He ar- 
rived here in the stage a little befoae tnea, Mr* Oloott weiaFa nie a very friendly letter, atatiog 
that they will not take drafts on New York, and that they meaa to make the cowitry Banks 
keep (heir fanda at home. Hts measengsr oiao refaaaa to take ear notea payable in New York 
or those of the Btchange Bank. By tin hy, 1 moat ho haid pssaaed before 1 part with the latter 
for any one, friend or foe. I have told Mr. Gilchriat that I w-^s READY TO PAY SPECIE, 
and would pay specie at ALL TIMES DURING BANKING HOURS ; and that [would pay 
nothing else. Whether he will remain or not I do not know. If he does, he must wait tiU I 
am through with Wiswall. I send $250, in current billsr by Mr. Hitchcock, to be added to the 
$900, and managed in the same manner. I did not mean to call on Mr. Olcott for apeeie, but 
since his message to-day I intend to pay him specie and to make hfm furnish it beaidea. Ybu 
need not tell him ao, however. I must have SOME epecie by Mr. Wing, and Shall rely on yen 
for it, five or six hundred dollars carries me safely* through the week. 

Yours truly, B. P. BUTUSR. 

You may send a copy of the foregoing by Thursday's boat. 

Let the papers in Mr. Hitchcock's care be sent up. 

Jesse Hoyt instructed to proclaim that the Bank eoatd and wanld pay., 
[No. 19.] Washl^oton & Warrex Bank, Saxdv Hill, June »3, 1819. Wed. 9, A. M. 
Dear Sir : Read the enclosed letter to Mr. Barker, seal and send it os soon as pomible, and if 
the specie for the $1150 is not already on the way. hasten it as speedily as poesible. TELL 
ALL PERSONS THAT THE BANit HAS NOT STOPPED, AND WILL NOT STOP 
PAYMENT, AND THAT WE PAY IN SPECIE. I presume the rumour of the failure of 
our Bank in Albany must have arisen fnmt the repoKs of WiswaU. Let na aae knees the 

»Hts latter wm written en Taeutav eTeninR^fbur dnyt of the week were yet to cotDe—Butler was ready to mt 
OflehrM tpMsie. and ' Dotkinjr elM *-^4lio* be iuA loireelr aagr to pay, end ww depeiMliag lii a tkv hundred dollAra 
of tmall chm^ toeorry Iriai ■■ialy throa(fa the wSfk. OT cottiM, biettalMDant to Gilchrist and others that he Wnt 
able tio oay and woald do m, wae ualrae. Mr OttohriitM now in New York, a merchant, I believe He telli. 
that flo fhr wnt Mr. Bntler §nm payiof that ha threstoiiad lo i^t him oat of bi« office. Of coune, he lefl 0a&dy 
Hill Whether the Wiswall protractad payment was another pious, legal and financial trick, is a qntstion Mrter 
asked than answered. 
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amount rf my calk^ aar oif mifJuMdi. If any ^pedt comM fipom Mr. Barker, forward it Kr e#. 
prw. Youn truly, B. F. BUTLiat. 

Th H»JiU tluwinf the PrendenVe iitoe tente o/ Aonor, 
[Na 30.] Sumr Hill, June 84, 1819. Tkuiwlay momioKi 10 minnten before 10. 

0iMir Hiiyi : The inteUifenoe by Mr. Wing is uaexpeoted and nopleaaaot. 1 am son y yom 
did out iend tbe specie. In die absence of all MStftvcnaivs from Mr. Barker foi a fortnight* I 
consider it my duty to continue paying. If I stop I may as well stop next we^k as this. 1 oan 
Md out tkroagh this week. My eoarafe io widattiiMd, «f|ifiis not {at] aU depressed, and if I dio 
*' 1 die 51V ith harness on my baok," fighliag as long aa posiible. 

(Favoured bf Mr. Boyd.) Yonrs truly, B. F BUTLER. 

P.d. There am <AetiM«i<to/ moil aMla/Mpar Asr» Mf . B03KI hadagreed to iak« my 

4Mfr (41 Jacob Barker, at 10 dtfye' etgii. While he was gone to Baird*8 for the money. Wing 

anved eav»vw. I could have given it afterwaida, but CONCEIVING IT DISHONORABLE/ 

TOLD UIM IN CONFIDENCE WHAT 1 HAD HEARD, and refused to give him the draft. 



IfV Jfeyl, asytiif ha ts eyM sisp tfki$f 
[No. 21.] SANirr Htll. June !», 1819. 10 o'clock A. M. 

"Dear Hoy t : T have not yet stopped payment, and shall not (unlets Mr. Barker directs me to do 
ioO until 1 am obliged to give up the $hip, Yonn tntiy, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 23.] Washingionand Wanan Bank. Bandy Hnx, June 26, 1819. 

Dear Sir * 1 enclose you a letter for Mr. Barker, whiab please read, and then copy. Send one 
oopy to New York for Mr. Barker, and keep the other on hand for him, a^ he may be at Albai.y be- 
fanr the one sent to New York can reach him. Yo« viU perceive (ram the wltiun what my oima. 
tioB ia. Would it not be folly for roe to atop ? Youn truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. Keep tho aiioation of my Amds secret. 

The Banket horrm»ing-»^tho Bamk miU poy. Pttaiianit Muikr ta Afr. John Maird, Alhanif- 
[Farcred by Mr. Hoyt.J 
[No. 2S.] WaAington and Waff»*n Bank, Sahut Hxuu June 36, 1819. 

Dear Sir: Availing myself of your friendly oAer to loaa me for the um of this Bank^ foar 
ThoQMind Dolian, I send yon 6y Jeotm Hopt myprioate note for that sum, wbioh he is authoriicd 
tn-fill up with snob ter us ot psyment aa may be agreeable 10 yoa, and also *wentyi«ix piomiftM>ry 
notes omounting !•» more than Tea TAstiaajad ZM^nw, which I am able to assure you are as good 
paper as this state can afibrd, to be plaoed ia four hands ua ooUaternl security for the prompt pay. 
ment of tbe loan. It is desirafale to oonclado this arrangement without dehiy, which i* tttt caiiae 
of mv arfdn^ssing you at Albany. You aioy reig upon it thai the Bamk can and utiU continma 
Dto REDEMPTIONS. I am, dear sir, yonr firimd aad obodfent aanrant. B. F. BUTLER. 

Tk Ho9t on a legal tender for the Albany Dutch, 
[No. 24.] [Favored by Caleb Baker, Esq ] Sajidt Hill, June 29th, 1819« 

Dear Hoyt :«-->The eacloeed will show you how th«! ** world waga." One of those pennms that 
I told to wait until their turns came, was THE YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or (500 taken 
for rents doe his iather. 

If you know him^as I believe you do— T wish you would FALL IN WITH HIM, and oak 
hig- agMon^I know it will he fatorablt al*hoygh J did not pay him^ h^eauee he eat within tnf 
counter and read the papere, AND DKANK WINE WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE 
HOURS BEFORE THE BANK CLOSED, and saw every man who had come from Adia. 
tance, or woe poor and needy, paid in specie without a moment's delay. 

Nowif.hisopinioB isfrieiMily.Idaresayitwia passcurmni, AND BE A LEGAL TEN- 
DSR in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would anewer for CIRCULATION, &c. Let mo 
hasr how overythiiig goes— and what is said and done at Albany. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Seal and send die enclaaed aftn reading iu If Ike loan widi Baird was cooolnded, and yon 

«lfr. Badw was tfn Pr ii H n * of a Bank olMvtaivd by the LeiddatiMe. a kwrai. tha •OuWnt and ftaitpar of At- 
onmj Oenaral Van Burnn. ami tfrnniaetfld the butiiieiii nnd knaw nr pratcnded to know the eimdition of the ittnti- 
totion. whMe notet he tifned and promised to pey. If it wes dishonornble to deeeiTe hi* friend Boyd on Thiinday» 
,, .. ^ ^ Balfd ea Betiinley •• that the Bank one «nd wlU eootlaaa he re 



tovnej General Yea Burnn. and traniaeted the busfaiess and knew nr praiended to know the condition of the innti- 
totion. whose notet he signed and promised to pay. If it was dishonorahle to deeeiTe hi* friend Boyd on Thiinday» 
as above, was it honorable or hnoest ta aame Baird ea Bataiday " that the Bank oan and will contiana ha re 
demptiont.** VTas it honest to deeeive the Ymin|r Patrana en Tiieaday, «r tn fee Mr . Bert to alaca ia the Albaay 
DaOy AdTertiser the tissue t^ ftftM nnltaths detMl at Bandy BiU oa that day. and wkieh Ife. Mier eppiaode Ihift 
for pnblishinf . at beuif ** well tissed T * I eannot eoneehre the idea of ntele dirael, clear, tyetenalk and watt ••- 
daistoad fraud than it axUbited aablethfasly br Uam t Bader aad Bovt*s txaataaUaat nnotded an thcta naaaa. 



WnttLf TAN BUBSN-LIKEj QVUS TUB PJI«fU TfitOVaS THS PESiS. ^M 

expect the specie on TTiOBAaj^ Jroumesr ptihepe vk Celeb Beker to stcty for it. If not, tell km 
tkm-e wiUnoibeA LOAD rniH neju week. UK AND EVERY BODY ELSE thinks I havt 
TONS OF IT oa tha wa^, 

Hoyt and Bi^iUr^t pious but well'timed falsehood, 

Mr. Hoyt got hie friend Botiet'd lettei* pufaiiebed ee yaSk et Albany. *' Your extract wee well 
tteed A* eayB Omkr, ( Joly ad.) Hen ia the extnet. . 

Frsm H^AttfafntJMH^A^otrtksr, 

[ Waahington and Warren Bank.]— Wednesday, 30th June, 1819. Mesera. Wchetewi & Skin- 
nera : The following ijian extract frooi a letter dated (QT Sandy Hill, Juno 2d, 1819 If you thfaik 
ita publication will he of any service to community, you will please to give it a" place in your paper. 
[No. 26.1 Sanpy Hill, June, 29, 1819. 

The ran upon the bank still continues, but the alarra in this part of the country is wholly fvi^ 
aided. The appnrancs of IJr. Barker iugood health and tpirits among us^ saiisfi^d the people 
thai tks Washifigton and Warren Bank iDottld sustain na lost by hia temporary suspension. AH 
mre debgkted with the msesmnmlmiiag dimeiiian of Mr, Butler the President, When there 
were more calls than he could satisfy with his own hands, he called in his neighbors to aaaiat \\isk 
Uk pafing. And when there were more than all could attend to, lie requested thoee persons that 
came with the bills, to lay them down and take as many dollars in specie as they left in bffla, 
and retire to give room ibr others. Many came and snw the counter lorided down with gold atid 
ailver and went away satiaiied that all was well, and thai Sandy Hill wns not without its ' graine 
sf gold,* You may tell your Albany banks that they had better be a little more aparim^ of their 
denuaciatioos, ibr their own vaults may have to atone for the sins of their keepers. Sell all the 
goods you can for these notes. But you had better not send up until the alarm has proved ground. 
leas, a» you may be trod un in the crowd. When you do send, however, you will always hate 
the preference over broken in being waited upon, fbr we do not much admire thoee leechea upon 
the ' body politic' in this part of the country.** 

[No. 25, a,] Steam Boat Riebmend, JaDe28, 1819^-*-8ir : I left Bandy HHI yvsterday. The 
Bank has not stopped payment — it will not stop payment ; which please promulgate to prevent 
the bnikers from Fptoaiatingofl the leers of the holders of the bank of Was<h)ngron and Wi^ren. 
I ftball CMiunence discounting again (at the Exchange Bank,) within 60 days from the 23d juf 
June. JACOB BARKER. 

[No. 26 ] 30, June, 1819.^-Dear Heyt : If the original arrives in time for the aaiUthia aned 
not go. 1 ahall want the lipfcJe f>r Schuvler'a note if paid. Yoiwi iridy, B. F, fifUTLEJL 

II III 

President Butler deceives the People, and denounces Chartered MomspsUstSt 
[No. 27.] [Per Mr. L. Clnrk.] S'awdy Hill. July 1, 1819. 

T«» Jesse H •jrt^-^DEAR SiR! Thc enclosed yoo will send by the first boat, after reading H, 4t6. 
I sen 1 you 25 Times. You see how boldly wc come out. I have deliberated long before I 
ventured it^-but. aa it*8 a pirt of my '* hud^t of ways and means,*' hav« at len^h oonclnded 
to run the baiMrd.* If the specie for Schuyl^Ks note coutd be obtalYwd, ycm could acDd it by 
tha bearer. Seud the papers on Saturday. Tell me what you think of my bulletin. 

Youra truly, B. F. 9VTLEK» 

* PrM<4«nt Btttler*! ManifMto. r*ferra<l to la tht abore totter, tt a part of hii *' budget of wayi tad nMant,*' end 
— -* after Blr. Barker*! vUit, wot bi followi: 



tJiVMi tU sandy Jm TViMt. Jiilir 8. 1810.1 

The fitllowlnc eommanicalioa oa tkt subject of tba Bank at this pUea, maj be raliad npon as eomioe FROM 
AN OFFICIAL SOURCE. 

I Arr CA* TVinm] W4iUN«T0» Asa Waexkh Bjhik.— The eseit«meot in relation to tha paper of tha Wsib- 
li^ltMi aad Wanwn Bank, btf inning to tutwide. pcchfips it may nnt be UT timed to reqnen tba ntlantion ortba pAili|i«i 
ta« fmr pnuaiaant poiatt, oonoacted wiili the o|ieration« and chnmctar of that inttitution. The sudden and unex- 

Of pa? DM 



^ J MwpeMion of payment at the Exchange Bank, tosether with other eiuaes produced, very naturnlly. itrolif 

•atpielont <'f the lolTeaey of the WaahingUin and Warren Rank, which w«re greatly increoned hr thc mallciou« 
propheeies and tlaiMlereat report* of penona who regarded its success with jealousy and hntrcd. 'Inie conieqnence 
«•». the rajrii and vaxatiotu return of its notes, accompanied with demands f(»r specie, or fir such bank paper oi is 
•qttiTatootiherete. Mr. Barker, foreseeing this result, and (faring that the bnnk might not bo able to withstand tbo 
jSrst rlrrlfc. altkou«b coafideot of oltimate saeces«, rery fairly ouored the pablie, in hi* adifress to them. Chat the 
Woskiitgtnn and Warreo aotci would all be paid mtkin sizty days, without nromistng titat the bank would not |w 
compelled to suspend, fur a short period, the payment of its nutes. It wa» ronnd, fiowever, that a eonrve so «tn- 
ptoaeaat ead dietreseinc wae naneceiaary, oiui that UU bank, ty resorting ta it* Ugal right*, 90 far a* it re*f«tt* 
hrohtre md atkar ituu*, wouU be able to ride outtbegnlc. and tfant too without pre»«ing tiiote ti)at owe the 



It kaa **mHnn»d, emiviUeMtiMMS it* redempHona, and ii abnndnntip able to pag all its dehu. tatke** ufter- 
msH ftttHdnt '* '^^ debts dne to the bank, amount to more tlian double tk^ir ni>tcs in circnintlon. and tktee 
datte are pstfatUy eemrv^-Kliaw i* jMtbap» scarcely one that will not ultimateiy be cotlcctcd. How then can aoy 
one bt a leoer by the bank 1 

ItJetniathat tbe Bank hai not extended Lo speculaton andha',ik attmtiy th.nt pro'npt nTMn>'>n)dntion wht^. 
Hadei iaurithiaf eireumitanceii would probably nave been afforded * aqd it i^ rJ^u tru^ '.li;i( r (,a< been rngaeed, i^ 



160 mrrtflt BAtMfta BftMtfti, BOLttBs rut UAnnZf axd obeys sjlbebb. 

To Htift, on AttfneptfftfJMit to % td g w ih§ Bo»d «/ Brdbrik 
[No. 28.] Bamvt Hill. July S<i, 1819—11 A. M. 

Dkak Hott : All goes on well. Caleb airiTed last night with the reinforcement Fmt 
** extract*' toas well timed. I wish yon would keep the Albany merchants back. It's nther 
bad friendship to get our bitis together, and poet them up here, say SO days sooner than thev 
would otherwise some. At the woist tJ^y would go into Biokers' hands, WHICH IS THE 
BEST PLACE IN THE WORLD FOR ME. I have neelTed a very beggiag. coajdng letter 
fiom Mr. Oicott, hut a$ WittMtiTt »# nsf if not huif paid^ I don^t trouble mpeelf about it. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Tb J9b|r<, at AXbann, —Ought not the FuHic to wait awhile ? 
[No. 29^ [Sent per Mr. Hand.] Saitdt Hill, July 7, 1819. 

^ Private and Secret.— Deis Hott : I have paid since the Run commenced $9000 and over. 
Too know bow much I had then. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL MORE NOW, and am in 
every respect better off. The reinforcement frnm Jacob Barker puts tne out [of] dunfter. Hare 
paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The pnbKc 
have been paid over ^GOOO— the Brokers $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT 
AWHILE? ire have CROWED /vU etwugh far the present, therefore had better wrUe no 
flwre for the papers. , I shall add a note to <* Equal Rights/' whieh will gaU the Mechanics^ and 
Torment Bank to tJie quick.* 

Finished last Saturday night by trying the replevin, at Glen's Falls— got home 1 a'ck>ck, 
Sunday moniing. Jury equally divided, 6 and t^Sheriffin our favor. Skinner and me bfrtli 
summed up ; suited myself and everybody else. Noticed anew for Tuesday, 13— clear case ; 
ahall certainly succeed — want the lease from Van Rensselaer to Caldwell, as they gave parol 
evidence of U. Send it up in time. 

Paid Saturday, tho 3d, 901 ; on Monday, 379 though the Bank was shut ; on Tuesday, 817. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

T» Hsytt on Law, Chancery, and steering the Peapie " to fret a little:* 
[No. 30.1 Sakdt Hill, July 10th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : My present business is chancery. The eneloaed bill I drew in great haste last night 
tod thifl morning. I want It presented on Monday, and the motion made and mged ob the 
ground of the great injury to the Bank if those notes should be put in circulation. Whether 
Borfcet's aMfgrnoent to this Bank is good or not, we om sniUUd to the tngumction. Whether 
the bills tre hto or curs, the l^armers' Bank have no right to use them ; and if they do, we suiier 
as well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied^Mid a copy sent to Mr. Barker for Mr. 
fTeUe* swamtnatian, 

It*yoq get the injunction, show it 6rst to the Sute Bank, and tell they follow next — then serve 
it on Fannen' BanR — then show to Lansingburgh, and tell them they slull have the same,irarf 
had better keep the bills. That is, if you think it best to inform the others before I have made 
out bills against them. 

The M-*—-*buflinesB I have neglected, and never can attend to it Serve the petit ion — 
give the notice— -fiU up the proper dfly--make the motion. You and the Attorney General [Mr. 
vgn Bvren,] drtw the interrogatories and examine the witnesses. / cannot, and must rely 
wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER THE PUB- 
Lie TO FRET A LITTLE, than hazard the safety of THE INSTITUTION by paying out 
TOO FAST. I have paid this week $3500— #600 of which was Walker. 

YouiB truly, B. F. BUTLER. 



9;^ ie iMV engagtd in (A« payment of tmell epeeie, J^ to penom of tkat deflcriptioo ; but It fiHiit rIwc^ be re- 
iMOibOTod, tket Om Fkrmer4, Meekaniee, Trawttert, and TradwHen, who have vrtBenUd tto Mb, Aom hmmpmid 
in ikf m»9t prompt and lAeral manner. It mutt aho b« borne in miod, that the pratsaie of the tliMi woaM of 
It»etf be a •itificient excuse fur many thinp, which, at a mort nropitioot moment, wouM be deemod ipcnwrilant 
with tiie ruiet of fair and honorable butinett ; and above nil, that the eouree purBued in chit mitiooUr intliMe. 
i« adopted for the expieM purpose, not of uijurin^, but of indemnifying the pnbHe. THE BANK 16 ABLE TO 
PAT. and intmda ta pay iU naUa, hit it tnppota thai Ike kaneet yeomanry, who camp— ike *" borne and mrUeU" 
of tke land, art mtitUd ta ettry aceommedatum, m preference to greedy spoeulatere and arrogant monied mr ie h 
traeiee. Tkeoe too vko kave ''poistmed tke ekaiiee:* kave no reaeon to complain, if mitk tet ri S nUm juatiee, U tf 
**prtaented to tkeir lipe ;" nor even if tkey are eempeUed to taste a perUen of ite temtente. 

* After the W. and W. Bank had shut its doors for several yenrt and hemght In its own unsaleable pepar, k opMed 

them afain nJaeob Bnricer, Jesse Hoyt, Fitxgroene Hnlleck, and B. P. BuDer beinf still eonneeiied with it On 

the 99th of December 1830, Mr. G. R. Barker, cashier, wrote from the Bank to Mr. Betier, as follows :— Dear Bk^- 
This will be handed you by J. F. Bhirrill who roes to Albany for the purpose of proonrinff some apeeie. I want 
SMOO. and wnd vou that amount in bills. Mr. (JatobJ Barker aavt he has writtea Mr. Oleett on the sahjeet. I 
Apald not trouble ysw, but want the busineM done eorrectly, and lear to trust it alone with Mr. BhirrilL 1 sead a 
draft fur ^3000 ; which, if Mr. O. preiers. yoo will please haitil him— but I should nrelWr Ms taking the notes. If 
yoa hare to inve him the draft you will please deposlte the aotet in the If. aad F. Bank, to oareivdil, whM wiU 
ttake a specie depowt of that amount in Albany. G. R. BARKER, Caekier 



MTLBft S PIBTY, PIMION AN9 naFUDCnT-i— KBNT km CtmtOVi 16l 

P. 8.— If Sehayier'8 note wu ptyable ker€, I would take WMhington and Wamn gladly, hut 
hf hia own act he has made i( payable in Albany. Now let him pay what theff will take, ex- 
cept I will take it in i Plattsbarg and i carrent-^ B'irlington, } oorrent. If he has our notes 
let him present them. If not pnid, write Baiid that it must be done forthwith, or he will be 
SUED— Baird will make him pay it. * 

Chanedlor Kent eeolded-^Uuton declared to be raoing mad^'^Fair and Proper eaUeJ" 
[No. 31.] Saoty Hill, July 14, 1819. 

To J. Hoyt.— Dear Sir : Send the enclosed by the boat to-morrow--4iil goes welL The 
Chancellor's decision, in my opinion is diBgraceinl, partial, unjostiBable — (inter nos.) I pay from 
f 700 to 91000 daily-^hiefly in specifr-.Mfur/yiiff aU FAIR AND PROPER eiUU. 

I yesterday tried the Replevin over again, and aAer a prodigious hard conflict obtained the 
inqnisition. This secures the estate. The lease did not arrive in time for the trial, as I had it 
at Lake Greorge. Got through summing up at 11 o'clock— Jury out till after 1, A. M. — tough 
binineei I can assure fou. After Bank hours, rode through sun and dust to Lake George— 13 
miles — ^tried the cause—up till 3, A. M. — up again at i past 4 — ^home before bank houri. 

CLINTON IS RAVING MAD, BESIDE BEING A FOOL, Bat I have no time for more. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Capt. Coffin's letter contains cash. Let me know whether the Comptroller found the account 
of public monies received by the Attorney General [M. V. Bursn] during my agency, correct. I 
furnished it last mail. (Sent by Mr. Bacon.) 

* JVom Grave to Gay-^from Lwehf to Severe."-^** Orator Puff had two tonee to hie voiee." 
[No. 32.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care of Jacob Barker, Esq., New York.* 

Saitdt Hill, July 21, 1819. 
^ My Dear Sir : I condole with you most sincerely. I commend you to Him who is able to 
bind up the broken heart — ^who alone can give you consolation in your distress — whose will is 
righteous, and whose mercy is unbounded. I HAVE NO TIME FOR MORE. 

Yours most truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
PosTscKiFT. I have of this date written to Jacob Barker, Esq., stating my situation and pres- 
' fling him to furnish me one thousand dollars at least in specie, to reach me by the 30th inst. If 
my letters are not received, please inform him of this postscript, and add that it is aheobttelg 



To Hoytf on poffing in a elow way ! 
[No. 33.] SAKAT0O4 Sfeiros, Aug. 34th, 1819. 

Dbah Sir: • « « « * Your brother [Lorenzo Hoyt,] has charge of the 
Bank during my absence — Mr. Barker left us this morning for the south. * • * * « The 
Bank will go on paying daily, IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me 
flome liberal assistance — and in the meantime I shall take it slow and easy for tlie future, without 
laboring as I have done for the two months past, which have beeB in every respect the most la- 
borious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate mjrself, however. Math the reflection, that I have 
relieved MANY HUNDREDS of pereone who would have been almost ruined if we had stopt 
as Mr. Barker advised rae-^ihat I have kept np PARTIALLY the credit of the paper O* in 
the vicinity of the Bank, which in the event of stopping would have been at 50 or 60 per cent 
discount — and, that in all that I have done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote 
the interests of my employer, and the welfare and preservation of the community. « « « • 
^ * -In haste, your friend, B.F.BUTLER. 

Preeerve the Bank! — Butlefe character lowered — Hoyt exhorted to repentance — Sabbath 

Keeping—Wiedom'e Waye. 
[No. 34.] [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.] Sandy Hill, Nov. 16, 1819. 

My Dear Sir : Yours of the 11th is just received — ^I enclose a power of attorney which I pre- 
sume will answer. Your letter of the 5th was received last week ; but being called awaiy for 
the two next days, and considerably engaged since my return, I had not found it convenient to 
acknowledge its receipt. I shall not pretend to deny your right to complain of my silence, but 
at the same time, I must retort the charge ; and I presume you will admit that there is full as 
much ground for it in one case as in the other. I have no doubt of the multiplicity of your con. 
cems, nor of your industry and perseverance ; and I hope most sincerely they will be rewarded 
by that success to which they are justly entitled ; but I believe you cannot have had so perplezsng 
and arduous a tour of duty as mine has been for the last six months. Indeed, I am certain that 
no poor wight ever labored more sincerely for the public good, or received more of public ceneure 

*W1ien it became evident that Mr.Barker would neither purchaae the " good will " of the brolien Bank of Nmgam, 
at BuffiUo, nor laitain the Waahiofton and Warren Bfnk, Mr. Hoyt remoired from Albany to New York to prac- 
tise kw, i m rie g tafesa si H owsw , is as ais—y at Isf , aa^ u a Mlidtofiln-chaacery. 



l^ ms frAia 09 niLA&n oaikbd, wrtn, pftBAcaxs to BBoTABft jBssfi. 

mkd ahme. For the last Beren or eSgkt weeks, howavtr, we have bad oonpeimtiveiy quiot thprn, 
and I hare had some leisure for law reading and law labor.' 

Yon are right in supposing that the late catastrophe (for I oonsider it the end oi that drains) 
in the Exchange Bank, is a common misfortone. To me especially it is a great one. / ktd 
cheerfully Buffered the depreciation of OUR PAPER, that Mr. B. [Baiker] might in the mean- 
time bend all his efforts to the Elzchange Bank, and in the resumption of payment there, hoped 
for the most auspicious results. The matter is peat mending, and no doubt it is all ibr the li^sL 
We continue paying daily in a email way, more to relieve the aufferinge of community than for 
any other purpose. The credit of the paper is very k>w in this ceuntry^-hardly any one takes 
it at par — and were it not for the small payments of which I spoke, no one of my neighbon 
would have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution. Some few, inferring from 
what hasbeen done and what is now doing, that the intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, 
are rather disposed to think favorably of the coneem ; but their numbers aie not great. Fortu- 
nately, however, by our redemptions and collections, we have got in nearly all the paper in cir- 
culation in this part of the State, and there i» now but little more than half as much out as then 
was when the troubles commenced. The most interesting and gratifying part of your letter, was 
that in which you gave us reason to look for you here in December. We shall rsly with cer- 
tainty^ on your coming up ; and if a cordial reception can make your visit a pleasant one, you 
will most assuredly find it so. Indeed, I can M4y most truly, there is po one of my quoTidam 
friends that I am more aniious to see than yourself. By the bye, my character is bo depreciated 
at Albany (according to report) that but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or re- 
ceive me. Some of them, I hear, have the kmdness and condescension to compassionate and 
pity mo, while others consider me full ae bad ae Jacob Barker, lihich in these days is cooadeied 
a pretty severe specimen of invective and reproach. So be it. 

They cannot rob me of iree nature's grace, 

They cannot diut the windows of the sky. 

They cannot bar my constant feet to trace I 

The woods and hiwns, by Kving stream at eve ; 

Of faney, reason, virtue, nought can me bereave. | 

I am sorry to observe that you an obliged to ttun casuist in order to reconcile your Sundof x 

labors to your own sense of doty. You may remember what Sir Mathew Hale said on that i 

subject, '* That he tried both plans, and from experience could say, that no man ever gained any- 'i 

thing in the end, or furthered his busine^, by attending to it on the Sahbath.** 

I know that you hnve had mnny and severe misfortunes to contend with ; but I think there is 
a better method o( consolation to be found than the one you have adopted. No doubt the poig- i 

nancy of distress is often lessened and destroyed by the hurry of buBinees and the active employ, 
roent of the mind, and therefore thow remedies should frequently be adopted — but no true con- | 

solation can ever be derived from anything that requires the neglect of a religious duty. The j 

ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only, ** are ways of pleasantnenf* — her paths, and hen only, 
*' are paths of peace.*' Mri. Butler joins in affectionate remembrance. ! 

Truly youn, B. F. E. 

Pious exhnrtatione to feme Heyt-^Treiuble at the Btmk^The Attorney makeo hia d^ut. 
[No. 35] Sandy Hill, Dec. 17, 1819. My Dear Siji * • [a private paragraph omit- 
ted.] • * I am sensibly vou^ have had many difTjcuhies^o contend with — ^many privations to 
endure — many afHictions to^bnMyto— hut that all Fmsj^en right andjuof^ however severe and 
pni'iful it may have seemelS^'tio less the acknowl&ffgrnenmf REASON, than the dictate of 
REVELATION. The former assures us that the BEING who formed and upholds the natnral 
world, BO full of order, regularity, and excellence— who supports his creatures with every good of 
life— M who makes all nature beauty to the eye and music to the ear,** must be Righteous and "^ 

Bonevolent ; while the latter represents him as vindicating the mysteries of His Providence by 
ssying," What I do now thou.Jinowest not, but thou shah know hereafter** 

We have been much troubled by visitors at/ the Bank for the 10 days past. The Court of 
Common Pleas, which sat in the village a part of two weeks, has just adjourned. You can hard- 
ly conceive How much I was vexed-and moiestedl Every man who owned a dollar of our paper 
made a point of bringing it along. I made my debut as an attorney — ^was employed in two 
causes which I tried and argued, and .had very good success. There is but httle law business 
doing in this county. Such complaints^ou never heard from lawyers, of the dullness of the 
times and the scarcity of money. Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Butler'e PiouM Sympathy^HaUeck initiaUd in W, hi W. Banking. 
[No. 36.] - Satot Hill, Jan. 3, 1820. 

Dear Hojt: We rsgiet very muob that Mr. Halleck has made his visit, and is returning with. 
ootyoa; *****.. •»dM;lwpntkatlIe<'wbotMp«itha«inaiQaiB 
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■horn 'lamb" will enable yon to anatain yonr mtalbrtunes with dignity and patience, and make 
your future lif^t more happy than your ibndeat wiahea could anticipate. Mr. HaUeck has been 
with US a week, and I muat really say that we have been greatly delighted with him. Hk ge- 
nius and acquirements render him a moat agreeable and inatraetive companion. I envy you the 
pleasure you must derive from a full and nninterrupted interoouiae with such a man. He can 
tell yon all about our Banking concerns.* Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

3b Jesse Hoyt.-^ButUrtoould be the Juliue Ctuar of Srnidy HtU^^ie a Buektail-^Self. 
[No. 37.] Hudson, Feb. 7th, 1820. . 

Dear Friend : The release for Mr. Youle is enclosed. We have no Commiasioner at our vil- j 
Jage (the men Jit for it being ehiejiy Bucktaile,) and I therefore brought it with me. ***** | 
* * * I am much obliged to you for your letter and the pamphlets. One of the latter I saw at I 
Mr. Van Huron's last week, which he had from you. " For thoughts that breathe and worda : 
that bum** it is almost without a rival in modem political publications. I must confess that I 
have been guilty of considerable negligence, and frequent violations of punctuality. Tou are 
THE ONLY PERSON to whom J ever write, except on busineee topics, and perhape I should 
write less frequently than I now do were it not for the occasional necessity of the correspondence. 
Not that I dislike the employment, or have forgotten the friend — ^neither is the case. 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandy HiU, the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of the bar, having left room for some other 
person. I have taken his office, but whether I shall fill his place remains to be seen. I have 
been urged to hold myself in reserve until spring and then remove to New York with an old 
friend of ours, (M. Van Buren), but I prefer remaining where I am. " A rolling stone gatbeni 
no moss," and though I certainly would not have gone from Albany had I known what would 
follow, I have too much pride to keep always on the move — and upon the whole do not regret 
the removal. Besides, I doubt whether it would be advisable to locate myself in New York, 
even with the aid of wealth and talents. The saying of CeBsar's,^hat he would rather be tha 
first in a small viUage than the second at BomOt is a fair expression of the sentiments of most 
men. At New York I could never hope to be even the SECOND— where I am [Sandy Hill] 
perhaps it may not be too presumptuous to aspire to higher honors. I believe Mr. Van Buren 
does not wish to have it known that he removes to New York in the Spring, therefore, if yon 
have not already heard of it, you will please consider what I say as inter nos. I am fearful that 
Mr. Barker's misfortunes will prevent you from realizing all the prospects you indulged in when I 
last saw you. Pray inform me all about it. You know that my interest in your welfare is very 
great, and that nothing would give me more pleaanre than to hear of your success. Do you med- 
dle with politics? Or are you a silent spectator of the conflict 7 

Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to^iresent myself before the pnb. 
lie in that capacity, I have thrown oflfthe restraints I had before preserved with regard to an in- 
terference in County affairs, and have engaged with some warmth, but pure intentions (as J hope^ 
in the poliiical warfare. 

Education, habit, inclination and principle aU coiMjptre to make me A BUCKTAIL. I have no 
sinister views to gratify — no resentments to satiate— no other o^eet but the well being of the 
5tote— therefore my endeavors shall be to confine myself within the golden rule, of ** doing to 
otbera what I would have them do to me/' 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, stating that the bank was unable to pay me the sal- 
ary I have hitherto received any longer, which is what I have been compelled to look for for 
some time past, and which will render my prospects rather gloomy, owing to the large amount 
I have advanced for — — . Were I troubled with nobody's debts but my own I diould care 
less about it. Still I think I can in time srti a living by my profeasion. 

This letter is filled with nothing but SELF from beginning to end~4i lamentable proof of ego- 
tism, than which nothing is more unsufTerable. Do you never expect to visit us at Sandy Hill t 
Please present to Mr. Halleck my best respects, and believe me, dear sir, yours sini*erely, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

7b Jesoe Hoyt-^^on Law^ Jacob Barker, Judge Edmunds^ Mr. Van Buren, tKe election and 

Judge Van Ness, 
[No. 38J Albant, March 17, 1820. 

My Dear Friend : I have been here for three or four days. My business was to meet one of 
that drove of steers which broke into the enclosure of the Court of Chancery some time before I 

*Mr, Fttt Greene Ha^Uek to Mr. L. Hovt, at JllboMy. New York, May 1. 1890.--DMr 0ir-I Mnd by tha 
■taamboat Victory which leave* here this afternoon at 5 o*eloek. a boi containing bank notts addreued to George 
K. Barker, Sandy Hill, which we shad be much obliged by yoitr forwarding to him by the very ffnt opportanity. 
1 wbh yoQ to keep a memorandaro of all the espeneee yov an at, and the variooe tiahsaetiont you attend to, and 



make auitable charge therefi»r. It it all for aoeooot of eerporatiom ** whioh have no eottbi,** whose stockholdmt 
. coDlldeotial wrrlces of this kind to be performed without payiof . 

Touraarandftiaad, np.6.HALLBGK,frrJacobBaikBr. 
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Wt Fou. I have done nothmg aince I have been here but hear and talk politics. They aeem to 
«nf rose the whole aoul of every person I meet with. For myself, though I feel some interest and 
take aomething of an active part at home, yet I must confess I am heamly sick of the eternal 
ding dmg whwh is kept up at this place by the more noisy of both parties, and shall get home 
as soon as possible. It is but seldom that I hear from our friend Mr. Barker, for the ve^ suh- 
■tantial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to communicate. Do you think he will be dw- 
charged in April ? And can you form any sort of estimation as to Uie ultimate result of his af- 
fairs 1 Please give me all the infonnation you have on his concerns, and your own aa connected 
with his, in which you know I take a de^ interest. , , . . ,. y t i j 

Since forming ray connection with Mr. Mussey, I have considered it important that I ebould 
be admitted as a Counsellof as soon as possible. I have been gone all winter, while I oug^ to 
liave been preparing for the examination. If I can prepare myself you may look for me in May. 
I do not yet precisely know what are Mr. Van Bureii's expectations, nor do I believe he doea 
himself. It is very probable that he will spend part of the summer in settling up his affairs ia 
this part of the state and in Columbia. Mr. Edmonds, who is now witJi him, has had some 
conversation with him on the subject of business at New York, hut I hate no appreheneioas 
that he would form a connection with so young a practitioner. 

I aih sorry for your sake to hear such pcor accounts of professional business at New York. 
We have something to do at Sandy Hill, and I think our office has its share. If I can once get 
myself into such a run of business as to provide for my lamily, I doubt whether I ever engage in 
any other p\irsuit. The more I become acquainted with the law, the more my attachment to it 
increases. We have a great many lawyers in our county — many of them great spouters— some 
of them very respectable in point of talents. The popular prejudice against the profession is 
also vary great among us. It is rarely ever that a lawyer is nominated for the Legislature—but 
perhaps that may arise as much from the state of parties in our county, where both have been 
about equal in strength for many years— as from any other cause. Still I think my prospects as 
good there as they would be ebewhere, and as yet I am content with my location. 

I never knew party <)irit so very warm as it now is in this quarter, and probably the Election 
will be a very sharp one. The accounts from all parts are very favorable to the election of 
Tompkins. I consider it very certain. The old Lieutenant Governor, as I understand, begins 
to regret that he has suffered himself to be linked with Clinton^ but cannot unbind the knot. 
The Legislature are doing nothing of any consequence, since the committees from the two 
Houses have reported on the accounts of the Vice President. [Tompkins.] 

The Committee of Inquiry intended to report next week, but as Judge Van Ness has not yet 
returned, I do not believe they will be ready. That concern looks very dark for his Honor. If 
he is innocent he has been very unwise in the course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, 
ultimately, what a degrading circumstance it will be for the judicial character of our State ! It 
was once our pride and ornament — but how are the confidence and respect of the public to be 
preserved when its members are suspected, much less when they are arraigned for *' high 
crimes and misdemeanors?'* In trutii, your very sincere friend, B. F. BUTLER. 



7b /. Hoyt. Van Btaren and Butler, Counsellors and Attorneys at Law — Albany — Providence 
— Wbrth^s Poems — Vander Hey den. 
[No. 39.] Albany, May 27. 1820. 

My Dear Sir : I have been here two or three days for the purpose of seeing Mr. Van Buren. 
You may have heard that it was my intention to remove forthwith to Albany; if not, I take 
diis occasion to inform you that / have agreed to resume the law business with Mr, Van Buren^ 
and shall locate myself in this place as speedily as possible after the 15th of next month. I 
think I have every prospect I could desire. Mr. Van Buren says he will not abandon his pro- 
fession ; and if he remains in it he can get as much business as we can attend to. He qferM 
me one half of the Chancery, as well as the other business, which you wilt recollect is much 
better than our former terms; and as our Chancery Suits will be the most numerous and 
profitable, it appears to me that I cannot but succeed. My admission as Counsellor will also 
enable me to attend to small motions in term, inquests at circuits, &.c. &c., which, as my 
acquaintance is very general throughout the state, will be something towards the carreut 
expenses of the year. With the assistance of PROVIDENCE, / am fully resolt>ed never 
again to abandon or withdraw from myprofession, and to pursue such a course of study, industry 
and perseverance as shall make me a lawyer in time, if it is possible to make a lawyer out of 
such materials as I am composed of. It is with great reluctance that I leave Sandy Hill; 
the situation of that most charming village, the kindness of its inhabitants, from whom I have 
received every attention, and ABOVE ALL a sincere desire to comply with the wishes of our 
friend Mr, Barker, all induced me to remain, but I am satisfied that I ought not to pass by the 
present opportunity of establishing myself in the profession. I wrote Mr. Barker frum Sandy 
Hill, but have jioi had Uie pleasure of hearing from him. Please inform him lltat I wish 
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l090$l0ntith§l§ikJmm, m4 «• Imot (Ac m«< d$t9 if I cm, Ewfry df I pwc rMtMWl» it 
•• iBJanr. fTd Acw« iiM/e Itaie aiA>tt0flf nt tn lAit toori^ and tkmi U$tU if m nw i'if iw , ihtH 
it becomes important t6 take it hff ike ** fvrdcek,** 

I havo jurt MMi a poem by G. A. Wortb» entiikd " Aombomi Bavdb,** vhich I haw akinHD64 
over with daep ragiivi. Than i9 mt u Um ef merH in tke ^koU kaok. it woald ambi Hm 
gaataa ^ecaoca and de geag rafs ia ifae woods^ for Wonb» when ia N«w York, was a tba 
writer — brilliant in prose, and more than tolerable in poetry, fivan ia the aotaa theas ia 
nothing oi that ipivaeitTaDd eiaguwe whibb ditin ga i p b od the Gorreetoia. 

Our fiiead Van Der Heydaa m Joaking oat for the Clerk's Ofiea, 6>r tba nsis AnsaMliy.' B9 
give him all the help 70a aan. Horaoe MerchiBt is fo ba bia deputy, so that tha alvactiaB of 
Clack, that be is a raw hand, dta. to., is wholly obviated. Clark reports him as a federalisu 
Please contradict that falsehood. Van Der Heyden is a fin^ fellow and n aan of talents-^and 
deserves' encouragement, not only on that account but also for his filial and ira^mal af&ction. 

I shall get to Albany in time to takci^e " laboriag oar** iu the Hart cause^ and also in the 
Plainer suit, in both of which I shall probably be solicitor. And as for politics, I give you 
notice that I intend to leave you and the other champions to fight it out, having neither time 
nor inclination to backie on the armor, though I may possibly alwaya cany a small siroid 
about me. Present my best respects to your sister and brother. 

Yours affectionately, B. F, BUTLER. 

7b /. BpyL^Van £mren ^ hi$ CUrka^Lorenze Hojft^Barket'e last offer. 
[No. 40.] Albany, June 24, 1830^ 

9ear Friend : I thank you for your kindness in attending to my Bouck cause. The letter en- 
closing the [wrong or wing] bill and the decree, came to me charged $111 postage I mentis 
this fbr no other reason, than that yno may be informed of the carelessness of the pelson by 
whom you sent it. The letter to Judge Piatt I will deliver. He is on the lour of the Northern 
ci^nit — holds the Washington circuit this week — the Troy circuit next week, and I shall very 
probably see him on his return. I have been here three or lour days — found every thing in an 
elegant state of confusion, but have got pretty much arranged for business. Take it all together, 
w^ have the pleasantest establishment in the city, if not in the state. We occupy the whole 
lower floor of the Secretary's house. Mr. Van Buren has the front room, with the library. I 
keep my office in the back room, which is cool and pleasant, besides being better adapted for 
sindy than the other. We have twq students besides Lorenzo. A young man, a brother of 
Caldwell (Gourlay's son-in-law) who has been 18 months in our office, and is a sednte, attentive, 
and, I expect, useful clerk — and a son of the loud talking Pugsley, who is a wild fellow, and 
whom I keep on condition of good behaviour. So far, he has not forfeited his engagements. If 
Lorenzo remains with Mr. Van Buren, I will, with great pleasure, pay particular attention to 
him. He is digging away at Blackstone, which f shall permit him to continue until I gel my 
books from Sandy Hill ; then I shall set him about reading a course of history, and studying the 
latin grammar. At hi* age, a knowledge of general history may be easily acquired. The mem- 
ory, which is the principal faculty concerned In its acquisition, is then vigorous and unburdened 
by the varioas knowledge and the distracftng cares 6f riper years. JTe ia a uerjf J!ne 5oy, and I 
think will do well. He has not the genius nor the energy of his brother, but at the same age it 
much ftxs superior. (You may think this no great compliment to yourself, but pray remember 
that you are one of those whose talents were buried in bales of cotton and h<^ri|ead9 of ram, 
until dragged from obscurity by the " stroncr arm of the law.") 

ffOken Mr. Barker was at Sandy Hill, he offered Jo acotde to the tarms / proposed tflea mt 
yew York, or even to double them if necessary — but I was not at Itbsriy to receite the henefft of 
his good wishes. I now consider myself pretty permanemly settled at Albany ; and 1 think, at 
all events, I shall never ienve the law for Banking or Bi\y other pursuit. I now ieel the same ardor 
and fondness for my profession that a lover does towards his mistress, after haviag been aep" 
arated frwm her society. (By the bye, they say you can understand tlie force of this simile, and 
fed it too, when absent from New York. How is this?) Do let me see you this summer. 
And believe me, most sincerely your friend, B. F. BUTLER. 

2V JRTof f . Lam^Chancertf Ttaetiee-^Mr, Van "Buren and his mortgage — the Albany folks. 
[N'o. 41.] Atjjany July 19, 1820. 

Dr>AR FRncNn, » » ♦ » » We are boarding at Mr Jones/ directly opposite oar officsy 
(Gilbert Stewart's house,) where we have very pleasant lodgings. Our departure from Saoiif 
Hill was so suddeu, that we left all our furniture in the house, and for the present shall continue 
to board out. 

As to business, I have snongb to keepnM very busy-'-chiefly in Ghattcsry — fi]i and new. It 
would be well anough werait not ao long betote tka ciah was raafiaeii. Bnt it must come some 
daf . or oth<»r. I think my exuwciatioBS wiU jm« bo, disappatntad.. A( all avan«s, $» I told you 
be{yre, I am for the Law and nothing else— sQd I regret now tbftt Mr. Van Buren ever thought 
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of leaving his profession, which you know was what pat it into my head to leave him I thi nk 
lihattMtfewmydebMat A«g>ustt«mintlMai8UMnCof«o«i»aMiioa»«Ad«*a. Thamfjk%» 
totiM lMciunn«ktrk|oenBUdL Mr. V. B. is oemiolf wy dcMnw to mom me. OakM 
•evermi heavy catues in which he insists on my speaiciBg. 

iiike Albany abMt m tlttls as yo* do--and, «isU the ese^tkn of m ftmpnrwong who «rs «or- 
thf 9ff ememh haf» very linle to s^r to tha goodly inhabitanls of this rsnowned raotvopolis. I 
think the oMtorn junto the most disagreeable of them. Thoy an goaeially bigots in ^liiioB* 
and wry fmU of pr^udiee Mnd envy. 

Lorenzo is a very fine youth. I have got Urn at the Latin Gtanmar, in which he makea tol- 
erable pwgWBB. 1 ahall pay paitiealar attention to him. I have paid %lSt5 far the order to the 
Regislsr, so that you owe me 95 cents. My ocoipliments to Mr. Barker, d&c. 

YouiBtmly, B. F. BUTLER. 
[No. 49.] To the same. Albany July 26. 1820. 

Dear Friend : I am about filing a bill to foreclose the mortgage held hy Mr. Van Buren 
agtfinst the Kane property, to which Judge Livingston and Messrs. Blackwell and McFarlane 
moRt be parties. To avoid costs in case they should disclaim, it is necessary to tender tbom re. 
leases. I herewith send you the releases, and if it is not too much trouble must caU on yon to 
preaent them to the gentlemen above named, with an explanation of the object for whi(^ they 
were prepared. I do not believe they wilt execute them, tho' they would save troobie if they 
should. They will never get anything firom the mortgaged premises, nor from any other of 
Kane's property, and might as well release it. Nothing new. 

Yonts moat c ordially, B. F. BUTLER. 

To ffoyt, on otruggUng at the Bar — Judgeo like to dine — Van Buren the Erokine of Anterioa. 
[No. 43 ] Albany, August 9, 1830. 

Bear Sir — Yours of the 5th went round by the way of Troy, so that I did not receive it nnUl 
this day — ^bnt, as I had no opportunity to make the motion on Monday, no harm results. 

I took my place in such a position as I supposed would ensure me a hearing, but unfortunately 
there were some tedioue fellows ahead of me who took up so much time that when my neighbour I 

next above me was reached it was just on the stroke of three ; and you huno how eager our | 

Judges are for the comforts qf a good dinner. If I had not received yours I ahould have pre* i 

cured an order to stay proceedings. I hope you will not iail to stay with us at Jones^a while at 
Albany. I sfaall not be able to accompany you to the Springs — neither time nor f undo would i 

permit. The truth is, I am poor, and I mean to economize, and ««•*•* I ahould like to 
join on a tour anywhere except to the Springo, of which I had enough last year* There is a 
great d^l of business this term, but a great part of it is small buainess such as Certioraris', i^c, * 

Your New York classmen are a troublesome race — ^perfect soarlers and marplots, ilfr. Van 
Buren etande higher throughout the State than he ever dti— witness the toasts at the various 
celebrations. But if I were in liis place I would trouble myself but little about the carpiags of 
such men as you name — they can do nothing without him. What would have beoono of the , 

opposition if it hsd not been for him 7 I will say more — if I was Van Buren, I would lot poliiicB | 

alone. He can be and will bo the Erakine of the State, which is an ambition tamu budabla j 

than the desire of political preferment. He yesterday opened a cause in the Supreiae Coart ia I 

the most concise, alegant, and convincing aignraent I ahnoet ever heard. Believe ne, 

Yonia truly, B. F. BUTLER, 

7h Hoft.^Law tediouo^-Judge Spencer uneourteoue—ButUr too forward, 
[No. 44] Trubsday, 17th August, 1820. | 

My Dear Friend •«••»• xije Court gets along very slowly with 
the Calendar. There are 400 causes, and they begin this morning at 71. I have done nothing 
more than oppose a motion, in which I was successful — but to-morrow expect to make some 
provided I can get a hearing. I attempted it last week, but His Honor, tKe Chief, [meaning it 
is presumed, Ambrose Spencer,] in his mild way, told me to wait until my skniobs had been \ 

heard ; and as I was the youngest Counsellor at the Bar, perhaps this was right ; but it excited a ^ 

great deal of observation among the bar, and is generally wpfA^ta of as not aery liberal nor 
proper. 

ireaUg donU know how it U: but I am eomtiderod^ hg ooma permno, mpooooooed of mrt* 
mmrkahle degree of forwardneoo, £(e. C(c., merely because I am unwilling to remain Ibrevor at 
the foot of the professional ladder. However, if my life is spared, I ahall grow older every day» 
and therefore, sometime or other will be entitled to a hearing. 

My cames on the Calendar, which are three, vrHl not be reached this term. 

Most tr uly yours, B. F. BUTLEIR, 

Fiftg DoUar Foot oeareo^^udgoo Woodwartk hi Spencer talked about. 
[No. 45.] To Jesse Hoyt, Ek|.» Wall St. Albany, Oet. 19, 1890. 

Dear Sii^ an happy to hoar of fo« wnrttm t nJ hope it may contintto^950 and $100 



THB oMOAmaD ciorSf fivcBTJUL cmmctis, akd bhtioits ulwze&s. 10f 

ieM«» t«t W9ry pUaOy iB«k» pMt of- the MOMfy^ at leaat not inth yomig law^iti. Oar eiivinic ' 
Btttt entiiuies. Judge Wosdwonk, in penoo and ia buaineas— " Like a wouadtd make, draga 
hia alow length along." Ha faaa ghrea Tory ganatal dinatia^tioa ihis eourt* • « *• . 
* • « • Theeiiyiiaabaen JfiUol'£urinan,&«Htbese twoda3f«^«taoattferfiov-» 
-^tet I ham aaan noifaiag of ii myaalf. Chiof Joaiioe Speacer doiivered a apeech on the oeoa* 
8ioo» bf laoy, oa I suppon^ ojpr^paniiom for «fo paiod taken he toiU be eBmpellad to reiire fo 
the eiadee of private lif 8. * * • In haaie, youiB, iniiy» B.F. BUTLER. 

[In an»ihar leoar, April, 1819, Mr. Bntlor talia Mr. (iojrt, that <« The appomtment of Judge 
Wood worth ia unifanaily raprab^ted here ; wiihoot any exceptiona, except the CHatonuHn*'*] 

[No. 46.] To ffofft, on Noah bj on Cauc9te Nominations. Albaxt, Nor. 7, 1899. 
Dear Sir : At the caucua last evening, 68 Republican roeabers of Asaembly were pvesem^ 
Two very ataiinch republicans absent — not yet arrived — so thst we shall not lose a ailigle man. 
Mr. Sharp agreed on for Speaker. Mr. VaBderheydea for Clerk, 45-*to 23 for A. [Aaron] Clark. 
The.votes to.day will be unanimous, and every thing wiU go as it ought to. Tb« Council did 
not meet yesterday. Mr. Noah will attend to your letter — he takes great interest in xt» I 
have not been able to see either Mr. B. or Mr. D. 

In haste, most truly, yours, B. P. BUTLEE. . 

To Jesee Hoyt, Henry 2$ Camphell defeated-^Vatf. Buren 2( Butler not very hteft^lmt^m 

ahrueive Meesage, 
[No. 47.] [per Counsellor Caines.] Albj^nit, January 18, 1891. 

Dear Sir: ♦ * # * » We have had a very tedious SeaBion4 The Court 
have been principally occupied with non-enumenited business, and have been able to aeadi- on]^ 
No. 98, on the Calendar. There was no bosineas of interest ejccept some pretty hnportant mo* -< 
tions — among others, a motion to qaash all our scir. fa. proceedings in Otsego, wbioh waa folly 
argued by Mr. Campbell and Mr. Henry foTi and myself against it. This waa the fint canat of 
any importance I ever argued In the Supreme Court, and thia was the most jntemating mi 
before the Court. I made out tolerably well. I believe, and was heard very patient^ iof i 
two hours. The motion will not be decided until next term. 

I was sorry to hear from you in so sombre a strain as that which perva^d one of your lale lit«^ 
ters. I hope, however, that with the new year your prospects wjJl revive— -and I have no dodfrt 
that industry and merit like yours will command, as it certainly deserves, success. 

We [Van Buren & Butler] are doing hardly any business — what we have is in CHANCERY 
and THE EXPENSES ARE SO HEA VY AND THE PROCEEDS SO LONG IN COMING, 
that my prenent hopes are confined to a b'iri subsistence. The only consolation is, that 1 am 
making, as I think, some progress in professional knowledge^ of which one day ot other, I anr 
resp the benefits. 

There is every prospect oF a stormy session. The Governor [Dc Witt Clinton,] haaoomnwai- 
eated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accompanied WITH A VERY 
ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This business wiU injurs him gr^aiip throughautAkt Unu^ 

I don't think 1 shall be an applicant fiMr any thing this winter«^«en«inly not if I can get a liv. 
ing without, which I hope may be the case. Mr. Esleeck is the most prominent catidiinte for 
the office of District Attorney, and Se^B confident of suoeasa, ard wiU probahfy be appoanad. 

I hope to see you soon at Albany, when we shall expect you to stay with us. » • a 

With sinoere regard, yoma, B« F. fiUTLSR. • 

[To J, Uoyt]. 77ie Bucktail CouneU very unpopularT'Albany near a rsieUimu 
[No. 48.] ALnairr, Ffh*y 20, ISdl. 

My Dsar Fbiend— » « * « » i hope the (kmneU wiU soon finish al^they have todo^ 
as the excitement produced by their labors is veiy great, an4 the diiScaliy of platting everybody • 
very atrikingly illustrated. You will have seen fay the titne this reaches, you, thmi ikef karm 
given me an o#ce— without any trouble or exertion en my part-«-cr much on the part of my 
friends. The nunor appointments iov this city h«ve given gireat dissaiisfiictioa, mnd it is 99 wmeh 
as we can do to keep the people from open rebellion. Of oil this, Aoteevsr, say noihins^-^» I t 
hope a few days of reflection will compose the angry elements. To judge from ilie violent 
exprsBsiona of those who are disappointed, one would think that our prospects for next Spring ' 
were rather blank — but you know it is ike genius of Dsmoeifacy always to be impetuous nnd ' 
sometimes to he rash. I have only time to say that you alw always one of those for whM 
health, happiness, and futuj« prosperity I feel the liveiiaat solicitude, die. <&c. its. 

B. F. BUTLER. 

A close Election-^the Chances stated — Disaffection to the BucklaiU. 
[No. 49.] To Jesse Hoyt. Albany, March 3, 182L , 

Dear Hoyt! Having been engaged In a long and tedioits Court of Sessions, I have been 
na^Me to write yoa sooner. Nocwidkst^dJa^ the dissatisfaction which prevails in many porta ' 
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of te ttale, I think we have u Uk cbanee cf •aeocM. DalehMi is bdC yet to be i 
Bantoga ii ctrtam-Saatx ditto — Oaynipi BMi|r be hoped ibr--*Oeiiaaee and Niagara praniai 
favorably — UlMer and SulUvui may peiiiape hs ieet by the nomination of Sodam. Than u 
•'/ami pntpti of aooceaa in the new conntiea erected from Ontario. The other countiefl may 
atand as ihey did laat year, cioept Montgomery and Queena. In the fanner we have atnog 
htpea of elcetittg our whole tiekec As to die latter, yon have better means ot informaiion than 
1 haw. For my own port I set it down aa against us. 

It is not to h» denied that iiMjftctmn prevaik in some comities, and indiffeience in oth e a 
and OS our advctsariea wiU strain every nerve to the vtmoat, they flnsy secure the state. 

In the Eastern District we shali elect our Senator, having a moBt noble ticket, while the 
Clintenians have a. wretched one. Probably Seymoar may be elected in the Western, tho' there 
is not mseh hope of it. The eketion will be close, and some oi our friends give ii np, though 
wialMNit'miffieient reason. ♦ • * • In haste, truly yom«, & F. BUTLER. 

Ih JeM9 ffoyf, on I«i0, Eeligum, Bekaeec, the Court of Bmrt, bsc, 
• [No. SO.} Albany, April 2, 1822. 

Mv Dear friend : I am glad to hear of your safe return from Washington, and have to thank 
yon rar your letter from that place. I regret that you lost the opportunity of arguing your cause 
in the Supreme Court. It wouUl have been a circumstance equally creditable to you, and grati- 
fyfng to yoor friends, to have had you come forward so soon after your admission to the bar, 
ia the frrat court, and against the highest law officer of the nation. 
It is not at all surprizing that you should know how to appreciate our solicitude for * * * 

• • • Our chief prayer is that she may be prepared for the closing scene^ thrvugh 
tk$ Qrmes 6f her Creator and Judge. My dear friend, THIS, after all, IS THE ONLY IM- 
PORTANT BUSINESS OF OUR LIVES-— anc{ every new instance of mortality admonishes 
MB to set about it in due season. 

I am mach indebted to you for your attention to the troublesome business of my releases. I 
d« not care whether they are executed or not — the only object is to save costs by tendering them. 
£nei#8ed Is a list of all the judgment creditors of J. Kane who have not released. Please 
mark opposite to each, the names of those who an absent, and where, so that I may bring them 
in by piA>lioation. 

Th* Court oi Errore yesterday decided die cause I argued there (Manahan vs. Gibbons) in 
lavor of my clients, (Defendants,) 24 to 4 — a great triumph to me, and some little mortification 
to Mr. Henry, who was uncommonly positive and sanguine. I have argued two, and have 
Mveral other causes to argue in the. Court of Chancery. 

Mrs. Btttler desires to he ai&ctSonately remembered by you and by Mr. Ward. No one 
stiiida higher In her eatimation than yourself. She thinks you the most ardent friend I have, 
and therefore she feels for you as she ought to. I hope to see you in May, but may be disap- 
pointed. In haste, moot truly yours, 6. F. BUTLER. 

[7^ /. Hoytj at New York.] Politic sehendng-^Instructions how to keep Power from the 
People — Noah told how to bekaw — eforts to elect Crawford, 
[No. 51.] Albany, Jan»y 29, 1824. 

My dear frieiid--The Electoral Law was to have been taken np in the Assembly to day * * 

• • • •There is'no doubt whatever tiiat a majority think it inexpedient to pass the biB, 
and yet ihey are so hampered by premature commitments, and many of them so goaded by their 
eomsHtuents, ss to render it almost morally certain that they pass it in some shape or other. 
Oar reliance is on the Senate, and we stitl entertain strong hopes that it will be rejected there 
in whatever form it msy come. Still, this is by no means certain, and the greatest caution 
and prudence, as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presenting the subject to the 
Saoators. We have not been, and are not, idle ; on the contrary, if ever men labored incessantly, 
tha * Conspirators' and the ' Regency,' &e., deserve that praise. •»••«• Make 
a •nggaetion to Mr. Noah, which I trust will not be improperiy received by him. It is simply 
to siiggaat that, for the present, the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant on the 
marits of Mr. Cmwibrd. We have in the two branches of the Legisl. about 105 members 
yufho are thorough-going Caucus men. Of these a mtyority, beyond all doubt, would prefer 
the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams, the emanest 
namber being for tho latter. While these men are wUhng to abide by a CONGRESSIONAL 
NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the claims of Mr. Crawford to such a nomination, 
ii being certain that if any is made it must fall on him. Besides, by pressing the claims of 
that gentleman you incur the risk of alarming the feelings and encountering the opposition of 
those firm and honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us to 
the end, but who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And thougji I do 
not believe they couM be driven from the resolutions they have concurred in, in favor of a 
Cncus at Washington, they may yet be induced to give a warm aapport to the Electmral Lgp, 
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if livy beeome Mtisfied, either that their candidates have no chance of a Caucnfl Nomination, 
or dMt we are determined to force the daima of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ; advocate 
the neeessity of adhering to the old forma and e^tahlithed doctrinet of the party — and express 
the utmost readiness to sobmic individaal preferences to the decision of the Caucus. It will 
be time enovgh trfter the nomination, to defend and maintain the character and claims of the 
SQccessfol candidate. *••**•/ should think it injudieimio to call meetings en 
this tiekUsh subjsei, eapseiaUy in the country, where the meetings from necessity would be 
mere general than with you, and where our opponents would inevitably outmanage and out- 
number us. In your city, however, the line is so distinctly drawn, AND YOUR FORCES 
ARB SO WELL OROANIZED« that you have nothing of that sort to eg^prehend. 

If the meetiDg abont to take place shoold not be mors formidable than I think it will be, it 
will aot be misonderstood here. Its proeeedings wili be considered as the voice, not- of the 
lepoUican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wlieaton and his coUeagaes, who are now very 
weli nnderstood by ths country membets-^nd instead of injuring I think it would render us a 
service if it should stand alone. • * * * • Still it seems to me that we have ilothing 
to gain, and mach to hazard by giving to this snlyect any &rther excitement of a popular char- 
aoter<^ut as Mr. Bowne knows psdeetiy the stato of things here, your Committee should con. 
fer with him fully before they adopt any oouise definitely. 

I omitted to make another suggestion for Mr. Noah. It is not very serviceable to talk much 
of Bunites, Lemsites^ or the High minded. Several of the two former daases are here among 
our best friends ; and as to the latter, Sudam, Bronoon, and Wheeler, are as true as steel, in 
the Senate-Hind Whiting, Hosmer and several others in the Assembly are among our best 
and most hopeful supporters in that Hoose. 

I have not wriMvn to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors. It has been 
meniioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Legislature to pass it, and if they have it, 
we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reasons which on reflection I think will occur to 
you. Yours truly, B. T. BUTLER. 

I opened this letter to show to Judge S. [Skinner.] 

Young nominated — the Governor's folly in going for the people — the Argus afloat — Barker^s 

Conspiracy Trial. 
[No. 52J To Jesse Hoyt Albany, April 13, 1824. 

Dear Hoyt — ^Political afiairs stand well. The nomination of Young has defeated the plans 
of the opposition; and though J did what I could TO PREVENT ITS NECESSITY, / am 
yet persuaded, that, under all circumstances, it is the best thing that could be done. You 
will see the two addresses. To ours we have more than two-thirds of botli Houses — and though 
it does not speak directly of the presidential question, I think its tendency, &,c., can hardly be 
misunderstood. If matters go as we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at 
the next s^saion. Indeed it is very certain that he has received a majority of both branches. 
Rely upon it every thing will go well. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 53.] To Jesse Hoyt. Albany, June 5, 1824. 

My Dear Sir— You have by this time heord the consummation of the Governor's folly by the 

issuing of his proclamation You will see that the .^rgus business has been at last ac- 

oompUiBhed. I was obliged to become responsible for the moderation of the New York paper, and 
to execute a Bond of Indemnity, 6lc. I have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent 
soon. Yours ever, B. F. B. 

[No. 54.] To Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Albany. Nbw York, Oct. 1, 1826. 

Dftsr Sip--Mr. Henry has gone home with an intention of preparing himself in the case of the 
BanK of Plattsburg against Levi Piatt, Wells, and othere, (the account cause;) I wish you would 
therelbre * • • * • I have but a moment and few details oi the trial, [Jacob Barker and oth- 
ers for a conspiracy to defmud,] must refer you to the papers. They bring down the details to 
yesterday at one o'clock. In the afternoon and evening we liad a fine time of it, and when the 
court adjourned last night the cause was left remarkably well for us. I send a paper for Mrs* 
BuUer. Mr. Baiker has done wonders. Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

T\f Hoyt, on the Law Revisers — Dr. Hosack upset — a successor to Talcott. 
[No. 55.} Albany, Dec. 11. 1827. 

My Dear Sir — I cannot send yon copies of the chapters that are to commence on the first of 
January, as passed, as there are but a few extra copies inprint. » « « » • There is nothing 
in them, however, that can interest or affect you, in New York, except Chap. 14, " Of Public 
Health,'* which mitigates the Quarantine Laws and t^sets Dr. Hosack. Chap. 18 cuts up some 
orERATioNs that used to be in vogue, but it was so alt<>red by the Legislature as to be entirely 
confined to Corporations hereafter created or rcveioed. 

Incessant occupation has rendered it impossible for me to answer your kind letter. My sitna. 
tioD'Osa member of the As s embl y will render me ineligible to the office you speak of, in case 
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TaJoott {Attorney General] should resign. [See the ConetiUition :] And even if oot 4 
fied by tliat circumstance, I should be unwUting to withdraw my attention fiom the lemMBdw 
of the Revision [of the laws of N. Y.J which wUl requira uU my efftrts for some mootlie t« contb 
I must get that concern off my hands before 1 set up for any thing else, especially if it lequiiw 
labor. There is, however, little probability that the good people will soffisr fmr wMmi ^ «0fidiv 
dait*. In a case so prominent there are generally enough to grasp for it. In haste, 

Very sincerely youra, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 56.] To J, Hoyt, on hU eUtimo on him ooer Duer. Albakt, March Idth, 1829. 
My Dear Sir — I have not been able to furnish Chancellor Walworth with a copy of % 

answer, my original copy having got into that celebrated receptacle of Chanoery papen, from 
which nothing is ever to be withdrawn— the draw or bushel basket, (I don't know which,) of km 

venerable pr^ecessor I wish I bad time to say something of your last letter, b«t as 

the hour for closing the mail is at hand I must defer, and if I defer the wlule matter will tumble 
into Limbo, for I nefn* can undertake to answer an old letter. Yo« do me injuatiee in yow 
mode of stating the case As between you and John Duer I never can hesitate. You ara not 
only the oldeot friend, but moat aomredly HAVE THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE CLAIMS 
UPON ME — elaimo which I hope to eondnee fou I have not forgotten, and eon never forget 
Mrs. B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of four arguraents in 
X its fiivor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, tfaoogh my judgment, not leas thaa 
my inclination, tells me she is wrong in some of her objection*— if not in all. 

Most truly youn, B. F. BUTLER. 

Maher (like Marcy) to be saved from ruin, and made reopeetekU. 
[No. 57.] Waterpord, July 26, 1880. 

Tu Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, State Street, Albany. 

My Dear Sir — When I left this morning, 1 could not ascertain whether Mr. Reynolds had re- 
lumed or not. If he has not returned, I mo9t get my cause postponed, and return to assist Mr. 
Ostrender before the Vice Chancellor to-morrow. Let me know by tho firat stage or mail for 
Ballston. I 

Notice should be given at the Post office to send Mr. Van Buren*s letten to Saratoga Springs. 
Those you sent yesterday to my house are yet there. Will you see them sent back to the Post 
Office properly directed ? 

Once more. Just as we left this morning, I heard that our excellent friend Maher was dead. 
It occurred to me iiisfontly that I. H. Strong was very well qunlificd for the place of State Libra- 
rian. IT WOULD SAVE HIM FROM RUIN, and make him a ret«pcrtable living ; and Aat>- 
ing that, he would be a respf'ciahle mnn. I beg you to call on Mr Flagg, and name him as a 
candiJite fir wh im I feel a deep inieresi ; also spciik to Mr. Croawell aad Mr. Phelps and oth- 
ers. It' it can be dune, it will be a great affair fur Strung. Don't omit seeing Mr. Flairg. 

Yours, B. F. BUtLER. 

Noah^^udge Sutherland — D, B. Tallmadge a Suecesaor to Duer. 
[No. 58.] [Mrs. B. F. Butler to Mr. Je»se Hoyt.] Albajtt, December 4th, 1830. 

My dear Sir : I am greatly oblisred to you for sending me the pnper containing the article 
" Albany Institute.** I am very much inclined to believe thut the author of the address merited 
the rebuke, not because our friend Crosweil is mentioned in an honorable manner, but becanss 
the whole editorial corps were not ingrafted in the note. 

If I had written the note, I should not hnve forgotten Noah— •! woald have given him a hifech 
phice, for he is certainly entitled to ranAr, being King and High Priest, &c. &c., of the Jews. 
In his literary store-house, he has ammunition of all sorts ; and altho* he is too fond of amoaing 
us wiih squibs, he cnn, and does occasionally, st'-nd up a sky.rocket. I write in great hane, and 
have only time to ndd that I am a lone widdow yet — and thot the very elements Feem to eoiwpim 
to keep my loving lord away. Did you ever know such a continued spell of anple:<sanc 
weaih r? Yours, very sincerely, HARRIET R 

[No. 59.] [private.] [Mrs. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.] 

Washington, 18ih February, 1834. 
My Dear Sir — ^You must either work for Judge S. [Sutheriand] or yornvslf^ if you do not 
wish Tallmndge to get the office of D. A. [District Attorney.) 

His brother works like a Cart-IInrse in tho matter, and things are working well (or him. 
Mr. B. [Butler] only yielded to Judge S's claims over yours, on aeeount of hia (the Judge's) 
peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point of view. 

Do help the Judge. The decision of the matter ia to bo left to the N. Y. Members — ^Repiv- 
senutivevand Senators— and they are all pretty m'leh to a man, oonmitted to Tailmadge^ 

Great haste, sinoenly yoitn, H. B. 
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Judg^ Edmonds and Pauperism^Priee to get the Office^Hofffe trmMeo. 

[New 60.] [Mn. B. F. BuUer to Mr. Je«e Hoyt.l Wabbis&tov, Feb. 24. 1834. 

Mf Dear anw-I ouiooiy lay in rsladon to the office which was the aubject of a former letter, 
that you have become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes of succeas. 

If Talimadte and Sntherkoid are set aatde, as is very Uiiely they will be, if the matter is rc- 
toed to the Dele«atioB, / think Mr. Bdmomlo wiU ouceeed. - 

So far aa PAUPBRISM ie a qualification and recommendation to thefaoor of party, eurel^ 
mwUlgiveinto THB LAST NAMED PERSON. 

Boc it is a pity, if fsu really want the office, that yoa did not say so at the commencement of 
the ssMon. You may aa well, liowever, write to Cambreieng, who I hear ie committed for you, 
and he will be able to tell you ail the diiEcaities about die affair. 

PRICE, it is thought by Mr. B. [Batler] will be the peraoa the delegation will unite upon, if 
they cannot agree not to disagiee upon either of the first named persons — but I am of opinion 
Edfltonds will be the man. 

/ am happy thai fotf eon talk so cheerfuUy of your miefortunee* I hope that you wiU yet see 
hrighter daio thomgh, 

I perceive by one of your letters you are getting to be quite an old man. 

Mr. Batler still oontinaes strong in the faith (Jacksonism) and thinks that all the political 
troubles of the day are necessary to the purification of the body politick. That lessons of wis- 
dom will be learned nois (and learned by heart) that will do men good. 
[Here four lines of the lady's MS. ore carefully erased. She add»---] * 

Don't be curious to know the above— it only showed a little of the old leaven of Bederaliim, 
which my admission to the Cabinet cannot or has not yet, covered. 

The mail will close and I must haste. Sincerely yours, H. B. [HARRIET BUTLEIt.J 



Down with the United States Bank, hut we may want another, 

STo. 61.] Private. [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.] February 24th, [1834.] 

y Dear Sir — I thank you for all the news rbad enough most of it) in your several letters— 
and most heartily concur with you in aU the censures and three.fourths of the abstract notions 
you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, George Griswold, Stephen Whimey, or any 
of the old federal commercial men, were with us on this occasion, for any other reason than be- 
canse they found it for their interest to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an 
unwarrantable idea. 

As for myself, / have NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank ought IT BY ALL 
MEANS JCZ to ^ put down — ^but, on the other hand, I have never been perfectly satisfied that 
»« could get on with the buMness of the country without SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. 
Taney thinks we can, and TThe is the judge. Mr. Gallatin also once told me we could — and 
lam desirous TO TRY IT ; because if we can get on without any of this machinery, I think 
it best to dispense with it, for it always has been, and always will be, abusecf, no matter who 
controls it, we or our enemies. 

Come whit will, we must adhere to the Preset policy FOR THE PRESENT, even if it sends 
V all into the minority. It wonid be better to go ten yean into the mifioiicy than to n*ehaner 
TUB Bank, or make a new one ICTNOW. Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 



Jaekson^s Proclamation and Protest^^American difieulties with Franou. 

[No, e3.]^Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt--dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1832.— 
" The President's Proclamation has electrified our whole community. Next to the Declaration 
of Independence, it is the most p state paper our country's ■■ have produced." [The 

wolds left out are torn off the origiual.] 

(No. 63.]— Extract of a letter from Butler to Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834 

'* Mr. Tanf>y and myself were nominated this morning ; Mr. Stevenson is also yet under con- 
sideration. They are very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and ir w bv no means certain 
they mny not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT IN HIS 
PROTEST, ^., in which event Mr. Wright is authorized by me to speak strongly.** 

[No. 64] Sametossme. SruYVWAifT, October lut, 1834. 

My Dear Sir: I have just received your letter of the 27th, which I found at my fn therms, on 
my return to-day from Hudson, where I have been for the purpose of aiding our friend Blunt in 
his arbitration. 

I •had noticed the information from Frnnee, this morning at Hudson, and it had occnm>d to 
me that the article in the Times, was a judicious comment upon it. Indeed I think it very oartsin, 
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that the clamor which has existed in this country against the administratioa, for the last dght 
months, has really had its inflaence on the French Chamber. And there is as Uttk vnsoa to 
doubt, that the opposition will oppose any coercive measores which the Presideiit may noaoutrndf 
and by their factiuos coarse possibly give this matter such a diraction as to produce Teiy ssiioa 
embttrraeement. 1 have, however, fait confidence that the sobject will be weli weigfaod by the 
President and his advisers : and tAat the course he may determine on will meet the approbaooi 
and support c^ the country. ' 

1 have not thanked you as I ought to have done for your letter in relation to Patterson. Oa 
receiv&ig ii, I wrute him, telling him where I was and should be, and a few days ago I rceeiied 
$1500 from him, .with a very proper letter and a promise to send the balance in a few w e eks. 

It was my intention to have left this place to-day or to-morrow for Washington, bat Mrs. B. • 
neither well enough to go with me, nor to be left fcNshind. I shall therefore remain till next weeli, 
when, if she is sufficiently recovered, (as 1 hope she will be,) Mrs. B. will accompany me. If 
practicable, I shall endeavor to see you on my way down, and at all events on my retam abost 
the 22d of October. The Democracy of your city have taken a coarse which does tliem teSaite 
honor, and must secure them success. With kindest regards to Mrs. H., I am, as always, 

Very truly youw, B. F. BUTLER. 

Law — Office — JackaonU escape, 
[No. 65.] [To Lorenzo Hoyi, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Albany.] 

Washington, February 13, 1835. 

My Dear Sir: I ought long since to have acknowledged the receipt of your let lent on the 
Rail B^ad case, Sui. Till the 10th or 15th of March, I shall be incessantly occupied — and even 
if I had Mr. Van Vechten*8 opening, could not prepare the answering brief. But if you will 
get and send me the points and authorities on the other side, which we are entitled to, as they 
demur, I will prepare the argument on our part, oa soon as I get out of the Supreme Court. I 
presume I shall be able to attend the Albany Circuit, as it is altered to April. 

Our friend Chadden is rather hard on me. 1 told him expressly that Mr. Wiibeck woald 
expect to be re-appointed ; and, if not, that it would belong to Columbia county, as the other one 
has always been f;iven to Greene county. I have also received a letter from him ; and, as soon 
as I can get time, will write him. 

You may well say that the President's escape was providentiaL I was walking with Major 
Donnelson, and just behind Governor Dickenson and Major Ravy,* who were next to ihe Presi- 
dent and Mr. Woodbury — Forsyth and Cass being both absent — and though f heard both expio. 
sions, did not see the poor wretch till he was seized. My own impression, at the moment, W8s» 
that the pistols had been discharged — the reports being quite loud — and for an instant, I feared 
the President had been wounded, but soon discovered thai to be a mistake. It was, as yon may 
well conceive, a moment of great excitement. We are all well. 

Very truly, yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 66.] To J, Hofftt on Jackson^ a Caution and Forbearance, Wasbuioton, Nov. 26, 1836 
M.y Dear Sir : The President continues to improve, and by Monday next, 1 trust, will be afaja 
to resume the transaction of business, though it must be with great eauiioa and forbearance^ 
qualities for which he is not remarkable — and hence the real danger of his condition. 

Though we have not the precise returns of any one of the missing States — yet there is no reason 
to doubt the election of Mr. Van Buren. Have not Virginia and North Carolina done nobly? 

Truly youra, B. F. BUTLSR. 

To . Hoytt on Banking and Barker — Opinions change, 
[Nc. 07. J WiSHTiiGToy, January 35, 1837. 

My Dear Sir : I thank you for the loan of your pamphlets, and still more for not exposing me 
to the public. T^he performance, according to my recollection of it — for I have not yet looked 
through il — was a very jejune one ; and besides, was so much mixed up with Mr. Barker's af- 
fairs, as to prevent it from being regarded in any other light than as a plea for them; and as thcj 
went by the board, the public will be apt to conclude that the doctrine of the writer must have 
been bad. In some respects, also, I should no doubt find it necessary to modify, and in others, 
perhaps, to change altogether, the sentiments expressed. Sir, whole there that, on subjects of 
this sort, [Washington and Warren, Barker's Exchange, and airailar Banks, it is presumed,] does 
not change his mind more or less in the course of nineteen years — especially if they come be- 
tween twenty. two and forty-one? I mean to examine the thing with some care, and possibly I 
may bp willing that some passages of it should be quoted — hot my present impression is,^hat 
I had |»etter leave it alone. [The rest of the letter is about Colt's Bre-arms.] 

Yours, truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

♦ Or Filey. 
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JFTog^ to /. Hoyt, on Shaker Qroliw, Gen*l TaUmagCt and the BUctoral Law. 
[No. 68.] Albany, January 1 1 tb, 1824. 

Dear Sir: Your letter was handed to me the momini: after the Cauciw. i had however, 
aBticq>attd its contents in the course taken in Caucus. Your seven evil geniuses &acisd they 
were to take the country democrats by the liand and lend on a fine dance, bat we gave them 
an intimation, that inssmuch os they came fit>m a seaport, they must show a regular clearanoa 
from the democrats of that port, or be regarded as political pirates. In the Caucus, Mr. TalJ« 
mage, assuming the ground of an old democrat^ said he could not bear to see his aged, gray 
besded friend, (Croly,) turned out. They had walked together in the reform path, dec. 1 re- 
plied, that he spoke feelingly — ^it was natural that he had a sympathy for his old friend, and 
should be sensitive on account of his removal, for they both Btood upon this floor vpon the 9ame 
footing. Mr. Tallmage corrected me as to the fact, and said he did not by any means stand upon 
the same footing with the gentleman from New York. A pretty compliment to liis friends, 
** thinks I to myself." 

SurCE THE PASSAGE OF MY RESOLUTION, THE *' PEOPLE** HAVK BEKN AS QUIET AS LAMBS. 

Yours, &c., A. C. FLAGG. 

P. 8. Drop us a few tender lineo now and then. 

Flagg to 7. Hoft, on Young, Butler and the EUetiono. 
[No. 69.] Albany, 4 o'clock, November 7, 1827. 

Sir : The canvass of the 5th ward gives Butler 75 majority, the other two of our Assembly 
about 70. Warren not leas than 80. 

A letter horn WatcrvUet yesterday, says 200 votes polled that day, and two to one for our 
ticket. 

A person who left Saratoga Springs yesterday, says it is probable that the Jackson ticket 
will be elected ; Samuel Young opposing the regular nomination, as he rniderstood. 

Aetunu are momently expected from the other wards ; if received the result will be given in 
this letter ; if not you may rely upon several hundred majority in this city for the Republican 
ticket. Last year it was several hundred the other way. In the 2d ward Butler has 362. 
Hamilton 279. Seventy-three majority over Hamilton, and 148 majority over Dorman. Ver- 
plank, (Rep.) has one majority over Hamilton, and Staats 60 over Dorman. 

Butler's majority in the city over 450^Wanen's will be 500. A. C. FIiAGG. 



Flagg to Hoyt, on Selden, Van Buren and the Convention. 
[Ho. 70.] Albaky, March 26, 1832. 

Dbjjl Sul: You will have seen the proceedings of the Convention, and will, I doubt iu>r, be 
gratified with the general results. Bowne had been the prominent man lor a State delegate 
before the N. Y. delegation arrived, and a majority of the delegation agreeing upon him, it set- 
tled that matter at once. Your city delegation vras kept back until nearly the hour of the meeu 
ing of the Convention^and Selden and a few miachievous spirita among your members, of the 
House, induced your delegation to believe that some contrivsnces adverse to the city were 
sgreed upon here, and that they would have delegates forced upon them who would not be 
agreeable to them — and Selden did all in bis power to throw the Convention into confusion. 
He was mistaken in his men, and only made himself appear factious and foolish » • » » 
The strong vote of tlie Convention rebuked the factionists, and all things went off with the most 
entire unanimity, both in the Committees and the Convention. 

The delegates to Baltimore, I have no doubt, form a unit in regard to any measure to promote 
the interests of Mr. V. B. and the Old Hero. 

The political affairs of this State never looked fairer — there is some diversity of opinion as to 
a candidate for Gov., which will be settled at the Herkimer Convention — and the names of Jack- 
son and Van Buren will get a triumphant vote and bear down all oppoaition. 

Yours truly, A. C. FLAGG. 

SOden eonsidere Calhoun the dupe of eom^odf behind the euriain-^kmneeUor MeCoun'o 

ehaneeo. 

[No. 71.] Dudley Selden, Esq., to Jesse ^oyt, Esq., N. Y. ' 

My Dear Hoyt : My friend's letters have not, perhaps, been answered as soon as he thinks 
they ought, but I have not been able to read them yet, and a man is certainly entitled to be 
praised for his punctuality who makes his retam to a letter as soon as he has perused it. 

You need not endorse " confidential" on any of the communications to Livingston or Stilwell ; 
'they are both in my room os S(X)n as they break your seals for the purpose of obtaining a full 
unders funding of the contents. They cannot imagine how I can unravel the mysterions marks 
and signs with such rapidity : the truth is, I do not, but make a letter for you as I go along, of 
such capacity and merit as would seem snitablo to come from a man of your understanding. If 
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yoa eaimot remd this jon mtj do the aune thmg. Mf time baa been ^eiy modi occuined ia 
the coDimittee ; yon rinll bate a report if yoa will engage to read it ; and let me say to yon 
that it if ipdken very weU of. 

OBieading Calhoun^ eoneapoodenee, I made up my mind very aoon diat he bad been (he 
dape of Bome^poor devil behind the curtain, and had exhibited nuwt egicgioaB folly in being * 
canght. Yonr anecepdnl competifor for a high piaee, aeenna to have been the moat eonapicuoaa 
man in bringing np this by.gone tranaaction ; and I am glad that Mr. Van Bnicn, lihe the high- 
apirited hone, has shaken t^ dew from his mane and exposed the rogne to be taken. No news 
here. Yoor kind efibrts in fovor of D. D. & U. are duly appreciated. I felt eatiified that in 
•ending me the little pamphlet yonr whole olyect was the public good. So ia inine» and I will 
if I can gife the raacally apecnUton upon time a thmat under the diort riba. 

YoQia, trnly DUDLEY SELDEN. 

McConn bangB heavy in the Senate. I know not why. As soon aa 
withdrew (and so I read his letter to the Chancellor) I have aided him all I ooold. 



Cutting to H»!ft, on Bank meoMuregand the " Xo66y Whores.'* 
[No. 72.] Albaitt, January 5, 1896. 

My Dear Jesse : I send yoa [an] extract from the Albany Argus. You will perceive that oar 
friend Charles takes the tne stand ; and, with his invincible popalarity, will add strength and 
cunmcy to Democratic measures, in contrsdistincii<in to the federal views of certain leaden at 
Old Tammany. Get' the Poet to republish them ; and, if you can, Ut thtm coy a word or two for 
Ckarlty. I suppose the Times will not republish, but as it is a matter of general interest just 
now, tk£t Cowrier might^copy it, in order to inform its readers that it is probably a usel ess ex- 
t to keep any Lobby Whores this winter. Yours, in baste, F. B. CUTTING. 



Tiled. Phelpo on Free Banking^Swearing sn iMfwr. 
[No. 73.] Mr. Thaddens Phelps, (of Park Place. New York,) at Albany, to Mr. Jtmt 
Hoyt. at New York, [April 29, 1836.] 
"Dear Hoyt : We arrived this morning and have already accompliahed wonders. Oar ta. 
Jtuenee baa already made six Banks in the House, (no fear of the Senate,) and by to.morrow 
night there is very little doubt we shall have made twenty or thirty more. You fellows who are 
in fovor of the Repealers, may all now go to Hell in your own way. Conaider your restraining 
law repealed. Consider me a partner in a Banking Company — I put in 2,000,000— Call en 
John Ward for the money. No more at preaent — ^yonr loving friend, 

•THADDEUS PHELPS. 
Arrived on Monday morning. 29 ApriU 

Monroe has aent in his allegiance— and the Native American party. May 

go to the D— I. Boat off. T« P." 

Ftagg en Firee Banking, addresosd to J. Hm/t. 

[No. 74.] Albaitt, JuIv 27, 1836. 

Dear Sir : T have received your letter of the 15th, and fully appreciate the importance of taking 
hold of the Restmining Liw, as you mention. Your letter came while I was attending a mecU 
inir of the CannI Board at Utica. and T have this afternoon returned from a meeting of the Trus- 
tees of Union College. 1 have thns been prevented from answering yom letter, or attending to 
its suggestions. In due time I will have something done. The quarrels about the Banks of 
la^ session, will aid in pushing forward this just measure, if taken in proper time. The great 
mass o( the Democratic papers in the state are sound on this point, and will co-operate with 
xea! and eflkiency. With much respect, yonr obedient servant, A. C. FLAGG. 



Ftagg to 7. Eo$t, on Banks, Paper DoOars and Log Boiling. 
[No. 75.] Albahv, October 3, 1836. 

Dear Sir: The repeal of the reatnining law, ao lar as to allow ofTicea of Diaeimnt and Dto. 
poeite, ia ufjiversally aasented to by tovkn, county, district, and state conventiona. To thiseitent 

»On referanrc to Um N. Y. Brtning Port of Sept. 19. IFM, ft will be Men, that a poUie aMCtinc was IwU in Btew 
York on the i^th of April, four dny« before the date of Mr. Phel|»*8 mite, of which Pteithen Allen was Iherhetr- 
■iRn and JetM Hovt the Secretnnr, and that a Committee wa« appointed to nddrew the pnbltr in fnrwt of i«nealiaff 
pan of the rartnininc Im w. Thiv connnittee iMned fu addiCM oa the 19th of September, ukinfr » ean tb«i« be s 
■ifH* ivrannNvtlexarrMe of {lower in any e».vemmenl, than is hetemnnifert^d ia an act emanatinT from a RepobK- 
can leff»liitiire 7 The law. npheld ns il hm] been l.r the part^ fiir manr jrears. was denoonred a« ''a bar«fiic«4 
mon«|»ol?. and the addre» Mimed W Th«ddem Phelps. D. B. Ttallmadse. 8aal Alley, W. B Lnwienca. Ska- 
plM Al.cn aiidJe«»Hovt, M tl» OamaJOea. That Boyt sad Ailan*s object was to J^ a m« tdhM^Mte 
aMDerootaf thepsbheisTanpondaat. ■ ••■•^ 
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i lav can be paaaed with littla oppoaitioiL If the isaoing of Bills ia added, so as to multiply 
without limit the manufactories of paper money, a new aspect will be given to the whole matter^ 
and those who are oppoaed to any change may be enabled to keep things as they now are. If we 
can open the way, and build up a class of Banks which not issue paper, these will co.operate in ma- 
king the currency more sound than at present ; if they have nothing to make by the issue of 
small bills, they will not be aggrieved by seeing gold and silver take the place of the small bills. 
After the fetters are knocked off, and the new class of money changers arc " in the full tide of 
successful experiment/' such other modifications may be made as experience may recommend, 
and as " the business wants of the community may require." Repeal the restraining law, refuse 
ail banks, unless their stock is sold at auction, and those who trade upon legislation, ^the hon'bla 
the lobby) will be blown " sky high :*' and the scenes of log rolling and corruption would be re. 
placed by a decent regard to moral and official purity, and a reasonable attention to the public 
business and the general welfare. Truly yours, A. C^ FLAGG. 



Mareif to Hoyt, on lllHimination in Banking, 
[No. 76.] [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y.] Albany, 24th November, 1836. 

My Dear Sir : You promised me some illumination on the subject of the restraining law or 
rather the repeal of it. I am informed that there is a probability that I am elected, and if so, It 
will be expected that I send to the legislamre a message. If you have any publications or other 
matteiB too cumbersome for the mail, you can, if you choose, put them in the charge of one of 
the electore from your city. If you are extravagant in your notions, they will not be adopted- 
yon expect, as a matter of course, they will be modified.* I will not ask you to get what yon 
write yourself copied, because it is possiblk that some one may be foand in this city or Ticteiiy 
who will be able to decypher your hand writing. 

I am, with great respect, your to be obliged and humble servant, W. L. MARCY. 



Flagg on Free, Privato, and Privifeged Banks — General Maioon and the Restrmning . 

Flagg on the Usury Laws, 
[No. 77.] ALBAirr, December 4di, 1836, 

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.— My Dear Sir : I have received your letter of the 2d instant. I have 
not srcn the pamphlet of Mr. Hammond, and therefore cannot ppeak of its contents. The re- 
peal of that part of the Restraining Law which prohibits offices of discounts and df»posites, I wiMi 
to see uchieved, and 1 believe to make the object certain, no private Banking System should bo 
connected with this measure. 

After this is done, if there is a press for paper mannfactnrint; BnnUs, then a system of private 
bankitig, to issue 50 dollars, and over, may be brought forward and discussed as a substitute for 
the present mode of deitinz out charters. 

It has been pretty well settled, that a mocld for running bank charters earniot be made con* 
stitutionally : that there must be a distinct vote of the Legislnture upon cverv moneyed Cor- 
poration. A general law for ebtablishing a system of private banking, and coni'erring eorpoiate 

*Governor Marey had signed very many bank ehaiteni, or contrncts bestowinjr tpeehil privileges on the share 
boMera of banks, ni surh— no had Governor Throiip. Mr. Van Boren had, in his ufety fund meMiif e, recnm- 
■wndad ureaDized wholesale restraints. Governor Maroy, in his message to the LeKislnture. Jan. 3, 1^7, [whether 
through )rr (lovt's illumination or not, I cannot say,] udvites a i>artial rejieal of the pri\'ileges of the chartered 
banks, ill the following words : 

[From Marcy*s Message, Jan. 1837.]— >" Tn everv country where banks, with the exelnsive privilege of furnishing 
the eiroohitnig medium, are numerous, and partiinilnrly where the business of lonninx money is embarrassed bv 
restraiiils imposed on other a<M)ciations, and on individuals, it is ren>onnble to expect thnt iieruninry pressures will 
he frpquent and >evere ; nnd if not more frequent, thev will probably be more severe, and continue longer than in 
countries where nil sources of relief are left entirely open, and competition is permitted to operate in ndjui^tine the 
relasieii of equality between demand and supplv. in this respect, the opemtion of the statute usually railed the 
restrninin;; law, so' fur at least as it denies to indivuluals and associations the right of receiving depositcs and mak- 
ing discounts, is unquestionably injurious. 

It is the essentliil chiirncteristic of privnte property, that tiie owner should not only have the right of ezdoMve 
possessiim, but the liberty of free use, modifieil only by the equal rights of others to enjoy their own iirnpertv, and 
the public rij^ht to provide for the general welfare. iTlie reasons, therefore, that should induce the *egislntnre lo 
enaet or continue anv law circumscribing the rights of individuals in relation to their private property, must arise 
firnffl a strong and clear necessity of pmviding for the well-being of society. T have not been able to convince my* 
self thbt any such consideration can be adduced in support of Uiat part of the restraining law. which interdicts to 
the community at Inrge the right of receiving dep"sites nnd making discounts. If it originated, as is generally be* 
Ifeved. in a desire to give this kind (>f business exclusively to incorporated bnnks. and subserves no better porpoee 
tJian to carry outthia design, 1 anticipate a ready disfiosition on your pert to repeal it. 

'J'here is noihins, I believe, in the history of the times when this law was first enacted, which is calculated to ia 
spire a high degree of r«>spect for it, or from which sound nrgiynents for its continuance can be fuirlv deduced. 

The restrnint in respect to dcposites and dincounts. being regarded ns injurious to the pnblic, nnd devbed as a ipe- 
cial favor to the banks, the law that imiHises it is not efficiently sustained by the moral sense of tlie eomnuDity, and 
ia constantly evaded with impunty. TIm ellicacy of laws depend, in a great degree, npoo the concurrence of pub- 
lic opinio- • in their fnvor ; and when, for the want of this sanction, particular enactments are in a great d^ree ino 
perative, they should be repealed, thnt the evil example of disreganling them may not weaken the force of the sel- 
vbiry senthneot which all should fte^-that obedience to laws, without regard to individvalopialoas at totbeir «8 
pedtBoer, is a high morai duty.** 
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Tcvus, 35 acf ammable. IT tbe ietfris are knocked off bf tlie repeal of the Rettnining Lii», 
fr.^i^ biTLki-z i9Bocbt:«(>;» crar be fanned, and tbese may be regnlaied by taw, and this lt«r 
ai? P^aerv. Tb? ^enpral laws tar incorporating laaimfcciancs and churek aodeiMs, were pasKd 
be**':-:? i2« ocxscr::=«n w«s ai^ed : these laws were doc lerised sod le^enaciedy bat insened 
2t "^ 5: T.^isie as :Vt stcod. 

Tie Se-t-e reSerre-i ±*? maner of the Resciaining Law to a commifteey of which General 
Xusuc 35 L -tiraan. zzid Mr. Hooter is one of die members. I aoppose Cieoersl Maison will 
be x.*rpar^i «.::: a t^!. Mr. Csrtiog, I presmne, will renew fas bill in the Anembly; and the 
jc'Tt&zca ^' i^f r-. I 2=1 in hiTor oL This bill biesks the chainsi, except as to issuing bills. 
T? a_4iw a :r»» «-.r2 :o rosnafacture paper carrencr might do more evil than good. At all 
«T»s-_«. i«5:':re :.M* » done, a we J dcnsrd system of guards should be matured to protect bill. 
je» t*3 aix: ci^er ^rtiitors. The demoiiiioa of the- Usnrr laws, in relation to commercial paper, 
sBjci a* } ,.3 :zjtzi:i-zr., Is p'obably desirabie : and certaioEy worth an " experiment/* But, as yoa 
i:^'=,z»ic.. iz^ =:c2«ure should stand by itseif ; and in the same way, the system of private bank- 
sif. c oTje 3 prrK^nted, may as wett be discaaaed and settled aepaiale from the repeal of die 
Retfiai'ing Law. 

1 do Bot thmk i: politic or proper, to make special war upon exiaring banks, as may be die 
cBfc wi-^ Mr. Hammond. We have taxed the Safety Fund banks three per cent on their capi- 
laa, tor the protection of their ciediton. and we hold them to strict regulations, which they some. 
tuces orea& orer: yei gire ihem fair play even though they do not in all cases extend it to the 
I co3iir.aiu:y. Those who insist upon an unuuiUed repeal of the Restraining Law, if they 
B;;^*iaA tneir obfect, wiLi do enough towards disciplining the batiks without bringing any 
r ajtu^ry to bear upon them : Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG. 



Sx'Spemker Liringfion to Jeste Hofft, oa Free Bamtutg — Foaag, yiaiton, 2(c. 
;Xo. 7?.; ALBijrT, Dec. 30ih, 1836. 

My Diear :^ir: I have jost leceiTcd the draft ot' the law prepared under the directions of you 
csnomitzee, acompanied with your private letter of advice as to the mode of procedure. 

The prrpoeed amendments are well enough — but you most not expect that the legislature will 
adopt Ihem in the hasty maimer suggested. Id modifying so imponant a piovision in oar lawi 
a variety of thoughts will necessarily engage the mind, and no little time will be consumed in 
diacnssing them before the Senate can arrive at a final decision. This is unavoidable, however 
dcsiraUe it may be to hasten the accomplishment of your objects. Gen'I Maison, the chairman 
of the committee which has this matter in charge, has, for the last month, been so constantly 
aocupied in maturing opinions lor the Court of Errors, that we have not yet had the opportunity 
«f comparing our views; and it would be indelicate in me, whatever ambition I might ieel '*ts 
hecame the father of the measure,"* to press tour bill without his sanction. Be patient and all 
wiii go well. 

Young, 1 am informed, intends to urge an unconditional repeal — to permit the isning of biUs 
if adequate security can be $nven ior their redemption. Such a measure can be sustained upon 
principle, and I shall not hesitate to give it my support — not, however, if I should think such a 
coone would haxard the main chance. 

That part of your bill which contemplates an alteration in the usury laws I propose to enm 
altogether — not because I am hostiie ^^as at present adrised"^ to the change, but I pr^r for many 
reasorw to consider the usury laws a separate question. 

So soon as onr committee arrive at any dednite conclusion I will inform yon of it. 

Youre truiy, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Ex'Spemher LirimgaUm sn Free Banka — Htutter's scheme fs/tsttt capitmL 
[No. 79] AuuxT. Jan. 3d, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : The anti-restraint committee met this evening and our chairman (Maison) snb- 
uitted his bill, the main provi.«ions of which are asfoiiows — 

" IsL Removes the prrhibition against offices of discount and deposit — restrains all sasodaffoni 
formed under the law from enfraging in the purchase ur sale of real esUte, or dealing in merchan- 
di^^, bumuthorises them to hold real estate, in payment of antecedent debts, and so nraeb as may 
be necessary for the transaction of their business — prohibits the agents or officers of foreign cor- 
poralioas eatabli^hiog associations for the purpose of the act wiihiu this state—certificates to be 
filed with coanty olerks, setting forth ilie names of the co-partnership and amount of capital em- 
ployed— prchi hits all corporations fmm entering into the business authorised by the act, except 
sncb as are expressly permitted by law."* ^ 

Hunter will probably offer, when the biU comes before the Senate, his darling amendmenlB, 
limiting the amount of capital. This I imagine will be oflered mote for the purpose of displaying 
hb consistency than with the expectation of its being adopted. When the bill shall be printed 
I will send yon a copy, from which yon wiU be able to judge mtn correctly of itt piwinoBi 
than yon can from this sketch of them. CHAS. L. LfVINGBTCW. 
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Couttullor Cutting on Banki, Edward Lioing9t<m^ Ogden, PoHnuuter Grahamt l(«. 
[No. 80.] Albany, Janoory 6, 1837. * 

^y Dear Hoyt : Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the bill lo repeal rhe restraining 
kw, repurted by Maison in the Senate. The first sectirm is all that oufrht to para, but I suppose 
that being in the hands of the Philistines we must be ihankful for any favors, no inotter how 
«nail* Eklward Livingtson, JCT I am afraid has turned a shnrp-engle, and will cume out Bank. 
See his vote to-day. To-morrow he will be bi ought to the bull ring, and stamped as he deserves, 
if we should go into committee of the whole and he should participate in the debate, ^e beat 
them to.day elegantly. 

Do you see who compose the committee on the repeal of the restraining law in our Houm? 
Ogden, Chairman ! the violent opponent of the measure last year ! the a«rent of the Farmers' 
Trust and Loan Company ! the intimate of John L. Graham, Seymour &, Co. ! the guest of the 
former last spring in New York, and his lobby friend at the Syracuse Convention ! OCT But we 
will defeat the gang. The restraining law will be modified — the usury laws partially repealed, 
and no Banks chartered. F- B. C. 

Bx'Speaktr Livingtton on* Chartered Nttifances,* Free Bankings the free use of Csjntoi, amd 
Yaunde Unary BUL Cuiting*a qaeer poeioeripi, 
[No. 81.] ALBAinr, Jan. 9th, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : The mail of last evening brought me two letters from you. Since I last wrote, 
nothing new has transpired, except the introduction of Maison's bill, a copy of which I forwarded 
to you for critical examination. I am sensible that many of its provisions will be regarded as 
unnecessarily severe — indeed, it has already been characterised as a restraint upon the restrain- 
ing law ; but it should be understood as having been offered in its present form, now, for the pur- 
poee of afibrding an opportunity to bring under consideration all the advantages as well as injo. 
nous consequences of tlie proposed restrictions, rather than with any hope of their being adopted. 
So far as t can discern, the legislature have sound views on tho subject; and before long, you 
wi!I be in the enjoyment of aU the benefits which are expected to flow from the free use of a 
natural rii;ht to deal in money. But after all, and you may rely upon it, the repeal will be found 
to be of little importancCj so long as persons arc restrained from issuing notes to be put in circu- 
lation as money. 

Bank petitions begin to shew their ugly faces from all quarters; and unless their fate 
be decided at the threshold of the session, the friends of these chartered nuisances will struggle 
desperately for another shuffle of the pack. If they dared, they would put a stop to all decent 
legiolation till their monopolizing appetites were gorged Ufith special privilegee. But there are 
some good fellows in the assembly, with Cutting, King and Clinch to lead them, who will hold 
on to their grasp without mercy. 

Young has introduoed bis promised bill to repeal the usury law. He goes the whole figure ; 
but I doubt if he can persuade the Legislature to go with htm. If we succeed in exempting from 
its penalties all commercial paper haytngsirittonths to run, an important point will be gained, and 
perhaps it is better to stop here for the present. If this experiment works well in practice, the 
law may then be extended to all coutiacts. Cutting ieeitca me to leave a space for him in this 
Istter. Yours, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

On the same sheet, as a Postscript. 
Take care how yra write too freely to the J^aker*. Time will show whether he goes 
with Che bank-men or not. As to his disposition to do so, I hive a strong belief. The assem- 
bly was engosred this morning on the resohition to instruct the bank committee. To-morrow the 
dtseuasion will be resumed. The 6nal vote will not shew the full anti-bank strength, but I think 
it will speak strong enough to satisfy the most sceptical, that all expectations for bnnkn this year 
will be disappointed. F. B. CUTTING. 

JSx-Speaker Livingston on Maisan^s Billt Protection to Safety Fund Banks, Foreign Corpora^ 

tiona. Capital^ Currency, Free Trade in Money, the United States Bank, Thaddeus Phelpt^s 

views, and picking the feathers from oar Pilots, 

[No. 82.] Albany, January 12th, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt: Your last, received this evening, expresses astonishment that I should have as- 
sented ts Maison'a bill. I have, in a former letter, attempted to explain the reasons for this 
coarse. If these resaons are feeble and unsatisftictory, then I must submit to the consequences 
of my error. I could endure any punishment, no matter how severe, tltat the people skamld 
choose to inflict upon me ; but I confess it would make my heart bleed to think that I had by any 
faux pas incurred your displeasure. But in truth, my good friend, you seem to entertain ground, 
less fear of the desiirns of die Legisiature. Believe me, there is no serious intention to transfer 
the government ol the State to banks— our sympathies are with the people, and their rights will 

* Bd wsid Lfvififitoo of Albaay. 
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be reipected. Look at our proceedings for the last ten days— they will satisfy you of tHe frath 
t»f this remark, and they may also indicate the probable result of this whole matter. 

I think I sent you a copy of the bill The fiist section has been adopted in committee of the 
whole. The second rejected, and we are now upon the third. This prevides that the bilxJI oJ 
ths bankt of this State only shall be cireulated as MONsr bg private bankers. Sudi a restjaitt 
is deemed necessary (and I concur in the opinion) to protect our citizens from an nnsound and 
worthless currency. To this extent, I am prepared to believe you would go in imposing res. 
tzictioi^ 

If foreign corporations, of whose condition we know nothing, and over which the Ijegislaturs 
haa no control, are not checked in their inconsiderate and dangerous issues of a sickly currency, 
to be circulated as money through the Slate, the people would cune their representatives for 
mflSsring such an evil to be inflicted upon them. The regulation of the currency has always 
been admitted to be a subject of legislative control ; and there is, as the Governor [Marcy] says 
in his message, a marked difference between free tmde in money and free trade in the fictitious 
representatives of money. 

There is no danger in confining private bankers to the bills of this State ; they will always have 
a supply equal to the wants of the community. The great ol^ect to be accomplished is the free 
use of capital. Invite capital, say I, from all quarters ; but away with your worthless promiKs 
to pay. 

So far as Maison*s bill interferes with the free influx of capital Just so far I will dppose it; 
and here let me observe, that I regret to discern a disposition in some of those who were most 
liberal last winter, to hold up the United States Bank as a bugbear, and seek by appeals to preja. 
dice, to drive away all agencies. There is a section in the bill which, if adopted, would have 
this effect ; but I think I can persuade Maisoi^ to abandon it. If he consents, all will go well. 

1 had written thus far, when I received a letter from our mutual friend^ Phelps, on this sub- 
ject, which contains sound views, and much good ndvice. I would write to him this evening, if 
it were not no lote — have the goodness to say to him that I will defend his rights ng.-iinst sll in- 
vasions. He also has the imprea<ion that the bill has been dictated by bank oflicers for the par- 
pote of protecting their institutions in the enjoyment of their exclusive privileges. He ought 
rather to rejoice at the appearance of the bill, for it not only presents the opportunity fairly of 
didcu!«sing the restrainins; law in all its hearings ; buLit also serves to exhibit the odious charac- 
ter of that law more strikingly ;han could be done in an elaborate essay upon the subject. Pre- 
sent my kind regards to him, and say that I will acknowledge his letter to-morrow. 

Very tr.ily, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

By this time you will think me one of your raosc f«tupid correspondents. I have just read ever 
what I have wrirten, and nimcist feel ashamed of my incoherence ; but you will pardon thisfaoU 
in a public 7nan overwhelmed with banners. DonU laugh ! I forg tt to ask yoo to say to 
Phelps, that as soon as I receive the necessary papers from New York, / toil/ begin, to pick the 
feathers from our pilots. 

Ex- Speaker Livingston en the Bank Bill^^Bank Chfirters will go, root and hranck-^iis 
$enate^--Move the Press and tell Phelps. 
tNo. 83 1 To Jesse Hoyt, N. V, Albaity, Jan. 12. 1837. 

My Denr Hovt: T wrote you a letter last evening just by way of ftllin? npnn interval Men 
bed time. The diseuitsion on the restmining law has been continued this mnminir uprm the all 
enrroesing topic. The third section of the hill has been rejected, and an animated debate aross 
on the fourth. What dispenitinn do yon think haa been made of it 1 can von believe that it 
has been a'lopted 7 and vet such is the fact This intelligence will he received hy otir eitlaras 
with indignation and contempt, ft aims a fatal blow at the introdaction and use of capital, 
and mav resulr in the ruin of many of onr merchants. What will be the conseqnence of pro* 
hihiting agents of foreign corporations from making Io«m8 of their capital ? The question is 
easily answered. All debtors musf forthwith pay up. and the amount of payments tnrhe Morris 
Canal and United Stntes Bank Agency, as I am informed, would be about ^12,000.0<K). Drive 
away their aofcnts and you would produce a pressure such as has never before been felt. If I 
mistake not, the proceedings of to-day will awaken such a spirit amnna[ the pp»ple as wiU not 
be appeased tiU all bank charters are destroyed root and branch. THIS WOULD RE CAL- 
AMITOUS, but I would more cheerfully endpre such a state of things than legialaie (as it 
would seem"^ for their sole beneBt. I made what effort I could eommand a^inpt the aeeiion, 
as did also Young and Tracy. These gentlemen deserve the thanke of our city [New Yoric] for 
their ahle and manly support of Us interests : see that justice is done to them. It would be vefi 
TO STIR UP OUR PAPBRS. Let them agitate— -agitate— agitate— and the conntiy will 
follow th*'ir example. For the present I despair. If an inteliiffent Senate of this State cannot and 
will not be jnade sensible of the advantages of a finee trade in capital (come from what qvartef 
it may) why thei^ it is wMte of time to maintain so evident a X9azim in poUUcal p^»umf- 
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What advances have we made in this science ? But my friend, let me conclude with the t^n- 
der of my congratulntjons upon the progress of your principles. 
Yog may commuaicate ih)8 3crawl to Phelps. C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

CotHjHroUer Flagg to HoyU on Free Banking — the causes of HoyVs new bom zeal for ths rs* 
peal of restraints on dealers in Currency, 
[No. 84.] Albany, Jan. 15, 1837. 

Dear Sir : I hove received your letter in relation to Maison's restraint of the Restraining 
Law. By this time yon will have Ken that the Senate have cut tho bill all to pieces. If iheK 
had been two or three votes more on the fireo trade side they would have cut oat erery section 
but the first, which was a simple repeal of the restraint upon offices of discount and deposite ; as it 
is, they have only reralned the 4th, with modificntions. and one other. The ^l ntno, in my 
opinion, is about right. 1 think foreign corporations should not be allowed to establish offites 
here : we have troohle enongh with our nwn monsters, without legalizing a brood from Jersey 
and Connecticut. Mnison showed me his bill, and I told him the better woy was to strike off 
the feriers upon cnpitnl, and allow private Bankers to do every thing which incorporated Banks 
now di», "except in issuebilU, We all told him hhi machinery wimld not do ; but he hnd moved 
the committee as an op|M>nent of the repeal of the reatraint, and nfithing better could have been 
expected from an opponent of the mf>asure for relief. Mr. Mack goes the whole hog against 
Maison's restraints ; and so do several others whose support he exp* ctcd. 

Tnicy has offered, in eommanicatiun with th4> siih>ct, a bill for private bankinf , allowing 
bills lu be isned of 9^^*^ >nd upwards. This bill will get only a few votes at this time. Thert 
11 not a prospect of any Banks tliis winter, of any kind, ta isaue pnper. 

Truly youre, A. C. FLAGQ. 

Senator Livingston on Bank Bills and ' the DeniP John P. Yates.f 

[No. 85] Albany, Jnnunry 16fh, 18S7. 

My Dftar ifoyt : The repeal of tho much talked of law may be di!»p''sed of this morning 
witkimt anv matprinl chance of the form in which it stood when 1 lasr wrote. The propo-iricn 
now under discnsston contemplotes a removal nf the restmint upon iiiHividuat iHfsoes ; limitinff the 
bills thit may be JMucd, h-wevrr, to J50. Tho propf»piiion hns beon ably enpported ly Tracy 
and Young — and if I mial'ike not. I said in a former letter thnt I Bhoiild support it, but I confess 
sabnequent r» flec*ii< n ha** 5)h ken my opinion, and T nm rnther inclined to go nsmin«>t it. Snch a 
privilege misht be extensively abused, and in votinc n^rninsi it I may possibly be infliH'ncerl rather 
ky fe«rB than realities — but mv object in writing is to explnm what mny aeem to you to be an fn- 
cansiaiency in my vote with a former opinion. In se» king to reform nbuses or rorrectini? evila, 
it is alwavs prudent to commence* by grndunl Pteps. D«'fent eenernlly attenrls a reformer if he 
ajmaat ti>o much in the onset. The is-uing of bill« to circuhtte ss morey is properly a imittr^r for 
iegislative control—and if we can preserve the currency from variableness or injurious deprecia- 

*Mr HoTt*t nnxietv for fraa buDkiiur Appaan tn hava aritan in a rreot maa«i)re frnm his antiripntioni of enor- 
aifin!» Rainii to l«a miiHe out of such viflninoiit conrerni nn RwrsV Trust Co. Williftm G. Biicknor ona of HnTt*a 
Wnll itreet .'trqiiiiintnnc«>«. on liein^r tntenmjrareH by tha T^nttecl Ftntan Commhwionani. ia IMI. whether It wm lia- 
Itevatl. at tha bmkars* bonrri, thnt Mr. Hmt wn« liirjiriv Intarr«iai1 in liiirchntinir the M rk nf tha Ninth Amariean 
Tntit and Hankinf Comtinny, nnswarad that ** it wa« tita genarnl iin|ire<»ion amonsr the hrokarn thnt Mr. R -vt ¥ma 
kirielv imarattad in oiiemtinjr in thettnck of thnt inttilntion. Thi» impras«ion prolmUlv nrn^a from tha knowlarfaa 
that ha WHS itr\-n!?lv nildictarl to stm:k iiteriilnttonf, nntl from tha fart thnt carfnin perttint dan It Inripely m ihatKtoekj 
who. fVomthaconneHinnnnd thaeonffdanea and inrimnry Mil«i«llnff hatwean tham and Mr Hnvt wereaitppntad 
tn ha opamtinr fnr him. or that ha waa inraraitad in thafr o|iamtinnt.** And, fiirtliar thnt ha " baliaren theae oparn' 
tinaii ware aaEtramaly unprofitnlile." Mr. Barr. another Wall itreet broker, remnrhe*!. thnt " cartificnte* of dapotfte 
la thnt bnnk ware nnmmonlv sold in Wnll street nt n diw^ntint. wrhiph eommanrati at 3 1" 5 |)ar rant., nnd want on in* 
etansln^ nntfl eertifiente* oii time were »old in voma iiistanras at tha mta of S par nant. par month diaeount. I 
ikaald not have aonnMarad It n onft inKRiitlDn in whieh tn make daftMtiie* of pubUe mnnav.** Mr. Rnrr Midad, 
that McJimoav. fJovt** bnitbar tn-law, (aloo a Wall straa* broker,) was n Inrse oii^mtor in tha stock of that hank, 
and tha^ it wna balievad thnt Hovt wni interettail with him. At times frhw tha Traniurv nf the Tnion wn^bor- 
wwlne at hijfli rate* of interett. !Tovt wn« deimtitinv hnndrads of thonsnnds of dollnr* of the pnblic fiinds with thia 
i^ isnk {!) and rafnslnf to remit to Wathfnetnn tha balnnea in hit hands, whirh ha hnd incorrectly stated. If 
the Hub Tiiraanrv ia to ba cavivad. to at to enable future Hoytt to play over atatn tha rama nf rhb minion of Van 
Buran. thronahoiit tha TTnion — and what It there to prevent itt— F. (br one. would doobt Iti effieieney. Hovt lent 
BaBfa*a Bank, while the dnb Trantnrv was in operation. pWi fiBO. to l.'Sth of Oct. IMO, without ioteisat! Boyt*a 
dapoatet airaetad tha vajna of the ttook« which flnetoatad from |05 till it got down to 93. 

tin 1W5. John B. Yatat Introduced into tha Atsemblv of N. Y. a bill to repeal tha rattilctlont on banking, 
andar whieh for mnnv yenrs. certain bmnehat nf bntinen'hnd baaa confined to ehnrtared eompanlM. prlvllafad by 
Uw, and the fM-lvlleces sold bv the lefislntora nnd aKeentlv* oflleart. (Of eoorsa. Van Bwrm and hi* frienda waaa on 
Iha acher aide till after his election m Presidant next year, whan a new game was to ba phiyad ) Mr. Preaton Kinir. 
wha ably aided the friaadt of education by hit unwearied efforts in Coninets to lEet cheap poetafe ettnblltbed, 
took tise tame course, at did Colonel Tonnf . Mr. Yatat wat ricYi. anxiont to adoeata tt« people, and Ibnd oflntar- 
aal impnyvamantt. I wat a diraetor for tha colony in tita Wetland Caaal Company, ra which ha, his bmfbar 
MSas iBo t Yatat, and othaia af hia fhatily, hod enbarhad •90.000, Mid had much eonvaiaation whb him. If povar- 
ast Yat« was as aiaesn sMsad ofhii esonity as ioha B. te was Ml vary wsU twatsd bj kit Yan Bniaa tilMds. 
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tioa it i0 our duty to do so. I hop« you will find no fault with me in changing in bq short a po- 
ind fault, then ID" Go to the Devil XI 
Youre. &c. C. L. LIVINGSTOW 



riod my opinion on an important subject. If you do find fault, then (D" Go to the Devil XI- 

" - "PON. 



F, B. Cutting, JMeniber of Aseemblyy to Jc9»e Hoyi, N. Y., on Bank*, 
[No. 86.] Albany, January 16, 1837. 

My dear Hoyt : The vote on the reaohition instructing the B&nk CoHimitlee to report agvimt 
all Bank petitions was taken to-day, seventy against, and fifty in favor. This decides the bis 
of all these applications this year. The latter are good men and true, and will be consiateit 
under all and every contingency. The seventy embrace twenty-nine whigs, and one of ow 
men who voted with them by ipisiake. Our fif^y includes only one whig, C. Rogen of 
Washington County, and two ioco.foco8 — Andrew, Franklin, Labagh, WUIes and Zabriskk, 
in ftvor of Banks. AU our purposes are aceompUahed. We have succeeded in commlttiog 
more than enough to render all hope on the part of the Lobby perfectly desperate. Having de. 
fflonstmted to those who were charged with petitions that success is out of the question, I pic* 
mme that all toill unite in favor of the repeiU of the Reetraunng Law, and other ibuortajit 
MATTiis. * The mail is just cloaing. It is admitted that we have gained a triumph. 

Youre, F. R C. 

Curaing on Pcper, like John Van Buren — Let Blood follow the Knife — Miseriee of LegidetwiL 
[No. 87.] To Jesse Hoyt, (private.) Albakt, January 20, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : I am so damnably pressed for time that I can scarcely send you a line. Judinaiy 
Committee ; references daily ; reports ; drawing Bills ; active debates in the Huuse ; Bank inves. 
ligations ; consultotions. See, and infernal lettert from New York, from applicants for oflke, 
all requesting answers of some kind. 

Look at my resolutions of to-day. Do they cover ground enough ? The Speaker wanted t» 
, put Ogden on the select committee — I threatened to resign as chairman and sute my reasom 
before the House and the State — he yielded. I have had serious work with him as to who shall 
be associated with me upon the committee to be appointed to investigate the Banks — ^have had 
three interviews — warm ones too ; but he will not give me the names of those he intends to ap- 
point. I have urged, that if I am to be Chairman I have a right to the best talent of the Uosse 
to assist me. No bank directors, stockholders, or participants in the stock of last year, [1836,] 
but all will not prevail upon him. So, to-morrow, I shall move to refer my resolution to the 
select committee of invcsiigation of which King is chairman. If defeated in this, we will mske 
open war, and 1 shall resign as chairman, if sppointed, stating my reasons. This is a most «■• 
pleasant duty, as it will necessarily wound the feelings of many gentlemen; but the oc c s ato 
requires frankness, and if necessary I will not shrink from what I believe to be called for. 

DON'T BE SO DAMNED HOT in your way of writing and talking. Fight coolly, des, 
peraiely, nay savagely if any end is to be gained ; ride booted and spurred, as I have to dp in 
the House sometimes, to make milder spirits quail ; but make no threats — act, and let Ueod 
follow the knife, if surgery is required; but let the blow he felt before you give notice of ynr 
intention, ** Charlie shall have his own again'* in spite of sundry political brokers and aha- 
vers that we wot of. I know of no way to success, but by bold, straightforward, manly, uncoia- 
promiaing opposition ; and to unfold to our own true and sound Democracy the shnffling and 
trickery of the knaves who filch them. In haste yours. 

Did you see how the Whigs and Bank Men joined Kimmy upon the resolution instructing tiie 
Bank Committee ? Let the votes be made public — undeceive the people ! If yon would pay hslf 
as much attention to dissect our votes, and put the Whigs in their true position, hand m hand 
with the Banks and their adherents, as you do to some other things, such as writing congratS" 
latory epistles to Ned Livingston, &^., and advising with him [the Speaker] as to oommittMS, 
dLC, you would, according to my notions, be doing more service. Do you take ? 

Truly yours, F. B. CUTTING. 

Senator Livingston doubts New York wisdom, and with reason. 
[No. 88.] (To Je«e Hoyt.) 

Albakt, Jan. 21, 1837. — I am inclined to think, my good fellow, that you are more than half 
right in the opinion expressed in your last letter — I have given the subject of private issuer muck 
anxious thought, and I confess new light begins to dawn upon my darkened intellect — the clouds 
are &st breaking away and I should not be surprised if I finally determined to maintain even to 
obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was no better than the bill issaed by a private aol- 
vent individual — I may have been deluded by the charm which too commonly attaches to a cor- 

* The bill enabling speculators in ^neml to anoeiate •• banken ia buTinf ttocki, iraiBng, MUisir boBiii«^e< 
enabled the Democratic Review of Ma?, 1AM, to talk about ** Mme crf'themoateosod aMoaiatioiiaaf tlM dkf (oTK. T/ 
lUu tJu Jf^rtk ^^meriean Trust and Bankinff Of." R. M'Jimtey, Jeao Hoft, J. D. Been, or either of then, may 
baye dictated the patriotic article. 
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poratioQ, b«t the spell is neariy bfokm, and uioflier night's nflectlon may metamofphose me 
into an inflexible advocate of ihin.piast«ra« Some limitatiens and seourltiea are indispensable to 
gaard against abases, for I cannot adroit yoar theory to its full extent, that the people are nn^r 
all circumstances capable of managing tinir own affiiin. In some cases they must be protected 
against themselres. My distrust of their intelligence oommeDced when tliey elected such a poor 
devil ss myself, and until they choo<^e agents who will respect their feelings and their interests, 
I will dispute their capacity to govern themselves. Don't disclose this heresy, and above all 
don't let me see it in the Evening Post in Uie form of *' an extract from a letter from Albany.*' 
Do yon understand? In a few days Ve shall have under consideration a general plan for pri- 
vate banking, provided there is sense enough in Albany to mature one. It is designed to keep 
this subject distinct from the restraining law. Cutting has just called in to say that he has re. 
ceived some letters from you, and desires me to say that you must work harder and talk leas. 
What impertinent language for a servant of the People to hold to one of his masters ! 

Yours, &c., CHAS. U LIVINGSTON. 



AU ihe World may become Stock-jobbert — even Beertfn TruMt Co. 
[No. 89.] The same to the same. Albany, Janoary 25. 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : After a well contcated fight we succeeded this morning in rejecting the 4th 
aection, 13 to 12 — a substitute was afterwards offered and adopted, to which there ean be no 
very serious objection. It simply re-enacts the exiBting Law as it is found in page 713* sec. 6, 
Vol. 1, R. S. which restrains incorporations ta their corporate eapaeiiff from establishing them- 
selves in our State, and circulating bills, &c., but agencies may be established to loan iimds. 
Morris Robinson, Louis McLano, et id omne ^envs, may now pursue their lawful business with- 
out subjecting themselves to a fine of (1000, or the fear of going to the State Prison. I have 
only time to congratulate you on this happy result. Phelps will participate with you in the gra- 
. tification you experience in witnessing the progress of reason and common sense in our Senate.* 

All yet seems well ; and if it end so meet, 
The bitter past, more welcome is the sweet. 

My room is full af loafers tormenting me to death about a sixpenny Canal claim, and compel 
me to close this so abruptly. Cutting is in New York ; he will give you some interesting news 
from this place. Yours, C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Freedom to Banking — Arkan$a$, Michigan, India, and Illinois Stoekn, our next Sureties ! 
[No. 90.] [To Jesse Hoyt.] Albant, January S7th, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : Restraints are removed — the people may walk abroad, disembarrassed of the 
chains they once hobbled with. The bill passed this morning with a unanimous vote, after hav-* 
ing altered the character of the 4th section, as I pointed out in my last. If yon want to snap 
any other bolts, you had better indicate your wishes while we are in the humor. The bill will 
doubtless pasB the Assembly ; and, if with any alteration, I trust it may be, if possible, for the 
better. Yours, C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Comptroller Flagg to /. Hoyt, on the Multiplication of Paper Credits, 
[No. 90ii.] • Albjlny, January 29th, 1637. 

Dear Sir : The repeal of the |Lestraining Law, after substantially striking out the 4th section, 
has received a unanimous vote of the Senate. The prohibition against non-resident monopo- 
lies remains as in the Revised Statutes. The prospect is, that the vote will be equally unani- 
mous in the House. Maison's bill, therefore, has been entirely demolished, except the first sec- 
tion. Offices of discount and deposite can do every thing which Banks now do, except to issue 
bills. There were some phrases in Maiaon's 4th section, which I had not particularly noticed 
when I wrote ym, and which caused its rejection. Maison^s original bill was such a bill as 
the Banks would desire to have passed ; it tied up the free use of money with numerous cords 
which were not used in the old Restraining Law. But the good sense of the Senate has set the 
matter right. 

There is considerable discussion going on in various sections of the State, in relation to a 
general Banking Law. Onondaga has taken the field on this side. After the passage of the 
Restraining Law repeal, there will be a fair field between the safety fund incorporations, and a 
law applying the Safety Fund restraints to simple banking associations. The multiplication of 
paper credits in either mode, I apprehend, will produce more evil than good. But there must be 

* The foHowing is a draft of a revolution drawn np by Jaue Hoyt et New York, ami MDt to Colonol Yoong and 
T. B. l^uuins at Albany, to be propoMd to the Legulature.— " RMolved, tJiat the Baoks io the oily of New Yerk 
which do bittmew under the Safety Foixi act, do report without delay the anouot of mooey tbey ret|ieettv|elv hew 
had on deposit from corporations out of this Stat^ onthe 1st day of evpry month, rix : from the 1st of Oss. 1815 Iq^lit 
of Jsauary, 1837, apon whieh depoiite intereet hse been paid or agreed to be |iaid,'* 
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« oluiiige as to tbe mode of dHpenang stock, tind perJu^ ag^m^ law wwU i» f&tt i» Ik 
most acciptabU manner, uad Bcciue the location of 9sAks whers thero was bnsinoas te ^PP^ 
them. Truly yoiu«» A. C FJLAGGr 

Let u$ htn>€ no QuarreUHtg about Froo Banka, iiU after WrighVa JSIection. 
[No. 91.] [To Jewe Hoyt.] Albany, Sunday Evening, Feb. Si, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : I arrived this evening, and have seen certain poblications in the Albany Ar- 
gus, relating to myself and my course in regard to the Committee of Investigation. I am too 
much fatigued to prepare an answer this evening ; but in the course of to-morrow, will place the 
subject in its correct light, and will endeavor to have it published on Tuesday, unUn ii u 
deemed adviaahle to avoid all eolliaiona xtntil aptek the election of Silas Wrioht, as to whom 
there has been a strong opposition — indeed it is said, that on Friday last, there was a majority of 
the Legislature against him. If, therefore, my observations do not appear on Tuesday, they 
will be insened on Wednesday. Request Mr. Bryant to copy them, in esse ho has inserted the 
articles from the Argus, and see that the TinuB does me the same justice. 

Yours, F. B. CUTTING. 

[No. 92.] [Favored by Capt. Stoddard.— Sunday.] 

My DcHr Hoyt : I sent you yesterday, a Bank Commissioners' Report. How w money and 
veal estate { Could a ssle at paliiic auction be effected at foir pricea, of good property lo the 
amount of (100,000.00 noconimodating lenns? Wiihoat mentioning my name, call Qpen 
Bkcecksr, and Jeukins» and make the neceaeary inquiries, snd writs me. I send you a btib 
pablic opioMn.* The stage is starting. Youib, F. B. CUTTING. 

The true Van Btaren School — have principle in proportion to your inierett — be aUfor aelf 
[No 931 ^^- J<x^^ B. Sutherland, to Joseph McCoy, New Market, Philadelphia. 

Lazaretto. June 27, 1816.— t Dear M : When 1 received your letter Uai night, I 

immediarely took a chair to my front door, and commenced reading it — I was much plessrd 
with your notions of buying out Peacock, but the difficulty that will have to be encountered, 
will not, I think, be of a trivial nature ; I may perhaps make the arrangement with Boileao, 
in relation to the acJjuiant-generaiship, but whether he would be willing to endorse a note to 
raise the wind is another question. 1 am told he is avaricious. However, on this point I would 

♦From the Onon«lngra Chief, n Van Bnren Paper.— We are glad to tee w many iKiind demoomtio Jonrnak la 
different parts of the State, i|)eak{o^ in ternw nf decided reprobntion of the conduct of 8|ieaker [Edwanlj Uf 
iac«u>a. in refurd to the A>rrnaiion of ihe committee of bank invefttiffiUion. Wherever the Judf meut of mm ii 
DO*, paralyze*! hv hnnk influence, or iu expression resiniined l»y motives of interest there is bat one sentiniegt of 
indigutitijn in the mouths of the |>ei»ple. Even the S|»e:iker himself has bowed before the omnipotence of pahlie 
opinion, end has felt himself eom|telied to nttemiit a vindiitation of his conduct, over his own lifnatura, in tJiecJ* 
umns of Uio Aif us, but in our humbto opinion, M ha* succeeded muerablj. 

tJudge Sutherland is an old and a shrewd, cunning, good natured politician, of Scotch parantase, and Van Ba- 
ren nrinciiile. He is a regular Denmcrnt ; wns health officer at Phihidelphia when he wMte tlie nbove letter : went 
for Jflcks4in and tiie |iel bank scheme ; ran f >r 8)»eftker in CongreM. in opposition Ui Andrew Stevenstin. who had 
the Van Rureu pres?es to aid htm : went into Con^^i'as* in 1836. for the 1st district of Pa., as a cooaerratiro. or aa- 
chtiiiged demijcrat ; suii|mrted Uarrisim in 1840; and in 1841 was appointed Navnl-Offi'ser at the part of Phitadd- 
phra. bv Tyler, ft-om which |Hwt he has since been removed by Polk. He avows, in the above letter, the system oa 
which Van Bnreu and the regency worked the old council of appointment, the pnps, imtronago, and tlie saftty 
fund bnnk«— namely : to blind, deceive, and plunder the millions, under any clonk, and by adopting whateva/was 
npiierm st in men*s minds, thnt nonid be turned to pnrtv account The sob-treasunr, as Jesee H<iyt, ^ephea Al- 
Itn, Jusei»h D. Bears, Cornelius W. Lawrence, and their'banki^, carried it ont. would be a n«w means of camantiaf 
a powerful band of eunuitig noliticians, by giving them the spoils lo speentota on. Joel oppoe>«d thmL , Qtmrm AF 
Ian kept carefully nil the cash Jesse gave him ; but Jesae allowed no more to poas into Steve's auU-traasory ilwi 
the surplus bevond bis own wants for s|iecuIution ; and as the Van Buren family went shares. Secretary Woodbuiy 
allowed him his own way. When the day of reckoning came, Jesse Hoyt was $99l),000 short, and the jndMi 
lound thnt the pains and |»enalties of the law of 1A40. did not apply to the eaae of Jesae Hoyt I I comr Dr. frs M- 
Ur from Mr. Duane's Aurora. The Doctor, it api>ears. exfiected to he appointed adjatant'-geoeral of Fa^ be Iftf 
pur]Mise of becoming recruitin? sergeant to the )>arty lender most likely to succeail to |>ower. 

** Very soon after Mr Snvder en me into the chair of the executive of this state, (eontinnes Thiane.) U waa dl^ 
eovared tliat his elevation had been prucsred hy a concaalad eombioatiun of persons in the legialatufe. wboaaa- 
promised the affiiirs of the people, in a d«vi»iun of the oflioes. |K>wer, and patronage of office among tkm cotiopiia- 
tors. As |iart of the compact, the press was to be placed under the control of this secret combination ; every fica 
press was to be proscribed, and pMttituted presses established, or purchased. In every part t^ the sfaita, ao that this 
ooisbiaatiito should not only direct paiilic opinion, but exclude from the eyea of the |ieopla the knowledm tftnak, 
or the animadversions that are usual in a stite of freedom on public measures. ThotM who considered too (mm ai 
ftee and vigilant, did not perceive that it might be placed in corrupt hands, or in the hands of ignorance ; and that 
freedom might he exorcised as amply in the cause of villain v and fraud, as in th« F4iusa of virtue and iuatiee; thai 
tbeaetivity aad vtgilanea td ioiquity might employ it, with aa much zeal and labot, aa the friands of ft»niem> of 
social happioess/* 

Who Will wonder that Colonel Duane died poor, or that his son was unfit to be a member of a cabinet whkh 
Van Baren eecretiy eondueted on the Sutherland prtndplaf Bow can the press goard the American paopJa 
againt the dangers arising from the sabstitoiion of secret corruption for the principles of free election f the laiat 
of a rapaoioai tend of nidairhl eoBipinton for pnbtie offlce, and the cootnl of the lists, for tba wsUais of tha 
whoISMMlttyl 
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jutt my, tbit fcr the preaeht, nothing can be effeoled in relation to our scheme till Mr. Boileaa 
ntvnm from the eiate of New York, which will be in about 4 or 5 weeks. The truth is, M'Coy, 
Bdileau is but a child in poUtics, he is not half enough acquainted with the underhand work that 
marks the bold and disoerniDg politician. I will teU you who I think will embrace this scheme 
much sooner than Boileau. I mean Wm. Findlay. He is so full of schemes and notions, that 
hb is literally running over with them. But there we cannot well go— we have unfurled the flag 
of discontent, and it would look cowardly to furl it up again, unless it should be thought better 
to somnder at discretion. 

While I write this about Findlay, do not suppose that I doubt Boileau. No, I am far 
from doubting this man's honesty, but, I frankly confess, I doubt his policy. When I see him I 
will read his heart Findlay at this time stands the best chance of any man I know, if a tew 
of UB would become recruiting sergeants in his cause. Moreover, he will be hostile to Binns, 
who is going down fast. You may think me a damned strange creature to be vacillating be* 
tween Boileau and Findlay— BUT AS YOU AND I. AND ALL POLITICIANS, ARE MEN 
OF PRINCIPLE IN PROPORTION TO OUR INTEREST, I have written to you undis- 
guisedty upon this matter. If you have time to come down with Hart in the stage some after- 
aoon, and have a long talk with me, you and I will undexBtand each other more fully. I want to 
talk with you about our joining with Leib. I wish to know whether the democrats might not 
come in this way in (he city, I know they would — I wish you to go on the ticket^ at your leisure 
you could then make arrangements with Peacock, we would then be on the spot to join the man 
most likely to succeed. 

I would like to see you before I see Dr. Leib. I know I shall see him before thr election-^ 
see there is no chance for my success in the N. Liberties, except it be thmngh the assisianoe of 
old schoolism — Bussier, if he is rejected, will quit the party ; but by that time the opposition will 
have their candidate. We ought to watch them well now, and be prepared for the worst. Re* 
member me to all our family — tell my dear parents that we are all well. 

Your friend, J. B. SUTHERLAND. 



A Secret Chupttr in New Jersey Social Legislation* 

[No. 94.] Dear Sir: I was too late to-dsy in my spplication to Council. They met, and 
imiuedinteiy adjourned withciut doing any business, so as to get off in a coach that was wsiting 
for them. But you need not defpair. I have seen Halstcd the member from Emex — he would 
have offered the resolution if sn opportunity had occurred. He is opposed to the Morris Csnal 
and Banking Co.. upon principle, and would have opposed their biU, if he had been in bis 
seat ; but knowing his sentiments, they watched th^ opportunity, and passed it in his ab»enc». 
James L. Green says he thmks they have done wrong in letting that biU>pai«, and be would 
avHil himself, I think, of any chance of crippling them. 

Halsted will offt r the whole reoulutwti and support it, whether the return is filed or not by 
Tuesday next, and I think I cnn induce Green to assist as a member of the comniiiiec. 

It require ss>me little msnagemem and tn>uble ; but Wm. Halsted and mysilf will engage to 
get it iniruduced motwithetandipg mrty return then may make. The forfeiture of their banking 
priviU>g«s has accnird, and the return cannot rettore It. 

We therefore will introduce it ; have it referred tu Halsted as chairman of committee, with 
some other member (Green if we can get him appointed,) and wilt get m report of an unfator* 
abU character ; how far it will go we cannot tell— that depends upon the investigation and dii* 
clueurea made. • 

We can raise such a dust about U as will bring the President back to defend himself. W« 
propose to ssk the committee to give us a fair hearing, which thechaiiman will rradidly grant. 

As there are now two of us engaged, and this is the last plmk upom which ws cam wwks a slmnd^ 
yon must tell your friends thet must fbovide accordhcolt in esse we auoeeed in our Apeimtioii. 

J forgot to tell you to have the Evening JPost sent to me as Editor, Immediately, anid if yon 
think it necessary the Timet, Yours, Slc, 

[** What aflair is this ? Who besides Hoyt can explain it ?"— W. L. M.] 



Send my clothes to my Washerwoman, hire my lodgings, and get Duer to choose my ' 
Ought such serviees to have been paid with (50.000 a year, anda douceur of (390,000 at pari' 
ing ' Wherein does ths favoritism of Louit XIV. and of Martin L difer ? 

r lo. 95 ] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

C> skill, June 25. 1619.— Dear Sir : I arrived here last night from New York, and go to-^ttw 
wfdi General Root in bis chaise [or chair] to Delhi. I hope to be in Albany on Friday next. I 
send by the boat my valwe, containing some clothes which I wish you would send to my washsr* 
woman. She is the same who washes for Mr. Bleecker. Yoon in haste, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 96.] Same to same. Nov. 17, 1819.— Dear Sir: I want about fifteen or twenty gaL 
Ions of table wine— lay prime Sicily, Madeira, or some other pletnnt, bat Ught nd low wiqe 
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to drink with dinner. I wish you would get Mr. Dtter, who takes thw^ to select it for bm, tni 
buy it and send it up.t Get me also a box of good raisins and a basket of good figs, and ssid 
them with the wine. There is yet $94 (I believe that is the sum) doe me from Mr. George Giil* 
wold on my fee in the Washington [ihat seems to be the word] cause, which I wi«h yoa woald gat 
from him and pay for the above ariides out of it, and remit the balance to me by Mr. Doer. If 
you dont get it, Commodure Wiswall will give you the money, and receiye it here again from ae. 
Excuse the trouble I give you. The report you mention of the Comptroller has not reached hen. 

Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 97.] [Martin Van Buren to * Jesae Hoight, Esq., Wall St. N. Y.' 

April 29, [1820.] Dear Sir : I shell leave here with Tue.««day*s boat, and will stay in N. Yoik >| 
•ome time. I wish you would get for me, from Mrs. Henderson, the use of her little perlor sad ' 
a bed-room — and if she cannot accommodate me, get it elsewhere. I would, however, prefer 
altogether to stay with her, but can't do without a room other than a bed room. 
/ think the election is safe. Youis in haste, M. V. BUREN. 



« No 98.] Martin Van Buren lends his M6n*ty by the ^5 to the Poor, mnd buffs Wms h§ tk 

Pipe for the Rich. 
Attorney General Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

June 21, 1820. — Dear Sir: Just as I wan going from New York, Abraham P. Van S— 

who is a derk in Jacob I. Barker's store, 456 Pearl Street* a nephew ^ John G. H , Esq., 

borrowed $10 of me, under a promise to send it up, which he has not done ; and, from what Mr. 
Hogeboom tells me, I apprehend he did not intend to do it. I wish you would see him and make 
him pay it to yon. Aak the Secretary about the enclosed. I have never heard any thinir abost 
it since I paid my $10. Your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 99.] The same to the same. Date and place torn off. 

"I am afmid you will hestin to think me a very troublesome friend — ^but I AM CON- 
STANTLY THE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION— that man Plimpton who own the AbeUts, 
BORROWED FIVE DOLLARS! of me, when he went off, under a promise to send it v^ 
If you happen to fall in with him I wish you would him — ^hc is a graceless dog. It wonM 
incommode me very much if I should not have my carriage next week. The Governor is to be 
qualified to <§ny, but Albany is as quiet as a church. It is said that efforts have been made to 
raise the wind, but in vain. Mr. Clinton is universally considered here as politically defunct 
I will believe that there is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia [a part is torn off] oat of 
courtesy, and will want them. I go from hence in a few days. M V. BUREN. 

P. S. Mr. Hoyt will oblige me by presenting the above to Mr. Beekman» and transmitting 
me the money.** 

[No. 100.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hott, 40 Wall Street, N.Y. 

August 20, 1820. — D. Sir: You will oblige me by presenting the above draft to M. Kaafher, 
and the within check at the City Bank, who will, of course, give you the money for it, which 
pay to Dominick Lynch, Esq. for a half pipe of Wine I bought of him sometime since. I hate 
mislaid the bill, but I believe this is about the amount. If there is a difference, pay it. and let 
me know what it is. M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 101.] August 23d. — D. Sir : I enclose you s draft this moment received from Mr. Kiof. 
ner [or Kaufman] — be so good ss to use it as before directed, and to call on Mr. Kaufman, and 
say to him that I have received the (150 — that his cause has not been reached on the Calendir 
—and of course goes off until the next term. My prospects of succeea are good. Give Mr. K. 
the receipt on the other side. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 



[No. 102.] § E. Livingston to /. ffoyt, on Butler'e influence, Van BurerCi young tribe, ni 
New Leaders — Jesse's Stock, 
ALBAinr, Feb. 24, 1821.— Dear Hoyt: The Notary bill will not pass, nor will any regolatioa 
be made concerning Commissioners or Masters in Chancery. Do you wish Ward ^fpointed c 

t Mr. Hoyt w^ia at the Pninklfn Hoaie, New Yofk. 

X Bennett declares in his Herald (Oct. X 1845) that hud he known that 95 or 910 W0t« of lo miieji impoitaMe 
to Mr. V. B.. and thai Mr. V. B. required the endorMinent of C. C- Oambrelen(r to enable him to borrow 9m 
when he went to Woahington as Jackson's secreUry of stole, he would nerer hove attempted to borrow 9SSO0 
thro h)« influence. 

% EcUrnrd Livinffston was elected TJerk of Awemblv in 1822. and held the offlee a lonjr lime, ffavinc l uaw ia a 
rrom New \ orkto Alhanv he was elec««d to the leirf«latnre from that ooaotv. and suecMried Chnriee Ifamphicr 
as Bnwiker. In IW7, bv 80 rotes, against ?7 f.ir Luther Bradith. who was Speaker in the session of IB3R. He wnt a 
l»roTher-in-law of Jad^ Sutherlnnd. and wos sacceeded ns Clerl« bv flenator Seirer, who hnd been his deiMitT. Tbt 
Albany Fe;«eney an said to hare been dosirt.oa toelert Mr. L. Clerk H, of R.. in Conneis, Dec'r. 1838. '« the haad 

.qfiailera ol the monopoly demo«r«ti »'saidL^«geit} is in the city of Albnny and Bdwnrd Lirinnlon, whose 

perfiiioiis and lerpiveTaalmjr conduct, as Speaker of the Anembly, eanwd for Um tkeaeem eTeTeirlnitd 
11 loe of tbeir mouth pieoee.*' ' ' 
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Ma$Ur 7 If you do, a line to Butler would fix it. There appears to be some discontent in the 
Ctrap — flome say that we must have new leaders, but I beHeve all is safe, and that the power 
•S the party wUl be permaiutU if ordinary dUcretiom ie ueed. t Peter R. told me that if the 
coUisions which have taken place since had happened before the New York appointments, that 

he wuuJd be d d if I should not have bad my appointment. Sutherland did not want any 

thing for himself, but went away quite in a huff. Van Buren'e young tnb^, that he has been 
training for the last 18 months, thought they could rule the State, but he is too cunning for them. 
The party is in an unsettled state ; we wunt a firm leader. We must puff up some of our clan 
into a great man. Bowne is pressing the bill to divide the mayoralty as fast as possible, to ena- 
ble him to give us a mayor, &c. .But who they will be he keeps to himself Hatch writes me 
that he was much surprised at my sudden departure. I should like to know whether Noah haa 
appointed his Att*y. I do not think he will give it to us. I should be very glad to be in New 
York, for I am tired of Albany j » * « » Believe me, dear friend. 

Yours most sincerely, EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 103.] Same to^the same— >Nov. 22, 1821. — Dear Hoyt: I suppose you vvill learn from 
Mr. Van Buien and other irieods every thing new and interesting • • e Owing to the rise 
of wheat I am fearfol that United States Stock is lower, but Grod gram you a auh deliverance. 

• « « • • J itaok you had better try your hand at matrimony. 



On itfomof f— tfdotce to Hoyi — Albany very duU, 
[No. t04.] Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

Albany, December 3, 1821. My Dear Jesse : I presume that you have by this time returned 
from Rhode Island. Your visit to Hartford was, / guese, about a certain libel suit, which busi- 
neea may possibly eoet yon some money. You are beggarly poor ; granted ; pretty sentimen- 
tal, &c. Now, in my opinion, if you get married on the spur of the occasion, you stand a 
tmall chance o{ being taken in— as you are as apt as other folks to be deceived by first imprts- 
sioDi. Yoa are generous, and therefore the more danger. Your standing in society is very good, 
be careful or else you may be worse off. As Noah says, Prithee good Mr. Aothecary give me 
an ounce, not of civet, but of common prudence : But you will ask * how the devil shall I take 
iti' Taht is more than I know, I do assure you. It is a pity that there is no shop where such 
commoditiea can be bought, for 1 should like to take a pretty powerful dose, and would pre- 
scribe the same to my friend Hoyt. »*»•»* 

aa you dont appear to care what yon take by frequenting No. 55, &c. If a woman that yon 
ahould esteem should have too much money, get me to draw up the marriage articles, and 
I will rid you of all difficulty upon the subject. You ask me to dispel the difficulties stated 
in your letter, but in the first branch uf your argument yon explicitly admit that they are all of 
a Tiaionary character and complexion. My advice ia, not to think of getting married; it ap- 
pears like doing the businesi by the job. Just keep quiet and you will be married soon bvouoh. 

Your poetry I have no doubt was very fine, but I did not exactly, as Lord Byron says, cum. 
prebend it. The why, &.c. You need not apologize for your leuers, for they are always re* 
ceived with a cordial welcome. Sheriff Ganscvoort is going to make a dye of it they say. There 
are no persons here with whom I associate but Denniston and King, and Henry Davis, conse- 
quently the town must be very dull to me. I think by present appearances that you will make 
money by your stock contract if you hold on. ♦ * • * 

Youre most sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

Speaker Livingston eanvasaing for the Clerkship of the Aseemhly, 
[No. 105.1 Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, Dec. 91, 1891.— Dear Hoyt : I am fearful that Hatch is a snake in the grass, so be 
cmtioufl. I have understood that Mat Davis is coming up to Albany with the members. I 
want to have him engaged in my flavor. Judge [ W. P.] Van Ness will do it for me, if you will 
menrion it to him. * * » Beiqamin Kn6wer says he will not interest himself about the 
derkahip, but ia committed' to support Esleeck if he does any thing. Butler and Knower are 
Ealecck's only frienda, and [Jucjge] Scunner is alone in backing [Ephraim]Storr. • * • John 
Cramer has been very active in my behalf « ♦ » James Burt, and every other man who 
mapeeta himself, will not vote for Vonderheyden. * * I wish that Gardiner would speak to 
Romaine for me, and explain how things stand. I hope Hatch has written to Boston and spo- 
ken to Munson. I want you to have every member of the N. Y. delegation spoken with once 
miMtt and capeeially Mr. Verplanck, (by you,^ who could, and I doubt not, will, do me much good. 
• • * I wish yon would ask Butler, when he thinks that E. has no chance, if he would give 
me a lift. I was very sorry to learn that Mr. UlshoefTer was determined to support Vonder- 
heyden. » « • B. LIVINGSTON. 

t Pelar B. Lmogvtoo of BatelMu Co. was electa^ Bpsakar of Um Awonbly, by 117 eot ofWvolM. io Jan. 1893. 
]|0 ^1^ the most ultra of Governor Clinum's opponenU In Jnn. l&iS. Mr. LtviiiirsloD was eleeted Pr««id«m oftlia 
Beoate of N. Y., and has long bcon a most decided partisan of Henry Clay for the rre9idency. Hammond describes 
fcim as «' iawfiaative and eloquent." 
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[No. 106.] Edward Livingiton (Speaker^ dbc.) to JesK itoyt, New Tofik. 

AlbanTi Jan. 21, 1822. — Dear Hoyt. • * • Our people all aeem disposed to be in good 
humor with each other, and ridicule Noah's attempt to interest the party in his personal sqaab. 
bles, and say tharhe makes an unjustifiable use of his paper to gntify his personal malignity. 
* * * UIshoefTer is even more cnnniog than I supposed him, before the accurate inspectioB 
I have given him for-the last three weeks. As to President of the U. S. our people dont know 
what the devil to think. Tompkins drinks too hard — so they say. I wish our people would 
back the Secretary of the Navy [Smith Thompson], but he appears to have a nnall body of 
friends. His conduct about the post office here has done him some service — and Adam8i*s letter, 

together with his 4th of July oration, is enough to D n any common man. Govenior, I 

aboold like to have Yates chosen for it, but they say he will keep Spencer on the bench, whiek 
some people do not like. « » * I keep my toitnge as close as possible, and attend to my 
own business. • « • I will get the Examiner birth for Ward if possible— 4f not, I wiU get 
It for you. Tell SL Cambreleng that 1 am satisfied, and so are the people here, that our ncM- 
bem oif Coagrest wort entrapped into signing for S. Van Rensselaer [to be P. M. at Albany.} 
Crolius and Hale electioneered f<ir each other. Hale was to make CoL Crolins speaker, and liie 
favor was to be returned. Crolius is a * * * *, and I hope you will find ways tad 
means to keep him at home.. Believe me, a* ever, your true and nncere friend, 

£. LIVINGSTON. 

{No. 107.] Senator Van Buren to Je«e Hott, Attomey.at-Law, N. T. 

OeorgetowB, CoV^ Jan. 83, 1822.— Dear Sir : Be so good as to deliver the enclo^d. We 
have nothing new here. The Bankrupt Bill is under discussion in the Housr — its fate is beeoau 
iag more donbtful. Please to get and aend me the American containing the numbers ot' * (k 
Federalist of 1789 ' published last summer. In baste, your firieod, M. V. BURRN. 

[No. 108.] Senator Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt.— W&shinoton. Jan. 28, 1822. — I have thii 
moment reofived youra, for which 1 thank y< u, and beg of you es a favor to write m« often i<n 
th^ subject of the interesting concerns that ngitate you. For the present, I have only to say thit 
] n^ver heard of the report th^t Mr. Sanford would not accept one of the vacant missions imn'l the 
rrceipt of yonr letter. Mr. Kini?, however, henrd such a sugges'ion. 1 am however entirely cuiv 
fident that that report had no influence on the question. 

In hiiste, yours tnily, M. V. BUREN. 



No BuckUU mo Office^ a oinguiar Chancery oale-^* Stop my New»paper ' 
[No. 109.] Speaker Livingston, to Jesse Hoyt. N. York. Albant. March 26. [1828.] 
V^nr Hoyt: I was unnhle to procure the sppointment of Ward an an Kxaminer in Ch.nrerv, 
Mthey thought here that HE HAD NOT BEEN A BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGH, and 
thev would not let yonr merits count in his favor: I therefore changed my ground and had yoa 
appointed.t 1 hope this will be grateful to you and my frrend Ward. Let Wnrrf act as yoar 
sworn clerk. It is supposed the legislature will adjourn about the 10th of April : the sooner the 
beitf r. Everything in the political way goes on 8m«»othly. Youn^ looks as if he had hcen hied ; 
I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates. I think in this atatc we ouirht to have a peculiar 
pra\ er for auch people, and especially one in the common Prayer Book. I shall si »o'i have the plea- 
sure of seeing you. Write me a long letter. Yours sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. no.] Same to same. Albaxv post maik, May U. 182—." I have abandoned all 
idea of seitlmg at Albany. The chancellor has been so much perplexed, harrasaed <if late tbat 
he this day permita his furniture to be sold at sheriff's aale and bought in.^ This will be my 
apolojp to you for thia short letter ♦ * * Seymour, it is supposed, is elected in the Wei 
tern District. Make me one of the Committee in the first ward [of N. Y.] for nominating. Tefi 
Hatch to attend to it," 

tHannoad telb at. io ptsa 116 of hit Snd Tolome. that under the lew of part^ the» and now pvavmilins. the 
6jj*rnor must carry into eifoct the wbhet of hU political friend. ; that •.. he i. a^lneie tool of 5e'teS»& Se 
lr.dKi,r" ni?T!i.?* Senate a. tit candidate, for office, whoetrer a caucus or county majority olSwciaS 
^?k^i?* ^^'" J* ••***"? '•PuWican ifovemment at defiance. "^ j «i Iwimcw™ 

kli i5.k ? r *"*"" *?.*PP"A"f • notl'y"P**''« '<»' •»«•» *»aok, and a» he was a 4iank aceot the DiMetM miaad 
ST'stlSb^nfcTrr"** ****'' pollUc. The amended eonrtitotion vacated aU offic«e-^JSe?BlSKrUS?!5 
fS^S»i^JZ''2fn'p »S:2?.*!?'^i7 ^'l* 2r?"~^' «-appointment. He wa. a moral San of hi^ 5j 
^J^'J^^TPi^ '•■^^ ^^''^ ^**" • nomination, and refund to let that petty offl«, be tllfi^ «« 
^th^cnZrn^^^^yiL ' J'^JSL"*'^ ''** '*•* f^^'^^ J"""^' ^^^' which tonik tack, dlnlSo^^ £ 
2Jthi*^!S^ff5Si^ "^ ^"^'•"^ "^ •^'« ™^'»*««y for the elevatiSi olnKTB^S 

; Caa thb allade to ChaaeeUor Kent? 



BAED TI1CB8 WITH YAK VQMMH — LIYUfOATON^S G08SIF. 18? 

pro. 111.] M. V. Bureo, to J«ne Hoyt^iUAJiT, Jvm 34» 18991 Iter Sic : I ?wh jmi 

would pay my old friend Mr. Carter,t what I owe bim, snd a$k fttv to discomtinM kifp^fter. It 
B unhecsssast to say tkat I am infiutnced in tkit otiely by a nepouUy to cmrUtil my oapomaet of 
that Heacripaoa which uo too hoayy. Your friend, AL V. BUR£N, 

VUho^er praised^Giibona the Butcher'^IIoyt — Van Burenr^Ojficee^Sioearingt £$<;.«- /oeoft 

Barker, 

[No. 112.] Edward Livingtton, Albany, to JeaK Hoyt, N. Y. 

Jane $, 16i£i. Early in the morning and quite warm at Albany, after abndry refrfihfng 
•howeia. My dear Hoyt :«•«•* Yuur friend Don Jaan, queer as it may aeem, reroinda 
me of Lord Coke, for he aaya that it ia not from many booka that a aoan deriveth knowledge, but 
frum the well understanding of a few. « • < Mr« Van Baren la here, hot Intends going to 
Schoharie this week with Judge Sekinner, to see Sutherland. How does Ulshoeiier come nn T 
I nocerely hope they will not be able to break him down,a8 J ibmk him the flowerof the flock, and 
indeed bis frankness and steadinesa must always commend him to the Befmhliein party as one of its 
bpit men. About your being cnzy, I do not feel slarmed, for you hsve already had the strength 
of your nerves tried, and they have not been found wanting. * * • How would you like Talcott 
for chief justice 1 Gibbons the butcher wants to be'msyor of Albany, and Southwick governor. 
Huzaa for univeiaal ftuflfrage ; when connected with universal knowledge and honcKty, you would 
perhaps add, to make it a little safe. How doea Judge W. W. Van Nesa cume on, and is WnL 
P' going to South America 1 Amen, so be it, says Jesse. » » « • 

Youia oiaeerely, ED. LIVINGSTON. 

[No 113.] The same to s^me. Albakt, July 18, 1823.— * • • • * We had a frolic, 4th 
of July, aboQt 19 milea below the city, Jodse Buel, J. Stevenson, Peter Gsnsevoort, &c. We 
had a tunle fennt at Cruttenden*s about eight or ten dnys nincp, when I rat between Mawaa 
Blepcker and Mat. Van Buren, and received from the latier sundry protestations, Slc. The For. 
tunes of Nigiil 1 shnll commence this evening, and hope they may be better than either yours or 
mine. • • You willhtive warm work this fall in New York. If y«>u c»in gft on the [Assembly] 
ticket you will (frankly) diaappoint me as much as yon have your Albany friends. They s^ked 
here, .' Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in a cause in Rhode Iflsnd, with Web* 
iter, &c V ' The atore keeper,* said 1. • The Store keeper !' said they—* weli, whara ihia world 
t coming to !' 

Albakt, July 24, 1832. — My Dear Jesse, * ♦ * ♦ The people here are such cursed miwn- 
ibiopea, in their dispositions thst I feel convinced you gave ihe city of Albany its true character, 
while I labored tmder an errtir. 

[No. 114] August 13, 1822, Albany. (Please ittmthis letter.) Dear Hoyt » » ♦ » since 
my last letter I have heard your wonderful perseverance and various other estimable qnahtiea 
extolled by your friend Butler. I would fain tell the rest, but will not make you vain. « » • 
Beware of a restless desire to know what isi^aid of yourself, for Sulom«>n saveth, *' Take heed to 
ill words that are spoken, lest thou hear thy servant curse thee.** » ♦ * Court was very full 
this morning, Judge Van Ness made some motions— Buel wants to be Senator from this district ; 
•o'does Dudley— Talcott, Sutherland, and Wood worth are currently spoken of as Judges of (he 
Supreme Conrt. All in doubt about Chancellor. How would you like Savage for Aiforiiey 
Geoeral and Duer for Comptroller ? * * » I have left off Swearing, Chewing, and Smoking, and 
iMoking. What a Devil o(b mixture! a « ♦ The old rule was to bring your mind to your 
■itaation— the greatest misery in the world is poverty coupled with magni^ccnt notions. Be 
landerate : begin wiih cider and ger up to wine — ^nof with wine and come down to cider. • ♦ « 
Wb.) woaid make the best Chattcellor — Harmanus Bleecker, Nathan Sanfurd, or 'acob Barker t 
They sav Barker la the only man who will be able to keep up with in the rapidity 

aid wildneaa cif his decisions — but thay soy that neither Van Buren nor Jacob will take it. 
No teilisg what would take place if Southwick should succeed ! ♦ ♦ ♦ Believe me, as ever, 

Your sincere friend, E. LIVINGSTON. 

£. LivingHon to /ease Hoft-^HoyVo appointment'-'ihe BUetkms. 

[No. 115.] Albany, November 1, 1822, 

I>ear Hoyt : ! have just received your letter stating that my dear friend, Mr, Cooper^ had 
^Kde a vacancy for you to fill vp. To thank him becomingly, would be my great joy. Now, 
in sober truth, what could be better than to have you and Gardiner both here 7 You have ex- 
oaadfd my expectati»na, for I did not think that you could get the nomination. Gardiner, I al- 
wsyt thought could come when he pleased to make the effort. The ticket is a good one, and 
one I hope that will be popular. Alae! ponr Jnniuo has too romantic a nan»e fur a legialatnr. 
He had better go too New Bngland and get christened afresh^ Our people here were all in hopes 
that yon would get the nomination, and I doubt not will be joyful on tho occasion. We ealcn- 

tNathaaiti R. Garter was editor of the N. Y. Blatetman, and one o' the ittnogxaphen who had reported Hr.Tai 
Ma's ipa ahsi in tbs ittis eeBveaOoa at Albany the fear befote. 



Ito HOYT A LEGISLATOR — SECRKTARY ^ATES — RUSSfiLL H. NEt^IWS. 

Sate to get in eur Senators, and to elect Jeace Bael, who ia alrrady apoken of aa Speaker, in can 
he should be elected ; but thia ia inter noa. In Ontario, General Swift and his ticket willprevafl. 
Orange oounty ia aaid to be in tnmble— Evana, it ia said, will be elected to Congreaa in his d»- 
triet, l>y the Glintoniana and leaders. In Ontario, Dndley Manrin, a aelf-nominated genrii^nian, 
together with Roae, a regular candidate', it is stated, will be elected to Congress. Sanfird is 
apoken of pretty currently, for Chief Justice, and Sutheriaird and Woodwonh as the aide Jasii- 
ticea. Do not give me as the author of any political speculations of this kind, or of any other 
kind. This is intended merely for your own information and amusement. Remember me to 
Gardiner, Ward, &c., and belieye me, Yours, aincerely, £. LIVINGSTON. 

P. &.— Lorenzo haa juat been here, and Ua eyes are aa big aa a tea saucer, and he appeara to 
be rather glad, or ao. I saw Bowne at the Reading Room, and he aays he is glad yoo are on 
the ticket—likea the ticket, &,c. He appeare to be well pleaaed to be out of the way, doring 
these troubleaome timea in New York. I aball be moat happy to send yon the Rules of the 
Huuae, aa Ukewiae the other Merobera after you ahall have been duly elected. " The HtmorMe 
Mr. J9eyf — it looka well, and hope it will sound weH. Amen. 

Secretanf /• V* N. Yatet^M CourteouM £pi$tU to a Member elect, 
(Na 116.] John Van Ness Yates, Albany, to Jease Hoyt, N. Y. 

Albany, November 8th, 1822* — Dear Sir : Permit me to congratulate you on your election to 
the Aasembiy. To find an Albanian after so dhort a residence in the metropolis of our sutc, 
rising into notice, and aecuring the confidence of hia republican brethren, is no smail proof 
of merit, and arguea that those who beetow and he that receives can equally penetrate into, 
and juatly appreciate the character of a friend. Republicanism haa triumphed in this connty. 
Federalism haa died in agoniea. Mr. R. Ten Broeck of this city, a good, clever, poor felloar, 
and a good active republican, wiahea to be a door Jteeper of the house, &c. 

I am, dear sir, aincerely yours, tJ. V. N. YATEJS. 

Van Buren not fond of the. third heavens in the M. H. 
[No. 117.] [To J. Hoyt,]— Nov. 14, 1822. Dear Sir—Why did I not see more of yon 
at New York 7 Judge Skinner, General M arcy and myaelf will come down with Samrday*9 
boat, and wish yon to engage rooms for ua at the Mechanics' Hall. If he can give us his little 
parlor for a aitting room and bed rooma, it will be well ; if not any other good rooms will do, so 
that they be not too high. I would rather atay on board a veasel than go into hia third heavens. 
If you cannot do better you may let General Marcy'a room be on hi^, and he can have tfaenss 
of my room to do his business in, Slc. In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

A well known Wall St. Broker's Instructions to a Representative of Tammany Hall, in 1823~ 
No small notes — Don^t tax the Banks — Danger from the U» S. J5.— /o% of Conneetieutr^-^ 
way Bank Capital is created in N. Y. — Our State Securities— those of Pa. — Keep cooL 
R. H. Nevina, Broker, Wall street, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, House of Assembly, Albany. 
[No. 118.] New York, January 23, 1823. Dear Hoyt : I did not mean to beaader- 

atood aa opposed to the paasage of Mr. Rathbone*s Bill, only ao fiir as it falls abort of what I 
think it ought to be. 1 think the circulation of all Bank Notes less than five doUtws, skmU he 
prohibited. In mentioning the objectiona to his BUI, it was rather to encourage a more extenaive 
prohibition, than to recommend none at all. Perhaps hia view of the matter is more coneettfaaa 
mine — and it might be attempting too much to go further at thia time. 

Aa to the alarming project of Taxation, it is one which I hope may be arrested. Whea I 
reflect upon the proud pre-eminence of our State ; the high cl^racter of ita public aecoritiefl, 
the solidity and respectability of the moat of our chartered Inatitutiona ; when I aee New York 
atand alone among her aister states, an Empire, as it were, surrounded by tribmtmry Prooiness, 
all looking up to her for examples of sound Wisdom, of magnanimoua policy ; confiding in the 
belief that, as hitherto ahe haa been the great repository of their wealth, so will she continoe to 
be. When I perceive such a fair fabric of political grandeur about to be overtlm)wn, or at least 
undermined, I cannot forbear repeating the sentiment ao often in every man*a mouth, ** Whom 
God,** &c. &c. 

Do the men at Albany conaider how far the efTecta of auch a meaaare may reach 7 It wiil not 
aimply touch the pockets of the rich. The inhabitant of the Log House will feel it too. Wlqr 

t Mr. Tatea was a ion of Chief Jnttioe VatM. a dittant relation of Joseph G. Yates, a lawyer, had been Recor- 
der of Albany, filM the office of SecreUry of State in 1833. and oanrosMd afairtst Toma and for his own mne- 
•oke, as the bucktail candidate for OoTernor, who succeeded in Nov. 1832, and had the distribution of the iieat 
olRees of sute, nnder the new constitution. In Feb. 1833, the bucktail lefislatuie re appointe<i JY. N. Y. is 
Seoretary, and Marsy aa Comptroller. Gen. Tallmadfe was Marcy's competitor ; but Van Buren, thongh at 
Washington, did his utmost to oppose Young and Crsnier's influence, which they vainly esenad fftr l^llmadge. 
Mr. Yates was n friend of Adams, and opposed to the Crawford, Van Buren party— and in Feb. 1090, Im sras le- 
mored by the legislature, 85 votes to 37, and A. C. Flagg, elected Secretarv of State; with Morcy again as oomp- 
trpllor, and Tolcott attorney-general. Yates is described by Uaflsmoad as rattier lax ki his morals. soelaUa, and 
or enaoging manners : he was mneh attached to Clinton, not too fond of TompUna, UM floutliwick, and «as diK 
Mked by Ambrose Spenoer for not supporting Madisoo in the early stages of thewar. 



A WALL ST. BBOKBR UNFOLDUfO THE NT^^'EQIES OF STOCK-JOBBING. 186 

kit that a Fsnner in tfas State of New York Oaa borrow on hie Land, ami thus pravent fre- 
quently hie own rain, when in some of uar neighboring States, such a thing is too vain ever to 
be attempted? What but oor Laws, together with the great flow of capital that cornea here to 
be fiiTVieted. When will the Canal LoaJu be taxed ? When the State baa no longer occaaion 
to borrow. Will the holders of oar Baiik and Inaorance Stocks have any conHdence in the ex- 
emption of the Canal Stock from taxation any k>nger than the State wants to borrow? Will 
not ifae argument be among Men of Property, that it ia better to place their property in Stock of 
the United Staiee, or in the United States Bank ? Are not the friends of the latter looking on 
nonr in high exultation at the proapect of their prediction coming about eooner than their own 
wMkee had expected it 7 " The United Statet Bank will cnuh all the State Banks** This has 
been for a long time the cry. Will our Legislature do all they can to help on such a result ? 
Will ihty not rather put a atop at onoe to the whole prcject, and by an overwhelming vote quiet 
apprphenaieaa which never ought to have been raised? Harm enough has been done already. 
The Statea of Connecticut and New Jersey have driven away Capital to a large amount by tax. 
in|( Bank Stock. Real Estate iua fallen in various parte of thesn States to half what it was ; and 
in eome inatancea the depreciation baa been two-thirds. What has left them has come to us. 
The next place it will go to if the tax passes, will be into United Statea Bank Stock, &c. 

1 understand it to be a very frequent remark of those in favor of taxing, that the personal pro- 
perty taxed in the city of New York, ia very amali to what it ought to be ; and in proof of it, the 
amount of Bank Capiml, &c., is cited. 

Suppose we have a new bank in the Bowery, with a million capital — or let it be five millions 
if you please. Will any tnan underuke to aay it would increaae the amount of personal property 
in the city? What would be necessary to make up auch a bank? Only a few thousand dol- 
lars of specie, and bank credits for the balance. 

Suppose, fur argument sake, a man is worth $10,000, and it consists of 100 United States 
Bank shnres. He would subscribe to a new Bank — he borrows $10,000 on his aiock — and aa 
likely as not may pot down for four times that sum in the new concern, for probably 95 per 
cent of the money may be all that ia called for, and hie notes for the balance. Or, if the 
whole [amount of stock at once] is to be paid in, it is only for him by a little management 
to borrow of the Bank, or of A. B. and C. by a pledge of bis stock. Behold then how our cap- 
itals are made up ? — $50,000 ! where there ia only in fact $10,000. Verily there ia more per- 
aonnl property taxed than exists. 

Contrast the eharacter of our State securities with any around ns, or in any part of the Union. 
Ia there one of the whole number that has the leaat credit in a foreign country ? There ia a 
Canal stock of the State of Pennsylvania, bearing an interest of 6 per cent, the payment of 
which {interett) is guaranteed for twenty years by the State, and it now aelia in Philadelphia at 
97 per cent. Oar Canal stock having twenty three yeaia to run will bring lld^ per cent : it 
may be said that the Pennsylvania does not giarantee the ultimate payment of the principal, 
there is force in the remark; but to make op for that there is every prospect that the Canal it- 
aelf will be very productive. Such a stock in our State I have not a doubt would be worth 107 
or 108 per cent. 

Write me again and often. I promise you I will not again trouble you with any long let. 
ters. Dont get out of patience when you see Men act like foola, remembering alwaya that it yb 
en every day matter, and would keep one always in a ferment. I make this remark becauae 
3 on speak of being tired of legielation. Keep cool and try to persuade our country friends 
€,f their error Yours in much friendship, tR. H. NEVINS. 

The SenUnel U be the New York Patriot-^. K. Gardner. 

[No. 119.1 W. Wiley, New Yorit, to Jesse Hoyt at Albany. 

New YoRK.'Janunry 26, 1823. Dear Sir : The bearer, Mr. Keichum, proceeds to Albany 

to-morrow mominp.and I have availed myself of the opportunity of tendering my thanka for 

your attention to the Sentinf.t.. A prospectus is iwued for the establishment of a daily newa- 

per under the title of the V New York Patriot,^* which wc expect to be able to issue within a 

tMr. Rowel H. Nerini wm one of the Vice PreridenU of the grent Anti-Texae-amieialioQ meeting, «t which Al- 
beit Gallatin 4>««ided in the Tabernacle, Broadway, New York. 

1 c^ol. Chiirlei K. Cairiner conducted the PaUruA, Mr. Henry Wbeaton aided in |[eltinjr it up. and Hammond 
ytVk w thet Mr. CaHieun rery probably exerted hiniMlf in ttartinf it. It took a decided stand n«rainst C'rnw- 
fitrri. Van Biiren. and bif Rcfenoy. Gardner had been aid to Genl. Brown during the war. and wai aAerwnrdt 
an Aisitant P. M. C^eneral. Thii offioe he afain filled under Barry and Kendnli, and it \* snid that he ii now pmt- 
mnfter iif We«hington. hi ptefistence to Kendall, by the expren de»ire of Mr. Polk. Mr. Cardner married a dnn{?h- 
ler of Oenenil John McLean, of N. Y., an effleer who fboght aide by aide with Georpe Clinton in the dava of the 
Revolution, end it eald to be frieulW to that exoelleot ediieational measure, aieop Po»U|»o. The New York Pn- 
ttfot took tiM lead In oppoeition to Van Baveo^a caaena noroioationy, and urged thnt the electora of Preafdent and 
Vice Pieaident ahoold not be eboaen by the membera of the Ijcpalature, but by the peof le. If the people arr for 
Mr Crawford, aajd the Patriot, let them hare the election, and the minority will cheerfully a^rree to their declared 
wiahea. Thia propoaal waa reaiated by Van Buien, FInitf . Wtifht. Botier, Hoyt, Marey and other pretended 
fHenda of freedom, but aaaented to by Ooremor Clinton and hi* anpportora. Wright, elected a aenator under a 
pledjre to aopport a bill ^vinf the people the choice of eleetois, wheeled into lino ondor Van Buno, and voted 
acttioat hia oledtM. 



IbO THfi ALBANY ARGUS A POLITICAL tiXCBlUt, UOitRb BY V. BlfaSIf «e CO. 

Bfaort period. The Smiinel will then, of ooiiiBe,be metgvd, andovnbacrilKnaenwd widi tb» 
daUy paper. * * • • • W. WU-EY. 

A Central Freu, under Van Burerie control, ementi^ to the mtecMtful working of ki§ Partg 
Maekinenf. — The Aibatrtf Arguo, 
[No. 120.] Senator Van Buren to his friend lease Ho^. Jan*y 3l, 18tt. 

\ty Dear Sir : I am overwhelmed with the account of poor Cantine'a death, i know Aat 
nothing from me can be neceaaary to secare your zealous attention to Mre. Canthie*8 intereait if 
anything can be done for her. I have written to Mr. Hoes to be at Albany ; yon will lind kia 
a most useful men. I have also written to Mr. Buel, which letter I want yon to see. Amoag 
you all you must do the bc-st you can. If anything can be done for Mfs. C. I htipe and be^ 
lieve norepub/tcaa will oppose it. MR. HOES AND MYSELF ARC Ri!:SPON3£BLB TO 
MR. BU£L FOR $1500 of the last payment. If nothing better can be done, no poroon ongkt 
at UoLst to be appointed who had not preitiouebf purchased the eotabliekment ; and uoder »• eirekm^ 
etancee ought anyone to be appointed who ie not a ooundt praetieMe, and, ABOVB ALL. 
DISCREET repuhlUan, WITHOUT A PAPER THUS EDITED AT ALBANY Wfi 
M Ay HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WiLLOWat With it, the PARTY raik oimme a 
thousand Much convulsions as those which now agitate and prohabfy aiann most of tkoso oromni 
you, Mnke my sincere thanks to Mr. Duer and Mr. Sutherland for their kind letfetSt-aod tell 
them I will write them soon. In hosie, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

Judge Betts-^Noah — Leahe^the State Printer—' Nolo Episeopan,* milk vtrisition M '* * w s9 vi ms 

are hmrnkle^ 
[No. 121.] Extracts of letters, Judge Michael UIshoefTer, to Jesse Hoyt, at AltMny. 

New York, Feb. .3, 1823. -l>ar Sir : * * * AH eyes are directed towards Albany, and 
yonr proceedings hnve been of such a character as to keep alive public interest and expectation. 
Let me know who ia to be put in [Judge] Betts's placet — who will be comptroller — and why ihe 
appnntmen's to be mode by the legislature are delayed — who is to be our circuit and first jiulge, 
&.C.7 I regret to learn by your letters, that in settling the salaries of the Judges, some feeling, 
growing out of the nominations, may be experienced. It was a surprise to me that Governor 
Yates nominated the Judgr^ before rheir salaries were fixed by law. It was not good policy. 
Wds the strong vote against Betts, evidence of the strength of the opposition to Aim, or to ibe 
Executive, or was it only evidence of Young and Tallmadge's strength ? Or how was it to be 
accounted fmr ? 

I presume that our city appointments arc to bo recommended by the members, at least I have 
been fnfurmed that such is the wish of the Governor. Will your friend Noah c<m.«ent to this '— ibc 
I f»ee by his piper that he rules at Albany, and that those who offend him are to receive no quarter. 
Pray infirm me whether he ia authorized to say, as he does in his paper, that all who are not 
his frinnds had belter stay at home or not offer their names at Albany this winter 7 What are 
)'ou doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it? Let me also know whether anv open 
orrnncert'd opposition is made, or making scrainst the Governor. I must again trouble yon 
rPAppriine a small appointment in this city. William A. Seely, Esq. whose business ia much in 
the collecting line, is anxious to be continued a notary, and desires to be rememberud to yoe. 
HenRtofiire, no consideration of politics has governed in these minor sppnintments, and for that 
re««on I have without hesitation written to you in behalf of several of the present incumVnfi 
What is to be done in this respect hereafter, you must determine. I feel some anxiety respect- 
ing H. Westervelt, who wishes to he a notary, who has always been a rspuhUcan and has a 
large family. Do not forget him. You see I have given you room to write me a long letter at 
yonr leisure. Youia truly, M. ULSHOKFFiiR. 

t On ths 99th of Auffast, in 1A80, .Tease Bnel transferred his interact in the Albany Atgmtn Cantine k. T^enke. af- 
ter belnff sii tMr« state printer. The Columbian of Mnmh 3d. 1821. stntes thnt Mewrs. RosfoH of .^^Ibany oflerid 
to do the puhiir pr'ntine for one third 1e#s thnn the Lejrivlature af>erwnrds aereod to piiT Cantine and L#nhe. and 
Mr. John C ^fsatm waji hir lctttn<t them have it; but tnahoefler had previously drilled the pnrtv. and gTOOO of ad- 
ditional profit that «vent into the |>orkets of C. and L. fn February 1831. snys'tbe Northern Whip, ** Mhitin Van 
Bunsn \ytir\r\t procnrtd kimxelf to be mads Senator of the VniUd Stairs by the Ugislative cAtJci's— f /^ tka m^sr^ 
itg w0ra ofoinst Arm)— then directed the f illnwinz appointments to lie made, vis : J. I. Van Alen. the hnlf brother 
of Martin, Sarroeate, and to be the iitsistant judge of the common pleaa; Martin's hn4ker, Abrahaai Van Rofea, 
to be Clerk : a Mr. Wilcnxnn. who is the pnrtner of Van Alen. who it the brother of Martin, to be Obtrict Attar- 
nev : Cornel ns Hoeeho >m, who in the br >ther-in-law of \bmhnm. wlio is the brother of Martin, b an aftibvit 
eomniiscioner ; Rnrn?t floes, who is the br ither-in-law of Martin. Depatv HherifFfor Kinderhook : and all tbese M 
the County ofColamhia. Then near bv in Albany, Moses [. Cantine the broth<*r-in-l»w, also, of Martin, is ftaia 
Printer ; and Benjamin F. Butler, the partner-in -/aw of Martin, is Diatrint Attorney.*' *• When Buel mM Use Aipts.** 
savs Hamnond, **the contract wns probably, in reality, madu with the leader*' of the demociatio piutr.'* Hov 
true this is the above letter will show. 

X Samnel R. Hetts. now U. S. D. C. Jnd?*;. New York, vtas nominated by Governor Tates, In January, IP'21 at 
a supreme court judge, under the new cooiititutinn, and rejected by the Senate, while Sutherland, nominated u iUi 
him, was confirmed. Betts was next nominated by Yates a^ a cirouit judge, and the same Senate assented. 



iMBttiCAN MEHCHAN'M DENOtmCKD AS A BAND OF MALIGNANT TRAITORS. lOl 

[Hfo, ]S9.]^Nkw York, Feb. 18> 1623.— -With respect to the ComptroIlerBhip, I can ixAy 
wf that it waa not desired by me, and that I had bo written before I received your kind letter. 
I hare no guch views* I assure you. Even that hi^Iy respectable situation would not tempt 
me to leave here and reside at Albany : Nor do I denre to be made first fudge in any event. 
Mtf views are mire humble, and I have no intention at present to become a candidate for any 
office bcyoqd that of a Notary Public. Accept, however, iny grateful thanks for your friendly 
intentions, and if I have an opportunity, I will reciprocate. Do not make a State Printer, who 
will transfer the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout the Sta<e. Dulness would be 
preierabie to indiacretiDn. Do look to this. I regret that the appearance of things ia unpropi- 
tious at Albany. But is it necessary to oppose Governor Yates? Will not things go on 
smoothly in future ? If the members of Assembly have reeommendsd the county Judges, bow 
comes it that the Grovemor nominated Sarstow, &c. 7 Has not the Governor complied with 
tfcft members' wishes in this respect? But I must conclude with my queries, in the confident 
eipeetation of another interesting letter from you whenever you are at leisure, or in a humor to 
write to your ob. st. and friend, » M. ULSHOEFFBR, 

Tke y. Y. delegation pufed^Hoy^s Oratory — Public Opinion tohimsieal-^The Merchants of 
New York deceptive, traitors in war, and not to be trusted in peace — General Broum — Hek> 
Drake to a place. 
[Ko. 133.1 James Campbell. Snrrogate, New York, to Jeioe Hcyt, Assembly Cl^imber, Albany. 
Nsw Yotx, Feb. 15, 1823.-^Dear Sir: * * * * You wish to know in what cstimatiua 
the New York delegation are held by their oonstituents; As fir as I can ascertain public opin^ 
ion, fou stand well ; indeed I beliooe I hazard nsihiog in asserting that we have had no Beprsm 
untation from this City for several years past that has given half the satisfaction. Recollect, 
however, that you have not as yet mure than half finished your labors ; thai public opinion is a 
^ery imeertain and preearious thing — more easily lost thnn acquired : and altho' things look fair 
at piesent, 1 wi*uld not ha at all surprised if, at the end *»( the Sessiotis, some of you should find 
yourselvf^s as unpopular as certain of your preder^-ssors. From the debatt^ which are published, 
I am glad to find that yon frequently address ihe House ; and, without drsignine to flitter you, 
it aflibrda me pleasure to observe that your exhibiiions as a sp«*aker« do you no discredit. 1 was 
amch amused with thai debate, where you had the courage to enter rhe lists, Hnd to break a lance 
with the great Demagorgon of our Stare. His attack on the merchanvs was unnecef-sary and 
niureas'innble ; at the same time, you mu^r pardon me for lellini? you that, in my • pinion, your 
defence of them displnyii more of the spirit of chivalry thnn sound judtfment. Of the conduct of 
this class of men in the Revolniionury war, I cnn 8<>y nothing, but during the laie wsr, I feel nd 
Miation in ssiyinf that the n-ition is very little indebted to their parrioti-m. The merchants, 
by which denomination I mean the shippers and importer?, ss a body, opposed the war, and by 
their ?reai weight and influence, they were hut too successful in emhsrassing the operations of 
the Government. Their conduct in this memorable contest, was the more culpable and flagi- 
tious, because it was in a great degree owing to their clamors, and chiefly to protect their in. 
terei>ts^ that the Government waa induced to take the firm stand which resulted in hosiiliiiea It 
was s h ily, a sacred war, declared and waged to protect Free Trade and Sailors* Ri^hta, and 
should have enkindled into a blaze every Intent feeling of Patrioti$>ni. At the commencement 
of the wor, these votaries of the Counting Desks it is true, made some profesfions of public spirit 
whilst the Government held over their heads their forfeited bonds; but when their remis8ii»n waa 
procured, they then dropped the mask, and bow violently, maliiinnntly, 1 may odd traitorouf^ly 
they siiheequently acted, is too strongly impressed on our recollections to be easily or Fpeedily 
obliterated. You say that General Brown was a merchant Do you then consider a vilhige 
st(>^•keeper a merchant? If I remember right, this same gentleman was once a school -master. 
According therefore to this mode of reasoning, we may yet expect to see the gentlemen of the 
birch and ferule also asserting ^Aeirpretentionn to Patrioiiam. becau.«e this same persim wns formerly 
a member of their humble but useful fraiemiry. The merchants, as a body, posKasing great 
wealth and intelligence, must necesssriiy exercise a great deal of influence in every community ; 
nor have they ever been known to be wanting in availing themselves of the advantages of this 
influence, or of being backward in urging their claims to superior consideration. It is a dan- 
gerous thing, in my opinion, to flatter a set of men already too inflated, and always disposed to 
be Uio arrogant ; and altho* they are entitled to their share of weight in our National Councils, I 
should regard U as a most unfortunate event to see the destinies of our happy country committed 
to the guidance or control of mercantile power and policy. 
• 

* Miclvael TJIthoefler is « onnninfr politician, and ploved the d«ma^fne in the lefri»]ottire Ion; eaonsh toMCtin a 
jQd^»bip. the reword of pnrty servicea. When De WiU Clinton had eoncltwiad his annual apeech at tha Ofwninit 
of the lefifllalive aesaion, Ulkhoaffer obtained a committee of inquiry, and reported, in aubatonee, that lor a Gover- 
aoT to v^ienk to the lei^islature what he haa to say to them, instead of wrhinf it on paper and lendinr it as a neo- 
Me, and for them to reply to »uch a ipeeeh no mutter how ditcieet it roav be, '' is s lemaaAl of rogriity," *' and otigM 
to be abolblied.'* T^ndottbtedly a speech is the most respectful mode of the two. 



1C2 V. BTJREN WITHHOLDS THE STATE PRINTING FB03I NOAH — ^JiCOB EASKElt. 

Thi§ tedious digre*«w)n about your ipecch has swelled this beyond the ordiDary iimttomcm^ 
a letter • an efft^ct which 1 did not foresee, or I should have taken care to have avoided it. Wh« 
matters 'ihai I intended to communicate, must be deferred to a failure occasion. 1 would thai* 
you to exert yourself for my friend Mr. Drake, who is an applicant fur the office of Masier m 
Chancery. Drake is quite a fine fellow, and I should be much gratified to hear of his obtaimnf 
this situation. lie kas not been a Clintonian for some year*, and when he was one, he was a 
fair and moderate opponent. Give my respects to your coUeagues, Mr. R»thbone and Mr. Vcr- 
planck. Your ipend, t J AMES CAMPBELL. 

Noah after the Printing^BaeVt fortune—Peddling State Patronage—hting true to XTeaek 

other. 
[No, 124.] M. M. Noah to Jesse Hoyi. Albany. New York, 23d Feb. 1823. 

Dear iloyi :»»«** Mr. Phillips will hand you this, and explain fully the ofcgcct of 
his visit. With respect to the State Priaiimg, I cannot but consider myself as unhandsomsiy 
treated by those from whom I had a right to expect a different course; and am positive thai on 
the deaih of Mr. Caniine there was but one voice in my favor. If management and intrigue 
could have been so successfully exerted as to wean away my friends ox impair my claimSi tbea 
there is nothing to expect from the justice of the Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. Buel 
in wishing ip be secured in the paymenis due him, but considering the difficulty we labored utt. 
der in bringing the Argus in the republican from the Clintonian ranks— considering also the 
fortme which Mr, Buel has made out of it— I ihink that opposition does not come with a gpcA 
grace from him, and that any further surviellance over the State Printing should cease. • » « * 
I am not bo certain that I can be defeated— but if so, I am willing to hazard a defeat, reservii^ 
to myself the right of spreading the foots before the world, and exfitbit the system ofpeddUng 
away the patronage of the State, • » • • Mr. Phillips, goes up to get a section, authori- 
zing legal notices to be published in the advocate . , . IT is kecessary^ f N RELATION TO 
THE "PRESIDENTIAL QUESTION. , , , He has full powers from me t o eider mi« 
any arrangement, or come to any understanding, which may tend to keep things harmoniously 
and comfortably afloat, and prevent schism and division in our ranks— this can only be done by 
acting justly and fairly towards ^OTeach other. m^^ * « 

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

Jacob Barker's prospects^he likes * the fun* of War in Europe, and deoirts to see Young I^ 

crowned. 
[No. 125.] Jacob Barker, «t New York, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany.— New Yorf, l2ih 
March. 1823. My Dear Sir: I have this moment committed to the flames, a sheet • • • « • 
As soon as steam takes the place of ice, I perceive we are to have the pleasure of seeing you— t 
hope it will be soon, for many reeaone, and particularly because Cnpt. Barker would be glad t» 
see you before he goes south. He has deserved with the John Wells — she goes into Byrnes and 
Tremble's Liverpool line, and Barker goes to Mobile to try his hand ogain at Merchandizing;, 
^ having declined to command a line ship. He left for Boston this day — returns in ten dnys, when 
'he will be one of the firm of Barker & Co. Halleck is in great spirits. • » » » I have 
no news to tell you — am poor, out of business, with bad prospects, yet cannot but smile at the 
frea<3 of fortune — money very scarce, stocks falling. I have sold my bale [or coal} — lost |t352 bf 
it— eo we go. I thank my friend Davis for this favor — I hope the like will be scarce. *rhe Ex- 
change labors not likely to succeed. What think you of the application for the Tradesmen's 
Bank? 1 feel an interest in its fayor on account of Mr. Worth— yet I cannot believe it will 
pass. Mr. Ross sent his ship Mary to Norfolk, where she loaded and sailed from Jamaica — from 
thence she goes to Mobile — ^from thence to Liverpool. She will probably make him a great voy- 
age, while I, a poor deval, am not making anything. But, nevertheless, very glad of it. The 

t Mr. Campbell tlislikes the merclmots ; Hoyt, when in office, was unwearied In hi« effbrti to harrass and anney 
th«m ; Butler aod Van Buren were bia menton in that courfe ; Birehard, from the Treasury, advises the mnrslnl 
to dicfrnnchise them on juries : and the following is an extract of a letter from Jacob Barker to W. 1,. Mackeaiae» 
dated New Orleans. Oct. $1, 1813 : 

•• U 11 true that Mr Van Buren [and Samuel Young] did lunport Rufui Kin* for a scat in the United Sum 
Senate, at a time when the republican party was distracted with dissensions, and when the Kings, the Hamiltons, 
the Diiers, the Veriilancks and the Bunners had seceded from the Federal party, professing grent fuitk in the Re- 
nablican party, ana. like most new converts, were among the foremost in support of tlie most ultra nieasures. BU . 
Van Buren considered tin alliance with these men the best way to lecure the supremacy of the pdrtv, and vitk 
that view gave Ut My. King his fullest support, and he was appointed. T differed wi^h him 'on the subject, and <>d- 
deavored to dissuade him from his course. I did not think It Jest towards the members of our own party to seleet 
one of the Field Marshals of the enemy on whom to confer the most honorable and elevated places within thefnft 
of the partjf. [ considered Mr. King an able, polite, gentlemnnlv man, fully worthy or the Presidency of the Uni- 
ted dtatics rf* his own rarty were In the majority, but 1 had heard htm, in a apeech to the merchants at the Tontine 
OoiTee House, while the bteeding OArpM of Penree waa lying on the deck of the Mail Boat, where he had hoen mur- 
denMt by a cannon ball firom a British ship of vrar. I believe the Leander off Barnegat, declare tlhit the hands of 
MRmoR were dved in the blood of his countryman, that unfortunate Penree, for tlie reason that he had not resisted 
the Rerlia and Milan Deoieee, and tfaeieby eaved Britain the necessity she waa under of sending a fleet to o«r 



fktn DftltL — CANDIDATES — tAW TftjtJMPtiS OVER ItJSTICB. 198 

afttm of Evope are aomewhtt agitated — I FEAR the fun Vfill be of very tkort duration. Yet 
if John Bull eapports Spain immediately and with ail Her might, there may be fine /un— or if thb 
Ftenefa army are worth a copper, they will, when organised, proclatne yonng Nap empero r ap 
point a regency— and, with the«id of Spain and Portugal, aostain the aame. Austria would oo. 
operate, and Rnnia would not meddle, but turn her attention towards Tuikey. TAeas thing9, 
Aeweoer, ore to 6e isisAetf rather than expected. Yours, sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 

Ckric iSesws i y- J ameet pratfe Ferwently far the Farty-^U the Preeideniial CandidaUe demth 
et wte Omr oldfae a J mmee Uhee Admrne waret, Crawford heet^ Clay nest—Jachton ie not eves 



[No. 126.] James Campbell, Surrogate, N. Y. to J. Hoyt, Albany. 

N«w YoK¥, March, 1823.— I>Bar Sir • • » • Our corporation, you haye perceived, 
have commenced their operations in good earnest. The salaries of some of the olfices in iheir 
gift were onquestionably too high. The offices of District Attorney and Clerk of the Sessions, 
for instance, would well admit of considemble reductions and still remain good offices. In 
their ardent seal ibr retrenchment, I cannot but think that they haye gone too far in cutting down 
tile eompensation of the latter officer to the paltry sum of (1350 ! The allowance, in my opinion, 
ought to have been at kast $9000. To be frank with yov, I think our Corpomtion are at pre. 
■ent undertaking to do a great deal too much ; and if they are not restrained in their career they wiH 
aseoredly destroy the preponderance of the Republican Party in this city. Courts, Police, Jus. 
tices, Collecton of Taxes, and I know not how many other things, are to be changed ; and what 
is most singular, in all this busmess, spveral of these alterations instea<f of being agreeable to the 
People, are very obnoxious. For my part, I confess that I am weary of these incessant changes, 
and that I long to aee something like permanence once more established in our city and state. 
As I do not wish to incur the hostility of the Corporation, you wuet eormider thie ae cenfi. 
denHal. I fervently pray, but I scarcely dare hope, that recent occarrences at Albany may not 
give lise to new diviaioas in our Party. The influence of this great State has already suffered 
nnch in consequence of our disKUsions, and I am afraid that it is doomed to experience a further 
dfaninatioa from the same cause. Oo the eve of tlie Presidential election, it is of the last im- 
portanoe that the Republicans of this state remain united, tiiat ahe may assume that station in 
the Union to wluch she is justly entitled from her superior population and resources. Indeed the 
ascendency of genuine republican principles throughout the Union, will in a great degree de« 
pend <m tiie ooane liiat shall be pursued by tins slate in the approaching election for President. 
Tme it is, there appears to be no direct or open opposition in this contest to the Republican 
Party, all the candBdatso profesiittg themselves to be pure republicans; but if we examine the 
natter cooUy, it will be foond notwithstanding these appearances, that the stability of the Repub. 
Hcan Party was never more seriously threatened or endangered than at present. Our old foes 
are still aimyed against us ; die mode of waifare is only changed ; and they now hope to efieot 
by insidioos wiles and stratagems what they never could achieve by open force. If the Repub- 
hcan ParQT should ever be gtdlty of such an act of demeotation as to support John Q.. Adams fi>r 
President, farewell in that event to Republicanism : I expect to see the doctrines of high-toned 
federalism again in operation. Of the different candidates for this exalted office, I prefer Mr. 
Crawford. I believe that he possesses distinguished talents, and that he is a gentleman of great 
private and political parity of character. What recommends him not a little with me, and it 
ought with eveiy true republican, is to find that he is so vehemently oppoeed by the old inveto. 
rate federalists, and the newly conaerted repukUeane, If, however, the Party should not be 
disposed to support Mr. Crawford, why then take up Mr. Clay, or some other person, but let the 
watchword be <* any Republican against Mr. Adams." Let me know your sentiments on this 
ssfcject. I hope we don't difler on this cardinal point ; and do not fail to avail yourself of every 
opportanity to diffuse correct notions on this subject, among our republican brethren of the country. 

JAMES CAMPBELL. 



L. HoyfefeeUnge in favor of a triumph of law ovtt good conscience — To let the People elect their 
Treeidente would be republican if good for our eide — A bed candidate for the Clerkship — 
Hoyt ready to take office under him. 

[No. 127.] Counsellor Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, to Counsellor Jesse Hoyt, at New York.' 
ALBMnr, DecV. 24, 1893.— Dear Brother :»♦»»» McDonald's cause is decided 
in his fevor, and for which I think he msy thfnk Chief Justice Savage. Sutherland and Wood, 
worth, together with 11 Senators, were dead against him, and Sn vage and 1 6 Senators for him. I 
CONSIDER IT A TRIUMPH OF THE LAW OVER EQUITY \'-D GOOD CONSCIENCE. 
I must ssy I had but very slight hopee before the argument ; but after the cause was argued, 
and the facts so ably and correctly hid open to the Senate, I thought McDonald's prospects 
brightened. Messrs. Van Vechten and Henry, who argued the cause on the other side, were 
sadly disappointed at the veault. From the eireumetaneee t^ Mr. BuHer^e being engaged ae 
Cowwelf my feelinge were much entieted in McDonald^ 9 faoor, and { foh very mneh interested 



194 A VAN BURSN STRlTGGLfi TO K£EP rOW£R VRfiH THE PKOPLC. 

In the malt. * • * • * A meeting has been called, and ia now, tUs moment, in M 
^paratioD, in relation to the Preaideatial Klectora. It was aiarted by two notoriooa politioai mm 
gadoea, to mt, W. Ealeeck and Jacob Lansing— men who, de«paiiing of beoomug great by any 
oiher nwans than through the medium of ouch meetings, and who have become miaantbnpes 
becaosa the world and its people will not acknowledge their superiority and greameas. To nsne 
a few of diose who composed the meeting will supenede the necessity of any further comment ss 
to its political cast — P. T. Parker, E. Baldwin, William Janes, J. Alexander, the Town«ndB,P. 
dtnsevoort, the CasBidys, 6. Hawley, Spencer, Btofiwd, iLc, I trust that Republicans and ihs 
People in general will know from whom this popular measure, oj giving the choice of Bieelmo U 
the FeopUy emanates. The meaeure iteelf I mu&t any, as / oZwiiyt have eaid, i$ a RepakUcn 
•fM^-iiU the oource from which it eprtnge toiU render it unpopular with ID* Republicans, 

Mr. LiTingston*8 election to the clerkship of the Assembly 1 consider beyond doubt. His 
most prominent opponent is a man who is deservedly unpopular with the Republican as well si 
Federal party. He has long since forfeited the confidence of every body. A man devoid of 
every principle of honor, who is willing to sacrifiee his character, and everr thing else that a 
man ought to esteem, to the shrine of avabics, I think will not obtain the support of a JSUpok 
Itesn legialature. If, by any caoue osttssiit, Livingston should lose his election, I shall endaassr 
to obtain a situation under his successor ; bat I think L. is petiectly safe, as also myscl£ 

■ •LOR.HOYT 

JRnone't AntUacJiMOH Report by Butler — the New York Members dieUked-^ardiner attach 

Flagg — Trouble brewing. 
[No. 128.] Lorenxo Hoyt, to Jesee Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, January llfh, 1824, Sunday. Dear Brother : I semi you by this mail the REPORT 
of Mr. Bowiie ON THE TENNESSEE RESOLUTIONS. The report is a volominoua, aad, 
I think, knowing from whose pen it came, is an able one, although 1 have not yet had tine to 
give it a perusal. 

Mr. BUTLER wrote the report ; and I leave it for you to judge of its merits and the csr- 
veetness of its principles ; but I presume, from the ciienmstance of your political viewa coiaoi- 
ding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, rhat the principles contained in the report are each as wfll 
meet your spprobatioiL 

The Senate went into coromictee of the whole on the report, but rose and reported withoat 
taking any decisive step in relation thereto ; it is supposed it will be almost noanimously ap- 
proval of by the Senate«-but 1 think there will be trouble whan it comes to the Assembly, but 
will undoubtedly receive the sanction of a large majority of the members. Nothing of impor- 
tance has been done in the Assembly this three or four days past, except the appointment of the 
standiiSg committees, which you will see published in the Albany pepers. I think they were 
very judiciously selected and arranged, although some of the opposition gentlemen are half in- 
dined to take umbrage at the selections made by the Speaker : peihaps they think his honor the 
tfpeaker did not pay sufficient respect to their legislative experience. I apprehend friend Oar- 
diner is a little disappointed because he was not made chairman of aome committee, but I 
think he will nv^t with many more serious disappointments before the clos^ of the session. If pos- 
sible, there is more deep rooted prejudice, existing against a part of the delegation sent from yonr 
city this winter, among the country gentlemen, than there existed against the last winter dele- 
gation. / think it wUl be impoeeibU for one of the Oppooitien New York membero to aueeeed in. 
any project let it be ever so reaeonable and juet. There appean to be a sort of suspicion attached 
to everything thpy have any connection with ; and unless they can do something to convince the 
country membera of the ui^ostness and absurdity of such a state of feeling towards them, yon msy 
rely upon it your city will not be much benefited by sendmg the delegation they have sent. 

Mr. Gardiner, the other day, while the resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electore was un- 
der discussion, made an abusive and unjustifiable attack upon the editora of the Argue and Ai- 

* Who ii Loreoxo Hoyt 7 I will t«II you. Wben, in 1838, Mr. Van Buren rewarded Jes«e Hojt*t peculiar ler- 
▼ioet with the Colloctonhtp of the Revenue at New York, he rei^uired hea^y security, more e«pecially on aeoovat 
nf Swartwoat'a embenleraent. In March, 18:^ JeMe ^ve hu brother. LoreuEO ; hit brother iD4aw, Robert 
MeJiimey. the Wall Street Broker; L, M. Thonton, Thomas J. Oakley (the Jud«e.} and Bam'J Joaea (the es- 



ehanoellorl) Wm. M Price certified that the leenritiee were responsible for $150,000, the amount of their bond. 
There was a second, and a thiid bond. Bond the third is for 9100,000. (Why not have made it far an anonnt 
equal to the aura of the British NsUonal debt 1) The same persons, with Thaddeos Pbdjie of Park Place. N. Y., 



were af«te the suwtiee— and oo the lOih Dec'r. 1830. Reigamtn F. Butler, as U. S. Distnct Attorney, certified on 
liM boa4 that the sureties were aroidy suflleient for the #900,000. Beniuniin had certified twenty years before to the 
people of this State, that the Washmgton and Warren Bank could and would pay. He knew It. But it didnl aod 
woaldfi*»— and so we may say of Lomxo Ho^ Lewis M. Thunton. llmd. Phelpo, Ibo. ; Jesse was foand to bare en- 
baaxled #890,000— the Jury gave their Terdict—the marshal was ready to seiseH-James K. Poik oould find no 
district attorney that wuold suit him so well as Butler afain— and to this boor in lS4tt| not an eflTort is made, or 
meant to be, to recorer a dollar of the monies embezxied, either from Lorenxo, Oakley, Thurston. Jones. Jesse, or 
any oae else ! ! This is Van Burea denoeraey aa I Bnd it eatkroned is the eapitol of tha New World ! ! t Tliana»a 
(Mfce M'Jimaey) is Hoyt's brother-in-law. of whom he wrote to Scoit. Woodbury in Mar. 1839. that he had m- 
nlo^ him as a eustom-housn clerk, at $1000 salary. In Dec Woodbury receires this clerk as JeHe*s surety for 
t8db|000 on Butler's recommendatbn ! ! 
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» nd bf wUoh ki 1m« iMUfred dM indigMtkm and disarast of every aeMibte mui widdn 
Ut healing. He aocuecd tAe Afigm9 of poUdcal inconsistency, in firat advocating an altem- 
liMi of ih« eleateoii law« and then in a iew weeks after reprobating the measoie aa unwiae and 
JAii-mpaUkan. 

Tha.s po e sh , if it had been an exfenpore one, would have appeared moeh better than it did, 
bat'it'Waa ptrfcoUy apparent to my own, and the mind of almost every other person who heard 
him, that it was a written and committed speech, and CONSEQUENTLY wot perfectly diS' 
gnaiiffr* The opinion tkat Fatwajra heretofore entertained, that Gardiner was a man of veiy 
tailad taieota, is now trreoseoAIr toti/hmed. 

Am te Mr. Wiieaton,t I am not aoflieiendy aeqnainted with him to jadge of his abilltfes, hot 
if I can form an opinion firom what little I have seen, I shonld soy he is nothing above mediocrity ; 
hat I Ikink I have aeen snfieient lo warmnt the assertion, that this winter's New Yoric delega- 



tho, ia in every respect inferior Co the delegation that New York was represented by last wip- 
tsr. 1 mast confess I waa not a Kttle astoniahed, when / see who the New York membera 
waM« I prasnme they are man of tolerable good sense, with the exception of Crolios and 
one or two others, bat ss for their abilities they are, in my opinion, contracted. Let then 
be as they may, I think they will wish themaalvaa back to New York again, before the cloae of 
the itsaion ; fiv the Opposition are agoing, to eaperienoe i»t a little mortifieatioa chia winiar. I 
can see already that much trouble ia brewing ; and that the Oppoaition must prepare th e aws l vea 
fer the reaistance of a hot cannonading. * « * Youta aflectiobately, LORENZO HOYT. 

Oneaipen endonet N9ah — Don't abuse Adanu until you have used his friends to his itdury^-the 

wisdom of the Serpent^^dojft name Crawford, for we can pack the Caucus--^The EUeioral 

Law^Wheaton, 
[No. 139] Edwin Croawcll, Slate Printer, to Jeaw Hoyt, New York. 

Albaxt, January 31, 1834. — My Dear Sir : The coarse which the Advocate has taken sinee 
the retum of Major Noah, as well as daring his abeence, has received the entire approbation of 
mrrspmUieim friends here. There is one point of policy, however, which it may be we!], per- 
iMpo, to vary. There are several re|ni6/icfln friends of Mr. Adams in the legislatare, who hava 
faoa bmadiy with oa so fer on every qoestion. /( is quite important, THEREFORE, that nof &- 
tag partiadarly harsh respecting Mr. A. [Adams] or his friends^ should he puUished, AT 
LSA8T DURING THE PENDENCY OF THE ELECTORAL BILL, unless a plain dis- 
tinction is made between his federal friends in your city, and his republican friends in the country* 

Aa an extreme jealousy prevails among the friends of all the candidates opposed to Mr. Craw- 
fevd, and og the Oppuaition make every nse of even the moot innocent suggestion to warp tha 
fealinga of oar friends, it is also important that his [Mr. Crawford's] name, and eepeeially his 
pmspeets of obtaining the Caucus nomination, should be kept out of view.t Oar points. If they 

t Hanry Whealon wqb theo nt tb« bead of the People's Portv in the Anembly. in opfneitioa to Van Boies asd 
the leiceney. Next year he foincd Van Buren*» foUuwen in the unjust and unxnueful act of lemoving Governor 
CttaSoa from tlN Canal board, and h now the fenieientntive of the U. 8. at Berlin. In 1813 be wo* editor of the 
Vatioaal Advoeate, aAerwaids Repotter to the U. 8. Sapreme Cooit, and n by pr«4bBtlea a taiwyer. 

t la lb«ia dayt, the Argot deettied, that ** the fact to clear, that Mtoti^r Jneki>on has not a tingle Aeljn|t fa eosi- 
mtm with the Repablican party, and mahei the BMiit of dniriag the total ewinetion of it.'* llie Nadinlle Ba»- 
aer, «o the other hand, copied the foUowiog hit at Vao Buieu't Crawford Caueos from a Calhoan paper fTlw tU^ 
palUlcaOtJ in Wathingtoa. 

Wood yoQ with Iho Eadt to>aight— ISs the tide of fhetion llowfaiy* 

Sixtv-five pitrchance ibeyMl master^ Tie the nooo of neatea't raigi 

Tbore will be none of mind or might, Uofd, of Maryland, is gnin«r— 

But some three score in a fluster. DicSBaeoN, and Holmes of Maioa : 

flanwal Ckeudttr wilt be thera— Western TUtiuu looking grimly^ 

Tou^b a» steel and bold as Heelor- Frotn New Tork, a k^gvrdftWt 

$aM§stn with VtrginiQ aif^- Led by fM Ciarke, wetng dimly, 

Y A N the JSlU»if DitttHmr, Speetaelet and rapor through. 



FoaeTTB. with his foreijrn g r a ces 



Wend joo with the tiUt tonight, 



''?S^*«»~»«'^3;*^?«'.^ ._ IfTou-ieaprUlyte*^' '^ 

Aallow UaTes. with foime to mooC oa, Where the demo, cf diialf ^^^ 
Buaahng. eae by qm, to Caaeet. ^.i^n^ the tvrent ofthe hour. 

Weed yoa wftb the Kads to-night. And everr dark intriguer there. 
■ Tali and shoTt«-flhri weak and whty— Jostles in the mce f«ir power. 

Many an eye that hates the lie lit. Laborers, suited fur the job. 

And lOTOs cnnfnslon-^morrs the pity. Wilt be there at cIcmc of day ; 

Wend yon wtih the Rnds to night— SmtUt, Fluyd, and fb^tc aad OJj i 

Cnneot in hto cnnrt |irrsides~ IxMrnan, ready ibr his par— 

fromlees and pow#r inTite— Both the Barb^urs. men mistakes I 

Traitart poinL ^l^ditd faett^n gutJet* ^"9<^ *h"'^ scarceW save his 

Wend you with the nads to-nicbt— Gallant GscAefromTennessai 

A motley crew, and bad the l>9st— Some in gloom and some in | 

Winging firom tlie Houth their flight. Shallow knaves, with Ibras to meek oib 

Wfth tW9 poor flUagflen ftom the Wsst. Straggling, one by one, to Commm** 



Id6 LIVINGSTON, CftOSWELL k V. BUBBN TttLllNO WSAt flnttAAXn Witt M. 

are gained at all, may be more certainly aecared in this way» than by giving even our h 
victiow and hopes of the ultimate sooeesof CrawfiBid* if Iqr H ws gm mm mj t» the 
tihie cant which t^e memn promulgate so liberally against him. 

It ia difficult to conjecture what will be the resiilt of the Taiioos ptopaaitii— whieh i 
before the House on the subject of the [Electoral] Law. A considerable divenity ef 
piendlB as to a su^'onty or a pluriUiiif ; but 1 have stxong hopes thai nvr ramUiemi fimnds will 
,nnite upon the former, and defeat the scheme of Tallmadge & Co^ to give the eleeieral vons ler 
.Mr. Clinton. 

This afternoon, in committee of the whole, Mr. Wateimatt [sf Broone Co.,] expldned the fn- 
tures of his bill, and the prominent arguments in favor of a nujority, in a elose and oemiMiBg 
iqieech. The committee rose after having passed the first section of Mr. Weteiman's bill, with 
an amendment providing for the election of 36 instead of 34 electors by the people. 

Perhaps there was never a more subtle scheme ibr the prostration of the dsnecrotte petty 
than is hidden under tliis plurality plan of tMr. Wbeaton, and it will require the whole vigi- 
lance and prudence of our republican friends, to meet, ezpoee, and reeiet the designejof the fic- 
tion that is now seeking their ruin. In great haste, youn ainoerelj, £. CROBWELL. 

[Three letters, £. Livingston to J. Hoyt, N. York.] 
Aarmi CUarh v#. E.-JLimng$Um — Yateif Nolwn»^Ketp pomerfrom the PmpU-^Vtni Bmreifi 
Jte pu U i e m u detcribed hf Lwingtton-^Down toitk CUnien, right or tsrang ! 
[No. 130.] Albaitt, Nov. 14, 18d3.— Dear Hoyt: • • • • Aaron Claik is a can- 

didate for the clerkship. Marcy, Knower, Porter, &c, will do everything for me ; but as Chtrk 
^ an inde&dgable fellow, and will prove troublesome to me, I feel anxious to give him a eigaal 
defeat. « * * * Romaine and Ulshoeficr could be of service to me — will you ask their aans- 
tance ? • • • Write me an answer to this letter, and hum the same at 90on as ma:if be. fi. L. 

[No. 131.] [Post mark, Albant, Dec. 5,] 1823.-— Esleeck put the eteties in cimela- 

tion in New York that I was under Van Buren's influence, made a speech, dec., but foo know 
without my telling you, that he is an egregious liar. * • * * I have seen the Goeemor 
^Yatea] since I last wrote. He is decidedly in favor of Caucus noroinationa, and c^mfmtaitdlt 
SUitled about giving the choice of EUctors to the Feaplo — but he says that the RnoBUoaa 
tjorty ought not to he afraid to go to the People Jt 

' He will recommend the measure, in my opinion. This I wrote yon before-4Hita if posaUe, I 
9IU now surer of it than I was before. 

' The SepuhUean members of the House, it is, thought, wtU hold a Caucus upon this ^usstisn; 
andt after eoTning to a conclusion, all go one way or the other. % IF CLINTON 18 VERT 
DANGEROUS. THEY WILL GO ONE WAY. AND IF IT IS THOUGHT HE^CANNOT 
MAKE ANY DIFHCULTY. THEY WILL GO T'OTHER WAY. • * • • • We 
have some prime stuflf. StHwell will act Hrmly and as becomes a rspublican. / presume foe 
mmdsrsUmd what I mean &y * firmness* • • » I ghould like a ticket in the Southern Lot- 
ifcry that has a 9100,000 Prize in its wheels. Now, as a favor, I will take half of a ticket widi 
you,' if you will purchase one — but recollect it is the last time, and that if [you] should drew a 
blank, I will not venture any more with you. If you consent to this proposition, let me know our 
libmber, and then I shall have something joyful in anticipation, 
-t ' Youni, sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 132.] Albany, Jan. 6, 1834.-1 nther think the Assembly wiD pass ^ Elec- 

toral Law— the Senate will not pass the lew. I am dead against the law, or against anything 

JSmo Whsaton*! ploo, Fhfg*i amendment, and the whole proeeediA|pi of • meetiur of the denoeimtie ■ewtt n 

" " 'n Han 



of the Iflfislaiaie, on this queition, held-abottt a foitnifrht before Croiwell wrote— In Hammond, pofe 144 to 14B«f 
velonie second. Van Baren, Flajn, Cxotwell, and Wricht wanted to past no law at all. Many were sAeiief 
CHnton, a* matten stood. See E. Liringiton*s letter to J. Hoyt, No. 131, written thiee noMhs previovs. 



t W. A; Thompeon. in a letter to J. Hoyt. dated Albanj, IGth Feb., 1834, say*--" The Smute say they aie hi &• 
Tor of the Folkg, and the Jlsgembly say they are b faror of the PeopU. * * * * Sndam says that the Saa- 
ate can count 15 in favor of the Fblkt, who can be depended upon, and «Ae are nee ewchftU u» U ewfer Hum- 
advetUbedevowreityike Peopli, * * * * No one can tell what iegialathre bodies wlH do; bat froMMo- 
ttnt appearances, I do not thmk our REPUBLICAN friends hare any leavon to helieee they ate to be ««w^pMtf. 
They seem to feel that if they swrrtnitr their power tamelf, thqf art loH ; and if tim Md ni weiMly. tktysn 
hut tooM it at ia$t. I shall stay here a week or ten days, until we hear the results orthe Caucus at W««hiagis»^** 

IT Mr. Van Boren eonfirms this discreditable statement of the unprincipled ehafacter of his owa party, hr Mmpes- 
inf that his adTersaries are equally dishonest. In his address to the eiiixens of Syracuse, N. Y., as I fipd H ra the 
Olabe^ SepC S7, ISW. he affirms that he bos been pursued by bis political opponents with " inTOterato mallfnaney ;** 
but, says he, ** when it is qufte manifest that those by whom the conduct of a public officer is arraif ned are le- 
•olved to condemn his acts in any erent ; when they only desire to know which side of a public question he es- 
pooaes in order to take their own position aninst him ; when all oonsidemtiOhs of comity asd of risrhl a<e aespd 
la an absorhinf desire to expel him from oince, and when nothing so much mortifies and enrages them as that be 
shoaki doTise or adopt measures that redound to the good of the country ; in all such cases it appears to nse an ael 
of tnejiensable wiakaass on the part of the public functionary to suffer What such oppooeats may say or tUak ef 
himtofivehimanioaMt*teai«ofaaeaMnem'' ^^ ^^ 



fntE siKDT atLt jiroGfr— A w&oNG otmss inr vak BtrikEir. 16t 

iWt will tend to rave Cliotonian or Federal stock. « « « I think yon may witHont donbt* 
HMy llHrtov State is ibr Cnwford [the fwftet CMdIdate ef thftt day J hot it wont dotoeayao 
q«Heyet. Youm, NBD. 

Tim Bwm(9 ^riend, Skintur, vnUrftrea with ike SuUe JUgislatwre tmd Judieuurn, to prevmU 
the People from eiuting thek Freeidenie. 
[No. 133.] Judge Skinner, U. S. District Court, to J. Hoyt, N. York<«-AtSAirT, 11th 
January, 1834. Dear Sir: Mr. Latham A. Burrowst of the Senate, I ondeiMand, read law 
wkh Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any rate he it attached to Mr. Riker,) Bunoweie enteidered 
demHftU on the question of changing the law for the appohitment of electors. Now, Sir, if Mr. 
Riker is m'Seatiaient with us. Ate letter $e Mr. Bfurrmee om that emkf^et miU have greai i^/kt- 
enee, and you may be assured tliat every Tote is important to prevent the ehange contomplaied. 

CordiaUy, XR. SKINNBR. 

JUfringeton to Hoft^The OerVe JDofse— sMia. L, Dame kept out of Mleehief^A lietfer Mr 
Van B wrt n L eake for CHag^Tke Caaeue. 
[No. 134.] Albakt, Feb. 16, 1834.— e • • A m^ority of the legislattiTO Is a 
imgority of the people. We recognise the people as the source of all power— this is a repie- 
sentative government. Our old Demoerate wish for the old Coadcil of Appointment. • « • 
After you have read thie letter, hum it, E. L. 

[No. 135.] Albany, Feb. 28, 1824.— Dear Hoyt: I forward a list of the memben of 
the Senate and AjBsembly, marked as they now feel upon the Presidential question. * * * 
Craw^ has 88, Adams 36, Calhoun 11, Clay 6, Jackson 4. * * ^ I have forwarded liata 
similar to those I now encloae you, to amuse your friend, Mr. Van Buren. Mat. Pavia is here — 
he does no particular service ; but as he is with us, it prevents him from doing mischief. He 
hates Van Buren — X know it. Leake will not let anything go into the Argtis.T — he is for Clay, 
that is, he wants to be State Printer, let things go as they may. * • e Let Noah see the 
lists. But as you like. £. L. 

[No. 136.] Ai.BANY,March69, 1824.— » * • Our folks all liay that THE Y con- 
ceive themselves bound in honor to nominate Gov. Yates, but that the People will not support 

jjin^ # » * » K n, S n, &c., want to pay of eome debts of gratitude, which 

they feel towards his excellency. lam ready to support the nomination. # • * The [State] 
Caucus will be held tcmorrow night, or Thursday. Marcy advises Thursday. * * £. L. 

Van Buren on Clay and Adame—he praieee Maj. Noah — Noah'e eketeh of Van Buren. 
[No 137.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt at New York. 

[Washington] March 3, 1824.-*Dear Sir : I have the greatest avenion to having my letten 
extracted for the newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborious correspondenoe 
dmtng the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation o( my anticipation as to Messn. 
Adams and Clay^s withdrawing, would, you know, not induce them to do so, if it had not the con- 
Irary effect. It is best to let thoee things take their course, and there is no ground for fear as to 
the result. If they continue after New York has settled down it will be manifest to all that the 
contest is prolonged by them to the great detriment of the party, and of the public interest, 
without the least prospect of success ; and it will be the business and duty of the press to make 
soitable animadyersions on the subject. To fne the couise of the Advoeatefot the last few weeka 
has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firm and rational, which course is, I 

t Mr. ii. A. Barrows, who wai retained ftom the sixth district in pkeo of 6«ii. Hathaway, was an Adame maa, 
pledged to the people*! party ; and all the efforts of Jud^ Bkinner, J««e Hoyt, and Recofder Rtkar, (if he obeyad 
ttem,) eoald not chan^ lits vote, or indaee him to wheel round with Wiifbt and othen. Borrows was stroofly jpr^- 
diced aifSinst Clinton, and moeh opposed to the election of Jackson. Biiimiar, bainf a Judfa of the' U. 8* Court, 
aetad a disgraceful and unbeeomii^ part in tttterferinf,as above with the AaedoBn of tba Senate of N. Y. 

I 

\ 

X Rogar Skioner was at tha head of the old Van Baren ragepcv which appointed Noah Sheriff of New York, 
Ha was a lawyer of Sandy Hill ; and our present Govemott Siu* Wright, was his law scholar and studentr— he also 
i is a Sandy Hill kwyer. Wriffht was admitted as a lawyer by the Supreme Court in January. 1819, and left Sandy 
Hill soma months after Benjamin F. Butler, Van BoreaV partner, arrived there as President, Cashier, and Board 
of Oiraotora of Barker's W. 6c, W. Bank, in which institutioo be may have been an occasional assistant. Skinner 
aoM oat his law oflice at Sandy Hill to Butler, who succaeded to his business— and Wright settled at Conton, near 
tlM rivar St. Lawrence, in Oat. that same year. Wright went for Crawford— was one of theiaimortai seventeei# 
0enalon who voted to heap from the people the power of electing the electors of the President of the U. S.— tba 
aavaataan ware defeated by 17,000 votes next electiop, and hung and burned In efllgy— bnt Wright stuck to Van 
Buren and the cabal — they puffed and upheld him — and he is Governor of N. Y. 

IT Laake had to iasiga in favor of Croswell, whom Butler and his partner. Van Bareo, had eoafidenea in, aor who 
was willing to bo thair echo. A neiusal of Van Buxen*s letter to Hoyt, No. 190 of this sariee, wUl asplais whsra 
the real control of tha Aigiu and tti opiDiooi lay. 
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thiokv the atdf one calculated to predaee ttaeh reel eflect on puUio opink>D.t Such is not Wr* 
ever, the opinion, or rather the feeling of all ; on the conuary there arp many who have been w 
much pleased and so accustomed to the many good and pleasant things the Majur has said as to 
regret the deprivation of ihem — and they occasionally complain to me that the Adnoemte Yum lost 
its spirit. As ibe Major has depraved their appeiitea, he is, they think, under some sort of obii- 
giitiou to feed thera on such vianda as kave become most acceptable to them. Make my best 
lenpects to bim, and to our friends ; tell tbem that for obvious reasons, they may ewse me /rqm 
not wriiixig afr often as I could wish. Your friend, M. V. B.UR£N.. 

Fan Burm pr9pheeie$mtee98i f Cttwfwd mud the Cmum ; iherehif showing m pMieul Mgadtg* 
' [So, 138.] Martin VaYi Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y.— WASmifSTON, March 6, 1894.^ 
Dear Sir : [ have received yours this moment. I cannot help what Messrs. Lynch and King 
may chooae to infer from my looks, but the truth is that I have at no time doubted of our complete 
snccess.t The great influence which was ^ercised here to prevent membem from atmNUng 
the caucus, and the subserviency and ingrtftitnde of snme who have partaken largely of the fa. 
vor of the psrty, were calculated to excite snrong feelings, which were dotibtless sometimes mani- 
fest, but dt'spondency is a weakness with which I am but litde annoyed. On the as&amption 
that New York will be firm af>d promptly explicit, we here consider the question of the election 
substantially settlH, Neither Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay can keep in the field afier the course of 
New York is pos^itively known. The information on which thie opinion reett and the rea9on$ 
in its support cannot be given in a letter. I will myself be easy on the subiect, and so will ou 
friends here who never were in better spirits or felt stronger confidence. Make my beot rei>pecti 
to our friends. Yours cordially, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 139.] larenzo to Jesse Hoijt. — Party services on credit — Poverty — Office Hunting^ 
the Morals of Van Burenism — Private Crib — board 16s. 

Albany, March 7, 1834, Sunday evening.— Dear Brother : Yours of the 4th came duly to 
band. The substance of it I had anticipated, as I saw a letter that Mr. Thompson received from 
you while here, in which you spoke very discooragingly as to the result of your application to 
the Corporation, but as 1 had not heard from you since, I had not entirely despaired until I 
received your last. It is now I suppose, known to a certainty that you cannot succeed in get- 
ting the of!ice you sought. If a person has nothing else to depend upon for a livelihood than 
offices, which at all times depend upon the fluctuations of party predominance, I think he will soon go 
to pot. I thought, however, your services for the party had been sufficient to raise a just and eqvi- 
table claim for some little office of the kind, that you have been endeavoring to obtain ; but it ap- 
pears that the opinion of a majority of the Hon. the Corporation and my own arai at variance. 
Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfonuiies as long as we remain in this 
life, and what we shall have to ** battle the watch** with in the next the Lord only knowa Yoa 



t This letter does not exhibit much foresight or sacacitr on the part of Mr. Van Bnren. He exfieeted tbtt Ohy 
and Adami would wfthdmw alVar the Caucus, bat tttey didn*L He bad " no fear as to the r«flult*'~ib«t ia, hevas 
quite sore that Crawford would be electad President. In his next leuer to Hovt he says : '* I have at no time doubted 
of our coini>leie success." His candidate got 41 votes out of 261— and Adams, whom he describes [No. 138.] 
aa " unable to keep the field," became President, and would have been re-elected had be stoop^ to buy the tra- 
ding politicians and prostitote bis office to pftrty purposes, avarice, ambition and intrigue, aa Van Buren SLftorwMds 
did. In the above letter. Van Buren oraises. Nooh. In July. 1838. Noah, thro' bis XotMing Start aattsMliis 
** Old Democratic Friends in Tammany/ with if sketch of h;s friend, in these words: 

** You m»y remember when in 1817 we ran up the Bucktail flag we had but eighteen men with os in the Legida- 
tare, and with only three presses in iheSUte we opposed Dewttt Clinton, on the cronnds that he had op|iosed the 
war, and run against James Madison fur the Presidenoy, and in three years we carried the Stats. Where was Uaitia 
Van Buren at that time ? With «he domocmey— with the War party— with the Madisooians 1 No such thing. Be 
Was hanging on liie skirts of Mr. Clinton : and here let me remind you that hanging on the skirts of eminent men 
haa been the peculiar feature and secret of Mr. Van Buren's advaneement. He was eleeted to the Senate as a Clin- 
Ionian ; he moved in the Convention to have Clinton's nomination as (/overnor made unanimous ; he hung closely 
to his skirts until he saw the current setting against him, when he dropped oiT and tacked himself to the akiru of 
Tompkins, and when Tompkins retired, be got hold of the skirts of Roger Skinner, Perley Keyes and Silas Wrtght, 
and clambered into the Senate of the U. States much to the annoyance of that disinterested poKcictaa. CoL Snnael 
Youn^. In the Senate he held on to the skirts of Rufos King, onul be got introduced into * good society.* He Ifcta 
took hold of the skirU of Crawford, and when poor Crawfonl lost the election of President, and iohn Quiney Adfeau 
succeeded he made two or three grabs at his skirts, but Adams wore a spencer and Van Burea misaed his bold, aad 
he settled down quietly in the Senate looking round to see whom he eovM next ride, like the old man in tliectonref 
Sinbad the smlor. At length when it was reduced to a certainty that Andrew Jnekson would suceead, he ereofied by 
decrees near him. for the old Chief was afrnid of Van Baren. and finally he sueeeeded in getting him by the batlea, 
and in this wuy got into the Cubinet; he then caught hold of the skirts of Baton. Kendall and Blair, and finally, 
through tlieir interceMions and efforu, ha crawled into the o4d General's breeches pocket and he made haa Jus aae- 
eeasor." 

t Mr. Van Buren shows very little sagacity in this letter. Hit expeetationi as to Crawford were anvthing hot 
. nalixed. The members of Congress at wasKington, contrnrv to Butler's reports, fiithered by Bowne. decided, 1R] r- 
86, out of a body uf 361 member*, to attend no Caucus to dictate a President to the Renablie. Vaa Baren and ' 
five others held the Caucus, and pretended to speak for the Union, and dkttafe to tlie people *, bet they nnai 
oaly ooe-fouzth of tha whole Congns»BMB, aad their caodidate did oot eraaftt at many volet ai that ioimk. 
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MMitftan ya«r bmm«f« it again kusnuimg ■ llttla, wldeh I hope k ihe caie, for if it does not, 
where the ead of 1824 will find as I ahould not like to undertake to aay. 

1 undenKood Mr. Thompson* I think, if the river opened soon, that be ahonld be up again 
before thf« cloie of the Sfsaion ; if he wiU not be up again / shall write Atm about what ffou 
tnetUiotttd, and ahall aUo speak eonfidentiaUg to one or two of vug friende, myatlf on the ouh. 
jectifor ANYTHING 1 CAN DO 10 THE PREJUDICE OF [EDWARD] LIVINGSTON 
AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, 1 THINK I AM PERFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE iN DO- 
I^0, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT HE DOES NOT FIND IT OUT. 

I (hink, and have thought all winter, that it wooid be heat lor me, after the Legialature ad. 
joiima, or after 1 get mj pay, and square the yarda here, to go aemewhere elae and locate for 
the aummer. with a ?iew lu carry into effect the apecial order of the day, to wit, eoouomy. 
Bhould you approve of thia aiiggeation, X will mention Uuca ab a place combhiing both the great 
objeciB I have in view, eeonomy and improvement. Mr. Lynch aaya 1 can get board there in 
leepectable boarding hcinoea at the rate of from 16a. to 18a. per week, whereas- 1 pay here 
throughaii the summer 264. 1 should regret very much to leavp Mr. Butler, but I kn«iw ii is de- 
cidedly for my interest to do ao, and vntb your oonaent and approbation, 1 feel very much in. 
olined to do it thid spring. Charles is going to leave, and ia going somewhere in the Western 
country to settle, and i shall have no person to give me any inatruotion in my studies if i stay, 
Mr. Butler cannot do it, becaoi>e he is constantly engaged in his own buaineas. The Senate take 
.up the Electoral bill to-morrow, and no doubt will treat it as ths poos thimg deserves. * • • 

L. IIOYT. 

Extmcta from a letter — ^Lorenzo Hoyi, at Albany, to Jesse, at New York-^ated June SO. 
18S4.— ^* i have commenced reporting regularly for the Mercantile. Charles and me do it together, 
as we formed a partnerohip before the commencement ot the aession • * • You aay yoa 
are making a push for the office of attorney to the corporation, and I think your claims are good, 
I hope you may succeed-— 4)ut I presume it is doubtful, as yon imdonbtedly have to contend with 
powerful opponents, I shall not be much disappointed if you fail— but I would make a grand 
aalbf to carry my point thia time." 

[No. 140.] Prwatt, W, L, Marcg to J, Hoyt. Stop the Atneriean. A cure for AdmnoUm, 
Albant, 22, March, 1824. Dear Sir : I now take the American, and wish to diacontinue it. 
I have presumed to trouble you to call or send to the office of that paper, pay the balance I owe, 
and direct it discontinued. I owe for the country paper from the 9th September last. Enclosed 
I send two dollars. The account may be a few shillings over. If you will have the goodness 
to pay it you will much oblige an old friend. The attack upon Mr. Malloryt is by every body 
regarded as cruel and aavage, and has called forth an tmiversal burat of indignation. lam gene, 
rally very indifferent to these paper shots, but my long intimacy and sincere friendship for the 
judge make me feel in a very lively manner thi» outrage upon a» pure and epotlese a character 
a» ever lived, I hope this proceeding will cure him of his Adameimn. 

Yours sincerely, W. L. MARGY. 

Senator Sudam feels grateful for Mr. HoyVe favorable opinion of hie political conduct, 
[No. 140a.] John Sudam, Senate, N. Y. to Jesse Hoyt. 

Albany, 11th April, 1824. — My Dear Sir: J thank you for your favorable opinion, and for 
your approbation of the course pursued by me during the present session. It has been an arduons 
one, and all I can say is, that / have discharged my duty fearlessly, but conscientiously. Your 
letter has been delivered to the Governor. Excuse me for not writing more at large — we are 
upon the eve of breaking up, and are very full of baainess of every deacription. The section 
yon sent me has passed into a law. Yonrs cordially, t JOHN SUDAM. 

I I pmoroe that Mr. MarcT reftn to Jams* Mallory, <m« of tha 17 lenaton who obejred Van Bamn** eommandt, 
to TOte down the hill from tb« Atiembfjr giving the paople the choice of electon of Fncideat and Vice FiMidant, 
and for other meaiares in contempt of the democratic principle 

t John Badanu a clever lawyer, who resided at Kingston, Ulster eountjs N. T., was elected to the Senate of the 
state, of which he sooo became an active and popular member. Be had been an efficient and zealous federalist- 
bad had a political quarrel with Van Buren— a cl<allenge to 6gbt a duel had passed between them, but it didn't take 
' place— aad had boMi an ardent supporter of Clinton, but wheeled snddealy sound, in 1880, into the front ruiks of 
that great sta*esman*s most active opponenU. He was one of the 17 senators who, in 1834. voted to prevent the peo- 
ple from electing the electors of President and Vice-President, and to oust Clinton from the canal board— and that 
■aioe year he sat as chairman of the important committee which very slightly inquired into and exposed the mon- 
strous iniq^uity practiced on the people and the iMrislatore, in obiaining a charter tot the Chemical Bank, N. Y, 
The qoertion was Ukeo on the pasaage of the biU, March 3d— yeas 18— nays 13— lost. The same question was 
again ukeo— yeas 11^— nays 13— carried. Honest Jasper Ward was a yea, and when the vote come up next Nov. 
for a refieat he and Bowman bolted. Sudam, Clark and Brooson, who had all voted yea (Sudam having voted 
DO twice, then wheeled round to the veas.) were the commiuee of inquiry. Why was nut even one opponent ap- 
poiatad 1 Clark, Bowne, Greenly and Keyes, voted not te repeat the charter^Wrigbt, Earli, Brooson and Dudley wtra 
Ur repeal— but LieoU Ctov. Root decided that a repeal required two-thirds, and the bank stands. Mr. Sudam diad ia 
Albany, April, 1835, aged 54 years— and Hoyt was aetinx in ahaimeUr whan be atpnmd grataude lor Sttdam's 
Mpiahaauble eondttct ia the spcing leaNaa of 18B4. "^ ^ 



SMM) VAN BtTRSN AND ISSSA—A lOtr&NSir SOtTTB— CASIKBT SBCftSTg. 

i'YM EpUtles from M. Van Btttm to /. Heftr-a cioU Utter and detrokin vut for * « frodi* 
gi&ys fefUvf-^am aUack on CalhoHn-^am attmck on oolf oxpoeted^hoifring tko Tilogropk 
ondoraing Jeooe's paper— Master Haifne. 
[No. 141.] WASBiHOTOir, D«c. 29, 1896.^My Dear Sir: I bought a deenikm VMt,at 
the store on the comer of Broadway and Liberty street Will you do my friend Mr. Rowan, 
Senator from Kentucky, the favour of purchasing one for him, and sending it down by the fine 
opportunity 7 It muat he the Uurgeot in the ehept ae he ie a prodigiouo fellow. If yea eao« 
obiige hijii--H0nle Atin a eioU letter — he is a very worthy fellow. 

In great haste, your friend, M. V. 6UREN. 

[No. 143.] WASHDroTOir, Dee. 30, 1836.— Dear Sir : The attack on the Vice Premient 
[J. C. Calhoun] hss produced very great excitement. The course pursued will cause it to recoil 
with severity. There is of course not the slightest pretence for the allegation. Mr. Satierlee 
Clark of your city is the " gentleman from New York." My .friend Judge Rowan is 45 inebei 
ronnd the chest. My quondam friend Jc^n A. King, whilst hefe, stayed with Mr. Wehsler ; 
and when he parted from me, I was so setiaible from his manner that be carried advices fiora 
here which would Induce the administration folks to come out against me that I wrote confiden- 
tially to Campbell by the same mail my impressions, and requested General Van Rensselaer to 
look out for it In the American the morning after they left us. The result has, I think, verified my 
ooDJectuies. Say nothing of this as coming from me. In haste, your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 143.] . WASHWOTOif, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear Sir : This will be handed to you by 
Mr. Davis, agent of the editor of the National Telegraph, who visits our State to obtain sabseri- 
ben for that paper. Any assistance you can give him in promoting his object will be gratefully 
remembered hy the editor, and oblige Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 144.] WAsmNOTOff, Feb. 3, 1837.->-My Dear Sir : Being entirelif free from EN- 
DORSEMENTS now, and my oituation rendering it highly proper that I should remain st, / 
did not suppose I could have been again drawn into them, YOUR CASE, HOWEVER, 
DOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wishing you sll sorts of happineas, 

I remsin your sincere friend, M. V. BUREK 

[No. 145.] Washington, Feb. 7, 1827.— My Dear Sir : This will be handed to yon 
by Masrer Hayne, son of my friend Colonel Hayne of South Carolina. He wishes to come on 
to this place under the protection of some person travelling southward. Do me the favor to see 
that the wishes of his father, in that particular, are attended to. My friend Thomas Ludlow is 
coming on. Yours, sincerely, M. V. BUREN. 



' Webster looks black, and Clay looks blue.* 
[So. 146.] C. C. Cambrcleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Washwoton, 13th Feb., 1827. — Dear Hoyt: We are carrying all before us. Webster looks 
BLACK, and Clay looks BLUE. I have subscribed for twenty.five copies of the Weekly Tele- 
gtaph, at $2 a year. I wish yon would get that number of subscribers for me, and send the list 
to me. It's so cheap, you will have no difficulty in filling up the number. From the price of 
the paper, you will see it is designed for th£ people. 

Truly yours, G. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Van Buren writes to Jesse from South Carolina, to get Noah to copy his ** concise andpersptc. 
uom"* speech into his paper, and to get it into the Advocate. 

[No. 147.] Senator Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

Colttmbia, S. Carolina, April 23, 1827. — My Dear Sir : When I left Washington, it was my 
intention to have been back by this time : but the extreme hospitality of the Southrons, has ren- 
dered it absolutely impossible. 'We shall leave here on Wednesday morning, and after stopping 

a few days at Raleigh, ,t and Richmond, make the best of our way home. I have kioked 

anxiously into the marriages and deaths for your name, but have not yet seen it in either. Xpa. 
will see my remarks on the Colonial Bill. 1 wish yon would ask the Editor of the Advocate to 
republish them — and if the Major [Noah] wishes to present his readers with a concise mnd per- 

t It was darinf thii joamey, th«t Van B. and CainbrHenj visited W. B. Crawford in Georgia, and leamiag fioa 
Mn that Calhoun, while in Monroe*! cabinet, had not approved of Jackson's conduct in the ^minole war. their 
eonfederatea artfally communicated the particulars to General Jackson, and succeeded in eausinf modi iU-witl be- 
tween him and Mr. Calhonn. While at Raleifrh, Van Baren, in reply to a dinner invitation from the citisrae, told 
tlwoi, smsngst other eraeuiar tayi»f», that " The spirit of encroachment haa anumed a new and &r bm 
tive aspect, and can only be resisted bj the exercise of uncommon virtues.'* 



BITCBiX— HT 1PSABT0K— BCONOMT — ^THE PART7 TRICKED. dOl 

jpMiiAitf tiew of that mOjeet, AND TS NOT AFPREHENSIVE THAT HE WOULD IN« 
JURE HIS FRIEND MR. CLINTON.t be might do the same thing. In haste, 

Youra, nncerely, M. V. BUR£N. 

Thomas RitehU'tParttf Praetiee^The Eagt Room Letter. 
[No. 147a .1 From Niles's Regietcr, Vol. 37— 1829— *30. 

Extract of a letter, dated January Ist, 1827, and addreesed to, and pobliabed by, the Editor of 
the Richmond Enquirer. 

" Thia being the day on which the Preaident'a Houae is thrown open to all viaitors, I went, 
among otlieiB, to pay my respects to him, [Mr. Adams ;] or rather, I should (airly confeaa, I 
went to see the East Room, for the furnishing of which W£ had voted twenty five thousand dol- 
laiB at the last session of Congress. I was anxious to see how that amoimt of furniture could be 
stowed away in a single room, and my curiosity was fully satisfied. It was truly A GOR- 
GEOUS SIGHT to behold ; bui had too much the look of REGAL MAGNIFICENCE to be per- 
fectly agreeable to my old republican feelings."^ — Richmond Enquirer, Jany. 4, 1827. 

RsMARKs. — Mr. Ritchie was instantly charged by other presses with having published a ma- 
lidoos falsehood, there being no truth in the alxive. Did he hasten to make amends 7 So br 
from doing so, it was four months (April 27, 1827,) before he could be induced even to try to 
excuse himself by saying that " The account to which the writer refers was forwarded to us by 
one of the most Intelligent and distinguished members of Congress." 

If a member of Congress really made him his dupe, by telling him a wanton and malicious 
lie, to injure another, why did he not expose him to his constituents, and why allow the tmtruth 
snch a long circulation ? Is it thus that the Union is to be used to give the signal to 500 servile 
or uninformed party presses 7 Is this democracy 7 In August, 1^9, the Editor of the Tele- 
graph attacked Mr. Adams on 'tother side. ** It is well known (said he) that thro* Mr. Adams's 
aristocratic pride this elegant room [the East Room] was left unfurnished,'* &c. What- an evil 
it is to have editors in power, and influencing the people, who, like Ritchie, Noah, Croewell, 
Bkdr, and their employers, say " all's fair in polities,** and act accordingly ! 

Exchanging a Carriago^-an Apology for one cent of Footage. 
[No. 148.1 Letters, Martin Van Buren, at N.' York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany. 
New York, June 2, 1827. — My Dear Sir : Will you do me the favor to get Dennis or some 
one else to clean up my harness and Phaeton, and send them to me by one of the boats, vrith 
directions to give me tke earliest information of its arrival. I want to exchange it here. I eon- 
lUftpay the postage of this [12| eente] but wiU repay it among your other expeneee. Excuse me 
for troubling you, and write me. Your fiiend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 149.] N. Y., June 6, 1827.— My Dear Sir : I have sent a copy of the enelosed 

to Mr. Wilcoxon, with directions to advertise anew. The Chancellor would not grant the order 
B. sent by Mr. Butler. Consult Mr. B. as to the form of making the amendment, and do it for 
me forthwith. I have no opportunity of paying the postage of this [it was one cent] but you 
wiU, of course, keep' an account of your expences in this matter. 

In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

t By a referanoa to Van Boi«n, Bailer, and Crotweirs prtviooa lettera to Hoyt, about Noah, inttraetioff him lo 
the courte that would best serve their purposes, and commending his conduct ; and also to Van Buren's kitter to 
Htiyt in Not., 1838, [No. 150.J where ne says ** I sorely regret the loss of Noah^s election ;*' and by callinr to mind 
the fact that Van Buren set aside the claims of Coddington and many others, in 1890. that, with mneh diffienlty la 
Washington, he miffht provide for Noah, by the Sorveyorship, the candid reader will perhaps arrive at the same 
conclusion as myself, that Hammond is wrong in his opinion— that Van Buren, Marey, Knower, Croswell A& Co. 
aeted in good faith towards Mr. Rochester, when they nominatod him at their Herkimer convention. Oct. 1896, aa« 
eandidato for Governor, in opposition to Clinton. Clinton was for Jackson— so now was Van Buren ; all his party 
capital was thus invested. Koehester was the warm, personal, and political friend of Clay, and anxious for tM 
••election of Adams— so was Peter B. Porter of Black Rook, who addressed the electors in fiivor of the Van Ba- 
ren candidate, remindjoe them, and with very good reason too, that Rochester's election would probably give Ad- 
ams the Stete of New York, while Clinton^s might secure it to Jackson. Noah bad tried to make money, eight or 
nine years before, by deserting the buektaila — it would be a good trick in Van Buren to allow him to appear to 
come out, ofku own accord, for Clinton, against his own ftbe V. B.] party, by which means the chaneea of ddbat 
to the Adams candidate might be greatly increased, while Van Buren and his friends would make capitel on both 
sides, and atem, to have kept iheir word. Van Buren writes from South Carolina to Hoyt, in 18S7, to get Noah to 
insert his speeches, ** If he is not apprehensive it would injure bis friend, Mr. Clinton.** There's something of the 
soeer in this saving clause— Croswell went for Rochester, who was defeated : Noah for Clinton and Jaekson-~nmny 
of Van Buren's confidential friends, at Albany and elsewhere, were against Rochestei^-and when the tug came ia 
1838, Noah, Van Buren, Croswell, Wright, Flagg, aUd the anti- Adams men, were found pulling steadily one way, 
letU 8. SwortmnK, roR the spoils. Noah's bitterness towards Van Buren, in 1834 to 1841, was probablyin a 
sreat measure owing to the impression he had, that his useful duplicity had not received a tuitabU reward. There 
is at present, a very good understending re-esUblished ; and Van Buren and Noah, as they deserve to be, are again 
friends. Clinton, as Governor, had 36S) votes over Rochester ; and Piteher, the buckteil nominee, was returoed 
with him as LieotenaoM^veraor. «' Had Roekttter (Van Buren's pretended candidate) been eUcUd, Oere ia 
MMry rsetfOA to belUrc (says Hammond) that the entire voU qf the State would Move been given to jflilaflM"— and 
Van Buren writes Hoyt, Feb. 8, 1809. [No. 165.] that Westerrelt, in 18S8, had saved their party from defbat by 
pteventing PHcher's nominaUon at Herkimer— Ue eery nan tkey pretended to evfport in 1896. The apathy dk- 
played by some of Van Buren's men, and the opposiUon of others, towards Rochester, having turned the eeale ia 
Avor of Clinton, the Clintoniani in the legislature rewanlsd tht titaoheiT (if luoh w« JBayname it) by voting to 
ittlact Van Burnt to the U.I9. Senate, ia Feb. 1897. / ' «-^ 



iOft VAN.BintEN, W&IGBT, VSftPtAKCXy MAKVrACTlT&BS, MASON&T. 

[No. 150.] Taeflday morning, June 12, 1837. — I mcut leave here on Saturday morn- 

ing, aad if my carriage cannot be sent down ao that 1 can have U by Friday morning, it will not 
be worth while to send it. 

[No. 151.] New York, June 13, 1827.— Dear Sip: lam detained here by nothing 

■ave the carriage ; and, contrary to my letter of yesterday, I wiah you would send it down upon 
the receipt of thia, if 1 should have to wait until next Monday to exchange it. 

In baate, Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 152.] John Van Buren, [Attorney General, &c.,] to Jeaae Hoyt, Albany. 

New Havek, Nov. 28, 1827. — Dear Sir : J wiah very much to get my riHe here ; and Iknem 
of no other pereon except you io wham lean write about it, I would be very much obliged to yea 
if you would have a leather covering made for it, and put it on board of the Constellation or 
Constitution, in charge of the Captain ; directed to me, care of Drake &, Andrews, Tontine, 
New Haven. The Captain will send it over to either of the New Haven boats, and so I will 
get it. I want it very much, and I don't think I shall be home in the winter or I would not 
trouble you ; it is in my bed room. Whatever the expense is you can get it of Mr. Botler, or if 
yon poy it I will pay jron when I get home. The bidlet-mould is in one of the draws of the 
aide board : if not there, I wish yon would look for it. JOHN VAN BUREN. 

The Metaphtftice of the Committee of Congreee on Mannfaeturee, in 1838. 
[No. 153.] Governor Wright, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

[Free, S. Wright, Jr. Rep. in Congress.] Washington City, 15 January, 1828. 

My Dear ^ir : A note from the Hoil G. C. Verplanck was received b^ me yesterday, enclos- 
ing a letter from yourself, together with a particular reference to the Committee on Manufac- 
tores, of which I am a member, of a subject very nearly and deeplf interesting to the Committee, 
as well as to the farmers and manu&cturers of our beloved country ; to wit, the subject of ds- 
meetic coneumption. 

You propose to him to refer it to me " as one of penotw and papen, properiy belonging to the 
Manufacturing Committee." It may do very well as one of the "paper* properly belonging to 
the Committee." But it would seem very clearly to me, that it is only the evidence of *' one of 
the pereone** properly belonging, dec, as you cannot have forgotten that the *' paper" had re- 
ceived " an envioos rent,** which you say was " from an Adams Woman" Now this Adame 
Woman would appear to be more nearly one of the pereons, as possessing evidently the ability 
of proving to the committee the facts in telation to this branch of consumption. But whether 
or not this conclusion be strictly correct, another follows directly from a view of the '* paper** 
itselC and which it is passing strange you should have overlooked. The repair of this " envious 
rent,'* you say, was immediately inade '* by the most delicate fingers that could be possibly en- 
listed in the cause of the General !" This repair is manifest and prearnts of itself a delicate 
specimen oi domestic manufacmre, important to the comfort, economy, and independence of this 
republican government. Now if it had occurred to you, that the object of the Committee is not 
only to procure useful specimens of domestic manufactures, but also the personal attendance &e<- 
fore the Committee of the individual practical manufacmrers themselves, that they may see and 
learn at the same time, yon certainly would not have omitted to forward the namea or name so 
directly rendered material, to enable the Committee foithfully to discharge their important trost 

We have no news here. I shall at all times be extremely pleased to hear from you by letter. 
In much haste, I am very sincerely your friend, and humble servant, SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 

JBlectioneering'^Mr. Clay a Mason of rank — Poinsett* s Mexican Masonry — Is /. Q. Adams 
a Mason ? — Martindale on Slavery — Gulian C, Verplanck, 

[No. 154.] Gulian C Verplanck, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

Washington, Jan. 22, 1828. — Dear Sir : I have just been told by a distinguished Western 
member that Mr. Clay is a Mason of rank. He has been in Lodges, Chaptere, &«., with him. 
Cannot this be so used with Clay*s friends in our Western District, or with the people, as to di- 
vert that question from mingling with the Presidential one?* 

* Oalian C. Verplnnek ahowi no lack of tact in what b cnftod eT«<rtfftn««nnf . He wnt the whf|r candidate fbr 
Bfftvor of New York in 1834. and came withfn 19) Totee of defeating C. W. Lawrence, though the nreriom denKP* 
cmtie mnjnrity had been 5000. He muft be well adraneed in jreara, for he wnt married bv Bishop Hfi^rt tv 
IHDff. Man? vears since he waa inTolred in a diipate abont Trinity Chnreh which did not increase hit fKendJiip 
for 0«fTemor Clinton. As * Ahimeleck Coody,* in 1814, he wrote powerful et^avs in defence of the war. and at- 
tacked Clinton with great aeverity>-and afterward* Joined the bnektails against him. In IfW, at the Herkimer 
Conventlnn. he nominated Van Buren for Goremor — supported Jackson for President— and nnl? joined the oppo- 
sition when the bank veto and depoeit questions name np, and the grent republican party filed oflT to riglit and left 
as whigs and democrats. He has been in Conrresa and a State Senator— is distinguinhed in the walk* of lirera- 
tare— and. with Levi tieardsley and Sarooel Younr. has prored himself a frieitd to hia country bv hb efiorlflD ts- 
iMid the blaninfs of educatioa and inerasM naeful knowtodga throoghoiR the land. 



KMnowsRzma wits a yibw to. tbx cqhtkoz. of the spoils—Clinton. 203 

Mr. Pointett't mamnic interference in Mezicaq af&iii, » minister appointed and lupported by 
Adanw, might also be uied.* 

1 have written to Baylies to ascertain if J. (^ A. [John Quincy Adams] is not also of the pro- 
scribed secret sssooiaiion. 

1 have hut time to add more by this mail. Saggest these matters to those who will use them 
to advantage. 

Martindale has made a singular display, reading a long sennon against slavery, with great 
emphasis and gesdeulation. I am yours, G. C. V. 

Sigr^U C2tfil(m*s deaih^Whai could iss have done toith him ?^~lTe might have t^ppoeed Jack' 
ssn— iify frUnd Lawrene&^Help Judge Hoffman. 
[No. 155.] James Csinpbell,.Sont>gate, N. Y., to Jeste Hoyt. Albany. 

New York, February 92, 162d^^Dear Sir : I was very much sehocked when I heard ct Mr* 
Clinton's death, and I confess to you, thst I sincerely regret it. 

Important consequences are likely to follow from this event ; but whether ftvorable or preju. 
dicial is difficult to determine. It was certainly a very embarrassing queBtion to decide in what 
way Mr«. CUoton was to be disposed of at the ensuing election. He undoubtedly « ould have 
been a candidate lor Governor, and in this case could the Republican party have been prevailed 
on to support him 7 I am of opinion that they could not. Mr. Clinton then, finding himself 
opposed by oor party, would he or his friends cordially co-operate in the support of Gieneral 
Jackson 7 In such a state oi things, the probability is they would hsve opposed Jsckson, and 
the intolerance manifested towards them would have been urged as an excuse for their cdhdnct. 
By tlie death of Mr. Clinton this danger is avoided ; but then it may give rise lo others not less 
serious and formidable. In the selection of a candidate for Governor, every kind of artifice will 
be resorted to by the Adams party, to distract and to throw us into confusion : and it is only 
by effecting this that they have any chance of succeeding.t 



• Jo«l PoiiiMtt of Sootb Carolina wu Comal Gonvral oftho U. 8. tt Bneooi A vref in IRId, and hnd heTd official 
station thera for years ** in the same line of business (says Uie Baltimore Pederai Republicnn) ns John Henry fol- 
lowed in the U. S., vie : sounding the disp«Mition oftbe people, and holdinf oot eneonratement to disonion.** Re 
-wut afterwards sent to Meii4,o where he busied hlmealf in the establishmeot of Masonic liodve*. the cbarteia for 
vrhieh he obtained from the U. 8. The Mexicans chaifad bim with being an artful disturber of their political sys- 
tem; and in due time he asaumed his proper position as Mnrtin Van Baren*s war secretary. PoinseU began bis 
•dueation in Connectleut, and finished it in London and Edinbargh. 

t Mr. Clinton, whether In lifb or death, was eridently a eawo of uneaainesa to Van Buren and hi* rollewers. The 
followinc letter from Silas Wricht to Martin Van Buren wns published in the Wnrkinsman's Adrocnte, Albnnj, 
Oet. 1R30— and shows what Wright's Ttews were at the time he wrote ft. dorenior Clintnn cnnld not hnve nomi- 
nated Neman J. RedfieM as clreait Judge of the western diatrlet. for he wna one of the 17 senators who had set peblie 
aiDliBtient at defiance in 1834, to please Van Boren and elect the ipftolerant eandidiMe. Crawford. It is one of Vaa 
Basan's roles, that, as, by adherence to bim, his political fKends may sometimes have to nctdinhoneatlv nnd on- 
justlv towards the people, he (V. R.) will stand bv such party instruments, if nsefhl. nnd nrthold them n'gninstthe 
psople. It was on this nionarehtcal prineiple of Charles T and II, that Wrighr spoke of Redfield. So, too, when the 
poopb*! wpnsealatives removed Flagg, Van Buren made him a P. M^ mad theea are hundteds of aimtiar eases. 
iMUt, SUmm Wright te Jfivtrs Fm Aim, IRuAtiigfos. 

Albaivt, Apn1 4th, 1828. 

^T DsAR 9ia : — ^Tbe time for our ad()oomment is now fixed npon, and we shall soon have done whnt shall at 
all be done to prepare for our fiill contest. Much alarm and excitement Is preraHIng, not onfv here, hut In New 
York and elsewhere, from the eooiM taken by Noah, and by the allefatioos that some of as with vouiself, are in- 
eiieing to join with Mr. Clinton against the National AdminiatraUon. These allegations have been more or lesa 
* I for some time, but did not become loud or efiective until the Advocate came out an you will have seen. 



Many of our strong friends are fearful, and nearly all of them cannot ooder any terms be brought to join Mr. Clin- 
ton, or to consent to endeavor to sustain ourselves without running a eandidate for Governor ng.iinst Clintnn . If 
be had oominated Jtadfield as Judge of the 8th Cironit, and taken any ground, the reanit might have been difl^fent, 
h«t now I think it perfectly fixed. Mv object, therefore is to iofone you truW what \ think will be done ; what 
ceerae I have myself consented to; and what course will, in my opinion, alone save us from an entire division and 
fkHuie at our next election. A caucus. wiU be held by our friends in the Leirislnture befure oor ndjoomment ; the 
tifm^, nnd place of boUing a State Caucus will be fixed upon, to consist of delegates from the count ien eaual to 
dmir lepieseototion in the Assembly, an add rem recommending tlie holding of such a cauciu iii<tned. lind the de- 
oleied objeola of the caucus stated to be the nomination of a Governor and Lieut. Governor. Thus. I expect we 
T^ i U leeve this subject and this ^ity. You will readily ask what man can we oflhr to such a convention ? If 
yon should ask what men want to be oflered, I could answer you more eosjlv. Tallmadge, Young, etc. But it is 
auMh more difficult lo say what man we ought to offer to such caucus, and through them to the elet-t-r^. Your 
oolleacne, (Nathan Sanford] however, is more talked of now by our friends than any other man. Tsillmudce w the 
eeodidlrte of a very few of the Adams men. but they would probably be pleased toexrhansr him for 5>nnfiird. 
What may be the slate nf things next fiill it is now impossible to predict, but if the feeling which we leave here 
dMHild reosain, I think there is littledonbt be will be nominated hy our friends. We aie not unaware of the appear- 
MMe which ruohing him will give abroad, nor of the unpleasant sltuaUon in which you may supnose yourself 
pleeed by tJiis oouraa. But my reflection and the appearances in the State have induced me to l>elicve that no 
other measures will be so likely to give us the power of the State when most we i^hall want it. 1 adoiil if we could 
held oareleetion withont any reference to the question of Governor, il would probably be better for us. B'lt it b 
pnrihetly eeuled that if we do not get up a candidate against Clinton, the Adams and Clay part nf our frknda wilt, 
bmI soeh a candidate the great body of our political friends thronehout the Stnte would enlist thf>myeNe« to sun- 
port against Clifiton. If then we should favor Clinton, there would be an effectual split in our rank? which couU 
nol be healed. Lf we should oot fa voi Clinton, our services would be reouired for the opiiosite randidote, wh)- 
evec be nij^ttei nc we should be equally suspected and opposed. Again, u we ihouM nbf favor Clinton, his IJIeiide 



d04 ftSTBRSKD FATtlMS DCRIIT Oir FVBUC PLUMOSE* 

ICfFHeoaiAwraneecdfedonmeto-darfiir the fint time saee the ReeipC «r te new! ef 
Mr. CUntoo't death : eltfao' pterkMMif scaroely a daj eli^ieed nithoat his paying me a virit. I 
an^wet he defened his eall onril he had time to cammnmcata with Washiogtoa. Ivas noeloag 
hefiiR I iaquiied of him whom we dioald have for Gorenior, wrbtn, ss I expected, he prompdj 
aaswned. Nadian Saafoid. 

Whilst 70a are scajing at Albsoj, may it not be in your power to make some iaiereat wHh 
the lieoL Gofemor aod Senate in itror of oar friend Hoflmant Had Mr. Clintoo sarmed, 
there Is good reason to betieve, that he woold have nominaied hira for the office of Reeoider; 
hat onder the present order of tfaia^, I sappose there is bat little prospect of this. If, howerer, 
the new Comt riioald be estsbtiriied, might not Mr. Hoffinan have a fair chaneeof being ap- 
pointed its Chief JoBtioe, if proper ezertioiis were made ? Write me a letter 00 the snbiect ef 
Ins praapects for this or any other suaation, so that I may Aow it to him. If he ooaSd ohtam 
aoMB ou fu aTABLa rLAca, it woiUd aflbrd me a great deal of satisfoction. 

Lat me know when it is probable the lientenaat-Govemor will make his nominatioiis. I en. 
I yonr last to Van Bmca. Yoan, re^xctfally, JAMES CAMPBELL. 



JbaLMMrnnrj'Saraipgm doctmred to deoO— Foto 0/ the &ale— large Mi00Titi€9 •mUf wmfwl 

•a tkt teore •f Bets — Broome.a crmxf Comwt f S nUkmiek set ty at a Deemf Dmek—Stnn' 

greUfor ike lam of Noak^t EUciwn, at tke Nmtwe emmdtdaU. 
[No. 156.] Martin Van Boren, Govemor-elect of N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

AuAirr, Nov. 8, 1828* — ^My Dear Sir : I thank yon sincerely for your seteral ooominnica- 
lions. They hare been a aonrca of both pain and pleasure to me — the latter on aoeoont of their 
eontents* and the fonner on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make out what their 
contents were. Yon woold certainly correct this, if yoo knew how extremely painful it is to 
yoor fiiends. I would hsve written to you before, but have had no time to eat my meals. My 
honae has been ran down by my friends, at one moment floaiied with victory, and the next fright* 
caad out of their senses, and frequently without cause for either. 

Laying die effi>rti of Anti-masonry out of view, and of whidi we have as yet not mnch be- 
yond nunoor, the election has been a real old fashioned ninety-eight 6gfaL Everywhere, as far 
as ascertained, we have succeeded in democratic counties by overwhelming votes, and lost in 
eovnties that were formeriy federal by small miyorities. Saratoga vres doctored to death if it is 
lost, which is not certain. The name of Adame, and the character of the discussions, have brought 
old feelingi into entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowledge 
and belief, has been (under die drcumstanees) signally triumphant. The following vote upon 
die electoml Ticket I regard as absolutely certain. If there arc any mistakes in it, in your part 
of the Stale, you ean, of oouree, correct it. Queens and Suffolk, 1 asoertained. — Kings I do. — 
Now York 8 do. — ^Westchester and Putnam 1 do. — ^Dutchess 1 do. — Orange 1 do. — Ulster and 
SnlliTsn 1 do^— Greene snd Delaware 1 do. — Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do. — Herkimer 1 
do^-^Otsego 1 do. — Onondaga 1. We have only partial retains, aod they are fovocable. I can. 
not dnnk there is the slightest doubt of this County. Ascertained. Cayuga 1 aseertained. — 
Chenango and Broome 1 do.'— Tompkins and Coortlandt 1, not ascertained, but widmnt the 
lightest doubt~17. 

Now, I have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts; yon must make them oat 
from the papera. For myself, I should think good husk alone would give us a few more, and I 
i^all be egregfously disappointed if we do not get 20 at the very least. You need not believa 
their stories, for they have not the slimiest respect for truth in most cases. We shall therefoie 

would not fkvor as in Confioii, Sonata and AMomblr tick«ti, tiie raeeen m wMeb wooM bo tfao only oMtsiiaoor 
, dsetininf to have a eondidato for Gororoor. Shonid we docfioe to tapport the candidate ran afaioM Oiotoa bo- 
eaoM bo wa« friendly to Adams, thi« wooJd inevitably ioduee tbe friends of that candidate, two^tbirds of wkoM, 
ao Ikr as Um State is eoneeraod, would be fKonds, not onl^ to ran Congresa, Senate aod Assembly tiekois, bnt to 
ran tbom pledged to Adams. In any event then, from this state of things, it does appear to me, ttat we thiouU bo 
b et w een two ores without the least prospect of escaping the flames, instead ofbrimfing t§ tike afoU. Wo riMold pat 
ounelvos precisely in the sltoation the ndoralists of this State have been in for years post, acting undor colors Sot 
oar own, and doing joarner work. But suppose we take up your colleague and make him ow own oaodldatB. 
He is bore considered republican ; by the Adams men be is considered an Affkms man, and by as, ni tralh. not 
■nieb diibfant. Rut wouU not the very Ihct of taking bim op, without relbrenoe to his lodings in r^aid to aS' 
tional polities, and poraly on the ground of democracy, draw after it, as a necessary consequenee, the aoqoiiitioa 
of the administratioa sUangth of tan State, while the question of national politics would not be drawn inloa fa" 




atase election. Iff am wrong, write me and tell me so, as frankly as I have given yon this tedioas. ilMtraaod do 
tail, f f yon can [at J all concur in these views, please endeavor to tnfloence your oolleagae to hoM bimseUwilKag « 
servo bis friends la the way hers suggetted. Do not by this letter suspect that any cbaoies in mv feeUnga, « 
those with whom I have acted, has taken place favorable to Messrs. day, Adams, dbOo. Itisnotso. •*•• 
Yog win ooaiidw thh Ittlsr aaaatlwly cgafrdsntial. • • • WithiSBtimootaofthewanaertlHeodshi|sIam.*iw 

0.WUQBT,4(. 
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have votes cDongh to put Jacluon'B election oat of aU qHestion, and WHAT IS OVER IS ONLY 
IMPORTANT ON THK SCOflE OF BE TS » 

Our Governor and Lieut. Governor's majority toiU be immetue. The only 4 towns in 
Broomet (A CRAZY COUNTY) iiave given me a unanimous vote, viz. 3000, and the others, 
it is supposed will not redaoe that. Everywhere I get the true party vote, and in many plaeea 
Sbuikwieifa vote wiU be large. We shall have nearly 3000 in Ulster and Sullivan, and be- 
tween iSOO and 3000 in Cayuga ; we have carried our Senators in 4 districts, and have a good 
4:haiw)e to carQT them in most of the others. Our majority in the Assembly will be as large 
as is desirable. Contending, as we have done, against Federalism, revived Anti-masonry, an J 
Money» I am satisfied with the result I SORELY REGRET THE LOSS OF NOAH'S ELEC- 
TION, AS WELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON ACCOUNT OF THE COST 
HIS ELECTION HAS QGEN TO THE PARTY ; but one point is gained, viz : he must be 
satisfied that hie frieada have, with thair eye$ open^ eueiained a great etruggU, and run much 
koMord on hie account. I hope there wiU yet be tome way found out of doing wmething for 
him. I shall be down on Tuesday. In the mean time, show this to my fiiends Bowne, Ver- 
planek, Hamilton, and Cambreleng. Tell Verplanck I have no doubt you was as much fright- 
eaad as he says, and am quite certain that you have as much pluck as you claim. Remember 
me to Mrs. Hoy t, and believe me to be, . Yours, cordially, M. V. BUREN. 



[No. 157.] John Van Buren to L. Hoyt, at Albany. 

Nbw Youe, Nov. 13, 1838.— Dear Sir : You will confer a favor upon me, by having thai 
mnaU trunk in which Pa keepe hie valuahle p^fera, ^c, sent up to Mr. Butler's as 0oon as po^ 
iible. I neglected doing so when I left. As far as returns are received, we have three vote» 
eertain in Maryland, with s chance of another double district. Our friends here aH claim Ohio, 
with perfect conftdenoe. The returns from there are very favorable. JNO. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 158.] Judge Edmonds to Jesse Hoyt. 

HtTDSov, No '*mber 96, 1828.— >Dear Sir: I am anjdous to see Mr. Vsn Bursn as soon as he 
letutna from !<' w York. Will yon be so good as to mfbrm me whether he' has yet retuned ; 
and if not, drop me a line as soon as he does return. By so doing, yon vrill oblige, 

Your &iend, J. W. EDMON0S. 

[No. 159 J t J. A. Hamilton to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. 

Nov. 98. Frivate. — Dear Hoyt : Campbell informs me that you hold a part of the money 

oolhscted from the Auctioneers, unappropriated — ^if so, I wish you not to part with it, inasmuch 

as I advanced $900 to Targee to send to Albany, which he promised me should be repaid oat 

of the first money he should collect. He now informs me that he has not funds to pay me, &c. 



k a laiff* SMJDfHy oftlie peopto, m iodieftti'Tv of onioo on non stid tno Mu r n. 

ii m^ aad the efaaneo of Uo pwty to elnteh tho plasdor, tliraogh Um, 

« toon of bets.'* Gov. Whght. ia bia jnosM«« to tho LefiaiatOTe of Kow 



* Piwidoiit Van Bnrtn dots doI thmk a Ian* i 
of ths iiait eoiMoqooiios. If Jarkton ii 

** wJnt ii ovor ii only imiKHtant on tha I 

York. Jan. 1845, furnishes a Tory suitable comroentaiy opoo thb gambling, beitii\g propensitj of the Van Bono 

faaiily, io these words : 

** AnodMr oointof noeh moto aorioos eomplaiot, is tlie exieoslTe and rapidly incMasinff piafctjeo of hotlkig opoa 
•lestlons, aodtbo interested and selfisb, and corropting teodeneies which it exerts unon the election itself. Them 
improper and eomipting influences have made them«elves manifest to the wiiule bod/ of our freemen, and const!- 
tnte a theme of almost uniirtruU complaint. tTpnn the party to the wager, they are nil eontroltinj^. fits ear and 
hla ntod, from the moment bis monev is staked, are closed againet nrgunient, or reason, or ezaminatlon, eitlmr as 
to the oimsliona involved, or the candidates presented for his suiTrage. He must ao vote and so aet as to wfei Ms 
b«t, and the welfare of the country becomes an entirely secondary eoniiderntion. His appeab to ail over whom h» 
may hope to exert an influence, are to save himself from lots, and help him to win the money of hh opponent, not 
to examine and inqnire bow they may beet serve their country by tbeir votes." 

** The soggestion," continues Governor WrigbU " most likely to arrest ibe praetiie of bettii^, fa lo mako H pea* 
ishahle criminally ; to subject the parties to every bet made upon the result oi an election, to iodictment, and upmi 
conviction, to punishment hv a fine, to be graduated by the amount of the wager, nnd to nil the costs of the prose- 
ontioa. The delBterious influence of this species of gambling upon the public morals alone, wonM, it appears to me. 
Jastify the paaaage of a law which sfaooM make it crimnsal. And when ito eorrapl and eoiruptlag teodeneiee npa 



t If Broome was crazy, Fetar Robinson, her rapreMntative, was qnite discreet. He sat as Speaker of the As- 
amUy In 1899. and never missed a bank divkrion dnhng the seaslon, bnt imifornily voted against ewry safetv*Aiti4 
•hnttsr, ia the teeih of Van Bonn's advioe. 

X I have placed this note as of IBtt. bnt It may be ISSS. or any other ye«r, after the November eetniwimi fa 
Naw York. Was th« Aoetioneen' money, an electioneering tax levied by the party |o imwer, from that elus of 

Jirsoos, because privileged 1 Hamilton was verv sharp and close about cash, fees. Ice. Were tb/> $900 seat to 
Ibany by Targee. on account of a contract fhnd to monufncturo public opinion for the State os the official 
prhitiiA is to Ritchie, and as it was fermeHv to Blair and Rives, to enable them to emnlov nnd direct men of tal- 
ant at Washingtoa how lo manalaetiua pahlie senUment, to be forwarded through the l/oKed Stales, and echosi 
by hired, servile, and unprincipled presses, for the benefit of a party bound together by the plunder of the neook nod 
the aegleet of oaefiil reforms 1 Ifnoi— what wositt ' / r- . '^ir^v^m^ 



a06 VAK OTBEN TEffSTS IN (fir ?EOVn)KNCB f— HIS FRIEND BOTLQ. 

«o«u.. 1 W.J. y„« ,„ uke ere of m,. i^i% ^7 T.\'!S^'(?„;;;Lr'^ "^ ** 

Yo"'»» *c., J. A. aAlOLTOir. 

mcute It to the National Advocate. "^**^ ^' ^«« oooinmiii- 

_^_ Yourt, G. C. v. 

-1^1* momen. wili b, e«br.c.d*.;^S jZ TZ^^^'t^^T^' "^ "*« 
Mm. I ilmk yo« kindly fur your letter. utdbmron^L^l „ , ""^ "^l *• *>«>•• yw *- 

iMle to .huo retpoiudbilior. I A»ll do Ae^« I «.n iJ^l.?.^* °f """ «~' '«<"*«*' »*<*. • 
Oe r«Mil to PRbviDENCB «fli the P^e £2n. -T^^^^ i",'" '° ™'' °««. «< W 
■e to be Yen- dnoerely your ftietS, ^' *«»«»b« «* liuwlly to M„. H. ^ ^^ 

M. V. BUR£N 
Does our friend L. Smith know that JudM SwantoH h*« k«a» -^ , . 

dit party in Naw York? I preauma it is u5a3l?y ^1^"^^^^^^^^ 
haw I can moid iJu i^fpointmeni. »«««»'wooa oy mm and til our ihendt. 1 da Mm 

[No. m.] Governor Van Biren to Jeaae Hoyt. at New YoA 

irfj^of nomliieUng none bm true end tried inen"i, th.f when^Sl °^ «h« indi.pen«He ■««•. 
The tune isoe ti»t i. playing with yon wi ii^ ^^JJI^ they eucceed they gun wmetbmcT 
ft«ey Genenl. The i^ pommel XrfiL ,i.nfr '^!?"^ *^ <»• »^ nominwiwi of At- 
tat winter inregari uTthe Clil,iBTZaih^,T^.'' ^rf'^' »" -M* "«•*«« 
»oud againtt hin.. eicept Cheries LiviWon „f wh^ , ^"T"' CUntonisn i„ both boa«. 
■fo. your dty »ote. and would faa*a wSSded^k. h^ *"^ * *!? •''"'«^- Mr. B. depended 
Mr. Allen. T^te d for hlm-beyo„d A.TS^^ta ^' "^ '^i "• ^'^'' '^™^''' AJbtmSTeS 
in« my name in connection with thfa wS to .?, ?Z^' ;i-';°' '""*" ">*" y"" "« ">«»««■ 

•ieeinrelttwite He ffealtk amii^mJ^ ^aT^ "^ ^ ^ *M been ebU t, felbwimU. 
aooeright Th.clahn.of"CT«Srj;";^'Tk^'^tS:."».''h"I*.h^^^^ 
the ttfongeat. and mnch wa. doe to rte «l^n?n^i i H?'*" '°.'" *" «*<»'>«. decidedly 
•*ecially fnm, one who knew wwell wl^!^u«. k **j •»««'<•«<' Governor Tempkiai 
*o«ld forever have rep«,ached mySf if l!lu h!?*' "^^ "•;"« "«' «««»«<» for 41. S«£^ 
W^ervelt i, a gentleLn andT'man ^f tiS»"rf7 wwf i.* 7*" 5 '^'T «» "^ '^■ 
cr.«e. He wa. three yeatB in the Ho«ritaI and fi« ~.-*if*""'''ir'"?.* D«noew* fi«n l4 
«el y removed throng the in«nim«SJw rf I^ Hfrl^l"^''' "•^•^. 0®«"- "»«« he wm 
•ppomtnwnt to the un5^.Hed andincS oe^J^^^^^" *° "J ""»"'•«•«•. owed hi. 
bw at the eation bat a year and C^'^^^^f^T"'^ Tompkins. Ha^en. ha. 
•JuU do fo, Wm («„| he ha. not ^J^TS^^^^Ja^ fever in hi. life. AU that I 
We^rvelt and jhe Board of Hedth v^onld reuin K^fnT?^'' "" " "'^^ "J^'f *•« Dr. 



i 
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esdentecl extent. Mr. Clinton was so eennble o{ it th&t be once actually nominated him for 
hedUh oj^er, and was npon the point of doing it again the very weelt when he died. Hi$ re* 
moval if made could only be placed on political groundn^ and as ho woe a zealous Jackson man at 
the lasl election that could not have been done without danger, 

Butler feela leas ihan any of bis friends. Yours truly, M. V. BUREN. 

I had promised not to interfere and did not. 

The Tims to strike for Coddington, 
[No. 164.] C. C. Camhrelcng to J. Hoyt.— Washiwoton, 7 Feb., 1829. Dear H.— I hate 
your letter for the Major [Noah J wbo haa not yet arrived — when he does he shall have H. 
When the time comes to strike there is no man for whom I would do more than for our friend 
Mr. C. [CoddingtonJ none deserves mor« than he doe^.t Ton are mistaken-^Obio is for ttsel/. 
I expect eoon to hear the result of yonr ballotings. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Van Buren^s NeutrdUty — Morcy placed on the bench to save' Iiim from ruin — A physician saves 
Van Barents party, and is paid with an office! — Pitcher, how dangerous! — Dr, M^Neven^-^ 
Jacob Barker, 

[No. 165.] Governor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Az<bant, Feb. 8, 1829 

Dear Sir — It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole ground. Some two 
or three weeks before the meeting of the Legislature, Sudam by letter requested my neutrality. 
I shewed it to Mr. Butler, and, with his approbation, replied, that I would consider it my duty, 
under all circumstances, not to interfere. Brnnson's friends had the address to push Dndley into 
the Senate, and MARCY WAS SO SITUATED THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGE 
OR RUIN HIM.I These circumstances gave color to the clamour about A Ibany dictafion, which 
it became necessary to respect. No one washetter satisfied thnn Mr. Butler of the impolicy and 
positive impropriety of my interference, as matters stood. My friend Campbell ts certainly 
wrong if he blames me. He wns as anxious to have Manley retained as<|o have Hitchcock ap. 
pointed, and the nmount of his advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable 
offices to two oUi Federalists who never acted with us till last fall, and that to the exclusion of 
a young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the worst of times— wh9 
has already been sorely persecuted, and whose Jlimness SAVED US AT THE HERKIMER 
CONVENTION— /»r, had it not been for the fearless and prompt Hand taken by Jh, Wes^ 
terveU after the first informal ballot, PITCHER WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE 
BEEN NOMINATED.} After all, it is very doubtful whether he g«;t8 through tho Senate. 

t A friend in New Torir, wbo was wall InibrttMd on inaay points, at thoto times, tells me fhat Caddington, wbahad 
beea a froeer, beaides beinf ooocoroed in ipeeulaUona witb and fur Um party leaders, kad advanced a baavj sun 
in cash, with certain pioiaises, when, he, 

t If Van Bnren taTod Marey ftum ruin bj Making kini a BotHmme Gonrt Jndfa, Marey*s subservience to hisbeaefro- 
tm apmtiia to have been bonndleM. On the L5th of Qet. 183d, Mr. N. P. Tallmadge addreswd a letter to Gov. Marey 
fiom Poii^hkMipsie, as rullows— " tJir : I have stated on different oeeacioos, that prmwvM to the extra session of 
Congress in 1877. yon adrfsed me, at tny house, to oppose the 9ob- Treasury Scheme, if Mr. Vnn Ruten sknaM 
recommend it; thnt ufter the extra seesian, on board or the steamboat, yoo appr<>Ted of inir oonrse in oftposmg lt» 
and eondemneid Mr. Van Buren's in recororoendinf it, and snid that you would not endorse it in your message to 
the Legislature. Such opinions I also understand too fteeir expressed to others. I wish you to cay, whether 
ypu deny the truth of the abore stntement, or whetkier, in the article in the Albany Aryus of the 14th lost., yoa 
have authorised or Intended a denial of it. N. P. TALLM ADGE.** 

Mr. Tallmadge also wrote tu Levi Riibbell, wkn had been adjutant-geneml. by Mercy's appointment, to state 
what he knew He replied fhim Iihnea. Oct. 19, *'Dear Sir • • * I was in ^New York at the close of th« 
Mtra session in 1837. and know that Got. MarcT was there, and returned soim afVer. A few days nfter his retui* 
to Al)>any, he told me, at bin house, that he had retnnied in the boat with you ; and he then expressed much ;rra- 
tiflcation'at the course nursiied by yourself add the Conserratives in Congress. Hratthe same time, strongly and 
opanly rnndemned the Snb-Trensury Scheme reeommended by Mr. Van Kuren. and exprcued bis diasatislhetinB 
at thai eoune f the Wnshington Gkibe and the leading Loco Focos in this State During the extra session and 
aAer it. I had several cunversations with Got. Mnrcy, in ail uT which h^ expre«M»d the same v1ew». His opinionk 
were freely made known to any of his political friends who were near him. I was not then a ktatenflleer, hot I 
kniiw that'a diflbrence of opinion ex steid between aho stale officers in refincnee to the Snb-TfeasorT ScheoM, aod 
Oirtf. Marry i^cUtred to ne that em. Oe reetftiam ofXhA opteud me$*9fe he had, in preHnft^famrralof the stute^ 
esta^apenly exprsMedht* diatqtpro^tionef the President'* reeommendtttion. ♦ • ♦ LEVI HUB BELL.^^ 

Govt, Marey made no replv; of course be admitted thai Mr. Pnllmadse had triilv described his lanrnajre and 
conduct Yet Marey came out strong In his next annual message the other way. and the Argus ahmtedl^llmadge 
ff>r runduct which had privately receiTcd Mercy's high approval. What is it that such a character as this will hes> 
hate to do. to secure power and influence under Polk I 

$Mark well Van Barpo*s langnnge. Tie teHs his creature, tfovt. that WesterveTt's "hrmness PAVRI> VB" by 
prevenfng the nomination ofPitcber as lient. goTemor. PiteheiVns a bucktnil. had l»een a member of Congress, 
and, as Butler cUewhcre writes, was a rigidly AenetC man. It was bis bifh chnmctpr. great kindness of disiwisition, 
and persunni popularttv thnt had aehiOTed success in ]P98. and given to the pnrtv the execuliTe patronage of 
J8&, no mnti nccuted htm of political sin ; his measures whHe ac^'nir n* governor. Iiud pleased nil classes; **aDd 
his ap|K intinents (says Hammond) bad been such as would hav- d »re Imn- r to any executive.** Even theConvea 
tfon in 18SM, m-M-h obeved Vnn Bnren*s nod to set this able, weil tried, and patriotic statesman anA farmer askle, 
and to name iMteuer 'rhn.on, beennse he was sn nntl-mason, and wndv. fllke John Van Btiten Kince.) "to doanr 
body's dirty work,** vMaimoHaty voted k|m (Pftefaer,^ the thanks of the democracy of the state, for the faitegrily 
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Mr. Schenck is co-operating with the oppoaition la thd Senate, aad all the oU enemiea of 
Tompkins, to get. him rejected. About one>third of the Senate are absent, and the probability 
is that he will fail. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I have been very friendly to him. and 
have done all that was necewary to secure him (with good eonduct on his pan) in his present 
place, and I can never lend myself to promote the ▼lews of those who coalesce with our enemies 
to sacrifice Republicans, who stay at home, and trust to their friends that they may get their 
places. I should not have given Mmnteif the office wriginalig if I covld have found a compeUai 
SepubUean to take it. But being competent and poor I could not think in proper to re- 
move one Clintonian Jackson man to put in another. Dr. McNeven wot hie onh eofnqteiUtr. 
Targee has had as little to do with the matter as you have, and less than Mr. Bloodgood, or 
about as much. I regret the state of affairs with you. It will work itself clear in the end. 
The general remedy is an alteration of the time of your charter elections. 

Believe me to be, very sincerely your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Barker yesterday presented his/onnal complaint against the Recorder. He behaved with 
great propriety ; you moat say nothing of my views in regard to Havens. 



Foetmaster Coddington electioneering for the office Noah got, 
[No. 166.] Jonathan I. Coddington to J. Hoyt. 

New Yobk, Feb. ^3th, 1829. — Dear Hoyt : I have seen Al. Coe, he has signed in your &VQr, 
making five ; and he informs me there is no doubt of your getting the eight that voted for yoa 
in caucus — and in addition I have no ^ubt you will get Lee, which is all that is required. 
You no doubt remember what I told you three weeks before the election of Mayor, That 
Bowne must and ehould be the Majfor-^that I seldom failed in what I undertook in earnest 
(particularly for other people — bow it will be with myself I know not) in the way of politics. 
The result will be this in the end. You'll be District Attorney and Sherman clerk. Noah's 
having gone to Washington, several of those who voted for hi^ in caucus have left him, under 
the impression he will get something there. His claims are certainly far greater than Sherman's 
$nd I have not the least doubt he would have succeeded but for this impression. You may rest 
assured 1 shall leave nothing undone that can be done fairly and honorably to promote your in- 
terest. General Duff Green was elected Printer to the House on Teusdajf by a miyority of two 
votes, and General Jackson was in the neighborhood and expected in Washington on Wednes. 
day. I observe that our friend Silas Wright, Jr. Esq., has reached Albany. I want you to 
go with Cargill and Arnold to the Chanqellor, to Judge Marcy, the Comptroller, and Secretary 
of State. If they do not like to sign my naked application, you'll please draw up a joint letter 
for them to sign in miy favor, addressed to our two Senators in Congress, stating thiy art per- 
sonally acquainted with me,and recommending me as a suitable person toJlU the office of Sitr- 
veyor and Inspector of the JPort of New York. This I want you to attend to withoat delay, as 
they may get committed. Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate— don't 
let him or his fHends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the signers we can. If 
any thing of interest occurs I will write you again. Yours truly, J. I. CODDINGTON 



Sunday Morning at St. Tammany — New York Politics, 

[No. 167.] Postmaster Coddingtonr to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. 

SUNDAY morning, Nfew York, Feb. 16, 1829.— Dear Hoyt: We had a fiill meetmg THB 
morning at Head Quarters — Alderman C. of the first was there — also Judge O. (I mean his 
brother Jesse,) CapL Coffin, &c. &c. We had under consideration the Minor's letter from 
Washington, which you'll see in this morning's Enquirer— also yonr nomination for District Au 
tomey. Alderman Cebra declines signing any paper, but says they know where to find him, 
and is willing to go into % ballot immediately, and would vote for you. Colonel Robert Arnold 
of New Jersey dined with me to-day. He is just arrived from Washington, and informs me 
tiiat there is no doubt of our friend Governor Van Buren's being Secretary of State. I have 
availed myself to write thus much in time to send you through my neighbour Gideon Tucker, 
who leaves here this morning, for Albany, Very respectfully, && J. I. CODDINGTON. 

and ftbility }ie had displayed as Heat, rovernor ; and when tbey bad negatived CSeneral Root's letolatioB to eon* 
tione in onoe the man who bed thus given universal satisfaction, they v^ed for Enos T. Throop as his suooessor ! ! 
Is it not OYident that Throop was secretly selected by Van Bureo and the regency as a convenient instrnment for 
legulating future state elections through a chain or banks, controlled by county juntos of greedy politicians bis 
creatures, so that no one would be appointed to office but the real nominees of the Van Baren, Butler, IfoTt',- 
Wright and Stephen Allen cabal 1 Col. Piuher never forgot the treachery and ingratitude thus mantftated by 
Van Boren, wboee steady and cons^eotious supporter he had hitherto been. The Morgan excitement was fanned 
bv Van Buren, who was at the bottom of Southwick*B nomtnation. Served as bis decov, to draw off from 
'niorapsoa those western anti-masonic voters who would not support him (V. B.^ He (V. B.j had Throop placed 
•n his uoket to catch for himself and his regency as many anti'inuoDic votes as pocsiblfb 
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An Old Hunker of Tammany, electioneering for a fat Ofict* 
[No. 168 ] Jonathtn I. CMdiiigtoD, to Jeese Hoyt, at Albany. 

Nsw Yobs, Feb. SOtb, 1839.— Dear Sir : I am io receipt of your fiivon of the 16th and 18th« 
and am pleaaed to learn that Mr. T. L. Smith is not an applicants— but really I don't understand 
the Impropriety of getting the sopport of our Republican Friends in the Legialatnre, whether 
from Town or Country. li ia not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this State, 
and also in other States, by pemns applying for offices under the General Government. I ie« 
ipember signing for the friends of several of the Cooniry Bfembers the winter I was at Albany, 
but if I recollect right I told you my object in getting the Country Members imm not oo 
wuich with the triew of strengthening me as it was to prevent others from getting them* I 
shall be perfectly satisfied with any course you and my other friends may think proper to adopt. 
Before the receipt of your last letter I saw Al. C. of the Ist on Change yesterday. He asserted 
boldly that he would support you for District Attorney. He cannot nor dare not back ouL I 
called to.day at Coe*s to know if any more had signed, but he had not the paper* and informed 
me that the Recorder had it — and I intend to see it to-morrow, (would to-day, but for the vio- 
lent snow storm — at least 12 inches has fallen since morning,) and endeavor to get the 9 to 
sign, and I think there is no doubt of getting that number. I observe you wish it kept a aeoMt, 
that our friend the Governor is going to Washington. Why even our opponents know it here. 
. . . . As I have got Allen and Bogardus, would it not be well enough to get our other 
two Senators from this district? — This I leave entirely to you to do or not to do. Muir (Gen- 
eral) tells me that Arnold told him that he had got the Chancellor on, but as you say nothing 
about, thot perhapa he was mistaken. If he has not signed shouki like you to get him. , . 
I have one more favor to ask you — ^let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will probably leave 
Albany for Washington. Your friend, J. I. CODDINGTON. 

[No. 169.] In a long lettex^of Feb. 33d, 1829, J. L Coddington says he has had a con- 
fidential letter from Washington, announciog who the membera of the Jackson Cabinet were, 
bids Hoyt take the list to Gov. V. B. — then winds up—'' I have to renew my request in mine 
of Saturday, which is, that you'll assertain as near as you can what time Mr. Van Buren will 
leave Albany." 

*' P. S. I open this to say that my Washington letter says that the general opinion was that 
General Jackson meant to take [care] of his friends. J. I. C." 

James A. SamtUon declares himself a good and true S^pinlsman, 
[No. 170.] James A. Hamilton, Acting Sec. of Sute, to Jesse Hoyt, at New Yoik. 
Department of State, [Washington,] March 10, 1839. Dear Sir : I have with pleasure i^ 
cetved your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say to you, as I said to his brothers-law Mr. Bon- 
ner — « While I am not called upon to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an oc 
caaion of great feeling and delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. King about the * Hamilton Pa- 
pers,*) was not such as to occasion regret to me if he should lease his office, or to induce me to 
turn a finger to reuin him." / agree with you entirely in the propristy of making ehanges 
FOR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST. ^ » ^ m «««^««« 

With very great regard, your friend and servant, JAMES A. HAMILTON. 



An Application for Qfiee—^fery iri^y answered, 

[No. 171.] Mr. Sec. Ingham to Jesse Hoyt.— Washington, ll March, *39.-*Dear Sir: I 
have received yours. The District Attorneys have usually been recommended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury — but often the applications have been made directly to the President As to 
the several particulars noticed in your favor, I can only say that it becomes us to speak rather 
in action tluin by words, lest the latter may be misunderstood — the former cannot be. Excuse 
ahwt letters-— necessity compels me to be very brief. Yours sincerely, S. D. INGHAM. 

SMI I " get anything in the general scramble for plunder ?"— " Push like a Ikvif'-^mU with 

the Adams men ! 
[No. 173.] Samuel Swartwout'a advice to his aoceessor, J. Hoyt 

Washington, 14 March, 1839. My Dear Jessika : Your very beautiful and talvs inteieat. 
mg letter of the 8th wss received in due course of law. I h»ld to yomr doctrine fnUo, thai 
NO D— -p RASCAL WHO MADE USE OF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PROFITSfor the 
purpose of keepmg Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to the least lenity 
•rmert^, save that of hanging. So we think both alike on that head. 
BT^^I'S?i2^^«^'^' ^ ^"^^ ^ET ANY THING IN THE OENBRAL SCRAM- 
BLE FOR PLUNDER, remains to be proven ; but I rather guess I shaU. What it wiU be is 
not yet so certam; perhaps Keeper of the Bergen light house. I rather think Biassa Pomp 
■yda • «nart chance of going somewhere, perhapa to the plaee rim h«f« n«jne4» or I© rt# i^ 



Your man, if yon want a place, is Col. Hamilton. He betn^ now the aeoond officer in the 
Government of the Union, and in all probability, our next PrraidenL Malie your suit to hui, 
then, and yon will get what yon w«nt. I know Mr. Ingham alightly, and would recommeod 
yon to PUSH LIKE A DEVfb, if yon expect any thing iTum that quarter. I can do yon no 
good in any qnartar of the world, having mighty Iktle influence beyond Uoboken. The grant 
goen are the new men ; the old troopera being all apavined and ringb<med from previonv 
hard traTcl. I*ve got the bota, the fet-lock, hip.joint, gravel, halt and founders ; and I aa a ait 
yon if 1 can only keep my own legga, I ahaU do well ; but I'm darned if 1 can carry any weight 
widi me. When I left home, I thought my nag aound and atrong, but the beaat ia rather bro. 
Iwn down here. I'll tell yon more about it when I aee yon in New York. 

In aeriousneas, my dear air, yonr aupport must come from Mr. Van Beurrn and Mr. Col. Ham- 
il^n ; I could not help yon any more than yonr clerk ; if I had the ability, rest assured I would do 
it without prompting. Tell Robert Sands that I am ofiended with him ; he promiaed to write 
to me and Mr. H. on bnaineae, «id he has not done it. My beat respecta to him. I ahaH be 
home in two Or three days. Till nhen, do all yon can to improve yonr fortunes, and beheve 
sincerely Yours, SAM. SWARTWCHTT. 

[No. 173.] Senator DiMiley to J. Hoyt. 

Washington Citt, March 14, 1829. My Dear Sir : I have been favored with your esteemed 
letter, dated the 9th inst. In reply to your question, I will sute, that from no other person ex- 
cepting ynurself have 1 received any communication touching the ofiice of District Attorney. 
Mr. Sanford tells me he has also received a letter from you, and that the office in question, the 
bestowment of it, is with the Department of State ; Mr, Van Buren will, of coufk, have muck 
to say in it, and to whom you observe that you have written. TA^re will not U am/ remavaU 
fnm office before the Senate adjourns, at least from offices in 3^ur city, as I am informed, li 
was expected that we should adjourn tlua day tine die; but we meet again on Monday, when 
there will, I have no doubt, be an absolute adjournment. The appointments are all announced 
in the papers— the few nominations left to act on are of a military nature — Brevets, &c. With 
great respect, I am, dear Sir, yonr fkithful and obedH aerv't, CHAS. £. DUDLEY. 

Butler thinks Hoyt may turn Van Buren against office-seekers he cannot depend on. We hwiL 
ed for Jackson when we meant the Spoils ! 
[No. 174.] Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. Albany, March 17, 18529. My Dear 
Brother : I have received your letters oflate — those on the subject of District Attorney sxaaag 
the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs. Butler. It seems to me to have been labor 
loet, for at the last conversation I had with her about the >¥ashington expedition, she seemed as 
firm in her opposition as ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, I don*t know ; they 
will probably come to no determination at prewnt. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. Hia 
opinions and feelings had undergone a great change ahout the District Attorney matter since 
he saw you. I met him in at Mr. V. Buren*8 Saturday afternoon, and the conversation be- 
tween us three, who were alone, aecidently turned upon that subject ; and Mr. Butler then ob- 
served, that he began to think quite diflerently about it ; and he now says, what I could not bat 
think he would say, that he can do nothing for Duer. He thinks your last letter places die 
subject on a atrong giound ; and that sueh arguments, addressed to Mr. Van Buren, would he 
very apt to kindle a proper feeling of ressntmemi AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE 
NOT IT IN THEM TO BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Bur«n observed, 
on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had a letter from you that morning, and that yon 
had set about the matter with a very determined spirit. I further understood him to any, thai 
he ahould not interfere, especially to sods Duer. Before much had been said on the subject we 
were interrupted by persons coming in. I am a good deal surprised that Mr. Van Baren em 
be neutral in this, and that he wiU not lend the utmost weight of his influence to displace from 
office sueh men as John Duer. He ought to be satisfied by this time, that that claaa of men can 
never be bis real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own inter- 
est ; bfU strange as it may seem, I do believe that his fear of the effect of sueh a meemrvi if 
the only motive that would prevent kis conferring on W. A, Duer, any office within his disposoL* 
You will probably see him when in New York, and you ought then to present your views to 
him tn the plainest manner. If we have been atrnggling for the success of Jackson and the ec 

* WiHiam A. Dnar, raecntly Prerideiit of Columbia College N. 7., ti a erandton of Lord SUrling, ooe af tbi 
maat amioent of the AaMrioaD cMwrab duriog the war of the reyolutloa. Bib father. Cbloael WiUiam Duer, wtu- 
ried Lady Cmherine, Lord 8*s daVfhter, aad was a.aaembiN- of the Coni^raH of 1776, and a signer of the first <ed«r- 
al eonsUiQiion. William married the Hon. W. Oeanioa^s yoonfest daufhtor. at Beverley ia Dntcben eoanty.la 
Sefrt. 1916; was a federalist, and one of the leaders in the great anti-war meetiajp ia that eouatr, Oct. 7 t8l4at 
which Pbilo Runles, William Bard. William A. Duer. and Thomas J. Qakley were elected as delcgataa * (mm the 
friends of Peace* to a geaeral anti war oaDTewkioil. and If edison's admimstrition cenenred for nuhoess and maciM- 
taocf . Towards the close of the eoatest. however, he roused the people to take part io the struggle— ^od In 1» 
we nod bim nominated by the Albany Regency, through Van BuroQ** influence and exertioos. as a boektail jodaa 
for tha3rd oifwut andaooeiaed by an ultra- demoeratic legislatnre. fn opposition to Ambrose L. Jordan of HuSeL 
who had aiwavabean ae aetj^ menber of tba p^obNeao party, and was n firm sapporter of the war. Mr. Vaa 
B«le0;aifl<ig|t>iiayrta>ae»waatadio'alsfitaaMBwteif««adbstr«i«»hi& MftlW,tawhMniJis||fl9CateiS 
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MfttfidM •/ poUticMl power, for the beneHt of our oppoQents, I wish to know it, m that I m«y 
Jmmw Am0 to ael hereafter. From the nhanner in which the Prefident has ezerciBed his power 
din far» 1 am inclined to think that he wiO go ** the whole Hog.** 

Mr. Van Buren left this morning about 11 o'clock. Mr. Butler went with him as far as Kin- 
4erkook <ir Hudson. Write me. Youn affectionately, L. H. 

[No. 375] M. Van Buren to J. Hoyt, [Poet mark, Albany. ]--Maich 17, 1829.— My 
Dear Sir ; I will be in New York on Friday^ and with you to take lodgings for me ai the City 
Hotel. YouiH, M. V. B. 

It would seem that no Regency Goyempr could visit New York, until Jesse had prepared the 
way. On May 9ih he had another epistle from another Governor — ** Dear Sir, I ehall take the 
steam boat next Tuesday morning, and reach New York in the evening. You will confer a«« 
other favor upon me, if you will mention it to Mr. Jennings, that h« may provide rooms for ma. 

E. T. THROOP." 

Joooe puoheo ' like a derrii * — HireOyfor Van Buren, a eroto grained valet — To the Victoro ' belong 
the Spoils*--* We the people '— * the hlood of the martyre '— <Ae P. 3f.'# Bet—pui out John 
Puer — bold meaouret — Rudolph Buwner is faithUoo tone! I 

[No. 176.] Jesse Hoyt to Martin Van B'uen, Sec. of Sute, Wasbwqton. 

Saturday, 11 o'clock, A. M., March 21, 1829. Dear Sir : I am under the neceasity of leav- 
ing this evening so as to be in Albany Monday morning at the opening of the Court of Cbaneeryt 
and 1 preaume 1 shall uot be able to see vou. The man whom I had spoken to aa yoar wUeU 
haa called every day this week to see when you waa to be in town, but 1 have not seen him 
to-day, but I have left word at my office if he calls to aend him to the City Hotel. Hia name is 
Bryan Farrell, He has good recommendations from Mr. W. B. Astor. He haa lived wkh 
Mr. Prime, from whom I have leamed more particularly hia charactor. He is very capable* 
sober, honest — hia only fault ia hia bad tomper, for which Mr. Prime discharged bim-^but a 
man who would not suit Mr. Prime in this particular, would never have occasion to exhibit 
that failing to you, bnt of this you are to judge. Aa a general role it is an objection to a 
servant. He is married, but would leave hia fiimily here. Thia is aU 1 have to aay on domeatia 
concerns, and what elae I have to say is not upon subjects of leas importance, but which you may 
(and as the world goes, perhapa juatiy,; consider aa partaking a little of ael6shn<*sa-~but as Mr. 
Richie said the other day in a letter to Mr. Noah* " Mr. Van Beuren must toll the irnih to Gene- 
lal Jackson.*' So 1 ought to tell the truth to you, and 1 will do ao, at the hasard of forfeiting 
your confidence and good opinion ; for, if 1 have it now I am under serious apprehensions that 
1 cannot retain it long without abandoning all political honesty, conaisteiicy, and *' Hraighifor* 
loardneooJ'* I take it for granted that all who do not aupport the present administration yo^ will 
not consider your friends ; and of coarse will loae'your confidence. I have said from the com- 
mencement of the contest that I would not aupport any administration who would support men 
ia power that had contributed to overthrow the democratic party in thia Siato. I have preached 
this doctrine too long, and it haa taken too a footing here, to be eaaily got rid oi. 

This is not only the doctrine in theory, but we require it to be reduced to practice by the servants 
of the people to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the uni venal sen* 
timenta of the democracy of thia city, and you may rely upon it do man can be sustained who 
aide and abets in the disappointment of the juat ezpectationa of the people on thia subject— and 
all personal considerationa and private fiiendshipa moat yield to poliiieal Juetice. The leading 
poliiicians of thia city (Mr. Targee and Mr. fiowne excepted) require the removal of Mr. Jona* 
than Thompson ; and Mr. Bowne will put in jeopardy hia own situation by attempting to sus- 
tain Mr. Thompson. Mr. Peter Sugg and tha appraiser every body seems to teke it for granted 
will be removed. We have in this State fought off the in&mooa charges against General Jack- 
son and yourself anc^gave the /t< to the authors and pablishaiaof them. To continue those in 
power who contributed to sustaining thoae chargea would but admit tha trath of them, and throw 
back a rebuke upon us for contradicting them. This rebiUce is unjuH mnd »« will not reeeine it 
with impunity from an admniatration which WE THE PEOPLE have created, Norjsan 
we sanction the doctrine of the administration, or any of ito membero, baying up ita eneniea at 
the ezpenae of ita frienda. " The blood of the nartyra ia the seed of the ehureh," and that hlood 
which we noUy ehed in 1824 tn defending ow primiplu and our party, to otill cnrdled hy tha 
reeolleetion of OUR SUFFERINGS in that memaiaUe fight, and we will not now peimit it to 
be banded over to the mercy or magnanimity of thoae wh» were the canae of itabeiag.shed, but wa 

itaMg on aveniea, k W. A** broCbei^eaaM roosd to ttw boeteila altar the war-Mpad Van Bnaro t* fnfwe 
Clinton— «iid aet ap cariy in 188t m a bncktsil eandidmts Ibr Coofraw Gvai Oraiun coaDty, ntmvd the nomW* 
tine, but wu ddbatad bv a Capt. 8elah Tuttla of a North river tloop. Is wbom van Boran bad mora confidaoee. 
Tattle diad that fiilL nod Dmt waa afain daftatad. by O. Borlaad. Doer waa in tha itata convention 1091, and 
faoamlly voted whh Vco Baran. He b a financier; wrote anon eiedit and eorraoey in London, and hat lectured 
aboot them in New York ; be it alto a lawyer, and waa one of the leviten of tha ttate lawa. John Doer wat ap- 

e Mated, by Adant and Clay, U. 8. Attorney, TT. T , tHTib. 78S8. W%en the Baltimore Life and Trutt Companx 
iled.be waa Ita pretident. and owed ft »Mn,<W^ec»6is , isea i s 4 eaaptad>seri»slaekhaid by hia^ JisflMfe 
VIS aaiaatty fSB ap ta »psr SMI fsMlni ! 
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aak that retributive jtutiet eh&U he dealt out to thoee wht from tkat time to tkio hove not tikrathoi 
their owordo or ceased in thoir efforto to pruetrate no. In calli ag upon our friends to aci in this msi'- 
ter, we shsil as we alwsys have done, repudiate the doctqne of neutrality. We shall expect 
every man to take sides one way or the other, either for or againoi removale. The old maxin 
of *' those not for us are against us," you have so often recognized that its authority cannot be 
denied. I have one word to say upon a particular case about which I om particularly exdtsd 
fer various reasons — ^it is the case of Mr. Duer. He was appointed by Mr- Charies King, and 
his removal or retention is probably left with you« at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Dndlsy, 
if I read the letter of the lattef correctly. Mr. Btinner, I presume, hae made hio bargain with 
oome SnUhem Intereet for hie retentioru 1 judge so from various circumstances, one of which if 
that Mr, Samuel L. Gouverneur offered a het o/ $100 day before yesterday that he would not be re- 
msved. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his friends, I have not the slightest 
doubt. The conversation I had with you at Albany satisfied me that you would retain Mr Doer, 
if you could find a satisfactory apology, ^ince which I have heard from Mr. Doer's friends that 
you would support him, and from yours that you would remain neutral. When I left Albany I was 
not a candidate, and I became so, as I wrote Mr Ingham, by the advice of my poliiical friends, 
who could insist upon Mr. D.'s removal. I .told Mr. Bowne that I would not take the office of 
District Attorney for this city if I could get it, till Mr. Duer was removed, and now repeat that 
I will hold no office from any political party that will keep Mr. Duer in his present station. Tha 
veiy idea that you would by thought or deed contribute to such a result has given me more awfal 
feelings than I experienced when I held a conversstion with you in your room over Crittenden's 
teing room, in the evening of the day of the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses 
were ataiined by the shouts of Mr. Doer and his friends over their champaigne in the room below. 
What you told me in that conversation I well recollect, and I thought you were serious and would 
not under any circumsunces, forget them for at least six years, the ordinary statute limitation fiir 
jMro2 promiseB : but if the statute had attached the promises and the consideration have been re- 
ceived by Mr. Duer^s connection with Judge Thompson, Anti- Masonry, and God kno¥rs what, 
last fall ; and, if I recollect right, Mr. D. was to be one of the body guard to give you an escort 
to Kinderhook the Friday after the Isst November election. I do not remind you of these thinas 
to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acts sgainst the democracy of the State. To 
retain Mr. Duer would be to disappoint friends and enemies, for it is considered by all upon gene- 
ral principles that hs is to be removed, and if he is retsined you get no credit for it even from 
them. They will attribute it to your fears, and your party friends will charge you with bargain- 
ing to buy up your enemies at the expense of the party who have labored to sustain you. Tliere 
is a charm attending bold measures extremely fiscinatSng — ^it has given to General Jackson all 
his glory, and it will give to Mr. Cky hereafter power and strength, and this speech he mads at 
the Wuhington dinner is admired for its impudence, {independence ?] and the manly spirit it 
bseathes. In regard to the applicants for Mr. Doer's place, I have nothing to say further than 
that it is not just to import s man from the country — by this I mean Mr. Bunner, who is not at 
heart with us, as you plainly discovered on your visit two years ago to Oswego— -besides maoy 
other objections that could be raised, it would amount to a re-appointment of Mr. Duer. I have 
dene nothing since I wrote to you, in regard to myself. Many people have oflered to interfere 
in my befaatf but I have delayed taking any measures till I hsd seen you. My first and prindpsl 
obijeet is the removal of Mr. D., and when that is done I am willing to leave my claims to the 
juatwe and not to the policy of the appointing power. If Mr. D. is not removed by the lime T re- 
turn frx>m Albany, I shall visit Washington, to hand, in person, to every member of the Cabinet 
" The Life and adventures of John Duer** — ^for as long ss God spares my life I shall not spare my 
exertions to get him out of office as well as all those who have betrayed their friends, their party, 
and their principles. In doing this, however, I will not as he and his friends have done, violate 
the sanctity of privste friendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will bs 
fr«e fix>m concealment, but shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles that has actuated 
me in opposing him during the late contest. I shall therefore, if driven to go to Washington to 

I prefer my complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for I should not then be Ustened to widi 

as much consideration as I otherwise should, because men in power are not prone to look opoa 

. .office seekers in so fsvorsble a light. I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject 

to the inlemiptions of office business. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubt- 
ful expresnons, if sny such there be. I tfaerefere send it, subject to any explanations that maybe 
pioper to convey my true meaning. So far as I have taken a general or special view of the sab- 

t jeot spoken of I am borne out by a vast majority of your political friends in the city, all of whom 

[ feel this to be a critical point in your political ftte. The theory of your address to the Committee 

ol the Legjalatnrswe all admira— the practice under it, if conformable to the theory, is sll that 
we raquin. In great hasifi, very truly, year friend, J. HOYT. 
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[Ko. 177.] SilM M. Stilwell to Samael Bwirtwoat, Hoboken, N. J. 
K«w Tors, March 24, 1839. — [Piivale.]— Dear Sir: After leaving you, on yesterday, an 
kiaa popped iAto my head that I would like a nttuition in the poet office of thie eiiy, for one or 
two years, or untU^ I can cojoipletely concentrate my property here. I am now using every 
BKsns to turn my weetem and soutbam property into money, for the purpose of purchosing real 
estate in New York— and making this (my native) city my permanent residence. While my 
buisneas is going on, I can aa well be employed in some buttaefls, that will make me some re* 
tarn. My legal profeeeum ieof notuetome here, inaemuch as mtf licence was granted hy the 
emarte of Virginia. \ I feet still an itching desire to write on political subjects, and take an active 
part in political affairs, but I shall restrain my inclination until/ a more convenient period shall 
arrive. You are no doubt, surprised at the request I make, but I believe you will eventualfy 
see that f have taken a proper course. You wiU be appointed (beyond all doubt) to the office, 
and I should be gratified if you are pleased with my application. Please drop a line in the poat- 
oflioe. Sluing where and when I shall have the pleasure of seeing you. Be pleased to Except of 
the aasurance of my high consideration and respect. S. M. STILWELIi. 

' General Praeper M, Wetmore'a President refere to M$ friend Van Bvren, 
[Ko. 178.] General P. W. Splcer, ez.President, U. S. LoiYibard, to Samuel Swartwout ' 
New York, March 24th, 1829.~Sir : I have been informed that the office of Collector qf 
this Port has been tendered for your acceptance. Should this information be authentic, and 
should yon conclude to accept the appointment, I take the liberty of offering my services for your 
acceptance in the situation of deputy. I feel a conviction that my mebcajttile experience would 
enable me to discharge the duties of the office to your satisfaction, and with advantage to the 
public interests. If you are not already committed on the subject of your appointment, I can, 
with confidence, refer to the membera of the Republican party at large in our city and State 
for the claims I may be conddered to possess to your favorable condderetion. / am AUTHOR- 
IZED to refer to the Hon. M. Van Buren and the Hon. C. C. Cambreleng for MY POLITI- 
CAL STANDING. I likewise feel justified In adding the names of Benjamin Bailey and 
the Hon. C. P. White, who have assured me of their dippoaition to advance my views. May I 
aak to ha favored with an interview when you convenience will permit, in relation to this I 
naas. I have thei honor to be, dtc. P. W. SPIC£E. 



A Tammany Offiee-Hunier in the dumpo — the Postmaster of New York ready to rebel agaiaet 

Andrew Jackson^ and why — Hector Craig — Noah an Clay and Van Bwen. 

[Na 179.] Jonathan I. Coddington to Jeae Hoyc-— ConfidentiaL 

Kaw YoBK, March 29th, 1829.— My Dear Sir : I havo received your fovor ef the fiSth. My 

interview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite as satisfoctory as I could wish, or indeed had a 

right to expect, after hearing what Silas Wright^ Jr., said to Arnold. I will explain further 

when I see yon. It m(ey all end very well, hui 1 am prepared to hear of Nook, at Seeter 

Oalgt receiving the appointment. You no doubt have heard ere this that Major Swartwost, 

of Hoboken, is to be Golieetor of New York.§ He told me so himself. The General had pio^ 

miaod it to him» provided he oould make certain arrangements, which he says he very soon ac« 

eonplished, and sent on-Muid expects his Commission on Teusday morning. Bat notwithstsnd- 

ing all ha ssys. Alley, Fish, and othem dont believe it, or rather, wont believe it. Frank Ogden, 

it is said, will go to Liverpool. You well recollect that Cambreleng expects this appointmenL 

Thus (if true) are TWO OF THS VERY BEST OFFICES in the gift of the Government 

t flUat H. Btnwell^t 1«tt«n to Hoyt and Swartwout, eopiad Into thii eormpondcnce, are raally curious produe- 
tlou. Be M from New York, want aarlv in lift to Virsinia, studied law there, became a Van Buren member of tbe 
N. T. Legislat-ira, but voted in favor or the U. 8 Rank. In 1834. he was on the whic side, and nominated by that 
party ^with Seward) as lieutenant-govenor. He has been an Alderman of New York, and a bankrupt. In 1841 he 
piofeseedastreaf attachment to President Tyler, who gave him the lucrative post of United States Maisbal in New 
York, now held by Gli Moore. Reers*s Bank, or the North American Trust Co., was planned by him, and a ftw 
others of his way of thinking; he Is charged with borrowing beautiful passages from BrougbaoK &<c., and passing 
them off Air native manufactures ; and is probably a wlf educated roan. He started a boot ond shoe store ia 
New York ; and in ISM, was, t believe, legulator, aldernian. lawyer, shoemaker, nnd speculator. 

t Heelor Craiff sttcoe«led Noah as surveyor of the port of Naw York in 18't3. He was secretary to Tamasany 
(Haftltac's) ia 1808. When a member of Congrev, and friendly to De Witt Clinton, in 1895, he voted for Jaek- 
SOB aod against Adams as President. His &tbar was ftom Beotlend, and a paper maker at Newbvrgh, N. Y.t 
Mt. C. had been a marehant in New York, aod in 1837 was an anti-sab-treasary consarvative. Eli Moore aoe- 
ceaded Craig as Sonreyor. W. F. Havemayar, mayor of N. Y. married Craig's daughter. He (Craig) is dead. 

^Tho* enmged at Bwartwoot's success, Coddinrton wr« hfs personal and political friend, and wrote him, Maf 
6t 1829. Dear Bfr— Mr. Isaae Warren is the OUTDemoeratie Rqmbliean in whose favor I spoke to yon sometime 
ilnee. Be has been trying to get an appoiotment from Mr. Thompson, the last seven yean— and hope he may How 
•oeoeed. Mr. White and Mr. McDermuU have also requested me to speak to yoe fo their favor n» a a il lK hn . < 
Jheise elteis reeiutt that to able aad eiBcient to offleer as Mr. jfaiXeMid Hunt may mt he removed. 

Yoonnoitraipeetftill^, 4. |. COOPOfGTOJf, 
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GIVEN TO PERSONAL FRIENDS, and wtihout even comulting hia Cabinet. Then is 
coiM^rttble cUaBatiifooiioa bore that Mr. Van Bufec Wac not at Waalungton aooner. Mobb. . 
Bailey, Alley, Bloodgood and Fiab, and oihere, called on Qawemor Van Buren on Monday, and 
•xpreaaed to him what they deemed the wiskee •/ the pmrty — that Thompeony Jhier, ife. o9ght 
U he renuned. Tiie Governor told them that be had received a long letter from you reapectiof 
ieroovala~4>ut particularly abou; the District Attorney. It i« said C. P. Golden ia a candidate 
for Doer's place. If so. there is another pereenal friend of-the Generara in yeur UMiy. 

BT IF THE PRESIDENT P-BRSUES THIS COURSE THE PARTY IS RUINED, . 
Cr AND THE SOONER WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A NEW THE BETTER, 

Let me hear from yon again soon, and believe me to be' yoon, truly, 

J. I. CODDINGTON. 

Remarks, by W. L. M. — ^The imoresaion on my mind, from the mercenaiy character of 
Noah, and the intriguing, politician.buying ways of Van Buren, and what I see in this coRe»> 
pondence, is, that Van Buren had bargained for Noah's support, payable by some fat office ia 
Jackson's gift, if the attempt to get the Sheriffship for him failed. In Van Buren's letter to 
Hovt, No. 156, he " sorely regrets" Noah's failure ; and when Coddington saw him, [as above,] 
he found that Noah was ahead of him, and was so chagrined that he was ready to revolt. Noah, 
Ui his Star of Aug. 5, 1834, says that he pleaded in 1829, to Jackson, at Washington, " the con- 
dition of the [Noah's) Enquirer, almost broken dowQ, and $25,000 in debt, from a fierce politi- 
cal conflict'' — that Ritchie opposed him — ^that he wrote Ritchie, ii^ho replied, [see htf letteis, 
Noa. 179fl, and 1795,] — and that when he [Noah] took sides with Webb, against Van Boiep, 
Ril^ie called him ** the Swiss Mercenary," &.c. Noah, again says, in his Star of June 23, that 
Van Buren got up a candidate against him (Coddington 7) and pushed him with all his force ; 
but. he adds, " I was stiti Van Buren's friend.'* He praised Clay to the skies ; but had previ- 
•oaiy, when ordered by " that tyrannical and mercenary oligarchy known by the name of the Al- 
bany Regency,** described him as " the man who had bargained away the presidency," *< the 
apoatate politiclaa," ** the despicable demagogue," ** who, by n base bargain, brought into the 

Eddential chair the head of ihe old aristocracy, the re viler of Jeflerson^-^dding [Enquirer. 
y 17, 1828,] " We shall not find fault with Mr. Clsy in turning religious, and renouncing 
cards, dice, and women — ^tt is time for him to do so," d&c.t 



[No. 179. a.] Thomas Ritchie, now Editor of ihe Union, to Mordecai M. Noah, Editor 
of the Enquirer, N. Y.^Richmond, March 25, l829.^Dear Sir : I take blame to myself for * 
not meeting, more directly, a suggestion which you made in the letter you were so kind as to 
•ddresa me a few days ago. But since replying to it, I see so much to draw my attention to 
ikKt subject ; so much in what has been done in the case of others, and so much in what has 
been rumored in your own case, that I cannot reconcile it to the regard I have for yon, or 
the feepeot I wish to preserve ibr myself, to pass it over in the general and delicate way I have 
done. 

I will not content myself by aaying, ss I then did, that I wish for nothing from the Adminii- 
tralion, but I will take the liberty of going farther, and, in the most respectful manner, of ask- 
ing whether 90B, (at the head of such a press as the N. Y. Enquirer,) should accept of an of- 
fice at their hands? The dignity or the peess is ileeadv wjubed, I oEEaTLY feae, bt the 

WTMBEROF EDITOES WHO HAVE OBTAWBD 0PPICB9— THE TWO GeEENS, DaRFOETR, KeiTDALL, HxUv 
Ajm IF TOO AEE AOnSl) TO THE LIST, IT MAT BE TEULT SAID THAT THE MOST ACTIVE AlTD ASLtST 

imrofts nr the elbctioh of Geh. J. have obtained offices. A mind like yours will see at 

fin Ifonh't 8Ur. Jena S3. 104, h« tlins «zp1tti'ai bb eoniraetion with Van Rutcd : 

** I wat to nnfoitonate at to commit Mr. Van Baren in favor of Wm. H- Crawford for tho pratkleney, and to 
hold him fast in liis plodn of fidelity, to fkr at least at to vote for him on the first ballot, t^fUr which it iras hit 
intention to have voted for John Ctumcy Adams ; to seeore his election, and to accept in return such cbntiivpsst re- 
wafd as services and infftienee of that nature have rendered unavoidable ;— for be it known that at thnt time, and 
at M Umt^ was Mr. Van Buren friendly to Gen. Jackson, or had any ooofidenoe in his fitoets or claims to the oSee 
of president. The eolomns of the Ar^s will bear me out in this assertion. Mr. Clay, however, was too quick and 
too saKacions for the Little Msgician, and Mr. Adams was elected by Congress on the first ballot. Mr. Van Bo- 
no's re-election for Senator was moet desirable to him. and he saw at once that he could onlv sneeeed by obtaia- 
Imrthe votes of the firiendsof Mr. Adams in our lecislature ; so he Dr»/««««i to be satisfied with his administration 
and took no hostile attitude until, by the votes of the Adams men, he succeeded in securing bis seat in the Senate. 
He then attempted to obtain office under Mr. Adams, and soveml eflbrts were made to secure his confidence. Find- 
iof that Mr. Van Bareo was attempting to sell the demooratie party to Mr. Adams, I forthwith ran 4ip the Jaok- 
sen flog onder the hpad of the New York Enquirer, and by this act inenrred the severe displeasure of Mr. Van B«- 
ran end the lUgeaey, for presuming to declare in favor of Mtator Jackson, as they caPed Mm, before tiMy bad ex- 
kaoHad their eflbru to win over President Adams, or had time to open negoUattona with Gen. Jaeksoe^ fHends. 
Mr. Adams, however, was determined to try his fortune without Van Boien, and he deelined purchasing kim ; and 
when Mr. Rnfos King was appointed minister te England, and Gen. Jaekinn*s prospeete strengthened, Mr. Van Bn- 
nn thraw himself into the current, and came out for the Genera! afUr (MtkattUJUtdhem feu^kt, aad tn aigM «f 
vKlny. giviof as his Toasons. to a New Totk poliUeisa, whol gsd dubs, if oaossMiy, (hat Geosnl Jsoksoa, of tJl 
HvcmAsIsi, MS ttsM»<ait|ofli«»^gis.** 
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liMhtodle which wll be Buide «f Uvs* Moamoktad appointmentt, aod with what foio» 
^ they wil I be made to bear agaioat iho^e who confer, and dioae who accept, offices. ] T IS CALCU. 

' LATED TO BRING DOWN THE LOFTY INDEPENDENCE OF THE PRESS, WHICH, 

» LIKE THE SENSITIVE PLANT, SHRINKS FROM THE TOUCH OF EXECUTIVE 

I POWER. 

^ ^ I entreat you to excuae theae haaty linea. If I reapected yon lese— if I cared lesa for yoo» 

and leea ibr the great cauae in which we have fought together, and in which we may hare to 

I contend again, 1 would not venture to write them. Tke appoiutmeni ofpermmol friends and edi. 

ioriul pariizana has already produced a feeUng in $ome of our friends that I vever expected 

to witnese. In great haate, youra, THOS. RITCHIE. 

fNo. 179, b,] The aame to the aam^— RicBMom), April 11, 1829.— Mv Dear Sir * « * 
i I could sincerely wi^h you not to accept of any appoinunem under the AdminiAtration. WHAT 

» THE PEOPLE OR THE LEGISLATURE MIGHT GIVE YOU, WE WOULD NOT 

I QUARREL ABOUT. Had the good people of N. York thought proper to re-elect you their 

I Sheriff, or the legialature to invest you with one of their appointments, I should be happy to greet 

t your auccese. But, 1 confess, that after the favors which have almost been showered upon our 

\ brethren, 1 shotild wish you neither to ask nor accept an office. 

f There ia great force in your remark, that if the editor be kept poor, thepreM ia in great danger 

^ of being dependent. Yet I AM AFRAID WE SHALL SCARCELY MEND THE MATTER 

i BY jMaKING THE EDITOR OWE HIS FORTUNES 10 THE EXECUTIVE POWER, 

t SHALL WE NOT MERELY SHIFT THE DANGER, FROM A DEPENDENCE ON A 

1 PARTY, OR THE PEOPLE, TO A DEPENDENCE ON THE ADMINISTRATION 7 

I .thialk iu this respect, we are, and ahuuld he a proscribed dues — that ia to aay, we bhould 
be sihut out iirom the ordinary executive offices ; but I would equally proecribe a member of 
Congress — leaving both of them, however, at liberty to accept the highest grades of officca, for 
which the field of aelection ought to be aa wide aa the nation itself: auch aa Secretariea oC De- 
partmer.ta. Judges of the Supreme Court, and Foreign Miniaters to the highest Courta. But I 
won't at the same time, throw open every other honor in the Republic to gentlemen of our 
clotu. IVhat I would ask is, that^ for ordinary offices, there should he as little connexion as 
possible between the press and the Executive, I would put editors and members of Congress 
U4»der tke same rule and exceptions; because the liberty of the press, and the freedom of eleC' 
tion^ are the great safeguards of our liberties; and if the Piesident can injure both, by calling 
editors and represtntatioes into office, we shall place' both of them at his feet.i 

I will not however, trouble you further upon this aiibject : nor do I wiah to trouble the public. 
' It lias excited greii| clamor among the enemiea oi the Admlnistntion here, and great censure 

among its beat friends : and I really wish that not more than one (if one) case had occurred* 
Take o&ce, nowever, or not, be aaaured of my kind wishes for your health and happiness. 

Respectfully yours, THOMAS RITCHIE. 

t Our leftden vili Im pleued to turn to Daniel Jaekson^s letter. [No. S23 of this correspondeDce.} in which it is 
•hewn that Van Buren*i friends Mt up Blair as aptivter, (which was the same as if a bank had lent hin cash to 
buy hit presses and tyiies.)— tbey nvaj then be much ediGed by a perusal of Blair's dying S|)eeoh, when Polk had 
kiltad hit Otebe, and chosea Ritehia, who had saeh a hnrror at offlea, at his sueceitor. 

[Flon Uia Globo^] WAtBlHOToif, April Id, l845.-'Tho Qlobe ofSee and iU afiportenaDeet, (in virtue of the 
aereeaaaat which we aonex for the information "f its sabscribera,) passed, on Saturday last, into the hands of 
tfetan Ritchre & Ileiss. TRR GLOBE HAD ITS ORIGIN IN THE WITX OP GEN. JACKSON, and owes to 
him and Mr. Van Buren, and their iwlitical friends, the suceets wMch hat attended it through fifteen years of ean- 
fliet, closed hy the late triumph of the demooraoy, which eAaced the disaster of 18i0. It has been the mitfbrtuiie 
of the Oiobe, in suttaininy the utrong administration of Gen. Jackson— the uDComproroisiny administration of Mr. 
Van Buren and in op|iosing the abuses of Mr. Tyler's administration, to make enemies of tome who united with 
the democracy in its Inst strui;gle. Tiie interest «f the cante requires that all who contributed to the election of 
the present Chief Magistrate tfaotild eontiooe lo give their tupporu It is the gottd fortune of the eonduotor of the 
Dew official onsnn. [Thomas Ritchie] not to hare offended any portion of those whose adhesion to the fiaity is ne- 
cessary to its safety and success. We have unbounded confidunoa-lii t).e ability, tntegrity, and patriotism of the 
man who it now to preside over the establishment, and thai) eoosider ounelvet amply contpencateo fur the saerifie« 
we are now eallod on to make, if our antiei|iat>oni of the continued union and success of^ the democracy shall bo 
realirad b\' the official journal, under its new name aod new auspices. We cannot express our gratitude to the dv 
mocracy. to which we owe every thing. F. P. BLA IK, JOHN C. RIVES. 

Next dtr, the Ohbe remarkt, that ** Fortunately there it nothing of. moment at this time to call into reooitition 
the enervy of the or^fan ofdemoeracv at Wathin«(ton.** When, or ra what tn>4aaee, during 15 years, did Blair and 
' bit in^aa display mueh eoerffv, except when battling for the tpoih, or fighUog in the eanse of facUon, regardlese 
of manly freedom, or free institutions 1 Ritchie. Bkiir's successor, was quite animuied wlien abusing me for shew- 
ing the peuplo. on the best of evidence, the hollow-hearted rottenness of Van Bureu, Cambreleng, Butler, and their 
plunder ns; associates 

president Tvler*t tkmrf was like Rttehie*t; he hMtructed Mr. Ilobbic. BepL SB, 1841. that ''the appointment to, 
and continuanee in the office of iMittmattar of any one editing a political oewsimper, it, in the highest degree, ob- 
JecUonuble. It iovnlves most of ttia conteqnencet ahme sUted— introduces noliiics into the post office — diminishes 
the revenues and confers privileges on one editor which all cannot, enjoy. In a wonl. it it my fixed purpose, as fiir 
as in me lies, to separate the Pott OflBce Department from politiea, and brine About that reforai which the conntry 
ha* to londif d wn and e d." Mr. Tyltr, U^a Mr. iUtohlB, dM o<A«ci up W thMt priucipkt» but in coatradicnoo of 
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JVmA hUrodueet to Smartwout for an Amiatont Caokier, kio Htkmt Comoin, PkiUipo, wko wm 
ofttrwmrdo pnooeuUd for taking $WiJWO, or oo, from Uncle Ssm'o TUl. 
[No. 180.] M. M. Noah to Major Swartwoat, Hoboken.— New Yoek, March 31, 

1629.— My Dear Sir: I mentioaed to you that Mr. Joahna and Aaron N. Philti|M hare been 
many years in the Cuatoma. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT DESKS, and THEIR CAPA- 
CITT and thorough knowledge of the buaineas ia excelled by none in tha department. In fai- 
trodncing them to your friendly notice I can only aasnre yon that their experience and atletttioa 
io their duties, will be useful to you and serviceable to the revenue, and that THEY MERIT 
BY THEIR INTEGRITY YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE. i 

Truly youiB, M. M. NOAH. 

Van Buren eomplaino ^f hio friend Hoyfs karohneoo and rudeneoo — * he eioU or I*U cut tie 
eonnoxunC — take office and aek no queotiono — Mr, H il U Van Buren and Jackaon imderotood 
eack other. 
[No. 181.] Secretary Van Buren to Jease Hoyt, New York. (Private.) 
E^LSBiircTON, April 13, 1829. — Dear Sir: I never expected to see the day when 1 should be 
constrained, as I now am, to address you in the language of complaint. Nothing but my strong 
conviction of the extent and sinceriiy of your friendship could sustain me in resisting the belief 
that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged in the most intricate 
and important aflbirs, which are new to me, and upon the successful conduct of which my repo- 
tatioa as well aa the interests of the cotmiry depend, aiyl which keep ma occupied from early in 
the' morning, until late at night, and can you think it kind or just to hanaas me under such cir- 
cumstances with letters, which no man of common sensibility can read without pain T Your 
letter to me at New York contained many truths, for which I was thankful, and reflections 
which I thought just, hut the whole were expressed in terms so harsh,not tooafnide,ao to 
distress me exceedingly, I have scA-cely recovered from the efiect of so great an error in jo(^- 
ment, to say nothing dss, when I am favored with another epistle from you, still transcending 
its predecessor in its most objectionable features. I must be plain with you. I have all my 
life fat least since I have known you,) cheriahed the kindest solicitude for your welfaie,and 
have manifested at least my good will towards you, and should be extremely sorry to have ooca. 
aion to change those feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms npom 
which you have seen Jit to place tmr intercourse are as inadmissahle. It grieves me exceedingly, 
more than you imagine, to be obliged to say so. When I was favored with your epistle in New 
York, I had just returned from an interview with Mr. Bowne, in which I had made your im- 
mediate appointment as District Attorney, a point that could be no longer delayed. I have since 
had an increased desire to see it done, have taken steps to effect it, and with the mail that 
brings your accusatory letter, I have information that it shall be done ; but that you are hesitating 
whether you will accept it or not. - I^et me advise you without giving my reason why, to do so. 
The story you tell [the word iUegikUy] as coming from Mr. Hills (a man who, if I know him, 
is without the slightest consideration in society) about the Preaidenl's great confidence in Mr. 
Berrien, and little In me, is the veriest stuff that could be conceived. The repetition of aodi 
idle gossip constrains me to say, what I am almost ashamed to do, that I have found the Presi- 
dent aflectionate, confidential, and kind to the laat degree ; and that I am entirely aatisfied that 
the)« IB no degree of good feeling or confidence which ha does not entertain for roe. He has, 
however, his own wishes and favorite views upon points which it is not my province to^attempt 
controul. Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respects it ; and will in the end 
satSsfy ail of the purity of his views and intentioaa. I have not time to add another word. 

Your friend and htmible servant in extreme haste, M. V. BUREN. 

Office Beggars rehuked^Hints to Hoyt about ombexssUng other peofi^o cask, 
[No. 183.] Secretary Ingham to Jease Hoyt, at New York. 

WisHnroTQV, 14th April, 1899.^-Dear Sir : Your favor is duly received, but you must per. 
mit me to say in great soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot be founded in sober 
judgment, and ought never to be made the cause of action on the part of an administration, who 
are bound to consult, in great soberness, the great interesta of the conntiy, and not the feverish 
feeling even of the best of frieuds, for which no reason can be giitcn. Ii thare were an enemy 
menacing your good city with desolation, that would be a good reason for axeitement, or if it 
woo known that your Collector was embezzling the public money, or corrupting the Community 
jiy official abuses, there would he good excuse ; but really for so many wise men aa we claim 
among our friends in New York to suffer themaelvea to be put into kysterie spasms because of 
the continuance of Mr. Thompson to collect the duties a few days or weeks longer, orokorter, 
is reaUy matter of surprise^^nd if it indicates anything for consideration here, it is, that it 
would bte better to let the Fever evaporate beforo we throw in any more stimulants. I am sors 
that sedativM are better adapted to auch ft condition ihan My other pfescription— but to be non 
atnoM^my dear air, let me tell yon that there is a viM mass of selfiah inteteet at wofk itoot4 



<TOtF MABB Mt WHAT I AM/ SAID VAN^S POOB, BPATINBD TBOOPIB* dlT 

ta excite jealouriee among tu here, and produce dietraction, by which some may ride into effioe 
on one hobby, some on another, while we are endeavoring to stand unmoved by those ruffling 
paiaaions, and by harmonious action, to keep the ship steady on ber course — and I should hope 
there was soberness enough among you to resist the impotence of expectants, until their vidn 
hopes shall yield to reason and common sense. There is, moreover, you must know an Im- 
mense mass of severe and constant labor to be performed by the officers of the government, and 
raach more severe to those who come newly into office. These duties cannot be postponed, and 
I do assure you that / am compelled daily toJiU away long Hsu tf reeommendation$, Ifc, witi- 
9Ut rtadmg them, although I work 18 hmrt of the d4, wth all my dUigenee, The appoint- 
ments eon be postponed— other matters cannot— and it was one of the prominent errors of the 
late administration, that they suffered many important public interests to be neglected, while 
they were cruizing about to secure or buy up partlzana This too must not do, and faenee it is 
only at intervals, ** few and far between," that we can 6nd a moment's time to consider appoint, 
ments. Then let ns come to New York. Our Mends there have settled down on about two of 
the appointments, but you are wholly unsettled as to the Collectonhip ; and I believe as to D. A., 
and yet such impatience ! Why, sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almost said, 
ablest friends in Baltimore, left here on tho 6th Mareh, leaving Us imprecation behind him, be. 
cause he was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and beeasae we had not removed aU 
the Administration Inspectore, not oqe of whom could have been known here, and of whom they 
have not yet accurately informed me. He has since come to his senses— lAe inoptetero an 
ehujiff romeited, and matters are getting right there. Boston, too, has been in a fever, where oar 
friends were ao strong, that they have divided into two parties. Providence, too, has had a fer. 
ment, where we had 79 votes, all told. There has also been the same at Little ESgg Haibonr, 
where we had JhB votes ! These mattera proceed from the morbid parts of our system-^hiit 
nolhliig can sink deep which is not fomided in something rational and subsuntial. Are yea not 
wearied with my long letter t I am. It is the most lengthy epistle I have written, since • I was 
dubbed seeretaiy— and despair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least. 

Yours, truly, 8. D. INGHAM. 



BoytUlU Van Burtn how he had oerved him^-Xo annoyed at having hie ' literary property ' eneer. 

ed at aerudeneaa — is Van BuTen*spufiSlr—x>ery dieinterested — no sycophant or intriguer — the 

Vice Chancellor's office part of the spoils — Why Butler and Hoyt were obnoxious^JRoyi 

pfoffz himself-^doum with Duer. 

[No. 183.]. Jesse Hoyt to Secretary Van Bnren, at Washington. New York, April 34| 
1829. Dear Sir : I received your letter of the 13, on Monday morning last at Albany, and 
•officiant time has elapsed I think to enable me to answer it without indulging in those feelings 
its perusal naturally gave rise to. I have not now and at no time have I had any ** settled pur- 
pose to quarrel with you," for I have too often quarreled for you, to be at this time willing to 
quarrel with you. It would be extremely humiUating to be obleecZged to admit, that in all my 
intercourse with you I had not sufficient sagacity to understand your character ; and it would 
be no less mortifying to liave cause to unsay all I have said for Uie last 12 yeara, calculated to 
advance your reputation as a man, and your INTE2GRITY as a politician. When I firatcame 
to this city to live, yoiur democratic adherents were not numerous — and without any vanity I 
>nsy say that my exertions tended to increase the number — and until I have been found guilty 
^ some overt act in derogation of my former conduct,! question with great respect your right to 
niske the insinuation your letter seems to convey. 

As I am not favored with a bill of particulars of my *' indiscretions," *' error of judgment," dtc. 
^.i I am deprived of the power of explanation, but if the plain truth, spoken in a plain way, 
y^ndera " an intercourse inadmiasable,*' then am I tpntent to be cnt off from the world and the 
triends I have hitherto been ardently attached to. 

Every idea I conveyed m the letter you received from me whUe here vtbxb conveyed more in 
reference to your interest than my own, and- the language in which they were clothed I suppos- 
ed Would have been sufficiently softened by the reservation I made at the close of the letter — sit 
uisst to ftuch an extent as would have protected me from the charge " of rudeness," which always 
detracts from the gentlemanly deportment I am most anxious to preserve. The political senti- 
ment of that letter I still adhere to. My political sentiments I inherited from a " long line of 
ancestors'* (such as they were,) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AM MAINLY INDEBT- 
^D TO You FOR, and the principles I imbibed from birth as well as education cannot be 
Radicated at this time of life. I.HAVE NOT MADE POLITICS A MATTER OF DOL- 
LARS AND CENTS. NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO PARTY WITH THE HOPE OF 
GAIN, but I have labored in them under your immediate auspices for 12 years leith the leading 
^^toe to serve you, but against the advice of many powerful business friends. During this 
^e you have met with occasional reverses, and I beUeve my 6detity and faithfuhiess, and even 
*^me degree of efficiency to you, were never questioned by any one— nor am I aware of having 
•nni^d gpy dispoMtionto shrink fiwn the emssqueftceg of advenity which nttended yon. II 



8M Tsi saw AND pigsp— fivcTioif wwon woaovT ! 

perrlwnce T sboold now fail to poor out heartlefs adulatkni len copiousl7 than sfoopfaants tod 
tnirt^fm* wjio have the good fortune to surround yourpenon at this time, i< moy he a jugt grouiMt 
"for leiiiog me down the wind a pr«'y to fortune/' I bsve no ambition to be in the train of 
great men, if I am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in expressing an honest 
opinion. I frankly admit 1 wrote the letter referred to under some excitement. I was assured , 
by Mr. Duer's friends, that you had prooiiaed to sustain fwn. My conversation with you at AU 
bany led me to the same conclusion. I Had that morning received information from Albany 
that you had spoken to Governor Tbipop, at the request and in behalf of Judge Duer, for Vice- 
chancellor. If this was not enough to Justify plain dealing from one who had given some proofr 
of devotion to you, and who felt the great interest you bad at stake, I am at a loss to know 
what would have been. / know the setiee of your partizane im reloHon to theee men, and I 
know a more indiscreet measure you could not have adopted, if you desired to retain your pow- 
er and influence with the party to which you have acknowledged obligations. 

Aa I wrote that letter my confidential clerk copied the sheets (I kept a copy without reading 
over the oriarinal or even the eopy before I got to Albany) for the purpose of enabling me teahcw 
it to Mr. Butler. I did so, and he remarked that it was all right, and he was glad I wrote it. 
He said the ideas were very strongly expressed hot the reservation I refer to rendered that hann- 
leAS in fioint of language, and I must therefore confess I was surprised to find that the charac- 
ter of the language I used had funnd its way to your ** Sensibility," or that you could for one 
moment consider me guilty of ** rudeness.*' As to the other letter, I am equally surprised at 
the exception. If these were considered exceptionable, then I fear the one I wrote covering one to 
Mr* Hamilton would be deemed still more sa I had reason to be dissatisfied with Mr. Hamilton 
for having misled me in his letter early ii^ March. I may have written the last leUer vnder tba 
influence of that feeling. When I tell you, however, that I meant nothing inconsistent with my 
former relation to you, and ihat I ehaU not hereafter obtrude either m9 opiniont or odniee vp&n 
you in reltUion to any mk^ectt I ahould hope I had made satisfactory atonement. I an per- 
fectly aware of the responsibility of your situation* and God knows there is no man living that 
would be more gratified than I should to have you acquit yourself with reputation. I am very 
much ohle^dged to you for your interference with Mr. Bowne. I shall not get that place, and 
I can tell you how I was kept out of it. Mr. Maxwell, when he got alarmed, goea to Judge 
Hoflman and tells him he was to be removed, and that his 8on,Ogden,had better Ve a candidate 
for the office. Mr. Bowne tells Hiker, confidentially, and he tells an Alderman that you would 
be pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear of HoflTman, and he goes to all the Clin- 

tonian Aldermen, . . . . of the 4ih and 8th wards, &C. &>c., and insinuates this idea 

to them, and with all the adroittiess peculiar to that family, rakes up old prejudiced, enlists Doer, 
who is attached to young Hoffman, with all the coodies, high minded, and Clintoniani*, and I 
was defeated. Duer was in the thickest of this. No Clintonian in the Legtstatore voted for 
Butter, save one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. We had become obnoxioue 
for our services in the cause of another leader. There is not old staunch democracy enough m 
the Common Council to elect me. It is not then surprising that my inveteracy to that concern, 
coodies, high minded and alt, should be as strong as it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the ssme 
game that Maxwell played on Wednesday (James Campbell authorised me to say so) — he went 
to Judge Hoffman and told him that he had such information as satisfied him that he would he 
removed, and that he did not know why his son Ogden should not he appointed. Mr. Doer hid 
then been informed that Mr. Hamilton had the option to take the office. He told me on Toes. 
day that Mr. Hamilton could not take it, for on that subject he was "Committted on pa|)er." 
Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on Monday, at Albany. After this Mr. Dner goes to Judge 
Hoffman, and, with what motive -it ia not difBcnlt to divine. 

I did sf a'e to Mr. Bownp thnt. a" things now tiooS, I could not Sa?cept the ofl^ce of Attorney for 
this County, nor can I if it could h«* given me, after what I write you, with any decree of honor. 
I informed the gentlemen who were instrumental in getting up a eancua here on Saturday snd 
W^dnesflav last, (which, by the hye, were perfect abortions.) that T had no expectations of Mr. 
Duer's office, for I kn*>w from the beginning if you loere not for me it was idle to say any thing 
on the subject : and I need not sav that I have not been promised any aid from you, thongh I 
thought then and now think t had stmnsr claims on you as a party man and a perfional friend — 
and snrh T underrake to say is the universal sen'iment of every br»dv here, of all parties who have 
witnessed my exertions to sustain >ou agamst the infamous attacks of your enemies. More 
than 20 ieadiner men here tendered their names and among the rest Mr. J. C H«milton : vour 
silence induced me to decline the proffer. I HAVE NO INHERENT LOVE OF OFTTrE, 
and f have not therefore studied disrretjon or weieh^d pTononris and sdvi rbs in my letters to 
**Constituiion''l advisers'* and advisers not ponst'tnMonal st Washinerton. I know tbe ttagt 
BXTF,NT of my preiensinnn^ mvsrrvire*, c/atm*, CAPACITY, tfi?d POWER — thpy are small and 
inconsideraWe — But when all or any rf rhem — 'hall not he pr perly respected by those whom T 
think oosbt to respect them, T should he unwiUinff to submit in silence without being aiarmed 
at any fate ibatmi^ht await me. Folitical, fideUty^ wUirin$ industry ^nd perseurtnce will 
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OM day or other find their Talue in the political market. Tkue pimUiiea I claim to pouetB, and 
wiillh 1 4mm inpoftaot iagivdienta in foimiBg and which neariy make ap a capital, on wldcli 



one can ooflamjsacd businefa on his own account. It wonld griave me aa mneh and infialiaiy 
more than it poeaibly coald you tp be under the neceesity of differing so far aa to lead to a sever- 
ance of that fiiendahip which I know has existed. You have the power to make me District 
Attorney, but I could not sufficiently abhor myself if I was ** to quarrel with you'* for omitting 
to do it. Yet if Mr. Duer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I should do vio- 
lence to the piineiplcs you have taught me not to be dissatisfied ; and 1 do not think your nature 
is so much changed as that you wotdd require me to withhold the expression of tliat diasatisfac- 
Hon. Lorenzo tells me I had better abandon all ideas of political prefermei^ till the ooodiea 
and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps he is right. I have said all I have to 
say, and perhape more than I should have said» but the ground upon which yanr tatter places 
as seemed to require equal candor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise the fisict that mr 
feftUngs were such toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which 
you were to dispense your political power, and to he informed frankly whttker it tooa tifediemi 
to ofk for ikepUfie of an obnoxinuo incumbent. The confidence I should have reposed in your 
friendly advice,' which I thought myself entitled to, but which was withheld, would have satisfied 
me, whatever it might have ^en. Your total silence on this subject, with the apprehension at- 
tending it, led to the anxiety to be informed whether your friends and enemies were to be put 
in, katcb-potch, without any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, and which could never 
be ladooed to a reasonable consistence. It was not inconsistent with my regard for you to point 
to Ilia ^nger of such a course : whether I have by so doing forfeited your confidence is a matter 
somawhat leasened in importance to me, from a conviction of the purity of toy motives. 

Yet, as lever have been, Your friend, J. HOYT. 



[No. I84-] MovenMe Offices diopenoed in payment of PoUtiealoermeeo^f^r 
uphold needy famtlieo^ tie. — a Frimitwe Jaekoon-num i 
New York, 28 April, 1829.— To the Collector of the Port of New York^— Sir : The hearer, 
Mr. Benj. C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY ENGAGED IN OUR LATB CONTEST and 
deoerveo the appoinllmiont he ooiieite, wUch I nnderstand to be that of. an Inspector. 

I am, ice, C. C. CAMBRELENO. 



"New Yoik. 30 April, 1829.— The collector of the Port of New York.— Sir: Mr. J« 
Maurice, AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN, desires a atation in our Custom House, 
and ia worthy of THE. PATRON AGE of the government. C. C. CAMBRELENO. 

Mr. Maurice is a Republican of the old school, and a warm and devoted friend to Gen. 
Jackson. JER0MU3 JOHNSON— JOHN HILLYER— M. M. ^OAH." 

Here is another wonderful docimient— 
New York, April 29th 1829. To S. Swartwout, Esq. Wb the undersigned dao recommend 
Abrahani Meaerole, as a very ouitable peroon for one of the Custom House Inspectors, end would 
sladlv se him appointed, knowing htm too aUwayo having been a warm supporter of Gen*l. 
Jackson. M. M. NOAH, H. ECKFORD, WM. 8. COE, JEREMIAH DODGE, JERO. 
MUS JOHNSON." 

ImoedUtely below this, is the following nun and coiioua reqneat, on the aaiiM ekeet and 

M 0ear Sir — ^When yon have leosure, and take up the numerous snpticationa*for oflieea in tffia 
Custom hiiuse department, I mike this memorandsoi FOR FEAR IT MAY ESCAPE YOUR 
MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESBROLE IS A NEPHEW OF MINE. His 
brother Bernard the Alderman of the lOth Ward, waa a candidate for the office 1 fill, supported 
bv a strone petition of Jackson's frienda— would mke it as a particular fiivor, O* IF THERE 
IS A VACANCY AFTER REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES. XP «f yw would zhe 
him a oonmussion. Yours truly, JEROMUS JOHNSON. 

[No. 185.] C. C. Cambreleiig to Collector Swartwout, Nbw York, 28 April* 1829.— Sir: 
Mr Jacob L. Dickenson is, I understand, an applicant for the office of Inspector. Mr. D. hat 
teeii one of our moot uniform repubUcano, AND WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS ZBAL 
AND ACTIVITY IN OUR LATE CONTEST. No man de^erveo more than he doee tbm 
TkrtottAm OP HIS PA»Tr. C. C. C AMBRELENG. 

To Samuel Gouvemeur, Postmaster, N. Y- — ^Dkar Sir : The bearer, Mr. Whaley, la the gen- 
tlenan I ap(»ke to you aboat yesterday— HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wnnta 
an appotntment in the Custom HonM. You will confer a particnlnr favor on me bv crivina him 
gfewlUMtfifTocaAuiieiidAtiaitoMr.ewartww M. M. ftUAOTENMM. 



no THB CtAVB im f—h^B TMT~W1880K, A JAeiSON-NAN ! 

M«a. rHandwritiM of S. Swartwout.)—*' Atoiander WWcy k irtwn^y woMBHirt^ bf 
Mr^ M ^nl^k JSi. HeiB^U0iim^dtoFurd9:> [Wimlcy got $UOO*ywr.l 

lohn Morris, " an ardent and capable politician." applied for his share of the spoils to CoUw- 
lor Swartwout, in 1831, immediately after the close of his (Morris's) political cxerUons at tho 
m election of that year. He was recommended by the signatures of John Yates Cebrm, Darnel 
Jaduon. C. P. White, Chas. Henry Hall, Walter Bownfc, and Jcroraus Johnson. Aldennan Cebia 
wtote h» friend Swartwout as follow- : « New York, Not. 21. 1831 —Mr. Motris h" for ^^ 
111 years been one of our most active and efficient Jackson republicans in the first ward^-«a« 
Itnoio ACTIVELY AND ZEALOUSLY engaged wilh us." 

(No, 186.1 Waiiam M. Price, to Samuel Swartwout, Collector, N. Y. March 30, 1829.— 
My Dotr Sir : Alderman Dickenson of the 15th Ward w one of the mumitivb JackMn wea-t. 
H« is an upright, worthy fellow, and is withal very poor. He is an applicant for an Inspectors 
piMe, ud i believe tie appointment would be generally well received. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ «ot/.b» 

Yours truly, WILLIAM M. rKIl/lii. 

[No. 187.] Silas M. Stilwell. to Collector Swartwout, N. Y. 

Hew York, 29 April, 1829.— Sir : I apply on behalf of Stephen Stilwell for one of the im- 
der offices in your gift — designate the one you sec proper. I stand responsible for higoap^Uliqr. 
He is one of the old residenters of this city, and as deserving as any in it— a thorough democimt 
of W, and A JACKSON REFORMER from the beginning of the contest—a prisoner in tbs 
Revohttion— wealthy in 1800 piod 1814— now without property, but always honorable— and 
•aqaal to any butsness attached to the duties of a Custom House officer. Until your peipl^ng 
■eason is over I expect not to see you — but rest assured, under all circum$tance8, of my una- 
baled d«voiion and esteem. S. M. STILWELL. 

[Rbhaek.— Stephan went into office, at $1095 a year, in due course.] 

/. Oakley, Swmfwfufw $ecurity^ sndorsst Me too notmou$ George A. Wa$»n. 
[No. 188.) J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, Collector of Customs. 2 Cedar St. 

'* April 28; 1829.— Dear Sir: There is a very deserving man by the name of George A. 
Wmboo a measurer attached to the public store. I do not know that he would, under any dr- 
emMtanoeB, be removed, as I understand he has been a Jackson-man, and was appeioted 
thnnigh the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Pittsburg, who is his friend. As it is a matter of great 
importance to him, however, he hss requested me to speak to you on the subject. I wish yoo 
woold have the goodness, il his removal is contemplated, to let me see you. Yours truly, 

J. OAKLEY. 
P. 8. Peimit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my Regard for your coi&ibrt, that you had 
better make the removals and appointments which yon contemplate, at once. If you do net, 
then will not be as much of you left in a few days as there was of the Kilkenny Cats." 

[No* 189.] Commodore Iwac Chauncey to Cof lector Swartwout — A. very good oaUor endoneo a 

very bad note. 
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, May 1, 1829.— Dear Sir : Allow me to introduce to your notios, Mr* 
George A. Wasson, who was appointed by Mr. [Jonathan] Thompson as inspector of the Cos- 
tome, last Summer, partly by my solicitation. Mr* Wasson is a worthy man, in whose weHsrs 
I £m1 mach interest ; and is the individual that I spoke to you about some time since. He will 
lelato to yon his situation and wishes. If you oan continue him in office yowwUl not oalf 
MTVS a tportky man BUT RETAIN A GOOD OFFICER, and confer a personal favor upon, 

Dear Sir. your faithful friend, I. CHAUNCEY. 

{No. 190.] Jacob Barker, New York, to Lorenso Hoyt, Albany. 

Nbw York. 1st May, 1890. — Dear Sir: Yoo have herewith recommendation of sundry pet. 

BODS intezY<sted in the Bsnk of Washington and Warren. If Mr. Sherman should be aeloelsd, 

be will give Alderman Gideon Lee and John R. Medley, Esqs., as security — they are highly re- 

spectabla aad leaponsible men. Alderman Lee is very rich. The names of some stockholdcn 



t DiekaiiMMi*s e«9S is another illostration of the dishonest tystem ofaelectin^ revenue officers becaune of their po- 
Ktiecl opioiom, and payiog them for their profession of the prioeiplet, or their adherence to the men, that preve 
■aeeenfu). Dickenson writes Swartwout, March 30, 1R39 vhefore it was even known publicly that he would be 
eoilectorj " In principle and soul I am, thonk God, Jackson, and take inme little credit for bein^ a primitiTS 
one.** ^lattlMw L. Davis writes Swartwout, three days after, " He is a democrnt, and supported the electoral tiektt 
that volrd for General Jackson.*' Aldetman Opwan writes and tells 8>vsrtwout, that " on the score of Jaeksoni*fli be 
hat strons claims, as be was one of the flrtt Jackson Committee ever formed in this city.** Mr. Samael Townaisd 
aasores him that Dtckenson '• has for a lone lime been a strenuous supporter of the roan who now sways the deOaaies 
of tlis American people.** Mr. Jens Oane/ oertilies that D. " is one of the original Jackson meiH-not of dif 

sitf«)t||b««>" .■ 
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bnt M m qaMtton of liability will uite from ^e peculiar pbnwol«igy of 
tha act of iacoiporatioa, I think it would be vary onwiaa to appoint any party intereated, thi|«* 
km I bopa ibat Mr. I^alhiop or ftft* Sbanan will be appointed, or both of them. 

YoQia uaoeiely, JACOB BARKEE. 



CoL J)€€a1urt a worthlut asfidmljuit^ie* Clmton** eomitmnrnti^n of hi§ eanduet. 
[No. 191.] Col. Juhn Decatur to Collector Swartwout. 

PoBxaMoOTB, Maf^ 4, 189S.-«-Dear Sir : Thia will be handed to yon by my partjoolar friendt 
Mr. John Bhint, lately a reaident of thia town. In making yon aeqoaiated with Mr. Biimt, I 
take mooh pleaaore. Ha ia a gentleman who ha« been extensively engaged in busineas in thia 
pl«Mi| wad in my official dntieav aa late Naval Store Keeper, have been daily engagad with him 
in meroaotifta tmnnctioni. For a n^pnber of yaara Mr. Blnnt baa enpplied oar Navy Yard, aad 
I have at aU tinaa fiwnd him prompt, eneigetic» and faithful in the peiibrmance of hia contraMi ; 
and wAaie it poaaifaia for Mr. B. to reaide with us, I know of no man whoni I would aoooar aa- 
lect to the firat office in my gift. For the loot four yeora ht kao activeiif and openl^f adooeotod 
tko aiiaaaiaa/ oiir preoomi wortkif okUf mogiotrato, and the reputation maintained by Mr. Blnaft 
haa been auch in thia aaction of the country, that we trust hia talenta have not been engaged an. 
succeasfiiUy. Shouhl it be neoeaaary to have on oooistoni editor, to aid Mr. Noah in hoarding 
of the malifnont ohafto of tho eoaUtion pttrtif, which toill be made as foa, ta oonoequomoo t»f tj|a - 
fanarai omoep wAteA /praaaffM you inUnd la make in yovr offieo, I know of no mora anitable 
man than this said Cod of mine, and 1 therefore reqaeai that you wUl add one more obligatioa I 
km already under^ 6y giatng Aim an appointmoni ia the Custom Uomoe* 

Yoma with eateem and affecaon, DECATUR. 

[Rnaius. — Cd. Jdm P. Decatur, whom Gov. Clinton had exhibited to the world, aa very dla- 
gracefully interfering ia State electicgne aome yaaia before at Brookljm, and who figuied diarepn. 
tably in the Chemical Bank trial, waa appointed by General Jackson, Collector of Portainoath« 
N. U., in April, 1898. In May, he wrote to hia friend Swartwout as above. Jackaon and Vaa 
Boran'a advam to power, waa fortunate for jockiea, jugglers, gamblem and blacklegs.] 

WM and the Cowrier—Flagg, Wright and Croowett—an Editor in leading oiringo to tho 
Wire Ptdiero of Tammang-^Wkatmn I to do T^ButUr and Ttkbeto^MakiMg termo with 
tho JfVaat. 

[Three lettaia— Jamea Gordon Bennett to Jeaae Hoyt, N. Y.] 
rNo. IM.] PmLantLnna, 7th June, 1899.>-Dear Sir : When I Brst contemplated leav- 
ing New York a few days, 1 pronUaed to write you occasionally. Of course I consider the pro- 
miae still good. I have been part of three days here, and have mixed a good deal with the lead- 
ing Jackaon man. They received the account of the Union af the Enquirer and the Goarier with 
< mtar astonishment.' So they told me in e xp r e s s terms. Tbey cannot conceive how the parQr 
in New York can repeae confidence in Mr. Webb. Such is the aentiment here. I ahali wiiio 
yoa again from Wariiington. In the meantime, will you do all yon can about the paper 7 Spar 
np Bntlar for he wants it. I am. Dear Sir, yonia truly, JAMBS G. BENNETT. 

[No. 193.] WjUBHiNOTOif, 11 June, 1889. — Dear sir: I arrived here the day before yaa. 
terday. I called on Mr. Van Baren atid Mr. Ingham. They are both in &vor of the new Dem- 
ocratic paper or the old one renovated. The feeling against the coalition runs about as strong 
heie aa in New York. iTiey knew it would be corrected by the public men in New York. 
Major Moore of Kentucky ia here. He brings accounta from the west that some movenKiiia 
art making of a corioaa nature between Judge McLean (late poatmaster) and Mr. Clsy. • * 

J. 6. BENNETT. 
[No. 194.] AtBAifT, 30th July, 18S9.^Dear Sir : Since I arrived here I have seen oar 
frianda in the Argue office and State department — I mean M^or Flagg, Mr. Wright, and Mr. 
Croawell. They are very friendly, but they aay they have heard lltde of our local matteia in 
New York, conaequent on the aale of the Enquirer, with the exception of a paaaing remark from 
Mr. Cambreleng, as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the highest taraia 
of Mr. Bamum, and asaure me that he is every way capable for the position in New York. I 
am sorely pozaled to know what to do. Although our friends here think it a very favorable op- 
portunity to aurt a new paper, yet they think it a very hazardoua experiment They told me 
to-day that if the party had the control of the political conne of the Courier and Enquirer, it 
irottld be more eligible than a new paper. This they think could be done by placing an editor 
there andier the auopieeo of the General Committee — an Editor who would take care of the In- 
teresta of the purff and its friendo. They are afraid that the political patronage is not sdffi- 
cieht for the aupport of a new paper, and they are df opinion that a journal which now eivoya all 
anch patrtmage as the Courier and ESnqnirer ought to give up its columns to a political Editor 
appointed by the General Gommitfee. I wish fcn oould get me out of these contradictory viawa 
and opiiiioDa. If yoaand Mr.OAKL£Y,and Mr. CODDINGTON/mmT a inr ^dMifMr 
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ftiriidieoaM jettfe vAcf cMM^ JtAcS ta&e j»reewM to my retimi J IX) NOT CARE '^^ 
IS — iaftoil «dbp< tl— I know it will be a proper comae. WMdi is tl^ best nMl chMpeM flioAl' ^ 
of exprcnng the Tiewe of the perty ? A new or sn old F«per. J tkmll he trngmtimit for tictiM 
«Ae» / retmrm. Now is the time to sow (he seed. This is the flpring oTpoHtics. T^ biidi>^ 
are becinning to sing. I cannot iveiBt those influences, and if yoo set yoiuaelf to work, I know 
yom can accomplish the matter to a T. Do not eall me a heretic, and a trifjf ling fellow, because 
I have spoken tbus much of C. and E. Ifithe heretft tkemmmdemkie^ wuui kead^qmartert he 
m m hmd loof . 

Oa the ersoiBg before I left New Toik« I icoei^ed a letter infemivg obo that the Hsikld in- 
teodcd K» paUish on Sacotday morning laat this—*' The last raUying paint of the Repablkaa 
Fany baa been sarreoderMl, by tbe parduMe by the Courier of the servioss and pssapacte of ths 
gentJaman who waa to have pnbliabed the N. Y. Stale Enquirer, Ac 4m. Iba.** 1 went- to the 
offiDS of the Herald and told them it waa untme, and Ibibid iia poblkatiBii. Saawdsa will tsD 
yoa the whole story. It appears that Momford went to tbe HerakI aad tsM thaan the story. 
Ton eaa aee m this the finger of oar friend BUTLER and Elijdia Hbbeta probably, who wamta 
■laka as moch mischief ss possible. I hope old Kmg C&mau will leBember tliem. I shall 
write aoihing for the C. and E. daring my tour— <Aaf fsa refmemed m db. Tell Mr. Oakley 
that my next letter 1 ahall write to him probably from the Spring*. 

I am. Dear Sir, yoma tnily, JAMES 6. BENNETT. 

F. 8.— «If yOQ have any tking to say particnlariy in the coarse of this week write to Baliak> to ' 
me. Mr. Oroawell thinks that under present circomstanees the Repabfiean General Comroities 
can maka their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Would not a private maating of our fifiendi 
CO the subject be a good fint atep 7 

Fca Buren disclaims all kmowUdge of the revolutwmary itttentiom msenhed to Muiouae. 
[No. 194a] Daniel Brent, to W. L. Mackenzie, Yorit, U. C. 

DepaitoHBt of State, Wasvdiotoii, 28th July, 1830. Sir: Year' letter af the fiiat of thia 
msmh to tbe Seeietery on the aulgectof an article which appeared aone time ago in the ootnmna 
cf the New York Conner and Enquirer, and has since been re.pablished in odier poMIc jooiw 
mds, both of Canada and the United States, with additional innoeodos and particulaxa, was re- 
eeiYed on the 18th instant at thia ofiioe, daring his absenee ; hot I lost no time in eommnniea- 
ting tta contents te bim. Tbe object of the article or articles referred to is, to indicate a visit to 
the United Stales and to this capital daring the last aummer, as connected with some refoTation* 
ary movement in the Canadaa* in relation to wkkrh yoor agency was copk^yed with tbe Fede. 
lal Oaterament ; and you call upon the Secretary in his offidai capacity poaitively aad 4iecldad- 
ly ta eootndict it. 

1 have, aceofdingly,iast received a letter from Mr. Van Baren, the Sceretaryv dated at Albany, 
4ie S3d of dHS month, expreasly autborising me to deny ail knowledge of, or belief, on his part, in 
the diteftcc iaipated to you, as I now have the honor of doing, and to state moreover, that be baa 
not tke amallest gimind for believing, that yoar visit had anything political for ite ol^ect. He 
diricte me aba to add, that if tbe President were ooi Hkewiae abaent fnrni the aaat af Oavero* 
ment he ia well persuaded be would readil'y ooocar in the dedantion which I have ihoa had the ho- 
nor €£ making in b» behalf. I am, dte, DANIS:L BRENT, Chief CUrk. 

SUs K Burrows and his sehemes-^Swartwoui puffs him to Generol Jaekson^tf wham he WM 
long an adviser hy the back stairs — Silas wants his Consul at Paaaaw, l(s» 
[Nflb 194, h.] Goliector Swartwont to General Andrew Jackson. 

Nbw York, 15th Angnat, 1829. Dear Sir: The aocompanying letter has jnat been hinded 
to ma by the eoterpriMng and intelligent writer of it, with a request that I would forward it te 
yoa. Mr. Burrows has not his equal, in our City, for commercial enterpriae. Yon will readily 
peTCoive on perusiag his communication, tbe extent and utility of the proposed line of commani- 
cation between diflerent and very distant parts of South America. It is reaUy surprising that a 
gentieman, siiuile handed and without tbe aid of the Government, ahodd have projected and 
actually carried into execution, soch an extensive and very imporunt operation. But bia zeal ia 
not aorpaaaed by his perfect independence of character. It waa intimated to bim a year ar two 
agOi that Govemment felt ao deep an interest in this afiair, that they would be willing to contri. 
bute largely tnwarda its completion, bat Mr. Burrows, being a gentUnnan of fortune and great 
pride of feeling, aaid NO. He preferred the whole expence and the whole credit af it, and he 
will not awerve from that determination. All the aid he requires frttm Government, is the ap« 
pointment of Mr. Everet aa Conaul at Panama, where there never was one before, and where 
theta aiv no Americana reaiding at present. This appointment ia important to him, for thn ain- 
^ r a a a on , that be knowa that hia commercial agent, if clothed with conaular dignity andaathoriQr* 
will be more rpapected, io that country panicularly, than if he went there as a mere merchant. 
The peiaun seleeted, Mr. Everet, is aciife and intelUgant, aaif awarmamdsmlmtafrisjsdrf 
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MejMtodently of the meilt of thb Enterpritt, ilfr. Burrow* it eonniered, unwerBolly in our 
CUff m on$ •/ the most uprlgKtt konor»tle and genfUmanly mm in the eornmuniiy. 1 am person- 
«liy known to him, and I can araure your Exoellency that no manposoensea more of my eonji" 
dence and esteem than Mr, Burrows. As this gentleman baa ain ady done a great dra) tor that 
country which cannot fail to benefit his own, and which ha^ in fact already benefitied it exoetd- 
ingly, he certainly merits the countenance of Governnunt. The ateam vepsel which he has sent 
thither, and which I vlfited in comp my with Mr. Moore, our minister* beferc his departure, can- 
not fail to increase tbefacilifiea of communication to an extent certainly never before cuntempiated* 
by it;< Inhabtanis or by strangers and whilst we have a minister there or an agent of Government of 
inferior ranic, this tittle boat alone will be worth thousands of dollars annually to oar Government 
and its citizens. The request, therefore, of Mr. B., that Mr. Everet may be appointed a eonsat 
where there never was one before, and where it is important that Mr. B. should have an agent, and 
where the Government of the l/nited States will also soon require one is a very small tequeat — 
and I feel persuaded, yoar Excellency will consider it so reasonable and proper as to give it 
your immediate sanction.t 

The ' "Reform* Appraisers, Coe If Co, described by SwarttDout — Justice to the Merchants, as 

doled out by Bernard J, Messerole^ Jeromus Johnson^ Ichabod Frail, and the Custom House 

Politicians of 1830 — Espionage boldly defended. 

[RsiiABn.— I do not know whether the following letter, marked ' Private/ is, or is not an 
oflicial docomeot. If it is, it is perhaps the only one I have copied from Custom Ilouae manuscripts, 
into this book. . Wbiie I was copying it, Mr. Webber went down to Mr. Hunter, the assisum- 
auditor, and told him what I was doin?. Hunter went to the auditor, Mr. Ogden, who said that 
the Reoorda were in ehaige of Mr. Bc^rdos— who, with Hunter, came np, stopt about twenty 
minatea, but made no remarka. The original is among the old letters, Slc. 

In May and Jooe. 1830, Jeromus Johnson, William S. Coe, app'd April 1829, and A. B. 
Mead, went into ofiiee as appraisers at New York, and Bernard J. Mesaerole, O. L. Dodge, 
Ichahod Prall) and Ben. Brewsur, as aaswlant-appraiaen. They were, nearly all, convenient, 
plausible, serviceable party inatrnments ; pretenders to republican principles, of which they bad 
but little ; but groaflly igimvant of the priees and qualities of goods which it was their duty to ex- 
amine and value. Mr. Swartwout'a letter, written, three months after, shows how they conduct- 
ed buolnesa The Mr. Gardner he speaks of was,' / suppose, the Samuel 8. Gardner, who had 
bean a deputy-eoilector under Thompaan, Stephen Allen, d&c, and clerk to Receivers of the 
Tradeamen's Bank in 1826. It could not have been D. Gardiner, the Inspector. By rewarding 
worthfcaa, artfnl, electioneering backs to selfish party leaders, with very influential offices, the 
dutisa of which are unconnected with politics, business suffers, honesty is punished^ undermined^ 
or crashed, and the puUio morals are deeply injured.— W. L. M.] 

[No. ,195.] Collector Swartwout to Secretary Ingham, Washington. 

New York, 1st Sept. 1^0^ — Private. — Dear Sir : I am very sorry that the removal of Mr. Gar- 
dner from the appraiser's office, should be considered by you as an act of personal hostility on 
my part, or that of any other disfnterested person. I have often infortned you that Mr. Card- 
ma jBsinaaa at TnnES*-*or had it granted to him — op APPRAisiNa the nEROBAirDisE, u>hiehwa$ 
ssnttaike apprmser's smee fsr examination, and WHICH WAS CCRTIFIBD TO BY TU£ 
APPRAIS6RS [awonaofficera!!] WITHOUT THBIR HAVING BEEIN TUB GOODS. I 
had even apoken to the appraiaers about it. / saw it myself, and so reported it to you. I did 
conaiierit, and do n<yw consider it, a piece of gross assurance on the part of Mr. Gardner* and 
of mMi emlpabls nsgUet on tke part of the appraisers, I could not remedy it, and wrote 9011 that 
it was so. Was I to blame for that? But farther. — Many merchants did complain to me of 
Mr. Gafdnar'a interference, while the' appraisers were examining goods— and of his saying to 
them such and such goods are too high — and thet adopted sis judgment. This was com- 
plained of. 

H^ was not a cferk, but styled himself an asaistant to the appraisera. His eonstant ooanpa. 
tion, to my knowledge, for I saw it daily, was to hand them goode, stating their value, muL get, 

t Bilmn E. Banew«, (ion ef EiMeh) and bb Mttoiy afs well ksowa is New Yerk. He apptan to hove beea 
deeply concefoed with G«»Ueotor Bwartwout. nnd other deep apocalntore pert of that bond who joinvd " in the iten- 
eral wramble for piuDdor." which they so artfully eoTered up, in 18%— 9. with the climk of patrioti»m. Binruwt 
fot in debt, am! failed, bat 910,000 of his creditnn' means expended nn a tnmb tn the mother of WRshfn|;;ton. a 
•how of patriotism, with a world of pnflk fh>m dwArtwnnt and others, bad hel|»ed him alonyi He wcntatrnnf fbr 
J:iekion— fMfoiiated a loan for kit very dear friend Noab^weot with Swnrtwout as a eonsar\ativo— and at the 
Tallinailge dinner. New York May SS, 1B41, when Van Burtn*8 successor bad gone to his last rest, tnnsted " Joha 
Tyler, the disciple of Jefferson, tke bosom friend of W. H. Harrison.'* In S«ept IPSD or 30, Bwartwout enclosed to 
Van Ruran. then flee'y of State, Burrow's eorrespondeneo with th« baron Kmdaner. and askad *« om hifh wiMtk of 
•xMolivo approbation for him. '• Mr. B. (said dwartwoat) is one of oor boldoel and most dasorriog merehapta aad 
m ffontlemnn of tho oobltM and noat chivalriok faalinies-^hence this priNnpt and g«D«roiM conduct lowaids his ua 
fortonate follow bsipgs. Bat ihs private tirtoei an 10 happily blooded,** frc 
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r Atm to wmrk tUn meeoriimgMi, If flueh ecMidnct wm right, I wu wronc in gnnttf yw 
I of it— not otherwise. 

AfUiL^Mr. ■, « very reipectable merchant, called upon me at my lodginfi, to vaSoirm. 

mm ett^dtniiaUif, (and mercjianta will not give informal ion in any other wayO tik«l #Bod^ had 
fmrntdtU apprmUert the dag btfart, AT A LESS DUTY BT $0 PER CENT ih^n he had 
fmd/ar ehmUnr goode m the eame veeeel : and to convince me of it, he bad bowght a bale of the 
very goods thus paased, and had them in bis store, where he would shew me» and satisly me of 
the truth of what he said, by marks and numben. I did visit bis store, and fbond the fi^ts, as 
stated by him, to be true. On enqniring at the appraisers, I found that ii leoe Mr, Gttrdner 
who hed INFLUENCED the apprmieere in their (2eaeton— and, so panunoont was his anthority 
Off , that his opinion prevailed — and this is not all. 

The Book in which a Clerk in the appraiser's office had recorded aneti^ decision, was taken 
from his desk, in his absence, and altered so as to correspond with his [Mr. Gardner^] own de- 
cisioa. This was done, too, with the «tUry, which was altered 6y the eame pereon^ to eorree- 
pond loith the aUeratione in the Bookt. The Clerk in whose Books this was done, gave me 
the information — eeeretly I admit, hut not feloniouelf nor improperiff. They were no spiea^bnt 
honest clerks. 

To show yon that I was disposed to do my duty, I SENT FOR MR. COE, one of the op- 
praioere, and informed him of it. He af?earkd to he very much shocked at the thing, omd 
promioed m^ he would pnhe it to the hottom, let who would eufer. I told him I was ooovinoed 
it was Mr. Gardner from all the circumstances, &e hand. writing, the erasures, dec. — ICT hmi I 
neter heard ahy thing more about it from the oppraiotre. This is what I meant by ^ infidelity 
to his trust." 

It was not necessary that yon should do this act upon the foith of what I slated. Mr. Gaid. 
ner is nothing to me, but / waa ehUged to notice hie conduct, and what they said of it, bni yon > 
were not compelled to believe me or them. I am willing to make oadi to what I have slated, 
but I may not be able to get merchsnts to do the same. What took place in the appraisei's 
office can be testified to by the clerks and othcn ; but they would do it with reloctaiiee, I ap- 
pieliend, if the Treasury should attribute it to " improper passions." 

I cannot give yon the names of those who commnnieate to me corifidentialUf, I obtain in. 
formation, daily something of great importanoe — oecrethf, to be sure, but I cannot divulge the 
sourees of it. I vfoM rather not act than compromit my honor in a matter of such imponauee. 

You appear to be surprised that Mr. Gardner is removed. I acted upon the authority of yoar 
letter to remove him from the appraisers' office, and give him employment somewhere else. I 
wrote to Mr. Gardner a Very polite note, stating that I had the honor to enclose him a letter I 
had that day received from the Treasury Department, and I also sent tlie original to the appnds* 
en. Mr. G. never came near me from that day to this. He left the apprsiMrs, but did not ac- 
cept the offer to be employed elsewhere, because he is rich, being worth, it is supposed, sixty 
thousand dollara— and does not want and would not accept a subordinate situation elsewhere at 
half hii former salary. Iam,&«., S. 6. 

[Ko. 196.] ChurdhiU C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 
Washiroton, 30th Dec, 1830.«-Dear Sir : See our Engineer, Mr. Jervis, snd see eesry fnra 
who can aid our Branch Railway petition, or who wili help us to give the Turnpike Company 
its quietus. There ie a eecret aboui Judge Peck*e trial-^he federal minoritg tn the SemaU 
moan to ouetain Aifi»--the case is an outrageous violation of the rights of a dtixen. The Planet, 
a new looomoiive of Stevenson's, has gone from Liverpool to Manchester and back again in 60 
mimitet, including two nUnutes stoppage ! See the members of the Committee in the two 
Ho use s a nd let me know to whom I oan send of our charters. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

7%e Otiartermaoter Generalohip^Proeper M. Wetmore and the Flash Fire Co'e.-^Wetmare 
ami WOh eandidateO'^ihe miUtia mixed up with party senneeo^Wobhs great military «r- 
perienee^Noah a eandidaU unknown to Wehh^Wetmore denounced hy Weih and Noak-^ 
Sandfard goes for Wetmore. 

[Na 197.] Col. James Watson Webb, N. Y., to Jesw Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Prtiwfe. Nbw Y(«», Jany. 8, 1831. 

Dear Hoyt : A gentleman called upon me to-day and asked whether I would prefer being 
Q'r. Master General to Lieut. Colonel of the Governor's Guard ; and proceeded to stato that 
Bayard being absent in Florida, Prosper M. Wetmore, was pushing veiy hard to be appointed 
in his stead. He infonned me that Lawson had pledged himself to get it for him, and made a 
visit to Albany last week, solely and exclusively on that account. He also told me what I did 
not before know, that tn consequence of WETMORE'S connexion with the " Life and Fir^' 
or some other such company, the 27M Regiment of Artillery con^lled Am to resign. He ii 
Dtly obnoxious to the MiEtary, many of wfaom tamed their cyw to ne^-oM for 
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leva, afiection ortcqpect, hU •pnply htcaum th^ ihottght I eotdd deftat Wetmwe, I kMir 
Wvtmoiv only u the suthor of Lexiogtoo and oihtr poetfc productions, and aa tht great gun •/ 
SmurtwmU and Ltmmtn, I owe him no ill will, nor do I feci It incumbent upon roe to aak 
vitfttier in aeeking my own advancement X tread upon his toea or not. To cui the 
tMlier short, I want to be Q>. Mooter General. U gives me the rank of Brigadier, and the 
doty wiU be leaa than that of my present appointment. There are no emolumenta attached to 
the office* and conaeqaently even an Editor may be appointed without the censure of the oppo- 
iitioA. Ten yean of my life apent in the anny. Qualify me for it, and I raoy, without vanity. 
Bay, make me more competent to the discharge of its duties than any other applicant. As an 
evidence of how the Military estimate my army aervices, I need only mention that in January 
last I was elected Lieut. Colonel of the Guards, when in Albany, without knowing personally 
hat one offioer of the Regiment, and this, too, without my having been consulted on the sabge^t. 
Yoa know what would have been the consequence of my having come out for Root instesd of 
lliruop laot Summer, and it wiU be sommthat etrange if he re/uses to grant oo email a fav9r 
as to eonoider me ae wortki/ of the efiee aa P. M, Wetmore, 1 do not wish to he known aa aa 
^pticant so long aa theie is a poaaiUlity of defeat, and have therefore determined to write only 
to the following persons on this sobiect. From you I expect all you can do, nor would I write 
to ny persons on such a sabjeet unless I ielt thftt I would be pleased to render them a similar 
ser ice. I wrote to Seldek> C. L. Livingston, the Goveraorj Lt. Governor, Messrs. Diz, Tallmadge 
and Mobbard of the Senate, and Edmonds of the house. With any of these speak freely, and to 
any other you choose, bat not to let it be known that I do apply .unless I succeed. Cargyl of onr 
delegation, and also Ostrander, are very friendly. In abort Do as I would do by you— nothing 
more. All well here, and I beg yoa to accept oar thanka for your letters, although you did 
make me publish your hit at Monroe. Yoar friend, in haate, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

N. B. You entirely misapprehended oar remarks about Selden. Say it ahall be attended 
to.— W. 

N. B. I have written to Edmonds teHing him to eall and ask to seo this,-*W.— also to 
Selden.— W. 

P. 8. tf I am not appointed W. most not get it— it will injure the Governor if he gives it 
to him. — W. I enclose you the letter to the Governor, which read and hand to him. Noah 
you will perceive has been named bat he cares nothing aboat it. • I do. Send all the letter* I 
enclose to the persons to whom directed. 

[No. 198.] Lieat. Col. Webb to Lieut. Governor Throop. 

Office of the Cotniisa ksm EirquTBsa, New York, Jany. 8, 1831. 
To His Excellency, &c. — Dear Sir : I have learnt to day, for the first time, that in conse- 
quence of Mr. Bayard's absence, applications have been made for the appointment of Qr. Mas. 
ter General. I am not in posaession of any Acts which authorize me to aay that Mr. Bayard 
does not intend to return to the City ; on the contrary, he saggested about eighteen months since 
that the situation would sole me — said he had some idea of leaving the state ; and that. In the 
event of his doing so, he would let me forward his resignation, and at the same time become an 
applicant to succeed him. If, however, it is in contemplation to appoint a successor, I beg that 
I may be considered an applicant Of my fitness for the situation, perhaps the best evidence is 
to be found in nearly ten years service in the U. 8. Army ; with what reputation yoar A^jatant 
General, Major Dix, can inform you. Of the value placed npon those services here, I 
have no other evidence than my being elected, in January last. Lieutenant Colonel of the Go- 
vernor's Gaard, by the officers of that Regiment, without being known to bat one of them ; and 
elected, too, without any previous consnltation or information on the subject. It is not my wish to 
be known as an applioant unleas I succeed, and therefore I have not applied to the officers of the 
Military in this City ; but if their recommendaition is only necessary to ensure ray aucceaa, an 
intimation to that effect to Mr. Hoyt, who is pow in Albany, or to Mr. Selden, or Livingston, will 
be promptly acted upon. I beg. Sir, that my claims may be considered, and that you vrill do 
ma the Ikvor to inform aome one of my friends of your determination. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

SUNDAY MORNING. — On showing this to JVoaft, a few minutes since, he informed me 
Aat his name has been used for this appointment, bat that he is indifferent about it I consider 
Mr. Noah as well qualified for the sitnation, and wonld be pleased to see him appointed if I do 
do not succeed myself. At all events, his appointment would be more popular than that of onf 
peroon I have heard named. Yours, dtc. J. W. WEBB. 

[No, 199.] Dear Sir: You know well the delicacy of these military appointmente among 
military men. I am indiiTerent, as Mr. W. says, about it, but there are many circumetaneea 
tohieh would render THE APPOINTMENT OF COL. WETMORE, both of a civil andrntU" 
iarg nmture, HIGHLY EXCEPTIONABLE. Several have spoken to me on this subject al- 
Mdf Toun truly, M. M. NOAH. 
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[No. 900.] C. W. Sandlbrd, to Lieat. CoL J. W. Webb. 

Thompson Street, SAtaiday Ev'g^ Jin. 8^ 
Dear CoIopM - I liave just received yoors of this afternoon, and regret sincerely that I ctnnoC 
oomply with your request to address the Governor in fr vor of your appUcation ibr the nppointimif 
of Qr. Master Generiii— simply because, before hearing of your being a candidaie, at the reqaeit 
of some friends of Col. Wetmore, I wrote to His ExceUency in hit behalf. Had I known yea wne 
an applicant I would unquestionably have advocated yoor appoinment-.-your practical milituj 
education and experience having given you great advantages (which you have well need) io»* 
quiring mformation in military aSairs. But having already addressed the Govemor, I caant 
with any delicacy or propriety, intrude myself again on* this subject. 

Youn ve«y tmly, G. W. SANDFOEa 

[No. 201.] R. H. Neviw, Broker, Wall Street, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, dated New Teik, 

14th Jan'y. 1831. 
" Dear Hoyt — I must trouble yon to let me know, whether our Banks, now being willing lo 
take renewals of their Charters on the terms offered to them last winter, will all be able lo get 
them ? It was predicted by some persons that some of them night not have another chsMe. 
And as to a new Trust Co.—do you think that an application from every respectable listofpeti. 
tioners will succeed in getting a Charter similar to the one granted at the last seeaion ? 1 ibaU 
be much obliged for your opinion on the above, or on any other sabjects that may have to do 
with Wall sureet. 1 am witling to run the risk of yoor opinions, and I hereby bind myself not, 
either by word, deed, or look, to mani^t any mortification or disappointment should any bM 
irsult come of your advices. I hold considerable Life and Tnist Go. Siook, which will rise or 
&11 probably when the question is settled about other charters. 

Yours very smeerely, R. H. JiEVlS&r 

[No. 202 ] Frederick A. Tracy to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

New York, Jan. 26, 1831.^ Yours of the 22d inot djd not reach me yesterday till lat» m 
the day, so that nothing could be done. To-dsy, at the Board, it was not my luck to get hoU 
d* any of this stock, akho* some sales were made at from 9€| to 97 J~-but I have some prospect 
of concluding a bargain for 300 shares. If I make any piuchases it will be for voor aecont 
solely, as 1 think the stock high. FREDK. A.' TRACY. 

[No. 203.] Churchill C. Cambneleng. M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washington, 10 Feb. l831.^DearH— : The Senate only wait for our slow Committee 
on Foreign Relatiohs to get up and pass the bill organizing the [Danish 7] Commission — thers 
is no other difficulty that I have heard of Simpson's nomination may encounter oppoaiiiofi, 
but I have heard of none. I differ in opinion wit*i our Directors, abiut the great importanct i 
a branch line, as it regard* out own intbrest — that lies at the eastern termination~^we with, 
however, to accommodate Albany, but if the two sections of the town quarrel among them, 
splves and defeat our bill w« cant help it The northern pan of the town will soflfer, and the 
southern part will be benefited by our having no branch. We shill carry the business where- 
tttr our road go^s. Combinations of fragments cant hurt us in general politics — ^in corporatioa 
manere we shall eternally have local divinidns. In general divisions we have none to fu;ht but 
Clay's friends^-and we have Old Hickory against him. Between ourselves, I don*t caie 
two and sixpence about having a branch line passed— we can get along well enough without it 
Next yrar the people of Albany will ^e glad enough to present the petition themselves — it's in* 
finitely more important to them thati to iia. 

Very sincerely your friend, C. C. CAMBRELEN6. 

[No. 204.] Pilas M. Stilwcll, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, 15 Feb. 1831. — Dear Hoyt : Your favors have reached me. and T hasten to mngwm 
them The nam<> of Stiprrn CAMBRBLtNo has been sent into the Senate. T eiv^ ynn thfs hk 
formit^'on becau«e T know from your letter that it will please vou. and Kec^nse T like to pleass 
you— but I nm hound to my that alihonsh T have no obi«*rtion to CamHr«>I<*Tiir. y^t T savr Tan 
Wyck fh» pre'o'^n'^e — and If I ronM hrtvc had my way — ^if personil weight -n-l anxietv of feel- 
!n» r*»»iM have civen th«» office to Van Wyrk.,so far as relates to me Ye wonM h»ve hn^ it. 
Van Wyck i* mv »n*'nd— I owe him much friend^ihip. This you know — and of coup-* he was 
invn^n. T have h^n flefeited. and I have the ronaolation that you will he pV^^-rl. n«#| t^at 
Camhreleng is a clever fellow. I am vonr friend, S. M. STILWELL. 



Thinkn Cil^nnjn mnu * pwr d^Pa dope' — T^ir- '^ttre^ Vlcf^ed to the ^'r^-eprnted L„^ 
Soe^ttUtorM !r, i^p^i down—Throof^e nominati4m of Vice CkaneelUnr McCgnn ktrtig» ktavg 
in tne S^nffe. 

(No 90S 1 D »Wi-ir S-'M-n. M C ^. to Jemm Rovt. N. York. 
Ar*««rv. Mwh 4. l«1l.-.My D^^rHoyr: My friend's letters hav^ not p^^rhsnn be«i aa- 
fw^red as soon as he thinks they ought— but 1 have not been able to read them yet-HUid a inaa 
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» eertainly eodtled to be prajsed for hii punctuality who maket bis return to a letter aa loen aa 
lie had peniaed it. 

You need, not endorse ' confidential on any of your eommunicationa to Livingston or Stilwell 
« » « V • • ^ reading Calbodii'» e^rrefpoutUnett J fnad§^ vp mn mivd nenr 9oon 
l&tff he hkd been the dupe of tome poor dt^it Mdnd the eurtaim\ sad kmd' eskibited moat aire. 
ghyM folly in being antght. Your ouomtafui ctmpetitmr far a high pUteo [J. A. H o m ik ty% 7\ 
dtomi to har>€ been fhi moot eonopien^ut man m brkiging up thio iy-«Me tmiioactvm> «t4 j 
gm gfttd that Ms. Van Boasir, like ths AiiA-l|Mrtte4 Aerse, hat ekaken tke dew from hig mangf 
and exposed the rogue to he taken. 

No ne'vva here. Your kind eflbrta of the D. and H. are dn)y appreciated. I felt aatiafiad ibaft 
in lending me the little pamphlet, your whole object «iras the public good. 80 is mins wii i 
* gMt iflenn, gite the raoeotif epeeiUatort upon time a tkrvat undor the ehettriho, 

McCown [Vice Chancellor] hangt heavy in the Senate. I know not why. Aaoeona* 8la» 
per withdrew (and so I read his letter to the Chancellor; 1 have aided him sll 1 ooald. 

Youre truly, DUDLEY 86LDBN. 

Selden a man of talent-^Piret rate Demoeratie timher a eearee eommoditf-^' ajudeeiette pmff* 
'^hanko the Courier and Etufutrar.-^l/fbhfing from witkim, 
[No. 206.] Silas M. Stilwell to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

I Albany, 7 ACareh 1831. Dear Hoyt : Ishoold have written yon before, but that BtiainH^- 

I begins to press upon us of the city, more and more — and again you know we sre in the midst 

I of my Bill on Imprisonment. 1 have great hopes. You have doubtless eeen Selden'n report ott 

' the Finances, &c. You may depend there is an exhibition of talent and business hsbita about 
ibftt report which is worthy of all commendation — Seldeti is a man of taleht— and I am deter- 
mined the world shall know it. Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to back a clever wor« 
thy fellow. I cnn look the World in the face and my he is honest, he is capable. You KNOW 
tvntc IS nrr Lirrr.K ftbst ultk tim bbk in the DEMocaATic ranks, that bas bekn DTScovsaco. 
i We should therefore prize what we have the niore. But I am inclined to think that your bar 

, cannot present to us one who (if backed by his friends) will be a greater ornament to the party 

I than Selden. I will not speak more on the subject, altho' there \9 no topic which yields me more 

pleasure. Now permit mn to' say that nothing will help a political friend so much as a jxtdu 
eiDUS rtrpp through a party paper. Never woe there a finer opportunity, and I commit oaf 
friend reputation in that respect to you. Hoyt, remember, wc ne^er can do too much (and I 
( ktiow you think so) for a warm hearted, talented friend. Be judicious, and let us see what we 

r ean do for him. I was much gratified on aeeing in the Couripr and Enquirer, a notice of my 

I report. I muet think better of that establishment than I have done, and will take the first op- 

portunity of assuring those concerned that I cannot be outdone in generous conduct. It Is my 
t hitentinn to back Selden to the utmost of my ability in the tai propoaed — and you know T sel- 

, dom fail in my undertakings, for what cannot he done by argument and conduct in the Tfoue^ 

€an,he carried by activity and clevemeee out doore. I feel v«>ry anxious to get through and 
, return home ; this hosrnesa is a great sacrifice to me ; and did I not employ my mind and body 

eonstantly, I should not be able to remain here. Let me hear firom you. I write in gr^at haate 
I —-and be assured I remain, with great respect and esteem, your frieiid, S. M. STILWELL. 

McAllieter of Georgia, and the Gold Mine of Tfew Potnei, 
[No. 207.] R. J. Arnold and M. H. McAllister to Jrsse Hoyt, Wall street. 
Savannah, May 15, 1831. — Dear Sir: Your favor of the 5th inst. is received. In reply, we 
, would observe that our Mr. Arnold sails for New York on the 33d Inst., and wfH be anthoribed 

ae close this business upon the terms he may think beet. Tho' what part is sold, mnst be at a 
Imdsome profit, for every day we are receiving more favorable accounts from the Mine, 
' T»-day McAllister received a letter from the Gold Region ; an extrect from it will be given be- 

^ low. The report alluded to in yonr letter from the Doctor, will no doubt come to hand by to- 
' day's mall. We shall wait with anxiety until it is received. In the meantime we note that 

' pert- of yonr letter which requests us not to interest any person here. This has not been done. 

On the contrary^ every pereon here is ignorent of onr being interested tit the Potoei mine. Yon 
will pereeive by the extract from the letter above alluded to, that the claim has not, as yet, been 
I eztingnisbed, although we so considered it the last time we wrote Mr. Ward. It is therefore 

I wry necessary that this business be kept an entire secret for the present. McAllieter itiUt in 

4 few daye, ue eoon at the CnwH rieet, ttart for the Gold Region. 

R. J. ARNOLD, M. H. McALLTSTER. 

' Extract.---" With regard to the claim on Potoei^ they wish to hold on, on account that Mey 

I • have examined the mine more thoroughly, and find it much better than thev expected. THAT 

-PLACE IS THE MOST ASTONISHING IN ALL THE GOLD REGION ; and t hope 

*'yon will believe me when I say its prospects are yery much more flattering than when yon 

j *'^ramlieie---ia the iiQgvageoftiMwifler, 50 per earn tetter. 
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[How 906.] CoIlecl«flwirtwimttoLewWoodb«y,S€Cwi«Frf*e5wTj 
NiirTtnttik Bfar. I831<-Sif : Tlji. ktier will k^^iH^^^^-^i- 

in ianilMll»n««h>n(«i4BiF»heaia]ioCoil«tiU JaHaij.1829. lu ' — -^ 
dtfUenee kMt him ilw opinkm of dK Board, and he vas rqecte^. Thvwfi 
dwwiao— rii <Mh«%«fc«<» on • oecood trial, froan mat um^miiwmm^nt ^i^^^ 
hM te BMid. M a«U aa ihe SecKiafj of the Navy, from faia I 
ntfiMHii to iw M^im^^ hJM ID Make a maaly egoft to ot c f coia e > 
an ewelleBt and BMOt ocditablo e: 





Seoetary m tha eapactarion that ha wiU be plaead mattwerml tf # rcn ■■■■r ii% iM ^ri 
>hre A«at Um* vpoo aetive doty aa a Licotaoant. It ia abo greatly to be diaiul* ^ « 
mtktiertgmtmtmmBof tie Nmvf, that hii rommiaMi aa Lieateoam, wh« »«^^^ 

<au with thoaa af the l ai i l ih ip i a ra whoaa waifanta bear Jatc with h» g»», fa<«ie l ^^ ^ 

18S8. The priyaia ehaiOcter af MkWiiianaii Swartwot jiincpfOM h a Hr. aMd hwhaw» ■». 
nftfhrd Hewinexidamiiiorefollytoyoa.mpeiaoo,thecaoae»ofto/«i<»w»ia»ial8^ 
^y| ^mm jtm mA fld« mfamatMn aa may be of cooaeqneace fof yoa la kaow. S- S. 



JSmlrmd9-^Tmnvike»—Ho9t amd CmmkrtUmg. 
[No. 909.1 C. C. Cambrdeof . M. O, to Jeaae Hoyt. New Toffc. 
AuA«T, 93d Ancoit, 1831^Dear Sir : I aat infonaied aboat the tanipfte « i m i i^ Tha 
aiock waa appraiaed at 90 per cent, and the charter waa Tallied at flOjDOO, ankinr ' 
$Tt,5nO <hwit a Uir valoatian. The diatribaCioa of the new atock aoc yet ma^s 
tiibation will giYe oSence. Some of the Direcion are anzioaa to poeh on wiih tha 
are frr oorapromMing with oar compaay. The Utter hare moat movy. bat the 




Win they ace oar ktcooodveia operaiioo they will abandon their plaa of ataavike aad 
■ with it at all ; bat there mre mrne mkt mmml B M wty ia 



nlLioad. We iboald have no trouble 

wmke a BUBBLE efitMdUke ta hnest flMS. I haye a perfect nndeiatandlng wuh Mr. Cam- 
incaad if he can in the diaoibation get a majority, or a eontronl of it. we shall eoaifnaBn the 
■attar. In the meantime we have advertiaed for a brandi line, and Mr. Fienek ia pnyately at 
work, fottinf the eooaeot of owaera of property throogh wbich the line will paaa. If bo Gnpin 
■>;— ahoald be made, we will make them a prapoeinoo which will gire satiifiirtiaB to aine-teaihi 
of the people of Albany, and and the epecmlatora ia the new stock with a bad grace to the la- 
flbiatare. Bat after all, they most keep op the torapike, and that kills their rail-ruad praiKt at 
OMe. Tha two neyer can be combined without sinking the capital laid oot ia both. We •haD 
^voaar loeomotiye at work by the end of the week. The boiler went back ta the road taday. 
Oan will be an tmm^n— atock. I am certain we shall next year avera^ aboot 800 a day. 

Sincerely yoora, C. C. CAMfiR£L£N6. 



JS'. flfrrHHf*— ioadiBiaa tig Jeaia craf ic Legislature efGeergia^ me att^,ewtmm mmi «at. 
raat— /. X. Herrtea'a ejmis U euUghUn them^-rfmrt U chtein apeeiel pritriUgem fir Bm/te 
gdimime^New Ft t mi Wkg skmOd e^rparatiem* pay their dehU? Cheeks en pmtf kgit^ 
ytmm^BUAOitter tmemrs at 'oa .'-^Pmrgmtsry^The asses whs ftraf fsr fhs f s M c 

[No. 910.] . BL H. McAlliater. of Georgia, to Ward and Hoyt, New York. 
MtLLuasyiLU, [Geocgia*] Noy. 97 1831^— Gentlemen : JU is seer. I haye jaat eame iaai 
iha Slate Hoaaa. After a atraggla of three days in the Senate, wherein an nnreniitied and hst 
debate haa been m»iiifiiiyil ftom morning antii itight, ibr two days, we have ftuied in oar ot i aal 
af obtaiaiiv aa Act of Incorporation. The .inteUigeoce of die Senate haa been beaiea bf the 
jgnanflt-wiae, giaaa-fed membem who compoae a huge majority of the Legislatoie. No efisrt 
haa been pretermitted» no ezertioQ spared. Berrien in behalf of the EIrod, Mniray in behalf of 
Boeia, Booth, and St. John, and omaelvea, hare all made united and untiring exertiena, hat aB ia 
yaia. Agninat US the prqudioe ia uoaparing. They say that the Elrod people faaya bat ifai 
Jeaae of one mine, whereas we have monopol^ed a great and yaluable raining int e i tat ; aad la 
incorporate aa would be to bold out an inducement to northern men to embark in it ; aad iht 
cftd of their embarking to work the intereat would be to create an immense mooied iaiaicat la 
the Stale, which would reyolntionixe ita poUtica. The Clark men, with a few exceptiona, op p o e ed 
it wiih deadly boatiliiy. The body of the opposite party went for the charter. Fourteen arga- 
menta were anhmitted to the Senate, by aa many of the most distinguished men in the Hooae, 
aad altie' hot two apoie against the Bill, such waa the danger apprehended from our immenaa 
wcaldi (that ia toba) that the Bill was voted down. I cannot have patience to write or speak 
defiberalely on the aufa)ect. Far three weeH, day and nighty ear cjcerf aeaa, tof etJkcr with (k 

1 Caa tUi ba tb* MattkMT Ball McABiSMt who «v Dlk 4tt7. fia OM^pa, «aA UMS 

«iBtoftttbi««M«r€«mB«t • - ' 
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o/ flMfiy of the Uaimg mm in iU Stnai€,haeked ¥9 Berrien, httpe been nneeaeinglg em* 
pte^ed^-M in 9ain. THC B£SOTTBO IGNORANCE AND TH£ BLIND AND FOOL- 
ISfl WYY OF THE MAJORITY h«v9 carried the day. I have never laboured so eevenly. 
for the obtainment of any olgect aa of thia, and am proportionably, diaappointed. On Satuiday 
(the 95th) our hili.wM taken mp by aectiona. On coming to the Snd aeotinn an amendment 
wufirepoeed « te make the induridual property of each Stockholder liable for the debt of the 
corporation:* On thie motion the etruggU took place, as the advocates of the Bill knew that if 
it were austained there was an end to the Bill, ae THE ONLY OBJECT CONTEMPLATED 
BY BEING INCORPORATED WOULD BE DEFEATED. The diacusaion conUnued aU 
Saturday—- the excitement was greater than on any question which haa arisen this aeasion. The 
advocates of the Bill uiged every consideration that men oould express ; but all to no purpose. 
The atguroenta of the opponents to the Bill were, that we had an intereat too valuable for any 
aet of men in thia state, and to induce capitalists to work it by giving an act oS incorporation 
would be to make us dangeroua to the State, &c. Such stuff never before issued from the mouth 
of man. The yeas and nays on the motion were called, and it was sustained by a migority of 
three votes. This small majority (there being 76 Senators) inspired the friends of the Bill with 
the hope of ultimate aucceas — they moved for an immediate ad(journment, which was carried' by 
a majority of one. Saturday night and Sunday were consumed by the mutual efforta of the 
frienda and opponents of the Bill in canvassing for and againat it. Monday morning we felt ae- 
cwre.aemat^ae SEVEN MEMBERS HAVING BEEN GAINED OVER; when behoU! 
lettere were reeeiced by a number of the membere of both Houeee from their conetituente, pro* 
teeting againet their extending legielatite protection to ue. By the ruUe of the Houee, every 
\ Bill hoe to be puhliehed for a certain time previouely to a third reading; and thue our effort 
waa made known to the people, who instead of regarding the matter in its true light determined 
that we were going to swallow them aHve. These letters determined the fate of our fiSll. The 
whole of Monday (this day) has been consumed by the intelligent membere (about twenty out of 

the whole number) in contending againet prejudice, ignorance, and the d 1 folly ever ex- 

kibited in a Senate Chamber; but all in vain ; and I have just strength enough after die fatigue 
of the day to write you this much. Berrien is writing the fate of the Bill to Mr. Bolton. * * • » 
Dr. Baber; one of the moet intelligent members of the Senate and one of the meet active ad- 
voeatee of onr Act, will write you from time to time aa to any thing that may arise hereifter 
upon the snbjeet of our Bill. I leave thie infernal place fo-morrow morning. Arnold left here 
for FoToei some few days since. I wrote you about the title to the Keith Mine-^that it waa 
There is no difficulty about title to any of our lots, and thank God for thie ! for I believe 
eikerwiae that thie raocaUy apology far a Legielature would take them away if they eetUd, 
«««•««! c^|2 tell you that if any one of you had been in the eituation I have been In 
thie tporas than Purgatory, you would express no such surprise. I have not written to my 
wife nor my partner. * * • • A Mr. Dickson has submitted to me the plan the Englisii have 
adopted to work minea in Mexico, where they have no ineorporatione ; I will submit the aame 
when I next write you. TO INDUCE THE ASSES HERE WHO BRAY FOR THE 
PUBLIC at the expenoe of $4 per diem, to paee our Bill, everything woe given up, *' and a 
tax of two per centum on the nett profite, nay five per centum looa qfered.^ We aaked aimply 
to be a corporate body, and this they denied ! I should suppose that eympathy alone would have 
induced the majority to vote for corporations, inasmuch af> there is a marvelloua resemblance 
between them-— they are ' bodiea without aouls.' » « « • They can't touch a« aa individ n ala 
aa anch> thank God ! we have the federal constitution to protect us. Write to the Hon. Am- 
brose Baber, thanking him, dtc, and state whether you will have an act if the private property it 
made liable. We think it would be worse than useless, d&c. 
(2 o'dock, A. M., 28 Nov., 1831.) M. H. McALLISTER. 



I Van Buren in Lon don B oaporation ^f AMti'Maoonry^-the Beform jKU— <Ae CMtre. 

[No. 211.] M. Van Buren, American Minister, to lease Hoyt, at N. York. 
Lonnov, Dec. 14, 1831.^ — My Dear Sir : I thank you kindly for your attention hi sending me 
' the newspapers. Tlie result in New York is truly gratifying, and cannot fail to have a dedded 
and auspicious effect upon the character of the next session of Congress. It is to be hoped that 
' the utter hopelessness of their cause will induce the opposition to withhold a portion at least of 
' dwir wonted opposition to the measures of the general administration, and to give the Old ChidF 
' a bir chance in his zealous laboura to advance the interest of the country. 
I I was not at all disappointed at the result in New York, AS THE TIME HAD OBVIOUS- 

► LY ARRIVED FOR THE EVAPORATION OF ANTL MASONRY. 
' There is nothing new here that you will not 6nd in the papers. The Reform Bill will, with- 

^ cot doubt, pass by or without a creation of Peers, ae circumstances may letpiire. We have been 
^ in cooatant dread x>f the Cholera, but notwiihatanding that the danger haa InereuBd, habit baa 
\ IfunHfijonffciii, Tkviii7ia»IhaTenedoiibt^8n^entfa«lyezem^ih>mth«iitii4p^ 



SSA WBBB, CAVBHSLIXO, THE ASS, M CLANS AND TBS BTSROM. 

frtal disorder. Mjr health, and conatqaently my spirits, have not been better for many , 
Oar Bituattbn is very conifortavi^e (always ^aving its enoraiotts expenses) and Che Ttfwfi isM «f 
objects of intense mieresi— animate and inanimate. Retnember me kindly to Mrs. Hoyt, tai 
btiieve me to be, Very rmfy, yours, M. VAN BUaEN. 

MeLant?9 Trtaamtj Report tondemned^tke Lords imd Bithopt, 

W'No. 212.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

ASBiNOTt'ii, 29th Dec, 1831. — Dear Uoyt : 1 have yonre with the papers. We have stivifft 
notions about such cases — I mean t^e Lawyert, IV hat the committee may think about it, I don't 

^now I will get along as well as I can with it, and hope for the best Ifs lucky you sent a 

petition in a decent hand^writing, or I should never have known what you wanted. Ten yeait 
lu I the case would have been rejected. I have hopes now, as we have leversed some of the oH 
l^inciples. 

The Treasury Reportt is as bad as it possibly can be — a new version of Alexander Hamil- 
ton's two reports on a National Bank and manufactures, and totally unsuited to this agetf de- 
mocracy and reform. The baiile un these grounds has not yet begun — it will go like wtuh 

FI&X WH£5 WE COMMENCE OUR WAX AGAINST THE LORDS AND BlSHOPS. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELEN6. 

Tht Friof^BJump over the A99 — the Cowrier and Enquvrer, 
[No. 213.] C. C. Cambreleng to J. Hoyt. Washington, 29th Dec, 1831.— Dear H. : 
I am quite amused with the new Bank convert,! the Courier and Enquirer — it reminds me of 
the Friar who was trying to mount an Ass. After jumping up two or three tii^ without sac- 
cess, he put up a fervent prayer to the Virgin Mary— jumped again, and went entirely over to 
the other side— the Virgin was too kind. Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

The DebSnture case — Lawyer^ Justice. 
[No. 214.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

WASBiNG90Hf 3d January, 1832. — Dear H : 1 dare any you are sorprissd that there shonU 

be any dovbt about 1 and McJ'a case — but you will cease to doubt when i tell you that for twcib. 
ty years the debentures were forfeited because the oath was not taken iDtXAin the ten dafsl 
This was Lawyers* justice — but men of common sense took up the subject about &V9 yeaia agaia 
and reversed all the old decisions, and granted relief in all such cases for thirty yean back. 
Yours 18 a new case, and I don't know what queer notions tho Lawyers may have about. I 
hope I shall get aUmg with it. I may report a bill to-morrow morning, if I get the cooaeiit of 
oiii eommittee. If I get it from Smith when I go home, I will send you the $750. 

Sincerely yours, C. C CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 215.] C. C. Cambreleng, to Jesse Hoyt. Washington 7, Jan., 1832, 

Dear H — I have your letter — all right — and will go right Why does not Glover hand over 
the (2000 to Bucknor ? I thought it was paid a month ago. I wish yoo would say to Mr. Cod- 
dington that Bucknor has not yet received one cent from Mr. Jackson— he talks of paying $175 
-^ut nothing was paid on the 5th unless on that day. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Oflot^l Wehh spurns Poor Devils who sell themselves for Office — if independent of Titehosm ami 
the Regency— hut the warmest friend of Jackson and Van Buren^A hint to Blmr li' lii 
Jesse^-^but away with Parasites ! 

[No. jU^.] Colonel James Watson Webb, to Jesse Hoyt, at Washington. 

Office of the Courier and Enquirer, New Yore, January 19th, 1832. 
Dear Sir— Yours of the 16th has just been received, and has been taken as it was meant; 
yet, peimit me to add, it has not had any influence upon the eourse 1 intend to parsoe. 

// my course has disgusted every honest friend of the President, that «, evert Poor Dbvil 

WHO IS WXLUNG TO SELL BIS INDEPENDENCE FOR AN OFFICE, why SO be it. 

You know, as you ought to know, that I am not to be driven from any course I consider cor* 
rect, even if the friends of General Jackson should attempt it, or professed friends of my own* 
Write, or procure to be written, articles in the Globe interfering between us and the Aroits. 

If* as you say, my " friends are fast falling off" in Washington, and you have been made their 
confidant, please tell them that I do not value such friendship a rush, and no matter what theii 
eutiona are, whether high or low> they are most welcome to pujosue such a ooume aa to them 
seems proper. 

Thank God I am independent of General Jackson, and those who would fain have the wvdi 
.♦ By Lm* ITLaoo, who •aeeMd«d Mr. Inflmai u fleentary, in J««», 18S1. 

WabbJtW»ah,hy4lis U;* BoIl m SMtsor iMt«4mwn by thBfOnmtvtdooiomAhy ttm^kia, M 
vsty sarlj notice of tbia U. 8. Bank lou, and nrpd Cambitleof to ynlbs it in CoofiSM, wUeh bs dU. 



WBBB ON TAN BVRIN«HSAXBRCLBN« ON TKB BANK. SSI 

I lMlJev« they bava the keeping of his coi n c i e n c e tnd if I am not— if my daily bread for mytelf 
t aAi femtly depended n^o triMkefltiif to Ua frk n da t o the Argua and its coterie of would be 
I gnat men, feu should know enough of me to beliove that I would do wbai I ihought correct. 

1 would Uk9 to 9te an individual mtht United SiaU4dengnaUd, WHO IS MOKE HON. 

E8TLY sn^ DISINTBRBSTEDLY ATTACHED TO YAH BUREN AJSD GENERAL 

JACKBON THAN llYBfiLP. 

8UCH AN ONE CANNOT BE FOUND— and yet I am to be told, that because I presume 

I to think ibr myself, snd nrgue from sifipsaraiioit when fueto are withheld, I ' disgust every honest 

I friend of the Presidenf — ^that my ftisiids * are fast fslling off,' dtc. dLc. This is sheer nonsense, 

snd 1 mnst say yon are the hwt man from whom I expected such idle and ridiculous threats, 
t In plain terms, those who are offended with ottk [Webb & Noah's] course, have only to get 

I plessed in the way that is most convenient to them — and so / will tell them PE RSON ALL Y within 
ten days— and so you may tell them now if you please. Indeed, as you have been made the organ 
of oooimmiicating the ' disgust' I have inspired, and the * fiilling off* of their friendship, it may 
be as well to show them this letter, which I would nqt have the slightest objection to publish in 
•ur column*. It contains my true sentiments, and you are at liberty to use it as you please. 
Yours has been BURNT. 

By way of news I can inform you, that we have not yet done with the Aegus, and it may be 
as well for Mr. Blair to let us row our own boat. 

When we want his interference we will ask it — but mitil then, he had better not yield to tho 
requests of those who would aacrifioe all personal independence to party subservllency. 

Do not imagine me oflfended at what you have written. Not so. I appreciate your motive, 
and thank you for your kind intention, but I feel mortified to think you should know so little of 
my true charscter as to suppose that such a letter aa yours could have any other effect than to 
make me despise more than I now do, THOSE WHOSE GOD IS OFFICE, and whose lnde» 
pendente is the nod or beck of those in power. 

Sincerely your Friend, JAS. WATSON" WEBB. 

The Workies, Cambrelengt and the friends of the Bank. 
[No. 217.] [Private.) C. C. Cambreleng to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
^ WASHiiioToir, 5th Feb., ISfe. — Dear H. : I received to-day the memorial in favor of the Bank 

of the United States — ^it is signed by a host — said to be principally the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, bnt / have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doing. This is forward- 
ed m oar delegation in a letter aigned by Gideon Lee, Meigs D. Benjamin, Dudley Selden.and 
William Neilson. It says the memorial originated with the supportera of the present admf niv- 
tration. Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

P. 8. I presome it is signed by every merchant who keeps an account at the Bunk. , 

rNo. 216.] [Private.] Washinotov, Feb. 6, 1833.- Dear H. : Get the Workies to be np 
nd dolDg OD the U. S. B. questioa. They are demoertis in principle. 

Vefy truly yoara, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Cslonk Wehb, the Champion of Van Buren and the United States Bank—his Card-^Hoffman^ 
Asugolt Bergen^ Soule, Clement, Toindexter — Moore, a dirty fellow — Would Croswell fight 
for Van Buren 7 — Wehb would— ITeM gets a new light, like the Compiler of this book. 

[No. 319.] Col. James Wst<K)n Webb, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
City of WismwTON, Feb. 12. [1832.] Suftdat Night.— Dear Hoyt : I HAVE AN ITCH- 
ING TO GET HOLD OF THE D D RASCALS THAT VOTED AGAINST VAN 

BUREN,t and you will perceive by MY 'CARD' diat I have a proapect ahead. Hoffman, An- 

t Tq 1839. Col. Webb, the Cnend orMarcy and the United Statei Banh, u rtfldv to tpill hii life's Mood for Van 
Bsran. More tbab eleven jeara elafiM, friends become enemiea, and Wbbb thus desrrilief liis old id<l, fn rhs 
Omt. ^ Enq., oTBefit. 10, 1843. " United to the nooet implicit eoofidenee in the gwUibait^ of I he people and the 
MMoeea nf polltkal moMSiemtmt. Ma- Van Rusbn nnfortanatel? posseMcs i^raat prrBcmal Tanilj. He is vain of 
hia penon. rain of bis drws and address, vain of his influence with the ladiea, Tain of hit aristocmtic Bssoeiatiooe 
and his elevation above what he considers the vulgar herd from which he sprung^— and above all, vain of his po- 
Stinal aana^ienMnt and hb atiiNtjr to obtaio bv intrimie and fioesse what othera can only ar<«ompli«h llm>«if h 
ffient pabHe aervieaa and an boneat devotion to the wvlfaie of the public. And thia vanity, boa been the cause ^ 
Uamiliticaldestnictionl - . 

We know Mr. Van Rcaaw qoite aa well as any other person in the United Ptates. We nnderstiind praciselv the 

Cnt of his fffititude for aervicea rendered, and bis appreciation uV tho«e who have literally mnde him what he ia. 
know preciselv how f.tr he will fro to court the friendship of those who have it in their power to serve him. and 
the cfild hhmded deliberation with which he will five up those who have done more for h>m thnn he ever e« nlif do 
fer himself, if bv the sacriflce he suppoaes it pomihbi to increase his political enpital. We know, because %^ have 
wftneswd hb utter beartlonness. his diarnstinr seift'hness. and his haliitnitl sn«^rlnff at flrratiinrlefor (-ersfinjil or (lo 
VtkMlfiivnra We well umleiatand hb theory that all mankind ate sellish>-that honor nnd maenaninutv in men, 
hot particularly in polhieiana.b the dream of voitth— end that he who would pnmper «ither in private or nnblie 
lila, most earlv arrive at the eonrlusum that frimdM aw only to lie used not cared for. We kn'w that from the day 
be t<iek AaROR Rpka aa his model fnr hb manoera, and made ev#rv movement of his honds and iKidv— every ei- 
p t9m\\to of Mr fare and every latonetion of hb vn>ee— rnnform na far ns p<«a hie to those of hb beau ideal, he altba 
IMIt tiiM H i i a cn M a a d to bmU kit paatioa ia aU the •XbM^ of lilt oonfurn ia like naaaar to hb freut UuL'* 
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pa, Bergen and Soale are the membere whose DaiMC III give thoie figbtiof fkoMon; te at 
the same time, Til inform them that they are only reeponrible for the laet that Clenent did mika 
the communication to them which i mentioned. Conarquently, IF THCY WISH A FIGUT ; 
Of rather, if they do not wioh to be the laughivg etoek of the nation, ONB OF THEM HUST 
CHALLCNGfi ME. Moore it a dirty felUno, and if I can, lU get kotd^ Poinderfer; bsiai 
the saying is, * half a loaf is belter than no bread/ and I'll be content mith either. Yemr friend 
CroeweUeatfethairmanenenufto VanBuren. Qiicre*^WOULDiD^H£ FIGHT FOA HIM 1 

By the bye, have you written to Lynn on the subject I mentioned 7 

Your fnend, JA'S WATSON W£BB. 

P. S. Maroy, the President, and all his friends, think the people in Albany mod in talking 
cf making V. B. [Van Buren] Governor, as if New York eanmake amende fur an inmlt e§ered 
iy ftnarteen Statee of the Union ! Marcy has written to them, and yon shoold do so loo. 

W£EB. 
Colonel Webb's Card, referred to above. 
A CARD. 
WisHiNOTON City, Gadsby's Hotel, February 11, 1838. 

In " A Card" published in the National Intelligencer and United States Telegraph this day, 
Got. Poindexter of Mississippi, and Gov. Moore of Alabama — both memben of the Senatsof 
the United States-^charge the Surveyor of the Port of New York, [M. M. Noah.] with writiai 
the article which appeared in the editorial columns of the New York Courier and Enqaiier <m 
the 7th inst.,and ot which the following is an extract : [Here follows the extract.] 

The undersigned does not deem it necessary to comment upon the undignified character of 
the " Card*' of the Honorable Senators, but begs leave respectfully to assure them, chat the en- 
tire article referred to, was written by him, and forwarded for publication from tihdsdty. The 
two materiel faete alleged in that article, nre^-firet, that the disclosures said to have been oiade 
by Mr. Van Buren to Clement, were, according to Clement's own admiasion, made at hie fiat 
interview with Mr. Van Buren, which was purely accidental and never bat once repeated. &^ 
eond, that Clement had asserteid that Gov. Poindexter and Gov. Moore offered to fiuniah faha 
with funds for the establishment of a newspaper in the State of Mississippi. Theee two charges 
are now repeated — they are susceptible of proof at any moment, and for their tmth, as well m 
for whatever opinions or sentiments are contained in the article alluded to, the undersigned 
holds himself pereonaUy reeponeible. He would further inform these honorable Senators, that 
the members of Congress from New York referred to in the foregoing extract, do not seek eon- 
oealment ** behind" a " dark curtain,'* and that an application to the undersigned for their namei^ 
er for any other purpoee, " will meet with the most prompt and respectful attention toa^ their 

Obedient servant, J^MES WATSON WEBB. 

loaae HUVe Speech — how to make eapitalout of Clay'e quarrel — Ttbhettt 9ery good jpUni •/ s 

Bank-^Who ehaUwe make Governor ? — Tar^fo-^-taking care of the MBmmoth^FoUowi^ 

the Boetoniane for a new U. S. Bank. 

[Three letteis, C. C. Cambreleng, to Jesse Hoyt at New York.] 
[No. 219.] WASHTNOTOir, Idth Feb., 1839. 

Dear H.— Mr. Hill's speech will go all over the Union — that notices Clay's attack opon Mr. 
Gallatin in the best possible manner — it drives it home upon him. His quarrel, too, with Gee- 
enl Smith you will have seen — ^that ought to be noticed eonspieuously. He is one of onr Wfo- 
Intionary Heroes, upwards of 80— one who gallantly defended what was then called Mnd Fcrt 
on the Delaware, when attacked by a British squadroja. 

With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting about— a remoB- 
•trance against it is enough — I don't think the debate ivill come up fof a month — 3fr. TMett 
oentmoA VERY GOOD PLAN OF A B ANK--which I have returned. Aek him to send bm 
a copy of it. • Very sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBBLELENG. 

* While this anprineipled eooMerftte of Van Baran, thut neraetly acknowledged to Hoyt his dedn ibr a UaiMd 
Btalet Bank, (we alio hit latter of the 16th, with its artful hints) he thuspabliely rapcDhated it, to pay oovittetkt 
paitj who had grasped the public treasure as political and personal plunder : 

[Extracts from his speech, in Congress, of Jan. 14, 18S4.J 

** Of all the eurrencies that were ever contriTCM bj^ man, the roost Ticious in nriDeiple. the moat calamltoas in ito 
•Inets upon trade, the most detrimental to the public interest, and the most nnsara, as it respects the preserratioa of a 
inetalUc currency, is that which is founded on the credit of a national bank, not only oonneeted with the <iit»ff 
of a goremment, but like onn, hivolved in all the fluctuations of every species of eommereial Credit and ^fc— «■> 
ia them upon a national scale.'* * 

** It is a common opinion, too, that a national bank proTents the mnltiplication of State banks. R may be so, ifr ; 
bat if it is. It is contrary to principle, and in this country and In England contradicted by experience. It Is tfMthat 
immediately upon a dissolution of a national bank, there will be. as the gentleman from Pennsylvania has sbewa. 
u unusual number of applications for State institutions ; but in a long series of years, the tendency of a natloBat 
hank note enrreney is more powerful than all our local circulations, in constantly impelling trade, hankins eW 
eireiy apMiak of credit and speculation beyond these prudent limita, which, wifhoet tfw ag«n^ of woek an F^ 
tlQ^ weeld nraaUy he pnaaiibwi by the sSBosl Slid atssdy sscsaelsttoa of the eapttd of tU cottBtiy.** 
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rKo. 930.] WAsnniATOH, 14th Feb., 1832. Dear H. — The knowing ones at Albany 

merely wish to maneanvre a little about the Governor to get a change. That is as I mspeet. 
I have written Wright, Edwards, and Flagg— Croswell, I wrote him also. We shall not get at 
THfi BiBk for 4 week»--at least Isboold think not. The more we discuss it the stronger we 
dtall become. McDuffie's, atUu Calhoan's, Tariff, is on one extrenie Clay?s on t'other. The 
Oemleman who wrote Mr. MmnfiHti is not our friend— *He is of the StitKerUind ichaol * 

Sinoerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENO. 

[No. 331.] WisBiifeTGir, 16th Feb., 1833. 

Dear H. — I return you the letter — Judge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution prepared and 
vrill offer it as soon as he can — it will cover the object in view — I shall see the President to« 
night — who has a confidential director on the spot. You need not fear but what we shall take 
eare of the Mammoth in some way or QXhei-^I think ON REFLECTION thai it wmldbe wtU 
tnoMgh to Ut the plan Mr. Tibbet* ,had in view alone for the yreeenU Let them follow th^ 
BoMtoniano and Portland people in aoking for a new hank from the federal gooenunefil— 
hut on the plan they propooe — this is on the whole better than to §et vp for ourselvee, which 
might be made use of by the Pennsylvanians against us, here and elsewherr*. — We can bring 
forward a State bank next year — mention this to Mr. Tibbets. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

I did not know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Buren. 

Suiddixing the Preoo in eameet^^Francie P, Blair of the Globe, oet t^ ao an Editor for Van 
Buren, by Officere of the Cuotom House and Poet Office of New York, 
[No. 323.] Mew Yokk, Saturday, 18th February. 1839. 

To Jesse Hoyt— M. M. Noah— Samuel Gonvemeur'— Walter Bowne^William P.HaUet^— 
Samuel Swartwout— Comelina W. Lawrence*— James A. Hamilton, and others. 
Gentlemen— When F. P. Bhur, Esq. was in this city, you each subscribed a certain amoont^ 
for the purpose of fumiahing him vridi a Printing Press. 

At dftB meeting of hie friends on that occasion* the subscription was abort of the amount re. 
qnired-^ut I well recollect the Pledge you made-— which was — that the Press should be Air. 
niahed and paid foi^— end that he might rest assured of its being forwarded as soon as it could 
be procured. The presa has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direoUon of some of the eubsori. 
, bers— and 91370 paid on account of it— the balance due the maker is $653 50 cents, for which 
' be has commenced suit against me. Aa I did not either contract with, or have any thing to do 
with Mr. Hoe, the maker of the Press, eicept my exertions in collecting the subsc^ptions. end 
paying them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it. It appeare to me that this mmrter 
ought net to be oubgected to an inteotigaiion in a Court of Justice. Mr. Hoe should be paid for 
the Press— and I think the gentlemen who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, sre m honor ftotmd, 
to pay immedif te attention to the subject. I therefore suggest that you meet for the pnrpoee, 
at the Bank Coffee House, on Tuesday evening at 7 o clock. 

Youia very lespectfuUy, DANIEL JACKSON.t 



He eoododsd hj wejiog-^ do not eotail qpoa posterity ike eaknitiei of a natkaia] bank note eanenej, aad by 
the feoodfttion of anoChor raTolulion ia roar govornmeot.'* 

Wo find in tho New York Advertiior, toe foliowinff account of Tibbeta*t '* viav QOOD plan or a bank,** vhkh 
CkmbrBlongiocrecly derired and publicly denoonced : 

" Sj^UmMd BoMk Frt^/flcC—Wo obMrvo an Advoitinnient in tho papon simod by ** BuiHA Tiaasn, for Mm- 
lolf and Anodataa.** giTinff notice of an application to bo mode to the Leotolaf are of this 8UCo at its praaeot aae- 
ffioo, for a bank with a capital of thirty fire milliont, to be located in this city, and to be known by the name of the 
" National Union Bank.'^ A« the plan i» toroewhat new, and nmy, perhaps, if adofrted. tare Congren the trooble 
of M-chafterifif tho itresent Bank of tho United Statea, hj p fe ae ntin(f an inatitatioB to which there are no eooitlta- 
tiooal ohiections, we haaten to make oor leadois aeqaainted with the project. It will be mod that it niae on all 
fimrt with the Bonk of the United States. 

JSr«t— The charter is to take effect on the termination of the present charter of the U. 8. Bank, and to last thirty- 
Ato years. SwMii--Branehes shall bo established in each BUte of the Union, with the eooseat of Ha Logislatara, 
and the eitiaens of such State shaU be exelnsively entitled tosobscrlhe for the stock. TIrrd— AH notes for eircola- 
tion shall be issued by the Mother Bank at New York, and made payable there. They are not to exceed the amovat 
of capital. Jbartt T he Bank is to collect and transmit tho rands and rerenao of the general goTOramoiit on the 
teqaititioa of tlie Soeretary of tho Traasory, and allow three per cenL on all governnent dopoeita, on eoaditioa that 
the notes of the Bank be recelTOd In paymenU to the United BUies. FMk—The capital of this Bank is to bo lia- 
ble to taxes in the States where the branches are located. Sk'xO— The States which shall aothorfxe branehea nay 
Ca«i end to tho same on three years notice, and on authorizing the Mother Bank to make an arrangomont wicli 
State Banks for transacting the business of the United States. 

« See No. 03, page IBS, Dr. Joel B. Sntberlaad. 

tOaeM JaekioB, ehiof-begfar iir Blair, and one of Van BQran*s greedy spoilsnon, is thas doseribed by Lenatt 
m nis Plafaideaier. Jan. 1837^-** There is at this very moment, a striking specimen of this class of nolitleal opioas- 
oatsrs rtandiag at tho couAter nf the Albany manufacturers of tho drug, and boning for one more dose of the stia* 
ttkitinc aareotiok This onftMrtanate polhieal opinm-oater is Mr. Dmnd Jeckm*, who has long bean is tho habit 
«r taking HiiispodaB of norvo«» osattomaat. Tho drag which bo is petitioning for, with all the hwaUo aaiwasinasi 
of a bonir at a bokad door, is kaowtt by tho aano ofSpoeial Chatter.** 

AfaiaXegMttaaya, page M»:~*« These am tho leading spirits— tho snoeth.aly, aad sapplo, and plaasiblo Gidtoa 

sa,aad MMlaa4-MMthodDaaiolJaehaQO-^tho mooopoly dioao of which tiba Ttaifs is hot tfaa fntla aoha.*» 

anW haJ T dw h iai y m mwyHmkh , " Wa ■an aed wffl haf a nart aaa l baak." 
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Camhreleng to Hoyt on Fiah, Root, Angel and the Bank. 
[No. 223] W4SUK0TaN, 14(h March, lt^32. Ds^t H.-*You ought not to sfipatet Mttf 
teprtraenutive in Congress. We bhall be in the midst of Tariff, B«nlt» £c», and oao't go— cake 
goud, honest, and siauooh men— «(»nd such meo as Mr. [Pre«erved] Fwh. Oar Friend d-*^, 
whose letter yoa read wheu here, is in a great fidget because he did n^d see his aiemoiisl in 
fttvor of the Bank of the U. S. announced in the paper. I had ^ai important event rsgularlr 
announced! Root will not trouble us much longer. Angel [of N. Y.) hammered him with- 
out gloves — be bad nobody to defend him but an anti-mason. 

Sinceiely yunrs, C. C. CASfBRELBNG. 

T9 Hofft on Webh and Noah^i '* wincere atiaehment to the cause of Mr, Van Buren^^^thif fut 
forward a bad caudidato-^Boot goee for the pewter mug^Wicklife and JkuueU, amtmatf •} 
Jacktionf^the Bank, 

[No. 224.] Private. Wasbimtov, 15th March, 1832. 

Dear H.-^1 never doubted the ainoere attachment of the Editors of the Courier and Enquirer 
to the cauae of Mr. V^ Buren, the President and our party generally — but the couree they por« 
sue in relation to General Root, is calculated to injure the cause of the administratioo. 1 care 
not for the quarrel with the Argus— or who may be unr next Governor— that matter will be no 
doubt amicably adjusted — ^but I do care about putting forward a candidate who is as muck 
opposed to this administration as Joel B. Sutherland t and his votes will prove it, as they have 
done already. He and Pitcher vote uniformly with the oppaeiiion— 4ind Root yesterday denoumcti 
Tammang Halt, and went openl^f for the Pewter Mug, Another course is ponned vHiich they 
wilt find in the end will be hi^y injurious to tiie President — that is» pressing the Bank bill apoo 
him at this session with a moara\ certainty that if it reaches him the obligation of poblic datf 
■ wilt compel him to return it — as entirely premature — ^fouryeare before the charter expires. The 
charter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not yet been fenewed«»d»e charter of 
the Bast India Company was not renewed till one year before it expired— Chree-foortks of the 
President's friends are opposed to the Bank — and be can never nnder sach circumataneca, do 
otherwine than to send the bill back — ^if he had no other motive, the a^iostment of the tariff and 
tlie extinguishment of the public debt — both occorring before the charter exptres—arv slonesof- 
ficient. It is the enemies of the President, soch as Branch, Wickliflfe, Daniel, &«., dkc^ nnM 
with the friends of the Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expecting to do him an 
ii^iiry> and Itili the bank too-*40AicA itofriehde are eertainbf doing 6y preenng it now. 

Sincerely youia, C. C. CAMBREUBNG. 

Leoaont on the proper use of Confidential Leitero on Politico. 

[No. 225.] Mr. Cambreleng's views of the sanctity of eonfidenCial oorrespondenoe, may be 
iea<fily inferred from the contents of the following leitnr, marked "private," addresaed tofcie 
friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated May 19ih, 1832. 

'* Dbar H : I have seen a copy of W 's PRIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a de- 
liberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on me, and was designed to coax the Jodtps to ftfor 
him, which was of course repelled. W — asked to have the letter returned — ^it was ^o^-hal whet 
IT— doee not know— the Judge took a copy of it. IT*S A ROD IN PICKLE, and wilt ex- 
pose some small contradictions of ids present ststements, and show some little dnptieity. The 
Judge can tell him that he found my statement of the Webb and Noah case too moderate, and 
that be wrote it over himself. Don't mention about the letter to Clayton — he will prohalkls pek 
Uoh U. The Bank will come up in the Senate next week — ^it won't distiuii us before the middk 
of June. Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG." 

Private Arrangementa for Nominating a Party Governor, four monthi before a Conventiom of 

the People woe called, 

[No. 226.] Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt at New York. — ^WASHivoTOit, Senate Ghamberj 
May 26, 1832. — Mr Dsab Sir: I have received your several letters, and feet much obliged to 
you for the interest you have taken in the matter. Our fHends from Albany are here now, and 
I am to have a lull conversation with some of them on the matter to which our correapoodsiice 
relates. I have no doubt they have cooled a great deal since they left home. I will give yM 
•hordy the result of our interview, which will take place to4norrow.| 

YowB sinoerely, W. L. MAKCY 
• 

t dea MraM partienlan about Uia fodoobubta Dr. SnthatlaDd in No. 03 of tbit eonatpoaaence. 

t OoIoimI YtfQOff, who wa* for Hmrv Clay in 18M. pforid«l at tiM HarkliMr OoavtsUaa, wtM^ownlaaln 
Marey a« tiovernor, Bapt. 19, 183S. Wlw did tba Colonel tdmiort for tJM PrwUaiiey to 1808 ? fti Mat be wim 
a pamphlet to prova that iiata bank afaartais are aonttntloiial, and a national bask ebartar sat ao r oat bsartt 
tiia itoek of Mata bnok* 00 •peeolatioa, and tbw koeana ooaa aaora an aoliva aooMaraia of Van Bomm. OaegNat 
diflkttlty ia tba way of a raooeMful DaMi ir atic gotmamaat h iapmpw syttai at MKlltMnsiM. I tm fst- 
pawd to pKova that eTSa thai of Enftaad h mueh nois Daaociatiothaa enni 



iiltit k^tnki 6f if AKirFACTtHtme a DEMocBAi>ic Governor. i3& 

An» Ifte F^t9 Fre9» prepat9$ the Portfjf to nominate a Candidate w%o ha$ setHed efrtah ^««. 

tioite wHk the Party Leadere and Trading PoliUeians, 

' [Wo. 327.] Senator Marcy lo Jesse H v»yt, at N. Y.— Washington, 3d June, [1833,] 

Mr Deab Sie: I have been shamefully negligent of my promise to you in relation to ibo le- 

mU of th«; interview with my Albany friends. 1 hoped to be able to cunvince them that it waa 

right and proper for me to adhere to the determination which I had communicated to Croewell; 

but I failed in doing so. They convinced me ihat there were more difficulties attending the se. 

lection of a proper candidate than had presented theniaelves to me. The result was that [ am 

not to persist in declining now, but am to be let alone if it can be done — as I think it may with. 

OQt injury to the party .t It would seem (o imply (if it cannot be) that I am a mighty consequent 

tial fellow. You or any body else may think so if you will, but I do riot. 

Webb hasnotmad^ed and publiehed your Articles. So longtime has now elapsed, and the 
' fe^r 'of those twho called for me to come out has so much subsided, that probably uoihlog more 
Wilt he said by him. How stand aflairs in N. Y.7 

^ There is a great eflbrt making we learn by the manufacturing interest to get up an excitement 
on the Taritf-— our friends from Albany and elsewhere thought it would not succeed. Bodies of 
B^anufacturere are flocking in here, and they appear about AS CRA^Y AS TH£IJNIU4«I- 
FlERS— 1 think the exaemea will unite and deleat all attempts at coinprumiae. 

Youra, &c. W. L. MARCY. 



No. 238.] Scnatol" Marcy to Jesse Hoyi, at New York. — Washucotoh, Sattirday, 
[1833.] (The date, signature, and a few words of the conclusion, torn off.) — Dear Sir: I have 
this morning received a note from Webb, and I lenrn from the tenor of it that you had written 
lo htm on the subject which engaged tia in two or three conversations. I find that our opinions 
of' him were peifectty correct. Attacked as he is on all sides he is willing to attend to others aa 
w^l aa himself. I find my intimation to you is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine 
in the matter referred to and bad understood from me more than I intended to convey. Wvbb 
Ikaa andoiibtedly every disposition to put things right and he ought to bts permitted to do so tb a 
certain extent In his own way — I have had full conversations with you and from them you can 
make to Urn sucn suggestions as will apprise him of my views.^ He may think I ought to write 

t Colonel Webb reniarki on thew letten. that " bein^jf th« friend of W. L. Marcy, and entertaining the moat 
aaremfti eontemiM of the Albany Begency. he pheed Mr. Marcy*! name at the head of hi* eolumnt fuf tiovemor. 
in defknee of the iatrigiiee of tbe l U n me y to defeat faia aominatJon. The £dHar «t the Atgnt <OMa«ell} oad 
aimttar toota, uiged opon Senator Maroy to auihori^ then to declare that be had not eonnivt^ at or anactktBedl 

our coune. He refused to do tu The personal relations between Oovernor Unrcy and us (Mr. Webb) 

htTO never been niierrupted, olthotMrh the Arg ns did abuse him fur dining «nth as immediately after his electkn 

Leggett joined Croewell in denoaneing Marcy for dining with Webb. I cony his remarks from tkt PlamdtaUr, 
vol. 1. page 450, Jane 17, 1837. omittng, LeggetttkarahepitkeU, as uncalled tor here. 

** About tfao time it became known that Uie United dtatos Hank had pnrehased [Colonel Webh^s folloenee, aa 
editor of the C. A: E.) and while the newspapen were still rincing with the story, H was duly ehfAnicled that (Jov- 
emor Marcy had been entertained at a private dinner by [the Colonel] .... He (Murey) is a we«k« crifMng inde- 
ehive man .... the mere tool of a monopoly jimto, their eonvenient instrument : and' while hegtT^thMsaaetioa 
to tlieir unworthy measures, we survey him with contempt, and can offer no better encase for hit c^ndnet than tliat 
* hfs poverty and not his will consents.' '* 

^ On tbe I8tb of August, 1832. Colonel Webb dissolved partnership with M. M. Xoab, and became sole owner 
of the Cour. and Enq. On the 6th of Oct. that year, he addressed tbe public thru' his juuroal,stiiling thnt in Nov. 
1839, an article against recharteriog the U 8. Bunk had been surreptitiously published n his paper — that next 
month Jackson came out with a similar paragraph in his message— that, believiitg ilie U. S. B. tu be a political 
machine, he assented to the attacks made, on it in the Courier and Enquirer, from Nov 1838, until Mareh 1831— 
16 monthii — after which he adiocatod a modified rechnrter, believing that the Bonk had nut meddled in govern- 
ment affairs. The loan obuined by Silas B. Burrows from the U. S. Bank, of S15.000. Air Noah, Webb, or suine 
oM of th«m, waa in March 1831, the month in which the Courier and Enquirer changed its course. I presume the 
banks which were struggling for the deitovltes and the power, would have lent Webb and Noah, wttfl HSOO stib- 
scribera, a large sum to continue lo adroeate the Safety Fund, the Deposites, and mi f«'chartef>-and if si», Webb, 
ts an advocate, chose his side. Marcy oould not hnve been very strong on the other tack, for the above letV^n 
show that be was in eloae politieal aMiaaee with Webb citl the fad of that year. James Gordon Bennett who w«s, 
in 1832, the Washington correspondent of Webb and Noah's press, gives, in his UeraUU (SepL 26, 1845,) the M- 
lowing rershMR of Ma lateraonrse with Marey about his nomination as (Governor : 

** in 18^, duriuff the session of Congress. I was at Wash{n«ton as one of the edHors of the Cowtier mi Cb- 
MMrsr, enjoying th* ooniklence of the party and all eoneemed, and eorresnondine v^Hh that j«Hinial'. Mr. Marvy 
was tbeda asemberef theBeoate. I had frequent personal iotareourso with bin on politics akme. • » * * « 
During that session I used to see Mr. Marey aknoal every day. In the ooufse of eonversatiea, one day. durhif a 
Walk up pssnoayhrania Avenue, to whieh be InvitMl me, 1 found that the Senator had something heavy on aia 
asind, whl«h he wished to disclose. I discovered that the heaw business on the heart oftffe Senator was a ddsira 
to be broofbt forth io the eeluanos of the Cna-ier muL Emquirtrm* a candidate Ibr the gubernatorial chair of New 
York in antlQipattoo'oftlieCoavafitSoa of the |mfty, to be held in Herkimer fai the IkH. We discussed the mfltier 
in all its aipMts Air eeveraHveeks. I eoneloded that it would Le a ftmous movement for the OfurUr »nd Bm- 
imrirwr, and partieularly for my Uteni Webb to tahe up. as he was in rather an awkward predieamebt in lelatleB 
to the party, gnawhif oat of chediaakiaures abent tlie #62^000 affair of the United States Bank, which had been 
pfcvfousfyimnight cut by Oambreleag. In thi» view of tha case. I eammeaced a serUieor»rivtoia lenaf*. add m isi d 
to Mr. Wm. icatiagall the vitwa olthe c a set o Sen a te r MTev*a opmion s . t he pnsitie* of Webbhitos«lf» t«d thaadoii- 
wMi atovt«»al i^w u w U he ta anahUnclha CbaHhr «a4 lEb^^risvr to eheekmeto the Jirgm* and • the n ' 
tlNic owB ffMMd. Thaea Jtttan c gn tamed a vaiieiy of tba views oomnuBkatad W m»m liirtifarttl | 



98D vnoBf vsmnrt, mativsisic, van BtmsN ahd ttoYf • 

to luiiHHmd ao I riioidd periitp»--bot I have two reMOM fornot dolngacH-ilieoMlttkatlf t 

diould go over the whole matter as I did with you in coavexmtioa it would make a prodigioa^ 
hong letter, and I am too much engaged to afford the time to write it, bat the aaoond ia I have 
dedined to write to all Editors on the aubject (except one [Croawell ? ] which I eiplained to yoa.) 
Tkda reaoltttion waa early taken to preaerve my poaition — Co keep tUeni. He will appcedataniy 
motiTea and I hope approve of the courae. . . . 

Col, WeWe notiotu about FrnaU Leitere. 
[No. S99.] Jamea Monroe, Eaq., to Jeaae Hoyt, Wall atreet, N. Y. 
BiooMiNODiXB, August 9, 1832.— Dear Hoyt : • • * leodoae you a letter Teceived from oir 
friend Gait. You wUl aee that it conuina the laat accounts from the Army. You may, if yoa 
think proper, give the pacts therein contained to aome EkKtor, hut not to pmJbiiok ike lat- 

ter. Of VTehb did mine ike other dag, much to my annoyance, I had written a letter to Gaav- 
emeor and given certain &ct8, and ke tent my Utter to Webb to take tbx facts — and he pah- 
Uohad moot of the better— and you have aeen it, you may judge it waa not written fiir pnh. 
Heatios. • • • » How ia Bremner ? Yours truly, J.MONROE. 

^lkmOi§ koMitf of the Van Buren native faetion to our hrethren from other U ndo E m 
Ung Bennett would otand up for Van Buren-^Col Welfh^Bennett f«4>ee(e^— f200 in the 
Big Gun. 
[No. 230.] James Gordon Bennett to J. Hoyt, N. Yoik.-*PBii.AOCLraiA, 16th AagM, 
1833.t-*- Dear Uoyt : Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence ia that ooBvayinf 
die refnsaL This is the beat evidence of the deadly hootility which you all hm)e enterteimd 
toweardi me. It explains, too, the course of the Standard and Post, in their aggreanons upon aa 
ever aince I came to Phikdelphia. The name for auch a feeling in th^breaata of thoee I have 
only aerved and aided at my own cost and my own aacrifice, puzzlea me beyond example* I can 
aooonnt for it in no other way than the aimple fiM:t that I happen to have been bom in mnother 
omuUry. I most put up with it as well as I can. Am to your double and ourmioeo about aiy fu. 
tere courocp rest perfectly eaay — I ehaU never abandon my party or my friondo. 1*11 go to die 
bottom sooner. The aaaaulta of the Post and Standard, I shall put down like the grasa that 
grows. I ahall carry the wnr into Africa, and *' curst be he who criea hold, enough.'* Neither 
Mr. Van Buren and the Argua nor any of their true frienda, will or can have any fellow feeUoff 
with the men^the atockjobbera — ^who, for the last two years have been trying to deatroy my 
ohafaeter and reputation. I know Mr. Van Buren better— and I will otamd n^in hio defemee, 
AS LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I wiU endeavour to do the beat I can to 
got along. I will go among my personal frienda who are unshackled aa to polidca or ^*»^V\ f f^ 
who will leave me free to act aa a man of honor and principle. So my dear Hoyt, do not Isse 

Hialnr lUrey kiiBMlC I dMiy that I had oodmtood and eomaranieaied mora to Bfr. Webb than Marey intaeM la 
eonvay. ladaad, alnott erary day, or avery othar day at that lima, Saoator Marey aaad to naet ma ia tha eapjiol, aad 
St hia own room, aod than he would diaeloM to ma all tha ioformatioo which ha had reoaivad from tha ranacr 



eaiap, at Albany, in ordar that 1 might ba aoahlad to appriM Mr. Wabb of the facte, and qualify him to ^ 

the ebackmaia which we inlaaded to giTO them. In all thia butfaMm, Senator Marey wished to eland etitt h e ta am 
tha two eootendiof elifuu, while I was to work the wires in Washington, and Mr. Webb was to fiia off the bif 
gnn in New York. Senatpr Marev and I in Washington, used to laugh and chuckle most amnsinglv over d» 
amvamants by which, through the Onrier and Enfmirer, we aecomplisMd nltiraatelv his nomination— <aeekaalri 
M paiBonal »ies at Albany^HUid elected bim triumphantly Governor of this State for the first tame. Befoie ihi 
•ammer was OTar. howeTer,Mr. Webb bolted ftom the democratic partv on the United States Bank qaestion,aad caaa 
not igainst the re-ele^on of General Jackson, including also the election of the very man, William L. Maiej, 
whom he had so much contributed to bring befoie the public. I sluek*^to the moTameat, and left tha GMHsr oU 
Mnf miitr on acoooat of this bolting." 
t Mr. Bennett lapublished this letter in the N. Y. Heiald, but dated it a year later (1833,) and triad to anlue 
. , .. - .... ... - theU.S Bank, byiafcrrii^lia 



kttar ol Hoyt*s wriltao twelve months aiier, about f900,QOO. The explanation is lame, clnmmr, aad bnilt on a frhs 
i>«adation. Tha foltowing astreet from a letter of Hoyt to Bennett, in Augnet, 1893, will abow that Van Baim 
and Ue men balievad that Bennett, like Webb and Noah, was retained against their pJomdhle plunder eehane; hit 



•* Yon have heard me talk to Webb, by the hour [mys Hoyt] of the folly of his being on the face of tha raeeida 
Mend of Mr. Van Bnian's, and at the r me time attackiiy HIS MOST FIRM AND CONSISTENT FEIBND; 



via. tha editor of tha Jtrgus; and yon stand in almost the mme attitude, and there are many beta who baUere dHt 
your ineodship will end as Mr. Webb«s has. I will do yon the iuatioe to say that I behove no sack thiof, hotel the 
aeme tinm I will eaerdse the Aanknem to say, that tha coone of ranr paper lays yon open to the suapiaion. Ikarr 
eopogh of aflairs to kaow that you had high authority for tha groono yon bare taken onthedepoeiu qoeitiea,and 
1 thought yon maoaffed tha snl^jeet well for the meridian yon ate in. I wastold by a penon adayor twoBinae,ihat 
ye« wottld ba aided fiom another onarur ; I could not learn how. But yon oaglit not to eapaat n^ friend at the 
BMth to do any thing, aot that he has an indisposition to do what is right, or that he wooM not aerva a IKend. bat 
ka ii in the attaode that requires the most fastidious reserve. The people are Jeaioos of the pohKapioas, nadths 
Moment it is atiam|.ted to be eontiolled, its oaeftiloeM is not only desti«7ed, but he who wottld gain miblia fcvar 
thfovfh its eolooMs is quite sum to fell. I am satisfied the mam has last aome portion ol its hold onoopohliecen- 
Uoomi MaMt^avelonemento have had a tandaney to satid^ the people, that itoeottdnalai*, or mooy of them, et 
Jsail, araasaeMtiahle as apiomiasoiy Bofa. This im pi amioi can anly be tomovad by a <n» odhati 
igy«»a<Jwwityaawoa ^Mjomyedtj, j oaa, ny dear eir, oalyiay.ael hovo bait Miibayoa, he ] 



LdBBYING, Dl^SFONDtNGy SitfeCtlONSERtNO, talBtNa AND BARGAtNINO. HS^ 

par sleep on my account. I am certain of your friendBhip whatever the othen'may say ^\^- 
1 ftar norning in the shape of man, devil, or newspaper ; 1 can row my own boat, and if the Poet 
and Standam don't get out of my way, they must smk me— that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principles and run hereafter as I have done heretofore, and wUch J mean to do, recollect it h 
not 80 much that " I love my persecutors" as that / regard my own honor and reputation. 
Yoar lighting up poor Webb nke a fat tallow cajidle at one end, and holding him out as a 
beacon-light to fWghten me, only makes me smile. Webb is a gentleman in private life, a good 
hearted fellow, honorable in all his private transactions as I have found him, rat in politics and 
aewspapers a nerfect child— a boy. You will never find the Pennsylvanian going the caiear of 
Che C. a E. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved bsfeie hattd 
to do me all the injury they can, but it will answer for nothing else. I am, Dear Hoyt. 

Yours truly, J. Q. B. 

P. S. TIU $SM in Specie rUvutinUf my big Chm and five thi U.S. Bank and S^^ 
ekhr99dnde. I wish you woukl let me know any other U. S. Bank movement in your dtf. 
Thia is te Battte ground of Bank contest^-here is the field of Waterloo. New Yoric now is 
cajy the Pynenies. 



Ho/^ on Congressional Lobhfingj at WaakingUm* 
[No. 231.] Lorenzo Hoyt to Jesse, his brother, in New York. 

Albakt, Sept, 10, 1832, Sunday.— I should be very much pleased to accompany yoo to 
Waiiilngton this month ; but as 1 shall not be able to go more than once, I believe I shcdl wsit 
fill winter, or early in the spring, Perhaos I skaU have a case ^CONGRESSIONAL L(MI- 
BYING, by which I can Tnake it a jaunt of pleasure and profit. 

Marcy desponding^^ terrified at the effects of bank doOar^-^bids Soft meet the BemkwiiX Demo* 

erotic Dollars if he r^n. 

Two letters— William S. Marcy to J. Hoyt, New York. 
[No. 232.] Private. Albany, 1 Oct. 1832.— My Dear Sm: I did not receive youJ* letter 
of Thursday till last evening. I hasten to reply to it— though :he answer will give yOu no plea- 
sure. I think our chance of success doubtful. Although others are full of coura^, I am not 
T have looked critically over the State, and have come to the conclusion that probaaif we shall be 
beat I would not say this to you were I not perfectly confident that it will remain a pr^owU 
tearet. All reports fipom New York are that we shall do better than you represent : yet i have 
distroated them. The U. S. Bank is in tkefiOd^ and I cannot but fear the e^ct of 50 or 100 
thousand dollars expended in conducting the election in such a city as New York. I have great 
confidence in Uie honesty of the people, but it will not withstand all temptations. The coBnupnoN 
OF SOME LEADS TO TUB DECEPTION OP MANY. You ougfat to look to the Upper Wavds. I tar 
^ou will &id defections among the active electioneerers. Though I speak so disooununngly ef 
the result, I do not doubt, if money could be kept out of use, we shovOd beat them. But it wiU 
not. Yet great efibrts without money may save us. I hope these efibrts will be made in New 
York. If I thought that N. Y. would do as others sav it will, I should say the chance is in oor 
favor, but I feared such a result as you predict My advice i»^don't Bet YOUR MONEY, 
BUT SPEND IT, as tar as you legally can, to promote the election. We are all determin- 
ed to deserve success, and do not despair of getUng it Yours sincerely, W. L. MABCY. 



Van Buren canvassing the infected district — the factions in Washington Co, split ifp— a Cool^ 
tion of bargain in Westchester — Matthew L. Davis cal cu late s the votes. 
(No. 233.] Albany, 4th Oct., 1833. My Dsae Sir: Yours of yesterday is received. 
I Be(bre it came to hand I had determined to write you in order to relieve the gloim which my 

former letter was calculated to cast over your mina. Information received since writing to vou 
' has covsiderably raised my hopes. V. Buren writes from the infected District that we s&fjl 

gain there as much as we can lose in the other parts of the State. That we shall gain Qspeaking 
I with reference to the last Governor's election) I do not doubt— but the extent of t&t gam cam^H 

I be conjectured. I think it will be 3000 in the 8th Distric^-and about 2000 in the 6lh. Our 

recent news from Washington Coun ty is very flattering. The FACTIONS tkere do not coalesce^ 
\ There is a reasonable hope that we shall be better on by 1000 votes than has been calculated. 
I The proceedings in Westchjester have dissipated the gloom that hung over that county. We 

imdfeTStand that both the Ward and Hunter parties will support our Electoral Ticket and ems 
\ enndidate. The charter election here has nerved oar friends and inspired a determination to 
I mmtefimby efforts. Upon the whole our afihirs look prettv well, and suceess i^ in oor own 
I hands, but we must labor to keep it. I fear more for you in W. Y. than any othfcr place. Your 

I vigilance and vigorous efibrts can alone save you ih>m a disappointment Davif^s calculatian. 

; in jreiterday's 0. ^ Sn. is, in many particulars, very wild. I have ran over that calculation and 
( jBMde a note of dedactions and additions which I think may be xoMonahiy depended on ^ 
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which r vary the resnlts. About 80/)00 a pretty material variation, I do not with it «s. 
hibiied. Indeed I believe it is rather an idle employment to be mailing estimates. The beat 
rule is to do the work and eee the result. I am, with great respect, yours, W. L. MAftCT. 

Smartwout, Uoyt H Co. helping the Daily Sentinel and the Truth TeUer, iVl F. 

[No. 934.] The fui lowing is one way in which party managers aasesaed t^emwWes in obe- 
dience to GoTemor Marcy's letter of Oct. l,io carry the election in New York by the oae'd 
money in 1832. Thetis is a perfectly fair mode. They paid friendly ediims for cireuktiog 
papers containing opinions favorable to their views, said ediitom having previously been with theSg 
and not having spoAtatized fur a considenitiitn ! 

** VVe the undersigned agree to pay the aums set opposite our names, towards giving a moie 
ortsaded cirfioiacion to the Daily Sentinel, and the ' Truth Teller.* Oct. 6, 1833.— J. 1^ 

fO^Tibhets 990-^. Swartwout faO— Thad*s Phelps fSO— 0. W. L. [Uwrenee] $a»« 
C. f90^P. Pish 990— S. $20-^. C. Csmbieleng $90-^). L. Livingston fSO-J. A. 
Hamilton $20— C. P. White «20— H. Hone $20— xM. Van Schaick $90—0. Jackson $90- 
J. I. Ciiddington $20— Aucbincloss $20, &c." 

[Editors when poor should take all the cash they can get from msn of all parties, bat contiBM 
to speak independently or not at all. When I published the Gazette at Rochester, and ihe Ex- 
aminer at New York, no man was more willing to receive and thankfully acknowledge, psco. 
niary aid from whig, dejuocrBt, native, loyalist, and conservative — and, to the best of my reost- 
, lection, I got donations from them all. If attacking a fortress and scarce oT powder would it 
be wise in the besieging officer to refuae the gUt of one or a hundred barrels }] 

Weeteheeter politics — the Young men started — Amen to a union with Hunter-^ke Bank 
hmgaboo—hoip uo to $300— fToyil eleetumeen for Ward day and night 
[No. 935] General A^iron Ward, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

SiNo SiicG, Oct. 12, 1839.— My Dear Sir: Your leuer of tlie 1 1th inst. has been received^ 
and in reply, I have to say that every honorable exertion will be made by our pnrty to eart^the 
election iii the County. 1 did not expect the nomination this year, but my friends considered 
that ttiere waa no other way of securing our election, and the Hunter men said they would net 
go for Mr. Kemble because he was [my] friend. Our opponents, beyond all doubt, would have 
carried a large mnjority against us. But 1 hsve very many personnl friends who will make ma 
of tlieir best endeavors to carry my election, of this I sm assured ; and you know that no man ia 
the county can calculate with more certain ly, as regards the election, than I can. Our party ia 
this county [Westchester] has but a amall majority. When Van Buren tan we got b« 150 
m^rity, and we only got 80 majority for an elector when Jackaon was elected— iot I tUak I 
ean now promise you at least 1000 majority. We hsve started the young men— they are nam 
aictivcly engaged— and they will bold a meeting upon my recommendation on Taeaday^-and ifasy 
will present us with oa^ candidate fur the Assembly. This will bring thorn out in their oir^ngtk. 
We shall g^ve our ticket 400 mnjorit? in this town. When I vras last up I received S25, the 
largest majority given in sny other Town in the State. Aa regsrds a union with osr 
Hunter friends, I say with all my heart. Amen to it— ^y friends have always been in favor sf 
it. The Young Men's meeting will do much to bring it about. If they come in they will agree 
to giw «ie their support, for they know that there was not a firmer friend of the Admintstxaiiott 
in Congress than I was. « 

I fear THE BANK infiuenct more than anything else. I have no doubt that the Bank 
Managers will expend a large sum of money in thin county. If our friends in to^^no could help us, 
at thtK particutrir crisis, to about TEfRBC HUNDRED DOLLARS, we will make good u»€ of it. 
We have but few men who are able to help us to means. You must supply us with 10,000 
. tickets at least— you ean have them steivotyped. Send them lo mc by some safe hand, and I 
wilt sse them dintributed in every town. I have not rested a moment since the contest con. 
menced, and if my health and Hie is spared I shall devote all my time to it. I have been twice 
about the county, and our prospects are cheering. I have met with friends where I least 
expected them, and snt>ng friends too. I wish you to look into the act, and see whether Coo- 
gitss and Electors go on one ticket. Look well into this. From the last act I should think not 

Truly, A. WARD. 



/«w«*t htUp thankfully aeknowledgid^Ward will meet the hank in its sioa com— JUs opeai 
maeh mom^^a Bank ogeaf— an office for a friend is a debt to he paiA^-^evory mma has 
kio price* o e oret eertice^ Ward ready to expose rogues on Vother side, (Jdaakonais /ssAtfiO 
«-e«pecfs to turn a 1400 majority, 

[No. 23€.] The same to the same. 

Strw 8im, Oet. 99, 1839. — My Desr Friend : I return y<m many thanks for yonrkfiMltrtlcf— 

and for the aantmaoe yon have ^ven me that 1 ihaB bava aid Geom yourgaod city, if not befcia« 



^xih AND rnt bank, hill^s bets, and mabct's b&ebcbbs. 1^39 

eertalnly after tb« close of the electitto. Aa foa eoneluded by reqnretiiig me to go on in the 
gojd Work, I have lo say in reply, that I wiUgo on; and 1 doubt mach wltocber there is a single 
individual in tbe State, that is, or that has been mor« active in pn»moctng the cause than my* 
self. / do not allow myself to oUep half a» much at heretofore. I am either writing letters or riding 
about the county half the night as long as I can find a man stirring with whom lean oonveras. 
Ao THE BANK has iU agenU here, it hao become neeeooarffor mo TO M£E T IT IN THE 
S AMIS COIN* — and I have been eonetrained in oetf-defence to expend a groat deal of mantTf-^ 
roach more than I can afford — and I shall be obliged still to expend more. I am not in a nitu- 
ation to bear the whole expense of the election, and yet all the expenses come upon my shoulders 
-*and as matiero now otand^ it vfiU not do for me to otop to tnquire the coots. 

The last evening Major Sing and myself had s oonveisstion with one ot those [U. 3. Bank] 
tfsms, and he btfonned us that he did not, a», regards himself, care a single pin h>iw the ehctiou 
went "but he aaidi. every man had hio price, oni he had A»#«-and he had received money from 
some gentlemen in New York, 6ttl 6e/ore it wee put in hio hands he took an oath not U» teU the 
name of the men from whom he received it* If I can find out the name of the man who holds 
the purse stringe in this County, his name ehall be brought before the jmbUe bo U whom ii 



It seems that yon turn all yonr attention to Long Island. Allow me to tell you thst this is 
one of the most important counties in the sute. Recollect, the majority against us ls»t year was 
1400^-and we are now engaged in endeavoring to carry a miyority for our entire ticket«*-and 
I ainoerely believe that we shall givs you a good account of this democradct county. J rely 
upon jfour giving me oome aid hereafter, end will go on in the good work most oheerluUy. I 
shall have the returns of this and Putnam Counties on the tith— and i^ill come to New York 
with them in person, if I am not worn down by my labors. 

In hsste, I am, truly, A. WARD. 

Governor Hill of New Hampshire, like his fiiend Wright st Albany, may have denounoed 
betting on elections, in his public messages, but he did not do so in his private ones. For exam- 
ple: — 
[No. 237.] CoifconD, N. H. Oct. 15. 1832. [Franked, Conoonl, Oct.18-.." feaac Hill, S. U. S.^ 

To Ji^sse H(>yt— My dear Sir— Yours of the 19th was last evening received. TO MEET 
THE BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT ANY 
SUM WILL BE SAFE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsylvania and New York, 
bi this State we are so strong, that ehould every other desert him, we may be relied on aa giving 
a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Tet the Bank is scattering its thousands here to afiect 
ns. I am, Sir, respectfully, Your friend and obedient Serv*t, ISAAC HILL. 



The Valiant Warrior, Marey, on his Bravery and his Breeches^The Barher*s BiU^Frauds 

and Feculatione, 
[No. 238.] Senator Marcy to Jease Hoyt, New York. Albany, 16th Oct., 1833. 
[Private.] My Dear 8ir-«Yonr letter of Monday evening I received this morning, and with 
it a breese from the South, that gives some of our f<ika a chiU. The opposition pretend to have 
certain informatiotk that Rimer is elected. Thoui^h we do not yet yield to this belief, still we ere 
less confident than we were yesterday of Wolfs Election. Ae to the Pantaloons ^air, perhaps 
i am not the person best qualified to advise. Though the charge waa right in itself, yet it must 
he regarded ae an unfortunate onet becsuse so easily turned into ridicule. I showed your pro- 
duction to Flagg'-he thought it very well, but seemed to think it was s little too formal. Tbe 
enemy will have their laugh, but I hope it will not do much miachief. The true explanation is sim- 
ply this — When Comptroller, I had alwaya made war on {itrnping charges, because I was satisfied 
many frauds against the State had been perpetrated by them. The law provided the payment 
of the Judge's expences in holding the Special Circuit. I kept a particular account of them 
which waa handed to the Comptroller. While on this bosiness some .work was done on Panta- 
loons, for which tbe Tailor charged Fifty cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into 
the Comptroller's hands without a paniciilar reflection how it would appear in print. 1 feared 
no danger for I knew no ein. Icon not advise how it is beet to treat the subject. The article 

* Airoa Ward, M. C, toGea. Sanrael Bwartwoot, 110 Chmnben tt-^i 



* Aaroa Ward, M. C, toGea. Sanrael Bwartwoot, 110 Chaaiben tt-^Hy Hotel [N. Y.J Not. S7. 1834. 
—My Dear General, I called at year booee this oTooinf, wHh a penonal friend Mr. Deroan, ia ordor to make too. 




caM in your ronMinbranee. I am truly, A. WARD. 

t WertchMtar County mono of the Tory fow wUeh ^to a iniOoritT of TotOi, in November, 1845, airalnn al- 
lowing the people of Plow York State to meet ia ConTeaiion, In 1840, for the leriiion and impioremeut of the 



240 MASCT^S WAB SBftlTlC^S. tttcmt OK WBBB. tlfdltAtt OK OLAt. 

in the Argua, headed, ' A very grave affair, 't is perhaps as full an explanation as the 1 
tioD will admit of. Bat it will be well to connect it, if much must be said on it, with dM giest 
innds and peculations of Holley, Van Tuyl, John V. N. Yates— (who I believe for love cf me 
writes many of the scurrilous articles in our papers,) in appropriating about (800 of Pedlen* 
License Fees, dee. d&c. Now as to my War StrvUee, (a more agreeable subject,) I was oat 
two campaigns — in 1812 on the northern frontier-^belonged to the party which took from the 
enemy at St. Regis the first stand of colors taken in the late war, on land, and the first prisen* 
eis (^about 40 in number.) These prisoners were in a hnuse built of square timber. I persooally 
headed the party that took them— myself broke open the house, entered it, and took firom tbs 
hands of the soldiers their arms, Slc, I care not how much this matter is handled, but rather 
they would let my pantalooM alone, I return your remarks. Yours, &c W. L. MARCY. 



BitchU prodigiouily senntive — Welh attache him — what impudence .'— -ITeU dentmneed a§ in 

apoetate I — Mumford^e help invokedSitehie bete on Jaekeon, ae Butler paye at Senif 

Hillf'^inaemaUtoay:* 
[No. 939.] Thomas Ritciiie, Editor of the Enquirer, to J. Hoyt, N. Y. 

Richmond, Oct. 20, 1832. — My dear Sir: 1 have been prevented by several pressing ennfH 
ments fit>m presenting you my sincere acknowledgements for the kindness you have rendered 
roe. In truth, I wished to send you the notice in the Enquirer which I intended to have taken 
of Webb's illiberal and unwarrantable attack. 

His attack by the Cholera delayed my artide, and then I was engaged in assisting |d pieper- 
ing the Address of the Jackson Central Committee— and I really had no time then to write yoo. 
I have taken the liberty of sending you the two last Enquirers. The one containing the ad- 
drees, and yesterday's paper, giving Dufi* Green's recantation on the subject of Mr. Jefleiwm^ 
letter and Webb's article. 

Permit me now, sir, to thank you most cordially ferthe service you have done me. It ena- 
bles me to put that calumny against me at rest for ever. Even Webb has not had the audacity 
to justify his misrepresentation, or to rebut my answer, but by trtanping up other calumnies and 
abuse against me. ' 

Between ourselves, the lettter which doses my article, is firom the gentleman who mariieJ 
Mr. JefierBon's grand- daughter — ^livedin his family — ^and copied his manuscripts for the press 
after be was dead. He deserves the high character I have given histi. Indeed nothing ever 
did surprise me more, than that Webb had the impudence to about Mr. Jefierson^ 

opinions. 
. There are hundreds in Virginia who would to the favorable septifflents of that dis. 

tingoiahed man towards myself. 

Will you add to the favor you have done me by askincr of Mr. Mumford th^ kindness to re- 
publish in the Standard, my reply to J. W. Webb. The apostate will never do me the justice, 
which T have lately done him in a case into which I was thrown into some mistake about him. 
Will Mr. M. do me the faver to spoead my defence before the People of New York as soon as 
he can find spare space for it? 

I think everv thin^ is working right for A. Jackson. I AM BETTING THREE TO ONE 
ON HIS RE-ELECTION, IN A SMALL WAY. As to Virginia, she wUl be found right en 
the day of eleetion next Monday fortnight. The legislative Ticket will prevail. 

Present me most kindly, with my thanks to Mr. Bowne, and my respects, thoujrh personaDy 
unknown, to Mr. Livingston. Gratefully youre, THOMAS RITCHIE. 



S. D, Ingham, See. Treae,, to Jesse Hoyt, K York, 
[No. 240.] Washiwotoic, 10th Nov. 1832— Dear Sir : I thank you for the infbnnatioa 
in your letter of the 8th. This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-niasoarv. 
They will not again raise that flag in the nation, and scarcely in a State. It will be driven 
back into a few counties— bat Mr. Clay is siso done ; hottever desperately he may fight in a fer- 
tomhope, that is not the character of hie friends. They cannot again be brought op to the 
charge. Yours with great respect. S. D. INGHAM. 

t Jodfe Marey wa« poor, and plaead in oifiea to lare him from rutn. Tn 1830, tho let itiatnre of New Yotk 
nvtod a law raqahing ooe of th« SapremaCoart Jadirestn hoW aCireoit in Niai^ara Ooontv, to try tba indietnwnti 
for kilUnf Morftmn for writinf about mAionrr. and difectad that his eocpanne* should be paid. Marnv waa talaclad, 
and ha kept an account of arery cant expen^ad. amon^r which he aoomeratad 35 cants in a RuflTalo barber, »n4 
■SO cants to a taifor f.>r aawinir up a Tary unsiffbtly rant in his breeches. About this eztm-jnd|rins. extra-par, uoA 
his tailors and hnrbara' bills, a laui^h was raised, which he was weakanoufh or wise enouirh to treat aa above. If 
aneh carefulness in details had beea his wnrat fault, I would have been aroonf his warmest admirvrs. Ris waf 
poiranpeared to due form in the Ar«ns and Evening Post, and doubtless aided his election. He had said ia tha 
UQited Stataa Senate, that** To the Vietonbelonf the Spoils,** and on that principle did he admin ster tbefovan- 
nent of K. T. Marcy is over fifty years of age, T have beard, but am not sure that ft is so, that he is IVmb Man* 
and eama to Troy, opened a shoe store theie, vud then turned lawyer, like Hoyt. 
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SW U€^f0ced iven fyr Hoyt .'—Stephen AlterCe Tammany Had Bank, to hrin: the Demteracy 
undfr the dhreet imJUtence of exclusive priviUgea, in open mockery of their prineipUe. 
[]Mo.84I J Stephen Allen, Receiver General of Sub Treasury's advice lo Jesse Hoyt ax N. y. 

ACfBAKTY, Nov. 38.1832. — Dear Sir: Nothing is m')re true than the observaiioa nwd* 
by Mr. Van Burea at tba Democratic iestival ; that tb« democratic party, in a great meat- 
lire, •we their prceent end previova vicroriea to T^mmAny Hailt the piaoe of conoenrratcd opin* 
ioD aad aedon, and a rallying point of the deoiocracy of the city, or words to that efiisct. There 
cannot be • doobt but that the building ef that Hali, and thus &r preserving it as a Party E$- 
tMi§ki90iit aod t raiiying place oa all occaaiooa for the RepubUcane of the City and ranound* 
in;; Couniiee, hue been one of the means of our triumphs. 

I WIS one ef the Committee who pttichaeed the ground— made the eontracta for boilding-Y 
ajid raised the nmney to pay for it. 

The epperationt of that Committee eri^ibiie and reoponseble, as during the progress of the 
work tbey werr freqoicntly compelled to raise considerable auma on the reaponsability of their 
own namee. The whole esubliahment coet about $55,000 ; all of which pum was subecribed 
by individuals of the party except 91$,000 (if I recollect rightj and for which last aura the 
premisee ere now nnder mortgage. 

If 6^aper<ir pMperly estimnted the benefit it hss received from the establishment, this debt 
would have been cleared off by subscription long since -, but such a reault, perhaps, is not to be 
expected. 

A thought has therefore oocarred to me, and which it is the deject of this letter to commnnL 
cate ; whether the extinction of this debt may not be effected by obtaining the CHA&TbiR 
OF A BANK, by the name of THK TAMMANY BANK. 

There eanet he a more favorable period than the present for such an application. 

The large miyority we have in both Houses and the good feeling evincud by the Country to* 
warda US consequeat on the large vote given by the City to the democratic candidatea, together 
with the important object of ri-Iieving Old Tammany from its embarrassments, WITH OTHER 
CONSIDEIRA riONS, I should preaome would cnrry the bill through uiumphaotly. 

The following plan of n Bank, I think would eSVct the object. 

The o«pital to be FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT LEAST. The Society 
of Tammany to be PRiVILlDGED to subacribe for $100,000 of the Stock. The Bank to be 
authorized to hand the amount on their bond* at an intereut of three per cent per annum the losn 
to l>e for three or four years. If the B»ink divides six per cetit on its stock, the SOCIETY 
would reo«ive THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, over and above the inUreet on the 
loan, which, in three years, would amount to $9,000. 

In the mean time the stock would advance in value, and if eold at the end of three or four years, 
would probably be worth ten per cent above par, nettincr a clear gain of $10,000, by which op* 
peraOon the Society would be put into posifesaion of $19,000, a fund more than aufficieat to 
clear oflT the incumbrance. 

My opinion you no doubt knoiD ie in opposition to an increase of these Banking Monopolies in 
the CUy^^at the Legislature WILL make them — and therefore IF WEfnu«t have them^^ere 
cannot be a more legitimate object to be pffected, both in a party point of view, as well as the 
charitable attributes of the Society, than the one alluded to. 

If you think well of the matter, I wish yon would consult some of our leading men — and if, 
on due consideration, the project should be deemed proper, it will be necessary that a notice 
ahouIH be published of the intention to apply, which you know may be published without the 
nafne of the applicant. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that 1 cannot serve in any of thfi ojfiefs created by such an 
institution-^txknny asnstance I can give in advancing the interests of Old Tammany will be 
cheerfully afforded. 

You will, of course, let the matter drop if, upon a view of the subject it shall be deemed in- 
expedient. I am with due respect, your ob't serv't, STEPHEN ALLEN. 

Hoyt desirei C. L. Livingston to be re-elected Speaker of Assembly^et him renounea his prni- 
cipUs-^we must be hostile to the ruESEjf t bank of the U. S. 
[No. 242] T^renzo Hoyt, Albany, to his brother Jesse, nt New York. 

Albany, Dec'r. 19, 1832. — Deak Brothxr: fn one of your late letiers you wished me to do 
what I could to make Charles Livingston, t Speaker; this I will cheerfully do; but his coume 

t Loronso did not labour in v.iin for the Old Ilunken of Tnmman;. nt the request of their mnn of all work Jane 
Hoyt Cbnriet T.ivin<rstnn wm re-elected speaker of the Aifiemblr with but linle opposition— and h third time la • 
jAn. 18.13. hitvfnff reeeiTed99Totc« t«» Jolin C. flpencer't 93. Tlie' Hunken next mnde him their eenatur for tJia 
diitrict which inrluriet the city of New York, and their repre!>CTit;itive ipm «vM-y i9/i|^aMrlAf •/ Am putsoa*. \ 
leioliiion wns introduced into tjie Seonte in 1832 ii;;ain]it rechart»-in^ the (^nit«d .State* iUnk. vrluch wn.* opposed 
br STEPHEN AULI'.N ond others niid supported by N. P. Tullm.id^e. RImondi end BcnnUlev. Speokef Ur- 
bifstno. with Messrs. Vnn ^nhniek end .siilwell went With iSdinonds f.>r tlie U. S. Unnk, but the pel bank co«liUeQ 
wtca iiMCseiful. Lorenso |iujt wuhes Uvingstoa to seem to come round to the pcu. 
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last month, in relation to the United States Bank resolution, I fear will defeat him» nnleie Mi 
mind on that sabject, has undergone a change, and be is wi1lii)g to avow it. Otis was a ooni|rf 
euous advocate of the Morehouse resolution, as originally introduced, and I think that cireom- 
stances will give him a decided advantage in the contest for Speaker, over any man thtt took 
the eoorse that Livingston did. 

I think the [U. S.] Bank qoeation will enter, more or leas, into every other political one that » 
agitated here this winter-— end I think And hope that oar friends will feel no dispneSiioift, to le- 
trac^, in any degree, their steps last winter. As « p«Hy in this Scnie, I think we arefully con* 
milted to a rourse of uneompromising hostUify to TUB PRESENT ficAJb— and if Old Hickory 
has snilMed himself to be duped — which I think not unlikely^-kj Livingston and MoLanc, his 
must take the consequences. 

Iiraddition to Otie and Livinf^ston, I have heard a >fr. Litchfield, a member from om «f iM 
western counties, named as a candidate for Si^eaker ; and if ho- will consent to run, which Is 
doubtful, he will probably be nominated. He is an old memtier of the House, and has been 
a member of Congress ; and there was a strong disposition among the conniry mccnbem to 
ran him last year, but he declined. If you know anything about Livingston's prtsmi viomo 
on the Bank question, I wish you to write me forthwith. If he is wise and wishtie to aeqaiia 
and maintain a standing with the Democracy of this state, he mast renonnee the |>rineiplc by 
him avowed last winter. »««**« L. HOYT. 



Mock Democrats anxious to become UniUd StaUs Bunk Directors, 
[No. S43.] C. C. Cambreleng to Jcssd Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washinc*ton, Jan. 10, 1833. — Dkar Sia : You arc surprised at the appointment of Mr. Alley 
as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was negligent in not writing to Mr. Jackson a- 
aecond time. The day Mr. White left here he stated that Mr. McLane drsired us to say who 
should be appointed, that he, Mr. Whiie, had named Mr. Alley. I told him I was committed 
to Mr. Jackson, and should recommend him— Mr. White then snid that he would concur with 
me in supporting Mr. JackRon, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLiane that he did so concur. 
I wrote him in behalf of Mr. Wiiite and myself, and also wrote him that I understood Mr. Ver- 
planek to be also favoroble to Mr. Jackson. After this I presumed the matter settled, and ao 
wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days after I learned to my surprise, from Mr. McLane, that in 
consequence of Mr. White's having named Mr. Alley, m'hom he presumed would be satisfactory 
to the Delegation, he had gone too far to recede, before he received my letter. I ought to have 
written this to Mr. Jackson, but omitted to do so. You will oblige me by explaining it to him. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Very secret reasons for appointing Alley. The way our friend Coddington got fo he PostmoM. 

ter of New York. 

[No. 244.] Same to Same. Washington, 10th Jan*y, 1833. 

Primite, Dear II. — T wish you to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson. Mr. McLane, 
besides which that letter contains (which is a true statement) bad other reasons which cannot he 
explained on paper. There wos no deception — no wont of iiiiluenee about it — the question 
rested on oiher grounds altogether. 

Say to our friend C. [Coddington] in answer to his enquirie.^, that I had this morning a 
frank and full conversation with Mr. Barry, who tells me that he never authorized Mr. Smith to . 
believe that he would appoint him, and that he had no idea of doing any such thing. Mr. 
Smith's going on to New York has done him injury — he will not get the offire. It is well 
understood by the President, Mr. Barry, and by all who have any influence hero, that when a 
chan^ takes place Mr. C. will undoubtedly be the man. Although I cannot and will not be 
instrumental in the removal of Mr. Gouverneur, I will take care that our republican friends 
shall not be disappointed fur the last time. When a cJiange takes place ^ Mr. Coddington will 
he the choice of the JTresident and the P. M. G, 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[D* YotiT letter is destroyed — do the like with this. Gov. Throop and Mr. Craig were nomi- 
nated to-day. 



One excellent vote by Gulian C. Verplanck — a pair of canting hypocrites out-generaled. 
[No. 945.] Some to Same. WAsmitoTON, 15th Feb. 1833. 

Dear H. — Yesterday Mr. Verplanck's vote would have elected Mr. ^/0tr— to-day the Bank 
have electtd a printer for us by one vote. 

I understand Mr. V. P*s. The value of pledges may now be understood. 

Sinceiely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENQ. 
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J9M^ (M<< ;aiiii« M Oetfl Jgekmn* On NMjimtifin, drnt^tU Golden Utiery^Valu^ of 
GM Min99-^ $20,000 prise. 
No. 2iS.]' R. J. Arnold, to Jcsw Hojrt. New Yoi^. 

White Hall, [Savannah, Ga.,] March 14, 1833. — Deab Sik : Since I last wrote you I have 
not received a line from Boyd ; and the only official intelligence that I have of hia proeeedingi^ 
I received through your letter of the 16th ult which came to hand a few daya ance ; and also a 
certificate of one ahare of the N. A. Blininf (Vs. atoek, the ene due me out of the eix ehmree 
remitted to pojf the bet of five ohareo loot if me on the re-election of General Joekoon, It ia 
strange times in the political world, aach revolutions I never before wltoeaaed, and were I in the 
field, I ehould be oomewhat at a hoe on what oide to-fighk Jackaun has oertainiy lisan in my 
estiiBotion since I saw you, and of Clay's proceedings I do hot Juiow what to think or say, but I 
suppose we shall know more eie long. NuUificatien being dead, it wiU not be Wg be. 
fore Bomethitig else will be gotten up to create a political excitement : what that may be lime 
alone will develope. You aok me how the Gold JLottety ie getting on ? and what effect it will 
have on our stock 7 In answer to the first, I know but Uttle rsapecttng it, excepting that I un* 
dcrsiaiid the drawing is nearly finudied ; and with respect to the last, 1 ahould presume it would 
decrease the market value of all minea, ao many being ofierrd for sale. Ae yet, Aoteeocr, J have 
not heard of ang chmgiag hands, though I ahould presume some sales had been effected. I 
know that many persons did speculate in the cha nc e s before the drawing. The best speculation 
i have heard of late wos by a neighbour of mine who went into Savannah laac wealiL, bought a 
ticket Jtt one of the oorthem lettaries, for $5, and the foUewtng day reeelved lite intelligence of 
ita having drawn fSMjOOd— took $17,000, and came home. Youis, dtc. R. J. ARNOLD. 

General Prooper M*9 hunMe prater to CoUeetor Swartwout, for a family admission into hie pO' 

liOeal Poor Houoe^^qmerargumentt backed by ComeUue W. Lawrence, Price, Lee, AHen, 

and other Wire Pullere of pretended Democracy- 
[No. 246a.] General Prosper M. Wetmore to Golleeter SwartwovC. 

New YoRX, April 18, 1833.— Dkar Sir : I was so unweU the day I eailed on you that I fiuur 
I did not succeed in impressing you with the iitteraat, the deep interest I feel in the sueosas of 
the application I then made to you. 

I have refrained from troubling you again personal]^ in the natler from two reaso n s i 6m, 
because these sollcitings are, I know, as unpleaaanC to you as they are mortifying to me. A 
further motive for my relieving you thus long fhmr this importunity, hab existed in the probabil- 
ity, that, while there w&s an uncertainty about Mr. Craven's oontinaance in office, yoa might 
wish to keep the other appointment open. 

Since I saw you, General Spicer has again visited Washington, and is now rstnnied. Ha 
expeets to be provided for to his satisfaction, and is anxions that Mr. Ogsbary may have the 
benefit of his vacancy. Under these cireumstanoes, I must again throw myseUf upon your in- 
dulgence for permissioiK to say how very nnioh I sbaoU feel obliged by your eonpUance witii 
the request. 

Apart from the connection existing between ns— he ia my wiie's fiither— I am bound to him 
lor many fitvoore received in his days of prosperity, and which I hav^ no means of returning. 
His ehaiacter— bosiness ulents— indastry-— integrity.«-general popalarity— aU would conspire to 
make Jiis appointment acceptable to the merchanis and citiaens. If individual lesommenda- 
tions were necessary, they could he fnrniohod to any gioen number* I can hardly think them 
to be so ibr one so well known. 

^ I can be supposed to have the slightest possible influenoe with fSM, or cUm on the sdminif . 
tration-^nd I do not pretend to either—I beg that both may be traneforrod ta Mr. Ogekmy^ 
they can in any way advance his interest in tUa spplication. 

There is one view of this subject in which perhaps both Mr. Ogsbory and myself might be 
justified in this application. He has been ibr many years engaged in the impoilation of Goods. 
/ have alto in former yearo contributed to the revenue — My brother, with whom I now am, aad 
my brother-in-law, George Treadwell, wka takes a large interest in this i^^btr— are both 
extensively engaged in foreign importations. It might be conaidered that individuals so situated 
have a stronger rlaim than those who have never contrUbmted to the retenms. 

Excuse me for saying so much ; I did not uitend it when I commenced this letter. If fMi osii 
fiivourably conaider the application, I most aioceTely hope you will do ao. Of one thing I am 
sore, yon will never regret hsving conferred the appointment on the individual named. 

With great respect, I am your obedient servant, • PROSPER M. WETMORE. 

Name of applicant, Francis O^ury, 391 Broadway. 

* Genera] Pfomtrwai n Ttfolftr Introdeesr of eaadidstet fbr ofHee al tfae Cvrton Howe. BiialMUtieiaaaa 
•IBoe-bef nr on kii oim behaff may be hifiirr«l from hit appeal fer hh fatheHn-law to teooeod Ma old paitaM to 
tba UniiMlfitataa Lombanl, GeiMral 9pleer, whoao modM apMsI to his noifkbor 8««rt«fw* far aahaie of tba 
MibUe Dlvniior. backe'l by Mr. Van Buren, forma No. 179 of Ait aerie*. Ia aoolber lattw to Bvraitwwrt, 4aloA 
Mb. tl| W9S, ho ttlh Mm that " Mr. NrOormot b aboat to apply for a alMatUm nndoc tba faaoial fOvocasMBt, 
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[No. 247.] Attorney General John Van Buren to JeftK^ Hoyt, N. V.— DtAt Sts : Tf^ 
pay Glover one hundred and Hfty dollars and nccommOdate your recently much ahused friend. 
At your office, Saturday, 2 P. M. (xMay, 1893.) J. VAN BUU^Itf. 

A NalUnml Cont0ntion^$4OMW) givea to John Mumford^Jngratitude. 
[No. 248.] J. G. Bennett to J. Huyt, N. York. Poaunark, Priladblphia, 13ik June [1833.] 
Deas Hott: You will see by the pupen what we are aboot here My object id to oiaka iha 
party come out for a National Convention. It can be dona by prudeoce, skill, and addiwa. In 
lelatton to what I talked to yoo in New York, 1 bare an eamast word to aay. I really wish that 
my friends there would try iu aid ma in the matter I ibmierly mentioned. Morrk^ao 1 fear will 
do nothing. John Mumfordhas b«en aided to the extent of H^JOHO. With a fourth of that 
sum 1 Would have done twice as much--«oberiy and with aanae decency toou I ahoakl be sony 
TO be compelled to believe that my friends in New York ahovid beatow their fricndafaip moie 
cfiectoally upon a d r - e n fellow than me, who certainly Aaaaoma pretenaiona to dtcency. 

I am sorry to apeak harshly of any body, hot really I think there is something like ingratitade in 
the way I have been ireured. I want no favor that I cannot repay. I want no aid that is BoC 
perfectfy aafe. I ^ould like to hear from you, if there ia any likelihood of my suooesa. 

Youra. dtc. J. GORDON BENNETT. 

fiennett of the Herald trying to botroiD $2^00 from Van Buren, 
[No. 2^.] Same to same. pROAnELPHiA, 27th July, 1833.— Diak Hott: I fatva 
written to Van Buren lo-day about the old allair. I MUST hava a loan of $2500 lor a coupla 
of years from some quarter. I can't get on without it — and if the common friends of our 
cause-rthose 1 have been working for 8 yesra — cannot do it, I must look for it somewhere elaa. 
My business here is doing very wdl — and the money wonld be perfiFctly safe in two yeara. Yo* 
aea already the effect prc^uced in Pennsylvania— we can have the State — Bot if our frienda wont 
lay aside their heartleasneas, why, we'll go to the devil — that ia alt. Them is no man who wiU 
go farther with friends than I wiU-^who will sacraSce more— wha will work harder. Yoa know 
it very well. I must be perfectly independent of the Utile aections in this ciiy, who would hurry 
me into their small courses, at the risk of the main object. Kendall leavaa Washingtoa to- 
moROw OD lilfl tour of Bank Inapection. t Let me hear firom you. 

Yooia, &e. JA*S GORDON BENNETT. 

A Statekman'9 thanktfor " laarittiig night and day for the cauH of Mr, Van Bwren"^ — anguUk, 
dioappointment, despair ! — suspected, slandered, reviled ! — Bennetts share in WeWs printing 
o0tts-*Cold, hsarilms, catreleas Van Bnrtn i-^What can I do? 

[No. 250.] Same to same. PHiLADBLpmA, 3rd Aog't 1833.— -Dear Hott : I am ex- 
tremely sorry at the result of yonr efforts. The effect ia inevitable : 1 must hrtak down in the 
very midst of one of the most important ooateata which VAN BU&EN*S CAUSE ev«r got 
into in this state. I do not see how I oan avoid it. With every advantage in my favor-— 
with every preparation made— every thing ia the finest trim to oheok.maie and comer all the 
oppoaition to Van Buren, and to force them to come oat in his favor-*aa I know they moat do 
■oon— I moat give way to the counaels of those who have moat hoatile feelings to the eaaar— 
and on what ground ? Beeaase neither Mr. Van Buren nor his frienda will move a finger in my 
aid. I tnast aay this is heartless in the extreme. I do tiot wish to use any other language thaa 
what will convey mildly the anguish, the disappointment, the despair I may say, tohieh hroods 
over me. If I hod beoo a atraager to Mr. Van Bunsnand hia friends— if I had been anknown<» 
if I had been bleat in betng a Uockhead— ^I might not have got into my present poatura-HMr 
wonld I have expected any aid from your quarter. But a/ter NEARLY TEN YEARS 4 



audit (s thcrelifr«iiTf avf eT^oitiM to hin to my tint ia tJU past eonittt m this cify. m» man has wort st en gl y 
ftamssg a ilifa I'eiftim to sitslam tke meastanfs of the adminutratism at the •xpsato olprirsU iatarasu**— asd ihwt 
fora lM(lV«uoora) dMire« tbat lie (.VlcD«rinot) mny be repAid by a fataalary ! 

laiinediatelv after the fall election of IBM, Metsn. ComeKas W. Lawrenoe. Wm. W. Priee, Btepben Allee. J. 
R. Wliitta;. It. Hiker, f»ai»lel JaelwM. Gideon Otmnder, Gideon Lae. and W. P. Haliatt addraMd a iMer tn tbek 
ftieod Samuel Swart wool, rsqaevliaf thnt F. Onbury mifht be appointed an Iiupeetor. at follow*: '* New York, 
S9d NoT^ 1834ip~Mr. Ogibury U un old iohnbitunt of thii cltv->a firm supporter of the administratioiH-and IN 
THE LATE ELECTION WAS ACTIVE AND INPLUENTlAL. " 

f In BennettN Kitchen Cabinet laid open, No. 3, be tare, " I adrocated the ramnfml ef thadepealta ;** but be bad 
•Uted in kb Pennsylvania n, Jalv M, 1831 that It Meneclto him probable tbat nocMnf wenid be doM Ull Ooofitv 
met; and forthia the New York Van Baren editor*, whoie speealatinf uphoklers wasted tbe bank plaader, denouiie- 
ed bka, while Vau Buren himself [No. 259] disliked ** Uie evident tendency of his paper.*' Kendall wr»te him from 
Baltimore that he was s<irry he had said ' that the deposites wonld not be removed **— adding, ^* I shell wnnt vnnr 
noot pradent counsels when I gtC* to Philadelphia. " I had been and was for a remoral, hut 1 doubted wbetber 
tbia modi wna bonem," mjb Benoett^^e also publisbed a letter from Keod>H, noouainf him of " sowioc tbeeaedt 
•TdMroel Hr end wfcle»*« nod telliaf him Ibnt he might " miae np m freat pafier in Pbiladelphin— one irbiebahntt 
almeat rontml tbe Demoemoy •f PeomylvaaiR,*' but to do tbat he woold have to keep on food lerma witb ** tbe 
o«her leading Deiwer»tie papers in the Uaion." Mr. Bennett next applied to Van Biireo, thro* Hoyt, for a ioaai 
aad mmM pnteblv hne «et it had not tbe icReney been afraid tbat a trap wan set for them, seeing tber boil anM 
•0 mieb abont bnjring vpihe preee-moreorer, Benoeit bad not worked well in party bameit, to tliey Mid. 
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m New York, WORKING NIGHT Al4o DAY FOR THE CAUSE OF MR. VAN 
BURGN AND Hid KR1£NDS, surrouaded, too, a» I have b«en» wiib those who werecoiu 
tinuaily talking againat him, and poisoning me to his prejudice, the treatm«at which I have rt» 
ceived from him and his friends during this last year, and up to this moment, is a# tuperiaiVHijf 
JkeartleMt — and if I could use any otiiejr word more expressive of n^y aentimenu I wuuid— as it 
is possible to conceive or imagine. By many of those whom 1 have supppried for years 1 have 
been suspected, slandered,, and reviled as if I bad been in bitter hostility to Mr. Van Burcn lor 
years, instead of iupportinghim Ihrvugk eofry wtaiker, and evensaccificiog myself that 1 night 
rei4in the same feelings towards him^or t assare yeu 1 might have coutiuaed ray couneeiioil 
with the C. and £. last year, very much to my advantage— retained my share in the pnutiof 
office of thai establishment, if I had nut differed with Mr. Webb on the points that you know so 
well of. I sold out huwever to Hoskin*;-saved a smaU pitumce irom the wreck of the Olabe^^ 
oamehere and invested it in the Pennwylvanian, which Is now entirely under my coouol, provided 
I could find a friend anywhere between heaven and earth to help me along, and tnnbU me tc Gorrjf 
cut MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR OF VAN BUREN and ku friends. But that friend 
Ood has not yet made, thoogh several of the oppoaita chaiaeier tht pihtr gentUman hat pot faia 
brand upon, and fondly says " this is mlAe." 

i except you, DEAR UOYT— I am sure yoa woald help the cause if yoa could. I Bnd no 
fault with you, although what fault voi< ^nn with me about the deposits is nonseue, aod only a 
clamour raised in Wall street by a aew of the jealoua blockheads hostils to me, who have not 
brains . to aee that in this city we can use the deposit qoestion very efficiently in the October 
election. I do not blame even the jealous blockheads or any others in New York — I blame 
only one, and that is the Vice President himself. He has treated me in thia matter as if I hadl 
been a boy — a child-- cold, heartlesa, careleas and Grod knows what not. By a word to any of hit 
friends in Albany he could do the friendship I want as easily as rise and drink a gloss of Sara- 
toga water at the Springs. He chooaes to ait still— to wacrifice thou who hate ntpported kim in 
every weather — and even hardly to treat me as one gentleman wonld treat another. 

/ ecarcely know what course I shall pursue, or to^t / shall do. I am beset on all sides with 
importunities to cut him — to abandon him — What can I do? What shall. I do ? I knoy; not. 
You will excuse this letter — you can easily appreciate the situation of a man confident of suc- 
cess if properly supported — but nothmg before him but the abandonment of his deliberate pur- 
poses or a shameful surrender of honor and purpose and principle and all. 

Yours truly, J. O. BENNETT. 

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Vaa Buien or nov— nor da I care if 
you were to send kim this letter. 

The past and the future placed before Jesse Hoyt, 
[No. 251.] Same to same.— Phil adblfbu, 15th Aug^t, 1833.— Dbae Hott : I have not 
heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends— if I ever had any^-which I begin to 
doubt — will not forget what I have heretofore done or what I may da* Do let tne hear from yon 
again for good and all at least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &c. JA'S G. BENNETT. 

Van Buren will not lend his friend Bennett one cent — but will bestow his good wishes upon kim 
as long as he keeps honent ! I ! — Van Buren dare not venture to trust himself on pe^er to kis 
^riend — Cannot Philadelphia uphold one Van Buren Press ? 

[No. 252.] Vice President Van Buren, to Jesse Hoyt at New York. 
Saratooa Springs, August 19, 1833. — (Pree, M. Van Buren.) — Dkar Sir : I retnm your Mr. 
B's letters. [». e. No. 250. dec] / Aaoe neaer du>ukted his personal friendship for me, I would al- 
ways have been happy to do him good, but I cannot directly or indirectly sfford pecunisry aid to 
his press, and more particularly so as I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot con- 
tinue friendly to me on public grounds and with perfect independence, I can only regret it, but I 
desire no other support. Whatever course he may pursue^ as long as His an honest one, I shall 
wish him well. He does not understand the relation between the Editors he quarrela with and 
myself, or be wonld not complain of me for their acts. They are as independent of me in the 
management of their papeis, as I wiith him to be, and remain. I had intended to have said thus 
much to him, but the , your letter, and the evident tendency of his paper, render it 

preferable that 1 should not. I did suppose that he would have found no difficulty in obtaining 
moaey in New York as others get it, if our friend^ in Philadelphia could not all-together make 
out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wish you would make thepe ezplanstiofia 
to him, BUT KEEP THIS. I am, in haste, your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 253.] Vice President Van Buren, to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

AJ.BANT, Sept. 7, 1833. — Dear Sir: General Vance, with whose good charaeter and respect- 
abihty you ore well acquainted, goes to New York on business in which our Staie is deeply ia. 
terested, snd in respect to which you may perhaps be of aervice to him. If you can do so, 1 kaym 
y««wiU— •iui«m?«ryoordiallyyottni M, VAN BU&£N, 
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SteekMf Chscks, Shirts, and Drawen^Swearing, Spelling, and ike UtUf S, 
[No. 354.] Attorney General John Van Boren, to Jeaie Hoyt, N. Y. 

ALaA«T» Dec. 19, 1883.—' Mt Dbak' Hott (as some ra«!ai writes lo < Webb*)— I mdoM 
you yonr check, for yoar comfort — ^it was deposited in the Bank for collection, and, of course, is 
letiinied to yon without inconvenience. As for money, I don't know that I sliall be peculiar 
short (not pbjrsically but peeunianl^) unless Boston and ProTidence should go down to a mere 
anatomy. In that event I fear the ex-Danish Commissioner and myself wfli be a ' below*par 
nobile' of sufferera. 

Please to let Willard of the City Hotel be ajypriwd that I want two flannel shirts, and as many 
pain of drawers, to be had of Tryon for a trifle aluw, credit. 

I am not a ■ Councelloi' and be d d to yon-— and if I were I dmald spell it with an ' 8* in 
the middle. Youre < to sarve,' J. VAN BUREN, 

F. 8. 8inoe the foregoing effusion was poured forth, I have enquired at the Bank, and find 
yoor cheek has been sent to New York. I suppose the easiest way ' to work it,' is to enclose 
yoa, as 1 do, my check on this bank for the same amount^ payable at the same time. J. V. B. 

[No. 955.] J. A. Hamilton, to Jesse Hoyt, «n supporting * the Sundard.' 
Nbw York, Dec. 30, 1833. — Dear Sir : In reply to your enquiry whether I am willing to 
unite with other friends in raising money to sustain the Standard, I have to say — ^that if 30 
peiaons will agree to advance $950 each, the repayment to be satisfactorily seemed upon the 
paper, i will agree to advance ^50 whenever the arrangement is completed. 

With very great respect, &c. JAM£S A. HAMILTON. 

Oaaer n o r Silas setting the wheds m motion — contracts to he kept fty Farmer* witk Fstrsans, 
i»l may be broken at viU with National Banks — no thunder from the city — Plunder^s oar 
gawtSt and * oar state leadtf-^the legislature is a party organ ; let it play vp < Sudors more^ — 
Instructions from Washington how to manufacture pabUc opinion at Alkany, for ^ect at 
Washingto n a lt o for country use ! 

[No. 256.] Silas Wright, U. 8. Senate, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
Washinoton, 3d Jan'y* 18^< — My Dear Su* : Your letter and the encloenre came to me this 
day, and I have this evening sent both to Mr. Flagg, with such suggestions as occurred to me. 
Nothing can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in your City 
should not attempt to get up a popuZar meeting upon this subject. The legislature it the proper 
organ to speak for the people upon this important subject, and there is not a doubt that they 
abottld act without one moment's delay. It is too late to fear any effect from the allegation 
that our State leads. The subject is now before the Virginia legisiamre, and I think it quite 
likely they will recommend a restoration of the deposits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, 
and go strong against the Bank — in favor of the removal of the deposites — and against the land 
bill. I say they have acted. The mail to^ay has brought a copy of their resolutions, which 
had passed the Senate, and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from that State, says will 
pass the House 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will act upon this subject, and ours will 
not be behind. 

If the friends of the Bank in your city attempt to get up a popular meeting, the subject will be 
one which the friends of the Administration on the ground will best know bow to dispose of— 
but in any other way I do not think the mass of your somewhat excited population should be 
called to act. 

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings either way can have little efioot. 
Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to embody an undivided ezpressioin, 
given to our opponents— /or the political effect in the country would be bad. I have no time to 
write farther — but shall be happy to hear, from you often and freely. 
I think the legislature should---in the shortest possible language— 
1st. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in any form. 
3nd. Approve of the communication read to the Cabinet on the 18th Sept. last. 
3rd. Approve of the diange of the deposits. 
4th. Approve of the reasons given by tlie Secretary for that change,* both on the graund of 

^GovernoT Wright well ko«w that be wu adviimfr a TiolatioD of a contniot with the bank, and, of mram, of 
tha United States coiutttatioa. He bids Hoyt to fst the party fug lameo in the legislature to causa it to appmva of 
Attorney Oeneral Tanov*s reasons. What a world this is! Had W. J, Duane consented to the plundar of the 
Uoitad States Bank, and the enriching of the Van Baren pet banks with the spoils, he might have retnnined in ofllea 
as Saeretary of the Treasory. goiie to Rustin on an $18,000 boniM as a sineciue minister, or received the rawmfd 
obtained by the sunple pnnuite Taney, the Ciiief JusticMhin of the TJoi'ed States. Hnving acted honestlv, he wm 
thrast from offlce, hh business as a lawyer had gone into other hands on his removal to Wnshfnglon, and from that 
day to this, the hired presses of the Van Buren school have slandered him without the slightest regard for truth. Is 
it thus thkt American freedom can be'opheld^ WHght in the Albanv Senate, TOted for banks, and took s%oek la 
them— in Washincton h« puflEed them, irot the public monev placed in them, borrowed oat that moa«y oazt. with 
oilrar speculnton, to raise the prieea of the public lands to tba people— the national treasore was oaad to blind and 
bribe the millions to elect Van Bnren and uphold the party— and, that done, Wright in 1837, ienoaaood bk own 
^SB**toalleei«»rt«teee,*'eTwfirithlMia1fa»orii«edl; * 
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Ilia near expiration of the Chartor, and on the groond that lAe Bank htt abueed iff ehafteved 
powers and privileges, and has become a political institution* 

Theae points will cover the whole case in a form and mansier moU applieahle to the aiate of 
tkingo here. Most truly youn, SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

[No. 257.] Cornelias W. I^iwrence, M. C, to a Friend in New York. 

Washinqtoii, 24th January, lfed4. — My Dear Rir: Your favor of the 2l8t was received late 
last evening, lam inclined to think toe shall have a project introduced FOR A NATIONAL 
BANK, as well as a renewal of the old one, upon principles somewhat diflferent than [front] 
the bill rejected by the President [Jackson.] Perhaps new propositions, not eitlxur attaciung or 
Bostaining the administration, would receice the approbation of the country. 

The motion to*return the Deposites is justly considered an attack upon the President, and it 
is resisted on that ground— but nothing is yet matured, I believe. 

* Respectfully your ob'i servant, CORNELIUS W. LAWRENCE. 

JRekaxis. — It was Mr. Van Buren's rule, and it appears to be Mr. Polk's, to reward with 
offices, contracts, early informatipn, or in some sure and effectual way, those congreasaiett, 
■tate-legialBtors, or other persons holding official station by popular suffi^ge, who had in anjr 
way injured their characters and standing by violating principle to serve party, right or wrong. 
It is in this way that Mr. Xjawrence has obtained the'N. Y. Custom House, with ita patronage, ! 

and vast influence and emoluments. i 

I A few months after writing the letters of the 24th, 26th, and 3l8t of January, 1834, kare ginem, \ 

ttie name of C. W. Lawrence wos put up by the Van Buren Safety Fund Bank men, in oppoai. I 

tion to the friends of the U. S. Bank, for Mayor of New York. Mr. Lawrence had been dec- j 

ted to Congress in Nov. 1832, by .'>895 votes over Mr. Ogden, the highest whig candidate. When 
now opposed to G. C. Verplanck for Mayor his 5895 majority dwindled down to 180 ; obtained, i 

too, by a sacrifice of principle for the love of gain. At the great celebration, by the whigs of ' 

N. Y^ April 15, 1834, the 5th rcorular toast was " Cornelius W. Lawbbncb, whose HEART was - 
wUk us, hut whose NECK was with his party.'* That it was tightly in the collar there is aban> 
dant teatimony. The reader, on perusing Mr. Lawrence's three letters, will perceive that this i 

toast told the simple truth. His judgment was avowedly on one side and his votes weie on the I 

other. His prospects of adding to his weaUh by tho sacrifice of his opinions were in the one { 

•oale— honor and honesty were in the other — '* in private (says the Coar. ib Enq. of April 9» 
1834) he admitted that the removal (of the public treasure) was inezpedienL To those who 
conversed with him on the subject he admitted that this removal waa uncalled for and impolitic.'* 
Yet he voted for the removal, on a pledge, well kept, that he would get the fingering of two 
niilions of dollars of these deposites himself, for a baiik to be started in Wall street, with spe- 
cial privileges, and called the Bank of the State of New York, of which bank he and his cronies 
should have the control, the jugglery of disposing of its shares, &c. The bargain was fulfilled 
by Van Buren — Lawrence had the two millions— had the two million bank charter and 
bad Jesse Hoyt's Custom House monies to boot — finally, he has the N. Y. Custom Honse, its 
vast power and influence, with his bank as a treasury pet, and his brother serving by wsy of a 
stool pigeon, as its president, till he f Cornelius) is again ready to resume that lucrative office. 
^ As for supposing that Newbold, George Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal 
commercial men were with us on this occasion, for any other resson, than because they found it 
for their interest to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea." 
These were Butler's remarks to Hoyt, Feb. 24, 1834 — and he might have included C. W. 
Lawrence, Morgan Lewis, Saul Alley, Preserved Fish, Ab'm Bloodgood, and several other 
rich men, who only went with Van Buren for the love of a share of the plunder. In the Conr. 
ier & Enquirer of April 8, 1834, we are told (and the fact is neither explained away nor con- 
tradicted) that several merchants of Mr. C. W. Lawrence's acquaintance called on him when 
on a visit to New York, a few weeks previous, when he " frankly avowed hia conviction of the 
necessity of a Bank of the United States, and his disapproval of the conduct of the Ezecative 
f Jackson) in reference to the deposites .; but added, that he had bound himself BY A 
WRITTEN FLEDGE to uphold the party. Such was his sense of the embarrassments of his 
situation that HE ACTUALLY WEPT." The crying congressman, the weeping atock-jobber 
' COULD Bivs KESiGNao had he disliked the party drill — but it brought him plnncler, and he blub- 
bered and held on, and afterwards lent his name as a candidate for the mayoralty to uphold 
the gamblers he voted with in public, and whoae dishonest measures and greediness of gsin he 
had secretly condemned to Jesse Hoyt and others. The above letter (Jan. 524) was first pub- 
lished m the Mercantile Advertiser, which also gave paragraphs from another letter by Law. 
lence, written after * the party* had resolved not to go for a new hank, as Darnel Jackson and 
Cambreleng had privately urged them, nor to re.eharter the old one modified, as he (Lawrence) 
hoped they wonld-^ln which he had begged of the gentleman to whom he had written, to give 
him Us letter back again — ^he dreaded ezpoenre and public shame. 
The JS^uuMg Post, by Bryant, denounced the bill Introdnced Into the H. York LeglUatiin, 
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b)r itemmMiKYmrlon of March's *fz minfoit mentge, whkh John Van Buren had epectiTat^d on, 
declaring that it would mnke " Lawrence run like the Cholera," for mayor. According to iha 
Po'it, it ahoald have been entitled "An Act to loan the credit of this State to the Speculator!, 
MoDopolifts, and Rag-money dealers thereof." The trading politicians of the state, then, as 
BOW, went any and every way for gain — Avarice was their god. ** If the United Statae Bank is 
dangerous 10 the liberties of the country (asked the Cour. &. Bnq. of Jan. 28, 1832) how cam$ 
Oovernor Thronp to vote jw it 7 How is it ihtt all tkU danger, all this unconntitutionaiUy, hat 
been ditcnered by the Argua within the laai twelve montha ! I ,' ! /" When George D. Strong 
waa not an applicant for a bank charter at Albany, he opposed C. W. Lawrence, got up a num- 
Snation opposed to him for Alderman, and bent him too— but in April 1834, when he waa peti* 
tioningthe Regency for their sanction to bis Commercial Bank (which soon faile^J) he (Strong) 
went it Hrong for Lawrence aa the only true democratic candidate for Mayor. In Jan. 
1834, Lawrence wrote Hoyt, ** that a national bank would be useful to the government and the 
eonntry*'— in April, same year, he voted with Cambreleng to keep the public revenue in tha 
vaults of the peta, tht/ the U. S. Bank had paid the Tepublic 91,500,000 for the use ^ ft, and 
also that it was unsafe to rr.chaner the National Bank. Three years after this, Lawrmoe*a own 
bank waa bankrupt, with two millions of dollars of the public plunder clutched in its grip, and 
he nC the head of it. On Sept. 25tb, 1843, Lawrence was one of Van Buren^s Sub TVrffstiry 
Vice Praaidenta at the meeting in the Park — and his bank keeps the deposites to thii day, 
while, if the sub-treasury scene shall be re.enacted he will share the plunder there alia, uadsr 
•oma new and plausible form.— W. L. M.] 

' 

ColUcUr Lawrence of N. F. on the Removal of the Depotitea-^^Oilkaun, Fretin, CUtf, 
McDuffie, Sivea, and the NuUifiera, their views. 
[No. 257.] Cornelius W. Lawrence, M. C, to Jease Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washinotoit, 19th Jon. 1834^— My Dear Sir : Your favor of the 8ih (returned from Fayetta- 
lilta, N. C.) was received this morning, and I notice in the Courier &. Inquirer of Friday tha 
17th, another letter to me, signed Jacob, referring to the depoeitee. 

You will no doubt have read Mr. Calhoun's speech-* he admits the right of rtmn^I'from 
office by the President, and aaya * nor can I doubt that the power of removal from office, where- 
ver it exists, does, from necessity, involve the power of general supervision ; nor can I doubt 
that it might be constitutionally exercised in reference to the deposites." Then he goes on to 
aay, that to prevent the removal of the deposites it would have been his [the President's] right 
and his duty to have removed the Secretary. 

In conv<;rsation yesterday with the other Senator from South Carolina, Mr. Preston, he ad. 
mittad the giving up the charge of a violation of the Constitution by the President — ^but the re- 
moval of the deposites waa a violation of Contract with the Bank, &c. 

I think Mr. Clay snd Mr. McDuffie's position, of a usurpation of power by the President, ia 
gone— and the only question is as to the sufliciency of the reasons. Mr. Seaborn Jones of Geor- 
gia, a Nttllifier, will speak next in our House — ^and he will maintain that the reasons given t>y 
the Secrernry of the Treasury [Taney] are satisfactory and sufficient. 

If the Noliifiera give up the question of usurpation of power in the act in question, that point 
may as well be abandoned by (he opposition widi na, and Mr. Clay^s first resolution cannot even 
pttss the Senate. 

Mr. Rives of Virginia is stiid to have made a very able speech in the Senate on Friday — and I 
have heard that a distinguished Senator fram the east aaid afterwards, that on the constitutional 
argument he had demolished Mr. Clay. 

However I do not say these words were used, and do not wish, to be quoted as reporting 
what any one says. My letters sre only intended for my friends to whom they are addressed. 
Respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, CORNELIUS W. LAWRENCE. 

ComaUw the friend of a National Bank when behind the acreen — The quaker on both aidea of 

the fence at once, 
[No. 258.] Collector Lawrence to his < assured friend' J. Hoyt. 

Washinoton, 26th Jan'y, 1834. — My Dear Sir : I am much obliged to you for your letter of 
the 21«.and I AM APPREHENSIVE OUR POLITICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE 
IN GOING TOO FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK, hut I will have the pleasure oi 
wrtUng a few days hence. Respectfully, your assured friend, CORN'S W, LAWRENCE. 

Hoyt introduces Kernoehan to Van Burenon behalf of the United Statea Bank. 
[No. 259 J To Vice President Van Buren. Naw YoRKr Janusry 28. 1834w 

Dear Sir: This will bo handed you by my friend Joseph Kernoehan, Esquire, one of the del- 
egates from the merchants of this City, charged with a memorial to Congress in relsiivn^io ifas 
embsrraaoed cor.dition of our Commercial affairs. He haa now retired, but haa re^cV)Uy-kea«* 
•sftsflfelVely engaged la buaineia, and hia great ezparieooe enabiaa him to Juufw all tho vaiiaiy 



•f fmriM of Mereaniile operation!, aod would aeem to qualify him to ecpreaB aoenrtte opfnkMii 
on flii8kut>jeci. He has been, ever since Ihave known him, ond thsi is for many years, a oni* 
form supporter of the democratic adminisrration of the Country, and continues that support to 
the measures of the present one, in all save its views in relation to the Bank of the Umred 
States, and on ibis subject be says, as Mr. Jefferson once said, ** differences of opinion are to be 
tolf>rated where reason is left free to combat them.*' His object in going to Wasbmgton is partly 
with the biipe of rendering a public service ; and if he shoOld have a Uesire to state his\nfwa to 
you, I have no doubt you will ^ive him the opportunity. His great integrity of character will 
authorize you to place the utmost reliance upon his statements as to the true condition of bnai* 
neaa and business men in this city. Respectfully your friend and ob't serv*!. J. HOYT. 

Hoyt introduces * a Bank Mitsionary* to Tanef and Van Buretu 
[No. 260.] Jesse Hoyt. N. Y., to Vice President Van Buren, Washington. 
Nkw York, Jan. 28, 1834. — Dear Sir : My friend and neighbor, Elbert J. Anderson, Ifiaqviref 
who will deliver you chis, visits Washington as one of a Committee of Merchants, charged with 
a memorial from a portion of that class of our citizens, in relation to the present embarrassed 
Btiate of trade. He is extensively and actively engaged in business, and is familiarly acquainted 
with the difficulties that seem, and no doubt actually do exist with all commercial and mercan- 
tile men. He is nne of the few intelligent and ardent supporters of the present administration, 
who difier in opinion with it in relation to its views concerning the Bank of the United States. 
He makes a personal sacrifice in this mission, with no other motive than a desire to promote the 
interests of his felluw.citizens, and the information that he^will be able to impart concerning this 
iatefestiog subject, to those whose motives are in common with his own, commends him to your 
fiavourable notice. Though I do not agree with him in all his views, yet I take pleasure in bear, 
ing testimony to his great sincerity, and purity of character ; and his intelligence apon this sub- 
ject you will discover without any intimation from me. With great respect and consideration, 
I remain your friend and obedient servant. J. HOYT.t 

Lawrence firmly believes in the utility of a National Bank, while exerting all Ms powera to 

aid in crushing it ! 
[No. 261.] Collector Lawrence of N. Y., to his friend J. Hoyt. 

Wasbinoton, 31st January, 1834. — My Dear Sir : I can scarcely aappose it possible that I 
could have written any letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to me^ and 1 feel deeply 
mortified that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I beg the fa- 
vor of you to request the person to whom it was directed to return it to me, or at least not to 
circulate it, and if any one should speak of the contents of my letters, please mention that I had 
repeated to you, that my letters were only intended for those to whom they were directed. I 
can not imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. I have no idea any compromise 
is thought of by either political party. 

It is my individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANKiotM proper restrictions andsuljset 
to State Taxes, 8(c., WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT AND COUNTKY, 
and 1 know there are other individuals in Congress of that opinion, and that is almost as nmeh 
as I do know.t Respectfully, your friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

The Missionary addresses Jesse as a friend to 07 the Bank, 
[No. 262.] Elbert J. Anderson to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

WA3BUiaT0ir, February Lst, 1834. — Dear Sir : I have only to say that Mr. Wright's speech in 
the Senate, seems to preclude any hope of success from our mission ; nothing but the sctioo of 
the people in their primary assemblies can operate upon Congress, snd you know better than I 
can what is to be hoped from that source. The deposit question will be settled, to confirm then 
where they are. The sooner that is settled, the better for all porties. Forty votes cannot be ob- 
tained in both houses of Congress in favor of [a] new bank, at present ; and the chance of a re. 
newal of the old charter, under any modifications, depends solely upon the contingency men. 
tioued above, a decided expression from the people. A metallic currency seems the present hob- 
by ; I conceive it utterly impracticable. If I aee any hope of a change, I shall write ; you will 
please receive this only as my individual opinion. Your friend, 

ELBERT J. ANDERSON, j 

t A If milsr letter wm teat whh Mr. Andenon to Mr. Tansy, Mr. Daane's loecenor in the Treoforr Depftitment, 
havfiif the fitllowing words added :— ** He hns a great desire for an om>ortanity of converttnfr with you u|ion the 
" matteri referred to. and I hnve taken the hberty to hand him this letter, and I beg you will indulge me for the 
** Uberty, And believe ine to be. Sus. JE88£ HOYT.** 

t On ths 96th of Mareh, 1831. Mr. Lawrence wrote Mr. H. Dnrell. in reply to an enqalry of the working meo of 
the 0th Wa>d. New York, ab followi : ** la reference to tho ' abolition or all licensed monopolies.* On the broad 
ground, I admit the Justiee of the general propmrftion, that it is objectionable to give any man or set of men, prin* 
Klfie wMsb interfere with the Ju*t righn and Jibertiea of othsn.** He added, that at to '* a dialriot tystom •relse- 
tlMM,** «• whish than had beeo **Buoh dtaeusHOB, ks bed got laflsctsd ss ffls ie n l ly .** 
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Foil IhirM an4{ fitooiiioM^, i^A» lit sins ovut JMMi. 

[No. 963.] Vice President Van Buren to Abraham Miller, White Plains, West 
Chester county, N. Y. Wasbinuton, Feb. 1, 1834.— My dear sir: There is certainly nothing 
that I could do for you with propriety and effect that I would omit / cannot^ however, wriU 
to Mr. ShoartwouL* Of^ Uiis sufyci, J have eUme $o so often wUlunU success, that sdf-respect has 
compdled me to desist, I presume, however, that he has his hands full. If the expression of 
my wishes in behalf of your son can be of use, he may show this letter to the Collector. 
Wishing continued health and happiness, I am, dear sir, very truly yours. 

M. VAJNT BUiUSiJN. 



Bw^ing 890,000 tf» Stocks, on the strength of a confidtvUaL peep at Marcos Mortgage Message, 

SeforeUs ddtoery. 
[Na 964.] Attorney General Van Buren to ' My Dear Jesse' Hoyt Albany. March 22 
1S34.— Mr Djkar Jessb: Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100 shares or Moh. and 
Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and BosL and Prov. 100 shares at 92^ cash; drawing on me at 3 
days sight for the amount. If better terms can be had b^ taking the stocks two weeks hence 
(buying on time) I should like it better. I fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefore I 
want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after. Ld ths beggars deal honestly by 
me for I lose a deal of money anyhow.f There loiU be something doTie here Monday thai wiU 
charm you Yorkers. Ldxurrewx wiU run like the Cholera. 

Please ask Bucknor to hand you the amount of differences at which my fifty shares Man- 
hattan sCbck were settled, and send It to me. Yours very truly, and much better. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

AUomey General (John) Van Dwren asks Ommpoterue to curse his friend Jesse Hoyt-^urishes his 

Railroad stock seTU^ with Jesse, to Tophet — and grumbles at the New York officials for notfmr' 

ni^ng funds for his stock £amMingtransa/tums---H&!ft obtains stated preaching at S26 per 

ammwmf at the Ascension Church— ^arke OodtMs opinion of the Leaders of ' the Democracy.' 

[No. 965.] John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. Albany, March 25, 

1834. — Why Gkxl d— n you, Jesse ! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight. You must be 

poor bitches down there, if you cannot raise this two penny sum. If the stock has gone up, 

let it go to B-^Jt The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depress 

tiocks*-the Qovemor's measure will eventually relieve the country.^ Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

*Tbera was eTtdanUy His best poMible undentanding ertaliltihed between Mr. Swartwout aad the Albaaj 
Retency as early at 183S, for la that year and 1836, Marcy, Wright, Crotwell, J. Van Burvn, Curiiins. Ac, aia 
liberal In ibetr letlen to him, recommending candidates for his Uoepiial. tteyuiour and many othtn ihufl tot 
pliices. On the S3d of March, 163B, Bdwrin Oroswell recommends Baruum Whipple to his »' mnst favorable con- 
slderatfcm'*—aMiiies him that hie (W.*s) *' pecuniary circumstances render it peculiarly desirable as ihia time," 
that he should be admitted into Swartwoot's Poor House— and thus sums up his character—" Ilis poliUeal t»afi 
Aoatitna are equally unquesilonable ; beinf a uniform Republican of the Old School.** Mr. Attorney General J. 
Van Buren thus endorses Whipple on the same sheet: '* Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear 8lr->| fally concur la 
the forrgolng CCroswell*f] recommeiuiathiB of Capt Whipple, and as he is a very clever fellow, to biioc, i hoaa 
yim will be able to do what he asks. Youn truly, J. VAN BUAEnT*^ 

** Albany, March S3d, 1830.'* 

t Mr. Hoyt got along more quietly with Van Buren*s knavery than with that of some other persons. Oa the 
9S(th of Februnry, Idai, he wrote to Levi Woodbury from the Custom House—" Mr. Price's son ha^ published la 
the Ctiurler of this momhig, a letter from his father, which I liave not read and du not mean to read. I am 
^ttlte Ured of * the rogues and rogueiy.' " 

On the 8th of November, 1&I9, be wrote as follows : " B. F. Butler, Esq., U. S. Attomey~>8ir : Do not ftO is 
put the case of Harvey Sc Sinn in a position for a new trial. Severmi wtereka$Us Aoee been to mm, »A« art mt* 
fetUf Mtngeoma at muk a widatun ^f mil lam and ssims. I thfaik I could safely swear to newly diaeovet«d lesd- 
miiay, so aa lo get a new trial on that ground. Mr. Ruseel has stated some facts to me that nm new. Think of 
this poinU I em BO martiMsdamd vpstt at the ruulL I WILL LEAVE NO STONE UN TURN ED TO PUN- 
ISH the patty who would auempt to overturn all law and morula Resply. J. HOYT, Cbllecior.- * 

X Mrs. Jameeon tells ns In her Summer Rambles, that a Baptist Preacher, whose church she attendi d in D^uolt. 
and who evidently waaied to Meer clear of oSbnding hot and foolish panlsanc, made an acute prayer for John's 
fkther, via : thai ** if Mr. Van Burea were a good man he mlaht be made better, and if a bad man, uiat lie might be 
p paed i ly regeqemted.** Perhaps If he had been favored with a peep at John's correspou'^ence, he would have 
oniittril the ^altogether, as applied to the jimlor. Mr. J. V. B.'s monstrous impiety appeals lo have ahocksd 
even the hntienitent Hoyt about this time, and partially effected that which even the Pious B. F. Butler's calls 
liava failed iu--as wlini-ss the following receipt—" Mr. Jesse Hoyt—To the Church of the Ascenaiun. Dr TVi 
RcBt of Few, No. a8» 1 May, 1834, to 1 May, !&, $». Received Paymen^ Ice. ^^ 

WILLIAM DONALDSON.'* 
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Owy Ae SUindard of Hone for $30,000— Oronoea jmfi Marcy^s Six MUUon Loan flfrtfry 

taiks ofbanJcpainots and sclfoJ^ numied men^-imaginarv dial^rest^and stock not to besfMh-ini 
mil do to iatkatknU^Jaciaon tf* CoJsten milium bank sckemestnoLkered as impolitic al tAe Hme. 
[No. 966.] Edwin Croswell of the Aligns to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albakt, March 
9S, l53i.— My 03ar Sir: If the Staniard can be purchased of Mr. Hone, onincamberad, for 
$SSd.00O, onr friends ou^ht not to hesitate to get possession of it Aside from the importance 
of tne step, politically, u coulc scarcely iail, if managed with reasonable tact and economy, 
to prove a matter of pecuniary jprofiL I do not think of any one precisely qualified for the 
charge of the paper, who is at this moment free from engagements of another sort, but I have 
no doubt the man may be found, and soon, if our friends will take the refusal of it for a 
given period. 

You have undoubtedly read the Qovemor's message. Allow me to ask your opinion of it 1 
T%e BaAk and opposition press mssly misrepresent the proposition. That was expected of 
course. The Bank has produoed the " distress" and its incendiaries have contributed to it in 
aU possible ways. Real or imaginary, it is their only hope. Hence any proposition, calco- 
latea to produce relief either by inspiring confidence, or b^ providing means, is their bane, 
and will he fought and lied dovm^ if possible. But I am satimed the project will be approved 
by the legislature, and by the people, and that it will result advantageously to the pecuniary 
and political interests of Che state. Attempts will be made by the bank patriots and by selfish 
monied men to decry the stock in the foreififu market But rely upon it, IF ANY RHATJ, 
B£ EVER ISSUED, it will find a sale without difficulty. 



■omiws of the poorest of hii countrymen. He fa the eon-fn-law of Wm. Callcn Bo'^nt, and were all The ( 
in Lawrence*! dcpertrntrnt aa well bestowed aa his was, by Van Neaa, who la tiiere that coold ctnnplalal 

{From the Pathflnder, by Parke Godwin.]—" It [meaning the demoeratic party] haa talked nntti it haa not only 
exhausted ha breath, bat its life. What Is it doing to carry out iu principles 1 What real vitality Is there In 
uy of its (vnmiiient measures 1 What aenuine manhood in any of Ita prominent men 1 Is it not, at this oso- 
nieiit, a grand Impnaition and ftJachood ? la It not a vast eollt^iive death's head, an illusion, a deceiver, and 
aiitl-chrisi 1 We ouiaeivca answer these questions in the affirmative. We dn so, because we conacientioaaly 
believe that our polMcs and our political parties are atupeadous and cruel humbugs. The democratic party, pai^ 
tlcularly, b liable to this charge, because it profesies to be guided by lofty alinai Ju ends are right, but its means 
are delurive. Not thnt the mass of Its members are aware of this — ^not that a whole people would voluntarily 
agree to mislead and cheat tbemsclves— but that the leaders of the party are filled either with Ignorance or 
hypocrisy and selfishness. Thcv are either groasly ignorant of their duties, or they know that ibey are bftrayfog 
the multitude whom they piufcos In serve. We Impeach them with the fact. We charge them with triflhig 
with the happlneas of milUona. We accuse them of an utter want of human aympaihy- We denuuuce tliem as 
cheats and pretenders. 

Tills is strong language, but not too atronc to be Tcrifled. Let ns see. What have the mass of the population 
gained by the recent eleclinn 1 Why, they have di^misaed one aet of magistrates to adopt another, who may or 
ranv not be better. Beyond tlie few who will get office by the bitoterant proscripikm of tlieir opponents, what 
daaa Is banertted 1 Has any principle been settled 1 Haa any real, poslUve advancement been wrought in thn 
condition of the people, or even in public opinion 1 AAer all the wasteful expenditure of titn« and mimey, after 
a I the parades. Junktttilngs and speochea, itfli'r the declamailons of the newsfiapefs and the vocifcratkras of the 
bar-rooms, after society haa been stirred lo Its drpiha by a fierce eicltemant, b there a ahigle man who can hcai- 
csiJy any that hb lot haa been improved by tiie resutt, even so much aa one Jot or tittle t Does any democrat, 
hi the wildest fliaht of hb expectations, believe that either prosperity, comfort, fir rlt^vaiion hos been secured lo 
the p«^ple1 Are they more sure of employment, more ea^y in their pecuniary ctrcurostancea, better lodged, or 
clothed, or fed, enlarged In intellect and expanded in sympathv, hi enaseqnenee of the p»lttical n-v«itaiiloa 10 
which they iiave been ma<!e to c«>ntributa 1 No ! No ! The pour deluded creatan« are as mberable sud dobaaed 
aa ever they wi^re— In the face of all the lying flatieriea of pulltlcal addreaKa, and all the heartless mockhip of 
political leaders. 

Nay, we go Airtber than this. We will sapfwae that the democratic parry has been successful in Ita prt» 
Jecis, not only In this city, but thronghout the Union : we will suppoae that Mr. Calhoun or Mr. Van Buren has 
been chosen to the Presklency, along with triumphant majoritieain both liouaea of Ctingrsss : we will suppiiaa 
thnt all the measures for which it contends are carried into pmcticnl execution: we will su|ipoae all this, and 
yet say, that It will not benefit the mass of the i eople In any perceptible degree ! it will hardly secure them n 
single one of their prininry and most imponant rigbu ! Ii will leave them as tkr (torn the point ot true social 
happiness and Indivfclual development as Uiey ave now ! They will continue to be as debased, ignorant, and 
sgaalid as tbey are now ! They will be ezpoaed to aa much sullbriog and as many dbaster* as they are now ! 
They will atUi live in nasty and pestiferous hoii8es« in crowded and dirty pireets : they will still work In simps 
that are little better than styes: they will still feed upon the worst prodncts of the wotst markeu: they will still 
be cntofl'from many of the necessaries, snd all the rafiuements and elegancea of lllte : they will still be visited by 
want, aickn«-e8, deetituiion, and hatitened-death : their ciilldren will still grow up hi tdlenv^i) igntvanco, and vice: 
they will aiill be denied the right U) labor, the right to educatkin, the riglit to socihI inierconriH* : they will still be 
the slaves of the capiulist and the dupns of the politician : still forever running the snrae dreary mtmd of dla* 
agrfteable and monotonous labor, unsatisbed deeirea, artificial diaeaae, rtebaslnc conipnnk><t»hipa, cheertess lives 
and hopelcM deaths ! Political changes may havo bronglit tham n biief poliiical Iniprovemetil ; bot ah ! In aU 
iheessentlab of happin^a, they will be as meagre and helpleas aa ever. Politicians! have you th«iaglit of thisf 
If you have not, what criminal blind gtt<di^ yon are 1 If you have, what Iniamoua hypiicriies your iuipoctnres 
prove you to have been 1 We suggest the qnestiim, In the nimost seriousness, to the higher minds anvong tlie 
deniKrais ; wheth^-r for the last t a enty years, they have aceomplbhed augtit worth speaktng of for tlie millkma t 
Wo aak them, whether they are likely to do anything nvire, for the next fifty years 1 We call upmi Mr. Van 
B'lreD, upon Silas Wright, Bamoel Young, Tammany Hall, the D<mocrath: Review, the Pii bebin, and Evening 
Poet, or any organ or nd vocate of the demorrailc party, to declare In what resprct they hope to imprnve ilie eon- 
dltkni of the maas* a— to what derree and by whai means they pmpnse m advance the pnbilc happiaeasi When 
and how and where they are to ftiraiab even a partial exempllfieaiion of the working of uielr boaaird frindplea I 
They muat do this, or be content to receive the withering ciiraea which tha long misled and abused raoltituda wUl 
mm'.t or latar heap npun their KUiity haada.*' 
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So far as we hear from the country, the effect of the messafe has been favorable, beyond 
dor most saagaine expectations. Sach is the case here. Moderate men of theopposhiODsee 
and admit the vaiae of the proposition as a measure of relief, and although the party netct" 
papers in the service of the bank will deride and assail it, they will not carry by any means all 
their friends with them. Aside from its intrinsic worth, as the best propasitioo that, *mder the 
circumstances, could be presented to the Ipgislature, it vnll serve to give confidence to owr friends^ 
so FAa AS THAT IS NECESSARY, aud Will put ai^gumeuts and weapons into their hands. A 
ten million bank was received with little favor hcre^ in or out of the legislal/wre^ and if proposed 
could not have succeeded. Defeat toould haoe given to ike whole matter a far loorse asieci than if 
jyUhing had been attempted. With great regard — sincerely your friend, £. CRO&WELL. 

QamUing in the Stocks. 
(No. 367.1 AttMney General (John) Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albakt» 
BCaich, 98, i^.~My Dear JBsse^The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96. is 
yery cood. I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next Monday 
(3lat Inst) and then shall arrange it. Please countermand the order for Boston and Provi- 
dence; I should prefer not to buy it; and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, 
let it be done — any how, as Loni Grey said, I shall stand by my * order.* 

Yours very truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 968.] Attorney General J, Van Buren ashamed to appear publicly as a Stock-jobber. 

AuBAJKY, April 17, 1834. — My Dear Jesse — Nevins andTownsend write me that they have 

bought my Utica Stock. Please get the moncj^ for the enclosed, and pay them. I do not wish, 

to eorretpond with them directly. Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to 

me by some private conveyance, or keep it till I come down, which will be shortly. 

/ Yours very truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

7%e Postscript shows the future Piruincier. 
[No. 969.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. Albany, 
June 13, 1834.— My Dear Jesse— With the slender assistance of the above [a drafl for $^780] 
fortified by the enclosed [a check for S3l 10], you will, I think, be able (if you will do me the 
fkvor),to satisfy the following demands— Nevins & Townsend S>391,4()— Chester Jennings S3&0 
— " Young*' Wilson SlOO— Minthome Tompkins $70. If it fails short, parcel it out to the 
Cormorants, in such bits as yon may deem most meet to subserve their several necessities. I 
intend to walk into the Mohawk soon. J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. I tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it not 1 The receipt says 109 &. 

Totmg Van Bwren^s falker-viUaiiD^ and HoyVs brt^her, Lorenzo^ getting rid of less profUcUe 
Bank-Stock, through Jesses agency. 
[No. 970.] Jud^ James Vanderpoel, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albany. 
June 90, 1834.— Dear Sir— I thank you for the services you have rendered your brother and 
myaelf in procuring stock for us in the Lafayette Bank. Our portion to be sure is not large, 
but we console ourselves with the truth of the old adage, that " hall a loaf is better than no bread.*' 
You will confer another obligation upon me to procure the residue of the deposit money, and 
dtber send me your check, or deposit it in the Phcenix Bank in my name to the credit of the 
Canal Bank. I send you a draft on the Commissioners for the amount II* it is presented on 
Monday the Commissioners will pay it, otherwise it must be drawn through the Butchers and 
Drovers* Bank. ResgwtfuJly yours, j. VANDERPOEL. 

Mem. by J. Hoyt. June 23. Received S250 from Commissioners and sent my check to 
Judge Vanderpoel for it. J. H. 

fNo. 971.] Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. July 18, 1834.— Dear 
Brother: The Judge? Vanderpoel] and myself THINK WE SHALL MAKE NOTHING 
BY HOLDING OUR LA FAYETTE STOCK, and therefore, annexed, send a power of 
attorney to sell it Please have it done, and send your check to the Judge for the amount 
Yours affectionately, L. HOYT. 

" July 21, 1834. Sold for account of Jesse Hoyt, Esq. By Nevins & Townsend, 95 shares 
La Fayette Bank stock at 101 4 89537,70-^less commission i per cent, $6,34— S9531.16— Lea 
90 per cent, unpaid, 9950=$981,16.** 

A sUk stocking Democrat. — " We have to be a little vulgar these Jackson times." 

[No. 979.] James Monroe, Esq., to Jesse Hoyt, 49 Wall street, N. Y. Ballston Spa, 

July 34, '34.— Dear Hoyt: A Virginia friend, like all the rest of them who have aot played a 

part ia Wall street, do not know and wiU not learn that when a note or drail is due, that it 

dthtr hat to be paid or prateated. When I left N. Y. I made no provision for the paymflDt of 
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a draft OQwe fi)r $1660,ilit;wft by a Viigittian, thiiikiag that he wonld thmk and oc^iOfiffas 
topnt the money in bank to meet the fKyxoieat Not 80--the draft had to be paid, and like 
IVard's notes, or rather my notes in hie &Tour sUtntkf overdrawn my bank account which my 
agent made good by loan from my friend H. Ogden of the Custom Hoose. Now, if you can 
coDvenJentiy. and iif you cannot eonveniently, then yon must put in bank for my accoont the 
$1000 as early as the morning of the S7th in^, as I shall send a check to Ogden for that day. 
Be is a good Jajckam man, and perhaps wants no money, but this you can ask him. If my 
friend from Vii^ia puts my money in Bank, I will send you a check for the SIOOO at oooe— 
this he may write me to-day that he has done. You can have the money again in a few days 
at any rate. / knm U is vulgar to attend Ut mmey nuUters this hot vfcaiMr^ IfUT W£ HAVE 
TO Bfi A LITTLE VULGAH THisJBE JACKSON TIMES. 

^0 news here. Let me hear from you. If y^nt lamld like iff make a little m^ney <nd o/^ara- 
TOOA, let sie knovfU, J tell you it m'uM ge dawn, J viay join yo%t» When does Glover and 
Ward come up? In haste, yours trwly, J.MONROE. 

A Beggar^^Can you get beti?-^Perish C. P. C. Beardsley, 

e^o. 273.] Attorney General John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Aug;. 29, 1834. 
RAK Jesse : For G — d's sake send me my over coat— my underclothes are all worn oirt, 
and I'm a beggar. Let it be taken to Wheelers, who will send it to me. Can you get any 
beto on Governor, even ? We shall lick the dogs so in this State that the ' Great West' wiu 
hear the bowling. Yours truly. J. VAN BUREN. 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all * with one accord united'>^look out ibr a tall majority 
in O. (1) *<Periah C. P. C. Beaidsley' (2) will be reelected by 1600 majority. 

*/ must have ashy at the Ihy^ — a StockjdlMng Epistle. 
[Na 274.1 Attorney General John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, (Albany,) Sept. 5, 1834.— Mv 
DsAa JEssfi-^Plcase let Nevins dt Townsend buy me 100 shares of Patterson R. R. Stock 
delVr in 60 ds, as cheap as possible. I must have a shy at the boys. Keep the jrurchased note 
till 1 see vou. ' shall go west this aiUmoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything turns up 
in my aSsencc . j depress stocks rapidly and seriously, which is hardly possible, seu out and 
save me from loss. Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

Peeru on the Rhode lUakd Eledum^Potter an cidfed. in his dotage— Whip the Bank Men^ 
Ooremor PrandSf a Van Burewite of 1st VMter-^a hint about family connexions, Jcromus John- 
son like. 

[No. 276.] t Dutee J. Pcarce, M. C, Rhode Island, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Newport, R. 
I. Sept. 18, 18^4.— Prit?ate.— Dear sir: Yours of yesterday I have. II our men do not act like 
fools, we can elect our Senator by a decided nuydnty, say a majority of five or six. In a vote 
between Potter and Burgess, the vote would probably stand 41 to 41, thus giving to the Gover- 
nor the casting vote in favor of Mr. Potter— but to give Mr. Potter 41 votes, he must get three 
votes in , and this three we are afraid he will not be able to do— and it is moreover 

well understood that if there would be no probability of Mr. P's having a majority of one over 
Mr. B., Mr. B. "will be withdrawn and me Atto. Genera!, Greene, taken up, who woald un- 
doubtedly beat Mr. P. three or four votes. I think it will not do to run Mr. Potter, who is new 
in his old age and tlotage—<annat forget his early associations of federalisM and Hartford Con- 
ventioiuiAsm. It is hard for the Ethiopian to change his skin. IVf r. P. will be the cause ai our 
defeat, if defeated we should be ; and, if disposed, can put our success beyond a doubt — in other 
words, if he will give up his pretensions wlicre his fVioxistdl him there is no chance for him — 
and this we must do, and support another man with the same zeal we would support Hm, jf 
fpe eould support him with the kope of success, vte loould ^ve the bank men a severe tchipping, and 
■end to the Senate Ihe best man we h«ve, in my opinion, in our state, Governor [Joui B.] 

♦ Terlsh C. P. C. Beardsler wm th«» whig nkkoAine to Snntncl Brarrtsley, nfOnetda, who was n violent sup- 
porter of the ^fety Fund Lenf ue of Banks, and an enemy to the United SlaTe< Eank and brancheiv. He cot It by 
a speech In Congress, Jannnry. 1834, In which he said—" ^'o ! sooner than I'etruce our 8lep:s-*perl8h the state 
bonlt»— perish crcdlt-~per1»h comoieroe.** 

t Dutee J. rearce, an influential lawyer of Rhode Island, was appointed bv Monroe, In lti24. ku U. 8. District 
Attorney. He entered the iOih Congress, in December, 182S. with TrisirHRi barfcesa : and John Quincy M\m% 
thai* ciingmtulHti's h!iu oo a ro'etectlon tn the 94ih Conivess, ten years alter, in a letter dated CUiincy, Sf-pr. 
7, 1835. " I heartily congratalale yon upon your re election to Connress— Hlihoufrh upon many importaat pvltl r. 
ii>easnros, I differed widely in opinion from you In the last Congress ; andaiUiouffh I do not flatter myself iliui 
we sbHil agree mncli belter In itM next, 1 mu yet convinced that the party which has been thoxe two yf^nra 
straggling to brenk yoi^down, the liase eompnund of Hnrtford convention teitcrHli.<m and roynl areb masonry, ia 
RO rotten with the corrnpiion of both Its elem«nu. that I hail with Joy the victory which you hnve achieved 
over it ; 1 rejoice also tbHt the same people have repaired the injustice done by the saiue pnny to Mr. Sprague. 
and have returned hlin to Omgress as your colleague. Of that party, treachery Is en favorite an lasuument, 
ihMt 1 have h^urd Mr. Ennre'^s complain that they have uaed it even with htm. It is thel/ natnro and their 
Tocstlon. I welcome the niult of your electitMi as a pledge that their chalice k leuuaisf to ihelr own H|t." 
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Fhmcis. He ean oertainly be elected against any maa the bank patty caa name, by a m^or- 
ity of five, reserving his own vote as the presidinv officer of both booses. 

Mr. Prands is my etrnfidenHal frund^ and would support tke a^ninisiratum. He is more de- 
T&ttd to Mr. Van Buren than any cVur mon m Rhods UUmd. He was my clasamate, and the 
classmate of Governor Francis in College, and is also your Ctovemor [MarcyJ's personal friend. 
Mr. Francis is not anxious for the place, but / Irn^ff vroold ran if he would receive the suppoit 
of oar party. With these prospects before us, it will be too bad to have them bla8led---and 
blasted they will be, by Mr. Potter's pertinacity and obstinacy. What can we do? I hardly 
know. I have written lately to Mr. Woodbury fully, in reeaid to our difficulties, and have at 
times thought I would write Mr. Van Boren- and Mr. Wright your Senator, in rdation to 
them. X^Mr. P. [Potter] is under great MgtBtiim to Mr. Wr^H. If Mr. Wri^ would, 
t3rwithont Mngini^ ray name into oueation. or in any wav referring to it, urge Mr. P. to with- 
l^pdraw when he mids suoeess hopdess, ana throuon all his weight into the scale of Mr. F^an> 
i:>x:is, our victory would be a glorious one. Mr. P. would raise himself in the estimatidn of 
f>the administration, and if he on earth would not receive his reward, some of his friends and 
I>family connexions may. Truly yours, DUTCE J. PEARCE. 

Perish C. P. C. BeardsUy iw * Bank daive* only a Van Buren man ! ! 
[No. 376.] Samuel Beardsley, M.C. lo Jesse Ho^t, N. Y. Prirote.— Washinotok, 
September 34. 1834.— Dear Sir : Your favour of the 16th. reached me here to^ay. I am well 
aware of the reeling of your bank* merchants, and all otner bank worshippers towards myself. 
That is of little moment to me. and less still to the public. I dare not venture any opinion to 
you about my district, although I, believe our political friends hope that it will be for the eovntry 
rather than for the Bank. Personal feeling aside, I must say that I hope such may be tlie 
result: in other winds, I would prefer being a freeman to being a bank slave. I do not give any 
opinion for myself about the District. I however believe that our friends not only hope for a 
democratic majority in Oneida and O8we|0, but they expect or.«; of from 5 to 10 hundred. , Mr 
opinion is, that General Root may have 400 majority in uroome, but that in Delaware he will 
be behind some 800. I presume Governor Marcy will be re-elected by more tlian ten theusand. 
In haste yours, S. BEARDSLEY. 

Van Buren^s Profatdty set of by Butler's Piety. 

JNa 377.] Attorney Ocn'l J. V. Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Fm'k— « Avon, N. Y. Sept 
SB'' [1834]— franked by '<M. Van Buren.'* Mr Dear JassE,— I make use of a frank the old 
man left with me, to let you know that / am about as unhappy a d I as you would tnsk to 
see-^Jrom thejear thatvou have purchased me some Patterson R. R. Stock, on vhich lam to lose a 
large sum of money. I see that on Wednesday it left off at 81 4, which is 8 or 9 per cent, lower 
than it was when I authorized you to buy for me. I know nothing of the d — — d stock, except 
that Bremner was dealing in it^t and it had been rising for a month, and I hardly thought my 

* WlWD Samnel Beardsley was elected to Congress, fVom Oneida, be resigned the office of XJ. S. District At- 
tfimey, was succeeded by N. 8. Benton, now Secretary ofState for N. Y., and In 1836, appointed by Oovemor 
Marey Attorney Oeneni. He was a firm supporter of the safety fond bank lysleiD, opposed to Yoanf , and one 
of foor to buy Crosweli's three-walled hoase, out of which. Job the Eveainc Journal exoacted roach aatise- 
mest at the expense of the knaves who made the bargain. Beardsley entered the senate of K. Y., in ISB^ was 
a {If id partisan, thoroQEh for Cnwford, and, as Hammond thinks, very honest. Marcy nominated him tn be 
Attorney Oeneml, late In 1836 ; and when a senator, he could not brink his conscience to consent to the saadiag 
of Bishop aad KamUe back to their eonstitneBte. Like Wiifht, in 1834, he ihoucht that iwpular appeals may 
be aiade too ofWa. 

t BuTLiR'a PirrT.^John Van Bnren Is said to have remarked, when In New York, some tine siiiee^ UmiIid 
solTeied less for his nrofanity than Buiier did for his piety. I annex another specimen of the latter. 

It is well known that J. G. Bennett took part with Van Buren, Lawrence, Butler. Morris, Edmonds aad Sie* 
wason. In the Glentworth aflUr of 1840. In the N. Y. Herald, of Oct 5ittth, we And the report of a N. Y. ia- 
difBatlon Beetfnc held, at noon oT the S4th. In the Park, Bavid Banks belBf Its pMsldeBt, and Wriffet Hawkcs, 
BOW of Paris, the mover of resolves. Mt. B. F. Butler was the orator of the day ; and, had be really beea a 
BiouB man, his pathetic appeals to God and Providence would have been passed over by me without remark- 
bat look at the impndence, covetousness, and bypocrisv shown in his letters, which compare with his descrip- 
tion of his opDoaents, and the then mayor of Philadelphia He said, " that fmuds extensive and atrocious were 
practised by the Whigs in 1838 and 1839, is now abundantly proven. These fninds were successful in the flist 
instance, and nearly so in the last The reason that they were not so in the latter instance, is not from the 
want of exerctoBs on their part, but fVom {fCjr the direct interposition of an overroHne Providence. JCt{ .... 
I shall do all I can, undeterred by threats of prosecution, indictment, or assassination, which have been held 
one, In 9» on and bring these per|N!tmtors to Justice, even If my life fall In the effort. I look on this as a special 
interposttton of that providence — that ruler of truth and Justice, who rules and reigns over sll. and even la thb 
life pnnlshes the cuHty, and brtngn fhiuds to light and punishment. . . . What n frtghtfhl system of ftmnd 
does not all ihis ^veiope, on the part of onr opponents 1 Monstroiu In the extreme. And chiefly concocted 
In and thrust upon ns flrom a neighboring city, the central seat of the monied po>rer. and which is also the 
head quarters of the United States Bank, and has so long been under its blighting influence. Yes, fn>ro that 
city came t he H essians who were to crush our liberties, and destroy the freedom iind purity nf our In&titudoas. 
<Cneers.> XT And John SwiO, iu mayor, (great outery.) the chief magistrate of the second city In the United 
gjr Suites, was the wicked and willing agent and participator in (brwaniing these stupendous fVands, aad in 
iOr eomilvlBf at the contemplated ftands of 1f*40. (Tremettdon^ outcry.) And by his control over hl< pollee 
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haying would knock It down forthwith. Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth 
nothing for all I know. If so, and if I own any, sell if you think best, and let me lose the 
present difference. If I get out of this job, you may consider me " discharged cured" as the 
Cholera repoits read. Yours ever truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

Jesse Haytsand Jokn Van Bwm*s Bets, Sept. and Oct., 1834. 
[No. 378.] I have compiled the foUowiag statement from Mr. Hoyt's memoranda of 
his belBL on his own and John van Boiea's account, previous lo the iall election in New York. 

With Jam4s Watson Webb.-~$bOQ on CSovemor (Marcy vs. Seward), fra»— $500 on 7000 
tat Marcy— SSO to $05 against Verpianck's nomination for govemor--S50 on Cambreleng 
-hSSBO on Members of Congress in N. Jersey— $250 on Govemorof Ohio— S350 on Governor 
of New York— $100 each, on 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8000 majorities for Marcy— $50 against 900 
majority 1st ward, N. Y.— $1000 on 750 majority for Congress in city of N. Y.— $1000 on 
15260 majority forgovemor, in do— total $4500. 
r With Geo. F. TWflmik— $100 to $200 on Marcv— $50 on Beaidsley— $50 that Marcy does 

^ as well in Momgomery as in 1832— $50 that the wnizs would have 22o0 in Washington Co, — 

$200 that Young and Cramer would beelectcd— $200 that the whist would not elect M.C.'s in 
N. Y. city— $100 on 7lh districtr— $10 on Marcy— $100 ag*st $200 on Lucas as eovemor, in 
Ohio— $100 each on 6, 7, and 8000 majorities to Marcy in N. Y.— $100 each on 61 7, and 800 
majorities for Marcy in city of N. Y.— $10 on majority in Ulster Co.— $50 on 250 for Gover- 
nor in 14th ward— S50 on New Jersey Congress ticket — total $1570. 

With Akxandet HamiUon^ on Governor, $250. 

With ■ Bren7i£r—aa Governor $500— on Members of Consjess $25— $100pn 2000 

majority for Lucas in Ohio— a hat ($10) on govemor'^$500 on 5000 maj. for Marcy— total 

With D. S. ./(TTKS,— $100 on 15,000 wMg gov.— $100 on gov. even— $25 on each lOOOup to 
0000 on whig majority in N. Y. drr— $2&on each 1000 whig maj. in state of N. Y.— $900 to 
$100 that Sew. I would not have 5000 majority— $700. 

With Moses 11. Grinndl, $100 on 5000 maj. for Marcy— with John A. Kinir, $100 that the 
hunkers would beat Stilwell 750 in N. Y. State— with El&worth on Beardsley $2&— with G. W, 
BrueHf a hat ($10) on Marcy — [Joseph?] Kemochan S50 on Beardsley— with JET. if. Bogert 
$50 on governor, and 2 bales of cotton($90) on ci^ M. C's &c.— with E. Curtis that Ctenl 
Root gets no majority in Broome Co. $25— with same on governor, $100 against $900— with 
Dudl^ Sdden on Beardsley &c. $100— with Jchn Hone $150— with Thaddeus Phelps, 3 < 



of champaigne, and cash $50 on Bergen — with T*. Carpenter, wheat, wood, hams and apples 
$44— with H. Ketchum, boots $7— with John C. Cruger $150 on fall election— with J. L, Jusepk 
$900 on Lucas of Ohio and on Congress— with Draper $100 to $200 on majority of Congress, 
from Ohio, and $100 on assembly in do— with J. G. Pearson $100 on legislamre of Ohio— with 
George S. Doughty on 750 averpge maj. on Congress ticket in N. Y, city $200— with John 
Duer, a suit of clothes, $50, on 10th ward — with O. Moran $100 on Congress maj. in N. Y.— 
with Jacob Little $100 on 5000 maj. for Governor Marcy— with Charles L. Livingston, that 
Alleghany and Orleans would not both be against V. Buren and Co. for governor $100, Oct.. 
6th— increased to $250, Oct. 26th — another bet $100— with Ckn'stmass, a nam $3—2 cases of 

Champa gne with G . on Ohio election— with Comdivs Bogert $00 on B^irdsley. 

Wtth J. J7^«ii/.— $100 on Gov. of Maino-*$100 on Gov. of Ohio--$100 on Gov. 

Marcy against Seward— $100 on W. Jersey Congressmen— $100 on aggregate majorities ol' 

<iflker», concocted and nmralialled a srstem wbteh was fvecessful in enabliitg men to come here and deposit 
iitegal voles In our balluc boxes. What is doe to these ofBceis of Justice, nien sworn to preserve the conne 
of Ju«tlce pure, nod to do all to detect ail iiflfenders nimlnst Ja»tiee, nnd to prevent the pt* rverHton of the 
coane 1 yi^Tfae^u police oiBcers and ibts John Bwttt. one of the swi.m vicc-gemts of the God of J«stic« 
{^nn earm, all sending on men to vole, and some eiealng on to vote theuiselves. and giving to tboee sent 
9^ the chnraeter of the greatest desperadoes their city cuntnlned, sending them here to be dreesed op ia 
the coininlttee-rooais, and ti» vole at all the ward polls, if povibie ! I ask > on, I ask our opponenu, I ask all 
honest men, whether thesi* officers of Jusdce ever sent to the suite prison, the penitentiary, or gallows, or took 
to prison or the gnllows, nny men so culpable, so criminal, or so de^rviiig the pallmvs, as they were tbem- 
selves ? (Loud Mod continued cheers and cries of *' No, no.'*) Mr. Butler denied having asserted that on Oct. 
15th, he would mtke disclosures tbnt wtinld settle Mr. Vmu Bnren*s eleciiiin— " yet, [said be,] strange lo tell, on 
that very dny. Mr.Hteven«on walked into my office and told me of ail these fraiid«. I then remembered it 
wnn the 15tb of October. (Cheers.) ^CT VVbn, then, shall charge mo with fanaticism, <ir superstition, when 
JP^ I SMV that I can see In this the finger of tb« God of truth and justice. wh<i oiders all thinfs well ; 
q5" who will protect the vlrtniias and punish the guilty 1 And strung In this belief* and nndbioiayed by 
9^ ihrents, I kbttil continue to go on. and honestly do my duty to him and my country.** 

On Ibis same IHr-fHroed loth of October, at a great NaU<inal Hall nieetlnp. Mr Pre eott Hall thus dissected 
the demerits of Butler. ** This Indlvidnal, with no merit of bis own, but what be derives firun shndMwmir 
forth Mr. Van buren's opinions, wbiUi be was decrying the credit fcy«ten, was himself a borrower of 
iBB,0UO fn>m the M^mhHtCiin Bnnk, with«ut any security. He expended it nil in speculations. The rooi- 
niittee called on him lor security. Whst did be givel Wbv ChiCNgo lots, (Ronrs of laiuhter) all of whieh 
only ciiBt him f 20U. and that wea as much aa thuy wen aU worth ! (Obeeft») and yet m Ulke aftout tha 
aristocratic borrowers ar.d specubitora on the credit system.'* 
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democratic Coagressmen irom N. Y. S.— $100 cm 6000 nm'ority for Marcj— 950 on Con- 
gress lictet in 

Air. Hoyt's handwriting being bad, I may have made some mistakes, but think not It ap- 
pears to me that the:<e bets, amounting from $12,000 to $15,000, are but a partofhid wsgers 
on the election of 1834 — but his other memoranda are less clear. He seems to have b^an 
betting eiirly ip September, and to have kept on daily till ibe electioos were all over. A reve- 
nue otficer told me one day at the custom house here, that Mr. Hoyt's bets on the fall elections 
of 1840 were enough to have ruined a dozen of men who had not eztraordinarv resotirces, bat 
he gave me no facts, so I do not vouch fw his statement, thoogfa very probable. Mr. EEoyt's 
brding did ujt enrich him, as witness Warren's letters of Dec. ancf ian. next. John van 
Buren may have cl^areJ through Hoyt alone, on that elect! jn, $9000. He had access to the 
whole carf3spondence of the central junto at Albany, and the returns by which their gamliting 
on the elections was regtdated. 

[N. 279.] John C. Cruger to Jesse Hoyt,— Charlestown, Nov. 27, 1884. My Dear 
Sir — On my arrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. Pell requesting him to pay you 
three hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by 
the steam packet as it will probably be in New York as soon as that. When yon ircdve the 
$300, please pay the 150 to Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yours. Although the result 
of this election must be very apeeable to you, I cannot congratulate jrou, for I trusl dial you 
will look upon it as a source oi regret before many 3rears. 

I am truly yours. JOHN C. CRITOElt. 

Sneers at ths poor Whigs^Bei up to $5000 — Marcifs Electi&n " as sure as (?— 4.* 
(No. 280.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to " My Dear Hoyt," N. Y. Albant, Oct. 
7, lfiS4. [Tuesday.]— My Dear Hoyt— They say " the blood of the martjTs is the seed of the 
Church,'^ and heaven knows 1 have been freely tapped in the f^ood cause. THIS REM. [re- 
moval] OF TH£ D£P. [deposits] cost me a fortune, and now I 'don't see but I must lose another 
hunk of my little earnings. 

My impression is that Stocks will go up till Election, and fall immediately after. If the poor 
Whigs could carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee, stocks would rise. New Jer- 
sey may go for them, and give them a filip — but Penna. will knock them stiff next week— so 
will Ohio— and so will N. Y. 

If you could get the difference bet on Marcy, I should say " Sell by all means," and any how 1 
don't know but you had better sell. Do exactly as you see fit I shall be down before it falls due 
probably ; meantime I should be most parUcularly obliged to jon^ifyou can get me an even bei 
Of a "ttst Marcy to any amount less than FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, fthink I would bet 
$100 on each 1030 majority up to 5000. I would bet $1,500 against $1,000 on an even Section. 
1 consider Marcy's election, by from 7,500 to 15,000 maiority, AS SURE AS GOD. 

You know best how much the Patterson is worth, ana you must do exactly as if it was yoor 
own, and I shall be satisfied. Make me some bets if possible. Yours, truly, J. V. a. 

P. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetings or some things. 

Wagers^ beUing^ spectUation — Boston and Providence — Ned Livingston. 
[No. 281.] Attorney Gcn'l J. Van Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Oct. 18, 1834.— 
My Dear Jesse — ^I should think you right about selling the Patterson, if it will not do to 
hold. By the looks of Webb's paper, {aUhaugh it is iniended no douLi to operate on New Jer- 
seit^ the opposition gained confidence. Can you tempt them with A WAGER on 3, 4, and 
566a Majorities; $200 on each or $500 on S40601 If neither of these can be got to- 
morrow, BET them S500 on 5000 majority. There will be no betting after to-morrow. Save 
the order for Bost. and Prov. open ; the Moh. is all right We have* nominated a strong 
ticket, tho' Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly man, contrary to all expectation. Yours 
ever truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

* Do7i^t be uneasy f^ Jesse, go ahead ! Bets on Marcy and Lucas of Ohio. 
[No. 282.] Same to same. Albany, Oct. 14, 1834. Don't be * uneasy* Jesse ; co 
ahead. I wrote you by Sunday's boat : but I suppose as there was no mail the letter mj8> 
carried. I think stocks will fall this week. Sell if you think best. 

Can yon fret BETS on three, four, and five thousand majority for Marcv, two hundred dol- 
iars on each! if not, I will bet five hundred dollars on four thousand; perhaps, if we loae 
New Jersey, you can get this. 

Ifi/ou cati't do better, I should like a bet of three hundred dollars on five thousand majority fo* 
Marcy ; tmless we lose N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better terms. Yours truly, 
_ J. VAN BURJ^. 

P. S. I WILL BET 01)1 five thousand majority for Lucaa in Ohio. 



[Na 983.] Senator TaUmadga to Jeato HoTtg at New York. Pohrcenre, Oet 14. 
U34.— My DcakSir: I received your letter of the 11th, and had an interview with Juc^ 
jtoffiles, who holds the Putnam eircait ihfs week. ^ toiU ktik with thJe gentlemen relirred to 
00 lEe subject mentioned. Such an inte7viei0 will have mere effect- than any thing else. Evtry 
thiDff looka well with us. We have renominated the " POKER'' for Congress. Oar whola 
ticket is a strong one; we anticipate a greater vote than in 1883. 

Yours truly, N. P. TALLMADQB;, 

PaUenam RmlrmuL The BeUing Ring. $500 «» Marcf. 
[No. 384.] Atiomev General John Van Bnrcn to J. Hoyi, N, Y. Albany, Oct 16, 
1834. — My Dear Hoyt— You have worked the Patterson Rail Road very well. 1 am shocked 
at tht shares only being $50, having become reconciled to at least double the loss. Tell Wil- 
son that I have an impression that he promised to invest $500 or so, for me, provided I kept 
out of the * betting ring,' so as to encourage the enemy to give him a fair chance. If 1 am 
right, and even il I am not, I count upon his nobiUtv to spare me $500 even on Marcy, out of 
Ilia big investment. I shall be in New York the last of the month— let me know what W. 

I. Yours truly. J. V. B. 

. 8. I dont care to bet on 5000 majority for Marcy just now; if It is not too lata lo hack 
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Van Dwren piUes the poor Wkig9^'tkinla tkey wUl change their names, 
jNo. 385.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Kinderhook, Oct 31. 183ir- 
My Dear Sir: I send you with the greatest pleasme the letter you desire for our friend Phelpt. 
I liave been here for a few days where the Enemy is using very desperate efforts. I almost 
begin to pity the poor Whigs. Their next cognomen will be />nfiacrd/s— remember what I 
wy. I tnink you ought at some of your meetings, to call upon them, as our friends have done 
il Philadelphia, to give notice by woat name they mean to pass next year. In haste, very 
truly yours, M. VAN BUREN. 

Van Buren introduces his friend Clay to his friend Hoit. 
[No. 886.1 Vice President Van Buren to Jesse Hott, New York. WAsmNorow, Nov. 
38, '34.—My Dear Sir: I take much pleasure in making you acquainted with my friend the 
Hon'ble Mr. Clay of Alabama [Clement C. of U. &. Senate,] who makes a short visit to New 
York before the meeting of Congress. I know it will give you pleasure to do wJlat youcaa 
to make his stay in New York agreeable. I am, dear air, very truly youra. 

M. VAN BGBEN. 

Old Le Foy, the Audioneer, nominates Governor Marcy direct from the N, Y. Custom Houul 
[No. 387.] In a letter signed by Comeliua W. Lawrence, Thomas Herttell, John Lori- 
mer Graham, and George D. Strong, addressed to S. Swartwout, dated 8th Dec. 1834, ai N. 
Y.---they say : " Mr. Le Fssy fi-om that time to the present has been an active, zealous, and 
efllcient advocate of democratic principles, and has very materially aided in susuuninc the pre- 
sent administration, and we beiieve mat no individual who has been selected as an Inspector 
of Cuflioms has presented stronger personal or political claims to your fkvourable notice." 
That honest and steady patriot, Wm. M. Price, thus adds his testimony (Dee. 10, 1834). " I 
am not acquainted with any individual who presents stronger personal and political claims 
to your amsideration than Mr, Le Foy, His appointment would afford great gratification to a 
creat number of your personal and political friends, and conffer an especial ftivor on yours 
Suly, WILLIAM M. PRICE." 

Le Foy, an old auctioneer, was installed as a Custom House officer, proved himself a use- 
fal tool--«nd, as a pretended representative of New York democracy, nominated Wm. L« 
Marcy as Governor, at Uie Syracuse Convention, Sept. 1836. New York therefore had a gov- 
ernor dictated by the Custom House — and when Throop was no longer endurable as a ruler, 
tlie Custom House opened its doors to him. 

Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Sir— Mr. George S. Messerve of the 11th Ward is an appH* 
cant for the appointment of Inspector of Customs. Mr. M. has been A STRONG PARTY 
MAN, and is at present an ardent supporter of the General and State Administrations^ and I 
have no doubt his appointment would give general satisfhction. 

New York, AprU 30, 1835. WALTER BOWNE. ^ 

sating R.R. Stocks and bwying High Heded Shots, 

[Na 388.] ^ Attorney Gen. John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, New York. Albany, Dec. IT 
lg34.^MY Dear Jesbb— Flease sell me 100 shares Boston 6c Providence, deliverable in 60 
dayvat 1074 or I07i. I »l"dl be in New York this week. Can you send an order to — ■ — 
and kimbaJ, No. 3 Wall st., to make meforthmlh a pair of neat winter Boots with heels an 
inch high: I want them to wear when I aaall come to New York, and that will be ty Thva* 
dij. Yowa truly, J. VAN BUREN. 



SftS nmmm m mvflibs. LOBBYim. «LtrtO0t!^d tai sMtu. 

[No. MP.] Tioe Prwident Van Bum to Jeiie Hoyt at New York. "Wktmverran^ DtCL 
SI, lo34.— Mr DiAR Sir : I am obliged b/ joor attention to my small concerns, and apon mei- 
tijaing the circumstance in the prewnce or the Pfcsideot, he has requested me to ask you to send 
him also a pair of the skins. I will pay alL Yours, truly, M. VAN 6UR£N. 

[No. 990.] Vice President Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. No date (1834.)— 
Dbar Sir: I ft>iTot to say to you that the President cheerfoU^r accepted your present of the 
•kins, and to make you my acknowledgments fjr your auenuon. The President is in ftni 
health and spirits. His escape was perfectly miracilous. 



Providtnci lugged in wUh Providtnu R. R. gambiing.^McKmm 4* Van Duren's kapphmt ts " te 
j do anybody's dirty work." 

^ (No. 391.1 Albany, Dec. 30, 1834.— Dear Jesse : Enclosed is your note. If the order 

. to Nevitts and Townsend to sell me 100 shares Boston and Providence at 107^ to | ai 60 days 
and Interest should noi^ providentially^ have been countermanded in season, I take it they have 
offected the sale : if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recuperate a small 
portion of my losses. 
;s Leggett wicked or crazy 1 Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. 1 have formed a partnership in law with Gol. McKoun : one of us will attend all the 
Courts, and we shaU be HAPPY TO DO ANYBODY'S * DIRTY WORK.' J. V. B. 

Speaker Livingston invites Ex^Commissumer Hoyt to join the Lobby. 
[No. 393.] Mr Dear Hoyt : The U. and Schenectady rail-road passed our House this 
momine. I have just inquired of De Qraff his opinion of its fiue in the Senate— he is not om- 
fident of success, but thinks, with a full Senate, it mav pass. As this is a matter of some imper- 
iance to yourselfj I tpould advise that you come up and tend a hoping hand to those already eiw^- 
ed in carrying U through. Yours, C.L.L. 

(No. 393.] Van Dwren's Pet Financur, CoUedor and Stockjobber, at fault. 

Two Notes— John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesee Hoyt. " New York, Dec. 87, 1834. 
— Dear Hoyt : You will find by the enclosed account, made up to 21st inst, a balance due us 
of ^3997.34 ct9. Will you do us the favor to have it seeded r '— " New York, Jan'y 12^ 1835. 
— Sir : Not having received the balance due our late firm, I feel myself bound by the regula- 
tions of our Board to hand in your name unless settled by 10 J o'clock, to-morrow." 

[Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a few months thereafter, through Van 
Buren's influence, he, his flriend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were the board of Com- 
missioners to examine into and settle all claims relative to duties, arising out of the great firs 
in New York 1 1 1] 

The Madness of the Merchants and AwHaneers—the Victims of the Pemic—To the Victors Umg 

the Spoiis! 

g^o. 394.] Gov'r. Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, 26th Jan'y, 1835. Private,— 
ear Sir— I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M. It is proper that 
Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y. whose feelings or whose conduct has gone with 
the Wigs should be fully apprised of my situation in relation to their appointments, and that 
they should be made sensible that they have contributed to bring about a state of things which 
prevent me from doing towards them as I have done heretofore and should under other circum- 
stancas do now. The principal auctioneers partook of the madness and infatuation which last 
year seized the great mass o£^ the Merchant*— they aided in giving success to our opponents in 
the Common Council— they countenanced and some practised the prescriptive poUcv of that 
body— turned away their clerks, carmen, &c.— upheld the course pursued by the Wig papers— 
and cheered on the Common Council in sweeping the decks of all our political firiends. TTie * 
very men who have been proscribed in N. Y., with the expressed or implied approbation of 
those who wish reappointments, now surround me in ^reai numifers, asking the places and 
commissions of the proscribers. What shall I say — ^wnat ought I say to Aese applicants 1 
Shall I send these victims of proscription, and victims of the panic^ home, empty handed, to 
b^ employment of those who have deprived them of it, and give commissions to thoee who 
are the authors or even the silent approvers of the course pursued by the Common Council 
and the ooauc makers 7 If I had but one hour of official life to live I should consider it my 
.solemn uutv to employ it diligently in protecting my political friends ftom persecution. My 
fHends in N. Y. ought to look at both sides of this question before they aovise a course of 
liberalitv which would be injuatice to friends, and, as past experience shows, r«ter7ie<{ with t»> 
graiUmdi. Yoara^ Suc^ W. L. MAftCT. 



AAHON BUBR HOIHlfATBS ANDBBtf JAeKBON. 2Sd 

Si3«f in^i< «frf0tii(f • wry JMJto&If Lno-AgenL 
[Na 995.] Oovenior Silas Wrigbt to Lorenao Hoyt, Lavyer, Albany. G autow, 1 1 Attil, 
183ft.— Mv Dear Sir: I beliere 1 some time since appoimsd yuu MY LAW AGENT in 
Albany. I cannot say now that I shall hare anj; thing for an agent to do, as I have little 
expectation of doing any thing as an Attorney while my annual absences are ao long. I wish 
yon, however, to present the enclosed papers to one of the Justices of the Supreme Conrt, and 
get an order allowine to the clerk therein named the time shown to have been employed in 
classical studies, andthen that you would file the pa|)ers, and send me copy of the oraer. I 
am, very truly, Ac _ SILAS WRIGHT, Ja, 

Andrew Jackson's fint nominaiion as President^ hy Us Old AssodaU^ Aaron Dun, \ 

[Na 396.1 From the Memoirs of Aaron Borr, vol S, page 433. Eztrsct fixim Blur's 
letter to Joseph Alston, governor of South Carolina: i 

New York, November 30, 1816. I 
'A congressional caucus will, in the course of the ensuing month, nominate James Monroe ' 
for President of the United States, and will call on all^0od ropubiicans io support the nomina- 
tion. Whether we consider the measure itself, the dCsrader and ialtnis of. Ike man, or the 
state whence he comes, this nomination is equaUjf eaceofUonadie and odious. I have often heard 
your opinion of these congressional nominations. They are hostile to all freedom and imde^ 
pendence ofsnjfrage. A certain junto of actual and factitious Viiginians, biaving had posses- 
si<m of the ffovemment for twenty^four 3^ears. consider the United States as their property, 
and, by bawling * support the Administration^' nave too long succeeded in duping the Rspobu- 
CAN Public. * * The moment is eztremelv auspicious for breaking down this degrading 
mtem. The best citizens of our country acknowledge the feeUeness of our Administration. 
They acknowledge that offices are bestowed merely to preserve power and vriikout the smaUest 
regardto fitness. If^ then, there be a man in the United States of firmness and decision, and 
having wtj^nrfiTig enough to afibrd even a hope of success, it is ^our duty to hold him up to the 
public view: thai man is Andrew Jackson. Nothing is wantmg but a respectable nomina- 
tion, made before the proclamation of the Viiginia caucus, and Jackson's success is inevitable. 
If tids project ^ould accord with your views, I could wish to see you prominent in the execu- 
tion of It. It must be known to be your toork. Whether a formal and open nomination should 
now be made, or whether you should, for the present, content yourself with barely denouncing, 
)lution of both houses of your l^rlslature, congressional caucuses ana nominalions, 



by a joint resolution of both houses of your Iqai^islatnre, congressional caucuses and nomiiuUions, 
you only can iudge. One consideration inclines me to hesitate about the policy of a present 
nomination—It is this : that Jackson ousht jM to be admonished to be passive; for, the nK>ment 
he shall be announced as a candidate, be will be assailed by the Viigmia junto, with menaces 
and with insidious promises of boons and favors. Tbbrb is danger that Jackson miobt be 
WROUflOT UPON BT S0CH pRACticBs. If an opctt nomination be made, an express should be tR- 
stmntiy sent to Aim,' &c. AARON BURR. 

Ymng BlennerhasseU hastens from Montreal to ask an office from 8. Swartwoul, his faiher^s col- 
league in the Bwrr Mpvement. 
[No. 29T1 Harman Blennerhassett, to Collector Swartwout. New York, April 15, 
1889.-— Dear »r: I respectfully take this libeily to remind you that I am a candidate for an 
appointment to any simation in the Custom House which yocur goodness and circumstances 
will allow you to offer me. As reference to my character or abilities, I beg to mention the fbl- 
lowing ^ntlemen fhnn whom I can submit a written recommendation, should that be neees* 
sary, and will offer any further testimonials you require. 

Robert Emmett, T. A. Emmet, Jr., David Codwise, William H. Harrison, William H. 
Max welljCadwallader D. Colden, counsellors at law; Doctor M'Neven, Broadway ; Doctor 
Ludlow, Hudson street : B. M^Evers, Walter Odie. John Griswold, merchants ; Gerard Beek- 
man, Bleecker street ; Robert Stewart, Benjamin Romaine, Hudson street, gentlemen. 

I was bom on my father's island in the Ohio, and have spent the principaTpart of my life in 
the United States, with the exception of a few^years that I lived in Canada^ where I completed 
my education; AND CHERISHING THE HIGHEST SENSE OP YOUR FRIEND- 
SHIP FOR MYSELF AND FAMILY, and with the ardent hope that you may find some 
post in your department in which I can be useful, I have the honour, &c 
*^ ^ '^ HARMAN BLENNERHASSETT. 



TV dd Burrite aidrds<amyp in direct correspondence with the chief mamLfaClurer cf reveU in 

Texas. 

[No. 298.1 Collector Swartwout to General Samuel Houston, Texas. New York, 18 

May, 1835.— My dear General I am most happy to make yon acquainted with the bearer. 

Mr. Fortune, my very good and highly esteeman fiiend. Mr. FortoiiA has business on hMsA 

fimsuyt importance in respect to the Felaaola gruit in your ooaniry* Give him ail the aid 



, iJ66 $WA|tTW€>jrT» jy#jrrp#rf, jriJTttLB avb tejcas. 



Tou eaa in hfs honorable and praiaeworthy efibrta to Mttlo ypnr delightful ' 
tune is intimaiely acquainted with the details of the Cartiajal purchase. He 
Ih*. irhole tranaactiou, and wiii give you all the zKurticukrn. UniU wUk K 



1 Texas. Mr. W&h 

He was a witne»to 
( tranaactiou, and will give jou all the purticukfrs. * UniU wUk km to g/A nu wff 
gfonL and, as in duty bound, 1 will OTer pray. I remain yours, my dear general, 

a SWARXWOUT. 

[No. 298.fll Major Morgan Neville, to Collector Qwartwout, N. Y. Cinc[nnati, Jan. 
15, itoo. Mv Dear Swartwout: ♦ • * I thank you for the pledge you give me, of inier- 
eeting yourself for me at Washington, * • ♦ My wile, who is a niece of Caot. Heth of 
RlchmoncL one of Burr's securities, * * * I would have gone to Mexico, out not as 
Charge; I know I am better qualified for the station than any man of our party in the west. 
♦ ♦ • I would prefer going to Texas, if that province be ceded. Under the administra- 
tion of Jackson I can accept of no minor office— I know too well my own claims and my own 
standing. At the time Clay's feeling were the most bitter against ma, a Senator high in his 
confidence pressed me to accept the Charges-ship to Sweden at Somerville's death. Ol' couise 
I declined. There is something preposterous in the offer of a similar office under an admin- 
istraxion, for the success of which I have done as much, a^ least, as any man in Ohio. A 
Caucus is now holding at Columbiu. An officious devil of the name of Wataon is getting 
reoommendations from every source he can. * • • Since the election, abstract Jackson- 
km (the true spirit of reform) has not been sufficiently cherished in our state ; faction and im- 
podence have pushed themselves into office. Those among us whom oublic opinion placed 
m the firont rank of the party, have not been consulted, and the state of Ohio has been degraded 
to make room for the glorification of Kentucky. « • • / have been told Ikai THE OU) 
BURR BUSINESS has been used against me. Believe me, as in boyhood, sincerely your 
fticnd, MORGAN NEVILLE. 



New YoRiL 

18 May, 1836. — My Dear Colonel : I take the greatest pleasure in making you acquainiea 
with my friend Mr. Fortune, who goes to Vexos, in company with Mr. Bossie, and young Mr. 
Zavala* on business for a Company in tohich I have an interest. Both these gentlemen are en- 
titled to your perfect confidence and respect ; and I shall esteem it a great favor If you will 
receive them all as my confidential frienos. Mr. Fortune was a witness to the Cuabc^al afifair, 
and will give you such information as will enable you to press the justice of my claims. I wish 
you to insist upon the precise tract surveyed by Newton and Strode, as I consider that a valua- 
ble tract. Do aU you can for me, and oblige Yours, most truly, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

A queer and curious Epistle^ considering its date. 

[No. 300.] Collector Swartwout to Collector Breedlove, New Orleans. 
(Private.) New York, 6 Nov. 1835.— Dear Sir: This letter will be handed to you by 
James Morgan, Esq., who is on his way to Gralveston Bay, Texas. Mr. Moivan is deeply 
interested in the cargoes of two vessels which have lately sailed from ikis port tor Galveston, 
with large and valuable cargoes on board. These vessels have been ordered to rendezvous at 
the southwest pass of the Mississippi, and there wait tor convoy. The war between Mexfco 
and Texas renders the passage from the Mississippi to Galveston a very hazardous one, Mr. 
Morgan is therefore desirous of procuring the protection of the U. S. Revenue Cutter as ftr 
as the mouth of Galveston Ba^. As his vessels have no contraband goods on board, I have 
thought it possible that you might be able to grant him this favor. Should it be in your power 
to do so, you will render the parties concerned a most acceptable service, and personally 
oblige SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

SwarttoouPs interests very large in T^exas — NeutraUttf Practised, 

[No. 301.1 Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 
Niw York, November 11, 1835.— Dear Sir: General John T. Mason has been requested, by 
me, to deposit with you a certificate or grant of eleven leagues op land in texas, which 1 
purchasea from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at Nacogdo* 
ches, and get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. I have also given James Morgan a 
letter or order to receive the same, which order I will thank you to honor on presentation, as 
Mr. Morgan is to locate the same for me, and is a citizen of Texas.t 

* Wu Uiii thm aon of Zavala who had so steadily snpported Potnsott, when in trouble in Htoleot sa' 
whom Santallna Anally sabdaed 1 Yea. He was a land eontmctor. 

t This note was primed in thf Lives of Hnyt and Butler, with the words John Y. for John T. Monoo, and an I 
jmA Mr. Swanwout's manuscript. Having been sinc« assured tliMt it waM Mr. Mason tiie fuiher of a Govmmt 
of Michigan, and not Mr. ifnson the ctibiiiet niinUter. that epeculated in Tf xns Innds, I offer this explanation of 
tlie alicraiinn now mnde. Cao Mr. Swariwont alienate his Texiis laiid*s 1 Han ii<; done sn 1 Arn they nvailatale 
. for h\% defulcMioDH or is payment in sticii cases not expected 1 Why did G'-ne'^al Jackson allow or «iwourag» 
tth chief reveiiUK officer to interfere in the Internal concerns of Tt'xas, raise tettiers, »nd sp cnlate in lands UmkbI 
Was tiita nentnitiiy towanln Mexico 1 Certainly not nAer the ( anada fashion. Who got u e 1900,000 wMeU 
tlMitavoot rt^onod to WoodoQiy as balBg la tttt O. a. Bank lo VM^coitiqi^^ 
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{Nci. ZOSLl Th6 Samd to the Same. N«w You, 11 Febniary> 1636.— Mt Dear 6ir : 
I received a draft from you yesterday for 1000 dollars at 60 days, which was promptly accepted^ 
bat there was no letter of advice accompanying it This I regret, as I do not know what it is 
for, althoagh I presume it is for the I'exan cause. If so, please to inform me by the return 
pOfit-^'Oeneral Mason leaves this for Nacogdoches to-morrow morning. He goes on for the 
pnrpose of locating his grants, I have requested him to speak to you about Carahall's business, 
about which 1 will thank you to write me j I have paid your third draft, or rather my third 
note due 28th Januanr. My interests are now very large in Texas, and i pray you to do all 
you can to sustain Mason.* You must not forget that toe who have hitherto purchased and 
paid for our lands were in a great degree the cause of your gettine so many gallant men 
into your country. I received a newspaper of your place of the 3d January, this morn- 
ing, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now Jndrpcnd^rti. But, my dear Sir, do 
not let jTour new government run into extravagances, let them confirm all the land grants, 
and it will give confidence to those who may become purchasers, or residents hcrealler. Let 
them decree that holders in the states shall have their rights preserved, and thev will increase 
the value of their public domain. Let tliem also authorize loreigners or people in the states 
and in Europe, to hold real estate as if they were on the soil. Nothing would so far give cha- 
racter to your country. As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have 
weight. Therefore speak. Do. my dear Iriend, let me hear from you what is mjr Atcpueiww 
^ratth, that is when 3rou shall nave made and maintained your independence 1 "^^te ne 
all about that and other matters. Believe me very sincerely vours, 

SAMUEL SWARTW0UT. 



Wetm&re and ike Board of Brokers, Joieph D. Been the disintcresUd (J) retired Financier, 

[No. 303.] General Prosper M. Wetmore to Henry G. Stebbins, Esq., Wall street 

New York. Assembly Chamber, Albany, February 6, 1836. My Dear Sir: Aix unusual 

pressure of business, resulting from my recent absence, has prevented an earlier reply to 

I your letter. Two of the requests contained in your first letter cannot well be complied 

: with in consequence of my distance from the city. I should have been most happy to 

, visit your board, and lo possess myself of such facts as would enable me successlully to 

*^ . defend them. As to the torm of the memorial, it is usually the better course to n>ake ic 

* brief and moderate in tone. Show no warmth of feeling- -seek to convince by the force 

[ of reason — avoid irritation. This is the best advice I can give you. It might be well to 

! set forth some prominent facts connected with the positive good done by the Exchange 

Board; such as the attraction of Capital to onr city, the confidence given to Capitalist* 

abroad BY THE PERMANENT AND STABLE CHARACTER GIVEN TO OUR 

LOCAL STOCKS resulting from yowr daily quotations^ &c. I would ccitainly advise the 

Sresexice here of some discreet, intelligent and respectable member of the board, at an early 
ay. Much benefit will ensue from compliance with this suggestion. I would further recom- 
mend the early transmission of yoiu* memoriial. Could you not send up a Committee of 
three, AND LET J. D. BEERS BE ONE 1 I name him as mie likely to ^nve icei^ht to 
mdi a depvlatiathy as well from his general standing, as from Ihtfact that h£ has RETIRED 
from ike bvjiii£ss^ and may therefore claim to be disitUurested in his ejarts. I write in et- 
, treme Jbaste, in the midst of the most urgent engagements. 
f It will afibrd me pleasure to render you any service in my power, consistent with other 

afieodations. With respect and regard, I am very truly yours, 

PROSPER M. WETMORE. 

Patriot Cutting joins Jesse, and John V. B., in specvlatmg out of Vie Deposites^Van Buren 

puts in for douole profits. 



[No. 304.] Attorney General John Van Buren to Jesfec Hoyt, New York. Albiny, 
^* Aug. S3, 1^- My Dear jEass: On inquiry I find that I can get one oi the Banks in this 
I eity to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make tiic ar- 

' iBBgement of wliich we spoke, in any Bank in New York (say the Fulton), that you may 

chooee: this will answer the purpose provided you can get the Bank £ele<!tea to loan you the 
' money on vour note. All our Banks are nearly up to their limit, and 1 cannot borrow the 

mQn<*y. 'f he Bank here will charge the Bank there 6 per cent. int. on ilic Deposit, aiid you 

will pay 7 probably. If this meets your views you will please advise me by return mail. If 
' you agree to siv: me half the ^rofUs of the enterprize for making this ariangement, please send 

me a stipulation to that ejfktj signed by yourself and Culling, whiiv you icrilc. 

! • Jolin T. Mason. »' an «nrly nse, l6ft Vlnriiiia f«»r Kenmcky— «mi, many years hlucc, rtniovod from tlieiicc to 

I lIlehT'" Hh »on. Jofin T., became ufcretnry of ilie t»-rriiory of MIchlpan ; and whm it b«caaic a «utH t^ peo- 

I Ida el'Cied hun iheir governor. He wti« loud of speeuiatluK in laiidei, wa» vrry de-irou« » see Canada iu)nia«^ 

tothfci UnW»m niarried a dnuphwr of Thaddeua Plicl w, of ^ew Yi»rk, in wliich city hf c«D»w<'n6cd bu«i.»ji «• a 
t lawyer, and d'u d » veral yeaw ago. His failicr made stvcral vIsUb to Texais and Prefideni Tyler appointed h!m ^ 

I c4>inf rfuvfoner under enoie fodian treaty. 
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Tour note mi^t be made nayable on demand, with an understanding that you should pay i 
when our Bank calls on the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, vkUhtBtll not be tm we see iU, 

Yours trtily, J. VAN BUREN. 

* Bels lyfi 15 perfedfy safe* — * For God^s sak^ secure me the Presidency, said Martin Van Btsre^l 
[N6. 305.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to Ex-Commissioner Hoyt 

AuBANir, Nov. 11, 1836. — My Dear Hoyt : Til do the justice to say (ana so does my fa- 
ther), that you have stood the d d lies from Pennsylvania better than most of our fnends 

in N. Y. I hope the Ixight from this dictates the letters to us, saying that all of our tickets 
besides Register [I think that's the word], are in danger. I don't believe we shall lose one. In 
this State our majority will range from 15 to 25,000. Bets an 15 are fferfcdlif safe. 

For Q— d's sake let our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and net be caogbt 
napping there, as in Connecticut. Mt/ father vnskcs me to say so to you. 

Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

A pair of Oamhlers betting on Elections — the Pewter Mug — Comelitts put in Chancery. 

[No SOfi.] Collector Hoyt to Collector Lawrence, [not sent.] New York, Nov. 21, 
Ufikx Dear Sir: As the excitement of the clecticm has in a great degree passed away, it is 
|»oper that I should pay attention lo those incidents in which I am concerned, conuected wii^ 
It*, (hough perhaps I ought to apologize to you for not having done this sooner. You will le- 
collect that when I was reproached by you for having voted a " split ticket," that I proposed to 
bet you, SlOO, thai you voted what was generaUy called " the Peicler Mug Thicket" and that I 
would take upon myself the bunhen of proof to establish the fact Your reply was that yoa 
"would take the bet, if I took upon myself the burthen of proof, for you had never told any one 
how you had voted." I ans\vered that it should be considered a bet There are various ways 
recognized in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too in courts of law, and 
forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when you observed you " had 
never told any one how you had voted." After .such a remark, the right more peculiarly be- 
longed to me to select mv own tribunal, through which I would make the proof,! volanteemi 
to make. That tribunal is a court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience. In 
England, the country from which we have derived most of our legal forms, certain high digni- 
taries answer bills in Equity upon honor and not upon oath. I am pertcctly willing to ]Mace 
you on the same footin<?, and I therefore desire you to consider this my bill in Equity, 
charging that you voted the ticket referred lo, I ask you to answer the char^, and whiuevn- 
the answer may be I shall be perfectly satisfied with. I enclose you my cheek fop the $100, Id 
your order, which you will use, if under the circumstances you are entitled to, and if not 
you will please to return it, with vour own for an equal amount. 

With great respect, your obedient serv't. J. HOYT. 

Mr. Van Buren, having secured the Presidency, orders the Plaindialer. 
[No. 307.] President Van Buren to Jesse Ho}n, N. Y. Dear Sir— Please to ask JIfr. 
Leggett lo send me his paper. Please also ask the editors of the Evening Post to send their 
paper here. It now goes to Albany. Yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

[The above was written on a .sheet of gilt post, from Washington, Dec, 1836.] 

Remarks. • 
Mr. Leggett was able and honest; but ahhough he censured Van Buren severely for his 
aycopjiantic conduct to the south in his inaugural about slavery at Wa.<^hington, Van Bum 
and Butler persuaded him that they were sincere in their efforts to divorce bank and state. I 
think it was to get him out of the wav, as much as to plea.se his numerous friends, that Van 
Buren appointed him to a commercial mission in one of the South American states. Le^ett 
died soon after, on Long Island, in his 39th year. Vanderpoel proved himself a bitter opf»- 
ncnt of the right of the sovereign people to petition their hired servants in Congress against 
slavery. Vanderpoel came into the Assembly of New York a Clintonian--his fanuly weit 
opposed to the war of 181)^— one of Van Buren's sons msmried his niece. He was for Van 
Buren in Congress, and is now a city judge in New York. When he ascended the superior 
' court bench, a son of Clinton was clerk. Him he caused to be removed immediately, and 
ffave the situation to his brother-in-law, Oakley. Owing to the sonorous slvte of he elo- 
quence, he was named when in Congress, " the kinderbook roarer.*' 

Aaron the Judge iio prap}t£t — jMkMtn, Vie Usurers, and the Treasury Circular. 
[No. 308J Judge Aaron Vanderpoel to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Wabhinoton, Tueaday, 6lh 
Dec., 1836. My dear Sir — Yours came to hand day belbre yesterday, and had I been mote 
of a " dovjn Baskr^^ so that I could have guessed what coiuse the opposition would take, I 
would have answered it more promptlv ; but all here among us is doubt and nncertainfy ai 
to the tack our adversaries are now going upon. 
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They all seem to be very good-natured and very glad to see us, bit whether the "treasury 
order " will be improved as a means of getting up another congressional ranic remains yet 
to be indicated. The message speaks for itseU. It strikes me, that those who are now under 
the power or the screws of usurers and shavers cannot derive much consolation fiom t/ud 
doolmejU, The old Chief is unwiUing to admit, that the government has by any act contri* 
buted to the present pressure in the money market. His doctrine is, that it has its origin in 
the mischievous e^cpansion of ihe paper system, and the mad speculations and overtrading of 
the last eighteen months. You know too that the President is in one respect like Revohdums. 
Sk mMTgoa bacJnoards. 1 will not hazard even a conjecture as to the main point of your 
letter. We have as ^et no more facilities for accurate guessing here as to the future move- 
ments of the opposition than you have at New York, and 1 cannot therefoie do more than 
sabecribe myselT youi friend, A. VANDERPOfX. 

7%e Special Order, Denton. Tailing a Session out, 

[No. 909.] C. a Cambrcieng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. Washington, 
13th Dec'r, 1836. Dear H.-rl cannot tell you what will be the fate of the Special Order- 
though it is not a favorite measure with either House. Benton wiH, however, make a strong 
mech about it, and he has besides stroDg groand. T^hat 9nesiion.ASD no otbsr, vnll U soon 
dtdded. We shall consume the session in battles about the Tariff and Public Lands. 

Very truly youns, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

A Democratic (/ /) Congress encomrage the Pet Dank PolUicians tohuytke PtUtlic Lands with tke 
Public Monerjy and refuse to check spoeulaOon at the settler^ expense. Van Duren supposed to 
' ^patriotic. A talk about seWng the naUoiud lands to stttkrs only. 

[No. 310.] William L. May, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Washixgtox, Dec. 9. 
1836. My dear sir : I am inclinecl to believe that a very general disposition exists on the 
part of the friends of the Administration to limit the sales of ike Public Lafids to actual set- 
tlers: should this be accomplished (and I see no reason at present to doubt it) the necessity of 
keeping the Treasury Order in force would no longer exist, and the President [General 
Jackson] would thus be supplied with the best possible reason for its immediate repeal. All 
parties^ so fkr as my knowledge extends, deprecate the order ^ not only as injurious to every 
branch of trade, but as (ending greatly to lessen the number of&ur poUtiral friends. A few more 
changes in Pennsylvania and oiu* party will be in the mmority. How important then, not 
only as it regards the welfare of the country, but also as it regards our existence as a party*, 
that some speedy measures should be adopted to quiet the public mind, and restore confidence 
to the trading part of the community. As yet I have had no opportunity of conversing with 
Mr. Van Buren on these subjects, and am of course ignorant of his views. I am crediblv 
informed, however, that HE IS OPPOSED TO THE ORDER: and it may fairly be pre'- 
ramed that his friends will adopt any course not likely to wound the sensibility of the Presi- 
dent, to get rid of it. The plans of the Opposition are not yet developed ; I cannot even 
conjecture the course thev will be most likely to pursue. • * ♦ ♦ ♦ 1 remain your friend, 

WILLIAM L. MAY. 

[No. 311.] The same to same. Washington, Dec. 22, 1836. Dear sir: The Treasury 
Order will not, in my opinion, be repealed ; but I think that a law, limiting ihe sales of Unid. 
to the aotual settler, will be passed. Since I saw you I disposed of a portion of the land I 
sold to you at SI 000 per acre, in Philadelphia. 1 am still inclined to sell five or ten acres 
more ; but I would be unwilling to take a cent less than $1000 per acre, for the whole, or 
any part of the tract In haste, I remain your friend, WILLIAM L. MAY. 

Solomon SouikwiekH two Characters of his friend Van Buren. 
[No. 312.1 Solomon Southwick to W. L. Mackenzie. Rochester, N. Y. Albanv, Dec. 
8th, 1838. — 1 hope, my dear sir, that you are now convinced of what I told you in August last, 
that Van Buren was heartless, hypocritical, selfish and unprincipled. He is the tool or slave 
of a foul heart and a false ambition, and never possessed a particle of true greatoess. I speak 
not from prejudice — I knew him intimately — very intimately, for .seventeen years — 5Hid never 
knew him to act from a noble and disinterested motive ; always full of low cunning, daik in- 
trigue, and base selfishness. When I told you this in August, )'ou seemed lo be surprised — 
but are you not now satisfied 1 I fear that the leaders of both parties;, with but few exceptions, 
are against the freedom of Canada. This is a sensual, selfish, mouey-raaking age. It seems 
to me you mi^ht have known better than to go to Washington, that sink of iniquity, corrup- 
tion, and British influence ! Van Buren and his tools are the slaves «f Victoria. 

Yours tnUy, S. SOUTHWICK. 

{h^om ike Albanrf Register of April, 1812.] 
In the Middle District, we rejoice in the nomination of Mr. Van Biu-en. We have Jong 
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^own and esteemed him. He possesses genius, intellicenoe, and doqucnce— has long been 

one of the firmest props of the Republican interest, and with a spirit wljich will not bendTto ser- 
vility or sycophancy, cannot fail to become a distinguished and useful member of the Senate. 

S. SOUTHIVICK. 



Jesie Uii az Van Buren*s ColluUrr of CvsUmis^Benry Ulshorffcr, (Wurd ^ BnyV$ Lmo Shu 
d£Td^ DnjanCs partner {or editor) for the Evcmng Post^ Clerk in tke Custom, House, and bro- 
ther t/} our first counfu judge,) Custom House Spy and Scandal-monger — * breasHne the storm tf 
Wkigacny—hcno to get raised in the family ^ccm — Vie Crockcry-.man^s Clerl'^Htyant ami 
mysclf^'Boggs too democratic— Westervelt, * tharougV.y hco-foco' — Dcpnjster damns Van Htt- 
rcn to his cnk — ' JVho the devil is Mr. HoyiT—^ thelraiikcst Whig breathing'-^ mere drcne^ 
Geo. A. IVussoi, gets a comrade — Lorenzo HoyVs rule of secret defamation^ put in steady operth 
tloii—Mij ncpJiew Rose— Dan. Winship and son—' My broVier the Judge*^^ let kirn bertmaved* 
— 'unv to secure a large faviiiy interest, 

[No. 313.] Henry Ulshocffer to Collector Hoyt [New York,] 17th March, 1838. 

MEMORANDUM. 

*' QjsoRCG W. RosB has laid before vou an application for Clerkship in doors, or the office 
of Inspector, whichever shall appear to be at your diHpoeal. I have already stated to yoo (and 
I now repeat it for yoiu: remembrance) that he is relaled to me as nephew (by a sister). He 
has mostly resided in the Seventh Ward, where he kept a ship-chandler's store, as suocessor to 
my eldest brother, George Ulshoelier. (They were partners at his death.) My brother, in his 
will, diroctei Mr. Rose to go on with tne business and pay to my father and mother the fuU 
value of the stock at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Before he aooom- 
plished this he became insolvent, but acted with good faith to his grand-parcuis, and paid them 
tor the stock (the balance due at his failure being small). He then procured a release from his 
creditors by great exertions, and with the aid of some friends weut into the grocery business 
in Cherry street, which made ' botli ends meet,' apparently. Last May he removed his store 
into Coenties Slip, and took a partner, and attempted to clo a better business ; but the change 
that came over tne busine.ss communi^ overset ail his calculations, and he has been wasting 
his means ever since iii necessary expen.«^s. To crown all his misfortunes, his store tow 
fire the early part of March, and his whole stock was lost. Though tlie stock was covered 
by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for; and even if it 
had been otherwise, the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. 
Trade is not likely to revive for a considerable period, and Mr. Rose thinks he must finally 
give up. Under these circum.stances, Mr. Rose wishes to withdraw from his business, and 
take such an appointment as will afford him a livelihood for a few years. He is a democrat 
of inir stamp — is pertinacious in ar^-ument, and of good education. In the Seventh Ward, h 
breasted the stann of Whii^fjen/ ui ISil, and suffered in his business some on that account Jls 
to his qualifications, I will assure you he is fit for anv of the clerkships in doors — he writes a 
good hand— is good at figures and calculations. As to an out-door appointment, he is far 
suDcrior to many who are now in office. This I well know. Mr. Roi has a wife and one 
child, and is about 30 years of age. As I have before said to you personally, this is an a^ir 
which I feel an interest in — and if you can appoint him you will confer another favor 
(among others) on me, as well as him. // will also raise mc in the est-:cm,of our family, who 
affect to believe there is no chance lor him. My brother the Judge, Mr. Jordan and others^ 
have doubtless spoken to vou on this subject. 

Joseph Garnish, with wliom I have been acquainted for years, is applying for the ofl5cc 
of Inspector. He is about 33 years of age, and was formerly a clerk of Colemar the crockery 
dealer in Broadway, where your wife has purchased China-ware ficquently. Gamiss 
boards with my mother-in-law, and has for several vears. He boards in JoHn street (^ 
Ward). I know him well— Ais politics are of the ri^hi kind., Eveiy day at dinner Garniss 
an'l 1 have a regular conversation with the Whigs at table, and J have found him fii^y 
and enthusiastically attached to the administration. Although I have no personal interest 
in his application, I know of no young man I could more cordially recommend to your 
notice, both on account of his politics and capacity. I place him only next to Mr. Rose 
in the interest I feel in his application. Owing to change in trade and the necessity of 
economizing, Mr. Colemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Garniss, and every depaitment seems 
to be filled in other places where he has sought for employment. He is a single man. 

jAMiis Monroe Winship, a yoimg man 19 years of age, applies for a Clerkship, He 
is son of Daniel Winship, butcher of Fulion Market, and rciddes in the I7ih Waid. flSr ti 
of course a Democrat, as I know from re|)eated conversations. You have seen liim at vour 
house, and can judge somewhat of his merit.s. As to my owu l%nowledge of his capacity, I can 
say no mire than that I believe him to be qualified for' some situation of small salary. His 
father has conlrUmled liberally in mtme^ to ike Democratic party, and. it leonid be securing a 
fargc family interest for tlve adrnvnislration^ if the appointment could be made. 
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<HoB0B W. SBoniT wants the plaee of Cartfuum to the Public Store in NasBan etreet 
As he has Been you on the subject, aod you know his politics, you can tbnn an opinion of 
iits merit, and the expediency ot doing vthathe vishee* Ue has for some time been tin CarU 
''nan vf the Evening Pott, carrying daily the mail papers to the Post Office. He is a 15th 
Waroer, and you can take care of aim without any urging from me. 

Edmund J. Gaon is an applicant for the place of Inspector. He is of the 10th Ward. Of 
ooDise he is a Democrat I introduced him to you one day in your office in Wall street. 
He is a married man of about 45 years of age, judging Irom his appearance. He Is a 
1 e^otabte m»n,^iinl wonki, I hi^ve no itootc, ffll thi^. pl^oe credi^Uy. 1^ lelies snxch eniBy 
JMueaee in thiA boslnese, itni / JWtw ite parkaJar ii^iertst in kU oftpHcaii^nJ 

William J. Boogs is an applicant for the appointment of Inspector. I am well acquainted 
Tvith him — krurw Ms politics to be thoroughly Democratic — and as he depends a n'eat deal oa 
what I say to you, I will be candid enough to say that the letters he has laid before you, 
signed by Mr. Cambreieng, Colonel Johnson and others, although entitled to great weight, 
ou^ht not to be conclusive. He took great interest in Mr. Coe's application for the Collect- 
orship, and wrote letters to Washington in his behalf, and with Ely Moore and others, en- 
deavored to defeat your appointment He is at present a letter-carrier in tibe Post Office, 
and though I at one time felt disposed to do all J could for kdm, some things have inducea 
me not to xage 3rou strongly in nis favor. He is in the 10th Ward, and has a £umly. 
Mr. Coddington can tell you about him. 

The above applicants are all new ones. 

Of those who are art alreaaff «ii the Custom Bouse I will speak as followt: 

Jamgs Wrbt£btblt is a Weigher, and has spoken to me about his sitoatioi). He is 
thoroughly loco-foco, and ought not to be removed. There is no objection to his being re- 
tained that I know of. He has been in office about eighteen montns. Peter Coutakt is 
an Inspector, and has been in office about a year and an half. I know him well. He is 
/me of the firmest of ow party. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He h^s been persecuted 
icrmerlv by the Whigs, and had to abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be 
retained by all means. He is son-in-law of Daniel Winship. 

Thomas Kirk is a Weigher, and now in office. He has not spoken a word to Bie on 
the subject of his being retained, but I cannot omit the opportunity, while I am making 
these memorandums, of recommending, cordially, his reappomtment He is a fine old gen- 
tleman, of our politics ; and has been a constant visitor at the office of the Evening Post, 
where he frequently discourses on politics — and, of course, his opinions are well known to 
Bryant and myself. He was once ot the firm of Kirk Ac Mercein, booksellers of this city. 

Joseph Dretpous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the French foor 
in the Public Store in Nassau street, where the pay is the same as he now gets, and which 
cbange would enable him (on account of greater convenience in the hours of basfneee) to 
pay some attcTUion to other maUers, and make his income better— ot rather enable him to in- 
struct his children in some branches of education. In this store he would be attendant upon 
fHe appraisers. Knowing his p(ditics to be decidedly Demoaraiic^ I would recommend, if 
nothing interfered in your opinion, his transfer to the Public Store. He is a good jadge 
of French articles, and might be of service in that department 

Among those who are opposed to the administration, and in office, there is A. S. Depetstbr 
-^weigher). He is a thorough Whig, but has urged some Democrats to speak to you for him. 
Look out for him! He told Mr. Daniel Winship that " Mr. Van Bui en was a damn'd little 
raeca)^" or words to that effect— 4Uid this too very receniUj, Samuel B. Fleming is a Qm- 
8&rvakve Democrat of the rankest sort. He was a strenuous advocate for Coe's appoint- 
laent to theCoUectorship— and said before you was nominated, " Who the devil is Mr.Hoytl 
Who ever heard of himl" Ace. Henby kT. Frost, a Clerk, 1 know to be the rankest Whig 
\y.'eathing, and ought to be removed without scruple. George Ricard, an Inspector, has 
been in office several years, and is, I understand, in good pecuniary circumstances, and could 
Uve without the office. He is from the lOth Ward. He scarcely ever attends our meetings, 
•ind is, in a political point of view, a mere drone. Let him be removed! 

Henry W*****t, an Inspector, is a drunken beast, and notwithstanding his politics, he 
ouffht fo be removed. This is public sentiment wherever he is known. Any one in the 
lOUi Ward will say so." 

Remarks by W. L. M.— The original letter is in the possession of C. S. Bogardus— the au- 
thor is dead — his remarks are on public matters, and belong tohistor}'. Some people say, you 
must not tell any bad things done by the dead. Does the Bible sfly so 1 Are the nistories of 
America, France, England, and Ireland silent about bad men and bad actions in cases where 
the parties are dead \ The very first act of the London Times, when the profligate George 
IV. nad gone to his last account, was to review his life, and hold him up to the example of 
posterity as a monster, scarcely less wicked than Henry VIII., or any others of the worst of 
England's kings. It is wrong to speak falsdy of &e departed ; very wrong to erect marble 
mausoleums to meanly ambitions and avaricious men. 



THOUGHTS 



WAR, TEXAS. SLAVERY. AND OREGON. 



I wodM not haw a slaTa to tUI my grovnd, 
Tn carry me, to fan m« whUit I sleep 
And trvBiUe wh*^ I wake, for all the wmIUi 
Tbat eiiiews bombt and lukl have ever earned. 

Oowna*e Taik. « 

Signs 0ftke TKmet.-^War to cnah JUfarm tmd MfkM Oppressiatu-^Englaind's Ofrnpiaint t« 
1814— ^mmoi's in IQlbj^Bradfird Woodfs aoBwnUe Vuwe.-^IU TreeOmmt of American 
]l$Brchanis.-^OSers to settle the Oregon Doundary.^Why ii ought to be settled Peac^iUy^ 
Tkxas ConsiUdition.'^O'Coimell on Polk, War ^ and Slavery. ^InLelled/mL Powers and Draoery 
of the Negro Race. — Andersoti on the Indians, — Washington^ Jejerson, and Ramielpk on 
SUnery.^Ths Synod of Kentucky on Negro Bondage. — Van Buren^s Bargain with the 
Bn U h for his Ojfce, — His Apology for Outrage, Mobs, and Riots, noticed by LcggeU.^^New 
York firr Freedom to oil, in 1819.— T»<? Missouri Vote.-^TI^ Virginia Slave Trade.^Poin' 
sett made War Minister , and tohy. — Van Buren*s Efforts to prevent Emancipation in Cuba, 
"^Polk and Van Buren for, and not for, European Cohnizaiian^ in America, — Cass end 
AHen. — ChUzot.-^Polk^s TVeaJbncnt of Mexico, — Van Buren^s Canadian Proclamation,-^ 
CAanning on Calhoun. — Col, Young on Texas atKd Abolition. — Wright's Manawvring, — Van 
Bmtn^s Neutrality in 1829. — On Slavery in Jowa and Wisconsin, — Gredey on Morida An- 
nexaOon. — [Notes.] Bankrupt Laies and Repudiation. of Debts, 

Tub oecorrence of war between the United States and Great Britain, is spoken of at present 
as if it were an event neither improbable nor perhaps remote ; and the questions of, peace, n&ay 
it be preserved 1 or shall we see two great nations at enmity, contending with each other in 
armed strife ? are of such rkst importance, that I think tlie occasion an opportune one to offer 
some observations and to state some facts, both as to the risk the country rims of being involved 
in war, and as to the chances of success, and other results should a 'struggle take place. I 
know, by experience, that when men get angry, and act under the influence of passion, it is 
too late to reason with them for the prevention of mischief. Both parties are yet cool and 
calm, on this question ; and having reflected on the matter carefully, 1 add here to the opinioii 
expressed in mv widely circulated pamphlet of last September, that peace may and ought to be 
secured ; and that the great interests of society require, that no stop be put to ^ose bloodless 
triumphs which our brethren in the United Kingdom are effecting, under prudent and patriotic 
1«iders, whose memories will be sweet in the remembrance of generations yet unborn. If 
it were a just and necessary war waged against a proud and uns3naipathizing aristocracy 
who had trampled to the ground a patient people, by their enormous taxations, military rule, 
and proud monopolies, in favor uf the oppressed, and with good cause of offence, old a» I am, 
I would travel from Maine to Michigan, to rouse the people as far as one man could. But 
when monopoly in England lies prostrate ; when its ancient champions now range themselves 
in die ranks of its deadliest enemies ; when the cause of the people, Uiat cause for which 
methodist and piesbyterian, catholic and protcstant, have so long petitioned the favor of 
heaven, is gainmg new and glorious triumphs ; when I see the defeated monopolists comfort- 
ing themselves with the hope of high rents and more debt, expenditure and taxation, throuffh 
a war with America, I cannot range myself on the side of the ultra tones and bigots of the 
old world, against the efforts of the Humes, the O'Connells, the Cobdens, the Greys, the Mor- 
peths, and the Macauleys ; and although personally speaking, I might have a far greater 
interest in fanning the flame than in endeavoring to throw water on it, yet I can see so vtsy 
little good, and such a Moscow or Waterloo, as it were, of mischief in the approacli of war, 
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u things now stand, that I gladly avail myBelfof this medium, to itate my views to tboM 
whom mis volume may reach. 

The siffns of the tmies are not very pacific, certainly. Mexico, it is said, will have a 
monarch uom Europe ; Paredes is in power there already; the annexation of Texaa is noC 
the settlement of that act for the per^tuation of slavery ; England is arming to the teeth ; a 
military officer, and not a civilian, is permanently placed over Canada : preparations for an 
onslaught are openly acknowledged there *, the lanaed interest talk as if war was their oofj 
refuge from total defeat, in England and Ireland ; President Polk bids America prepare for 
the worst ; the gambling sections of our numerous bankinjgf establishments look to a deranged 
currency, with usurious inteiest, baseless paper, a new national debt, and heavy taxes to meet it 
during the next twenty years, as a national blessing ; others besides R. J. Waixer's oonstitusnts 
are ready to repudiate ;* many want Canada ; not a few have bright visions of Oregon ; 

* Bakssuft Bamkb. RoumATioN or Dkbta.— On tho 13th of Jamuiry, ISIS, a mMtinc was bald at tka 
Merchants* Exchange. N. Y., tn oppose the repeal of the bankrupt law, John I. MurKan In the chair. Measn. 
Prescott flail, Selden, Tilden, McVean. John W. Edmonds, and Batler spoke. Edmoivos said, that the Inwa 
are lamemably deficient in not affording due relief to the unfortunate debtor, and guatdbi/f aywut /V - e nd — t hat 
no cIviUxed coraniuolty ever Invented such a wretched plan aa our executions, judgneats, cTBditora* bUls, Ac., 
to drain from the pocket of the uut'orianate their last dollar— that, as oiv Utws stand, a man had better b« a 
ihief and steal, than be a poor debtor. The thief mny start afresh In life, the debtor never can. He was Ibr 
including banks, and upholding the bankrupt laws, bnt for the law whether or noL Butlbr was opposml to 
the rapeal of the bankrupt law of July, 1841. We had got, be said, the English insolvent law syamo, with- 
out Its fteneral bankrupt law system, but with 36 laws, all var>ing. In as many states. The insolvent law of 
England took all a man*s property, stopped his business, imprisoned and then turned him out destitute, and pro- 
claimed to be unworthy of credit, and yet expected him to take courage and make money for hia crBdittirs. 
' 8uch a system was bad aad had bad retulta. It was really diagreoeful that our laws all tended to oppress the 
honest and un fonnnatf debtor, and yet do no good to the creditor. Another meeting was held on the I8ih aflalast 
the law, and much said on the nther side. The great evil seems to be, that systematic, beneficial legislation, by 
Confresa, on this and many other sukiiecta, especially & generel partnership law, seems hopeless. Wbetlisr 
too many live by intrl^nie^or there Is carelessness— or that opposing interests have marred useful impreve- 
inenls, I know notr— On June 2d, 1840, when It waa pfoposf d to give lo the U. 8. government the pcvwer to 
wind up the concerns of every bank, or insurance, manufacturing, or trading corporation, that stopped payment 
of Its debts, by Including such banks, &c.. In the bankrupt law, then under discussion In the Senate, CALHom 
opposed It, bnt proposed no remedy for bank suspensions by the hundmd, doaeo, or single. Tho bUI asthoriaed 
any creditor who had asked payment of ^500, or upwards, due him, to take out a commission of bankruptcy, if 
not paid within 15 days, so tliat the afihlrs of the bank, &Cn might be plaoed la the hands of proper trealMB, 
nnd wound up. There were then, nearly 500 suspended banks, and he would not compel them to pay, or be 
placed under the care of fedenil otHcers, to be wound up. It would place too much power In the hands of the 
govemmeat, and bring about a political alliance between it and the banks. Mr. Callioun propoxed no remedy 
for the bankruptcy of corpora tinns, nnd se<>med to suppose that Congress ought not to or could not apply one \ 

It would surely follow, of right, that if the banks are to be privileged from paying thefar debts, they «hall hsve 
no power, while that privilege lasts, to coerce their debtors— but, to me, the Rev. Sidney Smith's reasonlnfi In 
hit memorial to Congress Is conclusive. Be says ; '* Your petitioner lent to the State of Pennsylvania a som 
uf money, for the purpose of some public ImiirovemenL The amount, though small, is to him ImportaaV aad 
is a saving firom a life income, made with difficulty and privation. If their refusal to pay (from which a very 
large number of English families are suffering) had been the result of war, pniduced by the nqjnat ag^iwriua of 
[Mwerful enemies; If it had arisen from dvU disoord ; if It had pri>cceded Irom an Improvident applicati<m of 
means la the first yean of telf-govemment; If it were the act of a poor state struggling against the b awen i i e aa 
uf nature— every friend of America would have been contented to wait for better times; bnt the fr^and is com- 
mitted In the profound peace of Pennsylvania, by the richest State in the Union, after the wise investment of 
the borrowed money in roads and canals, of which the repudiators are every day reaping the advantage. It la 
an act of bnd (With which (nil Its circumstiinces considered) has no parallel, and no excuse. Nor is it only the 
lose of property which your petitioner larocnu ; he tamenta still more that Immense power which the bed Mdi 
of America has given to arlstocratical opinions, and to the enemies of free institutions In the old woild. It la 
in vain any longer to appeal to history, and to point out the wrongs which the many have received from the 
few. The Americans, who boast to have unproved the institutions of the old wnrld, have at least equalled Its 
crimes. A great nation, after trampling under foot all earthly tyrnnny, has Deen guilty of a fraud as enormoua 
us ever disgraoed the worst king of the moat degraded nationof Europe." 

I think that the dishonest party leaders, in Pennsylvania, Mississippi, Illinois, Indiana, MlcUgaU} and Q^ker 
defaulting states, led on by the eariy example of Van Buren*s confedemtes, and encouraged by the unequaTM 
profligncy of his government, had lost all sense of shame. Tn Pennsylvania, the lust of mooey, aad <if office In 
order to get money. It as scandalous as here ; while the feelings of manly pride, and the deslie to merit the 
good opinion of the human race seems to be Utile felt. Each party appears to diead to Impoee usee, oreatete 
iheir collection for the payment of jnst debts, lest the other party should make political capiml out of such a 
measure ! J most say that Hume's views of the Brltlah National Debt— punctual payments of the interest, 
great econnmy and retrenchment, and a sound currency, with good laws and independent Jiidees to do justice 
to all. comes nearer to my views of republicanism than borrowing on your honor, and beggaring those who lent 
what your wants required. Without a sound currency and a comprahenslve uarmemhip law, aad a dUfennt 
innnngement of contmcts and revenue than 1 now witness, very little good wllfbe effected. 

The Dutch remonstiance against American Repudiation, was handed to C. Hughes, the agent of tbft 9. & in 
Hollnnd. To its doctrines, as contained in the following extract, every true American will subscribe. 

" We, the undersigned, bondholders, of North American loans, negotiated of late years, or secured upon 
fitocks Issued by several States of the Union, confidently take the liberty to invoke your khsd intercesalon in our 
behalf. Yon are well aware that the engagements entered Into on Issuing these loans have not been fulfilled ; 
that the payment of interest has been suspended ; that raM>tutlons passed by some of the Suites have rendered 
these securities almost valnclnss ; that severe losses have been sustained; whilst every endeavor to effect a 
remedy to this deplorable state of things has hitherto proved fruitless. The doctrine of repudiation, although 
embraced in some quarters, has excited the Just indignation of the majority of the population. MpB In elevaied 
stations have openly declared, that whatever the calamity of the times or the malpracth:es and dilapidations of 
the banks and public ofikera, or whatever the dlsappolntmenta a|tendaat on too sanguine expectations, noihtaw 
can sanction such a doctrine. The inviolability or engagements, which having no tribunal to enfoioe than, 
are to be considered the more sacxed as being placed under the protoetioa or the national honor and pnfcUe 
Ihith. has been virarmlv advoctited in yoor eoon^ ItMlf." 
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teim an jot those whom an imfeeUiig colaiiialjroTernmeiit wantonlir and wy^kMj vroiund, 
'iriio 5ftte Qieir time; tUe bdiansak^ on hand ; O'Coanell and Ireland wiU not go tat slavery ; 
France is oonsidered in the interest of Wellinp^n; and peaceful conventions, whet&r 
dfthis stale or of the Union, to improve the coadiiijn of the people, and afford a bright exam- 
ple to less fkvored lands, are hateial to those who desire to see the speedy downfall of r^ 
pnUican government. 

Mjiav say here—** War would be a most eflbctive tariff, to protect our manniactnres." 80 
it woald ; bat may not peace and an k&nesi currency supply that, without war 1 Many of our 
menu&ctares depend on our cdmmerce, and would be injuriously afibcted by war. War, 
say some, " would put down slavery in the south and give us Canada on the north, and secnre 
Oregon on the west" I am anxious to see slavery put down everywhere, but not to risk the 
peace of the world to effect it sooner by a few years ; and railroads, canals, national prosperity, 
npriffht government and universal eiucation will settle the Canada question more to our 
satisfaction in the long run than seven years of strife and butcherv. Yes, but it is said again, 
*' War would humble Englan J." Are vju sure of that 1 England is far more powerful, 
nniteij enlightened, free, prosperous, and populous at this day tnan she was when she with- 
stood for a series or years, the combinei eiLrts of many nations, lei by Napoleon, and backed 
for three years, nearly, by the United States. Besides, when the war was over, both parties 
would be^ to cotmt the cost, and wish they had waited a little. 

As John Bull is older, by some thousands of years than Brother Jonathan, we will take 
his evidence first. 

[From the London Thnes of December 30, 1814.] 
Thbatt op GaxNT. "If any of the powers who have received our subsidies, cf 
have been rescued from destruction by our courage and example, have had the baseness 
to torn against us, it is morally certain, that the treaty of Ghent will confirm them in 
their resolution. They will reflect, that we have attempted to force our princi- 
ples on America, and have failed. Nay, that we have retired fi'om the combat with 
the stripes yet bleeding on our backs— with the recent defeats of Plattsburgh, and on Lake 
Champlain unavenged. To make peace at such a moment, they will think, betrays a dead- 
ness to the feelings of honor, and shows a timidity of disposition inviting further insult If 
we oonld have pointed to America overthrown, we should surely have stood on much higher 
ground at Vienna, and everywhere else, than we possibly can do now. Even yet, however, 
if we could but close the war with some great naval triumph, the reputation of our maritime 
greatness might be partially restored ; but to say, that it has not hitherto suffered in the esti- 
mation of all Europe, and what is worse, of America herself, is but to belie common sense 
and tmiversal experience. * Two or three of our ships have struck to a force vastly supe- 
rior 1' No, not two or three, but many on the ocean, and whole squadrons on the lakes ; and 
the numbers are to be viewed with relation to the comparative magnitude of the two navies. 
Scarcely is there one American ship of wax, which has not to boast a victory over the British 
flag ; searcely one British ship in thirty or forty, that hns beaten an American. Our seamen, it 
is urged, have on all occajsions, fought bravely. Who denies iti Our complaint is^ 
that with the bravest seamen, and the most powerful navy in the work], we retire from 
the contest when the balance of defeat is so heavily against us. Be it accident, or be it 
misconduct, we inquire not now into the cause; the certain, the inevitable consequences 
are what we look to, and these may be summed up in few words — the speedy growth of 
an American navy, and the recurrence of a new and much more formidable American 
war. From that fatal moment, when the flag of the Guerri^re was struck, Acre has been 
qvite a lage for building ships of war in the United States. Their navy has been nearly 
doubled, and their vessels are of extraordinary magnitude. The peofde, naturally vain, 
boastful and insolent, have been filled with an absolute contempt of our maritime power, 
and a fVuious eagerness to beat down our maritime pretensions. Those passions, which 
have been inflamed by success, could only have been cooled by what, in vulgar, bm em- 
phatic language, has been termed * a sound flogging ;' but, unfortunately, our Christian meek* 
has induced us rather to kiss the rod, than to retaliate its cxtrci^. Such false and 
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,<g^gine of justice; but when justice wields the sword, she mast be inflexible. Looking nei- 
ther to the right nor to the left, she must pursue her blow, until the evil is clean rootdd 
OBt. This is not blind rage, or blind revenge ; but it is a discriminating, a calm, and 
eren a tender calculation of consequences. Better is it, that we should grapple with tha 
young Hon, when he is first fleshed with the taste of our flock, than wait until, in tbo 
inaturity of his strength, he bears away at once both sheep and shepherd." 

Now for the Yankee version. Make way fbr the witness, Mr. William Coleman. 
Silence in court ! 

[From the New York Evening Post of February 13, 1815.] * 

Treaty op Ghent. " For ourselves, the people, who shall tell us, at the conclusion of 
this war, how we are recompensed for the death of thousands and the expense of millions ? 
Who shall tell the sacrifices, the losses, we have sustained, the suflferings we have under- 
gone and the deprivations we have endured and must endure lor y^ars to come ; and not 
we alone, but our children and grandchildren after us. When the accounts of this war 
•ludl be ail wound up; when, in addition to the necessary expenses of it, the squanderiags, 
the waste, the innumerable frauds that have been practised, the losses that have accrued from 
the abuses ofpnblic trust, are taken into consideration; (and let us consider that fifty thou- 
•and dollars lavished i^n a single scoondrel to bribe him to forge a miserable caluiany, 
forms an item and bm an item in the account ;) when we reflect upon the multitude of pay- 
masters, and agents, contractors and commissaries, with all the hosts of jobbers for the army, 
fipon his excellency, the governor of a state, who haggles and chaflfers for a lot of cartouch- 
boxes, down to the petty rascal who crimps recruits at eight dollars a-piece, men, who without 
virtue, labor or hazard, are growing rich, as their country is impoverished, when these and 
a host more, who have battened upon the distresses of their country, shall have their accounts 
adjusted and allowed by the proper officers, what think you wiU be the melancholy result pre* 
sented to us 1 I will tell you what, and if I am wrong, let my words be remembered and the 

public confidence be withdrawn fh)m me for ever It will be nothing less than a funded 

debt, of more than one hundred and fifty millions of dollars; bearing an interest of six per 
cent. Still, vast as the amount is, it is within the ability of the country, if we can stop here, to 
discharge it. Let us then meet the evil since it is inevitable, with fimmess and resolution, and 
cheerfully resolve, since it has now come to a conclusion, to provide for the debt, to the best of 
our ability. Let the nation rejoice, for though we have been compelled to make vast sacrifices 
without any adequate cause for it : though we have suflered calamity and distress wantonly 
brought upon us by a weak and profligate administration ; though we have been compelled to 
submit to losses which can never be repaired, and to sufier golden advantages to pass by, 
which will never again return, yet let the nation rejoice, we have escaped ruin." 

Colonel Dnane, a veteran of opposite poUtics, and a warm liiend of the war, did not dilBv 
from his federal neighbor. 

[From the Philadelphia Aurora, by W. Duane, July 84, 1816.] 
" Never was a peace concloded more timely or fortunately ; the inconsistency and want of 
syitam, tibe utter incapacity which had been ^hown in the management of the war and the 
inancea, and the want of energy to repress revolt and put down those who conspired against 
their country in league with the enemy, had made a deep impression on the country : but the ^ 
peace came ao suddenly, the people were so sur^M-ised and amazed at their good fortune, that 
all the imbecility and incapacity, all the waste and extravagance, the disasters and shame, 
which, belonged te the public measures from the beginning to the close of the war, were, in the 
extacy of disappointed despondency, fosgotten and forgiven—the squandering of treasure and 
efeorn in the w&»t, miaeondaety whioh moold, under any other government, have sent generals 
. to tha.«MnBflMn Imt; weKeovwlooked) the moat Aitile plans of campaigns, and the most Ivdi- 
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eioas and tomedmeB tlw most barbarout and wanton aacrifieai of htunan lift, for mo odiar par- 
poses on earth, than to a^sgrandize the vanitj of a profligate ikvorite ; marit peraeent«d and 
slandered, and baseness and profligacy rewarded with the honors which, heretofore^ U had 
been alleged were to be the meed of genius, virtae and patriotic serrices/' 

The stripes at Platuborgh, and the young lion of the west-chat's the language of Ena^laad*s 
leading journal for 1814, and as to the victory hoped for, to close the struggle decently, that 
came also—at New Orleans. The cost—eternity alone can tell the tears, the agony, the woe, 
the wretchedness, which were the result of that fierce and unnatural contest, wnen the ill- 
fated Lexington was burning ofi'Long Island, and her 160 passengers and crew were crowded 
in the bow and stem, till compelled to leap into the ocean to be drowned, to escape being burnt 
alive ; when the boats were swamped, and all nearly perished by Are, water, frost and cold, in 
that terrible hour, how gladly would thousands of generous Amencans and Britons have joined 
in risking their lives to save these unhappy men, women and children ! Yet their horrible 
deaths are as nothing in the account of woe and miseiy mac mast result from a deadly enmity 
between two peoples, of one origin, one religion, one kmdred, and making the eame language. 
The man who will interfere, in aught, effeaually to prevent the slaughter of another 100,000 
christian men : the grief of parents, brothers, sons, sisters and lovers ; the destruction of pro- 
perty, of frienoahip, and of commerce ; the retardment of republican progress ; and the immo* 
ntity and hardness of heart which such a war would generate, would deserve well of man- 
kind. 

War will bring again upon us, heavy direct taxes — ^high prices — a wretched, fraudulent cur- 
•^ncy— loans, perhaps as before, at 53 per cent discount; and it will delight the British to- 
riea ; it is just what they want. The people of England, Ireland, and Scotland, have oniiad 
andpressed the landlords to the wall. Free trade with America, in Com, in Pork, in Cotton, 
in Fiour, in everything, is now the popular cry, the honest cry of a nation. 0*Connell echoes 
it, the arifi^racy are appalled, the iron duke gives way—when lo ! a new obstacle is found. 
The freemen of the west and the north are ready to battle— not for freedoin^ like their saUant 
sires : not for aidins an oppressed colony, but for slavery in Texas, and for a band ofheart- 
less slave-owners, who have joined with the pretended, stockjobbing democrats of the north to 
gamble the nation into a 200 million debt, for a strip of f^ Oregon ! 

I have met with the speech of Mr. Bradford Wood, member of Congress from this Stale, 
delivered in the H. of R., Jan. 31, 1846, in the Albany Evening Journal. Though late in life, 
I thankfully receive lessons of wisdom from this ^n of a revolutionary sire, u permitted to 
call myself a democrat, Mr. Wood's creed, as given below, would best indicate mine. 

" Grant, if you choose," said he, " that England should be worsted in every conflict, and diat 
your plans for conquest and victory, like Captain Bobadil's, were perfectly feasible, it would 
still be dear-bought victory. You would have inflicted greater evils on your own countiy than 
on your enemy's. Yon will have demoralized your country, centralized its government, swept 
away its democracy, and erected on its mins a military aristocracy, and thrown back for years 
the civilization of mankind. Nor would this be all. You will have arrested the progress of 
liberal opinions throughout the world, and especially in that very country where the prindples 
of free-trade (the best of all peace societies) are spreading rapidly, widely and triumphantly, 
benefitiDg alike that country and this, and which can be arrested only by a war between the 
two nations. Gentlemen were very much inclined to denounce England ; but the England of 
1775 or 1812 was not the England of 1846. The only effectual way to attack England was by 
peace, not by war. It was the only way yon could reach her proud unfeeling aristocracy, who 
had been built up by war, and whom a continuance of peace would ere long put down. With 
that aristocracy, none of us had any efympathy ; but he trusted all had with a down-trodden 
people, struggling to unclasp their grasp, and who had been demoralized, plimdered, beggared 

and reduced to starvation by glorious war Why was this deadly hate manifested 

against*England 1 Say what yon would, with all her injnstioe to Ireland and to a portion of 
her own citizens, she still had more of civil and religions liberty than any other oountiy in 
Europe. There the liberty of speech and of the press were inviolate, and the blnah came some- 
times tingling to his own cheek when it occurred to him that in this respect itwas more invlo* 
laMe in England than in some portions of his own country. The first aspiratioiia of dvil and 
religfonsliberty that ever dawned on this world arose in Engtamd^^lie aameifiiril that ant 
forth tJte pilgrhna of New Englaad, im^iied Hampden, Mibon, and Vane, wid bnq^ tfie 



in»€hirieito fheUoek. lad aov tt thit day, among the mlddla elaiaes of Ettg1aad» and 
among thoie whose names art great without titlat, were many who were manfully battling tbe 
canaaof tht people and of hama& progress, and who would deprecate a war with thiscountry u 
. a disgrace to civilization. The arrogance of the British goTemment was as little to his tasie u 
. the prodigaqr and insidious tyranny of France, or the despotism of Russia. All three were 
-Jbostile 10 republican institutions; and it became us to see to it that no unjust act of ours should 
ftamish them a pretext for an increased hostility." 

la tbe able and temperate speech of Mr. Winthrop on Oreeon. as I find it in the Intelligencer, 
be referred to Mr. Preston King's remark that Mr. Polk had offered the 4^h parallel tp Britain 
last summer, knowing It would be rejected ; and in Mr. Polk's message of December last, he 
affirms, ^ that the British plenipotentiaty, without submitting any other proposition, suifeicd 
the negotiation on his part to drop." Let the reader turn to the correspondence of Buchanan, 
and it will there be found that the negotiation was abruptly closed by the withdrawal of ail pro- 



world. With her then we should most sedulously cherish a cordial friendship.'' 

An honorable and dignified body of merchants are a blessing to any country. Their calling 
IS among the most useiul, respectable, and necessary of any in these United States; and they 
ought to stand with a perfect equalitjr before the law. That they do not so stand is a fiict 
which none will deny. That many of our laws are made, or administered, so as to tantaliie 
and pillage them, is daily made manifest. That gross favoritism towards some, and bitter 
enmity towards others, was the practice in Van Buren's time, the journals of Congress too 
clearly testify; and when we see B. F. Butler again district attorney, maler^ his extoTtloiis 
from 1838 to 1841, we do not anticipate too kind treatment now.* Add to all this, that they 
are kept month after month in absolute uncertainty as to the continuance of peace, their sdven- 
turous spirit checked, their calculations made doubly doubtful, and the important subjects of a 
tariff, and the currency, left unsettled— and then let the Congressmen and their constituents ask 
themselves, if the bold, ibarless, intelligent, U]>right. and industrious American merchant re- 
teives from his government fair play, or anything like it 1 

The London Times thinks *' that every purpose both of honor and interest would be answered, 
if the British Minister, on whom now devolves the duty of malting fresh proposals to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, were to renew on his part the aSer made to England by Mr. Gal- 
latin in the presidency and under the direction of Mr. Adams. That proposal was to take the 
49th degree of North latitude as far as the sea, as the boundary line, reserving to Great Britain 



* Car MascHAim hot bb tbustsd am Jmums 1— Mr. Hoyt^ collector of dutoBis, N. Y., iaAancd Matthew 
tlrcbard, Solkltur of iho Treasury, Washiogtoo, liy loiler dated Feb. S2, 1840— Uwt " tks mmgmice at Oe cMa- 
«i«reta/ etastes, exhibited within the last lew yean. In ibeir efforts to satisfy tho people that tbU class alooo 



) entlited to cnniroi the government, as well as the destinies of all other classes, has had Its InlhieBce 
I * la the Judgment seat ;' and, fmn a sympathetic feeling, kas ttntr^Utd jytdgt in miwien mtd irfwsw'- 
** t»Mw Ujmr*r9 ; which has been adverse to the interest of the United Slates. H^t hmw hmu Unt^^rt imftr- 
*' tmnaU m Uu <«/«e<tom t^jwrort In tbe courts of the United States. TAcy an not drawn, as b the practice in 
'* other couru, but are «e<«et«d by the wiartkal from wkiU sources hs plsases ; and hitherto largo numbers of 
Murors have been taken ftom the ntercantile classes, against which course I have remonstrated,** ac. Mr. 
luyyt went on to state that theie should be **lnstnicUons ;'* and, five days afterwards, M. Birchanl, Solleltar of 
the Treasury at Washington, thus instructed the Marahal, A. J. Bleecfcer : 

'* Feb. 37, 1840^— There are few persons who ba>e not often seen honest men err In Judgment in consequence 
*' of Influences fWim which they, at the time, believed themselves entirely free. It Imputes nothing against the 
"honor of New York merchants to suppose that, in this respect, they are subject to the like Iraperftetloss 
" which boloog to other men. I have therefore to requdst you to bear these teneral observations in mind, when 
'* stItctiMw twnrs ftr tki trial ^frsvenue eaaea, and endeavor to SELECT Unpartla), capable MEN. who are 

"TOTALLY DISCONNECTED WITH TRADE and all its Influences Uie whole nadon 

** knows that CONFIDENCE ^ A Y WELL BE PLACKD IN THE INTEGRITY AND JUDGMENT OP HON- 
'* EST FARMERS AND MECHANICS, AND THAT IT IS not less PROPER FOR TUB U. S. TO SEEK A 
'* FAIR TRIAL thaa for a private citizen."— M. BIRCH ARD. Solicitor, ^e. 

In December, 1639, we find Bearv D. Gilpin bikins Hoyt and Bnller to task Ibr compromising heavy Jaw 
suits Instituted for alleged frsudnlent entries, wiihnut tiuthority fnim the Treasury Deiwrtment— half the 
amount thus recovered went to Hoyt, Coe and Cralc--hH]f to the United Statrs— with enevfh to Bntier. In 
January, 1840 (next month), the eoMeaiaa Hauhew Birchard had taken the place of the more severe aud 
rigid Gllplo. The Hoyt, Van Buren and Bntier private correspondence, may help some of my readers In gueaa- 
ing why and how this suiiden change came to pass. On the S3d of January, the pliant Birchard wroUi lo Hoyt 
that the reasons given '* ars suck •* would kavs induced tkis ojice to adviss tka eourss taken respeetinr tkem, Mad 
it hetn cMraAsd." 

In Deeember. 1838, CEsp. M^ p. 331], Hoyt writes to Bsneroft, CoUaelor at Boatoa (bow Secretsry of *e 
Navy), as fbllows : 

" You may, however, be nble to succeed Jin condemnine the goods] better In your district thaa we can here : 
«• for OUR COURT IS VERY MUCH OF A MERCANTILE COURT-and the Juries, AS A MAITER OF 
" OOUR8E, a/weye g0 Mgmbut tke genenmenu and will condnne to do so as long as it Is ttie fhahlon of the day 
* ' to cuaalder tbe governuieat as opposed to the meichaats. lo other words, when the merohaata am the Juva 
" and witaeieea, God help the govenunent S^bssb Hott." 



'Vtqemver^ Maiul, tht harbor of St Juan d« Foca, «odDii| fif«9 lutylgatipa <if «h«4CaaiBV#b'' 

I tbinli t lat i America made that ofier to England 20 years since— if Polk said 49^ a few 
months since — if 49*^ was the word in Monroe's time—in Adams's time— fn Tyler's and Cal- 
hoQi^'sdays— and if, as is " clear and nnquestioiiable/' the 54^ 40* was a mere vpS; wrimnkbf 
Walker, and pat forth in the concl^-^e of office-seekers and office-holders at Baltimore, j^ BoU 
icr, Sandy HiU fashion, to secure the election from the whie:s— if President Polk laiew of all 
these 4!y> oflfdrs, and yet professed to believe in the 54^ 40' till his election was carried by a trick 
— 4f Van Boren, Marcy and all the rest had approved of the 49*8 and yet tang the new mag 
of M^ 40' to secure the man they deemed available ; and the speech or Haywood, PoUc^ <x£ 
legi chum, indicates all this ; the sooner the thing is settled, and the less we say about it, the 
kecter. I do not pretend to judge of the merits of the several parallels, but surely, a lew arret 
.of deeert are not worth quarrelling about. Reform progresses with giant sdides in £Q^;&and, 
and Qod forbid that the noble sons of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio, should atop its 
onward oourae, to please the British tones, and to gain tor us here a life-lease of Polk, Waficer, 
Blaray, Texas, Houston, and more slavery 1 My private opinion is, that Oregon belongs to 
the people there, natives and immigrants ; and that if England and America would bestow a 
tanth pan of the money a war would cost, in settling it on the National iReform principla^ of 
160 acres to each family ; settlers to be entitled to ItiO acres each, and no man to hold moce$ 
the restth would be more pleasing than that of a war. conquer who may : a war, too, for a nar- 
row strip of desert we have thrice flrecly offered to pve away ! 

John Uuincy Adams thinks that a war to free tne slave, to give liberty to the captive, to 
complete the glorious work of '76, and make the great declaration a truth, would be popular in 
Raghnd. So it would. Who there would sympathise with Polk, Marey, Walker, Cave 
Johnson, and the slave monopolists 1 Who ought to sympathise with them here 1 No one. 
'* The occupation of Texas will convert the old slaveholdine part of the United States into a 
disgusting nursery for young slaves, because a black crop will produce more money to the pro* 
prietors than any other crop they can cultivate." O'Connell, in his dispute with Stevenson, 
published as his opinion, that the slaveholders abolished the foreign slave-trade, " that by such 
abolition they enhanced the price of the slaves then in America by stopping the compecitton. 
Why otherwise was not the home trade stopt as well as the foreign V 

The N. Y. £vening Post of Feb. 14, 1815, says that the news of a peace, though not rati* 
fied, lowered prices. Sugar fell at once from HOG to $12,50 ; Tea, from 8^,25 to $1 ; Sncie, 
from 823 premium to $2 ; Tin was $80 per box on Saturday, and only $25 on Monday ; IJ. 8. 
six per cent stock advanced from 76 to 86, and Treasury notes to within 2 of par. " In no 
place has the war been more felt or proved more disastrous." Yet I do not ^Ink that priva- 
tion would enter into the American mind in the event of a. new struggle. Of the faraveij o[ 
this people no one can entertain a doubt. 

I know it will be said that it is to free Ireland that we would fight, in part Will Irishmen, 
who saw Polk struggle to get a judge put upon the bench of the Supreme Court, by means of 
a senatorial approval of his nomination, whose chief merit consisted in his unoeaahig, rooted 
hatred to adopted citizens, believe this 7 Would Ireland join England in such a case 1 I 
have not a doubt of it Our TuUive majorities, our slavery, our Philadelphia riots and church 
burnings, to put down the Catholics, are not very politic, if Ireland is to be won. England, if 
she go to war, will come to a full understanding with Ireland, as she has already with France. 
If there is nothine to apprehend from the French republicans, and I hear that there is not, it 
would be a fair fight, between two very brave countries; but it ought not to be, and I hope 
will not be. Our case, as far as Texas is involved, is about as unjust a one as EnglancF^ 
effort to subdue the Affghans, who had never owed her any ailegianoe. 

You were told, tcee Americans, that to add Texas to the Union was to extend the area of 
freedom. Here is an extract from its constitution : 

** All persons of color, who were slaves for life previous to their emigration to Texas^ and 
who are now hdd in bondage, shall remain in the like state of sertitade, provided the said slave 
shall be the bona fide property of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. Ommss 
shaU pass fu> Itaos to prohiJni emigraaUsfrom tke United Stales of Ameriaiirom bringing their dine$ 
into the republic with thertiy and holding them by tiie same tenure by which slaves were held in 
the United States ; nor shall congress have the power to errumcipate slaves ; nor shall any slaveholder 
be allowed to emaruipate hisorker slaves^ wiihofU the consent of congress, unless he or she ifh aB 
aend his or her slave or slaves without the limits of the republic. Nojree person of African 
descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitted to reside permanenUy in the reptMic, wfth- 
out the consent of conCTCss." 

This was what Polk was for annexing immediately— this was what the shrewd and far- 
aeeing Calhoun was ready to involve the whole Union in war fi)r, had it been neeessaiy. I 
now begin to think, that with him and McDuffiethe principle is, nullification orncgro slavery 
uppermost Even Van Buren, who knew his case was hopeless in the north wimout aboli- 
tioq voles, had to admit, that ''Nothing is either more true or more extensively known, than 
than Texas was wrested ftom Mexico, and her independence established tfaroogh the instrn- 
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itt tf Mkou of ±9 Uaitea StatsB. Sqoally true is it that this was done not qoly 
afaiBst the '.Ffahes, bm in direct contradiction of the be»t efTorts of our government to prevent 
oar citizens from engaging in the enterprise." Houston, Jackson, Swanwout and PoLk couid 
have contradicted the latter assertion, but it was useless. The laDfifua£:e of Mr. Clay was. " I 
am decidedly opposed to the immtdiate aiimexatiou of Texss to the United States. I thinir it 
would be dishonorable, misht involve them in war, would be dangerous to the integrity and 
harmony of the Union, rnd,^ if all these objections were removed, could not be efiectea accord- 
ing to sny information I possess, upon iust and admissible conditions.*' And Jackson, on the 
bnnk of eternity, exclaimed, " Let Polk, Dallas, and Texas, be the watchword and counter- 
sign — and Clay and his IHend Prelingfanysen, tkeJriiTMi abp ofaUlition^ for which he sf urns 
at Texas, wiU'be overwhelmed by the tuanimouB voioe of the H>uih." Yet when Pakenham 
was invading Loni«ana, Jackson, on December 18, 1814, addressed his black soldiers in an- 
other strain. He said: '< Soldiers ! When on the banks of the Mobile, I called you to take 
up arms, inviting vou to partake the perils and glory of your white fellow citizens, 1 expected 
mtxch from you ; for I was not ignoraat that you possessed qualities most formidable to an in- 
vading enemy. I knew with what fortitude you could endure hunger and thirst, and all the 
fatigues of a campaign. I knew well how vou loved your native counoy, and that you bad, 
as well as ourselves, to defend what man holos most dear— his parents, relations, wife, children 
and property. You have done more than 1 expected. In addition to the previous oualiiies I 
before knew you to possess, I found, moreover, among you a noble enthuaiasm, which leads lo 
the performance of great things." 
Shall such men as these be denied the right of voting, bv the Convention, next June 1 
Tha two mosi influential men in Ireland are Daniel O'Connell and Theobald Mathew; 
they have united in an invitation to the Irish here to oppose slavery. In the official publica- 
tk>n of 0*ConDell's speech in Conciliation HaU. March 20ih, 1845, he thus warned our pre- 
tended democrats where Ireland woukl be found whenever an attempt might be made to ieal- 
tat Calhoun's idea of adding all Mexico to the republic. 

Prom the Dublin Freeman's JoumaL 
Mr. O'Covkell.— " I renird with horror the annexation of another slave stale to the Ame- 
rican Union. Sir, no good is to be bought by the slirhtest admixture of evil, and 1 condemn, 
and I deplore, and I denounce the augmentation of buman misery that must result by the 
annexation of another slave state. They talk about the boldness of Mr. Polk's message— in 
one point it tetrays arrant cowardice — ^I will not condescend to mince tiie word. In talk- 
ing of slavery in the States, Mr. Polk has not the courage to call it by its proper name. 
He does not speak of the Americans uphoUing slavery and possessing alavea. but he 
flosses over the infamous traffic by styling it by the delicate expression of a ^domcetic 
ni.9titution.' Domesdc institution! Mr. Pdk, it is Slavery! Mr. Polk, it is huckstering 
in human flesh Houd cheers). It is a loathsome, an execrable system that makes man the pro- 
pertv of his fellow; it is buying and selling man created afler the image of God, redeemed 
oy the blood of his Son, and bearing apon his brow the impress of the Eternal seal, it is 
buying and selling him, I sav, as &oagfa he were the beast of the field that grazes, and 
not a deathless being markea out for an immoital redemption, the heir of a heavenly in- 
heritance, and designed for a destiny no gknious that the mind of man is dazzled in ccn- 
templating it. And I am to be told that slavery is ' a domestic institution' (hear, hear) ! 
Out upon those who would make it so ! I love mv country, but I would accept of no ad- 
vantage to my country through the medium of sucn a crime. I want no American aid if it 
comes across the Atlantic stamed with negro blood, and from my soul I despise any govern- 
ment, which, while it boaste of liberty, is gniltv of slavery, the greatest crime that can be 
committed by humanity against humanity. The right to fl-eedom depends not on the hue 
of the skin ; if it did, who shall decide upon what hue is the favored one Thear, hear) 
—seeing that all eyes do not delight in the same colour 1 No matter under what specious 
term it may disguise itself, slavery is still hideous. It has a natural, an inevitable tendency 
to brutalize every noble faculty of man. Let not America imagine that this boosting ot 
liberty makes her name respected. No, for as the assertion of viiUie ii» a proof of hypo- 
crisy, if flie virtue be not practised, so the attempt to proclaim liberty becomes bla^hemons 
when we see three millions of human beines stunulaled and torn by the lash—^e nasband 
separated from the wife, and the children from the parents, and sent into distant and remote 
plantations never more to behold the face of a father or the smiles of a mother [bear, hear, 
and loud cheering.] And yet those who are readv to uphoM that system are the people that 
dare talk to me of liberty. • • ♦ • We tell them from this spot that they can have us— 
that the throne of Victoria can be made perfectly secure—the honor of the British Empire 
maintained, and the American Eagle, in its highest pride, brought down. Let th'^m but 
conciliate us and do us justice, and they will have us enlisted under the banner of Vicv»ria— 
let them but give us the Parliament in College-green, and Oregon shall be theirs and Texas 
shall be harmless (cheers). While England was not threatened by America, as lon^ as ahe 
waa in a state to compel sufamiaBion, so long we heazd not a word of co&dUating Ireland,* 



MUm moment the Oregon teirltoiy became a Ixme of eootentioi^i^ viriru \ 
and that there appeared no solution bm the sword for the tangled web orafiain» thea it Ira^ 
land recollecied, then concessions are spoken of (cheers.) I repeat, when they want us ihey 
shall have as (continued cheers.) I have (eh it my duty to oflfer these remarks, again to 
pronoance my detesution of human slavery, and my assurance to England that she cannot 
obtain as by frofarmA concessions, that she can however obtain the beating heart aad the 
ready hand of Ireland, but she must pay the price that all rational men will assent to, libeity 
and jostice. (great cheering.)" 

I apprehend, that, in case of war, Ireland will be less in the way of Britain than the sooth* 
em staves in that of their owners, who are already so terrified and unhappy that everything 
that can be done is done to keep the whites in ignorance lest the blacks also become enlight- 
ened. If not so, how is it that we find in North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Viiginia, 
Ac., hundreds of thousands as uneducated as Hottentots 1 If such as they can vote for slavery 
over us and their blacks also, much as 1 dislike to see the suffrage extended to anv class who 
are not educated, I shall vote for those delegates to the convemkm who are believed to be the 
most willing to mise the oppressed African to the AiU dignity of northern freedom. There is 
a risk, 1 admit, but it is on the honest side, and good mav come out of it Black men are as 
kind-hearted, as skilful, as ingenious, as &iihl\il, and as deserving of encouragement as 
white men. When Charles Sumner of Boston, and R. W. Emerson were asked to lecture 
before the New Bedford Lyceum, they refused because negroes were excluded firom equal 
rights. Sumner's reftisal contained the following remarks : 

" It is well known that the prejudice of color, which is akin to the stem and selfish ^nrit that 
holds a fellow-man in slavery, is peculiar to our country. All will remember the two yoathi 
of African blood, who gained the highest honors in the College at Paris in the winter or 1108, 
and dined the same day with the King of France, the descendant of St. Louis, and oTLeuis 
the Great, at the palace of the Tuileries. In Paris, I have sat for weeks, at the Scfaod of 
Law, on the same benches with colored persons, listening, like myself, to the learned lectures 
of Degerando, and of Rossi ; nor do I remember observing in the throng of sensitive yoonr 
men by whom they were surrounded, any leeling toward them except ot companionship ana 
respect. In Italy, at the Convent of Palozzuola, on the shores of the Alban Lake, and on 
the site of the ancient Alba Longa, I have seen for several da3rs a native of Abyssinia, only 
recently conducted from his torrid home, and ignorant of the language that was spoken 
about him, yet mingling with the Franciscan Friars, whose guest he was, in delightful and 
alftctionate familiarity. In these examples may be discerned the proper influence of the 
Christian spirit.*' 

I intend to support native Americans in their right to self-government, whatever be their 
color, although some of them were a little too bitter against Europeans who live here. The 
conduct of colored people in Canada, and a careful perusal of the reporU from the British 
West Indies, which show the good results that have arisen from educating, liberating, and 
trusting the blacks, have fortified me in this resolution. A colored man, who had been in the 
state's prison, committed a few days since a dreadful murder in this itate. Had he been cared 
for in youth, educated, treated as a fellow creature, and not degraded, such a crime woaM 
have been terrible to him, even to think of. The English speak in high terms of some of 
their black troops. Washington confided in armed n^roes ; so did Jackson, and he gave 
them very hij^h praise too; Hammond says that General Root and Colonel Young, "daring 
the most penlous period of the late war," voted for a law for raising a regiment of blackik 
Why then hinder tnem from voting 1 Because they are not so well inlbrmed as the whiles] 
How do we know that 1 And if we dkl know it, shall the black man who cannot write be 
driven from the polls and whites who haveopprened his race allowed to vote, though equallv 
ignorant 1 On the ^ of August, 1814, the darkest days of the last war, the N. Y. Evening 
Post, under the caption of " Patriotism of the Airicans,'' eays : " This momine, between flOS 
and 1000 of the hardy and patriotic sons of Africa, accompanied by a delightful band of music 
and appropriate flags, crowed the ferry at Catharine slip, to work on the fortifications at 
Brooklyn heights. These men, knowing the value of freedom, are anxious to deiend it, and 
too much praise cannot be bestowed on them for their voluntary exertions." How are their 
race rewarded 1 Marcv proposed to crush abolition bv penal enactments ; Congress spurns 
petitions ; Van Buren had the Grampus stationed ofi* New Haven, to clutch and deliver to 
mstant death in Cuba, the innocent negroes of the Amistead; and in Vii^^nia, it' free n^roes 
or their children, assemble at a school to learn reading and writing, any justice may dismiss 
them with twenty stripes on each scholar's back. Yet judge Upshur, the U. S. Secreiaiy of 
State, in his will, made free his black slave, David Rich, with the following certificate of 
character : '* I recommend him in the strongest manner to the respect, esteem, and confidence 
of any community in which he may happen to live. He has been my slave for twenty-lbor 
years, daring all which time he has been trusted to every extent, and in every respect. Uj 
confidence in him has been unbounded ; his relation to myself and family hat alwaya been 
•oeh as to afford him daily opportunities to deceive and injure us, and yet he has never been 
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delected in any serious fault, nor eren in an intentional breach of thedecomms of hit Matton. 
His inUWgence is of a high order, his inUgriiy above aU suspicion^ and his sense of rig^fat and 
pruprietv correct and even refined. It is due to his long and faithful services, and to the sin- 
cere ana steady Mendship which I bear him. In the uninterrupted and confidential intercoursa 
of twenty-four years, I have never fi^iven, nor had occasion to give him an unpleasant word. 
I imow no man who has fewer faults or more excellencies than he." 

Napoleon said of Toussalnt L'Ouverture of St. Domingo : " The black leader poaac M ed 
energy, courage, and great skill." Thirty-two editors of public journals in the West Indies, 
are mulattoes, and not a few of the legislators there are black. 

The Convention of 1821 declared that Senators of N. Y. must be freeholders, but that Aa- 
semblymen need not be. If two separate Houses are requisite, especially for api)o{ntmenta 
and executive business, why not make a distinction, and give us an aristocracy ox intellect t 
To do this, it is onl^ necessary to provide that none shall vote for Governor and Senate who 
cannot read and write, leaving the Assembly, dec. as at present. This would be a republicaa 
check of the true sort. Why should one class amoug us try to estran^ the Indian, another 
the negro, another the catholic, and another the European emigrants ? Is not our strength in 
imion 1 better the memory of ancient kindness than of ancient fraud and deceit. Mr. An- 
derson of Tennessee, in Senate, Jan. 8, 1841, told of the effects of Butler, Van Bnren, Cass, 
and Jackson's Indian diplomacy, with the Creeks and Cherokees, whose memorials Congress 
contemned. He said: 

*" Peace! Peace! Security with the Indian! It is but a dream! He but reposes for a 
season in the enjoyment of your favors until that day shall arrive when he flushes with the 
hope of blood and revenge. The leeollection of the injuries you have inflicted; the lands 
yoQ have taken, the wounded pride you have humbled, the very tribute under which you have 
placed him, keq)S the fire of hatred unquenched, and fiercely burning in his bosom I He will 
receive your gins, extend his hand for your annuities, but instead of turning his face upon the 
bleak passes of the Rocky Mountains, and descending upon the coast of California, he will 
patiently await the period when events, guided by the potent hand of his old ally, shall call 
him to the war-path and the battle field. He will then remember, not your bounties, but vour 
triumphs, and he will prepare, in a more formidable shape than at any former period, for uniting 
his kindred tribes in one solid league against your frontier brethren." 

Are we to make the negroes our deadly enemies also 1 Calhoun tdls us (Jan. 1637), that 
" A mysterious Providence has brought two races of men together into this country &em di^ 
ferent parts of the earth ; the European to be the master, and the African the slave. These 
relations cannot be overthrown; and every society founded on the principle of separating 
them is acting on a basis of error." Polk lugged in Providence into his pro-alav^ inau- 
gural, Van Buren borrowed it for his epistles to Jesse, and even Calhoun conaescends to insult 
heaven by pretending that it is a party to a daring violation of Christ's commandment to love 
your neighoor as yourself! 

'' I never mean, unless some particular circumstances shall compel me to it, to possess 
another slave by purchase, it being f;;^ among my first wishes, jp f^r to see some plan adopted 
by which slavery in this country majr be abolished by law." Thus wrote the great Wash- 
ington, the father of his country, to Sir John Sinclair ; and althooeh the darling wish of his 
soul, to remove the blot ol'slavery from his beloved connury, was not fulfilled, he lell his example, 
as a )>recept to posterity. The slaves of Geotge Washington were made free ; and the man- 
tle of Elijah may have fallen on the chosen Elisha, whose power and energ^ in a glorious 
cause, will yet give a universal reality to the declaration of independence, so that our great 
abolition leaders prayers may have a speedy, peaceibl, and glonous accomplishment The^ 
memorable contemporary of Washington, Thomas Jefferson, felt the same detestation ef this 
horrible system ; and, having beheld its effects, from his youth upward, stated in a letter to 
M. Wareville, Paris, February, 1788, that 

" The whole commerce between Master and Slave is a perpemal exercise of the most bois- 
terous passions ; the most unremitting despotism on the one part and degrading submission 
on the other. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on 
the same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives loose to his worst passions, and thus 
nursed, educated and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with odious 
peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals nnde- 
praved by such circumstances. What an incomprehensible machine is man ! Who can 
endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of his own liberty, 
and the next moment be deaf to all those motives whose power supported him through his 
trial, and inflict on his fellow men a bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more misery 
than ages of that which he rose in rebellion to oppose." 

And when writing, in 1821, the memoir prefixed to his [Jefferson's] correspondence, he 
declared, that " nothing is more certainly written in the book of fhte, than that these people 
[the slaves of the U. 8.] are to be free ; nor is it more certain t|mt the two Rucea, equally tw^ 
cannot live in the same government. Nature, habit, opinion, have drawn indcliUe linca ok 



dMittfon betseea them." He [an abolitionist of 50 yean ata^uUn^l adds hn 
gnulaal emancipatioii and deportation are not resortea to, the terriDie example of the dekHoa 
of the Moors in Spain will be far exceeded here. He calls the slaves his ** suiferiiig; 
brethren/' and invokes heaven for their deliverance. How jostlv and liberally the Methodist 
deigy are acting in this matter, and what a powerful impress didf John Wesley make of his 
free spirit apon Ms successors ! John Randolph of Roanoke, said in his will, " I etjrt and 
bequeath to all mv slaves their freedom, f^ heartily regretting that I have ever been cbe owner 
of one."Xl He bequeathed $8000, in trust, for the removal of his slaves to some other state, 
to settle them there comfortably. Thomas Jefferson Randdph, in the legislature of Viiginia, 
in 1832^ declared that Virginia had been converted into Jjr " one grand menagerie, where 
men are reared for the market like oxen for the shambles."4J The same gentleman thus 
compared the African with the Virginia, or domestic, slave trade: "IprThe [African] 
{^trader receives the slave, a stranger in aspect, language, and maimer, from the merchant 
i:^ who brooght him from the interior. But nere. sir, [in preb Virginia,] individuals whom 
i^^^ master has known from infancy — whom he hais seen sporting in the innocent gam- 
f> bo^ of childhood— who have been accustomed to look to him for protection, he tears nom 
f^ the mother's arms, and sells into a strange country, among a strange people, subject to 
tin cruel taskoiasters. In my opinion it is much worse." In the same session, Mr. Moore 
declared that slavery was destroying morality and virtue in the commonwealth — that the de- 
sire of freedom being the inevitable consequence of intelligence, the owners of slaves, fitMa 
Jicv, kept them in profound ignorance — that such ignorance prevented the slave fiom 



judging between right and wrong, and brought into action all the vicious propensities of op- 
pre^ed human nature — ^that the slave looked on the whites as leagued in mflicting the many 
wrongs endured by his race, and thus became revengeful — that " the indiscriminate inter- 
course of the sexes," among the slaves was very demoralizing!— that at no distant day alavenr 
would '* end in a servile war which would continue till the land was red with human bkioa, 
and either the whites or the blacks wholly exterminated"— and that this war would be oom- 
meoced the moment the blacks should become so numerous as to give rise to a hope that 
they cotdd borst the bands that bound then^ to the soil. The Presbyterian Synod oi Kentucky 
dins ofiicially describes slavery, as it is daily passing under their eyes: " This system ii* 
censes and produces arcat onielty. Mangling, imprisonment, starvation, every qpeciea of 
torture may be inflicted upon the slave and he has no redress. There are now in our wMe 
land two millions of human beings, exposed, defenceless, to every insult and every injoiy 
short of maiming or death, which their fellow men ma^ choose to inflict. They suffer all that 
can be inflicted by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, by malignant spils, 
and by insane anger. Their happiness is the sport of every whim, and the prey of miy 
passion that may, occasionally, or habitually, infest the master's bosom. If we could calcn- 
tate the amount of woe enduied by iiUreated slaves, it would overwhelm every compassion- 
ate heart — it would move even the obdurate to sympathy." By the Texas constitution, all 
flrae blacks are to be banished for the crime of not being bondsmen. On the l2lh of February, 
1837, the H. of R. of our free Congress, voted '^ that slaves do not possess the right of petition 
aecured to the people by the U. S. constitution ;" thus denying millions of poor, oppressed 
wretches a right which from infiinc^ to old age is given by the God of Heaven to the poorest 
of his creatures, the right of the suflerer, in his pain, to entreat for succor and aid from the 
hand of wisdom, justice, and mercy. Millions of poor slaves are represented bv pretended 
aoutbem frtends on the floor of Congress — ^this slave representation gives pres>iaents to the 
republic, controls its patronage, protects southern oppression by its power over the army and 
navy, bargains with northern cupidity to degrade tree institutions, and make them a mock- 
ery and a reproach throughout Europe. It contracted with, hired, and duly paid as a gilded 
pimpet, that '* northern man with southern principle^" Martin Van Buren. 

i earnestly desired to see Canada free from British power, in 183H. Had my wishes beea 
fulfilled she would now have been ruled by the Polks and the Marcys. the Hoa^^tons and the 
Cambrelengs, the South Carolina and Virginia slave breeders and slave owners, the union 
of Tammany Hall stock and office brokers, with Mississippi blacklegs and Tennessee patrietts 
while the poor slaves whom they would tear from the arms of liberty at the farthest corners of 
the earth, would have had their chains again riveted. Few were more ardent than myself in 
their wishes that " Van Buren and freedom " mi^ht be successful in 1836. I have since found 
out ttiat there may be more faithful mirrors of his democracy found than Holland's Life, and 
should be sorrv to see the iVeeman's arm lifted against Canada while the power of the repub- 
lie in the soutn is wielded by hypocrisy, and the avarice of dealers in human flesh miniaineil 
to^ in order that both whites and blaclcs may remain in degraded ignorance. 

** Ah ! little Utooffht 1 when In yoaib*s warm boar, glowing indifmant at tyrtmile power, 
I tamed In fancy to that happy land, whose mUder laws victoridns patrlntii planned, 
That ( ahfiuld ever Me a refcion there, where dark opprexslon ttrnes to deanair ; 
And Aieedoiu'4 clamor, and the negro*$ cries in wildest disaooance coiuintngilng rise." 

Three weeks after Congress had resolved that the injured African was unworthy and unft 
to bt liitaaed to, If ha fomplainM of oppresaion— and near to the time at which Jad^ Law* 
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leM adTited a Missoudjprand jnry noteren to notice the atrocious facts, that Mcintosh, a blade 
man, had bfeen'dragged from pnson, chained to a tree, and consumed near St. Louis by a slow fire^ 
not by a few fiends, but in presence of an assembled neighborhood— did Martin Van Buren com^ 
forth, on the 3d of Marcn. 1837, to take a solemn oath to protect and defend, as the chief of the 
lepttbiic. the star-spangled banner, the flag of the free. O, what a mockery of heaven that 
was ! Polk's more recent ministrations, as the high priest of Texan tortures, were decent and 
becoming when compared to Van Buren's. 

'* It would seem, (says William Leggett) that we have elevated Mr. Van Buren to the office 
of President for the mere purpose that he may be slave-master-in-^hief and a negrooveteeer. 
He pledged himself to exercise his veto power against anything which Congress might do 
toward the abolition of slavery for the next four years, without even pretending chat fit was be- 
yond the constitutional competency of that body to act on the subject. This threatened use 
of the veto, bv a man standing on the very threshold of the executive office, is the most inde- 
cent abuse ofpower, of which any American President was ever guilty." 

" For Mr. Van Buren, standing on the threshold of his administration to announce to the 
world that he will veto any bill which Congress may pass upon a particular subject, is as gross 
a breach of public decorum, and as violent a stretch of his j^roper duties, as it would be for the 
Supreme Court to pass a solemn resolution, declaring that il Congress enacted such and such 
a law. they would pronounce it unconstitutional, and set it aside the moment it should come be- 
fore them for adjudication." 

" Virginia and Maryland may, in the meanwhile, [i.e. during V. B.'s 4 years,] abolish slavery, 
leaving the District of Columbia, like a plague spot, in their midst; but this will not release 
Mr. Van Buren from his pledge. He can never consent to strike off the fetters of the slave in 
the ten miles square, placed by the Constitution under the exclusive control of the federa] gov- 
ernment, until every state where slavery exists has accorded its approbation of the measure." 
*'Mr. Van Buren's indecent haste to avow his predeterminations on the subject of slavery, 
(continues I^eggett,) has not even the merit of boldness. It is made in a cringing spirit of 
propitiation to the souUi." Again, page 291, Vol. I of Plaindealer : " We wish we could be 
convinced that it (the inaugural aodress] is npt a cautious, timid, time-serving document, 
composed at the instance of a cringing spirit, willing to propitiate the slavehoklers at the 
expense of justice and humanity." 

The recent disgraceful riots in Lexington, Kentucky, the object of which was to put down 
fkeedomofdiscussion, and prevent the white population fix)m knowing what could be said 
against slavery, had very nearly ended in the murder of Cassius M. Clay, a relative of Heniy 
CHay, who had established the *' True American" there. I was threatened, but not to the like 
extent, when I exposed Van Buren's confederates in the Butler pamphlet. One of Morris's 
post-office letter carriers went round mowing vengeance, and other officials talked foolishl^r* 
When the pamphlet reached Charleston, the bookseller to whom it was sent feared to offer it 
for sale, for i:>there was a foot note somewhere in it against slavery. But the American peo- 
ple love order: they showed that in the ease of Morgan, and unless where instigated by such 
false guides as Van Buren, all classes glory in sustaining the laws of their countiy. 

Waahtngton and Jefierson have sincere disciples vet Some of these, in 1836 and 1837, 
lectured on behalf of the poor negroes, others published newspapers to instruct the millions 
about slavery. One editor was shot dead— several presses were trampled to the ground, and 
bumings and violent riots had intimidated some very sincere friends of equal rights. To thft 
attDniflbment of Le^tt, Van Buren, in his inaugural, defended the guilty as a hired partisan 
would have done. In the Plaindealer of 1837, pages 226 to 290, i«ggett thus reproves him. 

" < I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the United 
States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of the 
United States.' This was the momentous obligation Mr. Van Buren had taken upon him- 
self^ when we find him almost in the same breath, uttering words of semi-anproval of tlic 
moat audacious and brutal conduct, having for its avowed object, to destroy the freedom of 

the press, and silence free discussion The violent outrages of ferocious ruffians he chose 

to designate as mere outbreaks of 'popular indignation,' a phrase which implies a]^proval, 
since indignation conveys the sense of righteous anger. I^ot satisfied with describing the 
brutality and fierceness of the mobs by so commendatory a term, he alluded to the conduct of their 
victims in language calculated to convey the impression that they Jl^justly provoked, and fhlly 
deserved their fate, deserved all sorts of mdignities and Injuries for exercising, temperately and 
decorously, the commonest privilege of freedom, the mere privilege of speech. . . .Alluding to the 
pro-slavery mobs and riots m various parts of the countr}', he [Van Buren] says, ' a reckless dis- 
legard of the conseouences of their conduct has exposed individuals to popular indignation.' 
This is an admirable version of the matter. The issuing of a temperate and decorous news- 
paper, in whk^ a question of great public moment was gravely discussed, showed beyond all 
ouestion, a most ' reckless disregard for consequences,' deserving the harshest rebukes ; and 
Uie conduct of the mob that bron up the press, demolished the nouse which contained iL nd 
^Itfieic^jr maltYeited the ptJ»0A of the editor, was merely Ora natural and justuUbIa 
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espression of* popular iAdis:naUoQ.* " These are the opiniona of htggttt, a true Tammaay 
damocfat, on the coiiduct and language of Van Buren, a pretended one. Joshoa Leayittof 
Boston took the same view. He said : 

" The new President has delirered his inangural address, and taken on him the oath aal 
responsibilities of office. In the fiice of heaven and earth, the President stands fonh, avow- 
edly, the enemy of freedom, the opponent of equal rights^ the defender of slaveiy, the alaa- 
derar of iireedom's friends, and the instigator and patron of mobs. About to assume the n- 
raonsibilities of the highest offi,ce in the gift of a professedly firee people, he steps Ibitfa, and 
declares the effi>rt to give freedom to the enslaved, " injurious to every mterest, that of hunaa- 
ity included." -^ * / — , I 

Van Bureuf did not thus act from principle. It was his bargain with the mants of tk^ 
south. He was their delegate, their a»ent, meir hired attorney— just as Fitmobon (Clare)^ 
Scou fClonmell), Plunkett, and Toler (Norbury), were the creatures of bad En^ish administra- 
tions for the oppression of Ireland. In 1810, when he thought that the friends of fineedoa would 
triumph, he was the deadly foe of slavery's extension. Whyl It was popular to be so, and 
popularity was the stepping-stone to power. On the 9(kh of January, idSO, the Senate of 
thjs state unanimously agreed with the Assembly in a resolution' declaring, that, *' Wkerm 
" t^ inkUnting the further exUn$ion of slavery in these United States, is a suJbjed of deep eenean 
**tothepeopUof thu State i and whereas, we coTisider slavery as an evil much to be depU^ 
*^tkal every constitutional barrier skauld be interposed to prevent its further extension; and that 
"the ConstituHan of the United States clearly gives Congress the right to require from new sblet 
*'not comprised within the original boundaries of these United States the prokUftUen of sbmery, 
"as a conditien of their admission into the Union— Therefore, Resolved. That our Smaforsle 
" instructed, and our Representatives in Conpvss be requested, to oppose the adrntstum^ as a stale, \ 
" into the Union, of any territory not comprised as aforesaid, without making the prohOriHtn ef | 
"slavery therein an indispensable condition of admission,** General Root was, in those days, 1 
an Ajax in freedom's army — De Witt Clinton was ultra in favor of spreading freedom aod 
not tyranny over America— 4nd among the votes recorded for the above principles, and ia 
opposition to slavery in Missouri, weve those of Martin Van Buren, Samuel Young, C. E. 
Dudley, Walter Bowne, Roeer Skinner, Livingston, Hammond, EUurt, Barstow, Mallory, aad 
Dayton. Not contented with voting, Maroy and Van Buren wrote a pamphlet, and travelled 
through ^ state, canvassing for Rufus King, as the anti-slavery canmdate for the U. 8. Sen- ' 
ate, to be sdnt there to oppose receiving Missouri as an extension of the area of the whip and 
the torture. Let the reader look into Ritchie's files of the Richmond Enquirer for the early 
part of 1890, and he will there see Polk's confederate menacing Rufus King for his northcn 
fanaticism, and inveterate hostility to the * peculiar instimtion.' On the 16lh of Xovember, 
1819, says the Evening Post, a general meeting of the citizens, at least 9000 being present, 
met in the City Hotel, New York, and '* Resolved, that the existence of slavery in the 
United States, bein^, in the opinion of this meeting, a great political as well as nianl eril, 
derogatory to the character or the nation, dangerous to the Sfuely of its inhabitants, and op- 
posed io the benign spirit and principles of the Christian religion, they consider tt the schema 
duty of the national government, presiding over a people professing a hi^ regai^ for free- 
dom and the just rights of men, to prevent, by all constitutional means, the fuither extensiaa 
of such an evil in the United States ;" and that Jonathan Thompson, John T. Iryfaig, Heuy 
Rutgers, Walter Bowne, T. Addis Emmet, John Qriscom, AbnL Bloodgood, Matthew Clvk- 
«on, Archibald Grade, Geoige Newbold, &c., be a committee to check the progress of slavery, 
&c. In their address, written by the brother of Washington Irving, speaking of Missouri, 
they say, "It is no less a question, than whether, in this enli£;htened ana philanthropic age, a 
migh^ empire of slaves snail be })ermitted to be formed on the soil and under the sanction of 
republican America, and admitted into her Union ; or, whether that new empire is to be oooi- 
poscd of men who shall have a constitutional, as weU as national, right * to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness ;' " and frilly maintained the humane doctrine, that Congress, ate . 
1806, could have sto^ at once the horrid barbarities, both of the African and domestic, or Vii- 
ginian slave trade, van Buren and the Regency have since changed for the worse. 

William Jay shows, in his " View of the Action of the Federal Government," that the laws 
against the slave-trade, were in a great measure nullified, because the slave n>wer appoinled 
the officials. And when Van Buren had been rejected in 1840, he coneludra his message lo 
*' Congress thus : " I submit to your judgments whether tliis government, having been the first 
" to prohibit, by adequate penalties, the slave-trade — the first to declare it piracy---fihou1d not be 
" the first, also, to forbid to its citizens all trade with the slave factories on the coast of Aflica; 
" giving an example to all nations in this respect, which, if fiurly followed, caniuit fail to pro- 
"duce me mostenective results in breaking up those dens of iniquity." This contrasts qmti \j 
with his inaugural, and the affair of the Amistead ; and I would now ask Van Btiren whether 
the slave-breraing factories in Virginia, and the slave coasters she employs in the Teiaa 
traffic In flesh and blood, are less " dens of iniouity " than those of Airica t ** Is it more 
wicked, more b^se, more cruel, to traffic in Afhcan savages [asks William Jagr} tfaaa in 
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owB citiaBD0^ and not anfbeqneoUy, of very distiog^aisiied eitizeoBl Yet it Is this abomiiM- 
lile commerce that our government fosters and orotectB." " The government of the IT. 8.," 
said Van Buren to the British minister, Feb. 25, 1833, " protects by reasonable laws, the 
rights of the owners of that raecies of property in the Stales where it exists, and pbbmitb its 
transfer coastwise fiom one or these States to another T Viiginia to Texas, for example], an- 
der suitable restrictions to prevent the firaudulent introduction of foreign slaves." Tnat is, to 
secure to the home, or Virginia breeder, a sure monopoly of the detestable traffic 1 Texas 
bribed the southern slave-trader, by providing in her constitution to give the U. 8. a mono- 
poly of the supply !! 1 

There are manv persons who do not fully comprehend the reasons why Polk, Van Buren. 
and others who nave grown rich by abandoning the principles of seventy-six, went dead 
against Adams, when he proposed commissions to the Fanama Congress, and now lustily 
advocate the opposite princi^e when they fear that their non-interference policy may affect 
Mexico. We will fry to enlain. In I8a6, Mexico and Columbia meditated the invasjoa 
of Cnba, and intended to erive the slavte there that freedom which they were conferring on 
their <»wn. The alave-hol£'ng south was alarmed— the project was abandoned at the instance 
of this Union— -but it might be renewed. Accordingly the Van Buren, who, in 1890, had 
instructed Congress not to receive Missouri with slavery, addressed Cornelius P. Van Ntss, 
the U. S. minister at the Spanish court, Oct 22, 1829, bidding him ui^ge on Spain to make 
peace with the Southern republics of America lest they should aid in freeing Cuba trom 
slavery ! " Considerations (said Van Buren) connected with a cbrtain class of our popula- 
tion, make it the interest of the southern secuon of the Union that no attempt should be made 
in that island [Cuba] to throw off the yoke of Spanish dependence : the nrst effect of which 
would be |:y the emancipation of a numerous slave population, which result could not but 
be very sensibly felt upon the adjacent shores of the United States." In the H. of R. l^r. 
Floyd of Va. said, " I would rather take up arms to prevent than to accelerate such an occur- 
rence" as freedom to Citba; and Van Buren, when writing to A. Butler, the U. S. agent in 
Mexico, cautioned him to oppose " the baneftd spirit [of emancipation] designed to be intro- 
dneed and propagated in the island of Cuba." 

Van Buren^s letter to Poinsett, Oct 16, 1829, freely admits that the people of Mexico were 
filled widi prejudices of die most incurable character against that minister. He was accused 
jf " intermeddling in the domestic affairs of the republic," of setting up a political sort of free- 
masonry, of denouncing the established religion, and of being the enemy of the Mexican 
people. Was it friendly, was it wise in Van Buren and Jackson to recall this man, when the 
sisier republic woidd no longer endure his presence, and hastily promote him to the head of 
the department of war 1 The state legislatures of Mexico had expressed an abhorrence of his 
conduct, and insisted on his removal. Jackson recalled him when he became intolerable to 
Mexico, to exhibit, as Van Buren's secretary, his scheme of a 200,000 standing army, which 
certainly was no help towards Van Buren's reelection in 1840. 

In Mr. Polk's message to Congress, Dec 1845, he rebuked those European nations who 
wanted, as he said, to check the extension of the republic, thus : " The United States, sincerely 
desirous of preserving relations of good understanding with all nations, j:>«annot in silence, 
permit ant auaopBAN iNTERpBaBNCB on the North American Continent ; and should any such 
interference be attempted, will be reaot to resist it at ant and all hazards jp| f^Ex- 
isting rights of every European nation should be respected : but it is due alike to our safety 
and our mlerests, that the ^eient protection of our laws should be extended over our whole 
territorial limits, and that it should be distinctly announced to the worki as our settled policy| 
that no ftitore European colony or dominion sliall, with our consent, be planted or established 
on any part of the North American eontinenL".iQ 

Here, Messrs. Polk and Marcy have dared any Enropean power to aid in placing a mon- 
arch in Mexico on a constitiitional throne, and negotiating a treaty with him, offensive and 
defensive, as this country did with France 68 years ago. How did they talk twenty years 
since 1 As to Marcy, look into the Argus. 

In 1825, Messrs. Clay and Adams had proposed to send W. B. Rochester and others 
to represent the U. States in a Congress of American republics at Panama. To this, in the 
Senate, Van Buren led the opposition ; and the burden of his song, as usual, was, that it was 
unconstitutional. *' We are, (said Van Buren) at that Congress, to stipulate in some form, 
and I care not in what, that we will resist any attempt at colonization by the powers of Europe, 
in this hemisphere, or within our own borders, if you please ; and that, in the event of any in- 
terference on their part, in the struggle between Spain and the Spanish American States, we 
will make common cause with the latter in resisting it" Such a course be denounced [ireehis 
Life by Holland], and laid it down as a principle (p. 964), that if we confederate to maintain 
governments like our own, by force of arms, we imitate the Holy Alliance of Europe ; and he 
was " against all alliances, against all armed confederacies, or confederacies of any sort" 

Thus much for Van Buren — now for Polk: 

In the house of Representatives, April, 1896, Louis McLane gave it as his view that in ex* 



lending owr commepeial relations wiih fopein nationa, we ahonM kaep *l"^^^"'||*^|!{'f 
alliances, an:t m3ved a resolution, as the " opinion of this house thai the GtoveniijMmor tte wu- 
tcd States ought not to be represented at the Congress of Panarai, except in a diplomatic dttp 
racter, nor ought they to form any alliance, offensire op defensive, or negotiate respecting nch 
alliance with aU or any of the South American republics; ««• aught tkeif U bteomMpa^mmUk 
ihim, oreUher eftkeuk, to an^jrifU declaraUan for lit ffurpate ofprtuenting IkMtnieifaremu y «^ 
o/Lu Burapean ptrwers roiUi tkeir independeiut or form of governmmtt or to any eomjma for tM 
jmrpos€ ofprnenUng coUnUzatUm upon the amtinetU cf Amirica," . j j ^^ ^ 

The democratic party all voted for McLane's reBolndon ; and among the most decided ftunds 
to McLane's principle, not to oppose European colonization in America, were found James K. 
Folk, and his foreign secretary, James Bucjianan. Their votes are on reeord. 

Mr. Polk's creed was democratic then, and it is democratic now. and it was tten joM As 
opposite of what it is now— and thaft is true, pure, onadolterated Van Borea democncy, 
which like 0'aimlet*s finger-post, or the city weathercock, may be tnrned any way yoo 
please, or say yes and no in the same breath. In 1826, Mr. Polk said, that by vodiig 
for M'Lane'a resolve, we [the house] have dfeclared, that our poiiey, now as ever, b 
neutrality; **that we will form no alliance with the South American republics:' hot shall 
we "become parties with them, or either of them, to any joint dedamtion, fat the pn r- 
pose of preventing the interference of any of the European powere with their independ- 
ence or form of government,' or ' to any compact for the .purpose of preventing colofiiaa- 
tion-on the continent of America.' These arc sentiments, said Mr. Polk, to which I most 
heartily subscribe." No doubt he did— but Cuba might become free, and it was not then 
fully resolved upon to have Cuba annexed, Texas annexed, California annexed, Mexko 
annexed, all to the south, and with slavery in each of them. Missouri had got throoi^ 
with difficulty, as a negro-importing slate— and these American republics, for which Polk, 
Buchanan, M'Lane, and Van Buren would do nothing were all anti-slavery, beretieal, 
not of the true church. Now, however, when the ' peculiar institution' is to te strength- 
ened, O'Gimlet turns round, and Polk democracy, like Sur Frands Head to the Yankees, 
aome nine years since, cries aloud, *'Come if ye dare !" 

Last January, Senator Alien of Ohio, who, like Cass, nnderstands electioneering in die 
west, moved a strong resolve, in favor of the Polk Van Buren democracy, and warning 
the tolks in Europs to look out for breakers, if they approached this coast with any more 
of their colonies. Senator Cass supported Allen as a matter of course. If we go behind 
Polk and Van Buren's * colonize if you please' principle of 1838, we soon arrive at Mr. 
Monroe's views. In his message of 1823, he declared " that we should consider any attempt 
ca their (the powers of Europe's] part, to extend their system [colonization or monarchy] to 
any portion of this hemisphere, as dangerous to our peace." Was not this in strict aoconi- 
ance with the views of Aclams and Clay in 1836, and of Polk now, though he opposed it 
then 1 The N. Y. Sun took Polk's latest view six months in advance of bis message, and 
so did its editor, Noah, in his other paper, the Messenger of June last When Peak was 
nroposed for President, Noah spoke of him with contem^ as a third rate sort of person ; but 
Noah, Marey, Webb and Polk go hand in hand now for '* more slave territory. We cant 
have too much." 

Mr. Quizot, minister of France, by a late speech, and the French leglslatnre by a vole, have 
shown, that in case of war between England and this country, France would remain naotraL 
unless some convulsion were to change the essence of its government Mr. Ouizot is n friend 
of education, science, the continuance of peace, and the mental and moral elevation of man. 

The correspondence of the National Intelligencer of Sept 13, 1836, tells us, that " not a 
BoUtary step has been taken to meet the just expectations of the Mexican minister. Men 
are openly recruited, armed, and marehed throngn our country, not (as in the case of the Eag- 
Ush auxiliaries in Spain) to sustain the actualgovemment (» Mexico, but to aid a few thou- 
sand American citizens and adventurers from Europe in making war against that govera- 
ment ! Professions, therefore, are a mockery of the common sense of mankind." We have 
seen that the Polk — Van Buren democracy had no synamtiiy with Mexico, Columbia, and the 
South American republics, which really sought freedom— we have seen Jackson and Van 
Buren intriguing in Spain to keep the yoke around the necks of the immenseblack population of 
. Cuba. So too in Canada, secret encouragement was given at first, and from Nov. 6, when 
the revolt broke out in and near Montreal, to January, when the Caroline had been sent over 
the Niagara Falls, Van Buren did nothing ; but no sooner was it made apparent that the 
struggle might be a protracted one, or a fkilure, than Van Bursn and Marcy were faand 
among the persecutors of the poor exiles. On Nov. 21, 1838, Van Buren issued a proclama- 
tion against the second Canada revolt, with a 

" Whereas disturbances have actually broken out anew in different parts of the two 
Canadas: And whereas, a hostile invasion has been made by citizens of the United SutsB| 
in conjunction with Canadians, and others, who, afler forcibly seizing npon the property or 
thdr peaceful neighbor, for the purpose of effecting their unlawf\il d^gns, are now in ai — 
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attfiisl t&e fliK6bi<iries 6f Caaada, in perfect disregard of their own obligations as American 
ctttetw, and of thfe obligations of the Govemmem of the country to foreign nations: Now, 
therefore, 1 hare thon^t it necessarr and proper to issue this proclamation, calling upoa 
every citizen of the United States neither to give countenance nor encouragement of any kind 
to thoee who have thus forfeited their claim to the protection of their counUy ; upon those mi»- 
guided or deluded persons who are engaged in them to abandon projects dangerous to their 
own country, fatal to those whom they profess a desire to relieve, impracticable of ezecutioa 

vilhoat'forei^ aid, which tliey cannot rationally expect to obtain, &c And I 

lieivbjr warn all those who have engaged in these criminal enterprises, if persisted in, that, 
wbateiwr may be the condition to which they may be reduced, they must not expect the in- 
terieiimce of this government, in any form, on tneir behalf; but will be left reproached by 
every virtuoua fellow-citizen, to be dealt with according to the policy and justice of that Gror- 
erainent whose dominions they have, in defiance of the known wishes and efforts of their own 
Govemment, and without the shadow of justification or excuse, nefariously invaded." 

Compare this proclanution against the comrades of Von Shoultze, Woodrufie, Abbev, 
George, Lount, Matthews, Cardinal, Buckley, Chevalier, Dauuais, Doane, Duqueue, Honab- 
man, Moreau, Leach, Lynde, Peeler, Perley. Phelps, the Sansuinettes, and Swete, all of 
whom were cruelly put to death in cold blood, with Jackson and Van Buren's Mexican and 
Texan policy, where the object was to cover by a pretended revolt the robbery of 400,000 
square miles of God's heritage, that it might yield gain to idle, covetous, heartless slave deal- 
ers, and, worse still, enable them to control the government of this glorious republic for the 
purpose of perpetuating the most cruel scourge that can desolate the family of man. This 
proclamation encouraged the convict-driver of Van Dieman's land to redouble his cruelties^it 
showed no generous feeling for the injured. How could it 1 There is not on earth a more 
heartless, cold, calculating enemy of free institutions than M. V. Buren—there perhaps 
never will be. 

Some years ago, Mr. Calhoun ofiered a report on the IT. S. mail, in which an effort is mads 
to show that northern laborers are but little better off than negip slaves. In reply, Dr. Chan^ 
ning writes to Mr. Clay, thus : " Is it possible that such reasonings escaped from a man who 
has trod the soil of New England, and was educated at one of her colleges 1 Whom did he 
meet at that college 1 The sons of her laborers, young men, whase hands had been hardened 
at the ploii^h. Does he not know, that the families of laborers have furnished every depart- 
ment in life among us with illustrious men, have furnished our heroes in war, our statetimea 
in council, our orators in the pulpit and at the bar, our merchants whose enterprises embrace 
the whole earth 1 What ! the laborer of the free state a slave, and to be ranked with the de- 
spised negro, whom the lash drives to toil, and whose dearest rights are at the mercy of irre- 
sponsible nower ! If there be a firm independent spirit on earth, it is to be (bund in the man, 
who tills the field of the free states, and moistens them with the sweat of his brow." 

Although, in a report bv Col. Young, in 1839, adverse to anti-slavery politics, and sustain- 
ing what is called Uie Atherton gag in Congress, he spoke strongly a^inst what he called 
the boiling cauldron of abolitionism, its misguided fury and ferocious spirit, inebriated abo- 
litionism, anti-masonic and abolition phrenzies, and the hopelessness of southern slave email*' 
clpation while northern agitation continues, yet it would seem that he is firmly opposed to 
Texan annexation, with siaverv as her dower. In a discussion in the Senate of New York 
on the 37th of January last. Col. Young said he was opposed to the admission of Texas as a 
slave state, and that Governor Wright had said he was opposed to it. Mr. Hard remarked, 
that believing Col. Young to be a«dnst that wicked measure, he and his whig fricods had 
been anxious for his return to the U. S. Senate (in place of Dixj, as that woukl have |>revenied 
annexation. That had Governor Wright, and Ms peculiar friends^ been honest and sincere in 
their professions of hostility to it, Young might have been returned — ^that they could have 
seemed that result— but that Wright had so managed that the kunkersgon both senators fthat 
Polk mi£^ht carry annexation), and Benton (kunker) had been put in Young's office. That 
both sections of the democracy had supported Wright, who had had it in his power to have 
prevented the spread of slavery by securing the election of Young, but that, had be acted up to 
nis professions, it might have stood in his way to the presidency, in the minds of the slave- 
holders, and that he had interfered to the contrary, and sent a message to his firiends to prevent 
a caucus which would have carried it into effect. Mr. Beers said that it was considmd (by 
Wright) bad twlicy to send a senator to Washington opposed to the Texas measoce. No 
doubt! Read Van Buren's annexation letter, and sayil he is really opposed to it. Bead 
Tache's invitation to Van Burcn to attend the ball of the *' kindred spirits determined to sustaia 
the eoyemment in its claim to the Texas and Oregon territories,' and his answer, afproving 
of their object— and remember, that while old Spain, in 1829, occupied Tampico, with 4j0v)0 
troops, intent on reducing Mexico, Van Buren was then in the market offering the Mexican 
rebels cash for Texas. Again, on 2d of Sept. last, we find him addressing J. D. Kellogg, tor 
the public eye, from Lindenwald, and assuring him tliat he considers every obstacle ihi.i may 
he offered to the completion of the Texas spoliation *' unwise^ and highly inexpedient," and ml 
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if theaa atati^ thoald be tavolved In war with Metioo in eaommaice of umemtkn^ be (Vtai 
Buren) cannot doubt but that Polk would be siipported ^ by the neaits and hands of the vliole 
people." AU this might have been looked for from the man, who, in the teeth of the cooatim' 
lional provision, that Congress ma3r make all needful laws for the territoiy of the Unioo, 
aasurea North Carolina, when seeking a re-election, that Qovemor Dodged slavehokliii^ la 
Wisconsin, and Jvidge Doty's in Iowa, was legal, and( could not be interfered with 1 Inloxioai- 
ing liquors, slavery, covetousness of other men's lands, what curses they are ! Florida was 
bc^ht for six millions to please slaveholders, and is now a slave state. We had an Indian 
war there, to protect slavery — " a war [sa^s Horace Greelev] provoked and oomiDeiioed by our 
people, originating in land-stealing, abominable frauds ana slavery, and which we ateadify re- 
rased to terminate on any terms which did not require the utter expulsion of the Seminoles 
from the territory. The reason for this was the proved impossibility of cherishing Slavery hi 
the neighborhood of Indians, as the negroes ran away to the Indians and • were oarborea by 
them. So we drove the savages to desperation, pursued them through the swamps and efer- 
glades, shot some of their women and children, and starved many more, until we oompeUed 
me remnant to submit to exile. The cost of these various wars and purchases to the people of 
the United States has not been one farthing short of fifty millions of dollars over and abovv all 
they have received for Florida lands, to say nothing of very many valuable lives." 
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CANADIAN ANNEXATION AND INSURRECTION. 



ThM Canadian htsurrecUon in 1837 and 1838. — ll injfwfed Van Uur&n and kk Priends, — Brink' 
erkfiffj John Adams^ Pranklin, Bleeeker, Randolph, Pitkin^ F^x Orwndy, Presidenl Mmiroc, 
Calhown, BuU, Smytkj Sautkwick, Maeon, Widgery, WdL% Clay, Riichie, and the North 
American Review, on Canadian Annexation. — Pamell^on Canadia/n Independence^-^ESaHs^ 
Desha, SwarifUfout, and Wheaton, on taking Canada. — Were the Canadians justijled in rwst- 
i%g in 1837 amd 1838?— il hnef reply.— Lord Durham^s Report on that question.— Bis aflid- 
img details of Colonial Oppression.— Lord GoderuJCs reply to my threat of Revolt. — Sir F*. B. 
Bead. — Dwrham harshly treated for idling wnpleasant tnUhs.-^Would the Conquest of Camada 
be an easy task, and ought it to be attempted 7— Error of Ike Men of 183^,— Letter, Col. W. E. 
Moore.— Letter, General G. M. Keim.— Letter, Geo. Dawson.— Letter, CoL R. M. Johnson. 

Tub insurrections, in the Canadas, in 1837 and 1838, and the movement in Maine, in 1839, 
affected very unfavorably the foundations of Van Buren's power; and, if it were essentially 
necasBarv, I think I might produce conclusive proof, that, by exciting the suspicion of the 
alaveholaing south, and the indignation of vast multitudes in the free north, east, and west, 
hJs management of public a&irs, conneotod with or arising out of these insurrections and 
frontier movements, were, independent of the question of the currency, most embarrassing to 
hit administration, and, in 1840, the cause of his political failure. 

There moat have been powerful causes at work, to torn a majority of 26,000 for Van Buren, 
in 1836^ into a minority of 146,000 in 1840, to induce New York to set aside a president born 
on the banks of the Hudson, in 1840, by a majority of 13,000, in order to place in his 
etoad a native Virginian, after having given her suffrage for die former, in 1836, by a 
majority exceeding 28,000, to induce every northern frontier county, without a single excep- 
tion, to cry out, in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Ywk, Vermont, 
New Hampshire and Maine, in 1840, " Away, away, with Van Buren !" while Georgia, 
Nofth Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi, in the south, betrayed by their 
TOtes equal impatience. Endorsed by Andrew Jackson, endowed by nature with great 
ability rar intrigue, ever ready to contract with the leaders for die subservience of their 
fi)UoweEB» an experienced, ambitious and unprincipled politician, possessed of power Ibr 
twdve long years, with presses and profl^ates at command, the national revenues in 
tiM huda of his chosen paitizans, and 60,000 offices, besides vast contracts at hia eontn)!. 
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Thto was his po0itida when he was defeated by General Harrison, who had no official 
iMlitinage al all in his gift, and no olher office in his possession bat that of clerk of a 
law caait in Hamilton conntv, Ohio. EUirrison's civil and military qualities and charac- 
ter were as well known, and renkembered, in 1836, when he received but 73 electoral votes 
out of 2M, as in 1840, when he obtained 174, but Van Buren's reputation had deluded mul* 
titudaa in 1836, who,*in 1840, knew him by his works. Even in 1840, after having con- 
demned him in many things, I, being ignorant of nine-tenths of his early historv, believed 
that moch that apptesred inexplicable would at lengtli be cleared up, and those who bad in- 
finitely belter means of knowmg, assured me that such would be the case. Colonel Johnson, 
whose ganerous heart prooipts him to favor freedom, endorsed Van Buren in the most 
enqihatic terms. Disliking van Buren personally, owing him no favor, a sufferer by his 
paniaUt)^ and ini'ostice, poor but at heart independent, I supported him in 1840, while I de- 
nonncad, thzough the press, that extension of slavery's horrors, of which it is now evident to 
aU that he was the willing instrument of the south, to carry it into effect. Calhoun did in- 
deed kill him with kindness. Virginia voted for the New Yorker, and New York for the Vij> 
sinian; and besides Virginia, Van Buren got 2& votes from the slave states, including eleven 
from Calhoun and M'Duffie ibr S. Carolina, and from the free states just twelve, in the 
nlaoc of 140 only four^eais before I His Mexican and Canadian policy, the profligacy of 
nis expenditures, the wide-spread distress and ruin caused by the blow up of his banking and 
financial schemes, his cringing course toward the slave power, the corrupt and dishonest 
agents he employed, his donble-faced game with the tariff, through Hovt, Butler and others, 
and the want of sympathy and respect which he and his flriends manifested for real demo- 
cracy and free institutions ; these, added to his militia law scheme, and the bad reputation he 
had with those who had known him long and well, crushed him to the ground. If he has the 
materials to show to the worM, that one solitary aspiration for the welfare of the millions, who 
had raised him to high honor among men, ever came Grom his selfish and sordid soul, it is 
time that he took a thousand piastres from his hoarded stores, and employed some other than 
Benjamin Franklin Butler to revise Holland's romance for a more authentic record of his 
doingSb I thought well of him and his while I dared to do so ; and if here I have said any- 
thing in error to his prejudice would, for the honor of human nature, and of the institutions of 
a pM>le placed as the vanjguard of rational fipeedom, most gladly admit it. 

J>anng the discussion, in Congress, of the resolve to notify England that the joint occu- 
pancy ofOregon must soon cease, Mr. Brinkerhoff remarked., that it had been said, and he 
believed it, that the battle for Oregon, if it came at all, must be fought in Canada, and *' he 
was glad that Britain had an assailable point here, where we would reach her with effect 
Take Canada, and Oregon would fall into our hands as a matter of course." There is much 
of this sort of language afloat now, but very few remember how much more of it there was in 
1811 to 1815. Washington wanted Canada. John Adams desired Laurens to make an effort 
to get it in 1782. Franklin's writings show that he was most anxious to attach it to the Union. 
As fiur back as 1759, and 1760, we find him urging England to get and keep it in the same 
intei«st as the other colonies. Congress took the same view, as wimess the Canadian clause in 
the constituti(Hi of 1778. The Washington Naticmal Intelligencer, then the organ of Madison's 
administration, said, November, 1813, " We may not obtain possession of these territories 
[the northern colonies] next summer, but eventually they must be ours." The editors go on 
to stale, that the Canadas embrace and command tne outlet and entrance, and share the whole 
extent of the mighty St Lawrence, one of the two ^leat waters of N. America, and the natu- 
ral channel of import and export of many millions of men — that the conquest of Canada 
** was in vain attempted by the heroes of the revolution " — but that once gained they could bid 
defiance to England— that Ctuebec guards the St. Lawrence more effectually than any other 
fortress in a like position in the world— that the transportation of the means of offensive wax 
to the frontiers would not be difficult— that 100,000 troops might soon be collected on the St 
' Lawrence— and that " on our own exertions and unitea efforts alone depends the time when it 
[Canada] shall be ours." Not many months after, the same paper said, " when we entered 
into the war, the people, and we amongst them, and perhaps the government too, made too 
light of the conquest of the adjoining provinces of the enemy." 

Among the opponents of the war were Harmanus Bleecker, Geo. Tebbetts, Gkm«t Wen- 
dell, W. A. Duer. James Emott, Jesse Oakley, and Elisha Williams. In April, 1815, they 
addressed the public in these words : *' Another object of the war was the conquest of Canada, 
and ItB cession was more than once intimated to be an indispensable condition of peace." In 
the H. of R.^ec. 10, 1811, John Randolph of Va., opposed the noticm of conquering Cana- 
da, thus : " What a horrible retort might not be made on the Southern and Western slavehelding 
states I Qowwas the Chesap^e to be protected 1 He wished the house to consider the 
chances of ilailure and count the cost, to think of the blood that would be spilt, and the empty 
cofftis from which the cost is pifoposed to be defrayed." Mr. Pitkin, H. ot R., " had no wish 
to see the heterogeneous mass A Canadian population represented on this floor, nor to add Can- 
ada and Nova Scotia to the republic." Tnat was hcmest. I like it To say. We dont want 
any connection with yon is much better than to invite bv laws, and then iaralt the straa^v 
Ihili asked to come, by Philadelphia riots, and New York nativ€ corporations. ^- 
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On the 9th of Dee. 181 1 , FeLrz Orukdt, a member of Gongrees for Tenneaaee, and ott ll» 
committee of foreign relations, declared, in his reply to John Randolph, on the quettioQ oi^ 
augmsntinx the forces f;^ " that he would drive the British from North Amierica, and ^ib- 
i::^ privelhem of the Canadas : and would receive the French refugees as adopted brocheis. 
i:^ Although a southern man, he was willing and desirous to have the Genadas. Thej woe 
^r necessary to balance the increasing weight of the sonthem and western states, bf the 
O* accession of Louisiana. If this weight is not balanced in this way, then is reaacm to ftar 
^y' oppression by the govemmenu" Another version of his remarks, in the N. Y. Ev. Port, 
reads tnus : " I am waiting to receive the Canadians as adopted bcethren ; it will have bea^- 
ficial political effects: it will preserve the equilibrium of the government. When fjOnlslaw 
i^U be fully peoplea, the northern scat38 will lose their power ; they will be at the discretion 
of others; they can be depress^ atpleasure, and this nation may be eadangered^I diere&n 
Ibel anxious not only to add the Floridas to the south, bm the Canadas to the north of this 
empire." Mr. Grundy was Van Btfl^n's attorney-general, and perhaps one of the best men of 
his party. President Polk was his law student. Gruaidy was the son of an English end- 
grant In Oct 1814, Colonel Monroe, afterwards president, said, " we must not be content 
" with defending ourselves— different feelings must be touched, and apprehensions excited in 
'* the British government Bv pushing the war into Canada we secure the conuaand of die 
'* Indian tribes, and command tneir services." In the session of 1812, before the war, Jonr 
0. Calhoun said in Congress, that " So far from being unprepared [for war], he believed that 
fJT in four weeks from the time that a declaration of war would be neaxd on oar frander, the 

gf whole of Upper and a part of Lower Canada would be in our possessioit" Gbubral 
DLL said to the Canadians, Julv 12, 1812, " I come prepared for every contingency—-! have 
a force which will look down all opposition." Four months afier General Snovth said, ** In a 
few days the troops under my command will plant the American standard in Canada." Gen- 
erals M'Clore and Wilkinson spoke with equal confidence ; but in the foil of I8l3, the laner 
officiall V reported to the secretary at war, that " The whole male population of Canada ai« 
Ty universally and actively hostile to our designs of conquest upon that country." Solomon 
South wick, in the Albany Register, then the official journal of tnis state, Nov. 90, 1813, asks 
tiie cabinet, " Are you afraid to take Canada lest it might create a preponderating influence 
ag^nst the Virginia dynasty 1 Is there a secret understanding on the subject 1" At all cimes^ 
to the hour of his death, South wick continued to assert that the indisposition of pretended pa- 
triots in the slave states was the true cause of the failures in Canada ; and considering the 
enperanauated, eccentric, and feeble old men often placed in couLmand, and the sentence ef 
death against Hull, which was a mere waste of time and money, as far as punishment went; 
he had some cause so to speak. New York was opposed to the war. She voted against it ia 
Congress, and the Assembly at Albany was against it. The East, with an nnprotecied eom- 
merce afloat, was against it •, and a powerful souiAem minority steadily opposed it Nattum- 
iel Macon voted for the war, but he did not like it. In Jan. 1810, he saia In Congrees^ that 
" setting aside the affair of the Chesapeake, France and Britain were equal a^pressors. Onghl 
we to sacrifice our property which floats on the ocean for two such countries as Canada V 
Massachusetts voted in Congress against war, 8 to 6--New York, 11 to 3-^Connecticul, 7 to 
none— Rhode Island, 2 to none—New Jersey, 4 to 2. Mr. Horsey of Del. said that '* if aD 
the states which had voted for war had shown themselves as heiuty as Kentucky, we wonM 
have long since overwhelmed Canada, where the people were united in resisting vis." Daniel 
Webster, then from N. H. said, Jan. 3, 1814^ '' that if the cause had been one which the people 
had espoused with ardor, and been imited upon, Canada, to the walls of Clnebec, woold haw 
been ours in thirty days." 

Dr. Eustis,War Secretary, said, in 1812, " We can take the Canadas without soldiers; we 
have only to send officers into the province, and the people, disaffected to their own govern- 
ment, will rally round our standard." In the fall of l6l3, the National Intelligencer said, 
" Since then our enemy forced us to war, and compelled us to territorial reprisals, for her 
oceanic outrages, and still persists in refusing a recognition of our violated rights, we trust our 
readers will gansrally agree with us, that the Canadas once ours, they shall be, as these 
states have been, forever divorced from British sovereignty." The present American Elnvoy 
at Berlin, Henry Wheaton, who has been recalled, doubtless to occupy an important trust here, in 
case of war, was editor of the National Advocate in 1813, and no paper in the Union was more 
decided in its tone, in favor of taking and keeping Canada for ever. At Tammany Hall, on 
the 25(h of Nov. anniversary. General Dearborn being present. Collector Swartwouf's brother, 
John, gave as a toast. " War, stern, unrelenting war, till the naughty foe acknowledge oar 
righu to the waters or the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi." On the same day. the Inde- 
pendent, Veteran Corps of Artillery of the city of New York, drank, as their lOih regular 
loaet, " Florida and the Canadas — necessarily ours by conquest orpurchase," as their I Ith, 
•* Cuba, Texas and Mexico; voluntarily ours as free states of the Union"— and as their 1st, 
** The destiny of our country, brilliant and coextensive with our national boundaries, the 
AJOmtic, Pacific, and Polar Star." And in the Nat Intell. of Oct 17, 1812, it ianoiedlhat 
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§100,000 were voted to the President, " for the paipose of taking the Floridas." Joseph Deeha, 
of Kentucky, in Conmas, Jan. 23, iSlO, aaid, " We ought to take Canada and Nova SooCia, 
and expel tne English from N. A. — tlie militia will do it. Indeed we have but to hold cot to 
the coloDists that wc mean to release them from their chains, and they will almost take it 
theauielvtfs." Colonel R. M. Johnson was also for war and the conquest of the northern colo* 
Bies. At a public dinner in Bufikio, Oct. 25th, 1813, at which Henry Clay's relative, General 
Peter B. Porier, presided, and at which General Harrison and Commodore Perry were a^uestai 
the l&h regular toast was, " A free navigation from Gtuebec to New Orleans by the laves"— 
the 17th, was " The inhabitants of Canada — we fight not to conquer them, but the policy which 
made them our enemies. May they soon be united to the American Republic/' On the 3lst 
of Dec. 1811, Mr. Widgery told Congress to " give New Kngland authority, and she'll take 
Canada without putting you to any trouble." Oa the Land Bounty Bill, in the U.S. Senate, 
Feb. 1814, Mr. W. Wells of Delaware said, that although disaster had attended its progress, 
'* Canada is still the fond object of our wishes," but that there would be great difficulty in get- 
ling and ui*i greater in keeping it Mr. Grosvenor of Columbia Coy N. Y., in Congress, Dec 
1814, quoted Irom Mr. Clay's speech in Congress, on the eve of the war, as follows: ** I am 
*'not, sir, in favor of cherishing the passion of conqnest, but 1 may be permitted to condnde' 
** by declaring my hope to see, ere long, the New United States, if you will allow n^ the ex- 
'* pression, embracing not onljr the old thirteen states, but the entire country east of the Mis- 
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fence. He condemned annexation on the north, and said that t^e con^juest < 

been " avowed in all the gazettes of the government, in the speeches of those members who 

declared the war, and in tne proclamations of the generals who had conducted it, nor had it 

been disavowed by the executive." The Richmond Enquirer, then edited, as now, by T. lUt- 

ehle and those he trusted, and speaking, no doubt, the language of Jefferson, declared in Feb. 

1814, that " \Nnienever Canada nods to her fhll. Great Britain will be just, and not till then 

" shall we obtain anv security for the rigfau and prosperity of our countrymen, the honor and 

" independence of the country." Some fifteen years later, the North American Review said, 

" Most ardently it is to be wished, that the happy example which has so prosperously attached 

" to oar Union, on the south, the French colony of Louisiana, woula effectually point txie 

"way to an equally auspicious junction of tlie French colonies of the north What 

'* a noble accession would it constitute to our republic." Again, in 1832, Sir Henry Pamell, 
a member of the Whig government, in his work on Financial Reform, took ground in favor 
of catting the connection. He said that " With respect to Canada, including our other pos- 
sessions on the continent of North America, no case can be made out to show that we shookl 
not have every commercial advantage we are supposed now to have, if it were made an inde- 
pendent state. Neither our manufacrares, foreign commerce, nor shipping, would be injured 
oy such a measure." Many persons would be inclined to differ with the baronet on this 
question. Though an Irishman, he represented in parliament my native city, and in argu- 
ment, in private, I have seen him go still fkrther in favor of independence to the north. If 
thrown off by England, which is a very unlikely event just now, the colonies could not. I 
fear, sastain an independent character ; and I trust tliey will take warning by the signs of the 
times here, when applause and high station is reserved fur our Van Burens, Butlers, Walk- 
ers, Barkers, Lawrences, Marcys, Morrises, Wetmores, Polks, Cave Johnsons, Houstons, 
Wrights, Casses, and Woodburys, and seek no change but that which education and gradual 
improvements can secure to them. Railroads, canals, revenue laws rightly framec^ high- 
ways, and the Primer, properly taught, are patent and powerful auxiliaries to annexatJoUf uvd 
witnal cheap, and useful to ourselves. 

Why did Canadians revolt in 1837 1 — I have read the Declaration of Independence, of 1776, 
carefullv, and there is no one cause of revolt stated in it, but what was applicable to me condi- 
tion of Canada, in 1837. The British Parliament, by a solenm act, appointed the Earl of 
Durham, one of England's most eminent nobles, and the son-in-law oi the prime minister. 
Earl Grey, to go to Canada as its supreme governor, and inquire whether any real grievances 
that would warrant revolt had existed. His report i^ on record ; and so dark are the recitals, 
that, had it been possible, its worst features would never have seen the light. His opportune 
sincerity embitte^ those whom his statements condemned. Premeditated insult met nim on 
his landing in Britain. The presses of the offended party ceaselessly calumniated him. The 
royal court is said to have slighted him. His feelings were wounded. His health gradually 
declined, and but a few short months elapsed, ere John George JJimbton. the 16th in lineal de< 
scent from Robert de Lambton, a proud baron of 1513, though surrounded by all the comforts 
which 500)000 dollars of a yearly mcome can produce or bestow, had gone to his last rest. 1 
was not personally acquainted with him, and only saw him once in my litis, at the house of his 
Native Mr. Ellice ; but I remember that he was lor many years a co-worker with the inde- 
iatigable Hume and Lord Altborp in the House of Commons, in denouncing and exposing 
opfvession and wasteful extravagance j that he opposed the fettering of th« press, and the de- 
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iQsted corn law of 1816) and earnestly mted a far more dioroogh reform than was obuioed 
in the popular representation in 1832. Perhaps Van Bnrcn has been guilty of more heinous 
offences than his celebrated invitation to the autocrat of Canada, erewhile the envoy of Eng- 
land's queen at the court of the autocrat of Siberia. 

Lord Durham officially stated to the Ctueen*s ministers, that it would almost seem as if the 
object of those who framed the Canadian system of government " had been the combining of 

Drap ' " '" 

overth 
shrouded 



men, retain "a monopoly of power and profit," and that even a native of Britain or Ireland, 
if not one of this combined faction, is " less an alien in a foreign country" than in Canada; 
that every .seventh farm in Upper Canada had been bestowed to uphold one small denomina- 
tion of christian.s— that the Irish Catholics, though very numerous, had been excluded from a 
share in the government— that settlers from the United States had been harassed, and the 
titles to their lands called in question— that parliamentaxy elections of high officers of govern- 
ment had been carried by outrageous violence— that the orange societies, oaths and proces- 
sions which caus«l so much ill blood in Ireland, had been greatly encouraged in Canada bf 
the executive — that the administration of justice was impure, and that a colonist feels that his 
link in the empire is " one of remote dependence"- that blocks of the public lands had been 
granted to favorites who had, in many cases, never seen nor settled on thdm, and that they 
" place the actual settler in an almost hopeless condition" — ^that emigrants from Britain are ill 
treated by the Toronto authorities, and retire to the U. S. in disgust — that many parts are 
without roads, mills, post-offices, and churches, the people getting poor, education neglected, 
and the v^uable lanos set apart tor schools by orders of the Duke of Portland 40 years ago, 
ever since withheld from that useful purpose — that the U. S. frontier. is a picture of prosperity, 
while that of Canada is the reverse — that unless the sjrstem of government is changed, the 
people would not long support British rule — that Governor Head had procured the return of a 
House of Assembly, 3ie members of which were elected under such circumstances " as to ren- 
der them peculiarly objects of suspicion and reproach to a large number of their country- 
men" — ^ihat " in a number of instances, too, the elections were carried by the unscrupulous 
exercise of the inifluence of the government, and by a display of violence on the part of the 
tories, who were emboldened by the countenance afforded to them by the government ; that 
such fects and such impressions produced in the country an exasperation and a despair of 
good government, whicn extendeci far beyond those who had actually been defeated at the 
polls"— 4hat the l^slature thus corruptly elected for one jrear, had prolonged its existence 
other three " in defiance of all constitutional right," and " Such are the lamentable results 
of the political and social evils which have so long harassed the Canadas; and at this moment 
we are obliged to adopt immediate measures against dangers so alarming as are rebellion, 
foreign invasion, and depopulation in consequence of the desertion en masse of a people re^ 
duced to despair." 

England's queen and i)arliament constituted Lord Durham an umpire between revolted 
subjects and the authorities. This was his report. Yet was my valuable property scattered 
to the four winds of heaven — myself declared an outlaw -and at the end of nine years, I do 
not find enough of nobleness of soul in the great t.onntry, or its rulers who caused the wrong, to 
reverse that outlawry, because I do not choose humbly to beseech a minister, whose predeces- 
sor better deserved impeachment than some whom England's annals mention a.s having been 
so treated. I am, I believe, the only political ouilaw of 1837, belonging to Upper Canada. 

In a secret despatch. Lord Durham to Lord Glenelg, dated duebec, Aug. 9, 1838, say^: 
" My sole purpose is to impress upon your Lordship my own conviction, which has been 
formed by personal experience, that even the best io formed persons in England can hardly 
conceive the disorder or disoi^nization which, to a careful mauirer on the spot, is manifest 
in all things pertaining to government in these colonies. Sucn words scarcely express the 
whole trum ; not government merely, but society itself seems to be dissolved ; the vessel of the 
state is not in great danger only, but looks like a complete wreck." And again, Sept. 94{h. 
Lord Durham writes: — "Nor shall I regret that I have wielded these despotic powers in a 
manner which, as an Englishman, I am anxious to declare utterly inconsistent with the Bri- 
tish constitution, until I learn what are the constitutional principles that remain in force when 
a whole constitution is suspended ; what principles of a British constitution hold good in a 
country where the people's money is taken without the people's consent, where representative 
government is annihilated, where martial law has been the law of the land, and where the 
trial by jury exists only to defeat the ends of justice, and to provoke the righteous scorn and 
indignation of the community. I should indeed regret the want of applicability in my own 
principles of government, or my own incapacity for applying them, nad the precise coarse 
which I should think it imperative on me to pursue in a land of freedom and of law, proved 
to be the only one that I could adopt in a country which Ion? misgovemment and sad dissen- 
tktk have brought to a condition that may fairly be described as one of constituted anarchy." 
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With nords like the»3 on the joumaJs of Mrliament, is it noUe, is it just, is it Bccmria^ 
to the Cngli h notion oi fair dealing* to proscnbe a man from visiting the place of his binh, 
and the gra/'Ts of his children-^to hold up that proscription for nine long years>-4o reoiiire 
concession from the injared 7 Did 1 not for many a long year, in the legislature of Cana- 
da, oppose all wasteful extravagance, lend an active help to forward the public bosinessi to 
expose dishonesty, to shame partial judges, to remove real grievances 1 Did I not. throngn a 
ifearlessj)ress, amid endless prosecutions, with the plaudits of community, stand upror constitu- 
tional nght, and to the last declare we would ask no more ? Did I not carry to England the 
petitions of a majority of all the male population of Upper Canada; and while otherSy with 
not a tithe of the popular influence I po^essed, were courting power for place, wlxich I never 
Hooped to do, did I not warn Lord Gcderich, now Earl of Ripon, five years before the CfOtbreak, 
what it would end in, if justice was denied and the colonists scorned 1 In that nobleman's 
reply to my statement, a document of great length, and possessing much sound reasoning, and 
wnich, had not its promises been disre^rded by his successors, there would have been no 
insurrection in 1837, he says, " Mr. Mackenzie has concluded this paper by predictions of 
" bloodshed and civil war, and a dissolution of the connection with this kingdom. He may 
'* well suppose that such a prospect would be regarded by his majesty's government with a 
'* degree of concern and anxiety to which it would be difficult to give any adequate expressions. 
** But against gloomy prophecies of this nature, every man conversant with public business must 
'* learn to fortify his mind. They have ever been the resource of those who endeavor to extort 
"from the fears of government concessions, in fkyor of which noadeouate reasons can be 
"given." Does L<^ Durham's Report contain no adequate reasons 1* Did my remon- 
Mrances, yet on file in the colonial office, contain none ? Did the continued proofs of public con- 
fidence which I obtained while in England, and on my return to Canada, contain none ? Bad 
I oetn desirous of exciting a wanton insurrectum vould I Kave gone to Lond<xi tlAis to warn the 
colonial office to prepare for it 1 Would I have remained there 18 months, eam^tly and anx- 
iously urging these improvements in the commercial code — in the postage system — in tiie 
communications between Halifax and Britain — and in the municipal concerns of the Cana- 
das, which were so much required by all parties "i So far was I fiom being ultra in my 
views, that I frankly told Lord Howick and Mr. Stephen, that if they would give us a man of 
bosiness habits as governor, in exchange for the old military hero wdo nad so long been con- 
trolled by " the family compact," so justly condemned by Lord Durham, we would try to get on 
urithout that full measure of self-control which our memorials required, so far as it was op- 
posed to the colonial system. On my return to Canada, a committee of a new legislature, on 
which I served as chairman, went fiiily into an examination of the condition of the colony. 
The result of our labors was an octavo of some 500 pages ; and, armed with that volume and 
the baron of Glenelg's instructions in reply. Sir Francis Head dropped down among us in mid 
winter, as a reformer, than which a more indiscreet and unwise cnoice never was made by 
any administration — neither have I a doubt but that Lord Melbourne was as sensible of his un- 
fitness when he sent him out, as he seems to have been when Sir Francis had set the colonies 
on fire, through the troubles of 1837. He began by exhibiting in Upper Canada part of Lord 
Gosford's instructionsL which he had been directed to keep secret^tneir publication stopt the 
supplies in Lower Canada, and dashed the cup of popularity from Lord Gosford's lips, for 
they showed insincerit}' at head-quaiters. Head s conduct as governor, slandering the u niled 
States, encouraging orange societies, quarrelling with the advisers he had chosen, but never 
once consulted, stating falsehoods and getting convicted of so doing, was such that supplies 
were refused to him also, and he had to set every sembhince of popular rule at defiance, in 

* I an siDceraly sorry tbat a aiagltf iMUvldiisl remsiiis oatlswed or baalshsd ftom Quads, or Md ta c«a- 
flnement in Van Dleiiuin*8 Land, relative to the tnsarreeUoo. England was ao dearly in the wrong, by the 
horrible mlnrnle the aQfiered to exist, that when she saw men like me turn miind and do our very rnmost to 
pacUy the frnntlert, after tMins plundered of everything, she shoald have taken the risk of retnmfnf to tbsir 
fiiniUtsa the innooent victims of her earelesMMSs. I am very cool now ; Md yvt althongh 1 have a paofcet of 
■Oft important papers in the hands of a friendfbr safe keeping, relative to Gaoadian aftiis. 1 thlak It ino eaUy 
In write an account of the events of 1636 to 1808. I have preserved some 900 letters of the Mavy Isiand eor- 
lespondenoe, bat it ts not yet a fitting time to give snch matters to the world. So strong is my present eonvie* 
tiOB at the impropriety of adding any laflammaKNry materials to the Oretna blase that, althongh the worthy 
prlatar of my •' Suns of the Ememid Isle " presMd me to allow him t» finlah it, I have slopi altar the teeood 
namber, rather than continue jtut now these exciting relations of ancient mlsraie. 1 aever have pkyed wU> 
llngly into the hands of the enemies of real reform anywhere, and will not now. The fhllowtng sola was 
addiMsed to me, by that trae and long and well-uied friend of poor and rich, Joseph Bame, when I was hwt 
Iravlaf London, 
to W. U Maekensio : *' Brtaiiston BqUAaa. iana Mth) 1833. 

** DsAR 8ia : I cannot allow yon to leave this coaotry without expressing my sensd of the great advaatage 
Uw people of Upper Canada have derived from yoor exertions which have been unwearied and perseverirg 
slnea your arrival ; and, I may add. cnmparatlvely successfhl ta ebtalnlng many alteratloDS flmm Lord Code* 
rich In ordan respectlag the fntnia Goverament of Upper Ghoada. 1 am sorry to nbeerve by same of the pio- 
ceadlngs of Mr. Stanley, that he Is rather disposed in promote, than to ptulih ttia men who have been la- 
moved (hmi Upper Canada for impniaer conduct, aad thereby to eDeoorsge miagoverimwnt oa the part of dm 
public stfcexi of that ^rovince, which Lord Goderlch** tete proeeadiogs were ealcttbiad to vni^^mt. 
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ordor ro dseeive his tnperiors in Endaod throo^h a inocl^ logiilature, dbt&ined on tJ» prfudpte 
which Lord Darham iod truly de.scnb3d when it was too late to recall the past. Sir Fraxicis 
write.-) to Lord Malbjurtie ailer this fashion : *' On my arrival in Upper Canada I found m?> 
•elf not only bounded on the one side by Lower Canada on the eve of a revolt, and on tSe 
other sCds, by the United States, whose GOV£RNMfiNT, as well as people, were secretly 
using their influence to exterminate f?om the coatinent of America monarchical instiiutioii^ 
bntTfound myself exposed to and opposed by a republican house of assembly.*' After my re- 
turn from England 1 had nothing wnatever to do with either government or people in then 
Biatas ; and they had no part in causing the revolt ; nor did the native Americans in Canada 
taice ths laboring oar in it. , If this country had secret emissaries I nev^r knew of it, nor dc I 
believe IL The re /oil in 1837 b^gan Nov. 6, in Montreal. That of 1838 never would have 
begun at all, had Lord Durham been kindly treated by England; bat his whig friends allow- 
ed him to bs denounced in the House of Peers, for an act 6f kindness and humanity towards 
eight Canadians sent to Bermuda ; and in the House of Commons sanctioned the insah his 
enemies Lad 'prepared elsewhere. His faults and foibles were many— I may not deny that 
Bat he had a manly soul, was harshly treated, meant rieht, would have conciliate all parties 
had be been let alone, and his indiscreet removal was tne signal for new troubles, in wnich T 
had no part whatever, although for several years, I confess it with regret, I would gladly have 
wimessed war on this continent Calmer reflections have since returned— and in the spirit 
in which 1 remained so long in Europe, ever anxioqs to avert the causes of war do I now 
write this statement. It is a pleasant thing lo see the statesmen of Britain at length pursuing 
that libsral policy which even a Home, a Roebuck, and a Buller cannot find fault with. 
What honest heart on this side the Atlantic, would darken the dawnings of a better day to 
mankind, with the bitter and bloody scourge of war, as if there were not pains and privations 
enough in the world which are unavoidable, without adding to them a renewal of those deadly 
struggles for power and dominion, which in the 25 years preceding I8l6, caused " counties* 
thousand^ to mourn" for the inhumanity of civilized man more savage than the tenant of the 
ibrestt 

I have not a wish left to see Canada incorporated with this Union. If it obtain a direct re- 
wesentation in the British Parliament, on the sagacious plan proposed by the fhr«eelng 
Pranklln, and renewed bv Hume in the House of Commons, it may remain connected with 
Britain for ages. Should that not take place, its annexation to these northern states is an 
event of no remote probabilitj^. At present, the chances are, that an invasion of Canada fhan 
this sid3 (although, considering the facility of transportation of men and materials, It might 
wove rather m^re successful than it did in 18l2), wcfuld end In a failure, or its equivalent. 
Ths clergy gensrally in Canada are unfavorable to achan^&— and although in 1837 and 1838, 
many irfthemto join In the movement, vet I have never smce seen one who was thus engag- 
ed eight years ago, that did not confjss nis disappointment on wimessing the working of the 
political machinery in gear here, and which we had oU so much admired. Of the population 
of the colonies there undoubtedly is a large majority at this day who are hostile to an annexa- 
tion to this Union— and there are no scarcity of states on this side the St Lawrence, quite as 
MaadUy opposed to an amalgamation with the Canadians. The more I see of the baleful eifeou 
of southam slavery, in retarding education and marring useful republican legislation, the moie 
averse am I to wimess more of the f^e north come under its destructive operation. 

Those who participated in the Canadian insurrections some years since, were, 1 think, ia 
error— not b3cause there was no good ground for revolt— nor because there was not enough of 
disaffxtion— no, nor yet on account oithe impossibility of success, (br it did seem to be at nje 
tims within our easy grasp— but because the reasonable probability of a happy terminanue 
was less strong than that of premature falhire. Lord Sydenham, with whom I nsed eome- 
tim3s to converse at Whitehall, when in London, did manv tjrrannical things In Canada, but 
he began to trust the people, was exp^ienced and practical, and set up those elective hx:ai or 
oooBty legislatiires among them which answer to the boards of supervisors here. He wraif 
to his brother in England, " I would willingly give land to settlers, bur there i», alas ! noae to 
give, except what is rendered valueless by the neighborhood of those cursed landjobbcrs who 
cm off all access to it" And again, " I know that as much as I dislike Yankee inetitudoiis and 
role, I woakl not hare fjn^ht against them, wliich thousands of these poor fellows the [ianiilT] 
eompact caH rebels did, if it were only to keep up such a government as they got" 

Th3 American people, in two wars, have assuredly got glory enough. If they were desixoos 
10 establish the fact that they are brave in battle, whether by land or sea, it is so well kaown 
as to be undispoted anywhere. But were it otherwise, would that be a reason for deetrqyiag 
commsrce, settlngthe whole world a fighting, kllHag vast numbers and wounding mant mote, 
demoralizing soci4v, creating mammjth national debts, and embarrassing a whole people bt 
an age to come, and all about some barren desert contended for t^ those who have already land 
enough for twenty times their number 7 

for many years, in Upper Canada, I gave all my energies to the task of instruct!'^ g the p^ 
^ in llM frilMslfles of popular government, so lar as I knew themr To comprehend the aidib 
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ous ciwufacter of the course I pursued, the reader would require to have resided in these times, 
in the colony. Many there were who covertly endeavored to bring about a change. I went 
straight ahead. A residence here has fully satisfied mv own mind, that I went too fast an^ 
too tar— that the ideal difference is much greater than tLe reality, and that no one is called 
upon to encourage bloodshed in 1846, on the banks of the St Lawrence, in order that Caogress 
may have longer sessions and more work, by the extension of such legislation as they bestow 
OQ the ten miles square to the larger area of the two Canadas. 

ft has often been said, here in I^ew York, that I was a party to the Shot Hills Invasion— the 
Prescott affiair, under Von Shonltz, Birge, &c. — the Windsor or Detroit inroad— and the Lower 
Canada insurrection of 1838. I was not consulted in, ilor a pax^ in any way to these enter- 
prises, ncr has any one that was concerned ever said so. Noah, in the Sun, Messenger, &c., 
msists that I injured the Canadian cause by cowardice, and pernaps I did. I do not find that 
awy fforiyjn. Canada have ever said so, however. Sir Richard BonnycasHe, of the Royal En- 
gineers, Toronto, in a book lately issued from the London press, plainly, and in the most dis- 
tinct terms, charges- me with having muxdered Colonel Moodie of the British Army, in cold 
blood, and even gives nnr alleged reasons for so doing ! Colonel Moodie^ aecompanied by Cape. 
Stewart of the Royal r^avy (an old officer who was at the battle of Aboular), and Lieut. 
Crewe, rode up ,to the rebd fines, dashed past the first line of sentinels, and fired a pistol at the 
second, opposite Montgomery's Hotel. Refusing to surrender, he was fired at in return by the 
sentinel, as ordered by the officer on guard, and died of the wound— Crewe and Stewart were 
then made prisoners. Stewart swore to a narrative of the facts, which appeared in flie Toronto 
newin>apers. About an hour before that, I hadieil for Toronto, with a guard of four horse- 
men (one of whom Capt Powell shot dead) — ^we arrested Capt. Powell and Major A. McDon- 
ell, and while I was on my way back, with McDonell in charge, as he states in his publish- 
ed narrative, a gentleman rode past and told us thait Col. M. had been shot or wounded. On 
our arrival at the hotel (Col. Lount being then in command there), I went instantly to see th^ 
dyln^: man, and he told all present that his own imprudence had caused his death. I never 
saw him before in my life ; and as his death was an open, public act, seen by many, and as F 
was at the time far distant, in chaige of McDonell, a more wanton lie was never told, and that 
too by a neighbor whom I had never wronged, and who must have known that the tongue of man 
never uttered a more wanton or malicious fahiehood. T*he Ctueen wrote a letter to the Colo- 
nel's widow, condoling with her as was natontl ; but where can Bonnycastle find a shadow of 
proof to his London story 1 Certainlf not in Upper Canada . 



[No. 314.1 Colonel W. E. Moore,' of Kentucky, assistant Editor of the Washington 
Globe, to W. L. Mackeiame, 162 Nassau s^, New York, 

Wasbinqton, D. C, Dec. 19. 1838. 
Dear Sir : ♦ ♦ ♦ Should — ^— come on, let him have a letter for me, ana he will 
find a friend with the will, if not the means, of Sjeconding his views. Of course yon'are 
aware that Mr. Papineau is here. • ♦ ♦ There are othCTparts of your letter I do not like. 
You must know that the only party t» this country which realfy ti^palhizes wUk the Canadian 
patriob is the democraUe. The Whigs, as a party, are opposed to ^m iK principle ; we are 
fmih yoib IN PEiNciPLB, m feding^ i» keart, and soul,' but circumstances, call them selfish, 
self-interest, if yoa please (we caull it our first duty to our country), harx thrown us into a false 
position^ but that only for a time. Much as we admire the man of our choice, placed by us 
at the head of the government, yet how did ebery democratic press in the cownltry receive hi s pro - 
clawuUionf How has U recevoed part of the annual Message, relating to Canada? WITH 
DEEP, DEEP MORTIFICATION. At heart there is not a NORTHERN or WES- 
TERN democrat, from the summit of the Allegfaanies^ the bosom of the Father of Waters, 

w west, and thence east along the feeders of the St. Lawrence to die Penobscot, who does not 

' regret It ; but we repose in the assurance that such documents were called for by the existing 
state of relations between the two countries. Yet that part of the message, as well as the pro* 
clamatlon, elicited the general praise of the whig jpress, from Mr. Gales downwards. Wnlle 
condemning every other portion of the message, this, most of them can laud. I can assvre you 
that there is a magazine of burning patriotism now buried in the bosoms of the democracy, 
that wants but a single spark to set it in an active fiame. Let the poor Prescott prisoners be 
massacred in cold'blood, and it will light up a torch in this country that all ^e influence and 
power of both governments will be unable to smother or quench. Bat what would you have 
us 4^ now t Surely we must not forget our high moral obligations as a govenmient, and we, 
the people, are the government in reality. We are at peaoe with Englimd ; why should our 

f ffovemment go to war with her, or tflke steps to hurry herself blindly into such a catastrophe *? 

I U may be that our executive may have exhibited too much solicitude to preserve peace ; but 

peace is the natural position of a republic, espedallv of an extended and diversified one like 
ours, l:^ WHERE AcauisiTioN WOULD BE A CURSE. J^ and glory but a poor return for the loss 

^ of blood and destruction of prosperity. It would be difficult to explain myself in a fbw harried 

A 
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lines^ but the democratic party in this country stand in this position ; tkeir pratfen^ tkeur ^^rm- 
paihteSf tkeir purses^ if tkiy wen rich enough {their personal services too. which would not be 
withheld on a reasonable prospect of success), are for the patriots, and yet they will sustain 
thdr government in a firm, dignified, but not tmcklio^ adherence to neutral obligations. We 



have NOTHING to gain by a war with Great BritainTnowever successful it mi^t terminate, 
and this is not the a^ for republics entering a contest for the establishment of abstract, 
though correct, principles elaewhere. We of the democratic party throughout the Union, 
however, are with jovl as citizens, and shall continue to be so. The federalists will oppose 
yon, in public and in secret, by sneering and by slander, ii^ a word, by every trick, till they 
see the bones oi the kst victim bleached on the plain, and they will blast his memory after- 
wards. Excuse these hasty thoughts. I have written with corresponding candor to your 
own ; but I have felt that your letter £d my party injustice. Happily, it will not be long ere 
your convictions will assent to all I say ; for, depend upon it, to the democracy alone can you 
look for support I aftiall be glad to hear from you. Your friend, W.' E. MOORE. 

JEem, PaiyiUer^ and IngersoTs Mnterview with Van Mhtren abata Mackenzie ImprisonmefU. 
[No. 315.1 To Messrs. William Gilmore and Robert Christy, Secretaries of the Demo- 
cratic Union Association, Philadelphia. Wishinoton, December 28th, 1839. Gentlemen:— 
On behalf of a resolution of the Democratic Union Association, for Messrs. Paynter, Ingeraol 
and myself to call upon the President of the United States and request his attention to a me- 
mcriial relative to the pardon of Willifln Lyon Mackenzie, it becomes my du^r to say that we 
have fully discharged the desire therein expressed. The President, who is at aU times anxioiw 
to gratify the desires of any portion of the people, regrets exceedin^y, that in the present juDc- 
tore of pending negotiations with Great Britain, it would be improper to interfere with the ac- 
tion of oar courts ofjustioe, and therefore at present could not decisively move in compliance 
with your wishes. Every possible means have been exerted to make the confinement of Mr. 
Mackenzie a nntninal onej and to gratil^ his every wish, save his release. My own private 
views are, that if the friends of Mr. Mackenzie would appeal to the magnanimity at tne pre 
aent representative of the British provinces in North America, ^ Hs re^iuat^ he would be re 

leased, and relieve the question from the embarrassment in which it seems involved. 

♦GEORGE M. EEIM. 

rNo.316.] GeorgeDawBon^EditoroftlMe Rochester Democrat, to W.L. Mackenzie, care of 
Dr. Cyienins Chapin, Bofiiio. 

RocHBSTER, Dee. 14, 1837. Dear Sir : — Allow.me, as one who admires the sublimo stand 
yourself and your associates have taken against t3rramiy, to teiuier you my sympathy. I have 
watched with intense anxiety the nrogress of events in Canada, and the intelligence of your 
revolt was received with irrepreasible satisfaction. Before open hostilities were avowed in 
the Upper Province, that drcumstances miffht hasten such hostilities, was my daily prayer. I 
knew toat she djoerved to be free, and believed that if she reserved upon freedom, it coald be 
achieved. My acqnaintanoe with you in my boyhood, and the tales of persecutions that have 
fi^kiwed you since that period, have been listened to and treasured np^ I knew your wrous, 
and earaestiy prayed for their redress. I looked to yon as a leader, and from my knowle^ 
of your charncter. expected that you would, sooner or later, assome a positkni at onoe sabUme 
and noble. T^*^or have my expectations &iled. I have seen your arm raised to strike the first 
olow for Lib:!ity. Would to God that its descent had not, to some extent, been foiled t But I 
still look upon the Sun of the Canadas as bat emerging from the morning ckmda. The day 
eannot be far distant when it shall shine renalendently in the asoendant 

In writin;^ to you, I have been requested by several of oar citizens to invite yon to visit dds 
dty, if yoa oooJd do so with safe^, and consistently with ydtar airan^ments. We are to 
have a me ting on Saturday evening, as you will see by my paper, which I send yoa ; and it 
would afi jrd me much pleasure to provide you with the hos^talities of my house. Please 
write me. Yoora sincerely, GEORGE DAWSON. 

»Gwiew>l Kelmt<Jdin6liiaM6lfthslthesbovewa«siraseo|»yefhUiM^ Awodsttoa. Bit 

extnocdlmuy advice, or blnif must have been glTra la coniaqaMioe of what Van Bnraa bad aald to the tkrM 
PWIadclpMa eongmnoieii. I waa adTlaed to appeal to Loid Sydeainin or Sir Georae Arthm't magnanlmiqr, 
is Caaaik; and tbo pnaldeBt of tbo United fliatea wovld be quite ready to paidoa & New York, iflt met the 
▼lawa ofthe Imlfht or baran that mlcht be lovenilBg for the time at Toronto ! Thla, of eoimo, Idld poichooae 
to sloop to do, and therefore had to wstt&t other five moatha* Imprisoiimeot— bat the very-day the Boltlnm* 
Ooaventton met, Vaa Baren waa made to lee that my amfinemaQt had been a very neat polldcat Mnnder, and 
I VMS laataoay leleeaed, althoofh the foUowInff note ehowa that he had not Intended to take inch a eoans. 

Noo^-John MorveU, flenalor, U. 8., to Morgan L. Gafe, Mlchliaa.— WAemaoron, Jan. 3, 18IO.~Dear flir : 
b mpiy to yomr Wtiar la lelatloB to the case of WUIiam h. iiaclm»te» I am only oaabled to ny lo yon, tlmt 
wpon reoeivlBg the petiliona for hia aaidoD, aa I am informed, ^y weio aentlo the tUatrtct Jndge and ibeDfa- 
Mct Attorney of Weatem New Yon, and that their report on las Ml^ect waa iseh as to neveat the assKles 
hy the Piealdsnt of the power of pardon on the oecasioa. JO0N NORVBU* 

t Smith Thompaon aad N. 8. Bentos 

»>Mw,rtmsKriMie W.L.H 
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[Na 317.] Col. R. 11 Johiwoii, Vice PteddexU U. S., to John Fegan, Esq., Philadelphia. 

CiTT Of Wasbinoton, 11th Ma^, 1840. My dear Sir :— Your highly eateeoed favor has 
been received, respecting the confinement of Mr. Mackenzie as prisoner, &c., in the jail ai 
Rochester. I ftel as deq>ly as man can feel the misfortune of that patriotic man. I consider 
his misfortune and his suffering very much like the hard fate and cruel destiny of many un- 
successful patriots before our time ; ind although the laws of nations and the laws of the land 
may have condemned him and l^:aUy consigned him to prison, I think that the demand of jus- 
tice is satisfied, and I should not heritate, with my views of the subject, to liberate, if I had the 
power : and I presume that I shall do, and have done, all I can to effect Uiis object. I am con^ 
ndent, however, that the President [Mr. Van Bureni has acted from his conviction of a sacred 
doty to do as he has done ; but I hope that he may feel himself justified, without injuiy to the 
diplomatic relations of the country, tn exercising the power of pardon in this case. In my 
delicate position, having no j^wer, and ezercisinp^ only that reasonable influence which my 
.ntnation gives ine, I do not wish to take any prominent agency in this matter, as it would not 
do good, and might do harm; but at this place, as far as it is correct and proper, I will do what 
lean to promote tfafiotject in view. RespectAilly, Rh. M. JOHNSON. 
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* Aa baas <m Ikmtn aUghting;, caaaa their Iraia, 
flattliag on pbuai, damoerala grour duab.'' 

]hfU^$ FrienMiffor Vam Hinvh.— •ffus ^md tie Unumj-^TTke OMe m Peik^^Bitckie, Heits, 
Polk*and Cass.-^&gn^icaiiU VcUsj-^Ddegates rewarded,— Marafs PoHUon tmd ProspecU. 
— T%e SjfracusB Nommaiiem,—Bifw Cmu lod tie €hme,—Cronoell mid Dickenson's Vwios.— 
Buyer's NaskviUe JSwnwy.— Fa» Burets Tkreais us the DemocraUe Bemew.—'WaUeer vke^ 
Buder round to TVxos, condemns Van Buren^ and neminaUs WrigH l^Ffagg set asidei-^ 
Morons TacLSancrofi on both sides.— 7%8 Tmo4kird RiOe.—BuUer on Hard Cider,— Van 
Buren for Poik^ DefUts^ and Tsxas.—Ckus and tke Ckerok»es.—CeL Young enraged,— Be 
heads the Texas Ticket, — C^SiMsan on Buman CatUe (not PoO^s Negroes),— Oeorge Mtfflin 
DaUas.—OU DaUasand his Bank,— Bis Son a U, S, B^ F. B. Man.—DaUas and HWans 
on the PubHcJ[tands,—Milmg€^ Senators. 



i Abb tiierediose who believe Pcdk friendly to Van Bureni JX me undeceive tfatm. When 

Polk and Ritchie and Walkser saw and reed the secret eorre^ndenceof Hoyt which I sent on 

\ to Waahiftfton, in Blay, and the discoveiy, and antic^iated pnfalicetion of which so deli^^iled 

^ them, would they one and aU,aa ako thoae of tiieir fiiends who got r "^ ^^ - '^ — 

frieiidly,havekqyt the secret iWimihe Van Bnie&a, Flaa ' 

the awflty tobe itaatlfld by the sodaen appaiftkm of myl__^^^ ^ 

casbdieveitl Polk and JacksQi^sp^er,«kMiMtf« l^uMM^keptt 
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at the head of its oolomiifl as the candidate of the puty for Baltiiiiore, whiic it threatened any 
Ten»essean who would vote for him there. Hearken lo Hogan and Heis^f I Jj- " We do 
" not believe Mr. Van Buren will receive one vote from the Teimessean delegation. If he 
" does, that delegate who votes knoMringly against the ^vishes of his constituents, will be 
" marked hereafter, as ^3, man unworthy of their confidence." Why did they keep up Van 
Boren's name over such remarks as these 1 The Texas letter was seized on as a |Retezt to get 
rid of a man whom certain leaders no longer wanted. Had Polk and Van Buren been on the 
very best of terms, althou£;h the latter jrielded to the former, would lane^uajp like the following 
have found its way into tne official journal, (Blair*s Qlobe,) on*the 19th of Jan. 18441 

" I care not how honorable a man may be, if he is a coward he cannot maintain his honor; 
and hence it is such a man is disqualified for the office of V. President. Now, sir. Col. King 
has never been insulted day after day; and, abpve all, he was never caught roughlv by the 
arm [by Wise] when escaping from the Capitol, pulled round.and told that he was tne * casf 
temptible tool of a petTf tyrant !' I pledge my head, if he is ever so treated, he will resent the 
insmt in the proper way. Will * A Tennessee Democrat' do the same in regard to Gov. ' 
Polkl What are the facts in regard to Gov. Pdk 1 He has been twice repudiated in his 
own State by large majoritie»---defeated by an inexperienced politician ; and it is not pre- 
tended that his name would add one paiticfo of strength to the ticket in any State of this 
Union." 

There was a clear understanding between Ritchie at Richmond and HeiM at Nashville, to 
^o for Cass if Van Buren could be set aside, and for Polk in prererenoe to dther. This was 
independent of Texas. Ritchie had made vlp his mind to have the printing of Congress. He 
was connected with B. Greene, who had a verv deep interest in Texan scrip and lands. He lived 
in a state that raised men and women for sale and traffic, into perpetoai bondage, as if they 
were cattle, through the home slave trade. If Van Buren obtamed power, Blajr would have 
his interest ; the north, with its Bryants, Sedgwicks, abolitionists, dec., would compel V. B. to 
itaow cold wtiter on annexation, or oust him ; and Viiginia went for the deiestalMe gains of 
her human shambles. Moreover, Van Buien's chance was very doubtftil. That h^ been 
proved in 1840. In the smnmer and fall of 1843, the Richmond Enquirer, in the form of let- 
ters to the editor, had said much in fiivor of Cass, and the Nashville Union, [Hoean and 
Heiss] copied liberally, *^ by request." The spring elections, of Connecticut and viigiiiia 
went against Van Buren f l^ler and Calhoun pushed on annexation, and coaxed Ritchie. 
The Richmond Enqoirer and Calhoun's Charleston organ became more and more harmoDioQs 
and united ; and on the month of the Convention, Ritchie gravely rebuked Blair tot censoring 
Calhoun, and told his friends that the Calhoun narty were with them, and that thev had the 
same views. Ritchie said, that Clay was ^ an electioneering demagogue, and would prore an 
arrant dictator," and that Texas must be had now, and not waited for 7(> years. Before the 
Convention met, Heiss's paper, the Nashville Union, plainly Ibretold that Polk would be 
.?hosen there, not as Vice President, but as President, altnough no public journal or meeCuie 
in the Republic had named him for the latter office. When the Convention met, Ritdne^ 
son, William F., was elected its principal secretary, and Viiginia and Tennessee went cor- 
dially together for the rule that two-thirds of its voles would be required to secure a nomina- 
tion thus defeating Van Bnren's nomination at the first ballot Virginia [Ritchie]^ Tennessee 
fPolk], Mississippi [Walker] and Geoigia. went together steadily ouring the first seven bal- 
lots, for Cass, not giving Van Buren a sineffe vote. On the dth ballot, Tennessee left Cass for 
Polk, and in the middle of the 9th, the N.Y.del^pation cave way, the fiuree dosed, and the 
vote for Polk was unanimous ! The result was, that alUiough Jackson was warmly aftached 
to Blair he had to make way for Pdk's friends--and the printingof Congress, whioi a con^ 

Smy of mechanics offered to do, as well as Ritchie does it, and tlSOfiOO a year cheaper, was 
e fit reward of the intrigues of the Nashville Union, and his new partner of te Rirhmflad 
Enouirer. Was there a boigain 7 Is it even probable that Jackson really desired the election 
of Van Buren ? Polk knew that Ritchie was an original eneniy of Jackson's daims, but be 
also knew his influence in Virginia. He seems to have agreed with the principal, Ritchie, 
and the agent, Virginia, followed of oootk. If no one baigaiiied tot a lemrd, it is ; 



lous how they all got it Polk had the White Hoosef Rifediie and Heiss, the printing; 
■"' " . ~ . ^ «. .-..-. ^ ^ . _ «. r the War 



Woodbury, the Bench ; Cave Johnson, the Post-office ; Bancroft, the Navy: mm»«.^ . ».««*•« 
office : Gillet, [anti-Cass] the Registership ; Butler, his old berth ; Mason ffrora Tyler^ cabi- 
net), the Attorn^ Generalship. Tyler gave Ids infloeiiee, as presideot of the U. 8. and TesEas 
wa^ annexed. The Van Buren section wauled Coddington for Collector here : but the Marcy 
section, with the aid of Hoyt's letters, (about Ifae opportune appearanee of wUcn there is yet a 
secret untold,) put in Lawrence. The scheming at Bahimore, in the ConventioD, began with 
t rayer and praise; after whi<^ the deigyman^ with very good taste, read to them the 101st 
VBak^**mth4avwrktCkdeceUtkaU'iiadwdlwUHnmmk0^ kt that kKMk Ues tk&U itH tmry 

I would advise some active and hoviest editor to totoa a list of the Convention and eompeie 
it with Polk and Wdker's appointments, with th» muoKSol the diraoiofa ctf tbe pet buk^ 
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with the N. Y. Costom House, beguming with Peter Crawford, and with Oliver Lee & Co. 
pet bankers, Bufialo, and if he does not obtain presumptive .proof of a base and mercenary 
bargain to elect James K. Polk, and of the Aufilmttit of its personal and pecuniary condi- 
tions, too, I shall be meet agnreeably mistaken. 

Those who have known William L. Marcy long and well, assure me, and I believe it, 
that he is an adroit, maaagiug man— more so, perhaps, than Van Buren; cautious, but un- 
der no control of principle, in the War Department, Marcy expects to make a fortune (for 
somebody), out of the vast contracts and patronage in his gift He went into the scheme of 
Canadian annexation — advised his friends on the fVontier — was privy to his wife's brother's 
junction with us at Navy Island— on the very best terms with certain influential Canadians 
— came to Buffalo during; the troubles in January, 1838, and spoke strongly in favor of the go- 
ahead policy to certain mends of the Canadians. Walworth and Croswell, and Porter, (then 
Register), took the same view. When Van Buren saw that the affair was a failure, or likely 
so to be, he advised Marcy, Croswell, &c., to wheel about, and they did so. The British par- 
liamentary papers show that Marcy hired emissaries, and was really active in procurii^ infor- 
mation for tne Canadian authorities, and the Journal of Commerce rightly said, Jan. 10, 1838, 
" We have the best jiuthority for stating, that there is a good understanding in regard to the 
Canada troubles, between the cabinet at Washington and me British minister," Fox. In his 
present position, in case of war, there would be a suspension of cash payments, the banks 
would lend their woithleas paper to the sovemment, and live in cloveiv— the war bureau would 
be the leading department of tne adminutration— 4he influence of its head would be immense; 
and he might look with good hope to the reversion of Polk's chair, althon^ I am told he flatters 
Walker and Polk, by teiUng them that war would assuredly secure it either to the one or the 
other. The Sub-Treasury, if worked againf Hoytfashiany would be a real gold mine. 

On the 5th of Sqprtember, 18i3, a state Convention met at Syracuse ,W. L. Maicy, president 
-^79 for Marey, ^for Young- The plan was, to name at cmce, 34 del^ates, to represent the 
State at BaJtixnore in the Presidential convention, and it was Marcy's wish to have a majority 
of them composed of politicians whom he could control, so as to appear to support Van Buren, 
bat in reality to go for the candidate who would pay best— say for Cass; or Tor Polk, if Cass 
proved unavailaUe. Failing to get that majority, Marcy was dropt as one of the State dele- 
gates, and Young taken. A committee to choose delegates was appointed^ and the choice of a 
dele^Oe for eacn congressional district left to the member of that committee for that district. 
Oliver Lee, the Buffalo [Polk pet] banker, Erastus Coming, Daniel S. Dickinson, J. W. Brown. 
Henry K. Smith, John C. Wright, Nathan S. Roberts of the canals/Thomas B. Mitchell, an^ 
John Stryker, were, I believe, strong Marcy delegates ; but when the j6 assembled at Baltimore, 
B. F. Butler and Samuel Young headed the Van Buren section, and they were the most nume- 
rous ; that cause alone is stated to have prevented Marcy and Mb friends nom giving the vote of 
New York to Cass on the 7th ballot, which, with the influence it would have cairied. would have 
secmned to Cass the ncxnination. On the eighth ballot, Greoigia, Tennessee, the Bancroft sec- 
tion of the Maseaehusetts delegation, Woodbory's interest (New Hampshire), Walker's folks 
(Mississippi), and two from Pennsylvania (personal friends of Buchanan) went for Polk— on 
the 9th, all parties took him up : and Calhoun's men, Pickens and Elmore, who were in the 
secret, played their parts in the drama, going heartily (not a doubt of it) for "Polk and Texas, 
Texan scrip, and down with liberty ana the ways or seventy-six." 

The New York delegation, so far as the Croswell, Marcy, and Dickinson section were con* 
cemed, are generally believed to have desired to throw Van Buren overboard, and to have 
secretly canvassed against him, and told other members of the Convention, that so much could 
be said to his discredit, that if nominated, all wotild be a failure, and New York State lost ; 
which was probably true. Wliy did Butler and the majority, on the opposite side, prevent the 
nomination of Cass from Michigan, and call forward Polk, whom his editor, Heiss, knew and 
had already announced as the nominee, though he was 700 miles distant % m May, 1844, Dr. 
Beekman, banker, Kinderhook, a friend of van Buren, and now a senator, was on a visit to 
Albany; and he reported on his return, that Marcy, Dickinson, and Croswell were undermin- 
ing him and deserting his camp. Van Buren wrote to Butler immediately, and the latter set 
off on his well known mission to Nashville armed with instructions to tickle Jackson's vanity, 
by asking him to come forward a third Lme as a candidate, and thus preserve the party 
from ruin. This he well knew that Jackson would not do -, but the Boston Post, as instructed, 
declared that his health, just then, had not been so robust for years; and in the Convention, 
May dSth, a member proposed him, but it did not take. Van Bnren's retreat could not be thus 
covered. At Nashville, a secret arrangement was made, that if Van Bureu could not be 
nominated. Polk should be, in preference to Cass. Is this the reason why Butler was appoint- 
ed to a S30,000 office here, by Polk, the moment he had the power 1 What is the tenure by 
which he now holds it 1 Butler, in convention- wanted to take the lead in proposing PoU^ 
when the time had come to dro^ Van Buren, out Hubbard was before him ; and the man 
whom Jones, a whig, had defeated in Tennessee, at the then next previous election for go- 
vernor, by a plurality oi 3,d33 out of n2,*781 votes, thus became President of the Union, with^ 
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out even a township nomination, and in the teeth of infitrnctions by 16 state eonventicns tc 
suj^rt another, van Bnren never got over 13 votes ftom the whole of the slave states. In- 
^rigue had been his dement, and his own pupils now outshone their master. 

The Democratic Review for June looked (as a last resource) to a junction of the free north 
and west, and the abjuration of the slaveholders, if no bargain could be made with theoL The 
reader will at once see that fii^tler, and not the Regent (CSullivan), most have been the writer 
of the following para^phs, which are bt adtroritt : 

" It is possible, very possible, that he [Van Buren] may not be nominated—that many of his 
** own personal irienas within its (the Baltimore Convention's) members, not loving Caesar less 
" but Rome more, may be the first to cast a reluctant and sorrowful vote against his name. If 
" the Convention should come to the conclusion, on a broad survey of the whcle ground, that 
" the influence of this new question [Texas] fe really and truly such as to destroy or endanger 
** the hope of his election — that any other candidate, worthilv fulfilb'ng the condition of being 
" a true and trusty democrat, can bring more favorable auspices into me contest with the com- 
*^ mon foe — ^be it so. Though we have never before assumed the rioht to speak for Mr. 
" Van Buren, yet on this occasion and this point we do not hesitate to assert, that he 
" will himself, in that event, be found foremost among the first, and truest among the tme, in 
« support of the decision of tne Convention." 

The writer next specially addresses the slave states, THE SOUTH, telling them the conse- 

2uences that would follow their deviation from the decision of the party, when delivered at 
(altimore. These aie his words : 

X^" Why, there will be a burst of indignation from the NORTH for which you are little 
S:^ prepared. They will abjure you and tour capricious, if not treacherous alliance, and 
f^ leave you to sustain yourselves by yourselves, against all the forms of foreign attaek, 
SJp> which will then be a thousand fold multiplied and embittered. No son of yours need 
^^ then indulge a vain aspiration for that high honor for which die votes of Northern Demo- 
S:^cracy are threefold more necessary than those of Southern Chivalry. The great free 
i:^ Norm and the sreat free West will then take the matter of Presidentpmaking into their 
fl^own steadier ana trustier hands." 

On the 23d of April, 1844, in the correspondence of the N. T. Evening Post, I find it re- 
marked, that *' If the cause of our disasters, as many of our best and most constant advocates 
.of republicanism seem to think, is the want of f^ new name at the head of our ranks,«0 
we are willing, as individuals, to abandon our first choice, and to rally with equal ardor feo^ 
standard of Cass, Johnson, or anybody else." 

Judge Douglass of Illinois has recently proclaimed the important fact, that the Texas and 
Oregon resolution adopted at Baltimore, was drawn up by R. J. Walker, and offered to the 
Convention by his brother adventurer, Benjamin F. Butler, as one of their claptraps far 
President making. Van Buren opposed to Texas, and his man, Butler, taking the lead for it ! 
The Resolution is in these words : 

• ■ ' " Besoiwd, That our title to the whole of the territory of Oregon is clear and tmqnestionable ; 
that no portion of the same ought to be ceded to Enjgland or any other power ; and that the 
reoccupation of Oregon, and toe re-annexation of Texas, at the earliest practical period, are 
fipreat American measures, which this Convention recommends to the cordial support of^ the 
aemocracy of the Union." 

Looking at the corrupjt and mercenary character of Butler, we ask the reader if his position 
as district attorney here, is not presumptive evidence that when he thus shifted round to become 
Walker's catspaw, there was an understandino;, the conditions of which Polk hastened to fulfil % 
Walker was van Buren's most determined enenpiy at Baltimore ; Butlernis professedly 
warmest friend. He went to Baltimore with Young, to oppose annexation. Why did he 
there become Polk's organ for denouncing as traitors all who would not consent toiti 
Walker vehemently denounced Van Buren because he dtwrst not go for annexation. Why did 
he propose to the Convention that Silas Wright, who professed the veiy same creed as Van 
Buren, and had voted against annexation in the senate, should be the candidate for Vice 
President 1 and why did the knaves, who had voted down Van Buren on that score, vote up 
Wright at Walker's nod *? Was there any principle there % Butler's resolution on Texas, as 
adopted, implied a censure on Benton, Wnght, and Van Buren, for not going straight with 
theparty'J 

The understandmg, when Polk left Nashville, was that Plagg, our Comptroller, should be 
put at the head of the treasury ; but Walker and otners influenced him so that he decided 
Uiat the member of the cabinet for N. Y. should be Marcy, for the department of war. 
Marcy, I am well informed, is much more practical than Bancroft, whom ne manages, and 
thus controls in a large degree, the navy. He may out-general Van Buren yet, although it is 
but a lotterv. He was re-elected e^ovemoc of this state in Nov., 1836, with nearly 3,000 
majority. In the winter of 1837, die party were omnipotent. Nine months after they were 
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entirely rooted. E. Lamed, Marcy'A relatire, is pcesident of one of the copper companies on 
Lake Saperior. They are all in Marcy's department He also locates the lands. S. C. 
Frey, a brother-in-law of Mr. Calhoon, a late M. C fr(»n Mass. wrote me last Nov., that 
when the insorrection broke out in Canada, in 1837, Mr. Wills, senator from St, Lawrence 
county, was requested to see Gov. Marcy on the subject ; that he did so, and immediately 
wrote to Morristown to ■ — — " Tell yom* Canadian fiiends that they may rest assured 
that Gov. Marcy will interfere no farther than the laws of the country compel him, and that 
they have his brat wishes for their success." " With the example of neutrality law, as admin- 
istered in the case of Texas, and Jackson's unmeaning proclamations [Frey writes me] we 
interfered ; but soon foond that our rulers were far more anxious to extend the area of slavery 
than that of freedom ; and that our laws had one aspect and operation on the banks of the St 
Lawrence, and qVite another on the borders of slave-fireeing Mexico." When the time 
comes, Mr. Marcy and his firiends wiU have facts that may be as inconvenient to hear, as if 
given now. 

Gteorge Bancroft, like Marcy, has " principle in proportion to his interest." A northern 
man, he set up for Congress in 1834, with an address to suit the meridian (^Massachusetts^ 
of which a sample follows : 

*' Slaves are capital ; the slaveholder is a capitalist Free labor will be the first lo demand 
the abolition of slavery ; capital will be the last to concede it We would not interfere wiUi 
the domestic regulations of New Orleans or Algiers, but we may demand the instani abolition 
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and should assist tree labor to recover its rights 
in the capital of the country. ♦ • • ♦ GEORGE BANCROFT." 

Bancroft was formerly a schoolmaster, his associate being Joseph G. Cogswell of N. Y., he 
was onnnally much opposed to Jackson, but conformed, as he did at Baltimore, and now does 
in the mk cabinet. He is a sensible speaker, but no orator; and stuck to Van Buren till 
matters were otherwise arranged. His best performance is his history. In his eology on Old 
Hickory, delivered at Washington, he o&red a specimen of anti^^limax, thus : 

" And Jackson returned to his own fields and his own pursuits, to cherish his own jdanta- 
tion ; to care for his servants ; to look after his stud.'' 

Only five entii« states, Maine, New*Hampshire, Ohio, New York, and Missouri, voted 
against the two-third rule. It was evident that Van Buren was believed to be odious among 
the people, evervwhere ; yet, had Ritchie said the word, Van Buren would have had the 
nomination, such is the power of leaders to combine ibr the spoils, in the way that wiUpn> 
mole their interest Walker was strong as^ainst Van Buren; and Rantool, whom Tyler 
wanted to m^e secretary of the treasury, spoke against Butler, and for the two-thirds. Mar- 

S' said little, but set others forward. Van Buren got 146 votes at first, and went down gradu- 
ly to 99. M'Nulty, the ex-clerk of Congress, was strong for Van Buren. Frazer of Pa., 
who was in Buchanan's confidence, canvassed and made speeches for Polk ; and Cave John- 
son announced for Blair and Rives that they would go for the nominee, be he who he might 
Senator Allen, of Ohio, S. Medary, B. Tappan, Jacob Brinkerhofi) and Dr. Alex. Duncan, 
were for V. B. Senators Hannegan [the son ca an Irish emigrant], and Haywood, were for 
Cass. In reply to Walker, Butler saia '* he was very sorry, indeed, to find his friends, Messrs. 
Walker, of Mississippi, and Saunders, of N. Carolina, referring to the precedent of 1840; the 
log-cabin, hard cider, coon hunting precedent of 1840. He could stamp them under his feet 
(he was tmderstood to say, stamping violently on the floor as he spoke;." Walker rejoined 
that Butler's was the finest specimen of tall vaulting he had seen oi a long time. Walker, iA 
1840, Was a Van Buren delegate to Baltimore. 

I was present at a large meetine in the Park, N. Y., on Jnne 4th, to respond to the nomina- 
tion of Polk and Dallas, and heard a letter from Van Buren read, which nad been addressed 
to Gansv. Melville and others, from Ldndenwald, Jtme 3, 1844 : 

t^' I have known Messrs. Polk and Dallas long and intimately. I have had fineqnent 
Q> opportunities for personal observation of their conduct in the discharge of high and respon- 
S:^su>le public duties. The latter has by my appointment represent^ the country abroad 
f:^ with credit and usefulness ; they are both gentlemen possessed of high character ; of un- 
^^ questioned and nnouestionable patriotism and integri^ ; able to discharge the duties of the 
|:jr stations for which they have been respectively nominated, with advantage to the country, 
f:^ and honor to themselves. Concurring with them in the main, in the political principles 
f:^by which their pnblie lives have been hitherto distinguifdied, I am sincerely desirous for 
S:3r their success." 

At a similar meeting held in Fanenil Hall, Boston, Mr. Bancroft said : that man who would 
agree to a mean submission to England, as to Oregon, let him turn aside and not vote 
for Polk— that as to Texas, Polk would not be found a lackey, taking his cue from St 
James's; thatthere would benowarwith Mexico; andthatthe convention "looked with one heart. 
to Young Hickory of Tennessee. Startling was the efiect when the delegation from Maine an- 
nounced its vote for James K. Polk ! Cneering, most choering fjollowed the plumper from 
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New Hampshire. And then, ere the final result was annoanced, eame the ananimoas vote 
of M«Tssachuseiis, and ia succession, the unanimous vote of every state." General Cass*s sac- ^ 
cess in Georgia and Alabama is accounted for by a reference to his efforts to harass the poor 
Indians. Half the Globe of March 31, 1834, is filled with his strictures on the Supreme Court 
for its honest decision of the Georgia question. He concludes, " First, that civilized com- 
munities have a right to take possession of a country, inhabited by barbar<>\is tribes, to as- 
sume juiTsdiction over them, and to *- combine within narrow limits,' or, in otl er words, to ap- 
propriate to their own use, such portion of the Territory, as they think proper. Second, that 
m the exercise of this right, such communities are the judges of the extent of jurisdiction to be as- 
sumed, and of Territory to be acquired." He then argues, that this power of judging i«sts with 
the States, the lecisJatures of which may subject Indians, who have not yielcied op their sove- 
reignty, to what laws thev please. As Van Buren vtrs of Jackson's opinico, and as Jackson, 
B.utler, WoodbuiT, and all the cabinet were of one mind (for so saith Cass), the removal of the 
Cherokees, and the bloodhounds set upon the Seminoles was surely glory enough ! The In- 
dians were driven westward, ju5t a hundred years from the time when John Wesley had land- 
ed at Savannah, a missionary of Christ to convert them. That teacher of teachers got a lesson 
there. A grand jury of the colonists indicted him as a law-breaker, and the magistrates pro- 
nounced his departure a flight from justice ! Ninety years after, and with the express per- 
mission of the President of the United States, Samuel A. Worcester went to preach to these 
Indians, was arrested for so doing, ordered for four years to the penitentiary ot Georgia, ana 
only released when the Supreme Comt of the Union had, through Mr. Justice McLean's excel- 
lent and lo^cal argument and decision, pronounced a barbarous law and the action thereon, 
null and void. 

Colonel Young, at Baltimore, was true to V«m Buren, and opposed the canvass for Polk 
as long as he could. A letter from a friend at the Convention, to his friend here, si^ " Col. 
" Young is quite in a rage, and even hints that the friends of the other candidates have con- 
" spired to defraud V. B. Every delegate from Pennsylvania was pledged under hand and 
" seal to vote for V. B., but sevearal of the most active oi them visited Buchanan previously, 
" at Washington, who told them to support a motion that would be made for a two-third rule, 
" and after that do as they pleased. Twelve out of five-and-twenty did so, and ^Hien V. B.'s 
" fiay had gone past, arrangements were made to briiig forward the Texan candidate. Young 
'* declares that Cass, Calhoun, Woodbury, Walker, and even Johnson, are among the con- 
" spirators ; and that the democratic platform, of fidelity to instructions, is knocked firom under 
** our feet, the party cleft in twain, and Texas and its abominations, tied round our necks like 
" a millstone. Texas is to be acquired by propagandism and incorporation, the principles 
" which drove Europe into arms against the ambitions and reckless spirits in the French re- 
" public By encouragement, secret sometimes, avowed when it was thought best, Italy, 
" Switzerland, the Rhenish provinces, the Tyrol, Belgiiun, &c. were induced to revolt against 
" the existing powers. Tyranny used the form and sacred name of liberty to induce these 
** countries to exchange one set of masters for another — die imperial decree went forth, and 
♦* liberty and annexation, of the true Texan stamp, went hand in hand. Where are an- 
'* nexing principles to terminate 1 At Cape Horn ? At tlie north pole 1 Shall we annex 
»* Cuba, St Domingo, Jamaica, the whole west Indies, enpassaiU, with slaveiy as a sort of 
•* shade or veil to liberty's brightness, and all to uphold our * peculiar institutions V If we try, 
" I fear that the example of France will keep good througnout." Young's passion cooled. 
He headed the electoral ticket which gave the votes of N. Y. to Polk and Dallas, and they 
owe to New York not only their nomination, but also their election ; nor could Van Buren, in 
1836, have been elected without New York. He richly deserved his fate in 1840 and '44. 

Van Buren's friend, O'SuUivan, in the party journal here, the Democratic Review, let the 
cat out of the bag, and confessed that the leaoers considered public virtue S;^ all a humbug 
I quote the number for April, 1843 : " Since the election of 1840, we have pretty much ceasSl 
" to speak of, or confide in, the * intelligence of the people.* . . . We confess we could 
" haroly forbear exclaiming in vexation and contempt, * well, after all, nature will out ; the 
" poor devils, if we but let them alone, will vutke eatlie of themselves, and why should we 
" waste our time and substance in trying to hinder them firom makiDg themselves catQe V 
* . . . If we wish to secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of freedom and 
*<good government, we must procure stronger guarantees than popular suffi-age and popular 
" virtue and intelligence. . . . Suffrage rests for its basis, as a guarantee of freedom and 
"good government, on the assumed intelligence and virtue df the people. Now this may be 
" very beautiful in theory, but when we come to practice, this virtue and intelligence of the 
*' people \aaUa kumbu^" When the election of Polk and Dallas had put our slanderers into 
power again, their Remew wheeled round, and hoisted up the millions from their place with (he 
cattle to the oldperfectional standard of 1829. 

A brief sketch of the life of George Miffiin Dallas of Philadslpfaia would induce many 
readers to conclude like me, that what is called d^nocracy, die democratic party, is, so &r 
OB most of the leaders or chiefs are concerned, an agreement to hunt together after public 
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plonder, or to divida it among the initiated when drained, by a soit of scale previously agreed 
on. Dallas, the champion of the U. S. bank in 183S, was Van Buren's choice, as ambassador 
to Russia, in 1837, and the selection of the leaders at Baltimore, in 1844, for Vice President of 
the U. S., with the cry of eternal hostility to a National Bank ! If I cannot pat sacli men to 
shame, I can and dare express for their mean conduct that contempt which a true republican 
ought to feel. 

George M. Dallas was bom on the lOth of July, 1792, at Philadelphia— is the eldest son of 
Alexanoer James Dallas, a lawyer of Scotch extraction or birth, who came to America in 
1783, became Secretary of the U. S. Treasury last war, died in Jan. 1817, and is spoken of by 
Col. Duane as artlul, ambitious, one of the worst of the public men of that age. While at 
rhe head pf the Treasury, Oct. 17, 1814, he thus describes the eflfect of the pet bank system, 
which, equally aware of its vidousness, his son George and M. Van Buren united in 1834, to 
re-establish, 

"The nraltlplteatloa of banks In tho leveral ttates has ao increiued the quantity of paper currency, that it 
" would be diiocalt to calculate Its amouut ; and still more difficult to ascertain Its value, with referance to the 
" capital on which i%hu8 been Issued. But the benefit of even this paper cuntency is in a great measure lost, 
'* as the Attspenslon of payments in specie at most of the banks has sudaenly broke the chain of accommodation. 
** that previously extended the credit and the circulation of the notes which were emitted In ooe state into 
''every stale hi Che Union. It may in geneial be affinned, therefore, that there exists at this time no adequate 
** circulating medium common to the citizens of the United 8iate«. The monied transactions of private life are 
" at a stand ; and the fiscal operations of government labor under extreme inconvenience. It Is imposiible 
** that such a state of things should be long endured.** 

With the above official statement, addressed to J. W. Eppes, chairman of the Ways and 
Means in Congress, he sent the plan of a new National Bank as the remedy, and his plan 
was, Isi, that it should be chartered for 20 years, with power to place its branches* anywhere 
through the states, 50 millions capital, 100,000 shares of S500 each— 2d, that corporations, 
companies or individuals might subscribe for 90 millions, and the United States government 
be a parmer, holding 20 millions of die stock— 3d, that of the 30 millions, four-iifths, or 24 
millions, should be paid in certificates of public debt, and 6 millions in specie, the payments to 
be at stated periods--4th, that the U. S. &ould pay its 20 millions in stock, (obligations to pay 
at some future time,) and the bank lend the United States government 30 millions of dollars at 
6 per cent interest l—dth, that neither the capital, the notes, nor the deposites or dividends 
should be taxed, either by the U. S. or any state, and that no other bank should be chartered by 
Congress— 6ch, that there should be 15 directors, of whom the President of the U. S. should 
choose five, one of whom to be the bank president, and the ten to be chosen annually by the 
other stocknolderB, voting in proportion to their shares, by proxy or in person — ^and 7th, diat 
the bank paper should be a good payment in all nayments to the United States. At the same 
time, Mr. Dallas proposed a tax of 30 cents a gaUon on all home distilled whiskey, gin, dec., 5 
cents per lb. on tobacco and snuff, 3 cents per lb. on home made leather, 7 per cent on home 
made paper, $300 fiW on lawyers* processes, S260,000 on conveyances and mortgages, and 
100 per cent addition to the U. S. dii«ct taxes, as the Customs revenues, which even a Jesae 
Hoyt cooid not reduce below ten millions, did not exceed four in war times. I mention these 
things to remind the prosperous that a war now would be their greatest enemy. 

QeoTge M. Dallas was taught law by his father, went to Russia as Albert Gallatin's secretaiy 
in April, 1813, in his 2lst year, married Miss Nicklin, the daughter of a Philadelphia mer- 
chant, and was appointed in Feb. 1817, Solicitor to the United States Bank. In 18'^1, he weatt 
for Calhoun as President— was mayor of Philadelphia in 1828, and in 1829 appointed by Jack* 
son the U. S. District Attorney for Pennsylvania, the legislature of which sent him to the U. 
S. Senate in 1831. In 1832 he was entrusted by Nicholas Biddle with the petition of the U. S. 
Bank for a new charter for 15 years, which charter he reported, as chairman of the Senate's 
coinmittee, and was throughout its unwearied and willing advocate. He declared the institution 
to be very useftd, even ifkftjpenjoAZe— he made many speeches in its favc»:, affirming, Jan. 90. 
that the bank was " enacted under the influence of the j^urest motives, for admirable jporposes." 
He voted with Clay and Webster to put down a proposition requiring the consent otthe States 
to the establishment of branch banks — he voted against Benton's amendment which went to pre- 
vent foreigners from holding stock-wmd against Marcy's reserving to Congress the right to 
repeal thecharfeer, and to the states to tax the bank; also against White's requiring the bank to 
pay 3 per cent on deposits. The bill passed June llth^ Dallas voting for it. July 10, Jackson 
vetoed the bill, and declared it unconstitutional ; but with Clay and Webster, Dallas, on the 
13th, voted against the veto, and that the bill was constitutional and ought to pass. W. Wil- 
kins, Ms brcoier'iii-law, voted with him ; and on July 7. 1836^ he wrote his memorable letter, 
in which he said : " Of the Constitutional power of the rfational Government to create a bine 
I did not then, nor do I now entertain a douot. Of the ability of Congress to create such a baxk 
as would be a safe machine of finance and a serviceable agent in preserving a sound curroi- 
^, I THEN was, and still am^ convingbd." His opposition to &e scheme for converting the U. 
S. Bank into a State Bank, evinced great judgment and foresight Even the United States 
Gazette now condenms that act As a State Bank it sought to monopolize the cotton trade of 
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the south, and failed. It obtained the state stocks of Michigan and ladiana, and jdedged diea 
in London for more than they were worth. " The United States Bank, by a suspension of 
specie payments, had forfeited its charter. Its effects were about to pass into the haiids of Re- 
ceivers, when a Van Buren Governor [Porter] and Senate interposed, and not only saved its 
life and legalized a protracted suspension, but allowed the stockjobbers to receive dividends 
while the Bank was paying its debts in irredeemable paper !" So saith We^. The Bchuyl' 
kill failed at the same time, and such was the fiu^o^t^of the legislature and Gov. Porter, thai 
they allowed the Pennsylvania banks to divide 6 and 7 per cent as profits, when they were 
openly bankrupt If the misery caused to thousands by the sinking m 36 millions of capital 
in the Schuylldll and U. S. Banks could be seen by the people, no such depaitnres from the 
laws of trade and corrency would again be allowed. 

The Baltimore Convention which nominated Polk and Dallas resolved, that they were op- 
posed to the distribution of the proceeds of the pubUc lands among the states. On Judy 3d, 
1832, in Senate, Dallas and his brother-in-law, Wilkins, voted for Cla^s bill to disfiribttte the 
proceeds of the public lands among the states, and that not by instructions, but as their unbi> 
assed opinion. Clay, Ewing, Bell, Webster, FrelinFhuysen, Poindcxter, and Dickerson were 
on the same side, and the boll passed. So, too, on Internal Improvements, Dalla^ went with 
Clay in 1833, against Benton, Y/m Buren and Jackson— and, in 1837, Van Buren made him 
his Russian ambassador, offered him a seat in his cabinet in 1839, and in 1844 wrote to the 
citizens of New York, that he approved of him as the candidate of the arUirbank party for the 
office of Vice-President ! In 1833, Wolf appointed Dallas attorney-general of Pennsylvania. 
In Senate, in 18^2, Dallas voted against inquiring into Van Buren's conduct and in favor of 
his appointment as ambassador to England. To be true to Van Buren and his confederates, 
and able to serve the leaders, was the real test in 1837, and something aktn to it is the test now. 
The decision Dallas gave, as Vice-President, in March, 1845, that those who firamed the law 
for paying mileage to senators intended to place it in the power of the President of tlie U. S., 
by calling a new session of the Senate to-morrow, as a successor to that which closes to-day, to 
pay the senators over $30,000 for travelling many Uionsand miles to and from Washington, 
when not one of them had left the city or travelled the first mile, was so iniquitooa that 1 set 
him down at once as tittle better than a cheat in democratic politics. When the session termi- 
nated, March 3, he decided that the senators, not one of wjumi had left Washington, were en- 
titled to mileage or travelling charges to and from their homes, however distant, though the 
new executive sitting began within ten houn of the close of the old ! ! Such outrageous con- 
duct encourages men in less elevated stations to act dishonestly. Ashley of Ark. g& $1680^ 
Barrow of La., $1840— Johnson, $1840— Sevier of Ark., $1^80U Atchison of Mo., $1336— 
Breese and Semnle of Ills.. $1480 each— Jamagin of Tenn., $1200— Woodbridge of Mich., 
$903— Bagby ana Lewis or Ala., $960 each— and so on for the others. Had this man not 
been a profltegte pretender, he had not received the support of Van Buren. I think it was one 
of Bennetts Herald correspondents who exposed this miquity in detail. He stated that Danid 
C. Dickinson, not satisfied with receiving pay for two ioumeys never performed, tried hard to 
be paid for three ! How painful it is to have to wnte in this way of a man who was voted 
for by millions of men as the V. P. of the republic ! 

V. P. Dallas is an excellent speaker, a man of prepossessing and dignified deportment, and 
winning, courteous manners; and has the reputation of being a good scholar. He is taH, 
spare, and has an intellectual look, with a high, narrow forehead, thickly covered with long 
dlvery locks. 

THOMAS RITCHIE, 
The Editor of T%e Union, at Washington, is about seventy years of age— tall, thin, spate, and 
rather bent— has a long, ddn face, with a fine, bright eye, and a very prominent nose, but has 
lost his teeth. His gait is quick, restless, and somewhat tremulous; he is neat in his drea^ 
fond of talking, and unwearied in industry; possesses tact, talent, great knowledge of men 
and things ; is a tively old gendeman, affable, courteous, polite; an editor of 43 years' stand- 
ing, having commenced the Richmond Enquirer in his native state, on the 19th of May, 1804^ 
and left it with his sons, William F. and Thomas Ritchie, Junior, in the summer of 1844, when 
he removed to Washington to take charge of Polk's new paper. Mr. RitdHe- entered active 
life as a teacher or usher in Richmond, was married on the 7th of February, 1807, to Miss Isa- 
bella, daughter of Dr. William Foush^e, sometime postmaster of Richmond, and who died in 
1824, aced 75. In 1807, Ritchie was an enthusiastic advocate of home manufactures. That 
year, in December, Mr. Monroe and fiimily returned to Richmond from abroad, and at a Vir- 
ginia Welcome given to him, the governor being in the diair, &e sixth regular toast was, 
*' American Manufiictures, the true support of genuine independence''— received with three 
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theers. Next first of June, a meeting was held at the capitol, Richmond, the governor pi«sid- 
ing, and Ritchie secretary ; when his (Ritchie's) father-in-law pressed that a committee should 
be named ** to digest a plan for the establishment of manufactures," and the governor named 
the late President Monroe, William Wirt, Peyton Randolph, George Hay, &c. The meeting 
also resolved with one accord to appear at the next 4th or July dressed m articles the manu* 
facttire of some of the states. In 1829, Ritchie and his Enquirer had veered round to a nullifi- 
cation of protectiju^ tari£&— now he is for just enough of a tariifto keep the wheels of govern- 
ment well greased. Mr. Ritchie's famil^jr is lai^ge and well educated, and his daughters are 
married into wealthy andrespectable Viri^nia families. I can easily imagine the immense in- 
flnence which an active, energetic politician, all life and soul, all bone and sinew, would exer- 
cise over an agricultural people he had been intimate with for half a century, by referring to 
the position I fomid myself in^ some ten years ago, though on a far less extensive theatre of 
action. 

Ritchie has always been ^at is called a democrat, but of the truckling, time*«erving kind. 
Leggett told him. miough the Evening Post, that he was a political hypocrite and tricSster— 
John Randolph, mat he was a man of " seven principles : five loaves and two fishes"— the elder 
Duane (Sept 1816} described him as the " self-con^cted sycophant and tool of party"— Brooks 
of the Express represents him as a very able, but narrow, contracted, selfish bigot— and Horace 
Gieeley (Jmie 3, 1846,) sums up his politics as follows : 

** When it WM Demociatk to nndl G«b. Jackson u utterly tmfit for Civil or PoUUeal trust, no man aisaitod 
fatal more fleitely than Thomas Ritehto. But when, a few years theieafler, it became Democratic to commend 
Gen. Jackson as the pazagon of Statesmanship and tmstworthiBess, no man laid It on thicker than Thomai 
lUtchie. In 1888, it was Demociatie to advocate One Term only for a President, and Mr. Ritchie was vecy 
eaniest for that. In 1888 and 1810, it was Demociatie to support a President for a Setond tenn, and Hr. Bitehle 
did his utmost on ttel slde< In 'SO-ao, it was Democratic to advocate the NnUifVing doctrines of Oalhoan awl 
Hayne, and dedon them the very coonlerpaTt of * the Resolntloos vi *08«l and BIr. UteMe did this vecy 
thoroofhly. la 18SI-3, it was Democratic to cand$mM NqlUfleation as ntterty Inconsistent with orthodox D»- 
mooiBcy, and Mr. Ritchie did tJas qolle effbctively. In 1634-5, it was Democratic to praise the Pet Banks Syi* 
tern, and nobody did it more heartily than Bfr. Ritchie. In 1838, it had become Demoemtic to 90 the whole Hof 
for the Sub-lYeasary and denomice the Pet Banks ; and though this was the hardest dose he had had yet, Mr. 
Ritchie gulped it down for Democracy's sake. Nobody was more ardent than Mr. R. in support of Van Buren 
while ' Democracy' smiled on him ; nobody did more to crush Mr. V. B. when Southern * Democracy ' turned 
against him. May, more : our paragon of Demociati can be on both sides of a vital question at the same thne 
when the interests of ' Democracy ' require it— can advocate Doixism for the North and stand fost by Slavery 
In the South— con sympathise with the victims of *Aigerine' tyranny In Rhode Island, but breathe not a 
whisper olf dissatisfoctlon at the ConstitntkA of his own Viiglnla which not only denies any vote at all to a 
poor white man while It allows his rich neighbor a doaen, bat actuaBy vests the PoUtlcat Power of the Stale la 
ahont one-thlid of its Leval Voters." 

Ritchie can scold, fret, and be as abusive as John Van Buren when he Ukes— can sneer at 
Noah as '< the Swiss mercenary"— mock John Tyfer. as being on his return to the path of de» 
mocracy " now that he knows the whig party " — and nold up Jackson as a tyrant and a mur- 
derer, a curse and a blessing. 

One of his subscribers thus addresses him, Sept. S5, 1838 : 

" I like to show my colon sometimes. I went with you for the gnn^boats, and against them, under Jeflbnon, 
•nd for the war, and against the gun-boats, under Maduon. I folk»wed you and Jeifonon against the bank, 
ditto to yon and Madison when he went for the bank. 1 read your paper and supported Monroe when you and 
he went against Jackson, and I turned against Adams, tooth and toe-nail ; and went for Jackson when you did 
the like. I loaded my fowling-pleee when they began to talk about light-houses in the skies. I went for the 
ptodamation, and against the proclamation in spots, and, after that, I resolved not to split the party for any- 
thing, and swallowed the removal of the deposlls, the protest, the Mack lines, and last, though not least, Mr. 
Van Buren and Col. Dick Johnson. Bat I confess Vm bothered now. I want light, and would like to know, 
when it is convenient, whether I mtut go for principles without men, or men without principles 1" 

Ritchie has been often chosen printer to the Vixginia Legislature, and he pretended great in- 
dependence of office in 18S9, because his strictures on Jackson had left little hope of his getting 
anything valuable &en in that quarter. His letters, page 314 to 316, show his views for the 
puolic eye. He is poor, lives in splendor, is a speculator, bets high, thoush not on G^eral 



I (says Blair's Globe) commenced without any capital 
except his assnrance/' became a great spsculator and jockey, dealt in Texas lands a^d every- 
thing ; and when Dabney disappeared, a defaulter for hundreds .of ^ousands, Greene was 
arrested as having had a laiKo share of the qwil, and sent to jail, but not kept there long. 
Ritchie, his friend, sjrmpathized with the evil-doers ; Mallory, a confederate, was anested, bat 
ha, too, had badters. One thing is certain, Ritchie's pecuniary embarraanuents were inmeaaed 
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by theae ezplosicHis : and hia errand at Washington, like Manrjr's, is to patch his pantaloons, cd*, 
in other words, make money^by monopolizing the printing of the executive, the departments, 
the Senate, and the House ol Representatives : ana charging some $50,000 to $175,000 toon 
for doing it than regular printers, bred to the business, could fairly exact In o^er words, he 
and his partner are getting some $65,000 a year, over and above an honest comDensation, that 
being their share (in part) of the spoils of party, with the principle of plunder u>r its grip and 
countersign, as per last settlement at Baltimore. 

When Major Lewis and Mr. Polk quarrelled, Lewis had published a letter from Jadkaoa 
to him, dated April 8, 1815, which showed that he was much displeased with Polk for dis- 
carding Blair. He says, " The Globe is to be bought j by what political clique, and to sub- 
serve what interest 1 Is the renegade politician ♦•♦♦•♦•to have an interest 1 Who 
would trust him in politics or for money V* Some say the seven stars meant Greneral Simoa 
Cameron oi the Senate: others strangely affirm that it was intended for Thomas Ritchie ! 
One thing is certain. All other prints taken together, scarcely combined half the enmity and 
bitterness toward Jackson that was manifested by Ritchie and his backers through Tbb 
Enquirer, from the moment they knew that he [Jackson] intended to compete with the 
dynasty of Virginia for the imperial purjde. [See Burr's letter. No. 296, page 250.] 

In December, 1818, Jackson was violentlv attacked in the Enquirer as having set the U. S. 
government at defiance in the last war, and insulted it 

" I do not intend to follow him through the war he conducted against the Creeks in 1813-14. 
I mention the bloody massacre of Talapooze, only to express my grief for it ; shame and 
abhorrence. • ♦ ♦ The historian admits that the general well knew they had ample 
reason for their desj^ration ; and the general nimself tells the world, in his official despatch, 
that, after the pursuit, or rather hunt (literally with fire and sword), and the carnage had coo- 
tinned tili darkness covered and concealed his miserable victims ; ailer he was apprised, that 
of their thoosaod warriors not halPan hundred remained ; after a whole nif ht to cool and re- 
flect Ml, the next morning the hunt and slaughter < V)ete resumed^ and lixteti^ijBJl that cookl be 
found), * of the enemy slain, who had amceakd themselves under the banks J Yet I will not urge 
that as a peculiar reproach against General Jackson, which I rather regard as a stain upon 
my country. History will record that his bloodv deeds were received by his countr>naien widi 
general applause, while the clemency of colonel Pearson was regarded with contempt and re- 
sentment Tndy, sir^ American avarice of Indian lands is equal to Spanish avarice of Indian 
gold.'' 

Ritchie next reminds Jackson that he had got a grant from these poor crushed Creeks; that 
he (Ritchie) was sorry to say that which might affect his [Jackson's] private character, but 
that the transaction was such a one as the U. S. Senate had absolutely refused to sanction. 
He accuses Jackson of wanton tyranny at New Orleans in proclaiming martial law ; adding, 
that ** The ready resort to violent measures in all situations of difficid^ is generally the insult 
of weakness of nnderrtanding and wickedness of heart combined." That Jackson ^* rests his 
defence upon the tyrant's plea, necessity"— but that, " During the arduous stmnple of the re- 
" volution, martial law was never once proclaimed. Amidst the distraction or a civil war. 
*' when refligees and tones were embodiol in the service of the enemy, and their friends and 
" kindred dispersed over the country. General Washington, though for a time clothed with al- 
** most dictatorial powers, never proclaimed martial law. When General Green was fiyinc 
" before Lord Cornwallis through the Carolinas, and his enemy was deriving almost as mncS 
" aid from the tories as he could obtain (torn the whigs of that country, he yet never proclaimed 
"maitiallaw." 

Ritchie's journal proceeds to accuse Jackson of continuing this extraordinary rule ** during 
his ninetv days* tyranny," when war had ceased, and of trampling on the freedom of the prea, 
and on the institutions of his countrv, of insulting a judge on the bench, banishing Him, ex- 
posing his function to contempt. " He demanded (^says the Enquirer] leave to abuse and 
vilify die judge ! The written defence he offered, bemg rejected by the court, was printed. I 
should snule at its sophistry, if I were not alarm^ at its audacity, and disgusted at the impu- 
dence with whic^ he pleads, as hb protection from summary ])unishment, the very constitu- 
tion and laws he had so long and so recklessly trampled under foot : and denies his own plea 
of necessity as a proper foundation for the known settled practice or our courts of justice in 
cases of contempt He was fined a thonsand dollars. In the course of the hearing he inter- 
rapled, insultsd and browbeat the judge on the judgment-seat" The Enquirer goes on to 
describe the deaths of Arbuthnot and Ambriatar as wanton, cruel, unmanly murders. " Thos^ 
sir, has an American officer [Jackson] destroyed the lives of two of his fellow-creatures, 
without any rightful power, without any adequate motive, and with such indecent pFed|ii* 
fancy as hardly to give time for prayer in the interval between judgment and deaUt* Hvmaii- 
ity bleeds at the recital ; and naaonal pride sinks in the American heart, o pp r esse d wiA the 
load of shame and grief. He has abrogated the known laws of nations, and promuteated a 
new code of his own, conceived in madness or folly and written in Uood; he ha^m Ant. 
▼iotatad all Unn human and divine, and violated them with impunity." 
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On the extracts just quoted from the Richmond Enquirer, I need offer no remariCB— but 
any one who will look carefully upon the course taken by Jacknon towards Calhoun, must 
be sensible that Ritchie, as the author (or publisher, if some friend of his was the anonymous 
writer^ of them, was, to the hour of Jackson's death, looked upon as his malignant slanderer. 
Yet Messrs. Polk, Walker, Maxcy, Cave Johnson, Bancroft and Mason hasten to turn out of 
office a person in whom Jackson fully confided, and to place in his stead Ritchie, whose press 
had represented him to his countrymen as an inhuman monster, unfit to live — ^until his popu- 
larity became boundlesc;^ and had then meanly swallowed every offensive and violent expres- 
sion, and become his most fkwning parasite ! ! All this Pc^k and his confederates did, as an 
annoyance and vexation to the old warrior, shortly before he breathed his last— and yet they, 
<Rie and all, uplifted the stave to praise Jackson in death ! ! A strange proof this of their sin* 
ceriur ! Hating, like Crawford, the emigrant, as he does, also, seeminRhr, the New England- 
er, Ritchie supported Crawford and the caucus, with Van Buren in Iffi24 ; and said of Jack- 
son, " We would deprecate his Section as a curse to our country." This is the dtmocrai (!) 
on whom some 950,000 to 875,000 a-year are bestowed, by Polk and Walker, and Marcy 
and the party ! This is the independent patriot who would not be the hanger-on of power, 
and who disliked. to see editors rewarded by and becoming the stipendiaries of the Executive ( 
Tis a waste of time and words to ask what are Ritchie's wisdnes or principles, for is it not 
evident by his past career, that he js a plausible pretender to patriotism, with art enough to 
keep up appearances before the people, and ever ready to sell his influence to the highest 
bidder f [See Noa. 147 a» 179 a, 179 b, and 239, in pages 201, 214, 215, and 340.] 

Mr. Ritchie's old fiiends, the Virginia planters, breed slaves as an article of commerce; 
and Texas is a sreat mart for their unchristian traffic : his fkmily and connections are also 
deeply interested in Texan lands and scrip. He was, merefore, with Calhoun, ready to risk 
war rather than n« add Texan senators to the Senate, and secure the power or slavery 
as omnipotent in the government To his wholesale slanders, through Mr. Polk's Dnum, in< 
tended to injure me with the American people, I offer no replv here ; and as to the dreadfUl 
tragedv in which his son was such a conspicuous actor, and which resulted in the death of 
Mr. Pleasants, he probably could not ^vent it, and doubtless suffered much pain from it. 

Greene of Richmond, according to Dr. Mayo, page 119, is intei^sted in Texas lands, over 
9100,000. He is son-in-law to T. Ritchie, and a bankrupt. Qf course, annexation will aid 
him powerfully. The Tribune states, on personal knowledge,- that Tekas lands, scrip, Ac. 
are exercising a powerfhl influence over the. press; 

THE POSTAGE LAW, 
Though not perfection, is one of the great and, I trust, enduring improvements of the a^. 
President Polk has given us Cave Johnson for postmaster-general, whose narrow mind or 
interest in slavery made him oppose that law in Congress. Of his administratkm I can say 
but little. Those who ought to know, tell me that there are no adequate checks in his depait- 
ment. Is he the man to devise and apply any such 1 When this exoeltent measure was at 
its third reading, Colonel McDuffie of S. C., pale and in bad health, rose to oppose it, because 
he treasury, and President Polk sings the same song in i ' 



it would be a burthen on the treasury, and President Polk sings the same song in his 

sige. He wotdd " limit its expenditure to its income." When it was to expend many mil- 
lions to drive the Indians from Florida, for the comfort of the slave-owners, and to risk war 
with Mexico, Ac., by the Texas move; when it was to pay millions of revenue for armies, 
navies, and the apparatus of war, to support the slave system ; in these things Cave Johnson 
and James K. PoUr willingly assented. Is not intelligence for all, as well worthv a small and 
temporary protection as me others 1 Is not intelligence a defence 1 Is not knowledere power 1 
Ana is not cheap postage of letters and papers a great means of increasing knowledge 1 The 
cost of northern postage is almost doubled to pay for carrying the mails to the difierentlocalities 
in the south, where few receive or send letters except a iew ^reat slave-holding families. Our 
postmaster here has an income far beyond the intention ot the law, or the heads of depart- 
ments at Washixigton. His duties are very plain, and he has an army of auxiliaries, why 
dhouid a man at Richmond, Cincinnati, Buffalo or Rochester get a box for $1 or $1 1, and be 
qjbliged to pay $4 here 1 Is this uniformit}' 1 Are not the boxes a great convenience to the 
post-office 1 Why tax the small traders here four dollars, or deprive them of a right, in order 
to put an enormous perquisite, perhaps $10,000, into an officer's well-filled wallet! McDnffie 
is about 55 years ol^-debilitated— much broken down— small— homely, with strongly-marked 
characteristics of his Celtic origin. He declares that shivery is the chief oomer-stone of re- 
p«iMican institutions— has a clear and logical mind — is not eloquent in the popular sense. 
His language is neither ornate nor imaginative ; but, in argument, he is clear, k^cal, and 
ptnpicuous. Morris's income must exceed $14,000 a-year. 

Silas Wright is erroneotisly termed an anti-slavery man. That is a mistake. When in- 
vited in the summer of 1837 to a public dinner at Burlington, Vermont, he wrote in his an- 
swer, that Vermont was the home of his fhmily, and that he left it. at the age of twenty, for 
New York state, in 1815 (when he came to study law at Sandy Hill>-4hat yan Btiren was 
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the rigfnt-ann of Tompkins, la«t war, when he sustained the Union; that "thoeepANATiGs (the 
abolitionists) are already attempting to agitate the public mind as to the eyil of slavery in the 
abstract," although " they knew well that any attempt to aboHah slavery in the district of Co- 
lumbia, while it exists in the surrounding states of Manrland and Virginia, cannot have the 
effect to give freedom to a single slave, but would compel their transfer to new masters in »he 
slave states." Wright is opposed to the one term principle for the presidency. He wrote to 
Ohio, Dec. 1643, that " the political fate of her FN. Y.] vice-presidents has been satirfactory 
to her republicans, because they were permitted to serve out the time anticipated by thebc 
friends. . . Not so with the Presidents, they have been pennitted to present HefV.BJwrved 
but one term,'' Ac Wright voted for the Aahburton treaty ; and at Heridmer in 1»S6, pre- 
pared the resolve for Throop's nomination. He went Jackaon as a sad neoesaify. The harsh 
correspondence in 1819 between Scott and Jackson is not fbigoCten. On the ^ of July anni- 
versary dinner in 1820, at Albany, Van Buren presided, and one of the r^ular toasts waa— 
*< Major-Generals Peter B. Porter and Winfield Scott— they were among the first, and the last, 
and the best in the field." Jackson's services were not even noticed, nor his name mentioned, 
not even as a volunteer. Just eight years later, Van Buren was intriguing for Jackson att 
over the Union. Here is a specimen : 
Mr. Van Buren to C. A. Wickliffe. » New Yobk, July 8, ISSa 

" My Dear Sir,— I have received yours at this place, and thank you for it. You may as- 
sure vour fUends in Kentucky, that the vote of this state will be stronger fbr General Jackson 
than nis most sanguine frienos anticipated. Of three-fouiths tkere isnottki di^kua dou6L I 
care not who you show this letter to, huiitepmeatd aftkenem$pafer$. In haste, your friend, 

The same to T. P. Moore. Same date.—" Our fKends abroad may cakmlate wUk AokUe 
urtaiwtif on at least three-fourths of the votes of this state. Tkere is no doMof iL Nothing 
short of the death of our candidate can, I think, prevent it. If Barrv [W. T.I succeeds in 
your state, the administration will find it extremely difficult to keep their troops in the field in 
this. ... M. Van Burbn." 

I find Thomas P. Moore amongst the Polk appointments of last month— as Indian Agent 
on the Upper Missouri. The above letters to him and Wicklifie, were intended to operate co 
the election of the Governor of Kentucky. When President, Van Buren, after makiaf a 
show of unwillingness, ratified the Seneca Indian Treaty, illegally, fbr he knew that two-thirds 
of the Senate had not voted for it The way in which the Indians are treated renden it any^ 
thing but surprising that they should thirst for vengeance. Van Buren visited Tanuaany 
Hall in March last M. V. B. at Tammany Hall! Mike Walsh in prison!! and Butler, 
Price, Swartwout, Hayi, Dabney, Greene, Levis, Boyd and Hawkins, not in priaoa ! ! * Ii 
this arrangement VTnghtl 

COMMON AND CHANCERY LAW— VAN BUREN ON TEIE CONVENTION. 

It was with reason that Lord Coke exclaimed, " Miserable, miserable, is the davteiy of that 
people among whom the law is either unsettled or unknown t" And that it is unsettled ia 
America, any one who has looked at the conflicting dedsions of our courts will readily 
acknowlec^. We cling to the fieudal jurisprudence of England, and refuse to reduce tbe 
rules by which men are to be guided in society to scientific arrangements, with good laws, and 
the examples beside the prece^f. We speak of givhig thirty millions for a aleam navy— mock 
better would it be for us to call together from all parts of^the Union^]re. of the earth, inn 
famed for their learning of law, and ask them to solve the questions, Whether it is possible fiv 
youths to become acquainted with law enough to entitle them to plead for their neighbors, 
without requiring a library of thousands of volumes, filled with the conflicting decisSoos oc 
jurists, the statutes, ordinances, and real or supposed usages of the old work! and the new % 
Whether it is impossible to obtain for the magistracy of this republic, a dear, concise, popniary I 

yet upright code, which its 3500 judges and justices might comprehend and npply in lieu of te I 

COMMON law of England, much of which, according to a learned recorder or New York (who 
has since exchanged the duty of charging juries for that of discharging mail-begs), is nnknowB, 
never having been either written or printed ? I 

A mjTsterious prescription by the faculty of medicine, JOid to be in daily use, is: *'R. — ^Puhr. 
Pip. Rub. ; Hyd. Chlor. Sod. ; Acid. Acet ; Mel. Desp. ; Aou. Fluv., M. Ft Gaig. aig. ; Sum. 

^r. n." Even this " pip. rub. sod." is not so metaphysical as our anglo-democratic law, ftr 
rs. Mott or R. Nelson could tell that it is an advice to ** take red pepper, salt, vinesar, liQoey» 
and water, mix and make into a gargle,** often useful enough in fevers and sore ttroat; hot 
in common law, even the learned professors cannot agree either as to the modes or remediea 
of procedure to get the good of them. Clinton vai ^y recommended a legal code in 1896» to a 
bucktail legislature; Broagham, Romilly, Bentham and Mackintosh are among tfie advoeatsa 
of a system or code of rules founded on a natural arrangement of those actions wfaidli are tiie 
aubjects of legislation. Major Green, of the Boston Poet, tniiy;^kemarka, Ibtt 
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'* A ddaen may stody the Revised Statates and all the s^fe laws till he can repeat every 
section, and yet he knows nothing of the offences for which he maybe tned and pnnished, nn- 
tii he mids out what the laws of England are, and what the judges may think proper to apply 
to any case, when they can find no ready made law at home. Even the progress of civilisa- 
tion and common sense in England is not allowed to be applicable to our condition here. An 
absurd, barbarous, tyrannical law, which may have been repealed and driven from the com- 
munity in Ghfeat Britain, as unjust even in a monarehy, is nevertheless good enough law for 
the free citisens of the United States I" 

The wretched condition of the common law, in force here, was dearly shown not many^ 
months since in the case of O'Connell and others. They were tried in the principal common 
law court of Ireland for a penal ofifence, kept three months in tte peniteatiarv, pronounced to 
be criminals by the learned judges and crown lawyers : and then their prison aoors were open- 
ed : they were entreated to accept of freedom ; the twelve judges of England, with one accord, 
and on oath, had declared that that part of O'Gonnell's indictment which the whole 6[ the Irish 
judges had pronounced to be good, at eonmion law, was bod, and no law at all; and that 
O'Connell and his companions were held in unlawftil durance. • So also said the House of 
Lords ; Lord Chief Justice Denman declaring that the trial was a ** mockerv, a delusion, and 
a snare." I felt the force of his reastming, for I was twelve months confined, as unlawftdly at 
Rochester as O'Connell was at K ilmainham— bat for the poor there ie but little justice any- 
where. So expensive is an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, that my Mends 
found it impossible to raise the money. 

When a railroad is laid out we try to make it as straight and level as posiihle. Should not 
our law-road be straight also 1 Lawyers are men of as warm, generous, and kindly feelings 
as othem— thev are equally honojraUe— but if society shall coniinue to honor legal talent 
whoe it snatches a vUlaxn of the deepest dye fiom merited punishment— if Governors and 
Judges shall continue to act under an imperfect system-— if the art of the Attorney must be 
learnt, with all its technicalities and barbarous '* pip. rub. sod. ** j>edantry, by the American 
scient^c pleader— if the student must set up shop, buy an expensive library, and if he then, 
in nine cases out of ten, finds it impossible to exist as an honest expounder of royal law, is it 
wonderful that, Butler like, he joins some stock-jobber to joekey the people through a sibam 
bank ; or Hoyt like, cringes to power till he can perch himself in a collector's office, there to 
embezzle wholesale, and fee a legal regiment for defence, out of the plunder 1 Governor 
Wnght in his mesrage last January, told the Legislature that '*the fewest and simplest laws 
consistent with the security of the great objects to be attained, and the lightest burthens which 
their enforcement will permit, must be the best and wisest execution of the trust " th^ had 
accepted. Look at their debates and proceedings for the result, and say if a remedy is not 
reauired 1 The merchant, farmer, laiMkxrd, tenant, tradesman, mechanic— all maffet in torn, 
and often veiy severely, by our defective law system. Governor Wright's indicator, the At- 
lasi mocks us with its substitutes for an efifectual eure. It is men learned in the law, studious, 
srienced, and practical, that New York must look to for a code— and if we were to pay 

_ions for it never did any people make a wteer purchase. 

Ab to the Chancery Court, 1 never had anything to do with it until the publicatian of my 
kust book. I opposed its introduction into Upper Canada, as a member of the legislature, not 
because I thought the sjjrstem complete without it, but because I did not believe its substitution 
of secret examinations in lawyers^ offices, for opoi ones before the world— its practice, exceed- 
ingly aibitraiy and artificial, depending on rules made by its administrators, and upon no 
general prin^le of law— its questionable barriers as to what cases are doubtful, obscure, and 
Sierefore fit for equity court»— its control over money, property, everything, with chanceiy 
judges exported firaon London, not for their fitness, but in payment of debts political, would be 
an improvement Here, Veiplanck, and other enouiring minds, have sought to give an ade- 
quate remedy for constituted anuses, but have failed— and the danger is. that some quack will, 
van Buren uke, prescribe a nostrum even worse than the charlatanrietnat now obtains. 

What is wanted is a code of law, a sjrstem idiereby one judge, presiding in one court, can 
do all — with rules of practice, not of his dictation, but fimmcd and adapted mr his guidance by 
the community. Common Law is built on eid preceden2&--equity also professes to be guided 
by what has been done. If the one 6an be codified, why may it not incluae the other 1 If our 
laws are scientifically arranged and equitable, why have other conflicting jurisdictions with 
uAconfined powers 1 If they are loose and confused, are not life and property thereby endan- 
geredl 

*' Equity, as a separate system,'' says Verplanck, " can hardly be said to have worked well 
anywhere. Its uneertainty, its immense powers, and still more, its delays and expenses, have 
always been a sul^ect of miblic complaint Its mode of taking testimonv has been pronounced 
by high professional authority to be the very worst ever oevised; mlatory, expensive, and 
opening a door to the aroesest perjury, and the vilest frauds. Its advantages are, that Us 
powers are great and undefined— its process strict and searching. So, too, ale thoee of an ar- 
Dilraiy judge in a half-civili2ed conntry, a Mandarin or a Cadi'' 
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Hoyt has astonished this comn^uity by swearing that the letters published in my former 
pampnlet are genuine, and asking the profits of publication. With profits I had nothing to do 
There have been appeals, bills, demurrers, injunctions, hearings and decisions. I cared lor 
one thing only ; and that was to get the facts before the people. Were their attention well di- 
rected to the Court of Chancenr, a chai^ for the better tnis^t take place speedily. Walworth, 
the Chsmoellor, I had seen before, when he called at my office, inqiuring for his Mend Speaker 
Papineau— McCoun I had not seen, and only heard of him in tbe oM duel case of Eckfoid, 
Decatur, &c., and when he took the circuit judge's place in 1831, on the equity side. I think 
the interference of McCoun, as far as copyright was eoncemed, jxras s violation of several im- 
portant provisions in the U. S. ConstitnUdn, and that his decision in the Mitchell caae (Wet- 
more vs. Scovell^ forms a curious contrast with the coarse he took in mine. Being v^y poor, 
I keep on the dei»nsive— but had I been involved in such a case twemy years ago^ the folks in 
Canada are my wimesses, that I would have done battle for the right most cheerfully. The 
permanence of this govemmisnt depends on its justice, and if the manly electors cf New Yoik 
will but wake up to the importance of the crisis, the work! may yet bless the hour in which 
the greatest State in the Umon called together the Convention of 1846. 

In 1769 to 1773, private and secret letters were written by great men in Boston to official 
characters in London^ against the people. Lieut Gov. Oliver wrote " that some method ahouki 
be devised to take offihe original incendiaries, whose writings supplied the fuel of sedition 
ikr&ugh the Boston Gtizette." Secret assassination was tried accoAingly ; Mr. Otis, King^ 
Adrocate, a bold liberal, was attacked in his own house with bludgeons and left for dead. 
Qovemor Hutchinson said, " The union of the Colonies is pretty well broke ; I hope I shall 
never see it renewed. There must be an al»idgment of English liberties in the Colonies.** 
Judge Oliver wrote how to harass the Americans, adding. " By such a step the game will be 
up with my countrymen." Such letters as these induced tne king to refuse wise counsel ; Dr. 
Williamson, an eminent American, then in London, gpt hold of the letters ; * he* gave them ta 
Franklin, who enclosed them to Speaker Cushing, in Boston; Samuel Adams and John Han> 
cock read them to the Legislature of Mass. ; they were published ; the Assembly petitioned theii 
King to remove the slanderers; the privy councQ met, and Wedderbum insulted Franklin: 
his speech was published in tiie London papers, and says Franklin, ** It was the ton with all 
the ministerial folks to abuse them [the Yankees] and me, in every company and in every 
newspaper." The King, Feb. 7, 1774. ordered the Boston petition to be dismissed " as grouna- 
less, frivolous, vexatious, and scandalous ;" stopt Franklin's salary as Colonial Agent ; took 
from him his office of Postmaster Greneral ; and the p)vemment backed Whately in appress' 
ing this man, whose memory the proudest monarch might envy, with a suit in Chancery before 
the McCoun of that day, to get back the le^rs and the pronts [ ! ! ] he had made ly publish* 
ing them. Franklin could not stand this accumulation of persecution. *' My finances (says 
hej are not sufficient to cope at law with the treasury here." He returned to America. 

In his speech before the Lords of the Privy Council, Wedderbum [Lord Loughborough] 
said ; " Nothing then will acquit Or. Franklin of the charge of obtaining them [the secret let- 
ters] by fraudulent or corrupt means, for the most malignimt of puiposes ; unless he stole them 
from the person who stole them. I hppe^ my lords, you wUl mark and brand the man, for the 
honor of ms country, of Europe, and of mankind. Private correspondence has hitherto been 
heki s^red in the times of the greatest party rage, not only in politics, but religion. He has 
forfeited all respect of societies and of men. Into what companies will he hereafter go with 
an unembarrassed face, or the honest intrepidity of virtue ? Men will watch him witii a jeal- 
ous eye ; they will hide their papers from nim, and lock up their escrutoires. He will hence- 
forth esteem it a libel to be called a man of letters, homo mum Uteramim I "^-JPyankHn^s Me- 
mem^ vol. t, p, 219. He concluded by comparing the great philosopher and patriot of the 
Western world to Zanga, in Young's Revenge. " I ask, my lords, whether the revengeful 
temper, attributed by poetic fiction ozuy to the bloody African, is not surpassed by the codEoess 
and apathy of the wily American." 

A bill from the Assembly of this state was sent, in 1818, to the Senate, for concurrence, 
which proposed to free those who had dealings in small sums, from the chicanery, delays, and 
enormous costs imposed by trading attorneys, by allowing a single justice to try cases or $50 
and under, whether the action was against an individual, a privileged lawyer, a company, or 
the officer of a court— authorizing any citizen to explain the nature of the claim cr plea or aii^ 
other citizen — and annulling and putOng an end to that odious monopoly of pleadmg and de» 
fence by which privileged attorneys had reaped enormous gains from a pillaged people — so to 
as debc» under S50 were concerned. This attempt to introduce practical democracy was re- 
garded by Van Buren with horror. He was eloquent against the Dill— condemned its prind- 
pla— wondered how justk^s, ignoram of the law, could decide cases of debt— «nd when he 
found the bill would pass, moved [see senate joonuU, page 187] to add to the bill the f<dlowing 
clause: 

"And be it fuither enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any person, NOT A LICENSED 
ATTORNEY OR COUNSELLOR OP THE SUPREME COURT OR COURT OF 
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COMMON PLEAS OF THIS STATE, or who shall not be actuaUy engaged in the regular 
study of the Law, TO APPEAR AND ADVOCATE ANY CAUSE i> FOR AN- 
OTHER BEFORE A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE." 

Here Van Bnren's party deserted him— the Mil allowed those who wanted attorneys to hire 
tliem, and it did not foice the poor man, who felt he had been wrongfttUy prosecuted for S5 he 
did not owe, to hire an attome3r'8 apprentice to state his case for a fee of other $3, when iiis 
neighbor the maehinist, carpenter, or printer, w&s ready to do it truly and correctly for nothing. 
Van Buren's monopoly clause was voted down. Yeas, Van Buren, &c., 6. Nays, Sam. 
Yoang, &c., 18. » » » j , 

The bill aiso provided that CQffnovitsor confessions of judgment, for $100 and under, mi^ be 
taken befcve a single justice of the peace, whose fee should be 26 cents. (It was $12 in U. Cana> 
da when I first settled ther» !) Judgme&ts were to be a shilling, and so on. Van Buren, Van 
Vechten, and Young addressed the Senate against the bill; it would injure the profession, ren- 
der law too cheap, and encourage litigation. The bill passed, 18 to 11. Seepages 195-6 of 
senate journal. Among the f;^ Nats on the final vote were Van Buren, Hammond, and 
Samuel Young. 

On June 12, 1819, it was proposed in Senate to allow counhr courts to tiy all caiKs which do 
not affect life ; but if it was a case involving the state prison tor life, one of the judges must be 
a cotmcillor of three year^ standing. Ross said if the lawyer held the rank of councillor it 
was surely enough ; he would move to strike out the words " three years' standing." Yoimg and 
other 9 went for that, but Van Buren defeated them. 

On 6th of April, 1819, in Senate, Hammond reported a bill to prevent lawyers fiom taking 
too much for foreclosing a mortgage, over and above printer's biU, affidavit, and convevance 
recording, d&c. Van Buren moved to give the attorn^ Si26. Lost. Young proposed $20. 
Carried. But the bill was got rid of. In 1821, the convention made some improvements. 

Now, 1846, we are on the eve of another convention. To it Croswell was not vexy fri«idly, 
and Van Buren and Wright could scarce conceal their vexation when the honest Democrats 
and Whigs coalesced in its favor. Here is Van Buren's letter, addressed to Peter Cagger, Al- 
bany: 

" Lindenwald, May 10. 1845. Dear Sir: * * • * * I had. howeT«r« allowed myself to hope that thsw 
amradments. and espedallv that which would make Ura State seeme against the abosee of the power to bor* 
row money, tkam which it nas Itself so severely saftred, and by which so many of its sister States have been 
overwhelmed, might* by perseverance, be obtained In the mode provided by the consiltntlon, before any mate- 
rial inroad was made upon the cherlshedt and as it was supposed, well established policy of the Stale in 
rf^gard to its finances and public works. Fbr that reason, and on account of what I believed to be a well- 
grounded apprehension of the bad effects that might rasnlt firom the disturbed condition of portions of the pubUe 
mind, upon noints not heretofore involved in the political issues upon which parties have divided, I have been 



very decidedly in favor of a postponement of the ConvenfClon movement, and that prafinrenoe hns been wire- 
servedly expressed to the few who did me the honor to ask my opinion upon the subject 

** Whether I would have retained and acted upon that preference if 1 had been a member of the Legjtolatare 
and witnessed the passage through both its binanches of a bill, which would, if it had become a law, have 
caused so sudden and so injurious a revolutkm in what was hoped to be the established policy of the State, 
upon a point of prominent Importance, is very doubtful. As matters stand, my advice to the meeting and to the 
Demoomcy of the State, is to bury their past divisions, and to do all in tlioir power to canry the great DMaswe 
of a Convention to a snccessAil and safe result, by united counsels, anil vigorous, but temperate and dlfcraot 
eilbrts. I am, dear sir, very respeetAilly and truly yours. M. VAM BUREN." 

Look at the conduct of the legislature, at its language, at the opinions of members touching 

the public press and each other — and sa^. Is it a supervising^ eye plsaxd on an eminence, and 

I seeing all around? Is it a mill for grinding good laws, it sparely fed with complaints and 

^ memorials "i Or is it the tumult of contendmg factions, silencing the more patriotic 1 Say 

I which ; and then ask yourselves, whether, if la^-s devised, examined and improved by the best 

I legal talent in N. Y. state, need revision, how much more those laws whicn were never laid 

' before any legislature, and which are only the opinions of judges dependent on arbitrar}'' Jongs 

^ during the dark ages of English history 1 *' Our laws and decisions Qsaid John C. Spencer, in 

the Assembly of N. Y., Jau. 6, 1820^ are numerous and complicated, and it necessarily de- 

i vdves upon the judges to expound them ; and if the gentleman dislikes the laws, and the mode 

of expounding them, he might adopt the recommendation of the late Governor Plumer, of 

New Hampshire, and propose to have the whole British common law reduced to a code. Let 

the sentleman firom Delaware [Qeneral Root] devote himself to tiie subject, and reduce the 

wlime of our multifarious laws and numerous decisions into a code at once, and render them 

clear and oonsisteoL" In his notes on De Tocqueville Mr. S. takes another view. 

M08ES Y. BEACH ON TEXAS. INFLUENCE OP THE SUN. 
The Sun, a penny paper of considerable influence and large circulation in New York, was 
conmienced, as Mr. Beach states, " on the 3d of Sept. 1833, m a small back room in an ob- 
scure part of William street,** with an edition of 50D, and of the size of a sheet of letter par 
per ; "the entire strength of the establishment, intellectual, physical, and mechanical, conaisted 
hf one man and one boy." The sale paid expenses, and leat profit enough to buy them a aup- 
B 
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per. The present owner, M. Y. Beach, states, that he served his apprenticeship to a cabinet- 
maker in Hartford; worked long and hard, late and early; and now owns three banks and 
his newspaper. 1 was his neighbor in 1838, and noted that he looked carefully after his busi- 
ness. At mat time, as now, me paper proiSsteed decorum of tangnaga and independence of 
party. Mr. Beach is not much of a writer himself, i^r but he employs those editors, and those 
only, who will faithfully express sentiments in unison with his own.-O In 1836 he had the 
flenoine American feelings of the honest and faithful class whose patronage has raised him to 
wealth, and who were delighted, no doubt, at the independent, republican tone of his cheap 
and useful sheet. He took a bold stand then against Texas with slavery, and cenBnred with 
neat severity the attempts of Polk, Calhoun, Houston, Jackson, and McDnffie, to crush ftee- 
dom in the north, by extending the curse of slavery to the south, in violation of treatiea, not 
made with a powerful monarchy, but a weak, confidm^ sister republic. I add (to Mr. Beach's 
honor be it said) his conunentary on Samuel Houston's letter to Dunlap at Nashville, asking 
aid to dismember Mexico. 

[From the New York 8an, by Mowi Y. Beach, 1816.] 

** Ib Che etittor days of ow lepnUie, wbea a hJ^-mliided and hooonUe fidelity to lis eoMtltiitloa was an 
ol^eet paraaioaBt to evm merceiiary eouekteiatloa that might coatnTooe it. an avowed design of this Mad 
aialnst the possesetoDs of a nation with whom the United States were at peace, would have subjected Its aik- 
Sor, if a dtiien, to the chane of high treason, and to its consequences, when Aaron Borr and his associalee 
were supposed to meditate the conquest of Meiico, and attempted to mise troops In the southern states to 
achieve it, they were arrested for treason, and Buir, their chief, was tried for Jiis life. But now, behold ! dm 
conquest of a part of the saaw eouatrv is an oldect openly proclaimed, not In ttw letters of General Honstaa 
alone, but by many of our wealthiest citizens at public banquets, and by the hireling presses in the chief ciilaa 

' — • •"- nation of a foreign territory to our own by foreign conquest, t' — "^ ' * — .-.--.- 



than in the days that are past 1 The answer b ready at hand, and is irreAirable. An extensive and well 
organised gang of swindlers in Texas lands, have raised the cry and the standard of * Liberty !' and to the 
thiUling chaim of this giorlons woid, which sUrs the blond of a ftee people as the Mast of a bugle arouaes 
every nerve of the war-nurse, have the generous feelings of our citisens responded in ardent delusion. But, 
as the Commercial Advertiser truly declares, * Never was the Goddem of American Liberty invoked mora un- 
i^teoosly ;* and we cannot but believe that the natural sagacit}', good sense, and proud regard fbr tlwlr nap 
tloaal honor, for which ow cttlaens ara distingulshod in the eyes 6( all nations, will speedily rescue them flam 
the otherwise degrading error In which that vUe crew of mercenary, hypocridcal swindlers would iavolvn 
them. The artfhl deoalvers, however, have not relied upon the Reneroslty and ooUe sympathy of onr fbllow- 
dtiisBS, for they Insldlensly presented a bribe to excite their cupidity also. They have not only falsely repre> 
sented the Texlan canae as one of purs, disinterested liberty and Justice, as opposed to perfidloas tyranny and 
enml oppression, but they have themselves assumed aomething more than the liberty which they basely and 
hypocritically advocate, by impudently promising a fertile paradisaical piece of Texlan land, a «u7a ^rars, t* 
every American citiaan and fordgn emigrant who wilt sallv forth to capture it ftom the Mexican repabiic ! In- 
duced by one or both of these <^cts, many hundreds of our enterprising citizens left their own ample and 
unoldecnonaMe country m unite with Irish, Bngllsh, and other ferslipi adventurers in a war, fhwi the Aillest 
I of which only some six or eight Land Companies, who have fraudulently and audaciously monopo- 



Used the Texlan territory, would gain an important benefit. And to this shrine of ostensible liberty have 
many huadreds of oar gallant youth heen treacherously sacrifleed—^aerifleed by a meroenary treachery, compared 
to which that exerelaed by Santa Anna, In defence or Che Republic of which be was President, was innocence 



and patriotism. The object of the colonizing land agents of the South was to make this prolltte province their 
own, and the field of a new and lucrative negro slavery. To this they still tenacliinsly adhere ; and If thev 
can induce a strong force of our American youth to shed their blood fi>r the n^just and avaricious cause or 
slavery, under the name of Texlan liberty and Independence, they will undoubtedly secure their oMect. We donbt 
not the ability of our nllant countrymen to exterminate any number of Mexicans that can be brooght afalast 
them ; but in fighting for the union of Texas with the United States, which is the avowed meaning of * Twdan 
Independence,* tktf wUl beJSghtingftr that which at no dutant period will ineoiubly ditsolw the Union. The 
slave states, having this eligible addition to their land of bondiB^, with iti harbors, bnys, and well bomided 
geographical posltloD, will ere long cut asunder the federal tie which they have long held with un 



nnihiternal flngers, and confederate a new and distinct slaveholding republic, in opposition to the whole flee 
republic of the North. Thus early will be fulfilled the predictions of the old poliilolans of Europe, that car 
Union would not remain a centuiy--and then also will tne maxim be exemplified In our history, as it is In the 
history of the slaveholding republics of old, that liberty and slavery cannot long inhabit the same soli.** 

It is creditable to Beach that he is wealthy, the owner of three banks and a powerfiil joor- 
naL But, I ask him to explain, why The Sun of 1846 claims to be the originator of that dia- 
gracefnl act which it denounced in 1836, as Uie object of that vile crew of " niercenary, hvpo- 
critical swindlers," traitors to their country, bent upon dismembering the republic % liiordeeai 
M. Noah, who is hired as principal editor of the Sun, by Beach, now, was in 1836, (aa editor 
of the Star,) for Texas ana slavery : he has not changed, but why is Beach, the ii*H*»p«Tiiii»t 
mechanic, become the confederate of those who drive a detestable traffic in the south, and seek 
to add us northerns to their plantations of bondsmen 1 Why is the Beach who once saw a 
dissolution of the Union in Texan annexation, now ready to grasp at all Mexico ^ Why is 
it thought essential wow (June 11th) to say, " We are and always have been in faror of tl» 
Annexation of Texas, and never at any tune entertained the impression that Mexico had any 
rights In Texas, or could recover that coontty by the force of arms. We never believed that 
we were doing injustiee to Mexico," &c. Ac., wnen old subscribers, myself among the number, 
iDjOw that m Sun thousht that those who took Houston's course deserved the traitor^ fkiel 
The question has not changed— «Iaveiy and robbery are what they :nrere when Houston's 
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*' mercenary ti^eacheiy was odious in Beach's sight, ft is asserted, and I believe it, tiiiac 
Beach, had he not been first silenced, and then bnmght quite round, could, through The Sun, 
hare prevented annexation. I do not overrate the power of his press when I say this ; and as 
it is hinted, both privately and publicly, that those mercenary motives, that desire for Texas 
land, and still more, to give new value to Texas serin, which Bea<iL ascribed toothers, finally 
seduced hunself, and caused him to turn and follow Marcy, Houston, and the slave traders, 
heedless of the injury he did to Ids own class, and the good cause of freedom^ which he once 
nighly valued, i ask him to explain the above paragraph, as compared with his present course. 

It is right that I should here state, that I do not know that Mr. Beaeh has, or ever had, any 
pecuniary induoement to change liis course— but as his editors are merely the tools or instru* 
ments he works with, and thrown by when they do not suit him, I am warranted in asking 
why he has thus usea the vast power placed in his hands, for temperate and patriotic purposes, 
b J a confiding public. 

An account of the Lehigh Bank was written for this work, in connexion with the case of 
Van Buren's fiiei^ Daniel M'Cook, a delegate to the Baltimwe Convention of 1840, and 
now in trouble at Harrisbuigfa. It seemed to be the better course, however, to await the result 
of ])ending proceedings, and not attempt to prejudge, through a publication likely to be ezten- 
sively drenJated, acase of which a jury wul sooner obtain all me fhcts. 

VAN BUREN AND THE BANK OP HUDSON. 

Report of a Committee of the House of Assembly of New York, on the bankrupt Bank of 
Hudson, Feb. 3, 1823. 

Tlie conmiittee to whom was referred the report of the Attorney General, [Talcott,] with 
accompanying documents, relative to the Bank of Hudson, Report, That the documents 
accompanying said report, appear to be an examination at length, by James Powers and 
Robert Dorlon, Esqrs. commissioners appointed to in(][uire into the afi^rs of the Bank of Hud-^ 
son. The examination and report ot me commissioners, is, in itself, an elaborate produc-' 
tion, embracing manf, if not most of the promineTU transaetions rdatmg to the affairs and man- 
agement of this mstitulion^ for many years; also its situation at the time of the Jailure thereof. 

That it discloses a scene of wild speculation, ruinous and improvident management, on the * 
part of many of its officers, regardless of their own characters, and the ordinary or strict rules 
ofiiianking institutions ; a summary view will in part be given. 

Losses have been sustained by large amounts of paj)er having been placed in the hands of 
agents (who gave no security,) for the purpose of forcing it into circulation, by exchanging it 
for paper of other banks. Discounts apparently have been made for laige amounts, without 
a competent number of the board being present : and as it appears from me minutes, in some 
instances, notes have been entered as discounted or renewed, without the directors being pre- 
sent Notes for laige amounts have been suffered to lie over, without either payment or pro- 
test, thereby discharging (he endorsers from their liability. Notes have been discounted for 
laree sums, (in violation of a rule for the government of its officers,) having but one endorser, 
and in one instance a note for ^10,000, was discounted without anv. One of the cashiers 
gave no security for the faitfafVil performance of his duty ; and although worth but $5000 in real 
estate, agreeably to his own statement, frequently endorsed for the officers of the bank, to a 
lavge amount, and at one time, we perceive his name upon paper, to the amount of $25,000, 
himself the only endorser. By the report of tlie commissioners, it appears that there was due 
to the institution, at the time of its failure, from certain of its officers, the sum of $143,794, and 
the probable loss^ upon loans to said officers, will be $100,000. And ftom extracts from the 
statement showing the present and probable state of said institution, it appears that stock paid 
in and entered to account, is $110,000: and that the notes of the institution, unredeemed or 
unpaid, are $68,964: And that the total loss, as estimated upon closing this concern, will 
amount to $176,853. 

By the accompanying report of the Attomey General, it will be observed that he is of the 
opinion that the charter of the bank has been forfeited; and that sufficient proof maybe 
obtained, to make some of its officers liable to account, in their individual capacity, for a cour 
siderable amount of debts due the institution ; believing that the public good and justice 
require, for the pnipoee of preventing similar practices, and for guarding the rights of the 
community, the adoption of vigorous and efficient measures, against those who have wantonly 
trifled with the trust committed to their charge ; but as some doubts exist in the minds of your 
committee, whether individuals who have made themselves liable, have the ability to pajr, 
they have therefore thought it advisable to give the Attorney General discretionary powers m 
commencing suits in behalf of the state. The committee would therefore tak leave to intro- 
duce a biU. • T. S. MORGAN, Chairman. 

Bank Election. [From the N. Y. Evening Post]— HuneoN, Januaiy 18, 1814. At a meet- 

•ing of the StockhokbBrs of the Bank Of Hudson, on the 10th inst., the following gentlemen were 

dbiosen directors fbr the ensuing year: John C. Hogeboom, Alexander Coffin, Gayer Gardner. 

Robert Jenkins, Joseph D. Monell, Richard M'Carty,. Thomas Jenkins, Wm. P. Van Nessj 

George Monell, Seth G. Macy, Thomas B. Cook, Ralph Barker, Martin Van Buren. Robert 



many mUlions (fifty, I would suppose, at least, 
fee dmple price nearly, aod renioviiik tribe ai 
oo mllHoQt of the choicest public laads to 
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Taylor and Mofles I. Cantine> direeiors on the part of the State. At a meeting df the diicc' 
tors, John C. Hogeboom was reelected president, and Gilbert Jenkins, cashier. 

THE SURPLUS REVENUE. 
In Throop'g message, Jaft. 1830, he asserts that there are pmdential reasons for continuing 
the duties on imports to a greater extent than the wants of government require, the surpins to 
be divided among the states. Jefferson, in Nov. 1806, wished the snrplus revenue to be ap- 
plied to the purposea of education, and the improvement of roads, rivers, and canals. JacK- 
son, in Dec. ^630, advised that smAus funds might be divided among the states for objects of 
internal improvement; and, in 18&, seemed anxious to confine the land sales to actual settlers 
at about 10 censs an acre. In August, 1836, when vast sums had been paid for choice lands 
by the public, and these lands thrown into market and bought bv speciuators with the public 
revenue entrusted to the Treasury banks, Van Buren took jp-ouna against distributian ; and in 
1841 Walker and Buchanan tried to mortgage the whole of the land revenue for the balance 
of debt Van Buren had created in his efforts to expel the Seminoles from Florida. Calhoun 
and M'Dnffie have held opinions on revenue as wide asunder as the polls. M'GonneU of 
Tennessee proposes in Congress to give each settler on the public lands a free grant— ^e old 
Canadian system, and better than ours— but the national retorm plan is an improvement, ibr 
it secures farms to the industrious for ever— it is, in the spirit of tne law of nations, which, as 
Vattel tells us, " will not acknowledge the propezty and sovereignty of a nation over any unin- 
habited countries, except those of which it lias really taken actual possession, in which it has 
formed settlements, or of which it makes actual use.^' | 

In John C. Calhoun's speech, in Senate, Feb, 5, 1640, Globe rqxnt, he thus described the 
surplus revenue, and land-buying mania: 

" with the increased rise of prices began the gigantic speenlatlons in the mibUe domain, the prise of which, 
being fixed by law, could not paitoke of the general rise. To enlarge the room for their operations, 1 know not how 
>„t _^ _ ,^j^ . . J ^ ■ ^ ^^ of the public revenue) was sunk in purchasing Indian lands, at their 

I aAer tribe to the West, at enormous coRt ; thus subjecting mlUioBS 
public lands to be aalzed on by the keen and greedy specalator. The tide now 
swelled with irresistible force. From the banks the deposiu passed by discounts into the hands of the Uad 
jspecnlators ; from them into the hands of the receivers, and thence to the benks ; and asain and again repeal- 
ing the same circle, and, at every revnlntioti, prntsing millions of acres of the public domain from the people into 
the hands of speculators, fbr worthless rags. Had this state of things continued mnch longer, every acre of the 
pnblic lands, worth possessing, would have passed ih>m the Government. At this stage the alarm look place. 
The revenue was attempted to be squandered by the wildest esuavagance ; resoluttons passed this body, call- 
ing on the Departments to know how mucli they could spend, and much resentment was felt because they 
could not spend &st enough. The deposit act was passed, and the Treasury circular Issued ; but, as far as the 
currency was concerned, in vain. The explosion followed, and the banks fell into convnlilons, to be rasuacttat- 
ed for a moment, but to fall again frem a more deadly stroke, under which they now lie proatrate." 

Among the various schemes of public plunder, got up by Van Buren and his friends, I may 
name the Mississippi Land Company, got un to buy the Indian reservations. Amos Ken- 
dall's connection with it was very discreditable. The Courier and Enquirer truly remarks of 
another vast monopoly, just like the Canada Land Companies under monarchy, " The history 
of the American Land Company is yec to be written ; it would have been written long since 
had it not been for the application of the Gag Law by Mr. Polk's packed Committee of snp^ 
pression and concealment, in 1837." 

Of it the Albany Evening Journal says: " The American Land Company waa formed in 
1835. It overshadowed the Republic. Such a combination of wealth and power had never 
befbre existed among us. The highest officers in the General and State Governments were 
stockholders in this ^eantic Monopoly. The Articles of Association were drawn up by the 
Attorney Greneral oi the United States, who was himself a stockholder, and whose brother 
was the President. Its agents were sent abroad through the new Stales and Territories to 
monopolise all the valuable public lands. The Land Offices were subsidised. The surplus 
revenue, then in the pet banks, was at the service of these speculators. Millions of doUars 
were invested in Michigan, Ulinoia, Wisconsin, Mississippi, &:c. The Stockholders in thi.s 
overgrown monopoly were selected from the men in power. Vast political and pecuniary in> 
fluences were combmed. Standing at the head of the Albany stockholderSyWere Messrs. Cnos- 
WELL and Burt, editors and proprietors of the Stale paper. Then came John Van Buren, 
the son of the President <^ the United States. Silas Wriobt, Jr., a Senator in Congress, 
through whose influence the deposites were placed within the reach of 'speculators,' was a 
stockholder in the monopQlizing American Land Company. And yet these very men fiUed 
the country with their croakings against ' speculation.^" 

Now is the time for its history. Who wm detail it 1 Wright, Butler, and Van Buren had 
their custom house officers, to collect the taxes at the custom houses— their banks in which to 
deposit the cash, chai^ging no interest— they and their friends were the diiectors, and they bor- 
lowed out the people's mifiionsat New York, Philadelphia, hnd Boston, boughtimmenM tnctsof 
Jhe most valuable of the people's lands with their own money, at the very lowest prioe-Huad soU . 
.them back to actual setters at five, ten, fifteen, and even tw<snty times what they had cost This 
was Van Busenism in 1836, and it is unchanged. 
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